


Title 54.1 - PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS

Subtitle I - GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO REGULATORY
BOARDS

Chapter 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 54.1-100. Regulations of professions and occupations.
The right of every person to engage in any lawful profession, trade, or occupation of his choice is
clearly protected by both the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. The Commonwealth cannot abridge such rights except as a reasonable exer-
cise of its police powers when (i) it is clearly found that such abridgment is necessary for the
protection or preservation of the health, safety, and welfare of the public and (ii) any such abridgment
is no greater than necessary to protect or preserve the public health, safety, and welfare.

No regulation shall be imposed upon any profession or occupation except for the exclusive purpose of
protecting the public interest when:

1. The unregulated practice of the profession or occupation can harm or endanger the health, safety or
welfare of the public, and the potential for harm is recognizable and not remote or dependent upon
tenuous argument;

2. The practice of the profession or occupation has inherent qualities peculiar to it that distinguish it
from ordinary work and labor;

3. The practice of the profession or occupation requires specialized skill or training and the public
needs, and will benefit by, assurances of initial and continuing professional and occupational ability;
and

4. The public is not effectively protected by other means.

No regulation of a profession or occupation shall conflict with the Constitution of the United States, the
Constitution of Virginia, the laws of the United States, or the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Periodically and at least annually, all agencies regulating a profession or occupation shall review
such regulations to ensure that no conflict exists.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.17; 1988, c. 765; 2016, c. 467.

§ 54.1-100.1. Department of Commerce continued as Department of Professional and Occu-
pational Regulation.
The Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, formerly known as the Department of
Commerce, is continued, and wherever "Department of Commerce" is used in this Code, it shall mean
the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation. The Board for Professional and Occu-
pational Regulation, formerly known as the Board of Commerce, is continued, and wherever "Board of
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Commerce" is used in this Code, it shall mean the Board for Professional and Occupational Regu-
lation.

1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-101. Copies of examinations filed by regulatory boards.
A copy of examinations given by regulatory and advisory boards within the Department of Pro-
fessional and Occupational Regulation and the Department of Health Professions authorized to con-
duct examinations of applicants for admission to practice or pursue any profession, vocation, trade,
calling, or art shall be kept on file at the office of the secretary of each board. A copy of the exam-
ination shall be placed on file within ten days after it is administered, and shall be preserved for at
least one year as a public record accessible to any person desiring to examine it during usual busi-
ness hours. After the expiration of one year from the time the examination is filed, the secretary of the
respective board may withdraw and destroy the examination. However, this section shall not be con-
strued or interpreted in a manner to require the filing or release of examinations or other information
which would result in compromising the validity or security of future examinations conducted by reg-
ulatory or advisory boards of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation or the
Department of Health Professions. In the event any provision of this section results in a conflict with
the provisions of § 54.1-108, the provisions of § 54.1-108 shall prevail.

Code 1950, § 54-1; 1952, c. 227; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 94; 1960, c. 10; 1962, c. 13; 1970, c. 623; 1973, c.
284; 1985, c. 448; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-101.1. Certified mail; subsequent mail or notices may be sent by regular mail.
Whenever in this title any regulatory board within the Department of Professional and Occupational
Regulation or the Department of Health Professions is required to send any mail or notice by certified
mail and such mail or notice is sent certified mail, return receipt requested, then any subsequent,
identical mail or notice that is sent by any such regulatory board may be sent by regular mail.

2011, c. 566.

§ 54.1-102. Unlawful procurement of certificate, license or permit; unauthorized possession of
examination or answers; penalty.
A. It shall be unlawful:

1. For any person to procure, or assist another to procure, through theft, fraud or other illegal means, a
certificate, license or permit, from any state board, or other body charged by law with the responsibility
of examining persons desiring to engage in a regulated business or profession;

2. For any person, other than a member or officer of the board or body, to procure or have in his pos-
session prior to the beginning of an examination, without written authority of a member or officer of the
board or body, any question intended to be used by the board or body conducting the examination, or
to receive or furnish to any person taking the examination, prior to or during the examination, any writ-
ten or printed material purporting to be answers to, or aid in answering such questions;
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3. For any person to attempt to procure, through theft, fraud or other illegal means, any questions inten-
ded to be used by the board or body conducting the examination, or the answers to the questions;

4. For any person to use, disclose or release any questions intended to be used by the board or body
conducting the examination, or to release the answers to the questions, beyond the scope specifically
authorized by the board or body; or

5. To promise or offer any valuable or other consideration to a person having access to the questions
or answers as an inducement to procure for delivery to the promisor, or any other person, a copy or
copies of any questions or answers.

If an examination is divided into separate parts, each of the parts shall be deemed an examination for
the purposes of this section.

B. Any person violating the provisions of subsection A shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.

Code 1950, §§ 54-1.1, 54-1.2; 1988, c. 765; 2012, c. 416.

§ 54.1-103. Additional training of regulated persons; reciprocity; endorsement.
A. The regulatory boards within the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation and the
Department of Health Professions may promulgate regulations specifying additional training or con-
ditions for individuals seeking certification or licensure, or for the renewal of certificates or licenses.

B. The regulatory boards may enter into agreements with other jurisdictions for the recognition of cer-
tificates and licenses issued by other jurisdictions.

C. The regulatory boards are authorized to promulgate regulations recognizing licenses or certificates
issued by other states, the District of Columbia, or any territory or possession of the United States as
full or partial fulfillment of qualifications for licensure or certification in the Commonwealth.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.28; 1983, c. 569; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 194; 1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-104. Suspension of license, certificate, registration, permit, or authority for dishonor of fee
payment; reinstatement.
The Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation and the Department of Health Pro-
fessions may suspend the license, certificate, registration, permit, or authority it has issued any person
who submits a check, money draft, or similar instrument for payment of a fee required by statute or reg-
ulation which is not honored by the bank or financial institution named. The suspension shall become
effective 10 days following delivery by certified mail of written notice of the dishonor and the impend-
ing suspension to such person's address. Upon notification of suspension, the person may reinstate
the license, certificate, registration, permit, or authority upon payment of the fee and penalties required
under statute or regulation. Suspension under this provision shall be exempt from the Administrative
Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).

1980, c. 433, § 54-1.2:1; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2017, c. 423.
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§ 54.1-104.1. License, certificate, registration, permit, or authority may not be suspended or
revoked solely on the basis of default or delinquency in payment of federal-guaranteed or state-
guaranteed education loan or scholarship.
The Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, the Department of Health Professions,
and the Board of Accountancy shall not be authorized to suspend or revoke the license, certificate,
registration, permit, or authority it has issued to any person who is in default or delinquent in the pay-
ment of a federal-guaranteed or state-guaranteed educational loan or work-conditional scholarship
solely on the basis of such default or delinquency.

2018, cc. 170, 381.

§ 54.1-105. Majority of board or panel required to suspend or revoke license, certificate, regis-
tration, permit, or multistate licensure privilege; imposition of sanctions.
An affirmative vote of a majority of those serving on a board who are qualified to vote or those serving
on a panel of a health regulatory board convened pursuant to § 54.1-2400 shall be required for any
action to suspend or revoke a license, certification, registration, permit, or multistate licensure privilege
to practice nursing or to impose a sanction on a licensee. However, an affirmative vote of a majority of
a quorum of the regulatory board shall be sufficient for summary suspension pursuant to specific stat-
utory authority.

1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 659; 2004, c. 49; 2017, c. 423.

§ 54.1-106. Health care professionals rendering services to patients of certain clinics and admin-
istrators of such services exempt from liability.
A. No person who is licensed or certified by the Boards of/for Audiology and Speech-Language Patho-
logy; Counseling; Dentistry; Medicine; Nursing; Optometry; Opticians; Pharmacy; Hearing Aid Spe-
cialists; Psychology; or Social Work or who holds a multistate licensure privilege to practice nursing
issued by the Board of Nursing who renders at any site any health care services within the limits of his
license, certification or licensure privilege, voluntarily and without compensation, to any patient of any
clinic which is organized in whole or in part for the delivery of health care services without charge or
any clinic for the indigent and uninsured that is organized for the delivery of primary health care ser-
vices as a federally qualified health center designated by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices, shall be liable for any civil damages for any act or omission resulting from the rendering of such
services unless the act or omission was the result of his gross negligence or willful misconduct. Addi-
tionally, no person who administers, organizes, arranges, or promotes such services shall be liable to
patients of clinics described in this section for any civil damages for any act or omission resulting from
the rendering of such services unless the act or omission was the result of his or the clinic's gross neg-
ligence or willful misconduct.

For purposes of this section, any commissioned or contract medical officers or dentists serving on act-
ive duty in the United States armed services and assigned to duty as practicing commissioned or con-
tract medical officers or dentists at any military hospital or medical facility owned and operated by the
United States government shall be deemed to be licensed pursuant to this title.
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B. For the purposes of Article 5 (§ 2.2-1832 et seq.) of Chapter 18 of Title 2.2, any person rendering
such health care services who (i) is registered with the Division of Risk Management and (ii) has no
legal or financial interest in the clinic from which the patient is referred shall be deemed an agent of
the Commonwealth and to be acting in an authorized governmental capacity with respect to delivery
of such health care services. The premium for coverage of such person under the Risk Management
Plan shall be paid by the Department of Health.

C. For the purposes of this section and Article 5 (§ 2.2-1832 et seq.) of Chapter 18 of Title 2.2, "deliv-
ery of health care services without charge" shall be deemed to include the delivery of dental, medical
or other health services when a reasonable minimum fee is charged to cover administrative costs.

1983, c. 25, § 54-1.2:2; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 159; 1992, cc. 414, 706; 1995, cc. 509, 531; 1996, c.
748; 1999, c. 834; 2000, cc. 473, 618, 632; 2004, c. 49; 2010, c. 353; 2017, cc. 57, 415.

§ 54.1-106.1. Notification to licensees of the Board of Medicine about immunity for health care ser-
vices to patients of free clinics.
The Board of Medicine shall provide to its licensees a full description of the protection from civil liab-
ility established pursuant to § 54.1-106. Such description shall explain the coverage available under
the Division of Risk Management pursuant to subsection B of § 54.1-106.

2005, c. 134.

§ 54.1-107. Appointments, terms and removal of members of regulatory boards; citizen members.
All members of regulatory boards shall be citizens of the United States and residents of Virginia. Mem-
bers shall be appointed by the Governor and may be removed by him as provided in subsection A of §
2.2-108. Any vacancy occurring other than by expiration of terms shall be filled for the unexpired term.
Members shall hold office after expiration of their terms until their successors are duly appointed and
have qualified. Appointment to fill an unexpired term shall not be considered a full term. All members
of regulatory boards appointed by the Governor for terms commencing on or after July 1, 1988, shall
be appointed for terms of four years. No member shall serve more than two successive full terms on
any regulatory board.

A "citizen member" of a regulatory board shall be a person who (i) is not by training or experience a
practitioner of the profession or occupation regulated by the board, (ii) is not the spouse, parent, child,
or sibling of such a practitioner, and (iii) has no direct or indirect financial interest, except as a con-
sumer, in the practice of the profession or occupation regulated by the board.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to the Board for Branch Pilots.

1981, c. 447, § 54-1.18:1; 1988, cc. 42, 765.

§ 54.1-108. Disclosure of official records.
Official records of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation or the Department of
Health Professions or any board named in this title shall be subject to the disclosure provisions of the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.), except for the following:
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1. Examination questions, papers, booklets, and answer sheets, which may be disclosed at the dis-
cretion of the board administering or causing to be administered such examinations.

2. Applications for admission to examinations or for licensure, certification, registration, or permitting
and the scoring records maintained by any board or by the Departments on individuals or applicants.
However, this material may be (i) made available during normal working hours for copying by the sub-
ject individual or applicant at his expense at the office of the Department or board that possesses the
material or (ii) upon the request of the subject individual or applicant and at his expense, mailed or
emailed to such individual or applicant at the address or email address on file with the applicable
board or Department.

3. Records of active investigations being conducted by the Departments or any board.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.41; 1982, c. 207; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2017, c. 423; 2023, cc. 249, 250.

§ 54.1-109. Reviews and appeals.
Any person who has been aggrieved by any action of the Department of Professional and Occu-
pational Regulation, Department of Health Professions, Board for Professional and Occupational
Regulation, Board of Health Professions, any regulatory board within the Departments or any panel of
a health regulatory board convened pursuant to § 54.1-2400 shall be entitled to a review of such
action. Appeals from such actions shall be in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Pro-
cess Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.19; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 659; 1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-110. Presiding officer; participation of board in hearing; disqualification of board member.
A. Every hearing in a contested case shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the
Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). When a hearing officer presides, the regulatory board
shall determine whether the hearing officer is to hear the case alone or with a panel of a health reg-
ulatory board convened pursuant to § 54.1-2400 or whether the board is to hear the case with the hear-
ing officer.

B. A board member shall disqualify himself and withdraw from any case in which he cannot accord fair
and impartial consideration. Any party may request the disqualification of any board member by stat-
ing with particularity the grounds upon which it is claimed that fair and impartial consideration cannot
be accorded. The remaining members of the board or panel shall determine whether the individual
should be disqualified.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.37; 1986, c. 615; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 659.

§ 54.1-111. Unlawful acts; prosecution; proceedings in equity; civil penalty.
A. It is unlawful for any person, partnership, corporation, or other entity to engage in any of the fol-
lowing acts:

1. Practicing a profession or occupation without holding a valid license as required by statute or reg-
ulation.
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2. Making use of any designation provided by statute or regulation to denote a standard of pro-
fessional or occupational competence without being duly certified or licensed.

3. Making use of any titles, words, letters, or abbreviations which may reasonably be confused with a
designation provided by statute or regulation to denote a standard of professional or occupational com-
petence without being duly certified or licensed.

4. Performing any act or function which is restricted by statute or regulation to persons holding a pro-
fessional or occupational license or certification, without being duly certified or licensed.

5. Failing to register as a practitioner of a profession or occupation as required by statute or regulation.

6. Materially misrepresenting facts in an application for licensure, certification, or registration.

7. Willfully refusing to furnish a regulatory board information or records required or requested pursuant
to statute or regulation.

8. Violating any statute or regulation governing the practice of any profession or occupation regulated
pursuant to this title.

9. Refusing to process a request, tendered in accordance with the regulations of the relevant health
regulatory board or applicable statutory law, for patient records or prescription dispensing records after
the closing of a business or professional practice or the transfer of ownership of a business or pro-
fessional practice.

B. Any person who willfully engages in any unlawful act enumerated in this section is guilty of a Class
1 misdemeanor. The third or any subsequent conviction for violating this section during a 36-month
period constitutes a Class 6 felony. In addition, any person convicted of any unlawful act enumerated
in subdivisions A 1 through 8, for conduct that is within the purview of any regulatory board within the
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, may be ordered by the court to pay resti-
tution in accordance with §§ 19.2-305 through 19.2-305.4.

C. The Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, or his designee, may
issue a notice to any person violating the provisions of subdivisions A 1 through 5 or A 8 to cease and
desist such activity.

D. In addition to the criminal penalties provided for in subsection B, the Department of Professional
and Occupational Regulation or the Department of Health Professions, without compliance with the
Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), shall have the authority to enforce the provisions of
subsection A and may institute proceedings in equity to enjoin any person, partnership, corporation or
any other entity from engaging in any unlawful act enumerated in this section and to recover a civil
penalty of at least $200 but not more than $5,000 per violation, with each unlawful act constituting a
separate violation; but in no event shall the civil penalties against any one person, partnership, cor-
poration or other entity exceed $25,000 per year. Such proceedings shall be brought in the name of
the Commonwealth by the appropriate Department in the circuit court or general district court of the
city or county in which the unlawful act occurred or in which the defendant resides.



E. This section shall not be construed to prohibit or prevent the owner of patient records from (i) retain-
ing copies of his patient records or prescription dispensing records after the closing of a business or
professional practice or the transfer of ownership of a business or professional practice or (ii) charging
a reasonable fee, in accordance with subsections B2, B3, B4, and B6 of § 8.01-413 or subsection J of
§ 32.1-127.1:03, for copies of patient records, as applicable under the circumstances.

F. Nothing in this section, nor §§ 13.1-543, 13.1-1102, 54.1-2902, and 54.1-2929, shall be construed
to prohibit or prevent any entity of a type listed in § 13.1-542.1 or 13.1-1101.1, which employs or con-
tracts with an individual licensed by a health regulatory board, from (i) practicing or engaging in the
practice of a profession or occupation for which such individual is licensed, (ii) providing or rendering
professional services related thereto through the licensed individual, or (iii) having a legitimate interest
in enforcing the terms of employment or its contract with the licensed individual.

G. This section shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to all persons holding a multistate licensure privilege to
practice nursing in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.20; 1988, c. 765; 1993, cc. 129, 499; 1998, c. 470; 2001, c. 544; 2003, cc. 753,
762; 2004, c. 49; 2005, cc. 398, 642, 697; 2008, c. 358; 2017, c. 457; 2019, cc. 481, 517.

§ 54.1-112. Copies of records as evidence.
Copies of all records, documents and other papers of the Department of Professional and Occu-
pational Regulation and the Department of Health Professions and their regulatory boards which bear
the official seal and which are duly certified and authenticated in writing on the face of such doc-
uments to be true copies by the custodian thereof and by the person to whom the custodian reports
shall be received as evidence with like effect as the original records, documents or other papers in all
courts of the Commonwealth.

1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-113. Regulatory boards to adjust fees; certain transfer of moneys collected on behalf of
health regulatory boards prohibited.
A. Following the close of any biennium, when the account for any regulatory board within the Depart-
ment of Professional and Occupational Regulation maintained under § 54.1-308 shows that unspent
and unencumbered revenue exceeds $100,000 or 20 percent of the total expenses allocated to the
regulatory board for the past biennium, whichever is greater, the regulatory board shall (i) distribute all
such excess revenue to current regulants and (ii) reduce the fees levied by it for certification, licen-
sure, registration, or permit and renewal thereof so that the fees are sufficient but not excessive to
cover expenses.

B. Following the close of any biennium, when the account for any regulatory board within the Depart-
ment of Health Professions maintained under § 54.1-2505 shows expenses allocated to it for the past
biennium to be more than 10 percent greater or less than moneys collected on behalf of the regulatory
board, it shall revise the fees levied by it for certification, licensure, registration, or permit and renewal
thereof so that the fees are sufficient but not excessive to cover expenses.
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C. Nongeneral funds generated by fees collected on behalf of the health regulatory boards and
accounted for and deposited into a special fund by the Director of the Department of Health Pro-
fessions shall be held exclusively to cover the expenses of the health regulatory boards, the Health
Practitioners' Monitoring Program, and the Department and Board of Health Professions and shall not
be transferred to any agency other than the Department of Health Professions, except as provided in
§§ 54.1-3011.1 and 54.1-3011.2.

1981, c. 558, § 54-1.28:1; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2006, c. 631; 2009, c. 472; 2017, c. 423; 2019,
cc. 517, 697.

§ 54.1-114. Biennial report.
The Board of Bar Examiners, the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation and the
Department of Health Professions shall submit biennial reports to the Governor and General
Assembly on or before November 1 of each even-numbered year. The biennial report shall contain at
a minimum the following information for the Board of Bar Examiners and for each board within the two
Departments: (i) a summary of the board's fiscal affairs, (ii) a description of the board's activities, (iii)
statistical information regarding the administrative hearings and decisions of the board, (iv) a general
summary of all complaints received against licensees and the procedures used to resolve the com-
plaints, and (v) a description of any action taken by the board designed to increase public awareness
of board operations and to facilitate public participation. The Department of Health Professions shall
include, in those portions of its report relating to the Board of Medicine, a compilation of the data
required by § 54.1-2910.1.

1985, c. 537, § 54-1.2:3; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 1998, c. 744; 2004, c. 650.

§ 54.1-115. Expired.
Expired.

§ 54.1-116. Applicants to include social security numbers, or other identifying number; exemption.
A. Every applicant for a license, certificate, registration or other authorization to engage in a business,
trade, profession or occupation issued by the Commonwealth pursuant to this title, and every applic-
ant for renewal thereof, shall provide on the application either his social security number or control
number issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to § 46.2-342. An initial application or
renewal application which does not include either identifying number shall not be considered or acted
upon by the issuing entity, and no refund of any fees paid with the application shall be granted.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, a health regulatory board of the Department of
Health Professions may issue a temporary license or authorization to practice, effective for not longer
than 90 days, to an otherwise qualified applicant for a license, certificate or registration who is a for-
eign national and cannot provide a social security number or control number at the time of application.

1997, cc. 794, 898; 2003, c. 803.

§ 54.1-117. Expiration of documents issued to persons in diplomatic service and the armed services
of the United States.
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Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, any license, permit, certificate, or other document, how-
ever styled or denominated, that is related to the practice of any business, profession, or calling and
issued under this title to any citizen of the Commonwealth shall be held not to have expired during the
period of such person's service outside the United States, in the armed services of the United States
or as a member of the diplomatic service of the United States, appointed under the Foreign Service
Act of 1946, serving outside the United States and 60 days thereafter. However, no extension granted
under this section shall exceed five years from the date of expiration of the document. The provisions
of this section shall apply to the spouse of a member of the armed services of the United States if the
spouse accompanies the member during periods of service outside of the United States.

For the purposes of this section "service in the armed services of the United States" includes active
duty service with the regular Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard or other reserve
component.

2004, c. 975; 2011, cc. 342, 357.

§ 54.1-118. Qualifications for licensure, etc.; substantially equivalent military training and edu-
cation.
A. Except as provided in this section, the regulatory boards within the Department of Professional and
Occupational Regulation, the Department of Health Professions, or any board named in this title shall
accept the military training, education, or experience of a service member honorably discharged from
active military service in the armed forces of the United States, to the extent that such training, edu-
cation, or experience is substantially equivalent to the requirements established by law and reg-
ulations of the respective board for the issuance of any license, permit, certificate, or other document,
however styled or denominated, required for the practice of any business, profession, or occupation in
the Commonwealth. To the extent that the service member's military training, education, or exper-
ience, or portion thereof, is not deemed substantially equivalent, the respective board shall credit
whatever portion of the military training, education, or experience that is substantially equivalent
toward meeting the requirements for the issuance of the license, permit, certificate, or other document.

The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to the Board of Medicine in the regulation of the prac-
tice of medicine or osteopathic medicine. Nor shall this subsection apply to the Board of Dentistry in
the regulation of dentists or oral and maxillofacial surgeons.

B. The Board of Medicine may accept a service member's military training, education, or experience
as an intern or resident in an approved facility to satisfy the requirement of one year of satisfactory
postgraduate training as an intern or resident in a hospital or health care facility, provided the applic-
ant for licensure (i) has been honorably discharged from active military service in the armed forces of
the United States, (ii) is a graduate of a Board-approved institution, (iii) has successfully completed all
required examinations for licensure, and (iv) applies for licensure within six months of discharge from
active military service.
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C. The Board of Dentistry may accept the military training, education, or experience of a service mem-
ber provided the applicant for licensure (i) has been honorably discharged from active military service
in the armed forces of the United States, (ii) has been in continuous clinical practice for four of the six
years immediately preceding the application for licensure, (iii) holds a diploma or certificate of a dental
program accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association,
and (iv) has successfully completed all required examinations for licensure. Active patient care in the
Dental Corps of the United States armed forces, voluntary practice in a public health clinic, or practice
in an intern or residency program may be accepted by the Board to satisfy requirements for licensure.

D. Any regulatory board may require the service member to provide such documentation of his train-
ing, education, or experience as deemed necessary by the board to determine substantial equi-
valency.

E. As used in this section, "active military service" means federally funded military duty as (i) a mem-
ber of the armed forces of the United States on active duty pursuant to Title 10 of the United States
Code or (ii) a member of the Virginia National Guard on active duty pursuant to either Title 10 or Title
32 of the United States Code.

2012, c. 524.

§ 54.1-119. Expediting the issuance of licenses, etc., to spouses of military service members; issu-
ance of temporary licenses, etc.
A. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary and unless an applicant is found by the board to have
engaged in any act that would constitute grounds for disciplinary action, a regulatory board within the
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation or the Department of Health Professions or
any other board named in this title shall expedite the issuance of a license, permit, certificate, or other
document, however styled or denominated, required for the practice of any business, profession, or
occupation in the Commonwealth to an applicant whose application has been deemed complete by
the board and (i) who holds the same or similar license, permit, certificate, or other document required
for the practice of any business, profession, or occupation issued by another jurisdiction; (ii) whose
spouse is (a) on federal active duty orders pursuant to Title 10 of the United States Code or (b) a vet-
eran, as that term is defined in § 2.2-2000.1, who has left active-duty service within one year of the sub-
mission of an application to a board; and (iii) who accompanies the applicant's spouse to the
Commonwealth or an adjoining state or the District of Columbia, if, in the opinion of the board, the
requirements for the issuance of the license, permit, certificate, or other document in such other jur-
isdiction are substantially equivalent to those required in the Commonwealth. A board may waive any
requirement relating to experience if the board determines that the documentation provided by the
applicant supports such a waiver.

B. If a board is unable to (i) complete the review of the documentation provided by the applicant or (ii)
make a final determination regarding substantial equivalency within 20 days of the receipt of a com-
pleted application, the board shall issue a temporary license, permit, or certificate, provided the
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applicant otherwise meets the qualifications set out in subsection A. Any temporary license, permit, or
certification issued pursuant to this subsection shall be limited for a period not to exceed 12 months
and shall authorize the applicant to engage in the profession or occupation while the board completes
its review of the documentation provided by the applicant or the applicant completes any specific
requirements that may be required in Virginia that were not required in the jurisdiction in which the
applicant holds the license, permit, or certificate.

C. The provisions of this section shall apply regardless of whether a regulatory board has entered into
a reciprocal agreement with the other jurisdiction pursuant to subsection B of § 54.1-103.

D. Any regulatory board may require the applicant to provide documentation it deems necessary to
make a determination of substantial equivalency.

2012, c. 604; 2014, c. 602; 2016, c. 33; 2020, cc. 28, 35.

Subtitle II - Professions and Occupations Regulated by the Department of
Professional and Occupational Regulation and Boards Within the Depart-
ment

Chapter 2 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-200. Composition of regulatory boards.
A regulatory board established to administer a system of certification or licensure as provided in §§
54.1-310 and 54.1-311, unless otherwise specified by law, shall consist of at least five members. The
Board for Professional and Occupational Regulation may recommend to the General Assembly the
number of members to be placed on the regulatory board. Two members of each board established
hereafter shall be citizen members and the remainder of the members shall be practitioners of the pro-
fession or occupation which is being regulated. Citizen members shall participate in all matters except
decisions regarding the examination of applicants for licensure or decisions regarding the pro-
fessional competence of licensees. Terms of the members shall be staggered to ensure a continuing
body.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.27; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-201. Powers and duties of regulatory boards.
A. The powers and duties of regulatory boards shall be as follows:

1. To establish the qualifications of applicants for certification or licensure by any such board,
provided that all qualifications shall be necessary to ensure either competence or integrity to engage
in such profession or occupation.

2. To examine, or cause to be examined, the qualifications of each applicant for certification or licen-
sure within its particular regulatory system, including when necessary the preparation, administration
and grading of examinations.
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3. To certify or license qualified applicants as practitioners of the particular profession or occupation
regulated by such board.

4. To levy and collect fees for certification or licensure and renewal that are sufficient to cover all
expenses for the administration and operation of the regulatory board and a proportionate share of the
expenses of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation and the Board for Pro-
fessional and Occupational Regulation.

5. To promulgate regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.)
necessary to assure continued competency, to prevent deceptive or misleading practices by prac-
titioners and to effectively administer the regulatory system administered by the regulatory board. The
regulations shall not be in conflict with the purposes and intent of this chapter or of Chapters 1 (§ 54.1-
100 et seq.) and 3 (§ 54.1-300 et seq.) of this title.

6. To ensure that inspections are conducted relating to the practice of each practitioner certified or
licensed by the regulatory board to ensure that the practitioner is conducting his practice in a com-
petent manner and within the lawful regulations promulgated by the board.

7. To place a regulant on probation or revoke, suspend or fail to renew a certificate or license for just
causes as enumerated in regulations of the board. Conditions of probation may include, but not be lim-
ited to the successful completion of remedial education or examination.

8. To receive complaints concerning the conduct of any regulant and to take appropriate disciplinary
action if warranted.

9. To provide a regulant subject to a disciplinary action with a notice advising the regulant of his right
to be heard at an informal fact-finding conference pursuant to § 2.2-4019 of the Administrative Process
Act. The notice shall state that if the regulant does not request an informal fact-finding conference
within 30 days of receipt of the notice, the board may issue a case decision as defined in § 2.2-4001,
with judicial review of the case decision in accordance with § 2.2-4026. If the regulant asserts his right
to be heard prior to the board issuing its case decision, the board shall remand the case to an informal
fact-finding conference. The notice required by this subdivision shall be sent in a manner that allows
for confirmation of delivery or, if agreed to by the parties, through electronic means, provided that the
board retains sufficient proof of the electronic delivery, which may be an electronic receipt of delivery,
a confirmation that the notice was sent by facsimile, or a certificate of service prepared by the sender
confirming the electronic delivery.

10. To promulgate canons of ethics under which the professional activities of regulants shall be con-
ducted.

B. A regulant shall furnish, upon the request of a person to whom the regulant is providing or offering
to provide service, satisfactory proof that the regulant (i) is duly licensed, certified, or registered under
this subtitle and (ii) has obtained any required bond or insurance to engage in his profession or occu-
pation.



C. As used in this section, "regulant" means any person, firm, corporation, association, partnership,
joint venture, or any other legal entity required by this subtitle to be licensed, certified, or registered.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.28; 1983, c. 569; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2005, c. 383; 2012, c. 769; 2013, cc.
398, 486; 2023, cc. 100, 101.

§ 54.1-201.1. Issuance of temporary licenses and certifications.
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the regulatory boards within the Department of Pro-
fessional and Occupational Regulation may issue a temporary license or certification to any applicant
who holds a comparable license or certification issued by another state, provided (i) the license or cer-
tificate is valid, (ii) the applicant is in good standing with the regulatory entity that issued the license or
certification, and (iii) the applicant simultaneously submits a completed application for a Virginia
license or certification.

B. Any person who receives a temporary license or certification pursuant to this section shall be sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the issuing regulatory board.

C. Any license or certification issued pursuant to this section shall be valid for a period not to exceed
45 days from the date of issuance and may not be renewed.

2010, cc. 260, 280.

§ 54.1-202. Monetary penalty; delegation to Director of authority enter consent agreements.
A. Any person licensed or certified by a regulatory board who violates any statute or regulation per-
taining to that regulatory board who is not criminally prosecuted shall be subject to the monetary pen-
alty provided in this section. If a regulatory board determines that a respondent is guilty of the violation
complained of, the board shall determine the amount of the monetary penalty for the violation, which
shall not exceed $2,500 for each violation. The penalty may be sued for and recovered in the name of
the Commonwealth.

B. Any regulatory board within the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation may
adopt a resolution delegating to the Director the authority to enter into consent agreements on behalf
of the regulatory board with regulants of the board. Such resolution shall specify the types of violations
to which the delegation applies and the maximummonetary penalty that may be imposed in a consent
agreement for each regulatory violation. No delegation of authority pursuant to this subsection shall
provide for a monetary penalty over $2,500 per regulatory violation.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.22; 1988, c. 765; 1999, cc. 37, 950; 2001, c. 832; 2005, c. 383.

§ 54.1-203. Recovery of cost after grant of formal fact-finding.
After a formal fact-finding pursuant to § 2.2-4020 wherein a sanction is imposed to fine, or to suspend,
revoke or deny renewal of any license, certificate or registration, the regulatory board or the Depart-
ment may assess the holder thereof the cost of conducting such fact-finding when the board or Depart-
ment has final authority to grant such license, certificate or registration, unless the board or
Department determines that the offense was inadvertent or done in a good faith belief that such act did
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not violate a statute or regulation. The cost shall be limited to (i) the reasonable hourly rate for the hear-
ing officer and (ii) the actual cost of recording the proceedings.

1983, c. 401, § 54-1.22:1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-204. Prior convictions not to abridge rights.
A. A person shall not be refused a license, certificate or registration to practice, pursue, or engage in
any regulated occupation or profession solely because of a prior criminal conviction, unless the crim-
inal conviction directly relates to the occupation or profession for which the license, certificate or regis-
tration is sought. However, the regulatory board shall have the authority to refuse a license, certificate
or registration if, based upon all the information available, including the applicant's record of prior con-
victions, it finds that the applicant is unfit or unsuited to engage in such occupation or profession.

B. In determining whether a criminal conviction directly relates to an occupation or profession, the reg-
ulatory board shall consider the following criteria:

1. The nature and seriousness of the crime;

2. The relationship of the crime to the purpose for requiring a license to engage in the occupation;

3. The extent to which the occupation or profession might offer an opportunity to engage in further crim-
inal activity of the same type as that in which the person had been involved;

4. The relationship of the crime to the ability, capacity or fitness required to perform the duties and dis-
charge the responsibilities of the occupation or profession;

5. The extent and nature of the person's past criminal activity;

6. The age of the person at the time of the commission of the crime;

7. The amount of time that has elapsed since the person's last involvement in the commission of a
crime;

8. The conduct and work activity of the person prior to and following the criminal activity; and

9. Evidence of the person's rehabilitation or rehabilitative effort while incarcerated or following
release.

C. A regulatory board or department may require any applicant for registration, licensure or cer-
tification to submit to fingerprinting and to provide personal descriptive information to be forwarded
along with the applicant's fingerprints through the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record information regarding such
applicant. Such applicant shall pay the cost of the fingerprinting or a criminal records check or both.

The regulatory board or department may enter into a contract to obtain the fingerprints and descriptive
information as required for submission to the Central Criminal Records Exchange in a manner and
format approved by the Central Criminal Records Exchange.



The Central Criminal Records Exchange, upon receipt of an applicant's record or notification that no
record exists, shall make a report to the regulatory board or department or their designee, who must
belong to a governmental entity. If an applicant is denied a registration, license or certificate because
of the information appearing in his criminal history record, the regulatory board or department shall
notify the applicant that information obtained from the Central Criminal Records Exchange contributed
to such denial. The information shall not be disseminated except as provided for in this section.

D. A regulatory board or department shall consider the criminal information as contained in the applic-
ant's state or national criminal history in lieu of the applicant providing certified copies of such court
records in determining whether a criminal conviction directly relates to an occupation or profession or
if an applicant is unfit or unsuited to engage in an occupation or profession. The regulatory board or
department may request additional information from the applicant in making such determination.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.21; 1988, c. 765; 2003, c. 582; 2009, c. 667.

§ 54.1-205. Universal license recognition.
A. The regulatory boards within the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation shall,
upon application by an individual, recognize licenses or certificates issued by another state as ful-
fillment of qualifications for licensure or government certification in the Commonwealth if the following
conditions are met:

1. The individual holds a current and valid professional or occupational license or government cer-
tification in another state in a profession or occupation with a similar scope of practice, as determined
by the board in the Commonwealth;

2. The individual has held the professional or occupational license or government certification in the
other state for at least three years;

3. The board in the other state or state of original licensure required the individual to pass an exam-
ination and to meet certain standards related to education, training, or experience;

4. There are no pending investigations or unresolved complaints against the individual, and the board
in the other state holds the individual in good standing;

5. The individual does not have a disqualifying criminal record as determined by the board in the Com-
monwealth in accordance with § 54.1-204;

6. No board in another state has imposed discipline on the licensee, except for discipline involving
only a financial penalty and no harm to the health or economic well-being of the public; and

7. The individual pays all applicable fees.

B. The regulatory boards within the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation shall,
upon application by an individual, recognize work experience in another state as fulfillment of qual-
ifications for licensure or government certification in the Commonwealth if the following conditions are
met:
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1. The individual worked in another state that does not use a professional or occupational license or
government certification to regulate a profession or occupation, but the Commonwealth uses a pro-
fessional or occupational license or government certification to regulate a profession or occupation
with a similar scope of practice, as determined by the board;

2. The individual has worked in the profession or occupation for at least three years;

3. The individual passes any examination required by the board of applicants for licensure or cer-
tification; and

4. The individual satisfies the conditions outlined in subdivisions A 5, 6, and 7.

C. The regulatory boards within the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation may
require an individual seeking a professional or occupational licensure or government certification pur-
suant to this section to pass a jurisprudential examination specific to relevant state laws and admin-
istrative rules that regulate such profession or occupation if such an examination is required of other
applicants for the same license or certification.

D. For purposes of this section, "other state" or "another state" means any state, territory, possession,
or jurisdiction of the United States.

E. This section shall not apply to any professional services, as defined in § 2.2-4301.

2023, cc. 2, 3.

Chapter 3 - DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL
REGULATION

§ 54.1-300. Definitions.
As used in this chapter unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board for Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Certification" means the process whereby the Department or any regulatory board issues a certificate
on behalf of the Commonwealth to a person certifying that he possesses the character and minimum
skills to engage properly in his profession or occupation.

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Inspection" means a method of regulation whereby a state agency periodically examines the activ-
ities and premises of practitioners of an occupation or profession to ascertain if the practitioner is car-
rying out his profession or occupation in a manner consistent with the public health, safety and
welfare.

"Licensure" means a method of regulation whereby the Commonwealth, through the issuance of a
license, authorizes a person possessing the character and minimum skills to engage in the practice of
a profession or occupation that is unlawful to practice without a license.
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"Registration" means a method of regulation whereby any practitioner of a profession or occupation
may be required to submit information concerning the location, nature and operation of his practice.

"Regulatory board" means the Auctioneers Board, Board for Architects, Professional Engineers, Land
Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers and Landscape Architects, Board for Barbers and Cos-
metology, Board for Branch Pilots, Board for Contractors, Board for Hearing Aid Specialists and Opti-
cians, Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists, Board for Waste
Management Facility Operators, Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite
Sewage System Professionals, Cemetery Board, Real Estate Appraiser Board, Real Estate Board,
Fair Housing Board, Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors, and Common Interest
Community Board.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.18; 1980, c. 757; 1981, c. 132; 1982, c. 538; 1983, cc. 115, 322; 1984, cc. 82, 203;
1985, c. 448; 1987, c. 686; 1988, cc. 354, 716, 765; 1990, cc. 459, 466; 1991, c. 551; 1993, c. 499;
1998, c. 27; 1999, c. 950; 2000, c. 726; 2001, cc. 723, 832; 2002, c. 784; 2003, c. 575; 2007, cc. 892,
924; 2009, cc. 358, 557; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-301. Department continued; appointment of Director.
The Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation within the executive branch is hereby
continued. The Department shall be headed by a Director who shall be appointed by the Governor,
subject to confirmation by the General Assembly, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor for a term
coincident with that of the Governor.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.30; 1984, c. 720; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-302. Supervision of Department.
The Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation shall be responsible for
the supervision of the Department under the direction and control of the Governor and shall exercise
such other powers and perform such other duties as the Governor requires.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.31; 1984, c. 720; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-303. General powers of Director.
The Director shall have the following general powers:

To employ personnel and assistance necessary for the operation of the Department and the purposes
of this chapter.

To make and enter into all contracts and agreements necessary or incidental to the performance of the
duties of the Department and the execution of its powers under this chapter, including, but not limited
to, contracts with the United States, other states, and agencies and governmental subdivisions of the
Commonwealth.

To accept grants from the United States government and agencies and instrumentalities thereof and
any other source. To these ends, the Department shall have the power to comply with such conditions
and execute such agreements as may be necessary, convenient or desirable.
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To do all acts necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes of this subtitle.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.32; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-304. Powers and duties of the Director with respect to regulatory boards.
Each of the regulatory boards within the Department shall be a separate board. All of the admin-
istrative functions of the regulatory boards shall be under the direction and supervision of the Director.

In the performance and discharge of his duties with respect to the regulatory boards, the Director shall:

1. Be the secretary of each board;

2. Maintain all records for each board;

3. Collect and account for all fees prescribed to be paid into each board and account for and deposit
the moneys so collected into a special fund from which the expenses of the Board, regulatory boards
and Department shall be paid;

4. Enforce all statutes and regulations the Director is required to administer;

5. Exercise other powers necessary to function as the sole administrative officer of each of such
boards; and

6. Perform any additional administrative functions prescribed by the Board.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.33; 1984, c. 734; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-305. Bond of Director.
The Director shall be bonded in accordance with § 2.2-1840.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.34; 1988, c. 765; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 152.

§ 54.1-306. Enforcement of laws by Director or investigators; authority of investigators appointed
by Director.
A. The Director or investigators appointed by him shall be sworn to enforce the statutes and reg-
ulations pertaining to the Department, the regulatory boards within Subtitle II (§ 54.1-200 et seq.) of
this title, and any of the programs which may be in another title of this Code for which any regulatory
board within Subtitle II has enforcement responsibility. The Director or investigators appointed by him
shall have the authority to investigate violations of the statutes and regulations that the Director is
required to enforce. The Director or investigators appointed by him shall also have the authority to
issue summonses for violations of the statutes and regulations governing the unlicensed practice of
professions regulated by the Department. In the event a person issued such a summons fails or
refuses to discontinue the unlawful acts or refuses to give a written promise to appear at the time and
place specified in the summons, the investigator may appear before a magistrate or other issuing
authority having jurisdiction to obtain a criminal warrant pursuant to § 19.2-72. In addition, sworn crim-
inal investigators of the Department's Criminal Investigations section shall be statewide conservators
of the peace while engaged in the performance of their official duties.
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B. All investigators appointed by the Director are vested with the authority to administer oaths or affirm-
ations for the purpose of receiving complaints and conducting investigations of violations of this sub-
title, or any regulation promulgated pursuant to authority given by this subtitle or in connection with
any investigation conducted on behalf of any regulatory board within this subtitle or a program which
may be located in another title in this Code. Such investigators are vested with the authority to obtain,
serve and execute any warrant, paper or process issued by any court or magistrate or any regulatory
board under the authority of the Director and request and receive criminal history information under
the provisions of § 19.2-389.

C. Any regulatory board within the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation may
adopt a resolution delegating to the sworn investigators appointed by the Director pursuant to § 54.1-
306, the authority to conduct inspections. After conducting an inspection pursuant to the delegation of
inspection authority, an investigator may initiate an investigation based on any act, omission, or con-
dition witnessed by the investigator and offer a consent agreement to the regulant to resolve any viol-
ation discovered during the inspection, subject to the provisions of subsection B of § 54.1-202. If a
consent agreement is offered pursuant to the delegation of authority authorized by this subsection, it
shall not become effective until approved by the Director.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.39; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 16; 1991, c. 130; 2002, c. 605; 2005, c. 383.

§ 54.1-307. Subpoenas.
In addition to the authority granted in § 2.2-4022 to issue subpoenas and the right to issue subpoenas
granted the several regulatory boards within the Department of Professional and Occupational Regu-
lation, the Director or a designated subordinate shall have the right to make an ex parte application to
the circuit court for the city or county wherein evidence sought is kept or wherein a licensee does busi-
ness, for the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum in furtherance of the investigation of a sworn com-
plaint within the jurisdiction of the Department or a regulatory board to request production of any
relevant records, documents and physical or other evidence of any person, partnership, association or
corporation licensed or regulated by the Department. The court shall be authorized to issue and com-
pel compliance with such a subpoena upon a showing of reasonable cause. Upon determining that
reasonable cause exists to believe that evidence may be destroyed or altered, the court may issue a
subpoena duces tecum requiring the immediate production of evidence.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.40; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-307.1. Time for filing complaints against regulants.
A. Except as otherwise provided in § 36-96.9 and subsections B and C of this section, any complaint
against a regulant for any violation of statutes or regulations pertaining to the regulatory boards within
Subtitle II (§ 54.1-200 et seq.) of this title or any of the programs which may be in another title of the
Code for which any regulatory board within Subtitle II has enforcement responsibility, in order to be
investigated by the Department, shall be made in writing, or otherwise made in accordance with
Department procedures, and received by the Department within three years of the act, omission or
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occurrence giving rise to the violation. Public information obtained from any source by the Director or
agency staff may serve as the basis for a written complaint against a regulant.

B. However, where a regulant has materially and willfully misrepresented, concealed or omitted any
information and the information so misrepresented, concealed or omitted is material to the estab-
lishment of the violation, the complaint may be made at any time within two years after discovery of the
misrepresentation, concealment or omission.

C. In cases where criminal charges have been filed involving matters that, if found to be true, would
also constitute a violation of the regulations or laws of the regulant's profession enforced by the Depart-
ment, an investigation may be initiated by the Department at any time within two years following the
date such criminal charges are filed.

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the filing of a complaint if the alleged violation
of the statute or regulation is discovered during the conduct of an inspection authorized by law, and
the acts, omissions, or conditions constituting the alleged violations are witnessed by a sworn invest-
igator appointed by the Director.

1994, c. 581; 2004, c. 297; 2005, c. 383.

§ 54.1-308. Departmental expenses.
The compensation of the Director and the employees within the Department, including the com-
pensation of the members of each board, shall be paid out of the total funds collected and charged to
the accounts of the respective boards. The Director shall maintain a separate account for each board
showing the moneys collected on its behalf and the expenses allocated to each board.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.42; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-308.1. Interest on cash bonds held by regulatory boards of Department.
Interest earned on any cash bond held by the Department on behalf of any regulatory board shall be
credited to the Department.

1995, c. 43.

§ 54.1-309. Board for Professional and Occupational Regulation; members, terms, chairman; meet-
ings.
There shall be a Board for Professional and Occupational Regulation within the Department of Pro-
fessional and Occupational Regulation. The Board shall consist of nine members appointed by the
Governor, subject to confirmation by the General Assembly. Members shall serve for four-year terms
and no member shall serve for more than two full successive terms. The chairman of the Board shall
be elected annually by the Board.

The Board shall meet at least once each year and on the call of the chairman when he deems addi-
tional meetings necessary.

1979, c. 408, §§ 54-1.23, 54-1.24; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2012, c. 522.

§ 54.1-310. Powers and duties of Board.
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A. The Board shall have the following powers and duties:

1. Provide a means of citizen access to the Department.

2. Provide a means of publicizing the policies and programs of the Department in order to educate the
public and elicit public support for Department activities.

3. Monitor the policies and activities of the Department and have the right of access to departmental
information.

4. Advise the Governor and the Director on matters relating to the regulation of professions and occu-
pations.

5. Promulgate regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.)
necessary to carry out its responsibilities.

6. Evaluate constantly each profession and occupation in the Commonwealth not otherwise regulated
for consideration as to whether such profession or occupation should be regulated and, if so, the
degree of regulation that should be imposed. Whenever it determines that the public interest requires
that a profession or occupation which is not regulated by law should be regulated, the Board shall
recommend to the General Assembly next convened a regulatory system accompanied by com-
prehensive regulations necessary to conduct the degree of regulation required.

B. Upon the regulation of a profession or occupation as set forth in subsection A, the Board shall have
the power and duty to promulgate supplemental regulations necessary to effectuate the purposes and
intent of this chapter and to establish regulatory boards to administer the system of regulation and the
regulations recommended by the Board and approved by the General Assembly.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.25; 1984, cc. 720, 734; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-310.1. Petitions for regulation; review by Board; report.
A. Any professional or occupational group or organization, any person, or any other interested party
that proposes the regulation of any unregulated professional or occupational group shall submit a
request to the Board no later than December 1 of any year for analysis and evaluation during the fol-
lowing year.

B. The Board shall review the request only when filed with a statement of support for the proposed reg-
ulation signed by at least 10 members of the professional or occupational group for which regulation is
being sought or at least 10 individuals who are not members of the professional or occupational
group.

C. The request shall include, at a minimum, the following information:

1. A description of the group proposed for regulation, including a list of associations, organizations,
and other groups representing the practitioners in the Commonwealth, and an estimate of the number
of practitioners in each group;

2. A definition of the problems to be solved by regulation and the reasons why regulation is necessary;
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3. The reasons why registration, certification, licensure, or other type of regulation is being proposed
and why that regulatory alternative was chosen;

4. The benefit to the public that would result from the proposed regulation;

5. The cost of the proposed regulation; and

6. A description of any anticipated disqualifications on an applicant for certification, licensure, or
renewal and how such disqualifications serve public safety or commercial or consumer protection
interests.

D. Upon receipt of a request submitted in accordance with the requirements of subsection C, the
Board shall conduct an analysis and evaluation of any proposed regulation based on the criteria enu-
merated in § 54.1-311.

E. The Board may decline to conduct a review only if it:

1. Previously conducted an analysis and evaluation of the proposed regulation of the same pro-
fessional or occupational group;

2. Issued a report not more than three years prior to the submission of the current proposal to regulate
the same professional or occupational group; and

3. Finds that no new information has been submitted in the request that would cause the Board to alter
or modify the recommendations made in its earlier report on the proposed regulation of the pro-
fessional or occupational group.

F. The Board shall submit a report with its findings on whether the public interest requires the reques-
ted professional or occupational group be regulated to the House Committee on General Laws, the
Senate Committee on General Laws and Technology, and the Joint Commission on Administrative
Rules no later than November 1 of the year following the request submission.

2016, c. 467.

§ 54.1-311. Degrees of regulation.
A. Whenever the Board determines that a particular profession or occupation should be regulated, or
that a different degree of regulation should be imposed on a regulated profession or occupation, it
shall consider the following degrees of regulation in the order provided in subdivisions 1 through 5.
The Board shall regulate only to the degree necessary to fulfill the need for regulation and only upon
approval by the General Assembly.

1. Private civil actions and criminal prosecutions. -- Whenever existing common law and statutory
causes of civil action or criminal prohibitions are not sufficient to eradicate existing harm or prevent
potential harm, the Board may first consider the recommendation of statutory change to provide more
strict causes for civil action and criminal prosecution.

2. Inspection and injunction. -- Whenever current inspection and injunction procedures are not suf-
ficient to eradicate existing harm, the Board may promulgate regulations consistent with the intent of
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this chapter to provide more adequate inspection procedures and to specify procedures whereby the
appropriate regulatory board may enjoin an activity which is detrimental to the public well-being. The
Board may recommend to the appropriate agency of the Commonwealth that such procedures be
strengthened or it may recommend statutory changes in order to grant to the appropriate state agency
the power to provide sufficient inspection and injunction procedures.

3. Registration. -- Whenever it is necessary to determine the impact of the operation of a profession or
occupation on the public, the Board may implement a system of registration.

4. Certification. -- When the public requires a substantial basis for relying on the professional services
of a practitioner, the Board may implement a system of certification.

5. Licensing. -- Whenever adequate regulation cannot be achieved by means other than licensing, the
Board may establish licensing procedures for any particular profession or occupation.

B. In determining the proper degree of regulation, if any, the Board shall determine the following:

1. Whether the practitioner, if unregulated, performs a service for individuals involving a hazard to the
public health, safety or welfare.

2. The opinion of a substantial portion of the people who do not practice the particular profession,
trade or occupation on the need for regulation.

3. The number of states which have regulatory provisions similar to those proposed.

4. Whether there is sufficient demand for the service for which there is no regulated substitute and this
service is required by a substantial portion of the population.

5. Whether the profession or occupation requires high standards of public responsibility, character and
performance of each individual engaged in the profession or occupation, as evidenced by established
and published codes of ethics.

6. Whether the profession or occupation requires such skill that the public generally is not qualified to
select a competent practitioner without some assurance that he has met minimum qualifications.

7. Whether the professional or occupational associations do not adequately protect the public from
incompetent, unscrupulous or irresponsible members of the profession or occupation.

8. Whether current laws which pertain to public health, safety and welfare generally are ineffective or
inadequate.

9. Whether the characteristics of the profession or occupation make it impractical or impossible to pro-
hibit those practices of the profession or occupation which are detrimental to the public health, safety
and welfare.

10. Whether the practitioner performs a service for others which may have a detrimental effect on third
parties relying on the expert knowledge of the practitioner.

1979, c. 408, § 54-1.26; 1988, c. 765.



Chapter 4 - ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, SURVEYORS, LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS

Article 1 - ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, SURVEYORS AND LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS

§ 54.1-400. Definitions.
As used in this chapter unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Architect" means a person who, by reason of his knowledge of the mathematical and physical sci-
ences, and the principles of architecture and architectural design, acquired by professional education,
practical experience, or both, is qualified to engage in the practice of architecture and whose com-
petence has been attested by the Board through licensure as an architect.

The "practice of architecture" means any service wherein the principles and methods of architecture
are applied, such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design, and includes the
responsible administration of construction contracts, in connection with any private or public buildings,
structures or projects, or the related equipment or accessories.

"Board" means the Board for Architects, Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified Interior
Designers and Landscape Architects.

"Certified interior designer" means a design professional who meets the criteria of education, exper-
ience, and testing in the rendering of interior design services established by the Board through cer-
tification as an interior designer.

"Improvements to real property" means any valuable addition or amelioration made to land and gen-
erally whatever is erected on or affixed to land which is intended to enhance its value, beauty or utility,
or adapt it to new or further purposes. Examples of improvements to real property include, but are not
limited to, structures, buildings, machinery, equipment, electrical systems, mechanical systems, roads,
and water and wastewater treatment and distribution systems.

"Interior design" by a certified interior designer means any service rendered wherein the principles
and methodology of interior design are applied in connection with the identification, research, and cre-
ative solution of problems pertaining to the function and quality of the interior environment. Such ser-
vices relative to interior spaces shall include the preparation of documents for nonload-bearing interior
construction, furnishings, fixtures, and equipment in order to enhance and protect the health, safety,
and welfare of the public.

"Land surveyor" means a person who, by reason of his knowledge of the several sciences and of the
principles of land surveying, and of the planning and design of land developments acquired by prac-
tical experience and formal education, is qualified to engage in the practice of land surveying, and
whose competence has been attested by the Board through licensure as a land surveyor.



The "practice of land surveying" includes surveying of areas for a determination or correction, a
description, the establishment or reestablishment of internal and external land boundaries, or the
determination of topography, contours or location of physical improvements, and also includes the
planning of land and subdivisions thereof. The term "planning of land and subdivisions thereof" shall
include, but not be limited to, the preparation of incidental plans and profiles for roads, streets and side-
walks, grading, drainage on the surface, culverts and erosion control measures, with reference to exist-
ing state or local standards.

"Landscape architect" means a person who, by reason of his special knowledge of natural, physical
and mathematical sciences, and the principles and methodology of landscape architecture and land-
scape architectural design acquired by professional education, practical experience, or both, is qual-
ified to engage in the practice of landscape architecture and whose competence has been attested by
the Board through licensure as a landscape architect.

The "practice of landscape architecture" by a licensed landscape architect means any service
wherein the principles and methodology of landscape architecture are applied in consultation, eval-
uation, planning (including the preparation and filing of sketches, drawings, plans and specifications)
and responsible supervision or administration of contracts relative to projects principally directed at
the functional and aesthetic use of land.

"Professional engineer" means a person who is qualified to practice engineering by reason of his spe-
cial knowledge and use of mathematical, physical and engineering sciences and the principles and
methods of engineering analysis and design acquired by engineering education and experience, and
whose competence has been attested by the Board through licensure as a professional engineer.

The "practice of engineering" means any service wherein the principles and methods of engineering
are applied to, but are not necessarily limited to, the following areas: consultation, investigation, eval-
uation, planning and design of public or private utilities, structures, machines, equipment, processes,
transportation systems and work systems, including responsible administration of construction con-
tracts. The term "practice of engineering" shall not include the service or maintenance of existing elec-
trical or mechanical systems.

"Residential wastewater" means sewage (i) generated by residential or accessory uses, not con-
taining storm water or industrial influent, and having no other toxic, or hazardous constituents not
routinely found in residential wastewater flows, or (ii) as certified by a professional engineer.

"Responsible charge" means the direct control and supervision of the practice of architecture, pro-
fessional engineering, landscape architecture, or land surveying.

1970, c. 671, § 54-17.1; 1974, c. 534; 1980, c. 757; 1982, c. 590; 1984, c. 437; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c.
512; 1992, cc. 780, 783; 1998, c. 27; 2008, c. 68; 2009, c. 309.

§ 54.1-401. Exemptions.
The following shall be exempted from the provisions of this chapter:
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1. Practice of professional engineering and land surveying by a licensed architect when such practice
is incidental to what may be properly considered an architectural undertaking.

2. Practice of architecture and land surveying by a licensed professional engineer when such practice
is incidental to an engineering project.

3. Practice as a professional engineer, architect or landscape architect in this Commonwealth by any
person not a resident of and having no established place of business in this Commonwealth, or by
any person resident in this Commonwealth whose arrival is recent, provided that such person is oth-
erwise qualified for such professional service in another state or country and qualifies in Virginia and
files prior to commencement of such practice an application, with the required fee, for licensure as a
professional engineer, architect or landscape architect. The exemption shall continue until the Board
has had sufficient time to consider the application and grant or deny licensure or certification.

4. Engaging in the practice of professional engineering as an employee under a licensed professional
engineer, engaging in the practice of architecture as an employee under a licensed architect, enga-
ging in the practice of landscape architecture as an employee under a licensed landscape architect, or
engaging in the practice of land surveying as an employee under a licensed land surveyor; provided,
that such practice shall not include responsible charge of design or supervision.

5. Practice of professional engineering, architecture, landscape architecture, or land surveying solely
as an employee of the United States. However, the employee shall not be exempt from other pro-
visions of this chapter if he furnishes advisory service for compensation to the public in connection
with engineering, architectural, landscape architecture, or land surveying matters.

6. Practice of architecture or professional engineering by an individual, firm or corporation on property
owned or leased by such individual, firm or corporation, unless the public health or safety is involved.

7. Except as provided by regulations promulgated by the State Corporation Commission pursuant to §
56-257.2:1, the practice of engineering solely as an employee of a corporation engaged in interstate
commerce, or as an employee of a public service corporation, by rendering such corporation engin-
eering service in connection with its facilities which are subject to regulation by the State Corporation
Commission, provided that corporation employees who furnish advisory service to the public in con-
nection with engineering matters other than in connection with such employment shall not be exempt
from the provisions of this chapter.

Code 1950, § 54-37; 1968, c. 77; 1980, c. 757; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 595, 780, 783; 2009, c. 309;
2020, c. 822.

§ 54.1-402. Further exemptions from license requirements for architects, professional engineers,
and land surveyors.
A. No license as an architect or professional engineer shall be required pursuant to § 54.1-406 for per-
sons who prepare plans, specifications, documents and designs for the following, provided any such
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plans, specifications, documents or designs bear the name and address of the author and his occu-
pation:

1. Single- and two-family homes, townhouses and multifamily dwellings, excluding electrical and
mechanical systems, not exceeding three stories; or

2. All farm structures used primarily in the production, handling or storage of agricultural products or
implements, including, but not limited to, structures used for the handling, processing, housing or stor-
age of crops, feeds, supplies, equipment, animals or poultry; or

3. Buildings and structures classified with respect to use as business (Use Group B) and mercantile
(Use Group M), as provided in the Uniform Statewide Building Code and churches with an occupant
load of 100 or less, excluding electrical and mechanical systems, where such building or structure
does not exceed 5,000 square feet in total net floor area, or three stories; or

4. Buildings and structures classified with respect to use as factory and industrial (Use Group F) and
storage (Use Group S) as provided in the Uniform Statewide Building Code, excluding electrical and
mechanical systems, where such building or structure does not exceed 15,000 square feet in total net
floor area, or three stories; or

5. Additions, remodeling or interior design without a change in occupancy or occupancy load and
without modification to the structural system or a change in access or exit patterns or increase in fire
hazard; or

6. Electric installations which comply with all applicable codes and which do not exceed 600 volts and
800 amps, where work is designed and performed under the direct supervision of a person licensed
as a master's level electrician or Class A electrical contractor by written examination, and where such
installation is not contained in any structure exceeding three stories or located in any of the following
categories:

a. Use Group A-1 theaters which exceed assembly of 100 persons;

b. Use Group A-4 except churches;

c. Use Group I, institutional buildings, except day care nurseries and clinics without life-support sys-
tems; or

7. Plumbing and mechanical systems using packaged mechanical equipment, such as equipment of
catalogued standard design which has been coordinated and tested by the manufacturer, which com-
ply with all applicable codes. These mechanical systems shall not exceed gauge pressures of 125
pounds per square inch, other than refrigeration, or temperatures other than flue gas of 300 degrees F
(150 degrees C) where such work is designed and performed under the direct supervision of a person
licensed as a master's level plumber, master's level heating, air conditioning and ventilating worker, or
Class A contractor in those specialties by written examination. In addition, such installation may not
be contained in any structure exceeding three stories or located in any structure which is defined as to
its use in any of the following categories:



a. Use Group A-1 theaters which exceed assembly of 100 persons;

b. Use Group A-4 except churches;

c. Use Group I, institutional buildings, except day care nurseries and clinics without life-support sys-
tems; or

8. The preparation of shop drawings, field drawings and specifications for components by a contractor
who will supervise the installation and where the shop drawings and specifications (i) will be
reviewed by the licensed professional engineer or architect responsible for the project or (ii) are oth-
erwise exempted; or

9. Buildings, structures, or electrical and mechanical installations which are not otherwise exempted
but which are of standard design, provided they bear the certification of a professional engineer or
architect registered or licensed in another state, and provided that the design is adapted for the spe-
cific location and for conformity with local codes, ordinances and regulations, and is so certified by a
professional engineer or architect licensed in Virginia; or

10. Construction by a state agency or political subdivision not exceeding $75,000 in value keyed to
the January 1, 1991, Consumer Price Index (CPI) and not otherwise requiring a licensed architect,
engineer, or land surveyor by an adopted code and maintenance by that state agency or political sub-
division of water distribution, sewage collection, storm drainage systems, sidewalks, streets, curbs,
gutters, culverts, and other facilities normally and customarily constructed and maintained by the pub-
lic works department of the state agency or political subdivision; or

11. Conventional and alternative onsite sewage systems receiving residential wastewater, under the
authority of Chapter 6 of Title 32.1, designed by a licensed onsite soil evaluator, which utilize pack-
aged equipment, such as equipment of catalogued standard design that has been coordinated and
tested by the manufacturer, and complies with all applicable codes, provided (i) the flow is less than
1,000 gallons per day; and (ii) if a pump is included, (a) it shall not include multiple downhill runs and
must terminate at a positive elevational change; (b) the discharge end is open and not pressurized; (c)
the static head does not exceed 50 feet; and (d) the force main length does not exceed 500 feet.

B. No person shall be exempt from licensure as an architect or engineer who engages in the pre-
paration of plans, specifications, documents or designs for:

1. Any unique design of structural elements for floors, walls, roofs or foundations; or

2. Any building or structure classified with respect to its use as high hazard (Use Group H).

C. Persons utilizing photogrammetric methods or similar remote sensing technology shall not be
required to be licensed as a land surveyor pursuant to subsection B of § 54.1-404 or 54.1-406 to: (i)
determine topography or contours, or to depict physical improvements, provided such maps or other
documents shall not be used for the design, modification, or construction of improvements to real prop-
erty or for flood plain determination, or (ii) graphically show existing property lines and boundaries on
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maps or other documents provided such depicted property lines and boundaries shall only be used for
general information.

Any determination of topography or contours, or depiction of physical improvements, utilizing pho-
togrammetric methods or similar remote sensing technology by persons not licensed as a land sur-
veyor pursuant to § 54.1-406 shall not show any property monumentation or property metes and
bounds, nor provide any measurement showing the relationship of any physical improvements to any
property line or boundary.

Any person not licensed pursuant to subsection B of § 54.1-404 or 54.1-406 preparing documentation
pursuant to subsection C of § 54.1-402 shall note the following on such documentation: "Any determ-
ination of topography or contours, or any depiction of physical improvements, property lines or bound-
aries is for general information only and shall not be used for the design, modification, or construction
of improvements to real property or for flood plain determination."

D. Terms used in this section, and not otherwise defined in this chapter, shall have the meanings
provided in the Uniform Statewide Building Code in effect on July 1, 1982, including any subsequent
amendments.

1982, c. 590, § 54-37.1; 1988, cc. 294, 765; 1992, cc. 780, 783; 2005, cc. 359, 440; 2008, c. 68.

§ 54.1-402.1. State and local government employees; license exemptions for persons employed
prior to March 8, 1992.
Any person engaged in the practice of engineering, architecture, or land surveying as those terms are
defined in § 54.1-400 as a regular, full-time, salaried employee of the Commonwealth or any political
subdivision of the Commonwealth on March 8, 1992, who remains employed by any state agency or
political subdivision shall be exempt until June 30, 2010, from the licensure requirements of § 54.1-
406 provided the employee does not furnish advisory service for compensation to the public or as an
independent contracting party in this Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof in connection
with engineering, architectural, or land surveying matters. The chief administrative officer of any
agency of the Commonwealth or political subdivision thereof employing persons engaged in the prac-
tice of engineering, architecture, or land surveying as regular, full-time, salaried employees shall have
the authority and responsibility to determine the engineering, architecture, and land surveying pos-
itions which have responsible charge of engineering, architectural, or land surveying decisions.

1992, cc. 780, 783; 1994, c. 379.

§ 54.1-402.2. Cease and desist orders for unlicensed activity; civil penalty.
A. Notwithstanding § 54.1-111, the Board may issue an order requiring any person to cease and
desist from (i) practicing or offering to practice as an architect, professional engineer, land surveyor, or
landscape architect when such person is not licensed or registered by the Board in accordance with
this chapter or (ii) holding himself out as a certified interior designer when such person is not certified
or registered by the Board in accordance with this chapter. The order shall be effective upon its entry
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and shall become final unless such person files an appeal with the Board in accordance with the
Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.) within 21 days of the date of entry of the order.

B. If the person fails to cease and desist the unlicensed, uncertified, or unregistered activity after entry
of an order in accordance with subsection A, the Board may refer the matter for enforcement pursuant
to § 54.1-306.

C. Any person engaging in unlicensed, uncertified, or unregistered activity shall be subject to further
proceedings before the Board and the Board may impose a civil penalty not to exceed $2,500. Any
penalties collected under this section shall be paid to the Literary Fund after deduction of the admin-
istrative costs of the Board in furtherance of this section.

D. Nothing contained in this section shall apply to any person engaged in activity exempted from the
provisions of this chapter.

2007, c. 618; 2009, c. 309.

§ 54.1-403. Board members and officers; quorum.
The Board for Architects, Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers and
Landscape Architects shall be composed of 15 members as follows: three architects, three pro-
fessional engineers, three land surveyors, two landscape architects, two certified interior designers,
and two nonlegislative citizen members.

Except for the nonlegislative citizen members appointed in accordance with § 54.1-107, Board mem-
bers shall have actively practiced or taught their professions for at least 10 years prior to their appoint-
ments. The terms of Board members shall be four years.

The Board shall elect a president and vice-president from its membership.

Nine Board members, consisting of two engineers, two architects, two land surveyors, one landscape
architect, one interior designer and one nonlegislative citizen member, shall constitute a quorum.

Code 1950, §§ 54-19, 54-22, 54-23; 1980, c. 757, § 54-18.1; 1981, c. 447; 1988, cc. 42, 765; 1990, c.
512; 1991, c. 291; 1998, c. 27; 2009, c. 309; 2010, c. 91; 2018, c. 824.

§ 54.1-404. Regulations; code of professional practice and conduct.
A. The Board shall promulgate regulations not inconsistent with this chapter governing its own organ-
ization, the professional qualifications of applicants, the requirements necessary for passing exam-
inations in whole or in part, the proper conduct of its examinations, the implementation of exemptions
from license requirements, and the proper discharge of its duties.

B. The Board may impose different licensure requirements for a limited area of the practice of land sur-
veying for persons who determine topography, contours, or depiction of physical improvements util-
izing photogrammetric methods or similar remote sensing technology who are not otherwise exempt
pursuant to subsection C of § 54.1-402. Any such requirements shall include reasonable provisions
for licensure without examination of persons deemed by the Board to be qualified to provide pho-
togrammetric and remote sensing surveying services.
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Any license issued pursuant to this subsection shall be distinctive, reflecting the limited area of the
practice of land surveying so authorized, and considered as a land surveyor and the practice of land
surveying for the purposes of §§ 13.1-549, 13.1-1111, 54.1-402, 54.1-405, 54.1-406 and 54.1-411.
Nothing herein shall be construed to authorize a person issued a limited license pursuant to this sub-
section to practice beyond such limited area of practice. The establishment of any such limited license
shall not prohibit any duly qualified land surveyor licensed pursuant to § 54.1-400 from engaging in
any such limited area of practice.

C. The regulations may include a code of professional practice and conduct, the provisions of which
shall serve any or all of the following purposes:

1. The protection of the public health, safety and welfare;

2. The maintenance of standards of objectivity, truthfulness and reliability in public statements by pro-
fessionals;

3. The avoidance by professionals of conflicts of interests;

4. The prohibition of solicitation or acceptance of work by professionals on any basis other than their
qualifications for the work offered;

5. The restriction by the professional in the conduct of his professional activity from association with
any person engaging in illegal or dishonest activities; or

6. The limitation of professional service to the area of competence of each professional.

Code 1950, § 54-25; 1974, c. 459; 1982, c. 590; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 359, 440.

§ 54.1-404.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2010, c. 91, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-404.2. Continuing education.
A. The Board shall promulgate regulations governing continuing education requirements for archi-
tects, professional engineers, land surveyors, and landscape architects licensed by the Board. Such
regulations shall require the completion of the equivalent of 16 hours per biennium of Board-approved
continuing education activities as a prerequisite to the renewal or reinstatement of a license issued to
an architect, professional engineer, land surveyor, or landscape architect. The Board shall establish
criteria for continuing education activities including, but not limited to (i) content and subject matter; (ii)
curriculum; (iii) standards and procedures for the approval of activities, courses, sponsors, and instruct-
ors; (iv) methods of instruction for continuing education courses; and (v) the computation of course
credit.

B. The Board may grant exemptions or waive or reduce the number of continuing education hours
required in cases of certified illness or undue hardship.

2006, c. 683; 2009, c. 309.

§ 54.1-405. Examinations and issuance of licenses and certificates.
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A. The Board shall hold at least one examination each year at times and locations designated by the
Board. A license to practice as a professional engineer, an architect, a land surveyor, or a landscape
architect shall be issued to every applicant who complies with the requirements of this chapter and the
regulations of the Board. A license shall be valid during the life of the holder unless revoked or sus-
pended by the Board. A license holder must register with the Board to practice in the Commonwealth.
The licenses shall be signed by at least four members of the Board.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-111, a license holder who has retired from practice may
use the designation granted by such license, followed by the word "emeritus," without possessing a
current registration from the Board provided (i) the license has not been revoked or suspended by the
Board and (ii) the license holder does not practice or offer to practice architecture, engineering, land
surveying, or landscape architecture.

Code 1950, § 54-26; 1974, c. 534; 1980, c. 757; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 613; 1994, c. 29; 2009, c. 309;
2010, c. 612.

§ 54.1-406. License required.
A. Unless exempted by § 54.1-401, 54.1-402, or 54.1-402.1, a person shall hold a valid license prior to
engaging in the practice of architecture or engineering which includes design, consultation, evaluation
or analysis and involves proposed or existing improvements to real property.

Unless exempted by § 54.1-401, 54.1-402, or 54.1-402.1, a person shall hold a valid license prior to
engaging in the practice of land surveying.

B. Unless exempted by § 54.1-402, any person, partnership, corporation or other entity offering to prac-
tice architecture, engineering, or land surveying without being registered or licensed in accordance
with the provisions of this chapter, shall be subject to the provisions of § 54.1-111 of this title.

C. Any person, partnership, corporation or other entity which is not licensed or registered to practice in
accordance with this chapter and which advertises or promotes through the use of the words "archi-
tecture," "engineering" or "land surveying" or any modification or derivative thereof in its name or
description of its business activity in a manner that indicates or implies that it practices or offers to prac-
tice architecture, engineering or land surveying as defined in this chapter shall be subject to the pro-
visions of § 54.1-111.

D. Notwithstanding these provisions, any state agency or political subdivision of the Commonwealth
unable to employ a qualified licensed engineer, architect, or land surveyor to fill a responsible charge
position, after reasonable and unsuccessful search, may fill the position with an unlicensed person
upon the determination by the chief administrative officer of the agency or political subdivision that the
person, by virtue of education, experience, and expertise, can perform the work required of the pos-
ition.

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, a contractor who is licensed pursuant to the pro-
visions of Chapter 11 (§ 54.1-1100 et seq.) of this title shall not be required to be licensed or
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registered to practice in accordance with this chapter when bidding upon or negotiating design-build
contracts or performing services other than architectural, engineering or land surveying services under
a design-build contract. The architectural, engineering or land surveying services offered or rendered
in connection with such contracts shall only be rendered by an architect, professional engineer or land
surveyor licensed in accordance with this chapter.

1979, c. 408, § 54-26.1; 1982, c. 590; 1984, c. 470; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 780, 783; 1994, c. 784;
1996, c. 329; 2004, c. 191; 2005, cc. 359, 440; 2010, c. 91.

§ 54.1-407. Land surveying.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any regulation promulgated by the Board for Architects, Pro-
fessional Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers and Landscape Architects, a land
surveyor shall not be required by Board regulations to set corner monumentation or perform a bound-
ary survey on any property when (i) corner monumentation has been set or is otherwise required to be
set pursuant to the provisions of a local subdivision ordinance as mandated by § 15.2-2240 or sub-
division 7 of § 15.2-2241, or where the placing of such monumentation is covered by a surety bond,
cash escrow, set-aside letter, letter of credit, or other performance guaranty, or (ii) the purpose of the
survey is to determine the location of the physical improvements on the said property only, if the pro-
spective mortgagor or legal agent ordering the survey agrees in writing that such corner monu-
mentation shall not be provided in connection with any such physical improvements survey. The
provisions of this section shall apply only to property located within the Counties of Arlington, Fairfax,
King George, Loudoun, Prince William, Spotsylvania and Stafford; and the Cities of Alexandria, Fair-
fax, Falls Church, Fredericksburg, Manassas and Manassas Park.

1986, c. 531, § 54-25.1; 1988, cc. 271, 765; 1998, c. 27.

§ 54.1-408. Practice of land surveying; subdivisions.
In addition to the work defined in § 54.1-400, a land surveyor may, for subdivisions, site plans and
plans of development only, prepare plats, plans and profiles for roads, storm drainage systems, san-
itary sewer extensions, and water line extensions, and may perform other engineering incidental to
such work, but excluding the design of pressure hydraulic, structural, mechanical, and electrical sys-
tems. The work included in this section shall involve the use and application of standards prescribed
by local or state authorities. The land surveyor shall pass an examination given by the Board in addi-
tion to that required for the licensing of land surveyors as defined in § 54.1-400. Any land surveyor pre-
viously licensed pursuant to subdivision (3) (b) of former § 54-17.1 may continue to do the work herein
described without further examination.

Except as provided, nothing contained herein or in the definition of "practice of land surveying" in §
54.1-400 shall be construed to include engineering design and the preparation of plans and spe-
cifications for construction.

1970, c. 671, § 54-17.1; 1974, c. 534; 1980, c. 757; 1982, c. 590; 1984, c. 437; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-409. Practice of landscape architecture; license required.
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A. Beginning July 1, 2010, a person who engages in the practice of landscape architecture as defined
in § 54.1-400 and who holds himself out as a landscape architect shall hold a valid license prior to
engaging in such practice. Resulting site plans, plans of development, preliminary plats, drawings,
technical reports, and specifications, submitted under the seal, stamp or certification of a licensed land-
scape architect, shall be accepted for review by local and state authorities, in connection with both
public and private projects. However, no landscape architect, unless he is also licensed as a land sur-
veyor, shall provide boundary surveys, plats or descriptions for any purpose, except in conjunction
with or under the supervision of an appropriately licensed professional, who shall provide certification,
as required. Landscape architects shall only engage in projects which they are qualified to undertake
based on education, training, and examination and in accordance with the practice of landscape archi-
tecture as defined in § 54.1-400.

Any person who (i) holds a valid certification as a landscape architect issued by the Board on June
30, 2010, and (ii) is a Virginia-certified landscape architect in good standing with the Board, shall be
licensed to practice landscape architecture as of July 1, 2010.

B. Nothing contained herein or in the definition of "practice of landscape architecture" or in the defin-
ition of "landscape architect" in § 54.1-400 shall be construed to restrict or otherwise affect the right of
any architect, professional engineer, land surveyor, nurseryman, landscape designer, landscape con-
tractor, land planner, community planner, landscape gardener, golf course designer, turf maintenance
specialist, irrigation designer, horticulturist, arborist, or any other similar person from engaging in their
occupation or the practice of their profession or from rendering any service in connection therewith
that is not otherwise proscribed.

C. Any person, partnership, corporation, or other entity that is not licensed to practice landscape archi-
tecture in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and that advertises or promotes through the
use of the words "landscape architecture" or any modification or derivation thereof in its name or
description of its business activity in a manner that indicates or implies that it practices or offers to prac-
tice landscape architecture as defined in this chapter shall be subject to the provisions of § 54.1-111.
Nothing contained herein or in the definitions of "landscape architect" or "practice of landscape archi-
tecture" in § 54.1-400 shall be construed to restrict or otherwise affect the right of any person under-
taking the occupations or professions referred in subsection B of this section to engage in their
occupation, or the practice of their profession, or from rendering any service in connection therewith
that is not otherwise proscribed.

D. Any person, partnership, corporation, or other entity offering to practice landscape architecture
without being registered or licensed to practice landscape architecture in accordance with the pro-
visions of this chapter, shall be subject to the provisions of § 54.1-111. Nothing contained herein or in
the definitions of "landscape architect" and "practice of landscape architecture" in § 54.1-400 shall be
construed to restrict or otherwise affect the right of any person undertaking the occupations or pro-
fessions referenced in subsection B of this section to engage in their occupation, or the practice of
their profession, or from rendering any service in connection therewith that is not otherwise proscribed.
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1970, c. 671, § 54-17.1; 1974, c. 534; 1980, c. 757; 1982, c. 590; 1984, c. 437; 1988, c. 765; 2000, c.
990; 2006, c. 643; 2009, c. 309.

§ 54.1-410. Other building laws not affected; duties of public officials.
A. Nothing contained in this chapter or in the regulations of the Board shall be construed to limit the
authority of any public official authorized by law to approve plans, specifications or calculations in con-
nection with improvements to real property. This shall include, but shall not be limited to, the authority
of officials of local building departments as defined in § 36-97, to require pursuant to the Uniform
Statewide Building Code, state statutes, local ordinances, or code requirements that such work be pre-
pared by a person licensed or certified pursuant to this chapter.

B. Any public body authorized by law to require that plans, specifications or calculations be prepared
in connection with improvements to real property shall establish a procedure to ensure that such
plans, specifications or calculations be prepared by an architect, professional engineer, land surveyor
or landscape architect licensed or authorized pursuant to this chapter in any case in which the exemp-
tions contained in §§ 54.1-401, 54.1-402 or § 54.1-402.1 are not applicable.

Drafting of permits, reviewing of plans or inspection of facilities for compliance with an adopted code
or standard by any public body or its designated agent shall not require the services of an architect,
professional engineer, land surveyor or landscape architect licensed pursuant to this chapter.

1982, c. 590, § 54-37.2; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 780, 783; 1993, c. 662; 2009, c. 309.

§ 54.1-410.1. Prerequisites for obtaining business license.
Any architect or professional engineer applying for or renewing a business license in any locality in
accordance with Chapter 37 (§ 58.1-3700 et seq.) of Title 58.1 shall furnish prior to the issuance or
renewal of such license either (i) satisfactory proof that he is duly licensed under the terms of this
chapter or (ii) a written statement, supported by an affidavit, that he is not subject to licensure as an
architect or professional engineer pursuant to this chapter.

No locality shall issue or renew or allow the issuance or renewal of such license unless the architect
or professional engineer has furnished his license number issued pursuant to this chapter or evidence
of being exempt from the provisions of this chapter.

2011, c. 79.

§ 54.1-411. Organization for practice; registration.
A. Nothing contained in this chapter or in the regulations of the Board shall prohibit the practice of
architecture, engineering, land surveying, landscape architecture or the offering of the title of certified
interior designer by any corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, limited liability company, or other
entity provided such practice or certification is rendered through its officers, principals or employees
who are correspondingly licensed or certified. No individual practicing architecture, engineering, land
surveying, landscape architecture, or offering the title of certified interior designer under the provisions
of this section shall be relieved of responsibility that may exist for services performed by reason of his
employment or other relationship with such entity. No such corporation, partnership, sole
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proprietorship, limited liability company, or other entity, or any affiliate thereof, shall, on its behalf or on
behalf of any such licensee or certificate holder, nor any licensee or certificate holder, be prohibited
from (i) purchasing or maintaining insurance against any such liability; (ii) entering into any indem-
nification agreement with respect to any such liability; (iii) receiving indemnification as a result of any
such liability; or (iv) limiting liability through contract.

B. Except for professional corporations holding a certificate of authority issued in accordance with §
13.1-549, professional limited liability companies holding a certificate of authority issued in accord-
ance with § 13.1-1111, and sole proprietorships that do not employ other individuals for which licens-
ing is required, any person, corporation, partnership, limited liability company, or other entity offering
or rendering the practice of architecture, engineering, land surveying, landscape architecture or offer-
ing the title of certified interior designer shall register with the Board. As a condition of registration, the
entity shall name at least one licensed architect, professional engineer, land surveyor, landscape
architect or certified interior designer for such profession offered or rendered. The person or persons
named shall be responsible and have control of the regulated services rendered by the entity.

C. The Board shall adopt regulations governing the registration of persons, corporations, partnerships,
limited liability companies, sole proprietors and other entities as required in subsections A and B
which:

1. Provide for procedural requirements to obtain and renew registration on a periodic basis;

2. Establish fees for the application and renewal of registration sufficient to cover costs;

3. Assure that regulated services are rendered and controlled by persons authorized to do so; and

4. Ensure that conflicts of interests are disclosed.

1982, c. 590, § 54-37.3; 1983, c. 28; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 574; 2000, c. 763; 2009, c. 309; 2010, cc.
99, 206.

Article 2 - INTERIOR DESIGNERS

§ 54.1-412. Applicability.
This chapter shall not be construed to restrict or otherwise affect the right of any uncertified interior
designer, architect, engineer, or any other person from rendering any of the services which constitute
the practice of interior design; however, no person may hold himself out as, or use the title of, "certified
interior designer" unless he has been so certified pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

1990, c. 512.

§ 54.1-413. Examination.
At least once each year the Board shall arrange for the National Council for Interior Design Qual-
ification examination or an equivalent examination approved by the Board to be given to qualified
applicants for certification as interior designers.

1990, c. 512; 1991, c. 291.
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§ 54.1-414. Issuance of certification; waiver of examination.
The Board shall issue a certification to practice as a certified interior designer in the Commonwealth to
every applicant who shall have complied with the requirements of this chapter and the regulations of
the Board. The certificates shall be signed by at least three members of the Board.

The Board shall certify any person who is a graduate of a minimum four-year professional degree pro-
gram accredited by the Foundation for Interior Design Education Research, an equivalent accrediting
organization or a professional program approved by the Board and who has two years of monitored
experience in the performance of interior design services and who has taken and passed the exam-
ination for certification as a certified interior designer.

The Board, in its discretion, shall determine whether an applicant's professional education and pro-
fessional experience in the field of interior design are sufficient to establish eligibility for the exam-
ination.

The Board, in lieu of all examinations, may accept satisfactory evidence of licensing or certification in
another state or country or the District of Columbia where (i) the qualifications for such licensure or cer-
tification are equal, in the opinion of the Board, to the qualifications required by the provisions of this
chapter as of the date of application and (ii) the applicant is the holder of a license or certificate in
good standing. Upon receipt of such satisfactory evidence and provided all other such requirements of
this chapter are complied with, a certificate shall be issued to such applicant.

1990, c. 512; 1991, c. 291; 1994, c. 625; 2000, c. 42.

§ 54.1-415. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2000, c. 42, cl. 2.

Chapter 5 - ASBESTOS, LEAD, AND HOME INSPECTION CONTRACTORS AND
WORKERS

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-500. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Accredited asbestos training program" means a training program that has been approved by the
Board to provide training for individuals to engage in asbestos abatement, conduct asbestos inspec-
tions, prepare management plans, prepare project designs or act as project monitors.

"Accredited lead training program" means a training program that has been approved by the Board to
provide training for individuals to engage in lead-based paint activities.

"Accredited renovation training program" means a training program that has been approved by the
Board to provide training for individuals to engage in renovation or dust clearance sampling.
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"Asbestos" means the asbestiform varieties of actinolite, amosite, anthophyllite, chrysotile, crocidolite,
and tremolite.

"Asbestos analytical laboratory license" means an authorization issued by the Board to perform phase
contrast, polarized light, or transmission electron microscopy on material known or suspected to con-
tain asbestos.

"Asbestos contractor's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to
enter into contracts to perform an asbestos abatement project.

"Asbestos-containing materials" or "ACM" means any material or product which contains more than
1.0 percent asbestos or such other percentage as established by EPA final rule.

"Asbestos inspector's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to per-
form on-site investigations to identify, classify, record, sample, test and prioritize by exposure potential
asbestos-containing materials.

"Asbestos management plan" means a program designed to control or abate any potential risk to
human health from asbestos.

"Asbestos management planner's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a
person to develop or alter an asbestos management plan.

"Asbestos project" or "asbestos abatement project" means an activity involving job set-up for con-
tainment, removal, encapsulation, enclosure, encasement, renovation, repair, construction or alter-
ation of an asbestos-containing material. An asbestos project or asbestos abatement project shall not
include nonfriable asbestos-containing roofing, flooring and siding materials which when installed,
encapsulated or removed do not become friable.

"Asbestos project designer's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person
to design an asbestos abatement project.

"Asbestos project monitor's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person
to monitor an asbestos project, subject to Department regulations.

"Asbestos supervisor" means any person so designated by an asbestos contractor who provides on-
site supervision and direction to the workers engaged in asbestos projects.

"Asbestos worker's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting an individual to
work on an asbestos project.

"Board" means the Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors.

"Dust clearance sampling" means an on-site collection of dust or other debris that is present after the
completion of a renovation to determine the presence of lead-based paint hazards and the provisions
of a report explaining the results.



"Dust sampling technician" means an individual licensed by the Board to perform dust clearance
sampling.

"Friable" means that the material when dry may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by
hand pressure and includes previously nonfriable material after such previously nonfriable material
becomes damaged to the extent that when dry it may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder
by hand pressure.

"Home inspection" means any inspection of a residential building for compensation conducted by a
licensed home inspector. A home inspection shall include a written evaluation of the readily access-
ible components of a residential building, including heating, cooling, plumbing, and electrical systems;
structural components; foundation; roof; masonry structure; exterior and interior components; and other
related residential housing components. A home inspection may be limited in scope as provided in a
home inspection contract, provided that such contract is not inconsistent with the provisions of this
chapter or the regulations of the Board. For purposes of this chapter, residential building energy ana-
lysis alone, as defined in § 54.1-1144, shall not be considered a home inspection.

"Home inspector" means a person who meets the criteria of education, experience, and testing
required by this chapter and regulations of the Board and who has been licensed by the Board to per-
form home inspections.

"Lead abatement" means any measure or set of measures designed to permanently eliminate lead-
based paint hazards, including lead-contaminated dust or soil.

"Lead-based paint" means paint or other surface coatings that contain lead equal to or in excess of 1.0
milligrams per square centimeter or more than 0.5 percent by weight.

"Lead-based paint activity" means lead inspection, lead risk assessment, lead project design and
abatement of lead-based paint and lead-based paint hazards, including lead-contaminated dust and
lead-contaminated soil.

"Lead-contaminated dust" means surface dust that contains an area or mass concentration of lead at
or in excess of levels identified by the Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to § 403 of TSCA
(15 U.S.C. § 2683).

"Lead-contaminated soil" means bare soil that contains lead at or in excess of levels identified by the
Environmental Protection Agency.

"Lead contractor" means a person who has met the Board's requirements and has been issued a
license by the Board to enter into contracts to perform lead abatements.

"Lead inspection" means a surface-by-surface investigation to determine the presence of lead-based
paint and the provisions of a report explaining the results of the investigation.

"Lead inspector" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to conduct lead inspec-
tions and abatement clearance testing.
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"Lead project design" means any descriptive form written as instructions or drafted as a plan describ-
ing the construction or setting up of a lead abatement project area and the work practices to be utilized
during the lead abatement project.

"Lead project designer" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to prepare lead pro-
ject designs.

"Lead risk assessment" means (i) an on-site investigation to determine the existence, nature, severity
and location of lead-based paint hazards and (ii) the provision of a report by the individual or the firm
conducting the risk assessment, explaining the results of the investigation and options for reducing
lead-based paint hazards.

"Lead risk assessor" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to conduct lead inspec-
tions, lead risk assessments and abatement clearance testing.

"Lead supervisor" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to supervise lead abate-
ments.

"Lead worker" or "lead abatement worker" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board
to perform lead abatement.

"Person" means a corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, firm, enterprise, franchise, association
or any other individual or entity.

"Principal instructor" means the individual who has the primary responsibility for organizing and teach-
ing an accredited asbestos training program, an accredited lead training program, an accredited renov-
ation training program, or any combination thereof.

"Renovation" means the modification of any existing structure or portion thereof, for compensation,
that results in the disturbance of painted surfaces, unless that activity is (i) performed as a part of a
lead abatement or (ii) limited in scope to the site work or remediation as referenced in the definition of
contractor in § 54.1-1100. As used in this definition, "compensation" shall include the receipt of (a) pay
for work performed, such as that paid to contractors and subcontractors; (b) wages, including but not
limited to those paid to employees of contractors, building owners, property management companies,
child-occupied facilities operators, state and local government agencies, and nonprofit organizations;
and (c) rent for housing constructed before January 1, 1978, or child-occupied facilities in public or
commercial building space.

"Renovation contractor" means a person who has met the Board's requirements and has been issued
a license by the Board to conduct renovations.

"Renovator" means an individual who has been issued a license by the Board to perform renovations
or to direct others who perform renovations.

"Residential building" means, for the purposes of home inspection, a structure consisting of one to
four dwelling units used or occupied, or intended to be used or occupied, for residential purposes.
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"Training manager" means the individual responsible for administering a training program and mon-
itoring the performance of instructors for an accredited asbestos training, accredited lead training pro-
gram or accredited renovation training program.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.4; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, cc. 49, 73, 823; 1992, c. 152; 1993,
cc. 499, 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1996, cc. 76, 176, 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 739; 2001, c. 723;
2009, cc. 358, 819; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2016, cc. 161, 436, 527.

§ 54.1-500.1. Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors; membership; meetings;
offices; quorum.
The Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors shall be appointed by the Governor and
composed of 13 members as follows: (i) one shall be a representative of a Virginia-licensed asbestos
contractor, (ii) one shall be a representative of a Virginia-licensed lead contractor, (iii) one shall be a
representative of a Virginia-licensed renovation contractor, (iv) one shall be either a Virginia-licensed
asbestos inspector or project monitor, (v) one shall be a Virginia-licensed lead risk assessor, (vi) one
shall be a representative of a Virginia-licensed asbestos analytical laboratory, (vii) one shall be a rep-
resentative of an asbestos, lead, or renovation training program, (viii) one shall be a member of the
Board for Contractors, (ix) three shall be Virginia-licensed home inspectors, and (x) two shall be cit-
izen members. After the initial staggering of terms, the terms of members of the Board shall be four
years, except that vacancies may be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term. The home
inspector and renovation contractor members appointed to the Board shall have practiced as a home
inspector and a renovation contractor, respectively, for at least five consecutive years immediately
prior to appointment.

The Board shall meet at least once each year and other such times as it deems necessary. The Board
shall elect from its membership a chairman and a vice-chairman to serve for a period of one year. The
Board is vested with the powers and duties necessary to execute the purposes of this chapter.

1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358, 819;
2012, cc. 522, 803, 835; 2016, cc. 161, 436; 2022, cc. 576, 577.

§ 54.1-501. Powers and duties of the Board.
The Board shall administer and enforce this chapter. The Board shall:

1. Promulgate regulations necessary to carry out the requirements of this chapter in accordance with
the provisions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.) to include but not be limited to the
prescription of fees, procedures, and qualifications for the issuance and renewal of asbestos, lead,
and renovation licenses, and governing conflicts of interest among various categories of asbestos,
lead, and renovation licenses;

2. Approve the criteria for accredited asbestos training programs, accredited lead training programs,
accredited renovation training programs, training managers, and principal instructors;
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3. Approve accredited asbestos training programs, accredited lead training programs, accredited
renovation training programs, examinations and the grading system for testing applicants for asbestos,
lead, and renovation licensure;

4. Promulgate regulations governing the licensing of and establishing performance criteria applicable
to asbestos analytical laboratories;

5. Promulgate regulations governing the functions and duties of project monitors on asbestos projects,
circumstances in which project monitors shall be required for asbestos projects, and training require-
ments for project monitors;

6. Promulgate, in accordance with the Administrative Process Act, regulations necessary to establish
procedures and requirements for the: (i) approval of accredited lead training programs, (ii) licensure of
individuals and firms to engage in lead-based paint activities, and (iii) establishment of standards for
performing lead-based paint activities consistent with the Residential Lead-based Paint Hazard
Reduction Act and United States Environmental Protection Agency regulations. If the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has adopted, prior to the promulgation of any related reg-
ulations by the Board, any final regulations relating to lead-based paint activities, then the related reg-
ulations of the Board shall not be more stringent than the EPA regulations in effect as of the date of
such promulgation. In addition, if the EPA shall have outstanding any proposed regulations relating to
lead-based paint activities (other than as amendments to existing EPA regulations), as of the date of
promulgation of any related regulations by the Board, then the related regulations of the Board shall
not be more stringent than the proposed EPA regulations. In the event that the EPA shall adopt any
final regulations subsequent to the promulgation by the Board of related regulations, then the Board
shall, as soon as practicable, amend its existing regulations so as to be not more stringent than such
EPA regulations;

7. Promulgate regulations for the licensing of home inspectors not inconsistent with this chapter
regarding the professional qualifications of home inspectors applicants, the requirements necessary
for passing home inspectors examinations, the proper conduct of its examinations, the proper conduct
of the home inspectors licensed by the Board, and the proper discharge of its duties; and

8. Promulgate, in accordance with the Administrative Process Act, regulations necessary to establish
procedures and requirements for the (i) approval of accredited renovation training programs, (ii) licen-
sure of individuals and firms to engage in renovation, and (iii) establishment of standards for per-
forming renovation consistent with the Residential Lead-based Paint Hazard Reduction Act and
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations. Such regulations of the Board
shall be consistent with the EPA Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program final rule.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.5; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 397; 1990, cc. 49, 73, 823; 1991, c. 45; 1992, c. 477;
1993, cc. 499, 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1995, cc. 543, 585; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, cc. 649, 885;
1998, c. 739; 2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358, 819; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2016, cc. 161, 436.

§ 54.1-501.1. Applicability.
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The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any employer, or any employees of such employer,
regulated by the federal Occupational Safety and Health Act, and under the enforcement authority of
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration.

1992, c. 52.

§ 54.1-502. Interdepartmental implementation plan.
The Board, in conjunction with the Departments of General Services, Health, Labor and Industry, Edu-
cation, and Environmental Quality, shall develop a plan for the implementation of this chapter which
specifies the duties of each agency.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.6; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, cc. 73, 823; 1993, c. 660.

§ 54.1-503. Licenses required.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have an asbestos contractor's license to contract
with another person, for compensation, to carry out an asbestos project or to perform any work on an
asbestos project. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have an asbestos project designer's
license to develop an asbestos project design. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have
an asbestos inspector's license to conduct an asbestos inspection. It shall be unlawful for any person
who does not have an asbestos management planner's license to develop an asbestos management
plan. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have a license as an asbestos project monitor to
act as project monitor on an asbestos project.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a valid asbestos analytical laboratory
license issued by the Board to communicate the findings of an analysis, verbally or in writing, for a fee,
performed on material known or suspected to contain asbestos for the purpose of determining the pres-
ence or absence of asbestos.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a license as a lead contractor to contract
with another person to perform lead abatement activities or to perform any lead abatement activity or
work on a lead abatement project. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead
supervisor's license to act as a lead supervisor on a lead abatement project. It shall be unlawful for
any person who does not possess a lead worker's license to act as a lead worker on a lead abatement
project. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead project designer's license to
develop a lead project design. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead
inspector's license to conduct a lead inspection. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not pos-
sess a lead risk assessor's license to conduct a lead risk assessment. It shall be unlawful for any per-
son who does not possess a lead inspector's or lead risk assessor's license to conduct lead
abatement clearance testing.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a license as a renovation contractor to per-
form renovation. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a renovator's license to per-
form or direct others to perform renovation. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a
dust sampling technician's license to perform dust clearance sampling.



E. It shall be unlawful for any individual who does not possess a license as a home inspector issued
by the Board to perform a home inspection for compensation on a residential building. It shall be
unlawful for any individual who does not possess a home inspector license with the new residential
structure endorsement to conduct a home inspection for compensation on any new residential struc-
ture. For purposes of this chapter, "new residential structure" means a residential structure for which
the first conveyance of record title to a purchaser has not occurred, or of which a purchaser has not
taken possession, whichever occurs later.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.7; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 73; 1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185,
911; 1995, cc. 543, 585; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, cc. 560, 885; 1998, c. 739; 2004, c. 133; 2009, c.
819; 2015, c. 411; 2016, cc. 161, 436.

§ 54.1-504. Asbestos supervisor's or worker's license required; exception.
After July 1, 1988, it shall be unlawful for an individual who does not have an asbestos supervisor's
license or worker's license to work on an asbestos project. No asbestos supervisor's license or
worker's license shall be required for a supervisor or worker in the installation, maintenance, repair or
removal of asbestos-containing roofing, flooring or siding material, provided that such supervisor or
worker shall satisfy any training requirements promulgated by the Board pursuant to § 54.1-501.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.8; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 397; 1993, c. 660.

§ 54.1-504.1. Notices for handling asbestos.
The Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation shall include with every asbestos
worker's license a notice, in English and Spanish, containing a summary of the basic worker safety
procedures regarding the handling of asbestos and information on how to file a complaint with the Vir-
ginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors.

2016, c. 252.

§ 54.1-505. Qualification for an asbestos contractor's license.
To qualify for an asbestos contractor's license, an applicant shall:

1. Except as provided in § 54.1-504, ensure that each of his employees or agents who will come into
contact with asbestos or who will be responsible for an asbestos project is licensed as an asbestos
supervisor or worker; and

2. Demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Board that the applicant and his employees or agents are
familiar with and are capable of complying fully with all applicable requirements, procedures and
standards of the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the United States Occupational
Safety and Health Administration, the Department of Labor and Industry, and the State Air Pollution
Control Board covering any part of an asbestos project.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.9; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1993, c. 660; 1996, cc. 180, 846.

§ 54.1-506. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 660.
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§ 54.1-507. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1992, c. 477.

§§ 54.1-508, 54.1-509. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 660.

§ 54.1-510. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1988, c. 802.

§ 54.1-511. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 660.

§ 54.1-512. Exemptions from licensure.
A. In an emergency, the Board may, at its discretion, waive the requirement for asbestos contractor's,
supervisor's and worker's licenses.

B. Any employer, and any employee of such employer, who conducts an asbestos project on
premises owned or leased by such employer shall be exempt from licensure.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Virginia Tort Claims Act (§ 8.01-195.1 et seq.), neither the
Commonwealth nor any agency or employee of the Commonwealth shall be subject to any liability as
the result of a determination made by the Board hereunder.

D. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as requiring the licensure of a contractor who contracts to
undertake a project, a portion of which constitutes an asbestos or lead abatement project or renov-
ation, if all of the asbestos or lead abatement work or renovation is subcontracted to a person licensed
to perform such work in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

E. This chapter shall not apply to any person who performs lead-based paint activities within res-
idences which they own, unless the residence is occupied by a person or persons other than the
owner or the owner's immediate family while these activities are being conducted or a child is residing
in the property and has been identified as having an elevated blood-lead level.

F. This chapter shall not apply to renovations of owner-occupied housing constructed before 1978,
provided the person performing renovations obtains a statement signed by the owner providing that (i)
no child under the age of six or pregnant woman resides in the structure, (ii) the residence is not a
child-occupied facility, and (iii) the owner acknowledges that renovations may not include all of the
lead-safe work practices contained in the EPA Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program final
rule.

G. This chapter shall not apply to any person who performs renovations on (i) housing constructed
after January 1, 1978, (ii) housing for the elderly or persons with disabilities, unless a child under the
age of six resides or is expected to reside in the structure, or (iii) a structure that does not have bed-
rooms.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:6; 1988, cc. 765, 807; 1989, c. 397; 1993, c. 660; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1998,
c. 739; 2009, c. 819.
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§ 54.1-513. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1998, c. 739.

§ 54.1-514. Award of contracts by state agencies and political subdivisions.
A state agency or a political subdivision shall not award a contract in connection with an asbestos pro-
ject to a person who does not hold an asbestos contractor's, inspector's, management planner's or pro-
ject designer's license at the time the bid is submitted unless the general contractor to whom the
contract is awarded will be contractually committed to have all asbestos related work performed by its
own subcontractors who are appropriately licensed as asbestos contractors, inspectors, management
planners or project designers pursuant to this chapter.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:8; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 105; 1996, cc. 180, 846.

§ 54.1-515. Employer discrimination; penalty.
Any employer who discriminates against or otherwise penalizes an employee who complains to or
cooperates with the Board or any other governmental agency in administering this chapter is subject
to the penalties in § 54.1-517.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:9; 1988, c. 765; 1993, cc. 499, 660.

§ 54.1-516. Disciplinary actions.
A. The Board may reprimand, fine, suspend or revoke (i) the license of a lead contractor, lead
inspector, lead risk assessor, lead project designer, lead supervisor, lead worker, asbestos contractor,
asbestos supervisor, asbestos inspector, asbestos analytical laboratory, asbestos management plan-
ner, asbestos project designer, asbestos project monitor, asbestos worker, renovator, dust sampling
technician, renovation contractor, or home inspector or (ii) the approval of an accredited asbestos train-
ing program, accredited lead training program, accredited renovation training program, training man-
ager or principal instructor, if the licensee or approved person or program:

1. Fraudulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a license or approval;

2. Fails at any time to meet the qualifications for a license or approval or to comply with the require-
ments of this chapter or any regulation adopted by the Board; or

3. Fails to meet any applicable federal or state standard when performing an asbestos project or ser-
vice, performing lead-based paint activities, or performing renovations.

B. The Board may reprimand, fine, suspend or revoke the license of (i) any asbestos contractor who
employs or permits an individual without an asbestos supervisor's or worker's license to work on an
asbestos project, (ii) any lead contractor who employs or permits an individual without a lead super-
visor's or lead worker's license to work on a lead abatement project, or (iii) any renovation contractor
who employs or permits an individual without a renovator's license to perform or to direct others who
perform renovations.

C. The Board may reprimand, fine, suspend or revoke the license of a home inspector.
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1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:10; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 823; 1993, c. 660; 1994, cc.
185, 911; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 739; 2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358, 819; 2012, cc.
803, 835; 2016, cc. 161, 436.

§ 54.1-516.1. Summary suspension of licenses or approvals; allegations to be in writing.
The Board may suspend the license or the approval of any (i) accredited training program, (ii) training
manager or (iii) principal instructor of any person holding a license issued by it without a hearing sim-
ultaneously with the institution of proceedings for a hearing or an informal fact finding conference, if
the relevant board finds that there is a substantial danger to the public health or safety that warrants
this action. The Board may meet by telephone conference call when summarily suspending a license
or the approval of an accredited training program, training manager or principal instructor if a good
faith effort to assemble a quorum of the Board has failed and, in the judgment of a majority of the mem-
bers of the Board, the continued practice by the licensee or approved individual or training program
constitutes a substantial danger to the public health or safety. Institution of proceedings for a hearing
or an informal fact finding conference shall be provided simultaneously with the summary suspension.
Such hearing or conference shall be scheduled within a reasonable time of the date of the summary
suspension. Allegations of violations of this section shall be made in accordance with § 54.1-307.1.

2004, c. 222.

§ 54.1-517. Penalties for willful violations.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any person who willfully violates any provision of this
chapter or any regulation related to licensure or training adopted pursuant to this chapter shall be
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor for the first two violations and a Class 6 felony for a third and each
subsequent violation within a three-year period.

In addition, licensed asbestos contractors, asbestos supervisors, asbestos inspectors, asbestos man-
agement planners, asbestos project designers, asbestos project monitors, asbestos analytical labor-
atories and asbestos workers, lead contractors, lead inspectors, lead risk assessors, lead project
designers, lead supervisors, lead workers, renovators, dust sampling technicians, renovation con-
tractors, and accredited asbestos training programs, accredited lead training programs, accredited ren-
ovator training programs, training managers or principal instructors may be assessed a civil penalty by
the Board of not more than $1,000 for an initial violation and $5,000 for each subsequent violation
within a three-year period arising from a willful violation of standards established by the Envir-
onmental Protection Agency, Occupational Safety and Health Administration, Department of Labor
and Industry, or the Divisions of Air Pollution Control and Waste Management of the Department of
Environmental Quality in a three-year period.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:11; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 823; 1993, c. 660; 1994, cc.
185, 911; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 739; 2009, c. 819.

Article 2 - HOME INSPECTORS

§ 54.1-517.1. Repealed.
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Repealed by Acts cc. 161 and 436, cl. 2, effective July 1, 2017.

§ 54.1-517.2. Requirements for licensure.
A. The Board shall issue a license to practice as a home inspector in the Commonwealth to:

1. An individual who holds an unexpired certificate as a home inspector issued prior to June 30, 2017;
or

2. An applicant who has successfully:

a. Completed the educational requirements as required by the Board;

b. Completed the experience requirements as required by the Board; and

c. Passed the examination approved by the Board.

B. The Board shall issue a license with the new residential structure endorsement to any applicant
who completes a training module developed by the Board in conjunction with the Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development based on the International Residential Code component of the Vir-
ginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.

2001, c. 723; 2015, c. 411; 2016, cc. 161, 436.

§ 54.1-517.2:1. Home inspection; required statement related to the presence of yellow shaded cor-
rugated stainless steel tubing.
A. As used in this section:

"Bonding" means connecting metallic systems to establish electrical continuity and conductivity.

"Corrugated stainless steel tubing" or "CSST" means a flexible stainless steel pipe used to supply nat-
ural gas or propane in residential, commercial, and industrial structures.

"Grounding" means connecting to the ground or to a conductive body that extends to ground con-
nection.

B. If a home inspector observes the presence of any shade of yellow corrugated stainless steel tubing
during a home inspection in a home that was built prior to the adoption of the 2006 Virginia Con-
struction Code, effective May 1, 2008, he shall include that observation in the report along with the fol-
lowing statement: "Manufacturers believe that this product is safer if properly bonded and grounded as
required by the manufacturer's installation instructions. Proper bonding and grounding of the product
should be determined by a contractor licensed to perform the work in the Commonwealth of Virginia."

2017, c. 805.

Article 3 - MOLD INSPECTORS AND REMEDIATORS

§§ 54.1-517.3 through 54.1-517.5. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 803 and 835, cl. 56.
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Chapter 5.1 - ATHLETE AGENTS [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-518 through 54.1-525. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1992, c. 282.

Chapter 5.2 - Athlete Agents

§ 54.1-526. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Agency contract" means an agreement in which a student-athlete authorizes a person to negotiate or
solicit on behalf of the student-athlete a professional sports services contract or endorsement contract.

"Athlete agent" means an individual, whether or not registered under this chapter, who (i) directly or
indirectly recruits or solicits a student-athlete to enter into an agency contract or, for compensation, pro-
cures employment or offers, promises, attempts, or negotiates to obtain employment for a student-ath-
lete as a professional athlete or member of a professional sports team or organization; (ii) for
compensation or in anticipation of compensation related to a student-athlete's participation in athletics
(a) serves the student-athlete in an advisory capacity on a matter related to finances, business pur-
suits, or career management decisions, unless the individual is an employee of an educational insti-
tution acting exclusively as an employee of the institution for the benefit of the institution, or (b)
manages the business affairs of the student-athlete by providing assistance with bills, payments, con-
tracts, or taxes; (iii) in anticipation of representing a student-athlete for a purpose related to the stu-
dent-athlete's participation in athletics (a) gives consideration to the student-athlete or another person,
(b) serves the student-athlete in an advisory capacity on a matter related to finances, business pur-
suits, or career management decisions, or (c) manages the business affairs of the student-athlete by
providing assistance with bills, payments, contracts, or taxes; or (iv) represents a student-athlete in
connection with issues related to name, image, or likeness, including negotiating, securing, obtaining,
arranging, and managing name, image, or likeness opportunities. "Athlete agent" does not include an
individual who (a) acts solely on behalf of a professional sports team or organization or (b) is a
licensed, registered, or certified professional and offers or provides services to a student-athlete cus-
tomarily provided by members of the profession, unless the individual (1) also recruits or solicits the
student-athlete to enter into an agency contract, (2) also, for compensation, procures employment or
offers, promises, attempts, or negotiates to obtain employment for the student-athlete as a professional
athlete or member of a professional sports team or organization, or (3) receives consideration for
providing the services calculated using a different method than for an individual who is not a student-
athlete.

"Athletic director" means the individual responsible for administering the overall athletic program of an
educational institution or, if an educational institution has separately administered athletic programs
for male students and female students, the athletic program for males or the athletic program for
females, as appropriate.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.



"Educational institution" means a public or private (i) elementary school, (ii) secondary school, (iii)
technical or vocational school, (iv) community college, or (v) institution of higher education.

"Endorsement contract" means an agreement under which a student-athlete is employed or receives
consideration to use on behalf of the other party any value that the student-athlete may have because
of publicity, reputation, following, or fame obtained because of athletic ability or performance.

"Enrolled" or "enrolls" means registered for courses and attending athletic practice or class.

"Intercollegiate sport" means a sport played at the collegiate level for which eligibility requirements for
participation by a student-athlete are established by a national association that promotes or regulates
collegiate athletics.

"Interscholastic sport" means a sport played between educational institutions that are not community
colleges or institutions of higher education.

"Licensed, registered, or certified professional" means an individual, other than an athlete agent, who
is licensed, registered, or certified as an attorney, dealer in securities, financial planner, insurance
agent, real estate broker or sales agent, tax consultant, accountant, or member of a profession by the
Commonwealth or a nationally recognized organization that licenses, registers, or certifies members
of the profession on the basis of experience, education, or testing.

"Person" means an individual, estate, business or nonprofit entity, public corporation, government or
governmental subdivision, agency, or instrumentality or other legal entity.

"Professional sports services contract" means an agreement under which an individual is employed
as a professional athlete or agrees to render services as a player on a professional sports team or with
a professional sports organization.

"Record" means information that is inscribed on a tangible medium or that is stored in an electronic or
other medium and is retrievable in perceivable form.

"Recruit or solicit" means an attempt to influence the choice of an athlete agent by a student-athlete or,
if the student-athlete is a minor, a parent or guardian of the student-athlete. "Recruit or solicit" does not
include giving advice on the selection of a particular agent in a family, coaching, or social situation
unless the individual giving the advice does so because of the receipt or anticipated receipt of an eco-
nomic benefit, directly or indirectly, from the agent.

"Registration" means registration as an athlete agent.

"Sign" means, with present intent to authenticate or adopt a record, (i) to execute or adopt a tangible
symbol or (ii) to attach to or logically associate with the record an electronic symbol, sound, or pro-
cess.

"State" means a state of the United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United States Vir-
gin Islands, or any territory or insular possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.



"Student-athlete" means an individual who is eligible to attend an educational institution and engages
in, is eligible to engage in, or may be eligible in the future to engage in any interscholastic or inter-
collegiate sport. "Student-athlete" does not include, for a particular interscholastic or intercollegiate
sport, an individual permanently ineligible to participate in that sport.

2020, c. 481; 2022, cc. 510, 638.

§ 54.1-527. Authority; procedure.
A. The Director shall administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter. In addition to the powers
and duties otherwise authorized by law, the Director shall have the powers and duties of a regulatory
board authorized by § 54.1-202 that are consistent with this chapter and shall have the power and
duty to (i) promulgate such regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000
et seq.) as are necessary to implement this chapter, (ii) charge each applicant for registration or
renewal of registration a nonrefundable fee subject to the provisions of § 54.1-113, and (iii) issue
cease and desist orders and otherwise seek to prevent continuing violations of this chapter.

B. This chapter, and any existing relevant regulations that are consistent with this chapter, shall gov-
ern the regulation of athlete agents in the Commonwealth unless and until the Director promulgates
new or revised regulations pursuant to subsection A.

C. By acting as an athlete agent in the Commonwealth, a nonresident individual appoints the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealth as the individual's agent for service of process in any civil action in the
Commonwealth related to the individual acting as an athlete agent in the Commonwealth.

D. The Director may issue a subpoena for material that is relevant to the administration of this chapter.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-520.

§ 54.1-528. Athlete agent; registration required; void contract.
A. Except as otherwise provided in subsection B, an individual may not act as an athlete agent in the
Commonwealth without holding a valid certificate of registration under this chapter.

B. Before being issued a certificate of registration under this chapter, an individual may act as an ath-
lete agent in the Commonwealth for all purposes except signing an agency contract if (i) a student-ath-
lete or another person acting on behalf of the student-athlete initiates communication with the
individual and (ii) not later than seven days after an initial act that requires the individual to register as
an athlete agent under this chapter, the individual submits an application for registration as an athlete
agent in the Commonwealth.

C. An agency contract resulting from conduct in violation of this section is void, and the athlete agent
shall return any consideration received under the contract.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-521.

§ 54.1-529. Registration as athlete agent; application; requirements; reciprocal registration; pen-
alty.
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A. An applicant for registration as an athlete agent shall submit an application for registration to the Dir-
ector in a form prescribed by the Director. The applicant shall be an individual, and the application
shall be signed by the applicant under penalty of perjury and shall contain at least the following:

1. The name and date and place of birth of the applicant and the following contact information for the
applicant: (i) the address of the applicant's principal place of business; (ii) work and mobile telephone
numbers; and (iii) any means of communicating electronically, including a facsimile number, email
address, and personal and business or employer websites;

2. The name of the applicant's business or employer, if applicable, including for each business or
employer, its mailing address, telephone number, organization form, and the nature of the business;

3. Each social media account with which the applicant or the applicant's business or employer is affil-
iated;

4. Each business or occupation in which the applicant engaged within five years before the date of the
application, including self-employment and employment by others, and any professional or occu-
pational license, registration, or certification held by the applicant during that time;

5. A description of the applicant's (i) formal training as an athlete agent, (ii) practical experience as an
athlete agent, and (iii) educational background relating to the applicant's activities as an athlete agent;

6. The name of each student-athlete for whom the applicant acted as an athlete agent within five years
before the date of the application or, if the student-athlete is a minor, the name of the parent or guard-
ian of the student-athlete, together with the student-athlete's sport and last known team;

7. The name and address of each person that (i) is a partner, member, officer, manager, associate, or
profit sharer or directly or indirectly holds an equity interest of five percent or greater of the athlete
agent's business if it is not a corporation and (ii) is an officer or director of a corporation employing the
athlete agent or a shareholder having an interest of five percent or greater in the corporation;

8. A description of the status of any application by the applicant, or any person named under sub-
division 7, for a state or federal business, professional, or occupational license, other than as an ath-
lete agent, from a state or federal agency, including any denial, refusal to renew, suspension,
withdrawal, or termination of the license and any reprimand or censure related to the license;

9. Whether the applicant, or any person named under subdivision 7, has pleaded guilty or no contest
to, has been convicted of, or has charges pending for a crime that would involve moral turpitude or be
a felony if committed in the Commonwealth and, if so, identification of (i) the crime, (ii) the law-enforce-
ment agency involved, and (iii) if applicable, the date of the conviction and the fine or penalty
imposed;

10. Whether, within 15 years before the date of application, the applicant, or any person named under
subdivision 7, has been a defendant or respondent in a civil proceeding, including a proceeding seek-
ing an adjudication of legal incompetence, and, if so, the date and a full explanation of each pro-
ceeding;



11. Whether the applicant, or any person named under subdivision 7, has an unsatisfied judgment or
a judgment of continuing effect, including alimony or a domestic order in the nature of child support,
which is not current at the date of the application;

12. Whether, within 10 years before the date of application, the applicant, or any person named under
subdivision 7, was adjudicated bankrupt or was an owner of a business that was adjudicated bank-
rupt;

13. Whether there has been any administrative or judicial determination that the applicant, or any per-
son named under subdivision 7, made a false, misleading, deceptive, or fraudulent representation;

14. Each instance in which conduct of the applicant, or any person named under subdivision 7, res-
ulted in the imposition of a sanction, suspension, or declaration of ineligibility to participate in an inter-
scholastic or intercollegiate athletic event of a student-athlete or a sanction on an educational
institution;

15. Each sanction, suspension, or disciplinary action taken against the applicant, or any person
named under subdivision 7, arising out of occupational or professional conduct;

16. Whether there has been a denial of an application for, suspension or revocation of, refusal to
renew, or abandonment of, the registration of the applicant, or any person named under subdivision 7,
as an athlete agent in any state;

17. Each state in which the applicant currently is registered as an athlete agent or has applied to be
registered as an athlete agent;

18. If the applicant is certified or registered by a professional league or players association, (i) the
name of the league or association; (ii) the date of certification or registration and the date of expiration
of the certification or registration, if any; and (iii) if applicable, the date of any denial of an application
for, suspension or revocation of, refusal to renew, withdrawal of, or termination of the certification or
registration or any reprimand or censure related to the certification or registration;

19. Whether the applicant is seeking an annual or two-year license; and

20. Any additional information required by the Director.

B. Instead of proceeding under subsection A, an individual registered as an athlete agent in another
state may apply for registration as an athlete agent in the Commonwealth by submitting to the Director
(i) a copy of the application for registration in the other state; (ii) a statement that identifies any material
change in the information on that application or verifies there is no material change in the information,
signed under penalty of perjury; and (iii) a copy of the certificate of registration from the other state.

C. The Director shall issue a certificate of registration to an individual who applies for registration
under subsection B if the Director determines that (i) the application and registration requirements of
the other state are substantially similar to or more restrictive than the requirements in this chapter and
(ii) the registration has not been revoked or suspended and no action involving the individual's



conduct as an athlete agent is pending against the individual or the individual's registration in any
state.

D. For purposes of implementing subsection C, the Director shall (i) cooperate with national organ-
izations concerned with athlete agent issues and agencies in other states that register athlete agents
to develop a common registration form and determine which states have laws that are substantially
similar to or more restrictive than this chapter and (ii) exchange information, including information
related to actions taken against registered athlete agents or their registrations, with those organ-
izations and agencies.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-522.

§ 54.1-530. Certificate of registration; issuance or denials; renewal.
A. Except as otherwise provided in subsection B, the Director shall issue a certificate of registration to
an applicant for registration who complies with subsection A of § 54.1-529.

B. The Director may refuse to issue a certificate of registration to an applicant for registration under
subsection A of § 54.1-529 if the Director determines that the applicant has engaged in conduct that
significantly adversely reflects on the applicant's fitness to act as an athlete agent. In making the
determination, the Director may consider whether the applicant has (i) pleaded guilty or no contest to,
has been convicted of, or has charges pending for a crime that would involve moral turpitude or be a
felony if committed in the Commonwealth; (ii) made a materially false, misleading, deceptive, or fraud-
ulent representation in the application or as an athlete agent; (iii) engaged in conduct that would dis-
qualify the applicant from serving in a fiduciary capacity; (iv) engaged in conduct prohibited by § 54.1-
538; (v) had a registration as an athlete agent suspended, revoked, or denied in any state; (vi) been
refused renewal of registration as an athlete agent in any state; (vii) engaged in conduct resulting in
imposition of a sanction, suspension, or declaration of ineligibility to participate in an interscholastic or
intercollegiate athletic event of a student-athlete or a sanction on an educational institution; or (viii)
engaged in conduct that adversely reflects on the applicant's credibility, honesty, or integrity.

C. In making a determination under subsection B, the Director shall consider (i) how recently the con-
duct occurred, (ii) the nature of the conduct and the context in which it occurred, and (iii) other relevant
conduct of the applicant.

D. An athlete agent registered under subsection A may apply to renew the registration by submitting
an application for renewal in a form prescribed by the Director. The applicant shall sign the application
for renewal under penalty of perjury and include current information on all matters required in an ori-
ginal application for registration.

E. An athlete agent registered under subsection C of § 54.1-529 may renew the registration by pro-
ceeding under subsection D or, if the registration in the other state has been renewed, by submitting to
the Director copies of the application for renewal in the other state and the renewed registration from
the other state. The Director shall renew the registration if the Director determines (i) the registration
requirements of the other state are substantially similar to or more restrictive than the requirements in

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP0481


this chapter and (ii) the renewed registration has not been suspended or revoked and no action
involving the individual's conduct as an athlete agent is pending against the individual or the indi-
vidual's registration in any state.

F. A certificate of registration or renewal of registration under this chapter is valid for one or two years,
as indicated in the applicant's application.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-523.

§ 54.1-531. Suspension, revocation, or refusal to renew registration.
A. The Director may limit, suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew a registration of an individual registered
under subsection A of § 54.1-530 for conduct that would have justified refusal to issue a certificate of
registration under subsection B of § 54.1-530.

B. The Director may suspend or revoke the registration of an individual registered under subsection C
of § 54.1-529 or renewed under subsection E of § 54.1-530 for any reason for which the Director could
have refused to grant or renew registration or for conduct that would justify refusal to issue a certificate
of registration under subsection B of § 54.1-530.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-524.

§ 54.1-532. Temporary registration.
The Director may issue a temporary certificate of registration as an athlete agent while an application
for registration or renewal of registration is pending.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-525.

§ 54.1-533. Registration and renewal fees.
An application for registration or renewal of registration as an athlete agent shall be accompanied by a
nonrefundable fee for each of the following: (i) an initial application for registration, (ii) an application
for registration based on a certificate of registration or its equivalent issued by another state, (iii) an
application for renewal of registration, and (iv) an application for renewal of registration based on a
renewal of registration or its equivalent in another state.

That fee shall be:

1. For a one-year registration or renewal, in the amount of $700;

2. For a two-year registration or renewal, in the amount of $1,150; or

3. For the fee set forth in subdivision 1 or 2, or both, of this section, a higher or lower fee that the Dir-
ector determines by regulation is necessary and consistent with § 54.1-113.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-526.

§ 54.1-534. Required form of agency contract.
A. An agency contract shall be in a record signed by the parties.

B. An agency contract shall contain:
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1. A statement that the athlete agent is registered as an athlete agent in the Commonwealth and a list
of any other states in which the agent is registered as an athlete agent;

2. The amount and method of calculating the consideration to be paid by the student-athlete for ser-
vices to be provided by the agent under the contract and any other consideration the agent has
received or will receive from any other source for entering into the contract or providing the services;

3. The name of any person not listed in the agent's application for registration or renewal of regis-
tration which will be compensated because the student-athlete signed the contract;

4. A description of any expenses the student-athlete agrees to reimburse;

5. A description of the services to be provided to the student-athlete;

6. The duration of the contract; and

7. The date of execution.

C. Subject to subsection G, an agency contract shall contain a conspicuous notice in boldface type
and in substantially the following form:

"WARNING TO STUDENT-ATHLETE

IF YOU SIGN THIS CONTRACT:

(1) YOU MAY LOSE YOUR ELIGIBILITY TO COMPETE AS A STUDENT-ATHLETE IN YOUR
SPORT;

(2) IF YOUR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION HAS AN ATHLETIC DIRECTOR, WITHIN 72 HOURS
OF SIGNING THIS CONTRACT OR BEFORE THE NEXT SCHEDULED ATHLETIC EVENT IN
WHICH YOU PARTICIPATE, WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST, BOTH YOU AND YOUR ATHLETE
AGENT MUST NOTIFY YOUR ATHLETIC DIRECTOR THAT YOU HAVE ENTERED INTO THIS
CONTRACT AND PROVIDE THE NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF THE ATHLETE
AGENT; AND

(3) YOU MAY CANCEL THIS CONTRACT WITHIN 14 DAYS. HOWEVER, CANCELLATION OF
THIS CONTRACT DOES NOT GUARANTEE REINSTATEMENT OF YOUR ELIGIBILITY AS A
STUDENT-ATHLETE IN YOUR SPORT."

D. An agency contract shall be accompanied by a separate record signed by the student-athlete or, if
the student-athlete is a minor, the parent or guardian of the student-athlete acknowledging that signing
the contract may result in the loss of the student-athlete's eligibility to participate in the student-ath-
lete's sport.

E. A student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, the parent or guardian of the student-athlete
may void an agency contract that does not conform to this section. If the contract is voided, any con-
sideration received from the athlete agent under the contract to induce entering into the contract is not
required to be returned.



F. At the time an agency contract is executed, the athlete agent shall give the student-athlete or, if the
student-athlete is a minor, the parent or guardian of the student-athlete a copy in a record of the con-
tract and the separate acknowledgement required by subsection D.

G. If a student-athlete is a minor, an agency contract shall be signed by the parent or guardian of the
student-athlete and the notice required by subsection C shall be revised accordingly.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-527.

§ 54.1-535. Notice to educational institution.
A. For purposes of this section, "communication or attempt to communicate" or any variation thereof
means contacting or attempting to contact by an in-person meeting, a record, or any other method that
conveys or attempts to convey a message.

B. Not later than 72 hours after entering into an agency contract or before the next scheduled athletic
event in which the student-athlete may participate, whichever occurs first, the athlete agent shall give
notice in a record of the existence of the contract to the athletic director of the educational institution at
which the student-athlete is enrolled or at which the agent has reasonable grounds to believe the stu-
dent-athlete intends to enroll.

C. Not later than 72 hours after entering into an agency contract or before the next scheduled athletic
event in which the student-athlete may participate, whichever occurs first, the student-athlete shall
inform the athletic director of the educational institution at which the student-athlete is enrolled that the
student-athlete has entered into an agency contract and the name and contact information of the ath-
lete agent.

D. If an athlete agent enters into an agency contract with a student-athlete and the student-athlete sub-
sequently enrolls at an educational institution, the agent shall notify the athletic director of the insti-
tution of the existence of the contract not later than 72 hours after the agent knew or should have
known the student-athlete enrolled.

E. If an athlete agent has a relationship with a student-athlete before the student-athlete enrolls in an
educational institution and receives an athletic scholarship from the institution, the agent shall notify
the institution of the relationship not later than 10 days after the enrollment if the agent knows or
should have known of the enrollment and (i) the relationship was motivated in whole or in part by the
intention of the agent to recruit or solicit the student-athlete to enter an agency contract in the future or
(ii) the agent directly or indirectly recruited or solicited the student-athlete to enter an agency contract
before the enrollment.

F. An athlete agent shall give notice in a record to the athletic director of any educational institution at
which a student-athlete is enrolled before the agent communicates or attempts to communicate with (i)
the student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, a parent or guardian of the student-athlete to
influence the student-athlete or parent or guardian to enter into an agency contract or (ii) another indi-
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vidual to have that individual influence the student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, the par-
ent or guardian of the student-athlete to enter into an agency contract.

G. If a communication or attempt to communicate with an athlete agent is initiated by a student-athlete
or another individual on behalf of the student-athlete, the agent shall notify in a record the athletic dir-
ector of any educational institution at which the student-athlete is enrolled. The notification shall be
made not later than 10 days after the communication or attempt to communicate.

H. An educational institution that becomes aware of a violation of this chapter by an athlete agent
shall notify the Director and any professional league or players association with which the institution is
aware the agent is licensed or registered of the violation.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-528.

§ 54.1-536. Student-athlete's right to cancel.
A. A student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, the parent or guardian of the student-athlete
may cancel an agency contract by giving notice in a record of cancellation to the athlete agent not
later than 14 days after the contract is signed.

B. A student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, the parent or guardian of the student-athlete
may not waive the right to cancel an agency contract.

C. If a student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, a parent or guardian of the student-athlete
cancels an agency contract, the student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, the parent or guard-
ian of the student-athlete is not required to pay any consideration under the contract or return any con-
sideration received from the athlete agent to influence the student-athlete to enter into the contract.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-529.

§ 54.1-537. Required records.
A. An athlete agent shall create and retain for five years records of the following:

1. The name and address of each student-athlete represented by the agent;

2. Each agency contract entered into by the agent; and

3. The direct costs incurred by the agent in the recruitment or solicitation of each student-athlete to
enter into an agency contract.

B. Records described in subsection A shall be open to inspection by the Director during normal busi-
ness hours.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-530.

§ 54.1-538. Prohibited conduct.
An athlete agent may not intentionally:

1. Give a student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, a parent or guardian of the student-athlete
materially false or misleading information or make a materially false promise or representation with the
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intent to influence the student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, a parent or guardian of the
student-athlete to enter into an agency contract;

2. Furnish anything of value to a student-athlete or another individual, if to do so may result in loss of
the student-athlete's eligibility to participate in the student-athlete's sport, unless (i) the agent notifies
the athletic director of the educational institution at which the student-athlete is enrolled or at which the
agent has reasonable grounds to believe the student-athlete intends to enroll, not later than 72 hours
after giving the thing of value and (ii) the student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, a parent or
guardian of the student-athlete acknowledges to the agent in a record that receipt of the thing of value
may result in loss of the student-athlete's eligibility to participate in the student-athlete's sport;

3. Initiate contact, directly or indirectly, with a student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, a par-
ent or guardian of the student-athlete to recruit or solicit the student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is
a minor, a parent or guardian of the student-athlete to enter an agency contract unless registered
under this chapter;

4. Fail to create, retain, or permit inspection of the records required by § 54.1-537;

5. Fail to register when required by § 54.1-528;

6. Provide materially false or misleading information in an application for registration or renewal of
registration;

7. Predate or postdate an agency contract;

8. Fail to notify a student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, a parent or guardian of the stu-
dent-athlete before the student-athlete or, if the student-athlete is a minor, a parent or guardian of the
student-athlete signs an agency contract for a particular sport that the signing may result in loss of the
student-athlete's eligibility to participate in the student-athlete's sport;

9. Encourage another individual to do any of the acts described in subdivisions 1 through 8 on behalf
of the agent; or

10. Encourage another individual to assist any other individual in doing any of the acts described in
subdivisions 1 through 8 on behalf of the agent.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-531.

§ 54.1-539. Criminal penalty.
An athlete agent who violates § 54.1-538 is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor and in addition, the Dir-
ector may suspend the agent's certificate of registration for no more than 12 months.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-532.

§ 54.1-540. Civil remedy; penalty.
A. An educational institution or student-athlete may bring an action for damages against an athlete
agent if the institution or student-athlete is adversely affected by an act or omission of the agent in viol-
ation of this chapter. An educational institution or student-athlete is adversely affected by an act or
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omission of the agent only if, because of the act or omission, the institution or an individual who was a
student-athlete at the time of the act or omission and enrolled in the institution (i) is suspended or dis-
qualified from participation in an interscholastic or intercollegiate sports event by or under the rules of
a state or national federation or association that promotes or regulates interscholastic or inter-
collegiate sports or (ii) suffers financial damage.

B. A plaintiff that prevails in an action under this section may recover actual damages, punitive dam-
ages, costs, and reasonable attorney fees. An athlete agent found liable under this section forfeits any
right of payment for anything of benefit or value provided to the student-athlete and shall refund any
consideration paid to the agent by or on behalf of the student-athlete.

C. A violation of this chapter also shall constitute a violation of the Virginia Consumer Protection Act
(§ 59.1-196 et seq.).

D. The Director may assess a civil penalty against an athlete agent not to exceed $50,000 for a viol-
ation of this chapter.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-533.

§ 54.1-541. Uniformity of application of construction.
Consideration shall be given to the need to promote uniformity of the law with respect to its subject
matter among states that enact substantially similar laws.

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-534.

§ 54.1-542. Relation to Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act.
This chapter modifies, limits, or supersedes the Electronic Signatures in Global and National Com-
merce Act, 15 U.S.C. § 7001 et seq., but does not modify, limit, or supersede § 101(c) of that act, 15
U.S.C. § 7001(c), or authorize electronic delivery of any of the notices described in § 103(b) of that act,
15 U.S.C. § 7003(c).

2020, c. 481, § 54.1-535.

Chapter 6 - Auctioneers

§ 54.1-600. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Absolute auction" means an auction where at the time of the auction sale the real or personal prop-
erty to be sold will pass to the highest bidder regardless of the amount of the highest and last bid.

"Auction" means the sale of goods or real estate by means of exchanges between an auctioneer and
members of his audience, the exchanges consisting of a series of invitations for offers made by the
auctioneer, offers made by members of the audience, and acceptance by the auctioneer of the highest
or most favorable offer.

"Auction firm" means any corporation, partnership or entity, except a sole proprietorship, performing
any of the acts of an auctioneer as defined in this section.
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"Auctioneer" means any person who conducts or offers to conduct an auction.

"Board" means the Auctioneers Board.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Goods" means any chattels, merchandise, real or personal property, or commodities of any form or
type which may be lawfully kept or offered for sale.

"Person" means any natural person, association, partnership, or corporation, and the officers, dir-
ectors, and employees of a corporation.

"Virginia licensed auctioneer" means any auctioneer who meets the requirements for licensure as pre-
scribed by the Board.

1982, c. 538, § 54-824.2; 1983, c. 522; 1986, c. 61; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 299; 2003, c. 367.

§ 54.1-601. Exemptions.
The provisions of this chapter and the terms "Virginia licensed auctioneer," "auctioneer" or "auction
firm," as defined in § 54.1-600, shall not apply to:

1. Any person who auctions his own property, whether owned or leased, provided his regular busi-
ness is not as an auctioneer;

2. Any person who is acting as a receiver, trustee in bankruptcy, guardian, conservator, administrator,
or executor, or any person acting under order of a court;

3. A trustee acting under a trust agreement, deed of trust, or will;

4. An attorney-at-law licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Virginia acting pursuant to a power
of attorney;

5. Sales at auction conducted by or under the direction of any public authority, or pursuant to any judi-
cial order or decree;

6. Sale of livestock at a public livestock market authorized by the Commissioner of Agriculture and
Consumer Services;

7. Leaf tobacco sales conducted in accordance with the provisions of former § 3.1-336;

8. Sale at auction of automobiles conducted under the provisions of § 46.2-644.03 or by a motor
vehicle dealer licensed under the provisions of Chapter 15 (§ 46.2-1500 et seq.) of Title 46.2;

9. Sale at auction of a particular brand of livestock conducted by an auctioneer of a livestock trade
association;

10. Sales conducted by and on behalf of any charitable, religious, civic club, fraternal, or political
organization if the person conducting the sale receives no compensation, either directly or indirectly,
therefor and has no ownership interest in the merchandise being sold or financial interest in the entity
providing such merchandise;
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11. Sales, not exceeding one sale per year, conducted by or on behalf of (i) a civic club or (ii) a char-
itable organization granted tax-exempt status under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; or

12. Sales of collateral, sales conducted to enforce carriers' or warehousemen's liens, bulk sales, sales
of goods by a presenting bank following dishonor of a documentary draft, resales of rightfully rejected
goods, resales of goods by an aggrieved seller, or other resales conducted pursuant to Titles 8.1A
through 8.10 and the Virginia Self-Service Storage Act (§ 55.1-2900 et seq.).

1982, c. 538, § 54-824.3; 1983, cc. 261, 522; 1986, c. 61; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 299; 1995, c. 227;
1997, c. 801; 2009, c. 664; 2014, cc. 21, 684.

§ 54.1-602. Auctioneers Board; membership, meetings and powers.
A. The Auctioneers Board shall be composed of five members as follows: three shall be Virginia
licensed auctioneers and two shall be citizen members. Board members shall serve four-year terms.

The Board shall meet at least once each year for the purpose of transacting business. Special meet-
ings of the Board may be held at the discretion of the Director.

B. The Board shall have the following authority and responsibilities:

1. Establish regulations to obtain and retain licensure of auctioneers.

2. Make all case decisions regarding eligibility for initial licensure and renewal thereof.

3. To fine, suspend, deny renewal or revoke for cause, as defined in regulation, any license.

4. To examine auctioneers for licensure.

1982, c. 538, §§ 54-824.4, 54-824.7; 1983, c. 522, § 54-824.9:3; 1988, cc. 42, 765; 1991, c. 299; 2012,
c. 522.

§ 54.1-603. License required; requirements for licensure; nonresident applicants.
A. Unless exempted by § 54.1-601, no person or firm shall sell at auction without being licensed by
the Board.

B. Any auctioneer desiring to obtain a license may apply to the Board and shall establish to the sat-
isfaction of the Board that he:

1. Is a resident of Virginia and meets the application fee requirements set by the Board;

2. Is covered by a surety bond, executed by a surety company authorized to do business in this Com-
monwealth, in a reasonable amount to be fixed by the Board, conditioned upon the faithful and honest
conduct of his business or employment;

3. Has successfully completed a course of study at a school of auctioneering which has obtained
course approval from the Board or an equivalent course; and

4. Has passed the Virginia Licensed Auctioneer's Examination, administered by the Auctioneers
Board.
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C. A nonresident of the Commonwealth may be licensed as an auctioneer by meeting one of the fol-
lowing requirements: (i) conform to the provisions of this chapter and regulations of the Board with ref-
erence to resident auctioneers or (ii) hold a valid auctioneer's license or certificate in another state
with which reciprocity has been established by the Board. Nonresident applicants shall also file with
the Board an irrevocable consent that service of process upon the Director is as valid and binding as
service of process upon the applicant.

Any process or pleading served upon the Director shall be filed by the Director in his office and a copy
thereof immediately forwarded by registered mail to the main office of the auctioneer at the last known
address.

1983, c. 522, § 54-824.9:1; 1986, c. 61; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 299; 1996, cc. 438, 822; 1997, c. 281;
2010, c. 91.

§ 54.1-603.1. Continuing education.
A. The Board shall promulgate regulations governing continuing education requirements for auc-
tioneers licensed by the Board. Such regulations shall require the completion of the equivalent of at
least six hours of Board-approved continuing education courses for any license renewal or rein-
statement, except that no continuing education shall be required for any auctioneer licensed by the
Board for 25 years or more and who is 70 years of age or older. The Board shall establish criteria for
continuing education courses, including but not limited to (i) content and subject matter of continuing
education courses; (ii) curriculum of required continuing education courses; (iii) standards and pro-
cedures for the approval of courses, course sponsors, and course instructors; (iv) methods of instruc-
tion for continuing education courses; and (v) the computation of course credit. Any continuing
education courses completed by an auctioneer pursuant to a requirement of the Certified Auctioneers
Institute or participation in the educational programs sponsored by the National Auctioneers Asso-
ciation or Virginia Auctioneers Association shall satisfy the continuing education requirement of this
section.

B. The Board may grant exemptions or waive or reduce the number of continuing education hours
required in cases of certified illness or undue hardship.

2004, c. 956; 2016, c. 504.

§ 54.1-604. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1991, c. 299.

§ 54.1-605. Taxation of auctioneer.
An auctioneer may not have a local license tax imposed by any county, city, or town except that in
which his office is maintained. If a branch office is maintained elsewhere in Virginia, a local license
tax may be imposed by the county, city or town in which the branch office is located, pursuant to §§
58.1-3707 and 58.1-3709.

1982, c. 538, § 54-824.15; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-606. Unlawful to advertise as an auctioneer.
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It shall be unlawful for any person not licensed under the provisions of this chapter to advertise that he
is in the auction business or to hold himself out to the public as an auctioneer.

1982, c. 538, § 54-824.19; 1983, c. 522; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 299.

§ 54.1-607. Advertising; absolute auctions involving real property.
A. No advertisements for any auction sale of personal or real property shall contain false, misleading,
or deceptive statements, with respect to types or conditions of merchandise offered at auction, why
merchandise is being sold, who has ownership, where the merchandise was obtained, or the terms
and conditions of the auction and sale.

B. No auctioneer shall advertise an auction sale of real property as "absolute" unless all lots included
in the sale meet that criteria.

2003, c. 367.

Chapter 7 - BARBERS AND COSMETOLOGISTS

§ 54.1-700. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Barber" means any person who shaves, shapes or trims the beard; cuts, singes, or dyes the hair or
applies lotions thereto; applies, treats or massages the face, neck or scalp with oils, creams, lotions,
cosmetics, antiseptics, powders, clays or other preparations in connection with shaving, cutting or trim-
ming the hair or beard, and practices barbering for compensation and when such services are not per-
formed for the treatment of disease.

"Barbering" means any one or any combination of the following acts, when done on the human body
for compensation and not for the treatment of disease, shaving, shaping and trimming the beard; cut-
ting, singeing, or dyeing the hair or applying lotions thereto; applications, treatment or massages of the
face, neck or scalp with oils, creams, lotions, cosmetics, antiseptics, powders, clays, or other pre-
parations in connection with shaving, cutting or trimming the hair or a beard. The term "barbering"
shall not apply to the acts described hereinabove when performed by any person in his home if such
service is not offered to the public.

"Barber instructor" means any person who has been certified by the Board as having completed an
approved curriculum and who meets the competency standards of the Board as an instructor of barber-
ing.

"Barbershop" means any establishment or place of business within which the practice of barbering is
engaged in or carried on by one or more barbers.

"Board" means the Board for Barbers and Cosmetology.

"Body-piercer" means any person who for remuneration penetrates the skin of a person to make a
hole, mark, or scar, generally permanent in nature.
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"Body-piercing" means the act of penetrating the skin of a person to make a hole, mark, or scar, gen-
erally permanent in nature.

"Body-piercing salon" means any place in which a fee is charged for the act of penetrating the skin of
a person to make a hole, mark, or scar, generally permanent in nature.

"Body-piercing school" means a place or establishment licensed by the Board to accept and train stu-
dents in body-piercing.

"Cosmetologist" means any person who administers cosmetic treatments; manicures or pedicures the
nails of any person; arranges, dresses, curls, waves, cuts, shapes, singes, waxes, tweezes, shaves,
bleaches, colors, relaxes, straightens, or performs similar work, upon human hair, or a wig or hair-
piece, by any means, including hands or mechanical or electrical apparatus or appliances unless
such acts as adjusting, combing, or brushing prestyled wigs or hairpieces do not alter the prestyled
nature of the wig or hairpiece, and practices cosmetology for compensation. The term "cosmetologist"
shall not include hair braiding upon human hair, or a wig or hairpiece.

"Cosmetology" includes, but is not limited to, the following practices: administering cosmetic treat-
ments; manicuring or pedicuring the nails of any person; arranging, dressing, curling, waving, cutting,
shaping, singeing, waxing, tweezing, shaving, bleaching, coloring, relaxing, straightening, or similar
work, upon human hair, or a wig or hairpiece, by any means, including hands or mechanical or elec-
trical apparatus or appliances, but shall not include hair braiding upon human hair, or a wig or hair-
piece, or such acts as adjusting, combing, or brushing prestyled wigs or hairpieces when such acts do
not alter the prestyled nature of the wig or hairpiece.

"Cosmetology instructor" means a person who has been certified by the Board as having completed
an approved curriculum and who meets the competency standards of the Board as an instructor of cos-
metology.

"Cosmetology salon" means any commercial establishment, residence, vehicle or other estab-
lishment, place or event wherein cosmetology is offered or practiced on a regular basis for com-
pensation and may include the training of apprentices under regulations of the Board.

"Esthetician" means a person who engages in the practice of esthetics for compensation.

"Esthetics" includes, but is not limited to, the following practices of administering cosmetic treatments
to enhance or improve the appearance of the skin: cleansing, toning, performing effleurage or other
related movements, stimulating, exfoliating, or performing any other similar procedure on the skin of
the human body or scalp by means of cosmetic preparations, treatments, or any nonlaser device,
whether by electrical, mechanical, or manual means, for care of the skin; applying make-up or eye-
lashes to any person, tinting or perming eyelashes and eyebrows, and lightening hair on the body
except the scalp; and removing unwanted hair from the body of any person by the use of any nonlaser
device, by tweezing, or by use of chemical or mechanical means. However, "esthetics" is not a heal-
ing art and shall not include any practice, activity, or treatment that constitutes the practice of



medicine, osteopathic medicine, or chiropractic. The terms "healing arts," "practice of medicine," "prac-
tice of osteopathic medicine," and "practice of chiropractic" shall mean the same as those terms are
defined in § 54.1-2900.

"Esthetics instructor" means a licensed esthetician who has been certified by the Board as having
completed an approved curriculum and who meets the competency standards of the Board as an
instructor of esthetics.

"Esthetics spa" means any commercial establishment, residence, vehicle, or other establishment,
place, or event wherein esthetics is offered or practiced on a regular basis for compensation under reg-
ulations of the Board.

"Master barber" means a licensed barber who, in addition to the practice of barbering, performs wav-
ing, shaping, bleaching, relaxing, or straightening upon human hair; performs similar work on a wig or
hairpiece; or performs waxing limited to the scalp.

"Master esthetician" means a licensed esthetician who, in addition to the practice of esthetics, offers to
the public for compensation, without the use of laser technology, lymphatic drainage, chemical exfo-
liation, or microdermabrasion, and who has met such additional requirements as determined by the
Board to practice lymphatic drainage, chemical exfoliation with products other than Schedules II
through VI controlled substances as defined in the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.), and micro-
dermabrasion of the epidermis.

"Nail care" means manicuring or pedicuring natural nails or performing artificial nail services.

"Nail salon" means any commercial establishment, residence, vehicle or other establishment, place or
event wherein nail care is offered or practiced on a regular basis for compensation and may include
the training of apprentices under regulations of the Board.

"Nail school" means a place or establishment licensed by the board to accept and train students in
nail care.

"Nail technician" means any person who for compensation manicures or pedicures natural nails, or
who performs artificial nail services for compensation, or any combination thereof.

"Nail technician instructor" means a licensed nail technician who has been certified by the Board as
having completed an approved curriculum and who meets the competency standards of the Board as
an instructor of nail care.

"Physical (wax) depilatory" means the wax depilatory product or substance used to remove super-
fluous hair.

"School of cosmetology" means a place or establishment licensed by the Board to accept and train stu-
dents and which offers a cosmetology curriculum approved by the Board.

"School of esthetics" means a place or establishment licensed by the Board to accept and train stu-
dents and which offers an esthetics curriculum approved by the Board.



"Tattoo parlor" means any place in which tattooing is offered or practiced.

"Tattoo school" means a place or establishment licensed by the Board to accept and train students in
tattooing.

"Tattooer" means any person who for remuneration practices tattooing.

"Tattooing" means the placing of designs, letters, scrolls, figures, symbols or any other marks upon or
under the skin of any person with ink or any other substance, resulting in the permanent coloration of
the skin, including permanent make-up or permanent jewelry, by the aid of needles or any other instru-
ment designed to touch or puncture the skin.

"Wax technician" means any person licensed by the Board who removes hair from the hair follicle
using a physical (wax) depilatory or by tweezing.

"Wax technician instructor" means a licensed wax technician who has been certified by the Board as
having completed an approved curriculum and who meets the competency standards of the Board as
an instructor of waxing.

"Waxing" means the temporary removal of superfluous hair from the hair follicle on any area of the
human body through the use of a physical (wax) depilatory or by tweezing.

"Waxing salon" means any commercial establishment, residence, vehicle or other establishment,
place or event wherein waxing is offered or practiced on a regular basis for compensation and may
include the training of apprentices under regulations of the Board.

"Waxing school" means a place or establishment licensed by the Board to accept and train students in
waxing.

1962, c. 639, § 1, § 54-83.2; 1966, c. 610; 1973, c. 86; 1974, c. 534; 1988, c. 765; 2000, c. 726; 2002,
cc. 797, 869; 2003, c. 600; 2005, c. 829; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2017, c. 390; 2018, cc. 219, 231, 237,
404.

§ 54.1-701. Exemptions.
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:

1. Persons authorized by the laws of the Commonwealth to practice medicine and surgery or osteo-
pathy or chiropractic;

2. Registered nurses licensed to practice in the Commonwealth;

3. Persons employed in state or local penal or correctional institutions, rehabilitation centers, san-
atoria, or institutions for care and treatment of individuals with mental illness or intellectual disability,
or for care and treatment of geriatric patients, as barbers, cosmetologists, wax technicians, nail tech-
nicians, estheticians, barber instructors, cosmetology instructors, wax technician instructors, nail tech-
nician instructors, or esthetics instructors who practice only on inmates of or patients in such sanatoria
or institutions;

4. Persons licensed as funeral directors or embalmers in the Commonwealth;
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5. Gratuitous services as a barber, nail technician, cosmetologist, wax technician, tattooer, body-pier-
cer, or esthetician;

6. Students enrolled in an approved school taking a course in barbering, nail care, cosmetology, wax-
ing, tattooing, body-piercing, or esthetics;

7. Persons working in a cosmetology salon whose duties are expressly confined to the blow drying,
arranging, dressing, curling, or cleansing of human hair;

8. Apprentices serving in a barbershop, nail salon, waxing salon, cosmetology salon, or esthetics spa
licensed by the Board in accordance with the Board's regulations;

9. Schools of barbering, nail care, waxing, or cosmetology in public schools; and

10. Persons whose activities are confined solely to applying make-up, including such activities that
are ancillary to applying make-up.

1962, c. 639, § 4, § 54-83.5; 1968, c. 622; 1988, c. 765; 2000, c. 726; 2002, cc. 797, 869; 2003, c. 600;
2005, c. 829; 2012, cc. 476, 507, 803, 835; 2018, c. 404.

§ 54.1-702. Board for Barbers and Cosmetology; membership; officers; quorum.
The Board for Barbers and Cosmetology shall be composed of 10 members as follows: two members
shall be licensed barbers, one of whom may be an owner or operator of a barber school; two members
shall be licensed cosmetologists, at least one of whom shall be a salon owner and one of whom may
be an owner or operator of a cosmetology school; one member shall be a licensed nail technician or a
licensed cosmetologist engaged primarily in the practice of nail care, each of whom shall have been
licensed in their respective professions for at least three years immediately prior to appointment; one
member shall be either a licensed tattooer or a licensed body-piercer; two members shall be licensed
estheticians, at least one of whom shall be an esthetics salon owner and one of whom may be an
owner, operator, or designated representative of a licensed esthetics school; and two citizen mem-
bers. The terms of Board members shall be four years. No member shall serve for more than two full
successive terms. The Board shall elect a chairman and a vice-chairman. A majority of the Board shall
constitute a quorum.

1962, c. 639, § 21, § 54-83.22; 1974, c. 534; 1979, c. 327; 1981, c. 447; 1988, cc. 42, 765; 2000, c.
726; 2002, c. 869; 2004, c. 945; 2005, c. 829; 2010, c. 91.

§ 54.1-703. License required.
No person shall offer to engage in or engage in barbering, cosmetology, nail care, waxing, tattooing,
body-piercing, or esthetics without a valid license issued by the Board, except as provided in § 54.1-
701.

1979, c. 408, § 54-83.22:1; 1988, c. 765; 2000, c. 726; 2002, cc. 797, 869; 2003, c. 600; 2005, c. 829;
2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-703.1. Waiver of examination; wax technicians.
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The Board shall waive the examination requirements for licensure as a wax technician for any indi-
vidual who (i) makes application for licensure between July 1, 2002, and July 1, 2003; (ii) otherwise
complies with Board regulations relating to moral turpitude; and (iii) meets any of the following con-
ditions:

1. Has at least three years of documented work experience as a wax technician that is deemed sat-
isfactory by the Board;

2. Has completed a training program that is deemed satisfactory by the Board; or

3. Holds an unexpired certificate of registration, certification, or license as a wax technician issued to
him on the basis of comparable requirements by a proper authority of a state, territory, or possession
of the United States or the District of Columbia.

2002, c. 797.

§ 54.1-703.2. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 803 and 835, cl. 54.

§ 54.1-703.3. Waiver of examination; estheticians.
The Board shall waive the examination requirements for licensure as an esthetician or master esthet-
ician for any individual who (i) makes application for licensure by July 31, 2009; (ii) otherwise com-
plies with Board regulations relating to moral turpitude; and (iii) meets any of the following conditions:

1. Has at least three years of documented work experience as an esthetician or a master esthetician
completed prior to July 1, 2008, that is deemed satisfactory by the Board;

2. Has completed a training program prior to July 1, 2008, that is deemed satisfactory by the Board; or

3. Holds an unexpired certificate of registration, certification, or license as an esthetician or a master
esthetician issued to him prior to July 1, 2008, on the basis of comparable requirements by a proper
authority of a state, territory, or possession of the United States, or the District of Columbia.

2005, c. 829; 2009, cc. 166, 328.

§ 54.1-704. Temporary licenses.
The Board may issue a temporary license to any person who is eligible for examination. Persons
issued a temporary license shall be subject to the regulations of the Board.

The Board shall promulgate regulations consistent with this section to permit individuals to be granted
temporary licenses for a specified period of time.

1984, c. 220, § 54-83.22:2; 1988, c. 765; 2000, c. 726.

§ 54.1-704.1. License required for barbershop, cosmetology salon, nail care salon, waxing salon,
tattoo parlor, body-piercing salon, and esthetics spa.
No individual or entity shall operate a barbershop, cosmetology salon, nail care salon, waxing salon,
tattoo parlor, body-piercing salon, or esthetics spa without a valid license issued by the Board.
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The provisions of this section shall not apply to a licensed barber, cosmetologist, nail technician, wax-
ing technician, tattooer, body-piercer, or esthetician who does not have an ownership interest in a
licensed barbershop, cosmetology salon, nail care salon, waxing salon, tattoo parlor, body-piercing
salon, or esthetics spa in which he is employed.

2000, c. 726; 2002, cc. 797, 869; 2003, c. 600; 2005, c. 829; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-704.2. License required for schools of barbering, cosmetology, nail care, waxing, tattooing,
body-piercing, or esthetics.
Except as provided in § 54.1-701, no person, firm or corporation shall operate or attempt to operate a
school of barbering, cosmetology, nail care, waxing, tattooing, body-piercing, or esthetics unless
licensed by the Board pursuant to its regulations.

2000, c. 726; 2002, cc. 797, 869; 2003, c. 600; 2005, c. 829; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-705. Inspections.
A. Inspectors and sanitarians of the State Department of Health, or an affiliated local health depart-
ment, may inspect each barbershop, cosmetology salon, waxing salon, nail care salon, tattoo parlor,
body-piercing salon, and esthetics spa in the Commonwealth regularly. Any infractions shall be imme-
diately reported to the Health Department and the Director of the Department of Professional and
Occupational Regulation for disciplinary action.

B. The Board may inspect barbershops, barber schools, cosmetology salons and schools, waxing
salons and schools, nail care salons and schools, tattoo parlors and schools, body-piercing salons
and schools, and esthetics spas and schools for compliance with regulations promulgated by the
Board.

C. The Board shall specify procedures for enforcement of compliance with the disease control and dis-
closure requirements of § 18.2-371.3, including unannounced inspections by appropriate personnel.

D. The Board or the Virginia Department of Health, or an affiliated local health department, may reg-
ulate the sanitary condition of the personnel, equipment and premises of tattoo parlors and body-pier-
cing salons.

1962, c. 639, § 26, § 54-83.27; 1974, c. 534; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2000, c. 726; 2002, cc. 797,
869; 2003, c. 600; 2005, c. 829; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-706. Different requirements for licensure.
A. The Board shall have the discretion to impose different requirements for licensure for the practice of
barbering, cosmetology, nail care, waxing, tattooing, body-piercing, and esthetics.

B. The Board shall issue a license to practice as a master barber in the Commonwealth to:

1. An individual who holds a valid, unexpired license as a barber issued by the Board prior to Decem-
ber 8, 2017; or
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2. An applicant who has successfully (i) completed the educational requirements as required by the
Board, (ii) completed the experience requirements as required by the Board, and (iii) passed the exam-
ination approved by the Board.

2000, c. 726; 2002, cc. 797, 869; 2003, c. 600; 2005, c. 829; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2018, cc. 231, 237.

Chapter 8 - BOXING AND WRESTLING MATCHES [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-800 through 54.1-827. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1998, c. 895.

Chapter 8.1 - BOXING AND WRESTLING EVENTS

§ 54.1-828. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Amateur" means an individual who has never participated in a boxing, martial arts, or professional
wrestling event for money, compensation, or reward other than a suitably inscribed memento.

"Boxer" means a person competing in the sport of boxing.

"Boxing" means the contact sport of attack or defense using fists.

"Cable television system" means any facility consisting of a set of closed transmission paths and asso-
ciated equipment designed to provide video programming to multiple subscribers when subscriber
interaction is required to select a specific video program for an access fee established by the cable
television system for that specific video program.

"Contractor" means any person who has been recognized by the Director, through a contract pursuant
to § 54.1-832, as an appropriate responsible party to provide services to assist the Commonwealth in
complying with the provisions of this chapter.

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation or its successor.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Event" means any boxing, martial arts, or professional wrestling show that includes one or more
bouts, contests, or matches.

"Exhibition" means any occurrence in which boxers or martial artists show or display skills without
striving to win.

"Manager" means any person who serves as a representative or agent of a boxer, martial artist, or pro-
fessional wrestler to arrange for his participation in an event.

"Martial artist" means a person competing in the sport of martial arts.

"Martial arts" or "mixed martial arts" means any of several Asian arts of combat or self-defense, alone
or in combination, including but not limited to aikido, karate, judo, muay thai, or tae kwon do, usually
practiced as sport and which may involve the use of striking weapons.
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"Matchmaker" means any person who proposes, selects, arranges for, or in any manner procures spe-
cific individuals to be contestants in an event.

"Person" means a natural person, corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, firm, enterprise, fran-
chise, association or any other entity.

"Professional" means a person who participates or has ever participated for money, compensation, or
reward other than a suitably inscribed memento in any boxing, martial arts, or professional wrestling
event.

"Professional wrestler" means any professional participating in professional wrestling.

"Professional wrestling" means an event in which contestants incorporate the sport of wrestling into
choreographed performances.

"Promote" or "promotion" means to organize, arrange, publicize, or conduct an event or exhibition in
the Commonwealth.

"Promoter" means any person who undertakes to promote an event or exhibition.

"Regulant" means any person required by this chapter to obtain a prior authorization from the Depart-
ment.

"Sanctioning organization" means an entity approved by the Director pursuant to § 54.1-829.1.

"Trainer," "second" or "cut man" means an individual who undertakes to assure the well-being of a
boxer or martial artist by providing instruction or advice concerning techniques or strategies of boxing
or martial arts, and who may work in the corner with a boxer or martial artist between the rounds of a
match to assure his well-being and provide necessary equipment and advice concerning match par-
ticipation.

"Wrestler" means any person competing or participating as an opponent in wrestling.

"Wrestling" means any of several styles of physical competition in which individuals attempt to subdue
or unbalance an opponent, including Greco-Roman, freestyle, grappling, or submission, usually prac-
ticed as a sport.

1998, c. 895; 2005, c. 287; 2015, cc. 216, 264; 2016, c. 756.

§ 54.1-829. Authorization from Director required; bond; physical examination; emergency medical
services vehicles; physician; and health insurance.
A. No person shall act as a promoter, matchmaker, trainer, boxer, martial artist, or professional wrest-
ler in the Commonwealth without first having obtained authorization for such activity from the Depart-
ment or sanctioning organization approved by the Director pursuant to § 54.1-829.1 and such
authorization remains in full force and effect.

B. No authorization to act as a promoter shall be granted unless the applicant executes and files with
the Department a bond, in such penalty as the Department shall determine through regulation,
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conditioned on the payment of the fees and penalties imposed by this chapter and for the fulfillment of
contracts made with professional contestants in accordance with Department regulations. This sub-
section shall not apply to a promoter applying to conduct an amateur-only event under the authority of
a sanctioning organization approved by the Director pursuant to § 54.1-829.1.

C. Each boxer and martial artist shall, and each professional wrestler may, be examined prior to enter-
ing the ring by a physician who has been licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth for at
least five years. The physician shall be appointed by the Department or sanctioning organization and
shall certify in writing that the contestant's physical condition is such that he is physically able to
engage in the contest.

D. No event in which boxers or martial artists are contestants shall be conducted without the con-
tinuous presence at ringside of a physician who has been licensed to practice medicine in the Com-
monwealth for at least five years, and unless an emergency medical services vehicle is at the site of
the event.

E. No boxer or martial artist shall participate in any event unless covered by a health insurance policy
with minimum coverage in an amount determined by Department regulation.

1998, c. 895; 2007, c. 853; 2015, cc. 216, 264, 502, 503; 2016, c. 756.

§ 54.1-829.1. Sanctioning organization; amateur martial arts events.
A. No event in which amateur participants compete in martial arts shall be authorized in the Com-
monwealth unless the amateur event is conducted by a sanctioning organization approved by the Dir-
ector. Only the results of amateur events conducted by a sanctioning organization in good standing
and in compliance with this section shall be recognized for purposes of reporting bout results to a
national database or official registry. Every sanctioning organization, insofar as practicable, shall
observe and apply the unified rules adopted by the Association of Boxing Commissions. Not-
withstanding any other provision of law or regulation, for purposes of amateur martial arts events,
weight classes and bout rules governing round length, judging, and scoring shall conform with the
Association of Boxing Commissions unified rules.

B. No amateur martial artist shall compete in an event who has:

1. Not attained the age of 18 years;

2. Been knocked out in the 60 days immediately preceding the date of the event;

3. Been technically knocked out in the 30 days preceding the date of the event;

4. Been a contestant in an event consisting of (i) more than six rounds during the 15 days preceding
the date of the event or (ii) six or fewer rounds during the seven days preceding the event;

5. Suffered a cerebral hemorrhage or other serious physical injury;

6. Been found to be blind or vision impaired in one or both eyes;

7. Been denied a license or approval to compete by another jurisdiction for medical reasons;
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8. Failed to provide negative test results, dated within 180 days preceding the date of the event, for the
following: (i) antibodies to the human immunodeficiency virus; (ii) hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg);
and (iii) antibodies to the hepatitis C virus; or

9. Failed to provide written certification from a licensed physician, dated within 180 days preceding
the date of the event, attesting to the contestant's good physical health and absence of any preexisting
conditions or observed abnormalities that would prevent participation in the event. The examination
performed by the ringside physician at the event pursuant to clause (ii) of subdivision C 3 shall not sat-
isfy this requirement.

C. For each amateur martial arts event, the sanctioning organization shall:

1. Review the records, experience, and consecutive losses for each amateur martial artist prior to
each event to determine, to the extent possible, that contestants scheduled to compete are sub-
stantially equal in skills and ability;

2. Verify that each amateur martial artist scheduled to compete is covered by health insurance;

3. Appoint a physician licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth for at least five years to
remain at ringside on a continuous basis. Duties of the ringside physician shall include (i) conducting
a physical examination of each referee immediately prior to the event to assure his fitness to act in
such capacity, (ii) conducting a physical examination and taking a medical history of each amateur
martial artist prior to the contestant's entering the ring and certifying the contestant's physical con-
dition, (iii) signaling the referee immediately in the event that an injury is observed, (iv) rendering
immediate medical aid to any amateur martial artist injured during an event, and (v) ensuring that all
substances in the possession of seconds, trainers, or cut men are appropriate for use on amateur mar-
tial artists during the course of the event;

4. Assign a sufficient number of qualified officials, including locker room inspectors, judges, time-
keepers, and referees, to protect the health and safety of amateur martial artists and the public. Duties
of the referee shall include (i) providing prefight instructions to the contestants; (ii) ensuring that each
amateur martial artist is wearing gloves supplied by the sanctioning organization or event promoter
that are in new or good condition, weighing between four and six ounces; (iii) exercising supervision
over the conduct of the bout and taking immediate corrective action when necessary; (iv) immediately
stopping any bout when, in his judgment, one contestant is outclassed by the other, injured, or oth-
erwise unable to continue safely; (v) striving to perform his duties in a manner that does not impede
the fair participation of either contestant; (vi) consulting, when he deems appropriate, with the ringside
physician on the advisability of stopping the bout if either contestant appears injured or unable to con-
tinue; (vii) counting for knockdowns and knockouts, determining fouls and stopping contests, and
immediately stopping any bout if one or both contestants are not putting forth their best effort; and (viii)
ensuring the health and well-being of the amateur martial artists to the greatest extent possible; and

5. Require a fully equipped emergency medical services vehicle with a currently trained ambulance
crew at the site of every amateur event for its entire duration.



D. Any sanctioning organization seeking approval under this section shall make a written application
on a form prescribed by the Director. The application shall be accompanied by a fee of $500. The Dir-
ector shall annually approve sanctioning organizations whose applications satisfactorily demonstrate
evidence of standards and operations in place that are at least as rigorous as and limited to those
required by this section. Following an informal fact-finding proceeding conducted pursuant to § 2.2-
4019, the Director may withdraw his approval of any sanctioning organization that has failed to comply
with this section based on (i) the review of the annual report submitted by the sanctioning organization
or (ii) review of a complaint received pursuant to subdivision A 8 of § 54.1-201 or § 54.1-307.1.

E. A sanctioning organization seeking approval from the Director shall provide documented evidence
(i) of operation as a business for at least the immediately preceding three years; (ii) of at least five
years of experience as a sanctioning organization representing at least two different promotions dur-
ing such five-year period or that the principal officers have at least eight years of experience working
as a referee or head official for an established sanctioning organization without adverse financial or
disciplinary action in any jurisdiction; (iii) indicating that none of its officers, employees, or agents, dir-
ectly or indirectly, has any pecuniary interest in, or holds any position with, any business associated
with a promoter or otherwise operates for the sole benefit of a single promoter; and (iv) of assurance
that events will be conducted in a fair and impartial manner with avoidance of any impropriety or
appearance of impropriety.

F. Each approved sanctioning organization shall submit an annual report to the Director on or before
February 1, with a summary of the events conducted for the preceding calendar year. The Director
may address any operational or compliance issues with the sanctioning organization consistent with
and in furtherance of the objectives of this section. The Director shall not intervene in the internal activ-
ities of a sanctioning organization except to the extent necessary to prevent or cure violations of this
section or any statute governing the persons or activities regulated pursuant to this chapter.

G. The Commonwealth, the Director, the Department, and any employee or representative shall be
indemnified and held harmless from any liability resulting from or caused by a sanctioning organ-
ization or persons conducting activities on behalf of such regulant.

2015, cc. 216, 264; 2016, c. 756.

§ 54.1-830. Exemptions.
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:

1. Amateur wrestling bouts;

2. Amateur exhibitions and the amateur participants therein;

3. Engagements involving amateur martial arts that are conducted by or held under the sponsorship of
(i) any elementary or secondary school or public or private institution of higher education located in
the Commonwealth, (ii) the Department of Corrections involving inmates of any state correctional insti-
tution, or (iii) the United States Olympic Committee; or

4. Amateur boxing.
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1998, c. 895; 2015, cc. 216, 264; 2016, c. 756.

§ 54.1-831. Powers and duties of the Department.
The Department shall administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter. In addition to the powers
and duties otherwise conferred by law, the Director shall have the powers and duties of a regulatory
board as contained in §§ 54.1-201 and 54.1-202, and shall have the power and duty to:

1. Promulgate regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.)
which implement the federal Professional Boxing Safety Act of 1996 (15 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq.) and
protect the public against incompetent, unqualified, unscrupulous or unfit persons engaging in the
activities regulated by this chapter.

The regulations shall include requirements for (i) initial authorization and renewal of the authorization;
(ii) authorization and conduct of events; (iii) standards of practice for persons arranging, promoting,
conducting, supervising, and participating in events; (iv) grounds for disciplinary actions against reg-
ulants; (v) records to be kept and maintained by regulants; (vi) the manner in which fees are to be
accounted for and submitted to the Department, provided, however, that no gate fee shall be required
for amateur-only events conducted by a sanctioning organization approved by the Director pursuant to
§ 54.1-829.1; and (vii) minimum health coverage for injuries sustained in a boxing or martial arts
match. The Department shall have direct oversight of professional events to assure the safety and
well-being of boxers, martial artists, and professional wrestlers, except that those portions of an event
containing amateur bouts shall be conducted under the oversight of a sanctioning organization. Sanc-
tioning organizations shall have sole responsibility for direct oversight of amateur-only events in which
martial artists compete.

2. Charge each applicant for authorization and for renewals of authorization a nonrefundable fee sub-
ject to the provisions of § 54.1-113 and subdivision A 4 of § 54.1-201. A sanctioning organization shall
be subject to the application fee provisions of subsection D of § 54.1-829.1.

3. Conduct investigations to determine the suitability of applicants for authorization and to determine
the regulant's compliance with applicable statutes and regulations.

4. Conduct investigations as to whether monopolies, combinations, or other circumstances exist to
restrain matches or exhibitions of boxing, martial arts, or professional wrestling anywhere in the Com-
monwealth. The Attorney General may assist investigations at the request of the Department.

5. Exercise jurisdiction over all boxing, martial arts, and professional wrestling conducted within the
Commonwealth by any person, except where otherwise exempted.

1998, c. 895; 2010, c. 764; 2012, c. 769; 2015, cc. 216, 264; 2016, c. 756.

§ 54.1-831.01. Boxing, Martial Arts, and Professional Wrestling Advisory Board.
A. The Boxing, Martial Arts, and Professional Wrestling Advisory Board (the Board) is established as
an advisory board, within the meaning of § 2.2-2100, in the executive branch of state government to
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advise the Director on matters relating to boxing, martial arts, and professional wrestling events in the
Commonwealth.

B. The Board shall consist of seven members appointed by the Director as follows: one representative
of the sport of boxing; one representative of the sport of professional wrestling; one representative of
the sport of martial arts; one representative of either the sport of boxing, martial arts, or professional
wrestling; one member who is a martial arts instructor who has obtained the rank of black belt or
higher; and two citizen members. All members shall be residents of the Commonwealth. All appoint-
ments shall be for terms of four years, except that appointments to fill vacancies shall be for the unex-
pired terms. No person shall be eligible to serve for more than two successive full terms.

C. The Board shall elect its chairman and vice-chairman from among its members. The Board shall
meet at least once each year to conduct its business and upon the call of the Director or chair of the
Board. Four members shall constitute a quorum.

D. Members of the Board shall receive no compensation for their services, but shall be reimbursed for
all reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties as provided in § 2.2-
2825.

E. Such staff support as is necessary for the conduct of the Board's business shall be furnished by the
Department.

2007, c. 853; 2012, c. 522; 2015, cc. 216, 264.

§ 54.1-831.1. Summary suspension of boxing license.
When required in order to comply with applicable federal law, the Department may suspend the
license of any person holding a license as a boxer on medical grounds or when there is substantial
danger to the public health or safety without a hearing or informal fact-finding conference. Institution of
a proceeding for a hearing or conference shall be provided simultaneously with the summary sus-
pension. The hearing or conference shall be scheduled within a reasonable time of the date of the
summary suspension. The suspension shall remain in effect only so long as the medical grounds or
danger to the public health or safety shall exist.

2002, c. 33.

§ 54.1-832. Director authorized to contract for certain services; award of contract; authority when
no contract is in effect.
A. The Director may contract with a private person, firm, corporation or association to provide any or
all of the following services on behalf of the Department: examining and recommending licensure,
investigating and ensuring that events are conducted in compliance with statutes and regulations, per-
forming clerical duties, collecting fees, maintaining records, developing proposed regulations in
accordance with Article 2 (§ 2.2-4006 et seq.) of the Administrative Process Act, and recommending
enforcement actions in accordance with Article 3 (§ 2.2-4018 et seq.) of the Administrative Process
Act.
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B. The Director shall procure any or all of such services in accordance with the provisions of the Vir-
ginia Public Procurement Act (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.). Prior to the award of such contract, a proposer shall
demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Director:

1. Personnel and financial resources necessary to carry out the provisions of the contract;

2. Adequate indemnification to protect the Commonwealth and its agencies and instrumentalities from
all claims and losses incurred as a result of the contract;

3. Compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws;

4. Ability to develop, implement, and maintain the internal operations necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of the contract; and

5. Ability to meet any other qualifications the Director deems appropriate in the procurement process.

C. Any contract awarded in accordance with this section shall not exceed a three-year term, but may
be renewed annually upon the approval of the Director. The Director shall be the signatory to the con-
tract on behalf of the Commonwealth.

D. Nothing herein is intended to deprive the contractor or the Commonwealth of the benefits of any
law limiting exposure to liability or setting a limit on damages.

E. Nothing herein is intended to deprive the Director of his authority to carry out the requirements of
this chapter when no contract is in effect.

1998, c. 895.

§ 54.1-833. Reports; cable television systems; fee on receipts.
A. Each promoter shall furnish to the Department, within twenty-four hours after the completion of each
event, a written and verified report on the form provided by the Department showing the number of tick-
ets sold, unsold and given away and the amount of gross proceeds thereof for such events originating
in the Commonwealth, and its total gross receipts from the sale of rights to distribute in any manner
such event by any video, telephonic or other communication method involving the control of electrons
or other charge carriers for such live events originating in the Commonwealth. Within the twenty-four-
hour period, the promoter shall pay to the Department a fee of (i) five percent of the first $100,000 of its
total gross receipts; and (ii) two and one-half percent of the remainder of its total gross receipts.
Records of the promoter shall be subject to audit by the Department.

B. Each cable television system or other multichannel video programming service shall report to the
Department in writing the name and address of each person from whom it obtains the rights to provide
a live event originating in the Commonwealth.

C. The Department shall hold all license fees in a special fund of the state treasury subject to appro-
priation of the General Assembly. Payments from this fund shall be made to the contractors for their
services on behalf of the Commonwealth. No payment shall exceed the balance of the fund. The
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Department shall draw from the fund to cover any expenses associated with the provisions of this
chapter.

1998, c. 895; 2015, cc. 216, 264.

§ 54.1-834. Prohibited activities; penalties.
A. No betting or wagering shall be permitted at an event or exhibition before, during, or after the event
in the building where the event is held.

B. No person shall participate in a sham or fake boxing or martial arts contest. The Department shall
have the authority to order, without a hearing, the person controlling the purse to hold the distribution
to contestants, promoters, and trainers pending a public hearing by the Department. The Department
shall, simultaneously with the issuance of such order to retain the share or purse, institute pro-
ceedings for a hearing to determine whether a sham or fake boxing or martial arts contest has
occurred.

C. It shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to violate this section or any statute or regulation
governing the persons or activities regulated pursuant to this chapter.

D. The third or any subsequent conviction for violating any provision of this section during a 36-month
period shall constitute a Class 6 felony.

1998, c. 895; 2015, cc. 216, 264; 2016, c. 756.

§ 54.1-835. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2015, cc. 216 and 264, cl. 2, effective October 1, 2015.

Chapter 9 - BRANCH PILOTS

Article 1 - BOARD FOR BRANCH PILOTS

§ 54.1-900. Definitions.
For the purposes of this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board for Branch Pilots.

"Branch pilots" means pilots who have qualified and been licensed in accordance with the provisions
of § 54.1-905.

"Limited branch pilots" means pilots who have qualified and been licensed in accordance with the pro-
visions of § 54.1-909.

"Pilot" means branch pilot and limited branch pilot.

Code 1950, § 54-525; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-901. Appointment and removal of members; quorum; clerk.
The Board for Branch Pilots shall consist of nine members to be appointed as follows: the Circuit
Court of the City of Hampton shall appoint three persons, only one of whom shall be a branch pilot,
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and the Circuit Court of the City of Norfolk shall appoint four persons, only two of whom shall be
branch pilots, and the Circuit Court of the City of Portsmouth shall appoint two persons, only one of
whom shall be a branch pilot. The court which appointed a member may remove him for incapacity,
neglect of duty or misconduct and may fill the vacancy.

Four members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. The Board shall appoint a clerk, who shall keep
a record of the Board's proceedings.

Code 1950, §§ 54-527, 54-528, 54-530, 54-531; 1978, c. 834; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-902. Regulations; suspension or revocation of license; penalty for violation.
A. The Board is authorized to promulgate regulations necessary for the proper government and reg-
ulation of pilots and to prescribe penalties for the violation of regulations in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). Regulations may include the right to
suspend or revoke the branch of any pilot. Such suspension or revocation may be in addition to any
other penalty imposed by law for the violation.

Reasonable notice and an opportunity to be heard in accordance with the Administrative Process Act
shall be given before the Board shall take any action to revoke or suspend the license of any licensee.

B. The Board may suspend a license of any person without a hearing, simultaneously with the insti-
tution of proceedings for a hearing, if it finds that there is substantial danger to the public health or
safety which warrants such action. The Board may meet by telephone conference call when sum-
marily suspending a license, if a good faith effort to assemble a quorum of the Board has failed and in
the judgment of a majority of the members of the Board, the continued practice of the licensee con-
stitutes a substantial danger to the public health or safety. Institution of proceeding for a hearing shall
be provided simultaneously with the summary suspension. The hearing shall be scheduled within a
reasonable time of the date of the summary suspension.

C. Before any penalty for violation of the regulations may be imposed, a printed copy of the reg-
ulations shall be furnished to each pilot.

Code 1950, § 54-529; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 584.

§ 54.1-903. Decisions of controversies between pilots and masters, etc.; judgment of Board.
The Board may decide any controversy between pilots or between a pilot and the master, owner, or
consignee of any vessel, which may arise under any law concerning pilots in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). If the decision requires the payment of
money, the Board shall enter a judgment therefor on the record of its proceedings. When an author-
ized officer receives a copy of the judgment, he shall enforce the payment as if it were an execution
against the property of the debtor.

Code 1950, §§ 54-533, 54-534; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-904. Limitation of powers of Board.
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Nothing in this chapter shall authorize the Board to decide upon the liability of a pilot or his apprentice
to any person injured by his negligence or misconduct, or to prevent such person from recovering for
any damage occasioned thereby.

Code 1950, § 54-535; 1988, c. 765.

Article 2 - EXAMINATION AND LICENSURE

§ 54.1-905. Examination of pilots; issuance of license; bonds and oath of office.
Applicants for examination shall submit to the Board a certificate from the circuit court in the county or
city of their residence stating that the applicant is of good character and a resident of the Com-
monwealth. The applicant shall also submit proof that he has served as an apprentice for five years,
including three years as a limited branch pilot. If the Board finds the applicant qualified to act as a
branch pilot it shall issue him a license, and he shall thereupon become a state officer, to be known as
a branch pilot and shall hold office as such for one year next ensuing. Before he may perform any of
the duties of his office he shall give bond before the clerk of the circuit court of the county or city in
which he resides in the penalty of $500, conditioned for the faithful performance of his duties and he
shall take the oath of office required by § 49-1.

Branch pilots may conduct and pilot any vessel.

Code 1950, §§ 54-536, 54-555; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-906. Expiration and renewal of licenses.
All licenses issued by the Board shall expire on December 31 of the year in which issued. Every pilot
who holds a license as a branch pilot shall appear before the Board every twelve months, and, if the
Board deems him qualified, it shall renew his license, which shall continue his term of office for one
year following each renewal. Upon each renewal he shall appear before the clerk before whom he ori-
ginally qualified, and renew his oath of office, but the bond given by him shall remain in force.

Code 1950, §§ 54-537, 54-538; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-907. Fee for original license and license renewal.
Upon the application for license as a branch pilot and each renewal thereof, the applicant for license
or license renewal shall pay a fee established by the Board pursuant to § 54.1-113.

Code 1950, §§ 54-539, 54-540; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 72.

§ 54.1-908. State and local licenses prohibited.
No state, city, town or county licenses shall be assessed against any branch pilot.

Code 1950, § 54-541; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-909. License as limited branch pilot.
Any apprentice may apply to the Board for a license as a limited branch pilot. The Board may grant
him a license after proper examination if in the opinion of the Board the applicant is qualified. The
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Board may endorse on the license such limitations as it deems proper, and a limited branch pilot shall
perform his duties of piloting and conducting vessels within the limitations imposed by his license.

Code 1950, §§ 54-542, 54-543, 54-556; 1988, c. 765; 2007, cc. 326, 559.

Article 3 - DUTIES AND LIABILITIES OF MASTER, ETC

§ 54.1-910. What vessels to take pilots and where.
The master of every vessel, other than vessels exclusively engaged in the coastwise trade and those
made exempt by United States statutes, inward bound from sea to any port in Virginia or any inter-
mediate or other point in Hampton Roads, the Virginia waters of Chesapeake Bay, or in any navigable
river in Virginia which flows into Chesapeake Bay or Hampton Roads, shall take the first Virginia pilot
that offers his services. Any such vessel outward bound, or bound from one port or point in Virginia to
another port or point, shall take the first Virginia pilot that offers his services at the port, point, or place
of departure or sailing. Any master refusing to do so shall immediately pay to such pilot full pilotage
from the point where the services are offered to the point of destination of the vessel.

Code 1950, § 54-544; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-911. Notice to pilot officers.
The master, agent or consignee of any vessel requiring a pilot shall give at least two hours' notice of
the need for a pilot to the pilot officers.

Code 1950, § 54-547; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-912. Employing unlicensed pilots.
No master shall employ any person who is not licensed as a pilot to act as a pilot of his vessel.

Code 1950, § 54-548; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-913. Concealing name of vessel.
The master of a vessel shall not conceal or obscure or refuse to disclose the name of his vessel when
spoken to by a pilot.

Code 1950, § 54-549; 1988, c. 765.

Article 4 - DUTIES, RIGHTS AND POWERS OF PILOTS

§ 54.1-914. Keeping pilot boat.
Every pilot, or the company to which he belongs, shall keep one sufficient boat of at least thirty feet
keel.

Code 1950, § 54-550; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-915. Pilot first meeting vessel at sea to have preference.
The first pilot who meets a vessel coming in, which his branch entitles him to conduct, shall have the
right to take charge of and conduct her into port.

Code 1950, § 54-554; 1988, c. 765.
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§ 54.1-916. Discretion of pilot piloting vessel.
Any pilot piloting a vessel shall have full discretion as to when the vessel shall be piloted to or from
sea, or to or from any port or place within the Commonwealth or situated within any of the waters
referred to in § 54.1-910. The pilot's discretion shall be exercised in a reasonable way, with a view to
the vessel's safety as well as with a view to the safety of the Commonwealth's waters and ports.

Code 1950, § 54-558; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-917. Enforcement of suspension.
If any individual whose pilot's license has been suspended is found on board any vessel as a pilot, or
offers to conduct any vessel, he may be dismissed from the vessel by any licensed pilot, to whom all
the pilotage shall be paid. The Board may proceed against the individual under the provisions of §
54.1-924 as if the individual had never been licensed. An individual whose pilot's license has been
suspended may also be proceeded against under § 54.1-111.

Code 1950, § 54-561; 1988, c. 765.

Article 5 - FEES AND CHARGES

§ 54.1-918. State Corporation Commission to prescribe and enforce rates of pilotage and other
charges.
The State Corporation Commission shall prescribe and enforce the rates of pilotage and other
charges to be observed in the business of pilotage, but before the Commission fixes or prescribes
rates or charges it shall give ten days' notice of the time and place of a hearing by publication in a
newspaper of general circulation in each of the Cities of Norfolk, Portsmouth and Newport News. For
the purpose of determining the fair basis of such rates and charges, the Commission shall, for the two
years next preceding, have access to the books and records of the individual pilots who have no
organized association, and of any association of pilots who have an organized association whose
rates are to be fixed by the Commission, and shall have the same powers given by law in fixing rates
and charges of transportation companies.

The Commission shall fix amounts that will be a fair charge for the service rendered. The Commission
shall have due regard for necessary operating expenses, maintenance of, depreciation on, and return
on investment in properties used and useful in the business of pilotage, and the rates and charges of
pilotage at comparable and competing ports of the United States.

When such rates and charges have been fixed and prescribed by the Commission, they shall be the
legal rates and charges of pilotage in Virginia, and shall be enforced as provided by law, and the Com-
mission shall have the power to change or alter rates or charges after notice and hearing as provided
in this section.

Code 1950, § 54-562; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 10.

§ 54.1-919. Appeal from action of Commission.
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From any action of the State Corporation Commission under § 54.1-918, an appeal may be taken by
the individual pilots, company or association affected, or by any other person, firm or corporation
aggrieved by such action, in the manner prescribed in Article IX, Section 4 of the Constitution of Vir-
ginia.

Code 1950, § 54-563; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 37; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-920. Detention on seagoing vessel.
If a pilot is detained on board any seagoing vessel he shall be paid by the master, owner, or con-
signee of the vessel the rate prescribed by the State Corporation Commission for a day's detention for
each day detained. If any pilot is carried beyond the limits of the Commonwealth against his will, he
shall be entitled to recover $300 from the master or owner of the vessel upon which he has been car-
ried away.

Code 1950, § 54-564; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-921. Quarantine detention.
If any pilot is permitted to go on board a vessel without being informed of a contagious or infectious dis-
ease on board, and is obligated to remain on board, or perform quarantine in consequence thereof he
shall be paid for each day's detention in accordance with the rate prescribed for a day's detention by
the State Corporation Commission.

Code 1950, § 54-565; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-922. Liability for pilotage and other allowances.
The master and the owner of every vessel shall each be liable to the pilot for his pilotage and other
allowances, and also the consignee or supercargo of any vessel not owned by a resident of the Com-
monwealth. If the consignee or supercargo refuses to become responsible to the pilot for his fees, the
master or owner of the vessel shall, before she leaves her port of departure, deposit with some
responsible person, subject to the order of the pilot, the amount of the pilotage due him.

Code 1950, § 54-566; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-923. When pilot to produce branch.
Every pilot shall, if required, produce his branch at the time of demanding his fees, before he shall be
entitled to receive the same.

Code 1950, § 54-569; 1988, c. 765.

Article 6 - OFFENSES AND PENALTIES GENERALLY

§ 54.1-924. Piloting, etc., vessel without license; how offenders proceeded against.
No person shall conduct or pilot a vessel to or from sea, or to or from any port or place in Virginia
unless he is licensed under this chapter.

Warrants for persons violating this section may be issued by any magistrate, upon the oath of any
party complaining, and shall be returnable to the Circuit Court of the City of Norfolk. After a bond
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hearing held pursuant to Chapter 9 (§ 19.2-119 et seq.) of Title 19.2, the bond shall be returned by the
judicial officer to the circuit court of the City of Norfolk, which shall have jurisdiction for trial of such mis-
demeanor.

Code 1950, § 54-571; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-925. Exception as to vessels in distress.
Section 54.1-924 shall not prevent any person from assisting a vessel in distress.

Code 1950, § 54-572; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-926. Pilot receiving unlawful fees.
No pilot shall demand or receive other than the lawful fee for any service. Any pilot who violates this
section may be suspended by the Board for up to six months.

Code 1950, § 54-573; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-927. Violation of chapter a misdemeanor.
Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor.

1988, c. 765.

Chapter 10 - COMMERCIAL DRIVER TRAINING SCHOOLS [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-1000 through 54.1-1003. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1990, c. 466.

Chapter 11 - CONTRACTORS

Article 1 - Regulation of Contractors

§ 54.1-1100. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board for Contractors.

"Class A contractors" perform or manage construction, removal, repair, or improvements when (i) the
total value referred to in a single contract or project is $120,000 or more, or (ii) the total value of all
such construction, removal, repair, or improvements undertaken by such person within any 12-month
period is $750,000 or more.

"Class B contractors" perform or manage construction, removal, repair, or improvements when (i) the
total value referred to in a single contract or project is $10,000 or more, but less than $120,000, or (ii)
the total value of all such construction, removal, repair or improvements undertaken by such person
within any 12-month period is $150,000 or more, but less than $750,000.

"Class C contractors" perform or manage construction, removal, repair, or improvements when (i) the
total value referred to in a single contract or project is over $1,000 but less than $10,000, or (ii) the
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total value of all such construction, removal, repair, or improvements undertaken by such person
within any 12-month period is less than $150,000. The Board shall require a master tradesmen
license as a condition of licensure for electrical, plumbing and heating, ventilation and air conditioning
contractors.

"Contractor" means any person, that for a fixed price, commission, fee, or percentage undertakes to
bid upon, or accepts, or offers to accept, orders or contracts for performing, managing, or super-
intending in whole or in part, the construction, removal, repair or improvement of any building or struc-
ture permanently annexed to real property owned, controlled, or leased by him or another person or
any other improvements to such real property. For purposes of this chapter, "improvement" shall
include (i) remediation, cleanup, or containment of premises to remove contaminants or (ii) site work
necessary to make certain real property usable for human occupancy according to the guidelines
established pursuant to § 32.1-11.7.

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Designated employee" means the contractor's full-time employee, or a member of the contractor's
responsible management, who is at least 18 years of age and who has successfully completed the
oral or written examination required by the Board on behalf of the contractor.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Fire sprinkler contractor" means a contractor that provides for the installation, repair, alteration, addi-
tion, testing, maintenance, inspection, improvement, or removal of sprinkler systems using water as a
means of fire suppression when annexed to real property. "Fire sprinkler contracting" does not include
the installation, repair, or maintenance of other types of fire suppression systems.

"Owner-developer" means any person who, for a third party purchaser, orders or supervises the con-
struction, removal, repair, or improvement of any building or structure permanently annexed to real
property owned, controlled, or leased by the owner-developer, or any other improvement to such prop-
erty and who contracts with a person licensed in accordance with this chapter for the work undertaken.

"Person" means any individual, firm, corporation, association, partnership, joint venture, or other legal
entity.

"Value" means fair market value. When improvements are performed or supervised by a contractor,
the contract price shall be prima facie evidence of value.

Code 1950, § 54-113; 1954, c. 428; 1970, c. 319; 1972, c. 771; 1977, c. 640; 1978, c. 521; 1980, c.
634; 1984, c. 434; 1987, c. 358; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 911; 1992, cc. 330, 713, 715, 812; 1993, cc.
499, 815; 1994, cc. 601, 754; 1995, c. 581; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 754; 2005, c. 348; 2010, c. 62; 2016,
c. 527; 2019, c. 726.

§ 54.1-1101. Exemptions; failure to obtain certificate of occupancy; penalties.
A. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:

1. Any governmental agency performing work with its own forces;
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2. Work bid upon or undertaken for the armed services of the United States under the Armed Services
Procurement Act;

3. Work bid upon or undertaken for the United States government on land under the exclusive jur-
isdiction of the federal government either by statute or deed of cession;

4. Work bid upon or undertaken for the Department of Transportation on the construction, recon-
struction, repair, or improvement of any highway or bridge;

5. Any other persons who may be specifically excluded by other laws but only to such an extent as
such laws provide;

6. Any material supplier who renders advice concerning use of products sold and who does not
provide construction or installation services;

7. Any person who performs or supervises the construction, removal, repair, or improvement of no
more than one primary residence owned by him and for his own use during any 24-month period;

8. Any person who performs or supervises the construction, removal, repair, or improvement of a
house upon his own real property as a bona fide gift to a member of his immediate family provided
such member lives in the house. For purposes of this section, "immediate family" includes one's
mother, father, son, daughter, brother, sister, grandchild, grandparent, mother-in-law, and father-in-law;

9. Any person who performs or supervises the repair or improvement of industrial or manufacturing
facilities, or a commercial or retail building, for his own use;

10. Any person who performs or supervises the repair or improvement of residential dwelling units
owned by him that are subject to the Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act (§ 55.1-1200 et
seq.);

11. Any owner-developer, provided that any third-party purchaser is made a third-party beneficiary to
the contract between the owner-developer and a licensed contractor whereby the contractor's oblig-
ation to perform the contract extends to both the owner-developer and the third party;

12. Work undertaken by students as part of a career and technical education project as defined in §
22.1-228 established by any school board in accordance with Article 5 (§ 22.1-228 et seq.) of Chapter
13 of Title 22.1 for the construction of portable classrooms or single family homes;

13. Any person who performs the removal of building detritus or provides janitorial, cleaning, or san-
itizing services incidental to the construction, removal, repair, or improvement of real property;

14. Any person who is performing work directly under the supervision of a licensed contractor and is
(i) a student in good standing and enrolled in a public or private institution of higher education, (ii) a
student enrolled in a career training or technical education program, or (iii) an apprentice as defined in
§ 2.2-2043; and

15. Work undertaken by a person providing construction, remodeling, repair, improvement, removal, or
demolition valued at $25,000 or less per project on behalf of a properly licensed contractor, provided



that such contractor holds a valid license in the (i) residential building, (ii) commercial building, or (iii)
home improvement building contractor classification. However, any construction services that require
an individual license or certification shall be rendered only by an individual licensed or certified in
accordance with this chapter.

All other contractors performing work for any government or for any governmental agency are subject
to the provisions of this chapter and are required to be licensed as provided herein.

B. Any person who is exempt from the provisions of this chapter as a result of subdivision A 7, 10, 11,
or 12 shall obtain a certificate of occupancy for any building constructed, repaired or improved by him
prior to conveying such property to a third-party purchaser, unless such purchaser has acknowledged
in writing that no certificate of occupancy has been issued and that such purchaser consents to
acquire the property without a certificate of occupancy.

C. Any person who is exempt from the provisions of this chapter as a result of subdivision 7, 8, 9, 10,
11, 12, or 14 of subsection A shall comply with the provisions of the Uniform Statewide Building Code
(§ 36-97 et seq.).

D. Any person who violates the provisions of subsection B or C shall be guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor. The third or any subsequent conviction of violating subsection B or C during a 36-month
period shall constitute a Class 6 felony.

Code 1950, § 54-141; 1970, c. 319; 1980, c. 634; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 911; 1998, c. 754; 2003, c.
1025; 2004, c. 189; 2005, c. 348; 2007, c. 332; 2016, c. 527; 2017, cc. 132, 135; 2018, c. 767; 2022, c.
149; 2023, cc. 624, 625.

§ 54.1-1102. Board for Contractors membership; offices; meetings; seal; record.
A. The Board for Contractors shall be composed of 16 members as follows: one member shall be a
licensed Class A general contractor; the larger part of the business of one member shall be the con-
struction of utilities; the larger part of the business of one member shall be the construction of com-
mercial and industrial buildings; the larger part of the business of one member shall be the
construction of single-family residences; the larger part of the business of one member shall be the
construction of home improvements; one member shall be a subcontractor as generally regarded in
the construction industry; one member shall be in the business of sales of construction materials and
supplies; one member shall be a local building official; one member shall be a licensed plumbing con-
tractor; one member shall be a licensed electrical contractor; one member shall be a licensed heating,
ventilation and air conditioning contractor; one member shall be a certified elevator mechanic or a
licensed elevator contractor; one member shall be a certified water well systems provider; one mem-
ber shall be a professional engineer licensed in accordance with Chapter 4 (§ 54.1-400 et seq.); and
two members shall be nonlegislative citizen members. The terms of the Board members shall be four
years.
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The Board shall meet at least once each year and at such other times as may be deemed necessary.
Annually, the Board shall elect from its membership a chairman and a vice-chairman to serve for a
one-year term. Nine members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.

B. The Board shall promulgate regulations not inconsistent with statute necessary for the licensure of
contractors and tradesmen and the certification of backflow prevention device workers, and for the reli-
censure of contractors and tradesmen and for the recertification of backflow prevention device work-
ers, after license or certificate suspension or revocation. The Board shall include in its regulations a
requirement that as a condition for initial licensure as a contractor, the designated employee or a mem-
ber of the responsible management personnel of the contractor shall have successfully completed a
Board-approved basic business course, which shall not exceed eight hours of classroom instruction.
In addition, the Board shall (i) require a contractor to appropriately classify all workers as employees
or independent contractors, as provided by law and (ii) provide that any contractor who is found to
have intentionally misclassified any worker is subject to sanction by the Board.

C. The Board may adopt regulations requiring all Class A, B, and C residential contractors, excluding
subcontractors to the contracting parties and those who engage in routine maintenance or service con-
tracts, to use legible written contracts including the following terms and conditions:

1. General description of the work to be performed;

2. Fixed price or an estimate of the total cost of the work, the amounts and schedule of progress pay-
ments, a listing of specific materials requested by the consumer and the amount of down payment;

3. Estimates of time of commencement and completion of the work; and

4. Contractor's name, address, office telephone number and license or certification number and class.

In transactions involving door-to-door solicitations, the Board may require that a statement of pro-
tections be provided by the contractor to the homeowner, consumer or buyer, as the case may be.

D. The Board shall adopt a seal with the words "Board for Contractors, Commonwealth of Virginia."
The Director shall have charge, care and custody of the seal.

E. The Director shall maintain a record of the proceedings of the Board.

Code 1950, §§ 54-114, 54-115, 54-119, 54-120, 54-121, 54-123, 54-124; 1954, c. 415; 1970, c. 319;
1977, c. 640; 1979, c. 408; 1980, c. 634; 1981, c. 447; 1988, cc. 42, 765; 1991, c. 659; 1994, c. 895;
1995, c. 771; 1996, cc. 380, 934, 1006; 1997, c. 885; 2006, cc. 454, 475; 2009, cc. 184, 586; 2010, c.
83; 2012, c. 522; 2017, c. 579; 2020, c. 685.

§ 54.1-1103. Necessity for license; requirements for water well drillers and landscape irrigation con-
tractors; exemption.
A. No person shall engage in, or offer to engage in, contracting work in the Commonwealth unless he
has been licensed under the provisions of this chapter. The Board may waive any provision of this
chapter for Habitat for Humanity, its local affiliates or subsidiaries, and any other nonprofit
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organization exempt from taxation under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C. § 501(c)
(3)) for the purpose of constructing or rehabilitating single-family dwellings that will be given to or sold
below the appraised value to low-income persons. Prior to a joint venture engaging in, or offering to
engage in, contracting work in the Commonwealth, (i) each contracting party of the joint venture shall
be licensed under the provisions of this chapter or (ii) a license shall be obtained in the name of the
joint venture under the provisions of this chapter.

B. Except as provided in § 54.1-1117, the issuance of a license under the provisions of this chapter
shall not entitle the holder to engage in any activity for which a special license is required by law.

C. When the contracting work is for the purpose of landscape irrigation or the construction of a water
well as defined in § 32.1-176.3, the contractor shall be licensed, regardless of the contract amount, as
follows:

1. A Class C license is required when the total value referred to in a single contract or project is no
more than $10,000, or the total value of all such water well or landscape irrigation contracts under-
taken within any 12-month period is no more than $150,000;

2. A Class B license is required when the total value referred to in a single contract is $10,000 or
more, but less than $120,000, or the total value of all such water well or landscape irrigation contracts
undertaken within any 12-month period is $150,000 or more, but less than $750,000; and

3. A Class A license is required when the total value referred to in a single contract or project is
$120,000 or more, or when the total value of all such water well or landscape irrigation contracts
undertaken within any 12-month period is $750,000 or more.

D. Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, an architect or professional engineer who is
licensed pursuant to Chapter 4 (§ 54.1-400 et seq.) shall not be required to be licensed or certified to
engage in, or offer to engage in, contracting work or operate as an owner-developer in the Com-
monwealth in accordance with this chapter when bidding upon or negotiating design-build contracts
or performing services other than construction services under a design-build contract. However, the
construction services offered or rendered in connection with such contracts shall only be rendered by
a contractor licensed or certified in accordance with this chapter.

E. Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, any person licensed under the provisions of
Article 4 (§ 9.1-138 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 9.1 as a private security services business shall not
be required to be licensed or certified to engage in, or offer to engage in, contracting work in the Com-
monwealth in accordance with this chapter when bidding upon or performing services to install, ser-
vice, maintain, design or consult in the design of any electronic security equipment as defined in § 9.1-
138 including but not limited to, low voltage cabling, network cabling and computer or systems integ-
ration.

F. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, persons bidding upon or performing services
to design or undertake public works of art commissioned by the Commonwealth; a political
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subdivision of the Commonwealth, including any county, city, or town; or a nonprofit corporation
exempt from taxation under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code shall not be required to be
licensed or certified in accordance with this chapter. However, the installation of the artwork and
related construction services offered or rendered in connection with such commission shall only be
rendered by a contractor licensed or certified in accordance with this chapter.

Code 1950, § 54-128; 1972, c. 16; 1980, c. 634; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 911; 1992, c. 713; 1994, cc.
601, 754; 1995, cc. 581, 771; 1997, c. 885; 1998, cc. 271, 754; 1999, cc. 959, 977, 991; 2002, c. 653;
2004, c. 190; 2005, c. 348; 2010, c. 62; 2012, c. 308; 2013, c. 298.

§ 54.1-1104. Register of applicants.
The Director shall keep a register of all applicants showing their date of application, name, qual-
ifications, place of business, place of residence, and whether such application was approved or
refused. The books and register of the Board shall be prima facie evidence of all matters recorded
therein.

Code 1950, § 54-125; 1977, c. 640; 1980, c. 634; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-1105. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1991, c. 151.

§ 54.1-1106. Application for Class A license; fees; examination; issuance.
A. Any person desiring to be licensed as a Class A contractor shall file with the Department a written
application on a form prescribed by the Board. The application shall be accompanied by a fee set by
the Board pursuant to § 54.1-201. The application shall contain the name, place of employment, and
business address of the proposed designated employee, and information on the knowledge, skills,
abilities, and financial position of the applicant. The Board shall determine whether the past per-
formance record of the applicant, including his reputation for paying material bills and carrying out
other contractual obligations, satisfies the purposes and intent of this chapter. The Board shall also
determine whether the applicant has complied with the laws of the Commonwealth pertaining to the
domestication of foreign corporations and all other laws affecting those engaged in the practice of con-
tracting as set forth in this chapter.

B. As proof of financial responsibility, the applicant shall demonstrate compliance with the minimum
net worth requirement fixed by the Board in regulation by providing either:

1. A financial statement on a form prescribed by the Board, subject to additional verification if the
Board determines that sufficient questions or ambiguities exist in the applicant's presentation of fin-
ancial information; or

2. A balance sheet reviewed by a certified public accountant licensed in accordance with § 54.1-
4409.1.

C. In lieu of compliance with subsection B, an applicant may demonstrate financial responsibility by
electing to obtain and maintain a bond in the amount of $50,000. Proof of current bond shall come

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?941+ful+CHAP0601
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?941+ful+CHAP0754
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0581
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0771
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0885
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0271
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0754
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0959
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0977
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0991
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0653
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0190
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0348
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0062
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0308
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?131+ful+CHAP0298


from a corporate surety licensed to do business in the Commonwealth and approved by the Attorney
General and shall be filed with the Department.

D. In addition, if the applicant is a sole proprietor, he shall furnish to the Board his name and address.
If the applicant is a member of a partnership, he shall furnish to the Board the names and addresses of
all of the general partners of the partnership. If the applicant is a member of an association, he shall fur-
nish to the Board the names and addresses of all of the members of the association. If the applicant is
a corporation, it shall furnish to the Board the names and addresses of all officers of the corporation. If
the applicant is a joint venture, it shall furnish to the Board the names and addresses of (i) each mem-
ber of the joint venture and (ii) any sole proprietor, general partner of any partnership, member of any
association, or officer of any corporation who is a member of the joint venture. The applicant shall
thereafter keep the Board advised of any changes in the above information.

E. If the application is satisfactory to the Board, the proposed designated employee shall be required
by Board regulations to take an oral or written examination to determine his general knowledge of con-
tracting, including the statutory and regulatory requirements governing contractors in the Com-
monwealth. If the proposed designated employee successfully completes the examination and the
applicant meets or exceeds the other entry criteria established by Board regulations, a Class A con-
tractor license shall be issued to the applicant. The license shall permit the applicant to engage in con-
tracting only so long as the designated employee is in the full-time employment of the contractor or is
a member of the contractor's responsible management. No examination shall be required where the
licensed Class A contractor changes his form of business entity provided he is in good standing with
the Board. In the event the designated employee leaves the full-time employ of the licensed contractor
or is no longer a member of the contractor's responsible management, no additional examination shall
be required of such designated employee, except in accordance with § 54.1-1110.1, and the con-
tractor shall within 90 days of that departure provide to the Board the name of the new designated
employee.

F. The Board may grant a Class A license in any of the following classifications: (i) residential building
contractor, (ii) commercial building contractor, (iii) highway/heavy contractor, (iv) electrical contractor,
(v) plumbing contractor, (vi) heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor, (vii) fire sprinkler con-
tractor, and (viii) specialty contractor.

1980, c. 634, § 54-129.1; 1984, c. 45; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 911; 1992, c. 713; 1994, c. 601; 1996, c.
707; 1998, c. 754; 1999, c. 393; 2003, c. 892; 2005, c. 348; 2007, c. 804; 2013, c. 116; 2017, c. 572;
2019, c. 726.

§ 54.1-1106.1. Violations of certain State Board of Health regulations; penalty.
The Board for Contractors shall consider violations of regulations of the State Board of Health relating
to water wells as violations of this chapter, punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 or suspension
or revocation of license. No contractor shall be subject to the monetary penalties provided by this sec-
tion if he has been assessed a civil penalty for such violation pursuant to § 32.1-27.

1989, c. 241; 1990, c. 911.
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§ 54.1-1106.2. Additional monetary penalty for certain violations.
A. If the Board finds any person licensed under the provisions of this chapter to be in violation of a stat-
ute or regulation involving fraudulent or improper or dishonest conduct as defined in § 54.1-1118,
which violation occurred while engaged in a transaction initiated arising from a declared state of emer-
gency as defined in § 44-146.16, the Board shall impose a monetary penalty of up to $10,000 for each
such violation.

B. The penalty imposed pursuant to this section shall be in addition to that provided in § 54.1-202.

2014, c. 508.

§§ 54.1-1107, 54.1-1107.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1990, c. 911, effective January 1, 1991.

§ 54.1-1108. Application for Class B license; fees; examination; issuance.
A. Any person desiring to be licensed as a Class B contractor shall file with the Department a written
application on a form prescribed by the Board. The application shall be accompanied by a fee set by
the Board pursuant to § 54.1-201. The application shall contain the name, place of employment, and
business address of the proposed designated employee; information on the knowledge, skills, abil-
ities, and financial position of the applicant; and evidence of holding a current local license pursuant
to local ordinances adopted pursuant to § 54.1-1117. The Board shall determine whether the past per-
formance record of the applicant, including his reputation for paying material bills and carrying out
other contractual obligations, satisfies the purpose and intent of this chapter. The Board shall also
determine whether the applicant has complied with the laws of the Commonwealth pertaining to the
domestication of foreign corporations and all other laws affecting those engaged in the practice of con-
tracting as set forth in this chapter.

B. As proof of financial responsibility, the applicant shall demonstrate compliance with the minimum
net worth requirement fixed by the Board in regulation by providing either:

1. A financial statement on a form prescribed by the Board, subject to additional verification if the
Board determines that sufficient questions or ambiguities exist in the applicant's presentation of fin-
ancial information; or

2. A balance sheet reviewed by a certified public accountant licensed in accordance with § 54.1-
4409.1.

C. In lieu of compliance with subsection B, an applicant may demonstrate financial responsibility by
electing to obtain and maintain a bond in the amount of $50,000. Proof of current bond shall come
from a corporate surety licensed to do business in the Commonwealth and approved by the Attorney
General and shall be filed with the Department.

D. In addition, if the applicant is a sole proprietor, he shall furnish to the Board his name and address.
If the applicant is a member of a partnership, he shall furnish to the Board the names and addresses of
all of the general partners of that partnership. If the applicant is a member of an association, he shall
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furnish to the Board the names and addresses of all of the members of the association. If the applicant
is a corporation, it shall furnish to the Board the name and address of all officers of the corporation. If
the applicant is a joint venture, it shall furnish to the Board the names and addresses of (i) each mem-
ber of the joint venture and (ii) any sole proprietor, general partner of any partnership, member of any
association, or officer of any corporation who is a member of the joint venture. The applicant shall
thereafter keep the Board advised of any changes in the above information.

E. If the application is satisfactory to the Board, the proposed designated employee shall be required
by Board regulations to take an oral or written examination to determine his general knowledge of con-
tracting, including the statutory and regulatory requirements governing contractors in the Com-
monwealth. If the proposed designated employee successfully completes the examination and the
applicant meets or exceeds the other entry criteria established by Board regulations, a Class B con-
tractor license shall be issued to the applicant. The license shall permit the applicant to engage in con-
tracting only so long as the designated employee is in the full-time employment of the contractor and
only in the counties, cities, and towns where such person has complied with all local licensing require-
ments and for the type of work to be performed. No examination shall be required where the licensed
Class B contractor changes his form of business entity provided he is in good standing with the Board.
In the event the designated employee leaves the full-time employ of the licensed contractor, no addi-
tional examination shall be required of such designated employee, except in accordance with § 54.1-
1110.1, and the contractor shall within 90 days of that departure provide to the Board the name of the
new designated employee.

F. The Board may grant a Class B license in any of the following classifications: (i) residential building
contractor, (ii) commercial building contractor, (iii) highway/heavy contractor, (iv) electrical contractor,
(v) plumbing contractor, (vi) HVAC contractor, (vii) fire sprinkler contractor, and (viii) specialty con-
tractor.

1980, c. 634, § 54-129.3; 1987, c. 110; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 911; 1994, c. 601; 1996, c. 707; 2003, c.
892; 2013, c. 116; 2017, c. 572; 2019, c. 726.

§ 54.1-1108.1. Waiver of examination; designated employee; Board regulations.
A. Any Class A contractor licensed in the Commonwealth of Virginia prior to January 1, 1991, and in
business on December 31, 1990, shall provide to the Board in writing the name of one full-time
employee or member of the contractor's responsible management who is at least 18 years of age and
that employee shall be deemed to have fulfilled the requirement for examination in § 54.1-1106, so
long as he remains a full-time employee of the contractor or remains a member of the contractor's
responsible management. The designated employee shall not be required to take an examination if
the Class A contractor changes his form of business entity and is in good standing with the Board.
Upon his leaving the employ of the contractor or his leaving as a member of the contractor's respons-
ible management, the contractor shall name another full-time employee or member of the contractor's
responsible management in accordance with § 54.1-1106.
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Any Class B contractor registered in the Commonwealth prior to January 1, 1991, and in business on
December 31, 1990, shall, within its current period of registration, provide on a form prescribed by the
Board satisfactory information on the financial position, and knowledge, skills and abilities of the
registered firm; and the name of a full-time employee who is at least 18 years of age and that
employee shall be deemed to have fulfilled the requirement for examination in § 54.1-1108, so long as
he remains a full-time employee of the contractor. The designated employee shall not be required to
take an examination if the Class B contractor changes his form of business entity and is in good stand-
ing with the Board. If such employee leaves the employ of the contractor, the contractor shall name
another full-time employee in accordance with § 54.1-1108.

B. 1. The Board is directed to revise Board regulations to allow multiple individuals from a single firm
to sit for the business examination required to be confirmed as the firm's designated employee. The
Board shall also review current regulations and procedures pertaining to the time allowed for a
change of the designated employee to determine if the current time for replacement is sufficient and
practicable.

2. As used in this subsection, "firm" means any business entity recognized under the laws of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.

1990, c. 911; 1996, c. 707; 2003, c. 892; 2005, c. 348; 2019, c. 503.

§ 54.1-1108.2. Application for Class C license; fees; issuance.
A. Any person desiring to be licensed as a Class C contractor shall file with the Department a written
application on a form prescribed by the Board. The application shall be accompanied by a fee set by
the Board pursuant to § 54.1-201. The application shall contain information concerning the name, loc-
ation, nature, and operation of the business, and information demonstrating that the applicant pos-
sesses the character and minimum skills to properly engage in the occupation of contracting.

B. The Board may grant a Class C license in any of the following classifications: (i) residential build-
ing contractor, (ii) commercial building contractor, (iii) highway/heavy contractor, (iv) electrical con-
tractor, (v) plumbing contractor, (vi) heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor, (vii) fire
sprinkler contractor, and (viii) specialty contractor.

1995, c. 771; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 754; 2003, c. 892; 2013, c. 116; 2019, c. 726.

§ 54.1-1109. Expiration and renewal of license or certificate.
A. A license or certificate issued pursuant to this chapter shall expire as provided in Board regulations.
Application for renewal of a license or certificate may be made as provided by Board regulations. The
application shall be accompanied by a fee set by the Board pursuant to § 54.1-201.

B. With respect to a contractor electing continuous bonding under § 54.1-1106 or 54.1-1108, proof of
current bond is required in order to renew the license or certificate. The bond shall commence no later
than the effective date of the license and shall expire no sooner than the date of expiration of the
license or certificate.
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Code 1950, § 54-131; 1970, c. 319; 1977, c. 640; 1980, c. 634; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 911; 1995, c.
771; 1996, c. 1014; 2017, c. 572.

§ 54.1-1110. Grounds for denial or revocation of license or certificate.
The Board shall have the power to require remedial education, suspend, revoke, or deny renewal of
the license or certificate of any contractor who is found to be in violation of the statutes or regulations
governing the practice of licensed or certified contractors in the Commonwealth.

The Board may suspend, revoke, or deny renewal of an existing license or certificate, or refuse to
issue a license or certificate, to any contractor who is shown to have a substantial identity of interest
with a contractor whose license or certificate has been revoked or not renewed by the Board. A sub-
stantial identity of interest includes but is not limited to (i) a controlling financial interest by the indi-
vidual or corporate principals of the contractor whose license or certificate has been revoked or
nonrenewed, (ii) substantially identical principals or officers, or (iii) the same designated employee as
the contractor whose license or certificate has been revoked or not renewed by the Board.

Additionally, the Board may suspend, revoke or deny renewal of an existing license or certificate, or
refuse to issue a license or certificate to any contractor who violates the provisions of Chapter 5 (§
60.2-500 et seq.) of Title 60.2 and Chapter 8 (§ 65.2-800 et seq.) of Title 65.2.

Any person whose license is suspended or revoked by the Board shall not be eligible for a license or
certificate under any circumstances or under any name, except as provided by regulations of the
Board pursuant to § 54.1-1102.

1980, c. 634, § 54-132.1; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 911; 1992, c. 243; 1995, c. 771; 1996, c. 380.

§ 54.1-1110.1. Re-examination of designated employee.
The Board shall have the power to require remedial education or may require a designated employee
to retake the examination required by this chapter, in any case where the conduct of the designated
employee, while in the employ of a licensed Class A or Class B contractor, has resulted in any dis-
ciplinary action by the Board against such contractor.

1996, c. 707.

§ 54.1-1111. Prerequisites to obtaining business license; building, etc., permit.
A. Any person applying to the building official or any other authority of a county, city, or town in this
Commonwealth, charged with the duty of issuing building or other permits for the construction of any
building, highway, sewer, or structure, or any removal, grading or improvement shall furnish prior to
the issuance of the permit, either (i) satisfactory proof to such official or authority that he is duly
licensed or certified under the terms of this chapter to carry out or superintend the same, or (ii) file a
written statement that he is not subject to licensure or certification as a contractor or subcontractor pur-
suant to this chapter. The applicant shall also furnish satisfactory proof that the taxes or license fees
required by any county, city, or town have been paid so as to be qualified to bid upon or contract for
the work for which the permit has been applied.
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It shall be unlawful for the building official or other authority to issue or allow the issuance of such per-
mits unless the applicant has furnished his license or certificate number issued pursuant to this
chapter or evidence of being exempt from the provisions of this chapter.

The building official, or other such authority, violating the terms of this section shall be guilty of a Class
3 misdemeanor.

B. Any contractor applying for or renewing a business license in any locality in accordance with
Chapter 37 (§ 58.1-3700 et seq.) of Title 58.1 shall furnish prior to the issuance or renewal of such
license either (i) satisfactory proof that he is duly licensed or certified under the terms of this chapter or
(ii) a written statement, supported by an affidavit, that he is not subject to licensure or certification as a
contractor or subcontractor pursuant to this chapter.

No locality shall issue or renew or allow the issuance or renewal of such license unless the contractor
has furnished his license or certificate number issued pursuant to this chapter or evidence of being
exempt from the provisions of this chapter.

Code 1950, § 54-138; 1970, c. 319; 1980, c. 634; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 911; 1991, c. 151; 1992, c.
713; 1995, c. 771; 1998, c. 754; 2010, cc. 82, 755; 2018, cc. 37, 88.

§ 54.1-1112. Invitations to bid and specifications to refer to law.
All architects and engineers preparing plans and specifications for work to be contracted in Virginia
shall include in their invitations to the bidder and in their specifications a reference to this chapter so
as to convey to the invited bidder prior to the consideration of the bid (i) whether such person is a res-
ident or nonresident of the Commonwealth, (ii) whether the proper license or certificate has been
issued to the bidder, and (iii) the information required of the bidder to show evidence of proper licen-
sure or certification under the provisions of this chapter.

Code 1950, § 54-139; 1980, c. 634; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 911; 1995, c. 771.

§ 54.1-1113. Nonresident bidders to appoint statutory agent for service of process.
Before any nonresident person or any foreign corporation bids on any work in this Commonwealth, the
nonresident person or foreign corporation, by written power of attorney, shall appoint the Director as
his agent upon whom all lawful process against or notice to such nonresident person or foreign cor-
poration may be served, and authorize the Director to enter an appearance on his behalf. Upon the fil-
ing of the power of attorney the provisions of §§ 13.1-763 through 13.1-766, with reference to service
of process and notice, and judgments, decrees and orders, shall be applicable as to such nonresident
person or foreign corporation.

Code 1950, § 54-140; 1970, c. 319; 1980, c. 634; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-1114. Filing and hearing of charges.
Any person may file complaints against any contractor licensed or certified pursuant to this chapter.
The Director shall investigate complaints and the Board may take appropriate disciplinary action if war-
ranted. Disciplinary proceedings shall be conducted in accordance with the Administrative Process
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Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). The Board shall immediately notify the Director and the clerk and building offi-
cial of each city, county or town in the Commonwealth of its findings in the case of the revocation of a
license or certificate, or of the reissuance of a revoked license or certificate.

Code 1950, § 54-133; 1970, c. 319; 1975, c. 421; 1977, c. 640; 1980, c. 634; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c.
911; 1995, c. 771.

§ 54.1-1115. Prohibited acts.
A. The following acts are prohibited and shall constitute the commission of a Class 1 misdemeanor:

1. Contracting for, or bidding upon the construction, removal, repair or improvements to or upon real
property owned, controlled or leased by another person without a license or certificate, or without the
proper class of license as defined in § 54.1-1100 for the value of work to be performed.

2. Attempting to practice contracting in the Commonwealth, except as provided for in this chapter.

3. Presenting or attempting to use the license or certificate of another.

4. Giving false or forged evidence of any kind to the Board or any member thereof in an application for
the issuance or renewal of a license or certificate.

5. Impersonating another or using an expired or revoked license or certificate.

6. Receiving or considering as the awarding authority a bid from anyone whom the awarding authority
knows is not properly licensed or certified under this chapter. The awarding authority shall require a
bidder to submit his license or certificate number prior to considering a bid.

B. Any person who undertakes work without (i) any valid Virginia contractor's license or certificate
when a license or certificate is required by this chapter or (ii) the proper class of license as defined in
§ 54.1-1100 for the work undertaken, shall be fined an amount not to exceed $500 per day for each
day that such person is in violation, in addition to the authorized penalties for the commission of a
Class 1 misdemeanor. Any violation of clause (i) of this subsection shall also constitute a prohibited
practice in accordance with § 59.1-200, provided that the violation involves a consumer transaction as
defined in the Virginia Consumer Protection Act (§ 59.1-196 et seq.), and shall be subject to any and
all of the enforcement provisions of the Virginia Consumer Protection Act.

C. A construction contract entered into by a person undertaking work without a valid Virginia con-
tractor's license shall not be enforceable by the unlicensed contractor undertaking the work unless the
unlicensed contractor (i) gives substantial performance within the terms of the contract in good faith
and (ii) did not have actual knowledge that a license or certificate was required by this chapter to per-
form the work for which he seeks to recover payment.

Failure to renew a license or certificate issued in accordance with this chapter shall create a rebut-
table presumption of actual knowledge of such licensing or certification requirements.
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Code 1950, § 54-142; 1956, c. 397; 1970, c. 319; 1980, c. 634; 1985, c. 356; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c.
911; 1994, c. 79; 1995, c. 771; 1998, c. 691; 2000, c. 33; 2003, cc. 429, 430; 2004, c. 131; 2008, c.
294; 2018, cc. 43, 653.

§ 54.1-1115.01. Responsibility for contracting with persons lacking the proper credential.
Any contractor that directly employs or otherwise contracts with a person who is not credentialed by
the Board for work requiring a credential under this chapter shall be solely responsible for any mon-
etary penalty or other sanction resulting from the act of employing or contracting with a person who
lacks the proper credential based upon such person's failure to obtain or maintain the required cre-
dential.

2017, cc. 132, 135.

§ 54.1-1115.1. Evidence of violation of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.
In any proceeding pursuant to § 54.1-1114, the Board shall consider any written documentation of a
violation of the Uniform Statewide Building Code (§ 36-97 et seq.) provided by a local building official
as evidence of a violation of such building code. Such written documentation shall not be prima facie
evidence of a building code violation.

1993, c. 942.

§ 54.1-1116. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 717.

§ 54.1-1117. Licensing of certain contractors by localities; qualifications and procedure; registration
of certain persons engaged in business of home improvement; civil penalty.
A. Except as to contractors currently licensed under the provisions of § 54.1-1106, any locality shall
have the power and authority to adopt ordinances, not inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter,
requiring every person who engages in, or offers to engage in, the business of home improvement or
the business of constructing single-family or multi-family dwellings, in such locality, to obtain a license
from such locality.

B. The locality adopting ordinances pursuant to this section may require every applicant for such
license, other than those currently licensed under the provisions of § 54.1-1106, (i) to furnish evidence
of his ability and proficiency; and (ii) to successfully complete an examination to determine his qual-
ifications. The locality may designate or establish an agent or board and establish the procedures for
an examination according to the standards set forth in this chapter and in the regulations of the Board
for Contractors. Except contractors currently licensed under the provisions of § 54.1-1106, licensure
may be refused to any person found not to be qualified. Persons not currently licensed pursuant to §
54.1-1106 may be required to furnish bond in a reasonable penal sum, with reasonable condition, and
with surety as the governing body deems necessary. The governing body may provide for the pun-
ishment of violations of such ordinances, provided that no such punishment shall exceed that
provided for misdemeanors generally.
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C. A locality may by ordinance establish a civil penalty that may be assessed when a person or busi-
ness falsely represents to a customer or prospective customer that such person or business has a
valid contractor's license issued pursuant to the provisions of § 54.1-1106. Such civil penalty shall not
exceed $2,500.

D. For the purpose of this section the business of home improvement shall mean the contracting for
and/or providing labor and material or labor only for repairs, improvements, and additions to res-
idential buildings or structures accessory thereto where any payment of money or other thing of value
is required.

1958, c. 522, § 54-145.2; 1964, c. 479; 1970, c. 319; 1972, c. 438; 1977, c. 476; 1979, c. 439; 1980, c.
634; 1988, c. 765; 1994, c. 895; 2012, c. 552.

Article 2 - VIRGINIA CONTRACTOR TRANSACTION RECOVERY ACT

§ 54.1-1118. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Act" means the Virginia Contractor Transaction Recovery Act.

"Biennium" means a two-year period beginning on July 1 of an even-numbered year and continuing
through June 30 of the next even-numbered year.

"Claimant" means any person with an unsatisfied judgment involving residential construction against
a regulant, who has filed a verified claim under this Act.

"Fund" means the Virginia Contractor Transaction Recovery Fund.

"Improper or dishonest conduct" includes only the wrongful taking or conversion of money, property or
other things of value which involves fraud, material misrepresentation or conduct constituting gross
negligence, continued incompetence, or intentional violation of the Uniform Statewide Building Code
(§ 36-97 et seq.). The term "improper or dishonest conduct" does not include mere breach of contract.

"Judgment" includes an order of a United States Bankruptcy Court (i) declaring a claim against a reg-
ulant who is in bankruptcy to be a "Debt Nondischargeable in Bankruptcy," (ii) extinguishing a claim
against a regulant who is in bankruptcy and for which claim no distribution was made from the reg-
ulant's bankruptcy estate but excluding any such claim disallowed by order of the bankruptcy court, or
(iii) extinguishing a claim against a regulant who is in bankruptcy and for which claim only partial dis-
tribution was made from the regulant's bankruptcy estate. An order of dismissal shall not be con-
sidered a judgment.

"Regulant" means any individual, person, firm, corporation, association, partnership, joint venture or
any other legal entity licensed by the Board for Contractors. "Regulant" shall not include contractors
holding only the commercial building contractor classification or individuals licensed or certified in
accordance with Article 3 (§ 54.1-1128 et seq.) or Article 4 (§ 54.1-1140 et seq.).
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"Verified claim" means a completed application, on a form designed by the Board, the truthfulness of
which has been attested to by the claimant before a notary public, along with all required supporting
documentation, that has been properly received by the Department in accordance with this chapter.

1980, c. 635, § 54-145.3:1; 1984, c. 270; 1987, c. 555; 1988, cc. 393, 765; 1990, cc. 437, 911; 1994, c.
895; 1995, cc. 771, 784; 1996, cc. 934, 1006; 1997, c. 885; 1999, c. 55; 2013, c. 343; 2015, c. 409.

§ 54.1-1119. Assessments by Director; assignment to Fund; minimum balance; notice; penalties;
costs of administration.
A. Each initial regulant, at the time of application, shall be assessed twenty-five dollars, which shall be
specifically assigned to the Fund. Initial payments may be incorporated in any application fee pay-
ment and transferred to the Fund by the Director within thirty days.

All assessments, except initial assessments, for the Fund shall be deposited within three work days
after their receipt by the Director, in one or more federally insured banks, savings and loan asso-
ciations or savings banks located in the Commonwealth. Funds deposited in banks, savings insti-
tutions or savings banks, to the extent in excess of insurance afforded by the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation or other federal insurance agency, shall be secured under the Virginia Security
for Public Deposits Act (§ 2.2-4400 et seq.). The deposit of these funds in federally insured banks, sav-
ings and loan associations or savings banks located in the Commonwealth shall not be considered
investment of such funds for purposes of this section. Funds maintained by the Director may be inves-
ted in securities that are legal investments for fiduciaries under the provisions of § 64.2-1502.

B. The minimum balance of the Fund shall be $400,000. Whenever the Director determines that the
balance of the Fund is or will be less than this minimum balance, the Director shall immediately inform
the Board, which shall assess each regulant at the time of his license renewal a sum sufficient to bring
the balance of the Fund to an amount of not less than $400,000, when combined with similar assess-
ments of other regulants. No regulant shall be assessed a total amount of more than fifty dollars during
any biennium.

Notice to regulants of these assessments shall be by first-class mail, and payment of such assess-
ments shall be made by first-class mail addressed to the Director within forty-five days after the mail-
ing of the notice to regulants.

C. If any regulant fails to remit the required assessment mailed in accordance with subsection B within
forty-five days of such mailing, the Director shall notify such regulant by first-class mail at the latest
address of record filed with the Board. If no payment has been received by the Director within thirty
days after mailing the second notice, the license of the regulant shall be automatically suspended and
shall be restored only upon the actual receipt by the Director of the delinquent assessment.

Interest earned on the deposits constituting the Fund shall be used for administering the Fund. The
remainder of this interest may be used for the purposes of providing educational programs about the
Uniform Statewide Building Code (§ 36-97 et seq.), for providing education on subjects of benefit to
licensees or members of the public relating to contracting, or shall accrue to the Fund.
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1980, c. 635, § 54-145.3:2; 1984, c. 270; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 1990, cc. 3, 437, 911; 1992, c.
810; 1995, c. 771; 1996, c. 96; 1997, c. 885.

§ 54.1-1120. Recovery from Fund generally.
A. The claimant shall be (i) an individual whose contract with the regulant involved contracting for the
claimant's residence located in the Commonwealth or (ii) a property owners' association as defined in
§ 55.1-1800 whose contract with the regulant involved contracting for improvements to the common
areas owned by the association.

The claimant shall not himself be (a) an employee of such judgment debtor, (b) a vendor of such judg-
ment debtor, (c) another licensee, (d) the spouse or child of such judgment debtor or the employee of
such spouse or child, or (e) a financial or lending institution or any person whose business involves
the construction or development of real property.

B. Whenever any person is awarded a judgment in a court of competent jurisdiction in the Com-
monwealth or has a judgment entered in conformity with an order confirming an arbitration award from
a court of competent jurisdiction in the Commonwealth against any individual or entity that involves
improper or dishonest conduct occurring (i) during a period when such individual or entity was a reg-
ulant and (ii) in connection with a transaction involving contracting, the claimant may file a verified
claim with the Director to obtain a directive ordering payment from the Fund of the amount unpaid
upon the judgment, subject to the following conditions:

1. If an action is instituted against a regulant by any person in a court of competent jurisdiction in the
Commonwealth, such person shall serve a copy of the complaint upon the Board by certified mail or
the equivalent; however, if a person submits a dispute to arbitration against a regulant, such person
shall serve upon the Board a copy of the statement of facts and allegations provided to any assigned
arbitrator, as well as the name, address, and contact information for any such arbitrator.

2. A copy of any pleading or document filed subsequent to the initial service of process in the action
against a regulant shall be provided to the Board. If the dispute is submitted to arbitration, a copy of
any document or exhibit subsequently provided to any assigned arbitrator shall be provided to the
Board. The claimant shall submit such copies to the Board by certified mail, or the equivalent, upon
his receipt of the pleading, document, or exhibit.

3. A verified claim shall be filed with the Director no later than 12 months after the date of entry of the
final judgment from which no further right of appeal exists. In addition to a verified claim, if a claimant
is granted an order confirming an arbitration award, a verified copy of the decision of any assigned
arbitrator, including a statement of reasoning and any findings of fact regarding any improper or dis-
honest conduct by the regulant shall be filed with the Director no later than 12 months after the date of
entry of the judgment entered in conformity with an order from a court of competent jurisdiction in the
Commonwealth confirming an arbitration award from which no further right of appeal exists.

4. Prior to submitting the verified claim, the claimant shall:
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a. Conduct or make a reasonable attempt to conduct debtor's interrogatories to determine whether the
judgment debtor has any assets that may be sold or applied in whole or partial satisfaction of the judg-
ment; and

b. Take all legally available actions for the sale or application of any assets disclosed in the debtor's
interrogatories.

C. If the regulant has filed bankruptcy, the claimant shall file a claim with the proper bankruptcy court.
If no distribution is made, or the distribution ordered fails to satisfy the claim, the claimant may then file
a claim with the Board. The verified claim shall be received by the Board within 12 months of the date
of bankruptcy discharge or dismissal. In the event the judgment is silent as to the conduct of the reg-
ulant, the Board shall determine (i) whether the conduct of the regulant that gave rise to the claim was
improper or dishonest and (ii) what amount, if any, such claimant is entitled to recover from the Fund.

1980, c. 635, § 54-145.3:3; 1984, c. 270; 1987, c. 555; 1988, cc. 393, 765; 1990, cc. 215, 437, 911;
1995, c. 784; 1996, c. 96; 1997, c. 885; 1999, cc. 55, 261; 2013, c. 343; 2015, c. 409; 2023, c. 248.

§ 54.1-1120.1. Recovery on bond.
A. If a contractor who elected continuous bonding under § 54.1-1106 or 54.1-1108 fails to satisfy a
judgment awarded by a court of competent jurisdiction for improper or dishonest conduct, the judg-
ment creditor shall have a claim against the surety bond for such damages. In order to recover the
amount of any unpaid judgment, up to but not exceeding the maximum liability as set forth in § 54.1-
1106 or 54.1-1108, the judgment creditor shall meet the eligibility requirements of subsection A of §
54.1-1120 and bring suit directly on the surety bond no later than 12 months after the judgment
becomes final.

B. The liability of such surety shall be limited to actual monetary loss, court costs, and attorney fees
assessed against the contractor as part of the underlying judgment. The liability of such surety shall
not include any sums representing interest or punitive damages assessed against the contractor.

C. The surety company shall notify the Board when a claim is made against a contractor's bond, when
a claim is paid, and when the bond is cancelled. Such notification shall include the amount of claim
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. Notification of cancellation shall include the effective
date and reason for cancellation. The bond may be cancelled as to future liability by the contractor's
surety upon 30 days' notice to the Board.

2017, c. 572.

§ 54.1-1121. Investigations.
Upon receipt of the notice of proceedings against the regulant, the Department may cause its own
investigation to be conducted pursuant to § 54.1-306.

1987, c. 555, § 54-145.3:3.1; 1988, c. 765; 2013, c. 343.

§ 54.1-1122. Consideration of applications for payment.
A. The claimant shall submit the following supporting documentation with the claim:
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1. Copies of the contract with the regulant and all written change orders to the contract. If no written
contract between the regulant and the claimant is available, the claimant may submit an affidavit attest-
ing to the terms of the agreement, promise, or other contractual obligation;

2. All pleadings or other documents filed with the court from which judgment was obtained;

3. All orders and opinions of the court from which judgment was obtained, including the final judgment
order;

4. The transcript of the debtor's interrogatories, if conducted, or if no transcript is available, a sworn affi-
davit affirming that debtor's interrogatories were conducted, or evidence that debtor's interrogatories
were attempted if not conducted; a description of assets of the judgment debtor disclosed in the
debtor's interrogatories; and a description of all steps taken for the sale or application of those dis-
closed assets in whole or partial satisfaction of the judgment, or a statement why no means are legally
available for the sale or application of those disclosed assets, or a statement that the value of the dis-
closed assets is less than the cost of levying upon and selling such assets including reasonable estim-
ates of the fair market value of the disclosed assets and costs of levying upon selling such assets;

5. A statement of the balance of the judgment remaining unpaid at the time the claim is submitted to
the Department, and a statement that the claimant agrees to notify the Department of any additional
payment that may be received in whole or partial satisfaction of the judgment during the pendency of
the claim before the Board; and

6. Any other documentary evidence or exhibits the claimant wishes the Board to consider with the
claim.

B. The Department shall promptly consider the verified claim of the claimant administratively. If the
claim form is incomplete or not properly notarized, or if all required supporting documentation is not
included with the claim, then the Department may provide the claimant with notice of any deficiency
and an additional opportunity to submit a corrected verified claim. The burden shall be on the claimant
to comply with all claim requirements and to submit the necessary documentation within 12 months of
the initial claim submission. Once the Department confirms that the verified claim is complete, it shall
present such verified claim, along with a recommendation regarding payment, to the Board for the
Board's consideration and shall notify the claimant of the Board's recommendation.

C. The Department's and Board's consideration of the claim shall be based solely on the contents of
the verified claim. Neither an informal fact-finding conference pursuant to § 2.2-4019 nor a formal hear-
ing pursuant to § 2.2-4020 shall be required, unless requested by the claimant.

D. A claimant shall not be denied recovery from the Fund due to the fact that order for judgment filed
with the verified claim does not contain a specific finding of "improper or dishonest conduct." Any lan-
guage in the order that supports the conclusion that the court found that the conduct of the regulant
meets the definition of "improper or dishonest conduct" in § 54.1-1118 shall be used by the Board to
determine eligibility for recovery from the Fund. To the extent the judgment order is silent as to the
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court's findings on the conduct of the regulant, the Board may determine whether the conduct of the
regulant meets the definition of improper or dishonest conduct by substantial evidence in the verified
claim.

E. If the Board finds there has been compliance with the required conditions, the Board shall issue a
directive ordering payment from the fund to the claimant the amount remaining unpaid on the judg-
ment, subject to the limitations set forth in § 54.1-1123. The claimant shall be notified in writing of the
findings of the Board. The Board's findings shall be considered a "case decision" and judicial review
of these findings shall be in accordance with § 2.2-4025 of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000
et seq.). Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Board shall have the right to appeal a
decision of any court which is contrary to any distribution recommended or authorized by it.

1980, c. 635, § 54-145.3:4; 1984, c. 270; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 2006, c. 723; 2013, c. 343; 2017,
c. 572.

§ 54.1-1123. Limitations upon recovery from Fund; certain actions not a bar to recovery.
A. The maximum claim of one claimant against the Fund based upon an unpaid judgment arising out
of the improper or dishonest conduct of one regulant in connection with a single transaction involving
contracting is limited to $20,000, including any amount paid from a contractor's surety bond under §
54.1-1120.1, regardless of the amount of the unpaid judgment of the claimant.

B. The aggregate of claims against the Fund based upon unpaid judgments arising out of the
improper or dishonest conduct of any one regulant involving contracting, is limited by the Board to
$40,000 during any biennium. If a claim has been made against the Fund, and the Board has reason
to believe there may be additional claims against the Fund from other transactions involving the same
regulant, the Board may withhold any payment(s) from the Fund involving such regulant for a period of
not more than one year from the date on which the claimant is awarded in a court of competent jur-
isdiction in the Commonwealth the final judgment on which his claim against the Fund is based. After
this one-year period, if the aggregate of claims against the regulant exceeds $40,000, during a bien-
nium, $40,000 shall be prorated by the Board among the claimants and paid from the Fund, less the
amount of any applicable contractor's bond, in proportion to the amounts of their judgments against
the regulant remaining unpaid. Claims shall be prorated only after any applicable contractor's bond
has been exhausted.

C. Excluded from the amount of any unpaid judgment upon which a claim against the Fund is based
shall be any sums representing interest, or punitive damages, or any amounts that do not constitute
actual monetary loss to the claimants. Such claim against the Fund may include court costs and attor-
ney fees.

D. If, at any time, the amount of the Fund is insufficient to fully satisfy any claims or claim filed with the
Board and authorized by this Act, the Board shall pay such claims, claim, or portion thereof to the
claimants in the order that the claims were filed with the Board.
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E. Failure of a claimant to comply with the provisions of subdivisions B 1 and 2 and subsection C of §
54.1-1120 and the provisions of § 54.1-1124 shall not be a bar to recovery under this Act if the
claimant is otherwise entitled to such recovery.

F. The Board shall have the authority to deny any claim which otherwise appears to meet the require-
ments of the Act if it finds by clear and convincing evidence that the claimant has presented false
information or engaged in collusion to circumvent any of the requirements of the Act.

1980, c. 635, § 54-145.3:5; 1984, c. 270; 1987, cc. 555, 562; 1988, c. 765; 1990, cc. 437, 911; 1997, c.
885; 1999, c. 262; 2005, c. 252; 2015, cc. 409, 710; 2017, c. 572.

§ 54.1-1124. Participation by Board or Director in proceeding.
Upon service of the complaint as provided in subdivision B 1 of § 54.1-1120, the Board, the Director,
or duly authorized representatives of the Board shall then have the right to request leave of court to
intervene.

1980, c. 635, § 54-145.3:6; 1984, c. 270; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 2015, c. 409.

§ 54.1-1125. Assignment of claimant's rights to Board; payment of claim.
A. Subject to the provisions of § 54.1-1123 upon the claimant's execution and delivery to the Director
of an assignment to the Board of his rights against the regulant, to the extent he received satisfaction
from the Fund, the Director shall pay the claimant from the Fund the amount ordered by the Board.

B. The Board may consider any amount owed to the Board for repayment of the Fund by an applicant
for a license under this chapter when determining whether to grant such license.

1980, c. 635, § 54-145.3:7; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 1997, c. 885; 2013, c. 343.

§ 54.1-1126. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2013, c. 343, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-1127. No waiver by Board of disciplinary action against regulant.
This article shall not limit the authority of the Board to take disciplinary action against any regulant for
any violation of this title or the regulations of the Board. Full repayment of the amount paid from the
Fund on a regulant's account shall not nullify or modify the effect of any disciplinary proceeding
against that regulant for any violation.

1980, c. 635, § 54-145.3:9; 1988, c. 765; 1997, c. 885.

Article 3 - TRADESMEN, BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE WORKERS, AND
LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS FITTERS

§ 54.1-1128. Definitions.
"Backflow prevention device worker" means any individual who engages in, or offers to engage in, the
maintenance, repair, testing, or periodic inspection of cross connection control devices, including but
not limited to reduced pressure principle backflow preventors, double check-valve assemblies,
double-detector check-valve assemblies, pressure type vacuum breaker assemblies, and other such
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devices designed, installed, and maintained in such a manner so as to prevent the contamination of
the potable water supply by the introduction of nonpotable liquids, solids, or gases, thus ensuring that
the potable water supply remains unaltered and free from impurities, odor, discoloration, bacteria, and
other contaminants which would make the potable water supply unfit or unsafe for consumption and
use.

"Board" means the Board for Contractors.

"Liquefied petroleum gas fitter" means any individual who engages in, or offers to engage in, work for
the general public for compensation in work that includes the installation, repair, improvement, alter-
ations or removal of piping, liquefied petroleum gas tanks and appliances (excluding hot water heat-
ers, boilers and central heating systems which require a heating, ventilation and air conditioning or
plumbing certification) annexed to real property.

"Natural gas fitter provider" means any individual who engages in or offers to engage in work for the
general public for compensation in the incidental repair, testing, or removal of natural gas piping or fit-
ting annexed to real property, excluding new installation of gas piping for hot water heaters, boilers,
central heating systems, or other natural gas equipment which requires heating, ventilation and air
conditioning or plumbing certification.

"Tradesman" means any individual who engages in, or offers to engage in, work for the general public
for compensation in the trades of electrical, plumbing and heating, ventilation and air conditioning.

"Water well systems provider" means any individual who is certified by the Board in accordance with
this article and who is engaged in drilling, installation, maintenance, or repair of water wells, water
well pumps, ground source heat exchangers, and other equipment associated with the construction,
removal, or repair of water wells, water well systems, and ground source heat pump exchangers to the
point of connection to the ground source heat pump.

1994, c. 895; 1996, cc. 934, 1006; 1997, c. 403; 1999, c. 343; 2005, c. 792; 2011, cc. 743, 744.

§ 54.1-1129. Necessity for licensure.
A. Beginning July 1, 1995, no individual shall engage in, or offer to engage in, work as a tradesman as
defined in § 54.1-1128 unless he has been licensed under the provisions of this article. Individuals
shall not be subject to licensure as a tradesman when working under the supervision of a tradesman
who is licensed in the specialty for which work is being performed. Individuals holding a license in
one specialty shall not be required to have a tradesman license in another specialty when performing
work which is incidental to work being performed under their own specialty license.

B. Beginning July 1, 1998, no individual shall present himself as a certified backflow prevention
device worker as defined in § 54.1-1128 unless he has been certified under the provisions of this art-
icle. Individuals certified as backflow prevention device workers shall not be required to hold any other
professional or occupational license or certification; however, nothing in this subsection shall prohibit
an individual from holding more than one professional or occupational license or certification. The
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certification program set forth in this article concerning backflow prevention device workers shall be
voluntary and shall not be construed to prevent or affect the practice of backflow prevention device
workers by those not certified by the Board, so long as any requirements of the applicable local gov-
erning body's programs relating to backflow prevention device workers are met. All local governing
bodies shall accept certification by the Board of backflow prevention device workers as proof of exper-
ience and training without requiring additional examination.

C. Beginning one year after the effective date of the Board's final regulations, no individual shall
engage in, or offer to engage in, work as a liquefied petroleum gas fitter or natural gas fitter provider as
defined in § 54.1-1128 unless he has been licensed under the provisions of this article.

D. Beginning July 1, 2007, no individual shall engage in the drilling, installation, maintenance, or
repair of a water well or water well system unless a certified water well systems provider is onsite at
all times. Until June 30, 2012, any level of certification shall satisfy this requirement. Beginning July 1,
2012, only a certified individual shall engage in the drilling, installation, maintenance, or repair of a
water well or water well system and a then certified master water well systems provider shall be avail-
able at all times. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit licensed plumbing trades-
man from (i) completing work contained in the applicable plumbing code, or (ii) performing normal
maintenance and repair on large-diameter bored or hand-dug water table wells provided such wells
are 100 feet or less in depth and the work is being performed for an entity granted tax-exempt status
under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

1994, c. 895; 1996, cc. 934, 1006; 1997, cc. 403, 885; 1999, c. 343; 2000, c. 406; 2005, c. 792; 2008,
c. 631.

§ 54.1-1129.1. Certification of water well systems providers; continuing education.
A. The Board shall establish three levels of certification as follows: (i) trainee, which shall require
proof of at least one year of full-time practical experience in the drilling, installation, maintenance, or
repair of water wells or water well systems under the supervision of a certified master water well sys-
tems provider; (ii) journeyman, which shall require proof of at least three years of practical experience
in the drilling, installation, maintenance, or repair of water wells or water well systems under the super-
vision of a certified master water well systems provider; and (iii) master, which shall require proof of at
least six years of practical experience in the drilling, installation, maintenance, or repair of water wells
or water well systems, under the supervision of a certified master water well systems provider.

B. A certified water well systems provider, as a condition of renewal or reinstatement and as part of the
renewal or reinstatement application, shall certify to the Board that the applicant has completed at
least eight hours of continuing education, approved by the Board, in the specialty of technical aspects
of water well construction, applicable statutory and regulatory provisions, and business practices
related to water well construction. The Board may establish requirements for approval of training
instructors, criteria for continuing education, and other regulations it deems necessary to protect the
public health, safety or welfare. In addition, the Board may require continuing education for renewal or
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reinstatement for any individual found to be in violation of the statutes or regulations governing the
licensing or certification of water well system providers.

2005, c. 792.

§ 54.1-1130. Application for licensure; fees; examinations; issuance; waiver of examination for
water well systems providers.
A. Any individual desiring to be licensed as a tradesman, liquefied petroleum gas fitter or natural gas
fitter provider, or certified as a backflow prevention device worker or water well systems provider shall
file a written application on a form prescribed by the Board. The application shall be accompanied by
a fee set by the Board pursuant to § 54.1-201. The application shall contain, at a minimum, the applic-
ant's name, place of employment, and business address; and information on the knowledge, skills,
abilities and education or training of the applicant.

If the application is satisfactory to the Board, the applicant shall be required by Board regulations to
take an oral or written examination to determine his general knowledge of the trade in which he
desires licensure or of backflow prevention devices if he desires voluntary certification unless he is
exempt pursuant to § 54.1-1131. If the applicant successfully completes the examination, a license as
a tradesman, liquefied petroleum gas fitter, or natural gas fitter provider, or a certificate as a backflow
prevention device worker, shall be issued.

B. The Board shall require an applicant for certification as a water well systems provider, unless oth-
erwise exempt, to take an oral or written examination to determine the applicant's general knowledge
of water well systems, including relevant statutory and regulatory requirements. If the applicant suc-
cessfully completes a required examination, a certificate shall be issued.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, unless an applicant is found by the Board to have
engaged in any act that would constitute grounds for disciplinary action, the Board shall issue a cer-
tificate without examination to any applicant who provides satisfactory proof to the Board of having
been actively and continuously engaged in water well construction activities immediately prior to July
1, 2007, as follows: (i) at least one year for trainee certification; (ii) at least three years for journeyman
certification; and (iii) at least six years for master certification. This subsection shall apply only to indi-
viduals who have been employed by a properly licensed water well contractor during such period of
active and continuous engagement in water well construction activities.

1994, c. 895; 1996, cc. 934, 1006; 1997, cc. 403, 885; 1999, c. 343; 2003, c. 892; 2005, c. 792.

§ 54.1-1131. Exemptions.
A. An individual certified or licensed by any one of the following agencies shall not be required to fulfill
the examination requirement specified in § 54.1-1130 for a tradesman license:

1. The Board of Housing and Community Development prior to July 1, 1995.

2. Any local governing body prior to July 1, 1978.

3. An apprenticeship program which is approved by the Commissioner of Labor and Industry.
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Individuals applying for a tradesman license between July 1, 1995, and July 1, 1998, shall be deemed
to have fulfilled the examination requirement if they are able to demonstrate that they have the
required number of years of discipline-free experience set forth in Board regulations.

B. Upon satisfactory evidence to the Board, the following individuals shall not be required to fulfill the
examination requirement specified in § 54.1-1130 to be certified as a backflow prevention device
worker or licensed as a liquefied petroleum gas fitter:

1. Individuals approved, or recognized as having expertise, by a local governing body prior to July 1,
1998, to perform backflow prevention device work;

2. Individuals applying for certification as a backflow prevention device worker between July 1, 1998
and July 1, 1999, who are able to demonstrate that they have the required number of years of dis-
cipline-free experience and education or training set forth in Board regulations; or

3. Individuals applying for licensure as a liquefied petroleum gas fitter within one year of the effective
date of the Board's final regulations, who are able to demonstrate that they have at least five years'
experience as a liquefied petroleum gas fitter.

C. The provisions of this article shall not apply to any individual who is performing work on (i) any
ship, boat, barge or other floating vessel or (ii) a single-family residence where the value of the work
performed is less than $250 and such individual does not hold himself out to the general public as a
tradesman.

D. Individuals applying for a natural gas fitter provider license within one year of the effective date of
the Board's final regulations, shall be deemed to have fulfilled the examination requirement if they are
able to demonstrate that they have five years' prior experience as a natural gas fitter provider.

E. Individuals applying for a natural gas fitter provider license between July 1, 1999 and July 1, 2004,
shall be deemed to have fulfilled the examination requirement if they are able to demonstrate that they
have at least five years' experience in an apprenticeship capacity under the direct supervision of a gas
fitter.

F. Individuals applying for licensure as a liquefied petroleum gas fitter between July 1, 2000 and July
1, 2005, shall be deemed to have fulfilled the examination requirements if they are able to demon-
strate that they have at least five years' experience in an apprenticeship capacity under the direct
supervision of a gas fitter.

1994, c. 895; 1995, c. 581; 1996, cc. 934, 1006; 1997, cc. 403, 885; 1999, cc. 343, 817, 833; 2000, c.
406; 2014, c. 734.

§ 54.1-1132. Expiration and renewal of license or certificate.
A license as a tradesman, liquefied petroleum gas fitter, or natural gas fitter provider, or a certificate as
a backflow prevention device worker, issued pursuant to this article shall expire as provided in Board
regulations and shall become invalid on that date unless renewed, subject to approval of the Board. A
license for a tradesman shall be valid for three years from the date of issuance. Application for
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renewal of any certificate or license issued pursuant to this article shall be made as provided by Board
regulations and shall be accompanied by a fee set by the Board pursuant to § 54.1-201.

1994, c. 895; 1996, cc. 934, 1006; 1997, cc. 403, 885; 1999, c. 343; 2018, c. 750.

§ 54.1-1133. Continuing education.
The Board may establish in the regulations requirements for continuing education as a prerequisite to
renewal of any certificate or license issued under this article. The Board shall require evidence of
knowledge of code changes as a prerequisite to renewal of any certificate or license issued under this
article. In addition, the Board may require continuing education for any individual who is found to be in
violation of the statutes or regulations governing the practice of licensed tradesmen or certificate hold-
ers issued under this article.

1994, c. 895; 1996, cc. 934, 1006; 1997, cc. 403, 885; 1999, c. 817.

§ 54.1-1134. Grounds for denial or revocation of certification or license; reports of building officials
and others.
The Board shall have the power to require remedial education and to suspend, revoke or deny
renewal of the certification or license of any individual who is found to be in violation of the statutes or
regulations governing the practice of licensed tradesmen, liquefied petroleum gas fitters or natural gas
fitter providers or certified backflow prevention device workers in the Commonwealth.

Any building official who finds that an individual is practicing as a tradesman, elevator mechanic, lique-
fied petroleum gas fitter or natural gas fitter provider without a license as required by this article shall
file a report to such effect with the Board. Any water purveyor or building official who finds that an indi-
vidual is practicing as a backflow prevention device worker without a certificate, if a certificate is
required by the locality in which an individual is engaging in backflow prevention device worker activ-
ities, shall file a report to such effect with the Board.

Any building official who has reason to believe that (i) a tradesman, liquefied petroleum gas fitter or
natural gas fitter provider is performing incompetently as demonstrated by an egregious or repeated
violation of the Uniform Statewide Building Code (§ 36-97 et seq.) or (ii) a certified backflow pre-
vention device worker is performing incompetently as demonstrated by an egregious or repeated viol-
ation of the standards adopted by the American Society of Sanitary Engineering referenced in the
plumbing code adopted by the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code shall file a report to such
effect with the Board. Any water purveyor who has reason to believe that a certified backflow pre-
vention device worker is performing incompetently as demonstrated by an egregious or repeated viol-
ation of the standards adopted by the American Society of Sanitary Engineering referenced in the
plumbing code adopted by the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code shall file a report to such
effect with the Board and local building official.

1994, c. 895; 1996, cc. 934, 1006; 1997, cc. 403, 885; 1999, c. 343; 2009, cc. 184, 586.

§ 54.1-1135. Prohibited acts.
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A. Practicing or attempting to practice as a tradesman, liquefied petroleum gas fitter or natural gas fitter
provider in the Commonwealth, except as provided for in this article, is prohibited and shall constitute
the commission of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. No person shall represent himself as a certified backflow prevention device worker unless he has
been certified by the Board. Any person engaging or offering to engage in backflow prevention device
worker activities within the meaning of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, or
letterhead, represents himself as a certified backflow prevention device worker without holding such a
certificate from the Board shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

C. No person shall be entitled to assert the lack of licensure as required by this article as a defense to
any action at law or suit in equity if the party who seeks to recover from such person gives substantial
performance within the terms of the contract in good faith and without actual knowledge of the licen-
sure requirements of this article.

D. In any locality which requires state certification to engage in backflow prevention device worker
activities, no person shall be entitled to assert a lack of certification as a defense to any action at law
or suit in equity if the party who seeks to recover from such person gives substantial performance
within the terms of the contract in good faith and without actual knowledge of the locality's certification
requirements.

1994, c. 895; 1996, cc. 934, 1006; 1997, cc. 403, 885; 1999, cc. 343, 833.

Article 4 - CERTIFICATION OF ELEVATOR MECHANICS

§ 54.1-1140. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Accessibility mechanic" means an individual who is engaged in erecting, constructing, installing,
altering, servicing, repairing, testing or maintaining wheelchair lifts, incline chairlifts, dumbwaiters with
a capacity limit of 300 pounds, and private residence elevators, in accordance with the Uniform
Statewide Building Code (§ 36-97 et seq.).

"Certified accessibility mechanic" means an individual who is certified by the Board in accordance
with this article to engage in work as an accessibility mechanic.

"Elevator mechanic" means an individual who is certified by the Board in accordance with this article
to engage in erecting, constructing, installing, altering, servicing, repairing, testing or maintaining elev-
ators, escalators, or related conveyances in accordance with the Uniform Statewide Building Code.

"Limited use/limited application endorsement" means an addition to the certification record of a cer-
tified accessibility mechanic authorizing the certificate holder to erect, construct, install, alter, service,
repair, test, or maintain limited use/limited application elevators as defined by the Uniform Statewide
Building Code.

2004, c. 188; 2007, c. 424; 2009, cc. 184, 586; 2010, cc. 81, 207.
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§ 54.1-1141. Certification required; exemption.
A. No person shall engage in, or offer to engage in, work as an elevator mechanic or accessibility
mechanic in the Commonwealth unless he has been certified under the provisions of this article. Indi-
viduals shall not be subject to certification as an elevator mechanic or accessibility mechanic when
working under the direct and immediate supervision of an elevator mechanic or certified accessibility
mechanic who is certified in the specialty for which work is being performed. Individuals certified as
elevator mechanics or accessibility mechanics shall not be required to hold any other professional or
occupational license or certification; however, nothing in this subsection shall prohibit an individual
from holding more than one professional or occupational license or certification.

B. Any individual desiring to be certified as an elevator mechanic or accessibility mechanic shall file a
written application on a form prescribed by the Board. The application shall be accompanied by a fee
set by the Board pursuant to § 54.1-201. The application shall contain, at a minimum, the applicant's
name, place of employment, business address, and information on the knowledge, skills, abilities and
education or training of the applicant.

C. Accessibility mechanics desiring to work on limited use/limited application elevators, as defined by
the Uniform Statewide Building Code, shall obtain a limited use/limited application endorsement on
their certification.

D. Nothing in this article shall be construed to prevent a person who is not certified as an elevator
mechanic or accessibility mechanic from performing maintenance that is not related to the operating
integrity of an elevator, escalator, or related conveyance.

2004, c. 188; 2007, c. 424; 2010, cc. 81, 207; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 151.

§ 54.1-1142. Issuance of certification; emergency certification.
A. The Board shall issue a certificate to practice as an elevator mechanic or certified accessibility
mechanic in the Commonwealth to any applicant who has submitted satisfactory evidence that he has
successfully:

1. Completed the educational requirements as required by the Board, which shall at a minimum
include such requirements as the Board determines will establish minimum competency on the part of
the applicant;

2. Completed the experience requirements as required by the Board, which shall at a minimum con-
sist of at least three years in the elevator industry; and

3. Passed an examination offered or approved by the Board.

B. The Board may issue a certificate to practice as an elevator mechanic or a certified accessibility
mechanic to any applicant who has completed a training and education program approved by the
Board that is equal to or exceeds the requirements established by the Board for all applicants.

2004, c. 188; 2007, c. 424; 2009, cc. 184, 586; 2010, cc. 81, 207.

§ 54.1-1142.1. Certifications in event of declared emergency.
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A. Whenever the Governor declares a state of emergency in accordance with § 44-146.17 or in the
event of a work stoppage by elevator mechanics and the Board determines that the number of elevator
mechanics is insufficient to meet the demands of the emergency or work stoppage, the Board shall
issue an emergency certificate to practice as an elevator mechanic under the following conditions:

1. A contractor licensed under the provisions of this chapter (a) attests to the Board, in a form pre-
scribed by the Board, that an applicant has an acceptable combination of documented experience and
education to perform work as an elevator mechanic without direct and immediate supervision of an
elevator mechanic and (b) provides such proof thereof as required by the Board; and

2. The applicant attested to the Board by the licensed contractor applies to the Board for emergency
certification as an elevator mechanic.

As used in this subsection, "direct and immediate supervision" means proper supervision but does not
include line of sight supervision.

B. Each such certification shall be valid for a period of 45 days from the date of issuance and for such
geographic areas or such elevators, escalators, or related conveyances as the Board may designate.
Such certification shall entitle the certificate holder to engage in work as an elevator mechanic. The
Board shall renew such certification as often as necessary to ensure that there is a sufficient number
of elevator mechanics to meet the demands of the emergency. No fee shall be charged for application
for such certification or any renewal thereof.

C. The Board may delegate to the Director of the Department the authority to issue such emergency
certifications. The Director shall inform the Board of the issuance of any certifications.

2007, c. 424; 2009, cc. 184, 586.

§ 54.1-1142.2. Certifications in event of shortage of elevator mechanics.
A. Whenever a contractor licensed under the provisions of this chapter demonstrates to the sat-
isfaction of the Board that there is a shortage of elevator mechanics, the Board shall issue temporary
certifications under the following conditions:

1. The licensed contractor attests to the Board, in a form prescribed by the Board, that after due dili-
gence, the licensed contractor is unable to find an elevator mechanic from the list of elevator mech-
anics maintained by the Board to perform elevator work;

2. The applicant has an acceptable combination of documented experience and education to perform
work as an elevator mechanic without direct and immediate supervision of an elevator mechanic and
provides such proof thereof as required by the Board;

3. The applicant applies for such temporary certification as an elevator mechanic; and

4. The applicant pays an application fee as set by the Board.

As used in this subsection, "direct and immediate supervision" means proper supervision but does not
include line of sight supervision.
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B. Each such temporary certification shall be valid for a period of up to 45 days from the date of issu-
ance, provided the applicant continues at all times to be employed by the licensed contractor. The
Board shall renew such certification as often as necessary to ensure that there is a sufficient number
of elevator mechanics to meet the shortage.

C. The Board may delegate to the Director of the Department the authority to issue such temporary cer-
tifications or renewals thereof. The Director shall inform the Board of the issuance of any such cer-
tifications or renewals.

2009, cc. 184, 586.

§ 54.1-1143. Continuing education.
A. The Board shall establish in the regulations requirements for continuing education as a prerequisite
to renewal of any certificate issued under this article. The Board shall require evidence of knowledge
of the Uniform Statewide Building Code changes as a prerequisite to renewal of any certificate issued
under this article. In addition, the Board may require continuing education for any individual who is
found to be in violation of law or regulations governing the practice of an elevator mechanic certified
under this article.

B. An elevator mechanic or a certified accessibility mechanic, as a condition of recertification and as
part of the recertification application, shall attest to the Board that he has completed at least eight
hours of continuing education, approved by the Board, in the specialty of elevator/escalator con-
tracting. The Board may establish such requirements for approval of training instructors, the criteria for
the continuing education and such other regulations to ensure the protection of the public interest.
Such criteria shall include approval of curriculum sponsored by national or state professional elevator
industry associations approved by the Board.

C. The provisions of this section shall not apply to certifications issued by the Board under § 54.1-
1142.1 or 54.1-1142.2.

2004, c. 188; 2007, c. 424; 2009, cc. 184, 586; 2010, cc. 81, 207.

Article 5 - RESIDENTIAL BUILDING ENERGY ANALYSTS

§ 54.1-1144. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Accredited residential building energy analyst training program" means a training program that has
been approved by the Board to provide training for individuals to engage in blower door, duct blaster,
or similar testing to measure energy efficiency, conduct energy modeling, prepare a residential build-
ing energy analysis report, and provide recommendations for improvements with return on investment
or third-party verification for nationally accredited energy efficiency programs.

"Licensed residential building energy analyst" means an individual who has successfully completed
an accredited residential building energy analyst training program or meets the criteria of experience
required by this article and regulations of the Board and who has been licensed by the Board.
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"Residential building energy analysis" means (i) an inspection, investigation, or survey of a dwelling
or other structure to evaluate, measure, or quantify its energy consumption and efficiency, including
lighting, HVAC, electronics, appliances, water heaters, insulation, and water conservation, and (ii)
recommendations to reduce energy consumption and improve efficiency of a dwelling or other struc-
ture, including lighting, HVAC, electronics, appliances, water heaters, insulation, and water con-
servation for compensation conducted or made by a licensed residential building energy analyst.

2011, c. 865.

§ 54.1-1145. License required.
A. No person shall engage in, or offer to engage in, work as a residential building energy analyst in
the Commonwealth unless he has been licensed under the provisions of this article.

B. The Board may issue a license to perform residential building energy analysis in the Com-
monwealth to any applicant who has submitted satisfactory evidence that he has successfully:

1. Completed an accredited residential building energy analyst training program;

2. Completed at least five residential building energy analyses under the supervision of a licensed res-
idential building energy analyst;

3. Remains in good standing with any certifying organization approved by the Board, provided that the
requirements for the applicant's class of membership in such association are equal to or exceed the
requirements established by the Board for all applicants;

4. Maintains the necessary insurance coverage as determined by the Board; and

5. Demonstrates the financial capability, as determined by the Board, to perform residential building
energy analysis.

C. Individuals applying for a license as a residential building energy analyst between July 1, 2011,
and July 1, 2012, who submit satisfactory evidence to the Board of having been actively and con-
tinuously engaged in residential building energy analysis for the immediately preceding three years
shall be licensed by the Board, unless an applicant is found by the Board to have engaged in any act
that would constitute grounds for disciplinary action.

2011, c. 865.

§ 54.1-1146. Additional powers of the Board.
The Board shall adopt regulations necessary to establish procedures and requirements for the (i)
approval of accredited residential building energy analyst training programs, (ii) licensing of indi-
viduals and firms to engage in residential building energy analysis, and (iii) establishment of stand-
ards for performing residential building energy analysis consistent with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency guidelines and recognized by the Energy Star Program.

2011, c. 865.
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Article 6 - Certification of Automatic Fire Sprinkler Inspectors

§ 54.1-1147. Certified automatic fire sprinkler inspector.
A. No person may perform or offer to perform inspections of automatic fire sprinkler systems in the
Commonwealth unless he is certified under the provisions of this section.

B. The Board shall certify as an automatic fire sprinkler inspector any person who receives (i) a Level
II or higher Inspection and Testing of Water-Based Systems certificate issued through the National
Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies or (ii) a substantially similar certification from a
nationally recognized training program approved by the Board. The Board may suspend or revoke cer-
tification as an automatic fire sprinkler inspector for any person that does not maintain a certification
required under this subsection.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, a person lacking certification under this section but
participating in a training or apprenticeship program may perform automatic fire sprinkler inspections
so long as (i) such person is accompanied by a certified automatic fire sprinkler inspector and (ii) any
required inspection forms are signed by the certified automatic fire sprinkler inspector.

D. This section shall not apply to building officials and technical assistants enforcing the Uniform
Statewide Building Code (§ 36-97 et seq.) or fire officials and technical assistants enforcing the Vir-
ginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code Act (§ 27-94 et seq.).

2019, c. 726; 2022, c. 340.

§ 54.1-1148. Continuing education.
The Board shall establish in the regulations requirements for continuing education as a prerequisite to
renewal of a certificate issued under this article. The Board shall require evidence of knowledge of
changes to the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code as a prerequisite to renewal of any certificate
issued under this article. In addition, the Board may require continuing education for any individual
who is found to be in violation of law or regulations governing automatic fire sprinkler inspectors cer-
tified under this article.

2019, c. 726.

Chapter 12 - COSMETOLOGISTS [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-1200 through 54.1-1207. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2000, c. 726, cl. 2.

Chapter 13 - EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-1300 through 54.1-1308. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1996, cc. 61 and 179.

Chapter 14 - GEOLOGISTS [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-1400 through 54.1-1405. Repealed.
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Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 803 and 835, cl. 39.

Chapter 15 - HEARING AID SPECIALISTS AND OPTICIANS

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-1500. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Audiologist" means the same as that term is defined in § 54.1-2600.

"Board" means the Board for Hearing Aid Specialists and Opticians.

"Hearing aid" means any wearable instrument or device designed or offered to aid or compensate for
impaired human hearing and any parts, attachments, or accessories, including earmolds, but exclud-
ing batteries and cords.

"Licensed hearing aid specialist" means any person who is the holder of a hearing aid specialist
license issued by the Board for Hearing Aid Specialists and Opticians.

"Licensed optician" means any person who is the holder of an optician license issued by the Board for
Hearing Aid Specialists and Opticians.

"Licensed optometrist" means any person authorized by Virginia law to practice optometry.

"Licensed physician" means any person licensed by the Board of Medicine to practice medicine and
surgery.

"Optician" means any person not exempted by § 54.1-1506 who prepares or dispenses eyeglasses,
spectacles, lenses, or related appurtenances, for the intended wearers or users, on prescriptions from
licensed physicians or licensed optometrists, or as duplications or reproductions of previously pre-
pared eyeglasses, spectacles, lenses, or related appurtenances; or who, in accordance with such pre-
scriptions, duplications or reproductions, measures, adapts, fits, and adjusts eyeglasses, spectacles,
lenses, or appurtenances, to the human face.

"Over-the-counter hearing aid" means an air-conduction hearing aid that does not require implantation
or other surgical intervention and is intended for use by a person age 18 or older to compensate for
perceived mild to moderate hearing impairment.

"Practice of audiology" means the same as that term is defined in § 54.1-2600.

"Practice of fitting or dealing in hearing aids" means (i) the measurement of human hearing by means
of an audiometer or by any other means solely for the purpose of making selections, adaptations, or
sale of hearing aids, (ii) the sale of prescription hearing aids, or (iii) the making of impressions for ear-
molds for prescription hearing aids. A practitioner, at the request of a physician or a member of a
related profession, may make audiograms for the professional's use in consultation with the hard-of-
hearing.

"Prescription hearing aid" means a hearing aid that is not an over-the-counter hearing aid.
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"Sell" or "sale" means any transfer of title or of the right to use by lease, bailment, or any other con-
tract, excluding wholesale transactions with distributors or practitioners.

"Temporary permit" means a permit issued while an applicant is in training to become a licensed hear-
ing aid specialist.

1970, c. 571, § 54-524.110; 1988, c. 765; 2005, c. 599; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2018, c. 458; 2023, cc. 273,
274.

§ 54.1-1500.1. Board for Hearing Aid Specialists and Opticians; qualifications and terms of mem-
bers; officers.
A. The Board for Hearing Aid Specialists and Opticians shall consist of 15 members, as follows: four
licensed hearing aid specialists, of which at least one shall be licensed as an audiologist by the Board
of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology, six licensed opticians, one otolaryngologist, one oph-
thalmologist, and three citizen members.

B. One of the citizen members shall be a hearing aid user or a person who has a family member who
is or has been a hearing aid user. Each hearing aid specialist and the otolaryngologist shall have at
least five years of experience in their respective fields immediately prior to appointment. Each of the
opticians shall have at least five years of experience prior to appointment and the ophthalmologist
shall have practiced ophthalmology for at least five years prior to appointment.

C. The terms of Board members shall be four years.

D. The Board shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman from its membership.

2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-1500.2. Nominations for Board appointments.
A. The appointment of the otolaryngologist member may be made from a list of at least three names
submitted to the Governor by the Medical Society of Virginia. The appointment of one of the hearing
aid specialist members may be made from a list of at least three names submitted to the Governor by
the Speech-Language Hearing Association of Virginia. The appointment of the remaining hearing aid
specialist members may be made from a list of at least three names for each vacancy submitted to the
Governor by the Virginia Society of Hearing Aid Specialists. Nominations for appointments to regular
terms shall be submitted to the Governor on or before June 1 of each year. The Governor may notify
the Society or Association, respectively, of any vacancy other than by expiration, and like nominations
may be made for the filling of the vacancy. In no case shall the Governor be bound to make any
appointment from among the nominees.

B. The appointment of the licensed optician members may be made from a list of at least three names
for each vacancy submitted to the Governor by the Opticians Association of Virginia for each
appointee who is an optician, and by the Medical Society of Virginia for each appointee who is a phys-
ician. Nominations for appointments to regular terms shall be submitted to the Governor on or before
June 1 of each year. The Governor may notify the Society or Association, respectively, of any vacancy
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other than by expiration and like nominations may be made for the filling of the vacancy. In no case
shall the Governor be bound to make any appointment from among the nominees.

2012, cc. 803, 835.

Article 2 - Hearing Aids and Hearing Aid Specialists

§ 54.1-1501. Exemptions; sale of hearing aids by corporations, etc., measuring hearing.
A. Physicians licensed to practice in Virginia and certified by the American Board of Otolaryngology or
eligible for such certification shall not be required to pass an examination as a prerequisite to obtain-
ing a license under this chapter.

B. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a corporation, partnership, trust, association, or other like
organization maintaining an established business address from engaging in the business of selling or
offering for sale prescription hearing aids at retail without a license, provided that it employs only
licensed practitioners in the direct sale and fitting of prescription hearing aids.

C. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit any person who does not sell hearing aids or accessories or
who is not employed by an organization which sells hearing aids or accessories from engaging in the
practice of measuring human hearing for the purpose of selection of hearing aids.

D. Audiologists licensed to practice in Virginia who have earned a doctoral degree in audiology shall
not be required to pass an examination as a prerequisite to obtaining a license under this chapter.

1970, c. 571, §§ 54-524.111, 54-524.112; 1974, c. 534; 1986, c. 279; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 741; 2018,
c. 458; 2023, cc. 273, 274.

§§ 54.1-1502, 54.1-1503. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 803 and 835, cl. 35.

§ 54.1-1504. License required.
No person shall engage in the practice of fitting or dealing in prescription hearing aids or display a
sign or in any other way advertise or represent himself as a person who practices the fitting or dealing
of prescription hearing aids unless he holds a license as provided in this chapter. Nothing in this
chapter shall be construed as requiring a licensee to engage in the business of selling over-the-
counter hearing aids.

1970, c. 571, § 54-524.111; 1974, c. 534; 1986, c. 279; 1988, c. 765; 2005, c. 599; 2023, cc. 273, 274.

§ 54.1-1505. Return of prescription hearing aid by purchaser or lessee.
A. Within 30 days of the date of delivery, any purchaser or lessee of a prescription hearing aid shall be
entitled to return such hearing aid for any reason, provided that such hearing aid is returned in sat-
isfactory condition. Such purchaser or lessee shall be entitled to a replacement or a refund of all
charges paid, less a reasonable charge for medical, audiological, and hearing aid evaluation services
provided by the hearing aid specialist.
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B. The right of a purchaser or lessee to return a prescription hearing aid and the charges to be
imposed upon the return of such hearing aid, as provided in subsection A of this section, shall be
explained and given in writing in at least 10-point, bold-faced type to such purchaser or lessee by the
hearing aid specialist.

C. The provisions of this section shall be subject to the provisions of the Virginia Consumer Protection
Act (§ 59.1-196 et seq.).

1990, c. 584; 2023, cc. 273, 274.

Article 3 - OPTICIANS

§ 54.1-1506. Exemptions.
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:

1. Any licensed physician or licensed optometrist;

2. Any individual, partnership, or corporation engaged in supplying ophthalmic prescriptions and sup-
plies exclusively to licensed physicians, licensed optometrists, licensed opticians, or optical scientists;

3. Any person who does not hold himself out to the public as an "optician," and who works exclusively
under the direct supervision and control of a licensed physician or licensed optometrist or licensed
optician, and in the same location;

4. The sale of spectacles, eyeglasses, magnifying glasses, goggles, sunglasses, telescopes, or bin-
oculars that are completely preassembled and sold as merchandise; or

5. Any optician who (i) does not regularly practice in Virginia; (ii) holds a current valid license or cer-
tificate to practice as an optician in another state, territory, district, or possession of the United States;
(iii) volunteers to provide free health care to an underserved area of the Commonwealth under the aus-
pices of a publicly supported all volunteer, nonprofit organization with no paid employees that spon-
sors the provision of health care to populations of underserved people throughout the world; (iv) files a
copy of the license or certificate issued in such other jurisdiction with the Board; (v) notifies the Board,
within 15 days prior to the voluntary provision of services of the dates and location of such services;
and (vi) acknowledges, in writing, that such licensure exemption shall only be valid, in compliance
with the Board's regulations, during the limited period that such free health care is made available
through the volunteer, nonprofit organization on the dates and at the location filed with the Board.

1954, c. 237, §§ 54-398.1, 54-398.3; 1974, c. 534; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1701; 2002, c. 740; 2012, cc.
803, 835.

§ 54.1-1507. Practice of opticians restricted.
No person shall practice or offer to practice as an optician in the Commonwealth unless he holds a
license issued under this chapter.

1954, c. 237, § 54-398.3; 1974, c. 534; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1704; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-1508. Optical prescriptions, ocular refraction, etc.
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Nothing in this chapter shall authorize an optician, or anyone else not otherwise authorized by law, to
make, issue, or alter optical prescriptions, or to practice ocular refraction, orthoptics, or visual training,
or to fit contact lenses except on the prescription of an ophthalmologist or optometrist and under his dir-
ection, or to advertise or offer to do so in any manner.

1954, c. 237, § 54-398.27; 1964, c. 101; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1705; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-1509. Permissible practices.
Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivisions 7 and 8 of § 54.1-3204, a licensed optician is author-
ized to prepare and dispense eyeglasses, spectacles, lenses, or related appurtenances, for the inten-
ded wearers or users, on prescriptions from licensed physicians or licensed optometrists; duplicate
and reproduce previously prepared eyeglasses, spectacles, lenses, or related appurtenances; and, in
accordance with such prescriptions, duplications, or reproductions, measure, adapt, fit, and adjust eye-
glasses, spectacles, lenses, or appurtenances to the human face. A licensed optician shall not, how-
ever, duplicate a contact lens solely from a previously prepared contact lens.

1990, c. 718, § 54.1-1706; 1993, c. 206; 2009, cc. 353, 761; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

Chapter 16 - LIBRARIANS [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-1600 through 54.1-1606. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1988, c. 716.

Chapter 17 - OPTICIANS [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-1700 through 54.1-1706. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 803 and 835, cl. 35.

Chapter 18 - POLYGRAPH EXAMINERS

§ 54.1-1800. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Course of instruction" means a formal course of instruction in the detection of deception and the veri-
fication of truth in an institution approved by the Director.

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Other detection device" or "device" means any mechanical or electronic instrument or device, other
than a polygraph, used to test or question individuals for the purpose of detecting deception or veri-
fying truthfulness.

"Person" means any natural person, partnership, association, corporation or trust.

"Polygraph" means any mechanical or electronic instrument or device used to test or question indi-
viduals for the purpose of determining truthfulness.
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"Polygraph examiner" means any person who uses a polygraph to test or question individuals for the
purpose of determining truthfulness.

"Polygraph examiner intern" means any person engaged in the study of polygraphy and the admin-
istration of polygraph examinations under the personal supervision and control of a polygraph exam-
iner.

1975, c. 522, § 54-916; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2010, c. 625.

§ 54.1-1801. Licenses.
A. All polygraph examiners shall be licensed pursuant to this chapter.

B. All persons who operate any other detection device shall be licensed pursuant to this chapter.

1975, c. 522, § 54-918; 1988, c. 765; 2010, c. 625.

§ 54.1-1802. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2010, c. 578, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-1802.1. Powers and duties of the Department.
The Department shall administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter. In addition to the powers
and duties otherwise conferred by the law, the Director shall have the powers and duties of a reg-
ulatory board as contained in §§ 54.1-201 and 54.1-202 and shall have the power and duty to:

1. Promulgate regulations necessary for the reasonable administration of this chapter in accordance
with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). Such regulations shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, the establishment of minimum qualifications for the operators of polygraphs and other detection
devices;

2. Charge each applicant for licensure and for renewals of licensure a nonrefundable fee subject to
the provisions of § 54.1-113 and subdivision A 4 of § 54.1-201; and

3. Conduct investigations to determine the suitability of applicants for licensure and to determine the
licensee's compliance with applicable statutes and regulations.

2010, cc. 578, 625; 2012, c. 769.

§ 54.1-1803. Approval of schools to teach courses of instruction.
The Director shall promulgate regulations for the approval of schools in which courses of instruction
for polygraph examiners and persons who operate other detection devices approved pursuant to §
54.1-1805 are taught.

1975, c. 522, § 54-920; 1988, c. 765; 2010, c. 625.

§ 54.1-1804. Submission of fingerprints.
Each applicant for licensure as a polygraph examiner, each polygraph examiner intern, and each
applicant for licensure to operate any other detection device shall submit his fingerprints to the Depart-
ment on a form provided by the Department.

1975, c. 522, § 54-921; 1988, c. 765; 2010, c. 625.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0625
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0625
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0578
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-201/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-202/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-4000/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-113/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-201/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0578
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0625
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0769
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-1805/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0625
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0625


§ 54.1-1805. Instrument to be used.
A. Each polygraph examiner shall use an instrument that records permanently and simultaneously the
subject's cardiovascular and respiratory patterns as minimum standards, but such an instrument may
record additional physiological changes pertinent to the determination of truthfulness.

B. 1. The use of any other detection device that does not meet the instrumentation requirements set
forth in subsection A shall be approved by the Director. The Director shall approve such other detec-
tion device only when the data collected by such device is deemed to be reliable and valid in detect-
ing deception or verifying truth, based upon the preponderance of available scientific evidence. The
voluntary, written consent of any individual to be tested using a detection device approved pursuant to
this subsection shall be obtained prior to the administration of any such test or questioning using the
device.

2. Any such approved device shall be subject to regulations promulgated by the Director regarding its
use in the Commonwealth.

3. The Director shall establish standards of practice related to the use of any such other detection
device approved pursuant to this subsection.

1975, c. 522, § 54-922; 1988, c. 765; 2010, c. 625.

§ 54.1-1806. Prohibition of use of certain questions on polygraph tests for employment.
No licensed polygraph operator shall, during a polygraph examination required as a condition of
employment, ask any question concerning the sexual activities of the person being examined if the
question violates state or federal law. A violation of this section shall constitute grounds for dis-
ciplinary action pursuant to § 54.1-1802.1.

1989, c. 693; 2010, c. 578.

Chapter 19 - PRIVATE SECURITY SERVICES BUSINESSES [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-1900 through 54.1-1908. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1992, c. 578, effective July 1, 1993.

Chapter 20 - PUBLIC ACCOUNTANCY [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-2000 through 54.1-2008. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2001, ch. 832, cl. 2.

Chapter 20.1 - REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS

§ 54.1-2009. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Appraisal" means an analysis, opinion, or conclusion relating to the nature, quality, value, or utility of
specified interests in, or aspects of, identified real estate or identified real property. An appraisal may
be classified by subject matter into either a valuation or analysis. A "valuation" is an estimate of the

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0625
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-1802.1/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0578


value of real estate or real property. An "analysis" is a study of real estate or real property other than
estimating value. The term "appraiser" or "appraisal" may be used only by a person licensed or cer-
tified by the Board.

"Appraisal report" means any communications, written or oral, of an appraisal.

"Board" means the Real Estate Appraiser Board.

"Certified general real estate appraiser" means an individual who meets the requirements for licen-
sure that relate to the appraisal of all types of real estate and real property and is licensed as a cer-
tified general real estate appraiser. This designation is identified in Title 11, § 1116 (a) of the Financial
Institutions Reform, Recovery and Enforcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. § 3345 (a)) as a "state certified
real estate appraiser."

"Certified residential real estate appraiser" means an individual who meets the requirements for licen-
sure for the appraisal of (i) all types of real estate and real property that a licensed residential real
estate appraiser is permitted to appraise and (ii) such other real estate and real property as the Board,
by regulation, may permit.

To the extent permitted by federal law and regulation, a certified residential real estate appraiser shall
be considered a state certified real estate appraiser within the meaning of Title 11, § 1116 (a) of the
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery and Enforcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. § 3345 (a)).

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Evaluation" means an opinion of the market value of real property or real estate that may be utilized
in connection with a real estate-related financial transaction where an appraisal by a state-certified or
state-licensed appraiser is not required by the state or federal financial institution's regulatory agency
engaging in, contracting for, or regulating such real estate-related financial transaction or regulating
the financial institution or lender engaged in or about to engage in such real estate-related financial
transaction. An evaluation is limited in its scope and development to the requirements for evaluations
as set forth in the Interagency Appraisal and Evaluation Guidelines promulgated by the Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency et al. (75 F.R. 77450).

"Federal financial institutions regulatory agencies" means the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, the Office of Thrift Supervision, the National Credit Union Administration, the Resolution Trust
Corporation, the Federal National Mortgage Association, and the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Cor-
poration.

"Federally related transaction" means any real estate-related financial transaction which:

1. A federal financial institutions regulatory agency engages in, contracts for or regulates; and

2. Requires the services of an appraiser.



"General real estate appraisal" means an appraisal conducted by an individual licensed as a certified
general real estate appraiser.

"Licensed residential real estate appraiser" means an individual who meets the requirements for licen-
sure for the appraisal of any residential real estate or real property of one to four family residential
units as the Board, by regulation, may permit, and such other real estate and real property as the
Board, by regulation, may permit.

This designation is identified in Title 11, § 1116 (c) of the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery and
Enforcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. § 3345 (c)) as a "state-licensed appraiser."

"Real estate" means an identified parcel or tract of land, including improvements thereon, if any.

"Real estate-related financial transaction" means any transaction involving:

1. The sale, lease, purchase, investment in or exchange of real property, including interests in prop-
erty, or the financing thereof;

2. The refinancing of real property or interests in real property; or

3. The use of real property or interests in real property as security for a loan or investment, including
mortgage-backed securities.

"Real property" means one or more defined interests, benefits or rights inherent in the ownership of
real estate.

"Regulation" means any regulations promulgated by the Real Estate Appraiser Board pursuant to the
Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).

"Residential real estate appraisal" means an appraisal conducted by a licensed residential real estate
appraiser or a certified residential real estate appraiser.

1990, c. 459; 1995, c. 327; 2018, c. 644.

§ 54.1-2010. Exemptions from licensure.
A. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:

1. A real estate broker or salesperson licensed in the Commonwealth who, in the ordinary course of
business, provides a valuation or analysis of real estate for a fee; however, such person shall not hold
himself out as a real estate appraiser, and the valuation shall not be referred to as an appraisal and
shall not be used in lieu of an appraisal performed by a licensed appraiser.

2. An officer or employee of the United States of America, or of the Commonwealth or a political sub-
division thereof, where the employee or officer is performing his official duties, provided that such indi-
vidual does not furnish advisory service for compensation to the public or act as an independent
contracting party in the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof in connection with the
appraisal of real estate or real property.
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3. Any person who, in the ordinary course of business, provides consulting services or consultative
brokerage for a fee, which services may include a valuation or analysis of real estate or standing or
severed timber; provided such consulting services or consultative brokerage shall not be referred to as
an appraisal and shall not be used in connection with obtaining a loan to finance or refinance real
property or standing or severed timber or in connection with any federally related transaction.

4. Any person who, in the regular course of business, provides services to his employer, which ser-
vices may include a valuation or analysis of real estate, provided such services shall not be referred to
as an appraisal and shall not be used in lieu of an appraisal performed by an appraiser licensed here-
under.

5. Any person, including (i) a licensed residential real estate appraiser, certified residential real estate
appraiser, or certified general real estate appraiser or (ii) an employee of a financial institution or
lender, who provides an evaluation of real estate or real property in connection with a real estate-
related financial transaction where an appraisal by a state-certified or state-licensed appraiser is not
required by the state or federal financial institution's regulatory agency engaging in, contracting for or
regulating such real estate-related financial transaction or regulating the financial institution or lender
engaged in or about to engage in such real estate-related financial transaction. The evaluations
provided by such persons shall comply with any standards imposed by the state or federal financial
institution's or lender's regulatory agencies for evaluations prepared by nonstate-certified or nonstate-
licensed appraisers.

B. Nothing contained herein shall proscribe the powers of a judge to determine who may qualify as an
expert witness to testify in any legal proceeding.

1990, c. 459; 1992, c. 68; 1995, c. 327; 1999, c. 259; 2017, cc. 258, 269.

§ 54.1-2011. Necessity for license.
A. After December 31, 1992, except as provided in § 54.1-2010 and in subsections C and E of this sec-
tion, it shall be unlawful to engage in the appraisal of real estate or real property for compensation or
valuable consideration in this Commonwealth without first obtaining a real estate appraiser's license
in accordance with Board regulations promulgated pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-
4000 et seq.).

B. After December 31, 1992, except as provided in § 54.1-2010, it shall be unlawful for any person
who is not licensed pursuant to this chapter to perform an appraisal in connection with a federally
related transaction.

C. Notwithstanding subsections A and B of this section, an individual who is not a licensed residential
real estate appraiser, a certified residential real estate appraiser, or a certified general real estate
appraiser may assist in the preparation of and sign an appraisal if:

1. The assistant is under the direct supervision of a licensed residential real estate appraiser, a cer-
tified residential real estate appraiser, or a certified general real estate appraiser; and
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2. The appraisal is reviewed, attested to be accurate and complete, and signed by such licensed res-
idential real estate appraiser, certified residential real estate appraiser, or certified general real estate
appraiser in accordance with this chapter.

D. This chapter shall not prevent or affect the practice of any profession or trade for which licensing,
certification, or registration is required under any other Virginia law.

E. A corporation, partnership, or other business entity may provide appraisal services if each appraisal
is prepared and signed by an individual licensed in accordance with this chapter and such cor-
poration, partnership, or other business entity has registered with the Board. However, any appraisal
management company that is required to be licensed under § 54.1-2021.1 shall not be required to
have an additional license under this section.

F. An appraiser engaged by an appraisal management company to perform appraisal services shall
disclose the actual fee paid to the appraiser by the appraisal management company as part of the
appraisal report. The disclosure of such fee shall not be prohibited by the appraisal management com-
pany as otherwise provided in § 54.1-2022.

1990, c. 459; 1992, c. 338; 2012, c. 405.

§ 54.1-2012. Real Estate Appraiser Board; membership; chairman; meetings; seal.
A. The Real Estate Appraiser Board shall be composed of 10 members as follows: (i) six members
shall be licensed as real estate appraisers, provided that, at all times, at least two of the appraiser
members on the Board shall be certified general real estate appraisers and one shall be a certified res-
idential real estate appraiser, and provided further, that all six appraiser members have been licensed
for a period of at least five years prior to their appointment; (ii) one member shall be an officer or
employee familiar with mortgage lending of a financial institution as defined in § 6.2-100 or an affiliate
or subsidiary thereof; (iii) one member shall be an officer or employee of an appraisal management
company; and (iv) two members shall be citizen members. The terms of Board members shall be four
years.

The appointment of appraiser members may be made from lists of at least three names each, sub-
mitted by Virginia affiliates of professional appraisal organizations that are members of the Appraisal
Foundation. The appointment of the bank or savings institution member may be made from lists of at
least three names each, submitted by the Virginia Bankers Association and the Virginia Association of
Community Banks. The appointment of the appraisal management company member may be made
from lists of at least three names each, submitted by the Virginia Bankers Association. Nominations for
appointments to regular terms shall be submitted to the Governor on or before June 1 of each year.
The Governor may notify the above organizations of any vacancy other than by expiration and like
nominations may be made for the filling of the vacancy. In no case shall the Governor be bound to
make any appointment from among the nominees.
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Notwithstanding § 54.1-200, all members of the Board, including the citizen members, shall be eligible
to participate in all matters, including decisions regarding the examination of applicants for licensure
and decisions regarding the professional competence of licensees.

The Board shall elect a chairman and a vice-chairman from its membership, provided that the chair-
man shall be an appraiser member.

The Board shall meet at least once each year, and additional meetings may be called by the chairman
or, if the chairman is incapacitated, by the vice-chairman, as deemed necessary.

The Board shall adopt a seal by which it shall authenticate its proceedings.

B. As soon as practicable, the Board shall determine the anticipated availability of licensed and cer-
tified appraisers to perform appraisals in Virginia. If, at any time, the Board determines that there is, or
will be, a scarcity of certified general real estate appraisers, certified residential real estate appraisers,
or licensed residential real estate appraisers to perform appraisals in connection with federally related
transactions in any part of Virginia that leads, or will lead, to significant delays in the performance of
such appraisals, the Board, subject to federal approval, shall extend the effective date of the licensing
requirements of this chapter to the extent permitted under any temporary waiver granted under the Fin-
ancial Institutions Reform, Recovery and Enforcement Act of 1989, as amended (12 U.S.C. § 3301 et
seq.).

1990, c. 459; 1992, c. 68; 1999, cc. 208, 505; 2010, c. 91; 2012, cc. 405, 522.

§ 54.1-2013. General powers of Real Estate Appraiser Board; regulations; educational require-
ments for licensure.
The Board shall have all of the powers of a regulatory board under Chapter 2 (§ 54.1-200 et seq.). The
Board may do all things necessary and convenient for carrying into effect the provisions of this
chapter, Chapter 20.2 (§ 54.1-2020 et seq.), and all things required or expected of a state appraiser
certifying and licensing agency under Title 11 of the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery and
Enforcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. § 3331 et seq.). The Board shall promulgate necessary reg-
ulations.

The Board shall include in its regulations educational and experience requirements as conditions for
licensure, provisions for the supervision of appraiser practices, provisions for the enforcement of stand-
ards of professional appraiser practice, and provisions for the disposition of referrals of improper
appraiser conduct from any person or any federal agency or instrumentality. This paragraph shall not
be construed to limit the powers and authority of the Board.

The Board may set different education and experience requirements for licensed residential real
estate appraisers, certified residential real estate appraisers, and certified general real estate
appraisers. All applicants for licensure under this chapter shall meet applicable educational and exper-
ience requirements prior to licensure.
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Applicants for licensure as a certified residential real estate appraiser or a certified general real estate
appraiser shall successfully complete an examination administered or approved by the Board prior to
licensure. The Board may set different examination requirements for certified residential real estate
appraisers and certified general real estate appraisers. The Board may require that licensed res-
idential real estate appraisers successfully complete an examination administered or approved by the
Board prior to licensure or prior to the renewal of an initial license.

All regulations established by the Board shall satisfy any minimum criteria that are necessary in order
that the federal financial institution's regulatory agencies recognize and accept licenses for licensed
residential real estate appraisers, certified residential real estate appraisers, certified general real
estate appraisers, and appraisal management companies issued by the Board.

1990, c. 459; 1992, c. 68; 1993, c. 539; 2010, c. 91; 2014, c. 210.

§ 54.1-2013.1. Expired.
Expired.

§ 54.1-2013.2. Practical Applications of Real Estate Appraisal Program experience accepted.
A. For purposes of this section:

"Appraisal Foundation" means the foundation incorporated as an Illinois Not for Profit Corporation on
November 30, 1987, to establish and improve uniform appraisal standards by defining, issuing, and
promoting such standards.

"Appraiser Qualifications Board" means the board created by the Appraisal Foundation to (i) establish
appropriate criteria for the certification and recertification of qualified appraisers by defining, issuing,
and promoting such qualification criteria; (ii) disseminate such qualification criteria to states, gov-
ernmental entities, and others; and (iii) develop or assist in the development of appropriate exam-
inations for qualified appraisers.

"Certified Residential PAREA Program" or "Licensed Residential PAREA Program" means a
Practical Applications of Real Estate Appraisal experience training program approved by the
Appraiser Qualifications Board that utilizes simulated experience training and serves as an alternative
to the traditional supervisor and trainee method of achieving appraisal experience.

B. The Board shall accept evidence of the successful completion of a Licensed Residential PAREA
Program or a Certified Residential PAREA Program to satisfy the experience requirements estab-
lished in Board regulations promulgated pursuant to § 54.1-2013 as a condition of licensure as a
licensed residential real estate appraiser, certified residential real estate appraiser, or certified general
real estate appraiser.

C. Applicants completing a Licensed Residential PAREA Program shall receive credit for:

1. One-hundred percent of the experience required by Board regulations as a condition of licensure as
a licensed residential real estate appraiser;
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2. Sixty-seven percent of the experience required by Board regulations as a condition of licensure as
a certified residential real estate appraiser; or

3. Thirty-three percent of the experience required by Board regulations as a condition of licensure as a
certified general real estate appraiser.

D. Applicants completing a Certified Residential PAREA Program shall receive credit for:

1. One-hundred percent of the experience required by Board regulations as a condition of licensure as
a licensed residential real estate appraiser or certified residential real estate appraiser; or

2. Fifty percent of the experience required by Board regulations as a condition of licensure as a cer-
tified general real estate appraiser.

2023, c. 106.

§ 54.1-2014. Continuing education.
The Board may establish in regulations requirements for continuing education as a prerequisite to
renewal of a license issued under this chapter. If the Board requires continuing education, the require-
ments shall include a minimum of two hours of fair housing or appraisal bias courses.

1990, c. 459; 2022, c. 118.

§ 54.1-2015. Subpoena power.
In addition to all other authority to issue subpoenas, the Board or its designees shall have the author-
ity to subpoena the records of any bank, savings institution, or credit union relating to real estate
appraisals.

1990, c. 459.

§ 54.1-2016. Additional licenses.
A. The Board may establish in regulations other categories of licensure, as well as the conditions
required for such licensure, in order to safeguard the public interest or as may be required to satisfy
any additional qualification criteria adopted by any federal agency or instrumentality.

B. Unless expressly prohibited by federal law or regulation, an individual who is certified or licensed
as a real estate appraiser in another jurisdiction may obtain a Virginia real estate appraiser's license if
(i) the Board determines that the requirements for certification or licensure, as the case may be, in
such jurisdiction are substantially equivalent to the requirements for licensure under this chapter, and
(ii) the applicant meets such other requirements as may be established by the Board.

C. In accordance with Title 11, § 1122 (a) of the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery and Enforce-
ment Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. § 3351 (a)), the Board shall adopt regulations that provide for temporary
practice in Virginia by appraisers licensed or certified by another state.

1990, c. 459.

§ 54.1-2017. Use of terms "Licensed Residential Real Estate Appraiser," "Certified Residential
Real Estate Appraiser," and "Certified General Real Estate Appraiser"; authentication of reports.
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An individual who is not licensed by the Board as a certified general real estate appraiser, a certified
residential real estate appraiser, or a licensed residential real estate appraiser shall not represent him-
self as being so licensed or use in connection with his name or place of business the term "real estate
appraiser," "general real estate appraiser," "certified general real estate appraiser," "licensed res-
idential real estate appraiser," "certified residential real estate appraiser," "state certified real estate
appraiser," "state licensed real estate appraiser," or any words, letters, abbreviations, or insignia indic-
ating or implying that he is licensed as a certified general real estate appraiser, a licensed residential
real estate appraiser, or a certified residential real estate appraiser in this Commonwealth.

Each licensed residential real estate appraiser, certified residential real estate appraiser, and certified
general real estate appraiser shall comply with the standards of professional appraisal practice and
code of ethics adopted by the Board and shall authenticate all written appraisal reports with his sig-
nature, license designation and license number.

All appraisal reports rendered in connection with federally related transactions shall be written.

1990, c. 459; 1999, c. 57.

§ 54.1-2017.1. Evaluation requirements; report.
A. Any evaluation, as defined in § 54.1-2009, shall contain the statement: "This is not an appraisal per-
formed in accordance with the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice."

B. The evaluation report may be prepared in any reporting format, provided that (i) the reporting format
meets the requirements as set forth in the Interagency Appraisal and Evaluation Guidelines pro-
mulgated by the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency et al. (75 F.R. 77450) and (ii) the evaluation
report contains sufficient information in clear and understandable language to allow a person to under-
stand the opinion of the market value of real property or real estate.

2018, c. 644.

§ 54.1-2018. Roster of appraisers.
A roster showing the names and addresses of all licensed residential real estate appraisers, certified
residential real estate appraisers, and certified general real estate appraisers shall be published annu-
ally and made available to all interested parties at a cost, as determined by the Director.

1990, c. 459.

§ 54.1-2019. Consent to suits and service of process of nonresidents; manner of service.
A. Every nonresident applicant shall file with the Board an irrevocable consent that suits and actions
may be commenced against such applicant in the proper court of any county or city of this Com-
monwealth in which a cause of action may arise or in which the plaintiff may reside, by the service of
any process or pleading authorized by the laws of this Commonwealth on the Director of the Depart-
ment of Professional and Occupational Regulation. The consent shall stipulate that such service of
process or pleadings on the Director shall be taken and held in all courts to be as valid and binding as
if due service has been made upon the applicant in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
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B. Any process or pleading served upon the Director shall be filed by the Director in his office and a
copy thereof immediately forwarded by registered mail to the main office of the licensee at the last
known address.

1990, c. 459; 1993, c. 499.

Chapter 20.2 - Real Estate Appraisal Management Companies

§ 54.1-2020. Definitions.
A. As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

"Appraisal management company" means a person or entity that (i) provides appraisal management
services to creditors or to secondary mortgage market participants, including affiliates; (ii) provides
such services in connection with valuing a consumer's principal dwelling as security for a consumer
credit transaction or incorporating such transactions into securitizations; and (iii) within a 12-month cal-
endar year, oversees an appraiser panel of more than 15 state-certified or state-licensed appraisers in
a state or 25 or more state-certified or state-licensed appraisers in two or more states. "Appraisal man-
agement company" does not include a department or division of an entity that provides appraisal man-
agement services only to that entity.

"Appraisal management services" means one or more of the following: (i) recruiting, selecting, and
retaining appraisers; (ii) contracting with state-certified or state-licensed appraisers to perform
appraisal assignments; (iii) managing the process of having an appraisal performed, including provid-
ing administrative services such as receiving appraisal orders and appraisal reports, submitting com-
pleted appraisal reports to creditors and secondary mortgage market participants, collecting fees from
creditors and secondary mortgage market participants for services provided, and paying appraisers for
services performed; and (iv) reviewing and verifying the work of appraisers.

"Appraisal services" means acting as an appraiser to provide an appraisal or appraisal review.

"Appraiser" means a person licensed or certified under § 54.1-2017 and as otherwise provided in
Chapter 20.1 (§ 54.1-2009 et seq.).

"Appraiser panel" means a network, list, or roster of licensed or certified appraisers approved by an
appraisal management company to perform appraisals as independent contractors for the appraisal
management company. Appraisers on an appraisal management company's appraiser panel include
both appraisers accepted by the appraisal management company for consideration for future
appraisal assignments in covered transactions or for secondary mortgage market participants in con-
nection with covered transactions and appraisers engaged by the appraisal management company to
perform one or more appraisals in covered transactions or for secondary mortgage market participants
in connection with covered transactions. An appraiser is an independent contractor for purposes of
this chapter if the appraiser is treated as an independent contractor by the appraisal management com-
pany for purposes of federal income taxation.

"Board" means the Virginia Real Estate Appraiser Board.



"Employee" means an individual who has an employment relationship acknowledged by both the indi-
vidual and the company and is treated as an employee for purposes of compliance with federal
income tax laws.

"Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice" means the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice adopted by the Appraisal Standards Board of the Appraisal Foundation.

B. The definitions contained in § 54.1-2009 shall be applicable except to the extent inconsistent with
the definitions contained in this chapter.

2010, c. 508; 2012, c. 405; 2018, cc. 229, 230.

§ 54.1-2021. Exemptions.
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:

1. Any agency of the federal government or any agency of the Commonwealth or local government;

2. Any person or entity that exclusively employs persons on an employer and employee basis for the
performance of appraisal services;

3. Any person or entity licensed pursuant to § 54.1-2017 that has as its primary business the per-
formance of appraisal services in the Commonwealth in accordance with Chapter 20.1 (§ 54.1-2009 et
seq.) and with the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice;

4. Any person or entity licensed pursuant to § 54.1-2017 that has as its primary business the per-
formance of appraisal services in the Commonwealth but that in the normal course of business enters
into an agreement with an independent contract appraiser for the performance of appraisal services
that the contracting entity cannot complete either because of the location or type of property in ques-
tion;

5. Any licensed real estate broker performing activities in accordance with Chapter 21 (§ 54.1-2100 et
seq.);

6. Any officer or employee of an exempt entity described in this chapter when acting in the scope of
employment for the exempt entity;

7. An appraisal management company that is a subsidiary owned and controlled by a financial insti-
tution that is subject to appraisal independence standards at least as stringent as those under the
Truth in Lending Act (15 U.S.C. § 1601 et seq.); or

8. A department or unit within a financial institution that is subject to direct regulation by an agency of
the United States government that is a member of the Federal Financial Institutions Examination Coun-
cil or its successor, or to regulation by an agency of this state, that receives a request for the per-
formance of an appraisal from one employee of the financial institution, and another employee of the
same financial institution assigns the request for the appraisal to an appraiser that is an independent
contractor to the institution, except that an appraisal management company that is a wholly owned sub-
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sidiary of a financial institution shall not be considered a department or unit within a financial insti-
tution for the purposes of this subdivision.

2010, c. 508; 2012, c. 405.

§ 54.1-2021.1. Appraisal management companies; license required; posting of bond or letter of
credit.
A. No person shall engage in business as an appraisal management company without a license
issued by the Board.

B. The Board may issue a license to do business as an appraisal management company in the Com-
monwealth to any applicant who has submitted a complete application and provides satisfactory evid-
ence that he has successfully:

1. Completed all requirements established by the Board that are consistent with this chapter and are
reasonably necessary to implement, administer, and enforce the provisions of this chapter; and

2. Certified to the Board the following information, and such other information as may be reasonably
required by the Board, regarding the person or entity seeking licensure:

a. The name of the person or entity;

b. The business address of the person or entity;

c. Phone contact information for the person or entity, and email address;

d. If the entity is not an entity domiciled in the Commonwealth, the name and contact information for
the entity's agent for service of process in the Commonwealth;

e. If the entity is not an entity domiciled in the Commonwealth, proof that the entity is properly and cur-
rently registered with the Virginia State Corporation Commission;

f. The name, address, and contact information for any person or any entity that owns 10 percent or
more of the appraisal management company;

g. The name, address, and contact information for a responsible person for the appraisal management
company located in the Commonwealth, who shall be a person or entity licensed under Chapter 20.1
(§ 54.1-2009 et seq.);

h. That any person or entity that owns any part of the appraisal management company has never had
a license to act as an appraiser refused, denied, canceled, surrendered in lieu of revocation, or
revoked by the Commonwealth or any other state;

i. That the entity has a system in place to review the work of all appraisers that may perform appraisal
services for the appraisal management company on a periodic basis to ensure that the appraisal ser-
vices are being conducted in accordance with the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal
Practice;
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j. That the entity maintains a detailed record of the following: (i) each request for an appraisal service
that the appraisal management company receives; (ii) the name of each independent appraiser that
performs the appraisal; (iii) the physical address or legal identification of the subject property; (iv) the
name of the appraisal management company's client for the appraisal; (v) the amount paid to the
appraiser; and (vi) the amount paid to the appraisal management company; and

k. That the entity has a system in place to ensure compliance with § 129E of the Truth in Lending Act
(15 U.S.C. § 1601 et seq.).

C. Any person that owns 10 percent or more of an appraisal management company and any con-
trolling person of an appraisal management company seeking to be licensed pursuant to this chapter
shall be of good moral character, as determined by the Board, and shall submit to a background invest-
igation, as determined by the Board.

D. In addition to the filing fee, each applicant for licensure shall post either a bond or a letter of credit
as follows:

1. If a bond is posted, the bond shall (i) be in the amount of $100,000 or any other amount as set by
regulation of the Board, (ii) be in a form prescribed by regulation of the Board, and (iii) accrue to the
Commonwealth for the benefit of (a) a claimant against the licensee to secure the faithful performance
of the licensee's obligations under this chapter or (b) an appraiser who has performed an appraisal for
the licensee for which the appraiser has not been paid. The aggregate liability of the surety shall not
exceed the principal sum of the bond. A party having a claim against the licensee may bring suit dir-
ectly on the surety bond. When a claimant or an appraiser is awarded a final judgment in a court of
competent jurisdiction against a licensee of this section for the licensee's failure to faithfully perform its
obligations under this chapter or failure to pay an appraiser who performed an appraisal, the claimant
or the appraiser may file a claim with the Board for a directive ordering payment from the bond issuer
of the amount of the judgment, court costs and reasonable attorney fees as awarded by the court.
Such claim shall be filed with the Board no later than 12 months after the judgment becomes final.
Upon receipt of the claim against the licensee, the Board may cause its own investigation to be con-
ducted. The amount of the bond shall be restored by the licensee to the full amount required within 15
days after the payment of any claim on the bond. If the licensee fails to restore the full amount of the
bond, the Board shall immediately revoke the license of the licensee whose conduct resulted in pay-
ment from the bond.

2. If a letter of credit is posted, the letter of credit shall (i) be in the amount of $100,000 or any other
amount as set by regulation of the Board, (ii) be irrevocable and in a form approved by the Board, pay-
able to the Department of Professional Occupational Regulation, and (iii) be for the use and the bene-
fit of (a) a claimant against the licensee to secure the faithful performance of the licensee's obligations
under this chapter or (b) an appraiser who has performed an appraisal for the licensee for which the
appraiser has not been paid. The aggregate liability on the letter of credit shall not exceed the prin-
cipal sum of the letter of credit. When a claimant or an appraiser is awarded a final judgment in a court



of competent jurisdiction against a licensee of this section for the licensee's failure to faithfully perform
its obligations under this chapter or failure to pay an appraiser who performed an appraisal, the
claimant or the appraiser may file a claim with the Board for a directive ordering payment from the
issuer of the letter of credit of the amount of the judgment, court costs and reasonable attorney fees as
awarded by the court. Such claim shall be filed with the Board no later than 12 months after the judg-
ment becomes final. Upon receipt of the claim against the licensee, the Board may cause its own
investigation to be conducted. Upon a draw against a letter of credit, the licensee shall provide a new
letter of credit in the amount required by this subdivision within 15 days after payment of any claim on
the letter of credit. If the licensee fails to restore the full amount of the letter of credit, the Board shall
immediately revoke the license of the licensee whose conduct resulted in payment from the bond.

2012, c. 405; 2014, c. 210; 2018, cc. 229, 230.

§ 54.1-2022. Appraisal management companies.
A. An appraisal management company shall not enter into any contracts or agreements with an inde-
pendent appraiser for the performance of real estate appraisal services unless the independent
appraiser is licensed to provide that service under § 54.1-2017 and as otherwise provided in Chapter
20.1 (§ 54.1-2009 et seq.).

B. The appraisal management company shall not prohibit an appraiser from disclosing in the
appraisal report the actual fees charged by an appraiser for appraisal services, and shall otherwise
comply with any applicable requirements of federal law including the requirements of the United
States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

C. No employee, director, officer, or agent of an appraisal management company shall influence or
attempt to influence the development, reporting, result, or review of a real estate appraisal through
coercion, extortion, collusion, compensation, inducement, intimidation, bribery, or in any other manner,
including:

1. Withholding or threatening to withhold timely payment for a real estate appraisal report;

2. Withholding or threatening to withhold future business from a real estate appraiser or demoting or
terminating or threatening to demote or terminate a real estate appraiser;

3. Expressly or impliedly promising future business, promotions, or increased compensation for a real
estate appraiser;

4. Conditioning the ordering of a real estate appraisal report or the payment of a real estate appraisal
fee, salary, or bonus on the opinion, conclusion, or valuation to be reached or on a preliminary estim-
ate requested from a real estate appraiser;

5. Requesting or requiring that a real estate appraiser provide an estimated, predetermined, or desired
valuation in a real estate appraisal report or provide estimated values or comparable sales at any time
before the appraiser's completion of the appraisal report;
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6. Providing to a real estate appraiser an anticipated, estimated, encouraged, or desired value for a
subject property or a proposed or targeted amount to be loaned to the borrower. However, a real
estate appraiser may be provided with a copy of the sales contract for purchase transactions;

7. Allowing the removal of a real estate appraiser from a list of qualified appraisers used by any entity
without prior written notice to the appraiser. The notice shall include written evidence of the
appraiser's illegal conduct, substandard performance, or otherwise improper or unprofessional beha-
vior or any violation of the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice or licensing stand-
ards for appraisers in the Commonwealth; or

8. Any other act or practice that impairs or attempts to impair a real estate appraiser's independence,
objectivity, or impartiality.

D. The appraisal management company shall not engage in any of the following:

1. Requesting or requiring a real estate appraiser to collect a fee from the borrower, homeowner, or
any other person in the provision of real estate appraisal services;

2. Altering, modifying, or otherwise changing a completed appraisal report submitted by an inde-
pendent appraiser without the appraiser's written knowledge and consent;

3. Use an appraisal report submitted by an independent appraiser for any other transaction, purpose
or use other than for that which the appraisal was prepared; however, nothing in this section shall be
construed as prohibiting an appraisal management company from providing a copy of the appraisal to
a federal or state agency in the normal course of business or when providing a copy of the appraisal is
otherwise required by law;

4. Requesting or requiring an appraiser to sign any indemnification agreement that would require the
appraiser to defend and hold harmless the appraisal management company or any of its agents,
employees or independent contractors for any liability, damage, losses, or claims arising out of the ser-
vices performed by the appraisal management company or its agents, employees or independent con-
tractors and not the services performed by the appraiser; or

5. Requesting or requiring an appraiser to provide the company with the appraiser's digital signature
or seal.

E. Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting an appraisal management company from
requesting that a real estate appraiser:

1. Consider additional appropriate property information;

2. Provide further detail, substantiation, or explanation for the real estate appraiser's value conclusion;
or

3. Correct errors in the real estate appraisal report.

2010, c. 508; 2012, c. 405; 2013, c. 353.

§ 54.1-2022.1. Appraiser compensation.
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A. An appraisal management company shall compensate appraisers in compliance with § 129E(i) of
the federal Truth in Lending Act (15 U.S.C. § 1601 et seq.) and regulations promulgated thereunder.

B. Except in the case of breach of contract or noncompliance with the conditions of the engagement or
performance of services that violates the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice, an
appraisal management company shall compensate the appraiser within 30 days of the initial delivery
by the appraiser of the completed appraisal report.

2015, c. 422; 2017, c. 666.

§ 54.1-2023. Penalty.
In addition to the powers vested in the Board, in any action brought under this chapter, if a court finds
that a person has willfully engaged in an act or practice in violation of this chapter, the Attorney Gen-
eral, the attorney for the Commonwealth, or the attorney for the locality may recover for the Literary
Fund, upon petition to the court, a civil penalty of not more than $10,000 per violation. For purposes of
this section, prima facie evidence of a willful violation may be shown when the Attorney General, the
attorney for the Commonwealth, or the attorney for the locality notifies the alleged violator by certified
mail that an act or practice is a violation of this chapter and the alleged violator, after receipt of the
notice, continues to engage in the act or practice.

Violations of this chapter shall constitute separate and distinct offenses. If the acts or activities viol-
ating this chapter also violate another provision of law, an action brought under this chapter shall not
prohibit or bar any prosecution or proceeding under such other provision or the imposition or any pen-
alties provided for thereby.

2010, c. 508; 2012, c. 405.

Chapter 21 - REAL ESTATE BROKERS, SALES PERSONS AND RENTAL
LOCATION AGENTS

Article 1 - Regulation of Real Estate Brokers, Salespersons and Rental Location
Agents

§ 54.1-2100. Definitions.
As used in this chapter:

"Distance learning" means instruction delivered by an approved provider through a medium other than
a classroom setting. Such courses shall be those offered by an accredited institution of higher edu-
cation, high school offering adult distributive education courses, other school or educational insti-
tution, or real estate professional association or related entities.

"Real estate broker" means any individual or business entity, including a partnership, association, cor-
poration, or limited liability company, who, for compensation or valuable consideration, (i) sells or
offers for sale, buys or offers to buy, or negotiates the purchase or sale or exchange of real estate,
including units or interest in condominiums, cooperative interest as defined in § 55.1-2100, or time-
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shares in a time-share program even though they may be deemed to be securities or (ii) leases or
offers to lease, or rents or offers for rent, any real estate or the improvements thereon for others.

"Real estate team" means two or more individuals, one or more of whom is a real estate salesperson
or broker, who (i) work together as a unit within the same brokerage firm, (ii) represent themselves to
the public as working together as one unit, and (iii) designate themselves by a fictitious name.

"Supervising broker" means a real estate broker who has been designated by a principal broker to
supervise the provision of real estate brokerage services by associate brokers and salespersons
assigned to a branch office or a real estate team.

Code 1950, § 54-730; 1974, c. 409; 1982, c. 440; 1984, c. 283; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 993; 2001, c.
548; 2007, c. 809; 2018, cc. 223, 224.

§ 54.1-2101. Real estate salesperson defined.
For the purposes of this chapter, "real estate salesperson" means any individual, or business entity,
who for compensation or valuable consideration is employed either directly or indirectly by, or affil-
iated as an independent contractor with, a real estate broker, to sell or offer to sell, or to buy or offer to
buy, or to negotiate the purchase, sale or exchange of real estate, or to lease, rent or offer for rent any
real estate, or to negotiate leases thereof, or of the improvements thereon.

Code 1950, § 54-731; 1974, c. 685; 1978, c. 138; 1984, c. 201; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 84; 1996, c. 993;
2018, cc. 223, 224.

§ 54.1-2101.1. Preparation of real estate contracts by real estate licensees; translation.
Notwithstanding any rule of court to the contrary, any person licensed under this chapter may prepare
written contracts for the sale, purchase, option, exchange, or rental of real estate, provided that the pre-
paration of such contracts is incidental to a real estate transaction in which the licensee (i) is involved
and (ii) does not charge a separate fee for preparing the contracts.

If a party to a real estate transaction requests translation of a contract or other real estate document
from the English language to another language, a licensee may assist such party in obtaining a trans-
lator or may refer such party to an electronic translation service. The licensee shall not charge a fee for
such assistance or referral. In doing so, the licensee shall not be deemed to have breached any of his
obligations under this chapter or otherwise become liable for any inaccuracies in the translation.

1997, cc. 200, 231; 2018, cc. 39, 87.

§ 54.1-2102. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1992, c. 84.

§ 54.1-2103. Exemptions from chapter.
A. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:

1. Any person, partnership, association, corporation, entity, or their regular employees, who as owner
or lessor perform any of the acts enumerated in §§ 54.1-2100 and 54.1-2101 with reference to property
owned or leased by them, where the acts are performed in the regular course of or incident to the
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management of the property and the investment therein. For property governed by the Virginia Real
Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.), the term "owner" for purposes of this subdivision shall
include affiliated entities, provided that (i) the owner has a controlling interest in the affiliated entity or
(ii) the affiliated entity and the owner have a common parent company;

2. Any person acting without compensation as attorney-in-fact under a power of attorney issued by a
property owner solely for the purpose of authorizing the final performance required of such owner
under a contract for the sale, lease, purchase, or exchange of real estate;

3. Service rendered by an attorney-at-law in the performance of his duties as such;

4. A person acting as a receiver, trustee in bankruptcy, administrator or executor, or any person selling
real estate under order of any court;

5. A trustee acting under a trust agreement, deed of trust, or will, or the regular salaried employees
thereof;

6. Any corporation managing rental housing when the officers, directors, and members in the own-
ership corporation and the management corporation are the same and the management corporation
manages no other property for other persons, partnerships, associations, or corporations;

7. Any existing tenant of a residential dwelling unit who refers a prospective tenant to the owner of the
unit or to the owner's duly authorized agent or employee and for the referral receives, or is offered, a
referral fee from the owner, agent or employee;

8. Any auctioneer licensed in accordance with Chapter 6 (§ 54.1-600 et seq.) of this title selling real
estate at public auction when employed for such purpose by the owner of the real estate and provided
the bidding at such auction is held open for no longer than forty-eight hours. An auctioneer shall not
advertise that he is authorized to sell real estate. An auctioneer may advertise for sale at public auc-
tion any real estate when employed to do so as herein provided, and may advertise that he is author-
ized to auction real estate at public auction;

9. [Expired.]

10. Any person who is licensed and is in good standing as a real estate broker or salesperson in
another state, and who assists a prospective purchaser, tenant, optionee, or licensee located in
another state to purchase, lease, option, or license an interest in commercial real estate, as defined in
§ 55.1-1100, in the Commonwealth. Such real estate licensee from another state may be com-
pensated by a real estate broker in the Commonwealth. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed
to permit any person not licensed and in good standing as a real estate broker or salesperson in the
Commonwealth to otherwise act as a real estate broker or salesperson under this chapter.

B. The provisions of this chapter shall not prohibit the selling of real estate (i) by an attorney-at-law in
the performance of his duties as such, (ii) by a receiver, trustee in bankruptcy, administrator or
executor, a special commissioner or any person selling real estate under order of court, or (iii) by a



trustee acting under the trust agreement, deed of trust or will, or the regular salaried employees
thereof.

C. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any salaried person employed by a licensed real
estate broker for and on behalf of the owner of any real estate or the improvements thereon which the
licensed broker has contracted to manage for the owner if the actions of such salaried employee are
limited to (i) exhibiting residential units on such real estate to prospective tenants, if the employee is
employed on the premises of such real estate; (ii) providing prospective tenants with factual inform-
ation about the lease of residential real estate; (iii) accepting applications for lease of such real estate;
and (iv) accepting security deposits and rentals for such real estate. Such deposits and rentals shall
be made payable to the owner or the broker employed by such owner. The salaried employee shall
not negotiate the amounts of such security deposits or rentals and shall not negotiate any leases on
behalf of such owner or broker.

D. A licensee of the Board shall comply with the Board's regulations, notwithstanding the fact that the
licensee would be otherwise exempt from licensure under subsection A. Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed to require a person to be licensed in accordance with this chapter if he would be
otherwise exempt from such licensure.

E. An attorney-at-law referring a client to a licensee shall not be entitled to receive any compensation
from a listing firm or offered by a common source information company to cooperating brokers, unless
the attorney is also licensed under this chapter as a real estate broker or salesperson.

Code 1950, § 54-734; 1972, c. 324; 1973, cc. 487, 527; 1975, c. 238; 1980, c. 127; 1982, cc. 633, 682;
1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 84; 1993, cc. 816, 899; 1995, c. 227; 1998, cc. 261, 262; 2001, Sp. Sess. I, c. 9;
2009, cc. 88, 262; 2015, cc. 24, 272.

§ 54.1-2104. Real Estate Board; membership; chairman; seal.
The Real Estate Board shall be composed of nine members as follows: seven members who have
been licensed real estate brokers or salespersons for at least five consecutive years before their
appointment and two citizen members. The terms of Board members shall be four years.

The Board shall elect a chairman from its membership.

The Board shall adopt a seal by which it shall authenticate its proceedings.

Code 1950, §§ 54-737, 54-738, 54-739, 54-744; 1956, c. 145; 1981, c. 447; 1984, c. 201; 1985, c. 448;
1988, cc. 42, 765; 1992, c. 809; 2010, c. 91.

§ 54.1-2105. General powers of Real Estate Board; regulations; educational and experience
requirements for licensure.
A. The Board may do all things necessary and convenient for carrying into effect the provisions of this
chapter and may promulgate necessary regulations.

B. The Board shall adopt regulations establishing minimum educational requirements as conditions
for licensure. Board regulations relating to initial licensure shall include the following requirements:
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1. Every applicant for an initial license as a real estate salesperson shall have:

a. At a minimum, a high school diploma or its equivalent; and

b. Completed a course in the principles of real estate that carried an academic credit of at least four
semester hours, but not less than 60 hours of classroom, correspondence, or other distance learning
instruction, offered by an accredited institution of higher education, high school offering adult dis-
tributive education courses, or other school or educational institution offering an equivalent course.

2. Every applicant for an initial license as a real estate broker shall have:

a. At a minimum, a high school diploma or its equivalent; and

b. Completed not less than 12 semester hours of classroom or correspondence or other distance learn-
ing instruction in real estate courses offered by an accredited institution of higher education or other
school or educational institution offering equivalent courses.

3. Every applicant for a license by reciprocity as a real estate salesperson or real estate broker shall
have:

a. Completed a course in the principles of real estate that is comparable in content and duration and
scope to that required in subdivision 1 or 12 semester hours of classroom or correspondence or other
distance learning instruction in real estate courses that are comparable in content and duration and
scope to that required in subdivision 2; and

b. If currently licensed by another state as a real estate salesperson or broker, passed Virginia's exam-
ination.

C. The Board may waive any requirement under the regulations relating to education or experience
when the broker or salesperson is found to have education or experience equivalent to that required.
No regulation imposing educational requirements for initial licensure beyond those specified by law
shall apply to any person who was licensed prior to July 1, 1975, and who has been continuously
licensed since that time, except that licensure as a salesperson prior to such time shall not exempt a
salesperson who seeks to be licensed as a broker from the educational requirements established for
brokers.

D. The Board shall establish criteria to ensure that prelicensure and broker licensure courses meet the
standards of quality deemed by the Board to be necessary to protect the public interests. For cor-
respondence and other distance learning instruction offered by an approved provider, such criteria
may include appropriate testing procedures. The Board may establish procedures to ensure the qual-
ity of the courses.

Noncollegiate institutions shall not be authorized to grant collegiate semester hours for academic
credit.

The specific content of the real estate courses shall be in real estate brokerage, real estate finance,
real estate appraisal, real estate law, and such related subjects as are approved by the Board.



E. The Board may establish criteria delineating the permitted activities of unlicensed individuals
employed by, or affiliated as an independent contractor with, real estate licensees or under the super-
vision of a real estate broker.

F. The Board may take a disciplinary case against a licensee under advisement, defer a finding in
such case, and dismiss such action upon terms and conditions set by the Board.

Code 1950, § 54-740; 1974, c. 663; 1977, c. 3; 1980, c. 571; 1981, c. 117; 1984, cc. 201, 283; 1985, c.
116; 1988, cc. 9, 765; 1989, c. 244; 1991, c. 576; 1992, cc. 65, 446, 624, 717; 1995, c. 125; 1996, cc.
890, 903; 1997, c. 389; 1998, c. 268; 2000, c. 759; 2003, cc. 998, 1027; 2006, cc. 61, 627; 2007, c.
809; 2010, cc. 373, 637; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334; 2019, cc. 179, 395.

§ 54.1-2105.01. Educational requirements for all salespersons within one year of licensure.
A. The Board shall establish guidelines for a post-license educational curriculum of at least 30 hours
of classroom, or correspondence or other distance learning, instruction, in specified areas, which shall
be required of all salespersons within the initial year of licensure. Failure of a new licensee to com-
plete the 30-hour post-licensure curriculum within one year from the last day of the month in which his
license was issued shall result in the license being placed on inactive status by the Board until the cur-
riculum has been completed.

B. To establish the guidelines required by this section, the Board shall establish an industry advisory
group composed of representatives of the practices of (i) residential real estate, (ii) commercial real
estate, and (iii) property management. The industry advisory group shall consist of licensed real estate
salespersons and real estate brokers who shall be appointed by and shall meet at the direction of the
Board to update the guidelines. The Board shall review and may approve educational curricula
developed by an approved school or other provider of real estate education authorized by this chapter.
The industry advisory group shall serve at no cost to the Board.

C. The curricula for new licensees shall include topics that new licensees need to know in their prac-
tices, including contract writing, handling customer deposits, listing property, leasing property, agency,
current industry issues and trends, flood hazard areas and the National Flood Insurance Program,
property owners' and condominium association law, landlord-tenant law, Board regulations, real
estate-related finance, and such other topics as designated by the Board. The post-licensure edu-
cation requirements of this section for new licensees shall be in lieu of the continuing education
requirements otherwise specified in this chapter and Board regulations.

2007, c. 809; 2011, c. 461; 2015, c. 692; 2018, cc. 60, 86.

§ 54.1-2105.02. Regulation of real estate education providers and courses.
A. The Board may regulate any school that is established to offer real estate courses except such
schools as are regulated by another state agency. Such authority shall include, but not be limited to,
qualification of instructors, approval of course curricula, and requirement that such schools submit
evidence of financial responsibility to ensure that these schools protect the public health, safety, and
welfare.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0125
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0890
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0903
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0389
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0268
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0759
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0998
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP1027
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0061
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0627
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0809
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0373
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0637
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0750
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0334
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0179
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0395
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0809
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?111+ful+CHAP0461
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0692
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0060
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0086


B. Board regulations shall include a procedure for processing applications of educational institutions,
real estate professional associations, or related entities, to provide continuing education courses,
which procedure, at a minimum, shall (i) provide for a broad range of subject matters suitable for the
continuing education of licensed professionals in a multifamily residential and commercial office, as
well as single-family residential, sales, leasing and property management; (ii) acknowledge, in writing,
receipt of such applications within 10 calendar days after receipt; and (iii) provide written notification to
the applicant, within 75 calendar days of receipt of the application, whether the application has been
approved or disapproved, and if disapproved, the reasons therefor. In addition, the Board shall pre-
pare a comprehensive listing of courses, pre-approved by the Board, related to the professional com-
petency requirements for the multifamily residential and commercial office industries.

Board regulations shall include criteria for evaluating and approving continuing education course cred-
its and for awarding credit hours for such courses, as well as procedures for ensuring the quality of
real estate courses. The Board shall approve recommended course titles, content, and hours of con-
tinuing education credit developed and published by national professional real estate trade asso-
ciations, unless the Board determines in writing that such titles, content, or credit hours should not be
approved and specifies the reasons therefor.

2007, c. 809.

§ 54.1-2105.03. Continuing education; relicensure of brokers and salespersons.
A. Board regulations shall include educational requirements as a condition for relicensure of brokers
and salespersons to whom active licenses have been issued by the Board beyond those now spe-
cified by law as conditions for licensure.

1. Brokers to whom active licenses have been issued by the Board shall be required to satisfactorily
complete courses of not less than 24 hours of classroom or correspondence or other distance learning
instruction during each licensing term. Of the total 24 hours, the curriculum shall consist of:

a. A minimum of eight required hours to include at least three hours of ethics and standards of con-
duct, two hours of fair housing, and the remaining three hours of legal updates and emerging trends,
flood hazard areas and the National Flood Insurance Program, real estate agency, and real estate con-
tracts;

b. A minimum of eight hours of courses relating to supervision and management of real estate agents
and the management of real estate brokerage firms as are approved by the Board, two hours of which
shall include an overview of the broker supervision requirements under this chapter and the Board reg-
ulations; and

c. Eight hours of general elective courses as are approved by the Board.

The Board may, on a year-by-year basis, adjust the required hours and course topics specified in this
subdivision for the next succeeding year, applicable to a licensee in the next renewal period for his
license, including the addition of topics deemed by the Board to be essential. Such designation or
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adjustment by the Board shall be made prior to September 1 of any given calendar year. The action of
the Board in making such adjustment shall be subject to § 2.2-4012.1.

The fair housing requirements shall include an update on current cases and administrative decisions
under fair housing laws. If the licensee submits a notarized affidavit to the Board that certifies that he
does not practice residential real estate and shall not do so during the licensing term, training in fair
housing shall not be required; instead, such licensee shall receive training in other applicable federal
and state discrimination laws and regulations.

2. Salespersons to whom active licenses have been issued by the Board shall be required to sat-
isfactorily complete courses of not less than 16 hours of classroom or correspondence or other dis-
tance learning instruction during each licensing term. Of the total 16 hours, the curriculum shall consist
of:

a. A minimum of eight required hours to include at least three hours of ethics and standards of con-
duct, two hours of fair housing, and the remaining three hours of legal updates and emerging trends,
real estate agency, real estate contracts, and flood hazard areas and the National Flood Insurance
Program; and

b. Eight hours of general elective courses as are approved by the Board.

The Board may, on a year-by-year basis, readjust the required hours and course topics specified in
this subdivision for the next succeeding year, applicable to a licensee in the next renewal period for
his license, including the addition of topics deemed by the Board to be essential. Such designation or
adjustment by the Board shall be made prior to September 1 of any given calendar year. The action of
the Board in making such adjustment shall be subject to § 2.2-4012.1.

3. The Board shall approve a continuing education curriculum of not less than three hours, and as of
July 1, 2012, every applicant for relicensure as an active broker or salesperson shall complete at a
minimum one three-hour continuing education course on the changes to residential standard agency
effective as of July 1, 2011, to Article 3 (§ 54.1-2130 et seq.) prior to renewal or reinstatement of his
license. If the licensee submits a notarized affidavit to the Board that certifies that he does not practice
residential real estate and shall not do so during the licensing term, training in residential rep-
resentation shall not be required. A licensee who takes one three-hour continuing education class on
residential representation shall satisfy the requirements for continuing education and may, but shall
not be required to, take any further continuing education on residential standard agency.

The fair housing requirements shall include an update on current cases and administrative decisions
under fair housing laws. If the licensee submits a notarized affidavit to the Board that certifies that he
does not practice residential real estate and shall not do so during the licensing term, training in fair
housing shall not be required; instead, such licensee shall receive training in other applicable federal
and state discrimination laws and regulations.



4. For correspondence and other distance learning instruction offered by an approved provider, the
Board shall establish the appropriate testing procedures to verify completion of the course and require
the licensee to file a notarized affidavit certifying compliance with the course requirements. The Board
may establish procedures to ensure the quality of the courses. The Board shall not require testing for
continuing education courses completed through classroom instruction.

B. Every applicant for relicensure as an active salesperson or broker shall complete the continuing
education requirements prior to each renewal or reinstatement of his license. The continuing edu-
cation requirement shall also apply to inactive licensees who make application for an active license.
Notwithstanding this requirement, military personnel called to active duty in the armed forces of the
United States may complete the required continuing education within six months of their release from
active duty.

C. The Board shall establish procedures for the carryover of continuing education credits completed
by licensees from the licensee's current license period to the licensee's next renewal period.

D. The Board may grant exemptions or waive or reduce the number of continuing education hours
required in cases of certified illness or undue hardship as demonstrated to the Board.

2007, c. 809; 2011, c. 461; 2012, c. 750; 2015, c. 692; 2016, c. 334; 2018, cc. 60, 86.

§ 54.1-2105.04. Education requirements; reactivation of licenses; waiver.
A. Board regulations shall include remedial educational requirements for any salesperson or broker
who has been inactive for more than three years. The regulations shall require the applicant to meet
the educational requirements for a salesperson or broker in effect at the time either becomes active.

B. When the license has been inactive for more than three years, the Board may waive the edu-
cational requirements for reactivation of a license under the following conditions: (i) during the time the
license has been inactive, the holder of such inactive license has been engaged in an occupation
whereby the knowledge of real estate would be retained or (ii) the holder of such license is a member
or the spouse of a member of the armed forces of the United States who has been permanently
assigned outside Virginia for a portion of the time the license has been inactive, and the holder of the
inactive license remained current in the field of real estate and demonstrates this fact to the sat-
isfaction of the Board.

C. The Board or its agent shall require proof of identity prior to an applicant taking the state exam-
ination.

2007, c. 809.

§ 54.1-2105.1. (Effective until January 1, 2023) Other powers and duties of the Real Estate Board.
In addition to the provisions of §§ 54.1-2105.01 through 54.1-2105.04, the Board shall:

1. Develop a residential property disclosure statement form for use in accordance with the provisions
of the Virginia Residential Property Disclosure Act (§ 55.1-700 et seq.) and maintain such statement
on its website. The Board shall also develop and maintain on its website a one-page form to be
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signed by the parties acknowledging that the purchaser has been advised of the disclosures listed in
the residential property disclosure statement located on the Board's website; and

2. Inform licensed brokers, in a manner deemed appropriate by the Board, of the broker's ability to des-
ignate an agent pursuant to § 54.1-2109 in the event of the broker's death or disability.

1993, c. 958; 2000, c. 759; 2007, cc. 265, 809; 2008, cc. 851, 871; 2011, c. 461; 2014, cc. 24, 705;
2018, cc. 60, 86; 2020, c. 749.

§ 54.1-2105.1. (Effective January 1, 2023) Other powers and duties of the Real Estate Board.
In addition to the provisions of §§ 54.1-2105.01 through 54.1-2105.04, the Board shall:

1. Develop a residential property disclosure statement form for use in accordance with the provisions
of the Virginia Residential Property Disclosure Act (§ 55.1-700 et seq.) and maintain such statement
on its website. The Board shall also develop and maintain on its website a one-page form to be
signed by the parties acknowledging that the purchaser has been advised of the disclosures listed in
the residential property disclosure statement located on the Board's website; and

2. Inform licensed brokers, in a manner deemed appropriate by the Board, of the broker's requirement,
pursuant to § 54.1-2109, to designate another licensed broker to carry on the business for up to 180
days for the sole purpose of concluding the business of such designating broker in the event of the
designating broker's death or disability.

1993, c. 958; 2000, c. 759; 2007, cc. 265, 809; 2008, cc. 851, 871; 2011, c. 461; 2014, cc. 24, 705;
2018, cc. 60, 86; 2020, c. 749; 2022, c. 725.

§ 54.1-2105.2. Cease and desist orders for unlicensed activity; civil penalty.
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Board may issue an order requiring any person to
cease and desist from acting as a real estate broker or salesperson when such person is not licensed
by the Board in accordance with this chapter. The order shall be effective upon its entry and shall
become final unless such person files an appeal with the Board in accordance with the Administrative
Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.) within 21 days of the date of entry of the order.

B. If the person fails to cease and desist the unlicensed activity after entry of an order in accordance
with subsection A, the Board may refer the matter for enforcement pursuant to § 54.1-306.

C. Any person engaging in unlicensed activity shall be subject to further proceedings before the Board
and the Board may impose a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000 for any real estate transaction or the
compensation received from any such real estate transaction, whichever is greater. Any penalties col-
lected under this section shall be paid to the Literary Fund after deduction of the administrative costs
of the Board in furtherance of this section.

2005, c. 437.

§ 54.1-2106. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1996, c. 993.

§ 54.1-2106.1. Licenses required.
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A. No business entity, other than a sole proprietorship, shall act, offer to act, or advertise to act, as a
real estate firm without a real estate firm license from the Board. Such firm may be granted a license in
a fictitious name. No business entity shall be granted a firm license unless (i) every managing member
of a limited liability company, officer of a corporation, partner within a partnership, or associate within
an association who actively participates in the firm brokerage business holds a license as a real
estate broker; and (ii) every employee or independent contractor who acts as a salesperson for such
business entity holds a license as a real estate salesperson or broker. An individual holding a broker's
license may operate a real estate brokerage firm which he owns as a sole proprietorship without any
further licensure by the Board, although such individual shall not operate the brokerage firm in a fic-
titious name. However, nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit a broker operating a brokerage
firm from having a business entity separate from the brokerage firm for such broker's own real estate
business, provided that such separate business entity otherwise complies with this section. A non-
broker-owned sole proprietorship shall obtain a license from the Board.

B. No individual shall act as a broker without a real estate broker's license from the Board. An indi-
vidual who holds a broker's license may act as a salesperson for another broker. A broker may be an
owner, member, or officer of a business entity salesperson as defined in subsection C.

C. No individual shall act as a salesperson without a salesperson's license from the Board. A busi-
ness entity may act as a salesperson with a separate business entity salesperson's license from the
Board. No business entity shall be granted a business entity salesperson's license unless every
owner or officer who actively participates in the brokerage business of such entity holds a license as a
salesperson or broker from the Board. The Board shall establish standards in its regulations for the
names of business entity salespersons when more than one licensee is an owner or officer.

D. No group of individuals consisting of one or more real estate brokers or real estate salespersons, or
a combination thereof, shall act as a real estate team without first obtaining a business entity sales-
person's license from the Board. A real estate team may hire one or more unlicensed assistants, as
employees or independent contractors, as otherwise provided by law.

E. If any principal broker maintains more than one place of business within the Commonwealth, such
principal broker shall be required to obtain a branch office license from the Board for each place of
business maintained. A copy of the branch office license shall be kept on the premises of the branch
office.

1996, c. 993; 1998, c. 265; 1999, cc. 82, 105; 2008, c. 319; 2012, c. 750; 2018, cc. 223, 224; 2019, cc.
179, 395.

§ 54.1-2106.2. Certification of audit on renewal of firm or sole proprietorship license.
When submitting a renewal of any firm or sole proprietorship license, the principal broker or super-
vising broker of the firm shall certify that he has audited or has caused to be audited the operations,
policies, and procedures of the firm to assure compliance with the provisions of this chapter and with
regulations adopted by the Board. Such audit shall be conducted at least once during each term of
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licensure, and the completed audit form developed by the Board, signed by the principal or super-
vising broker, shall be kept on the premises of the firm or sole proprietorship and shall be produced for
inspection or copying upon request by an authorized agent of the Board.

2012, c. 750.

§ 54.1-2107. Certain action to constitute real estate broker or salesperson.
One act for compensation or valuable consideration of buying or selling real estate of or for another, or
offering for another to buy or sell or exchange real estate, or leasing, or renting, or offering to rent real
estate, except as specifically excepted in § 54.1-2103, shall constitute the person, firm, partnership,
copartnership, association or corporation, performing, offering or attempting to perform any of the acts
enumerated above, a real estate broker or real estate salesperson.

Code 1950, § 54-732; 1984, c. 201; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2108. Protection of escrow funds, etc., held by broker.
No licensee or any agent of the licensee shall divert or misuse any funds held in escrow or otherwise
held by him for another. Where escrow funds or other funds are held by the licensee or his agents and
the Real Estate Board or its agents have reason to believe that the licensee is not able to adequately
protect the interests of persons involved, or his conduct threatens their interests, the Board shall file a
petition with any court of record having equity jurisdiction over the licensee or any of the funds held by
him stating the facts upon which it relies. The court may temporarily enjoin further activity by the
licensee and take such further action as shall be necessary to conserve, protect and disburse the
funds involved, including the appointment of a receiver. If a receiver is appointed his expenses and a
reasonable fee as determined by the court shall be paid by the licensee. If the court finds him unable
to make such payment, the Board shall determine whether the expenses and fees shall be paid from
the Virginia Real Estate Transaction Recovery Fund or from funds received by the Board. Such
determination shall be made within thirty days of the Board's receipt of the court-approved receiver
invoices. If the court finds that the licensee was without fault and that he is found not to have violated
any provisions of this chapter or of the regulations of the Board, then the receiver's expenses and fees
shall be paid by the Board. Such payments shall be paid from funds received by the Board.

1973, c. 487, § 54-764.5; 1988, c. 765; 1997, c. 82; 1998, c. 29.

§ 54.1-2108.1. Protection of escrow funds, etc., held by a real estate broker in the event of fore-
closure of real property; required deposits.
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law:

1. If a licensed real estate broker or an agent of such licensee is holding escrow funds for the owner of
real property and such property is foreclosed upon, the licensee or agent shall have the right to file an
interpleader action pursuant to § 16.1-77.

2. If a single-family residential dwelling unit is foreclosed upon, and at the date of the foreclosure sale
there is a real estate purchase contract to buy such property and such contract provides that the earn-
est money deposit held in escrow by a licensee shall be paid to a party to the contract in the event of a
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termination of the real estate purchase contract, the foreclosure shall be deemed a termination of the
real estate purchase contract and the licensee or an agent of the licensee may, absent any default on
the part of the purchaser, disburse the earnest money deposit to the purchaser pursuant to such pro-
visions of the real estate purchase contract without further consent from, or notice to, the parties.

3. If a single-family residential dwelling unit is foreclosed upon and there is a tenant in the dwelling
unit on the date of the foreclosure sale and the landlord is holding a security deposit of the tenant, the
landlord shall handle the security deposit in accordance with applicable law, which requires the
holder of the landlord's interest in the dwelling unit at the time of termination of tenancy to return any
security deposit and any accrued interest that is duly owed to the tenant, whether or not such security
deposit is transferred with the landlord's interest by law or equity, and regardless of any contractual
agreements between the original landlord and his successors in interest. Nothing herein shall be con-
strued to prevent the landlord from making lawful deductions from the security deposit in accordance
with applicable law.

4. If a single-family residential dwelling unit is foreclosed upon pursuant to § 55.1-1237 and there is a
tenant in such dwelling unit on the date of the foreclosure sale, the successor in interest who acquires
the dwelling unit at the foreclosure sale shall assume such interest subject to the following:

a. If the successor in interest acquires the dwelling unit for the purpose of occupying such unit as his
primary residence, the successor in interest shall provide written notice to the tenant, in accordance
with the provisions of § 55.1-1202, notifying the tenant that the rental agreement is terminated and that
the tenant must vacate the dwelling unit on a date not less than 90 days after the date of such written
notice.

b. If the successor in interest acquires the dwelling unit for any other purpose, the successor in interest
shall acquire the dwelling unit subject to the rental agreement and the tenant shall be permitted to
occupy the dwelling unit for the remaining term of the lease, provided, however, that the successor in
interest may terminate the rental agreement pursuant to § 55.1-1245 or the terms of the rental agree-
ment. The successor in interest shall provide written notice of such termination to the tenant in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 55.1-1202.

If rent is paid to a real estate licensee acting on behalf of the landlord as a managing agent, such prop-
erty management agreement having been entered into prior to and in effect at the time of the fore-
closure sale, the managing agent may collect the rent and shall place it into an escrow account by the
end of the fifth business banking day following receipt.

5. If a single-family residential dwelling unit is foreclosed upon, and at the date of the foreclosure sale
there is a written property management agreement between a landlord and a real estate licensee
licensed pursuant to the provisions of § 54.1-2106.1, the foreclosure shall convert the property man-
agement agreement into a month-to-month agreement between the successor landlord and the real
estate licensee acting as a managing agent, except in the event that the terms of the original property
management agreement between the landlord and the real estate licensee acting as a managing



agent require an earlier termination date. Unless altered by the parties, the terms of the original prop-
erty management agreement that existed between the landlord and the real estate licensee acting as
a managing agent shall govern the agreement between the successor landlord and the real estate
licensee acting as a managing agent. The property management agreement may be terminated by
either party upon provision of written notice to the other party at least 30 days prior to the intended ter-
mination date. Any funds received or held by the real estate licensee acting as a managing agent
shall be disbursed only in accordance with the terms of the property management agreement or as oth-
erwise provided by law.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law:

1. Any rent paid to a real estate licensee acting on behalf of a landlord client in connection with the
lease shall be placed in an escrow account by the end of the fifth business banking day following
receipt, regardless of when received, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the principals to a lease
transaction.

2. Any security deposits paid to a real estate licensee acting on behalf of a landlord client in con-
nection with the lease shall be placed in an escrow account by the end of the fifth business banking
day following receipt, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the principals to a lease transaction.

3. Any application deposit as defined by § 55.1-1200 paid by a prospective tenant for the purpose of
being considered as a tenant for a dwelling unit to a real estate licensee acting on behalf of a landlord
client shall be placed in escrow by the end of the fifth business banking day following approval of the
rental application by the landlord, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the principals to a lease
transaction.

4. Such funds shall remain in an escrow account until disbursed in accordance with the terms of the
lease, the property management agreement, or the applicable statutory provisions, as applicable.

5. Except in the event of foreclosure, if a real estate licensee acting on behalf of a landlord client as a
managing agent elects to terminate the property management agreement, the licensee may transfer
any funds held in escrow by the licensee on behalf of the landlord client to the landlord client without
his consent, provided that the real estate licensee provides written notice to each tenant that the funds
have been so transferred. In the event of foreclosure, a real estate licensee shall not transfer any funds
to a landlord client whose property has been foreclosed upon.

6. A real estate licensee acting on behalf of a landlord client as a managing agent who complies with
the provisions of this section shall have immunity from any liability for such compliance, in the
absence of gross negligence or intentional misconduct.

2010, c. 181; 2013, c. 489; 2017, cc. 67, 394; 2020, c. 1014; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 426.

§ 54.1-2108.2. Protection of escrow funds, etc., held by a real estate broker in the event of ter-
mination of a real estate purchase contract.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, for purchase transactions:
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1. Upon the ratification of a contract, an earnest money deposit received by the principal broker or
supervising broker, or an agent of such principal broker or supervising broker, that is to be held in the
firm's escrow account shall be placed in such escrow account by the end of the fifth business banking
day following ratification, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the principals to the transaction, and
shall remain in that account until the transaction has been consummated or terminated.

2. If a principal broker or supervising broker, or an agent of such principal broker or supervising broker,
receives an earnest money deposit that will not be held in the firm's escrow account, the principal
broker or supervising broker shall ensure that the earnest money deposit is delivered to the escrow
agent named in the contract by the end of the fifth business banking day following receipt of the
deposit, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the principals to the transaction.

3. In the event that the transaction is not consummated, the principal broker or supervising broker shall
hold such funds in escrow until (i) all principals to the transaction have agreed in a written agreement
as to their disposition, upon which the funds shall be returned to the agreed-upon principal as
provided in such written agreement; (ii) a court of competent jurisdiction orders such disbursement of
the funds; (iii) the funds are successfully interpleaded into a court of competent jurisdiction pursuant to
this section; or (iv) the broker releases the funds to the principal to the transaction who is entitled to
receive them in accordance with the clear and explicit terms of the contract that established the earn-
est money deposit.

At the option of a broker, written notice may be sent by the broker that release of such funds shall be
made unless a written protest is received from the principal who is not receiving the funds by such
broker within 15 calendar days of the date of such notice. Notice of a disbursement shall be given to
the parties to the transaction in accordance with the contract, but if the contract does not specify a
method of delivery, one of the following methods complies with this section: (a) hand delivery; (b)
United States mail, postage prepaid, provided that the sender retains sufficient proof of mailing, which
may be either a United States postal certificate of mailing or a certificate of service prepared by the
sender confirming such mailing; (c) electronic means, provided that the sender retains sufficient proof
of the electronic delivery, which may be an electronic receipt of delivery, a confirmation that the notice
was sent by facsimile, or a certificate of service prepared by the sender confirming the electronic deliv-
ery; or (d) overnight delivery using a commercial service or the United States Postal Service. Except
as provided in the clear and explicit terms of the contract, no broker shall be required to make a
determination as to the party entitled to receive the earnest money deposit. A broker who complies
with this section shall be immune from liability to any of the parties to the contract.

4. A principal broker or supervising broker holding escrow funds for a principal to the transaction may
seek to have a court of competent jurisdiction take custody of disputed or unclaimed escrow funds via
an interpleader action pursuant to § 16.1-77.

5. If a principal broker or supervising broker is holding escrow funds for the owner of real property and
such property is foreclosed upon by a lender, the principal broker or supervising broker shall have the



right to file an interpleader action pursuant to § 16.1-77 and otherwise comply with the provisions of §
54.1-2108.1.

2018, cc. 60, 86; 2019, cc. 179, 395; 2022, c. 380.

§ 54.1-2109. (Effective until January 1, 2023) Death or disability of a real estate broker.
Upon the death or disability of a licensed real estate broker who was engaged in a proprietorship or
who was the only licensed broker in a business entity listed in clause (i) of subsection A of § 54.1-
2106.1, the Real Estate Board shall grant approval to carry on the business of the deceased or dis-
abled broker for 180 days following the death or disability of the broker solely for the purpose of con-
cluding the business of the deceased or disabled broker in the following order:

1. A personal representative qualified by the court to administer the deceased broker's estate.

2. If there is no personal representative qualified pursuant to subdivision 1, then an agent designated
under a power of attorney of the disabled or deceased broker, which designation expressly references
this section.

3. If there is no agent designated pursuant to subdivision 2, the executor nominated in the deceased
broker's will.

4. If there is no executor nominated pursuant to subdivision 3, then an adult family member of the dis-
abled or deceased broker.

5. If there is no adult family member nominated pursuant to subdivision 4, then an employee of, or an
independent contractor affiliated with, the disabled or deceased broker.

In the event none of the foregoing is available or suitable, the Board may appoint any other suitable
person to terminate the business within 180 days.

1984, c. 283, § 54-731.3; 1988, c. 765; 2014, cc. 24, 705; 2019, cc. 179, 395; 2020, c. 383.

§ 54.1-2109. (Effective January 1, 2023) Death or disability of a real estate broker.
A. Any licensed broker who is engaged in a sole proprietorship or who is the only licensed broker in a
business entity listed in clause (i) of subsection A of § 54.1-2106.1 shall designate another licensed
broker to carry on the business for up to 180 days for the sole purpose of concluding the business of
such designating broker in the event of the designating broker's death or disability. Such designation
shall be made at the time of application for broker licensure.

B. Only in the event that the designated broker named pursuant to subsection A is unable or unwilling
to perform the act of concluding the business, the Real Estate Board shall, within 30 days of receiving
written notification of a broker's death or disability, grant approval to one of the following individuals to
carry on the business of the deceased or disabled broker for up to 180 days for the sole purpose of
concluding the business:

1. A personal representative qualified by the court to administer the deceased broker's estate;
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2. An agent designated under a power of attorney of the deceased or disabled broker, which des-
ignation expressly references this section;

3. The executor nominated in the deceased broker's will;

4. An adult family member of the deceased or disabled broker; or

5. An employee of, or an independent contractor affiliated with, the deceased or disabled broker.

C. In the event that none of the individuals in subdivisions B 1 through 5 is available or suitable, the
Board may appoint any other licensed broker, with the written consent of such broker, within 30 days
of receiving written notification of a broker's death or disability, to allow such appointed broker to carry
on the business of the deceased or disabled broker for the sole purpose of concluding the business
within 180 days.

1984, c. 283, § 54-731.3; 1988, c. 765; 2014, cc. 24, 705; 2019, cc. 179, 395; 2020, c. 383; 2022, c.
725.

§ 54.1-2110. Resident broker to maintain place of business in Virginia.
Every resident real estate broker shall maintain a place of business in this Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 54-733; 1981, c. 34; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2110.1. Duties of supervising broker.
A. Each place of business, each branch office, and each real estate team shall be supervised by a
supervising broker. The supervising broker shall exercise reasonable and adequate supervision of the
provision of real estate brokerage services by associate brokers and salespersons assigned to the
branch office or real estate team. The supervising broker may designate another broker to assist in
administering the provisions required by this section, but such designation shall not relieve the super-
vising broker of responsibility for the supervision of the acts of all licensees assigned to the branch
office or real estate team.

B. As used in this section, "reasonable and adequate supervision" by the supervising broker shall
include the following:

1. Being available to all licensees under his supervision at reasonable times to review and approve all
documents, including leases, contracts, brokerage agreements, and advertising as may affect the
firm's clients and business;

2. Ensuring the availability of training opportunities and that the office has written procedures and
policies that provide clear guidance in the following areas:

a. Handling of escrow deposits in compliance with law and regulation;

b. Complying with federal and state fair housing laws and regulations if the firm engages in residential
brokerage, residential leasing, or residential property management;

c. Advertising and marketing of the brokerage firm and any affiliated real estate teams or business
entities;
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d. Negotiating and drafting of contracts, leases, and brokerage agreements;

e. Exercising appropriate oversight and limitations on the use of unlicensed assistants, whether as
part of a team arrangement or otherwise;

f. Creating agency or independent contractor relationships and elements thereof;

g. Distributing information on new or amended laws or regulations; and

h. Disclosing required information relating to the physical condition of real property;

3. Ensuring that the brokerage services are carried out competently and in accordance with the pro-
visions of this chapter;

4. Undertaking reasonable steps to ensure compliance by all licensees assigned to a branch office
with the provisions of this chapter and applicable Board regulations, including ensuring that licensees
possess a current license issued by the Board;

5. Ensuring that affiliated real estate teams or business entities are operating in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter and applicable Board regulations;

6. Ensuring that brokerage agreements include the name and contact information of the supervising
broker; and

7. Maintaining the records required by this subsection for three years. The records shall be furnished
to the Board's agent upon request.

C. Any supervising broker who resides more than 50 miles from a branch office under his supervision,
having licensees who regularly conduct business assigned to such branch office, shall certify in writ-
ing quarterly on a form provided by the Board that the supervising broker has complied with the
requirements of this section.

D. As a condition of the renewal of a branch office license, the supervising broker shall provide to the
Board the name and license number of each real estate licensee affiliated with the branch office at the
time of the renewal in a format deemed acceptable by the Board.

2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334; 2018, cc. 223, 224.

§ 54.1-2111. Consent to suits and service of process by nonresidents; manner of service.
A. Every nonresident applicant shall file with the Real Estate Board an irrevocable consent that suits
and actions may be commenced against such applicant in the proper court of any county or city of this
Commonwealth in which a cause of action may arise or in which the plaintiff may reside, by the ser-
vice of any process or pleading authorized by the laws of this Commonwealth on the Director of the
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation. The consent shall stipulate that such ser-
vice of process or pleadings on the Director shall be taken and held in all courts to be as valid and
binding as if due service had been made upon the applicant in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
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B. Any process or pleadings served upon the Director shall be filed by the Director in his office and a
copy thereof immediately forwarded by registered mail to the main office of the licensee at the last
known address.

Code 1950, §§ 54-773, 54-774; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499.

§ 54.1-2111.1. Voluntary compliance program; real estate brokers.
A. The Board shall promulgate regulations to allow the audit of the practices, policies, and procedures
of a real estate broker licensed by the Board, either through a third party retained by the real estate
broker or through a self-audit, and if the broker is determined by such audit to not be in compliance
with the provisions of this chapter or applicable regulations of the Board, to allow for the broker to
enter into a voluntary compliance program to bring the broker's practices, policies, and procedures
into compliance with applicable laws and regulations. The broker shall notify the Board of the dis-
covery of any noncompliance within 30 days after discovery and shall submit a written statement with
a plan to bring the practices, policies, and procedures into voluntary compliance, which completion of
such voluntary compliance shall not exceed a period of 90 days from the date that the plan is sub-
mitted to the Board.

B. Certification by the broker or auditor of such broker shall constitute immunity from an enforcement
action under this chapter or under the applicable regulations of the Board.

C. The provisions of this section do not apply if the noncompliance by the broker was intentional or a
result of gross negligence of the broker.

2010, cc. 373, 637.

Article 2 - VIRGINIA REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION RECOVERY ACT

§ 54.1-2112. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Act" means the Virginia Real Estate Transaction Recovery Act.

"Balance of the fund" means cash, securities that are legal investments for fiduciaries under the pro-
visions of subdivisions A 1, 2, and 4 of § 2.2-4519, and repurchase agreements secured by oblig-
ations of the United States government or any agency thereof, and shall not mean accounts
receivable, judgments, notes, accrued interest, or other obligations payable to the fund.

"Board" means the Real Estate Board.

"Claimant" means any person with an unsatisfied judgment against a regulant, who has filed a verified
claim under this act.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Fund" means the Virginia Real Estate Transaction Recovery Fund.
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"Improper or dishonest conduct" includes only the wrongful and fraudulent taking or conversion of
money, property or other things of value or material misrepresentation or deceit.

"Judgment" includes an order of a United States Bankruptcy Court (i) declaring a claim against a reg-
ulant who is in bankruptcy to be a "Debt Nondischargeable in Bankruptcy," (ii) extinguishing a claim
against a regulant who is in bankruptcy and for which claim no distribution was made from the reg-
ulant's bankruptcy estate but excluding any such claim disallowed by order of the bankruptcy court, or
(iii) extinguishing a claim against a regulant who is in bankruptcy and for which claim only partial dis-
tribution was made from the regulant's bankruptcy estate. An order of dismissal shall not be con-
sidered a judgment.

"Regulant" means a person, partnership, association, corporation, agency, firm or any other entity
licensed by the Real Estate Board as a real estate broker or real estate salesperson.

"Verified claim" means a completed application, on a form designed by the Board, the truthfulness of
which has been attested to by the claimant before a notary public, along with all required supporting
documentation, that has been properly received by the Department in accordance with this chapter.

1977, c. 69, § 54-765.2; 1984, cc. 266, 283; 1985, c. 448; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 348;
1993, c. 499; 2015, c. 409.

§ 54.1-2113. Establishment and maintenance of fund, duty of Director, assessments of regulants.
A. Each initial regulant at the time of licensure shall be assessed $20, which shall be specifically
assigned to the fund. Initial payments may be incorporated in any application fee payment and trans-
ferred to the fund by the Director within 30 days.

B. All assessments, except initial assessments, for the fund shall be deposited, within three work days
after their receipt by the Director, in one or more federally insured banks, savings and loan asso-
ciations or savings banks located in the Commonwealth. Funds deposited in banks, savings and loan
associations or savings banks, to the extent in excess of insurance afforded by the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation or other federal insurance agency, shall be secured under the Virginia Security
for Public Deposits Act (§ 2.2-4400 et seq.). The deposit of these funds in federally insured banks, sav-
ings institutions or savings banks located in the Commonwealth shall not be considered investment of
such funds for purposes of this section. Funds maintained by the Director may be invested in secur-
ities that are legal investments for fiduciaries under the provisions of § 64.2-1502. The Director shall
maintain in his office an accurate record of all transactions involving the fund, which records shall be
open for inspection and copying by the public during the normal business hours of the Director.

C. The minimum balance of the fund shall be $400,000. Whenever the Director determines that the bal-
ance of the fund is or will be less than such minimum balance, the Director shall immediately inform
the Board. At the same time, the Director may recommend that the Board transfer a fixed amount of
interest earnings to the fund to bring the balance of the fund to the amount required by this subsection.
Such transfer of interest shall be considered by the Board within 30 days of the notification of the Dir-
ector.
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D. If available interest earnings are insufficient to bring the balance of the fund to the minimum amount
required by this section, or if a transfer of available interest earnings to the fund has not occurred, the
Board shall assess each regulant within 30 days of notification by the Director, a sum sufficient to
bring the balance of the fund to the required minimum amount. The Board may order an assessment of
regulants at any time in addition to any required assessment. No regulant shall be assessed a total
amount of more than $20 during any biennial license period or part thereof, the biennial period expir-
ing on June 30 of each even-numbered year. Assessments of regulants made pursuant to this sub-
section may be issued by the Board (i) after a determination made by it or (ii) at the time of license
renewal.

E. At the close of each fiscal year, whenever the balance of the fund exceeds $2 million, the amount in
excess of $2 million shall be transferred to the Virginia Housing Trust Fund established pursuant to
Chapter 9 (§ 36-141 et seq.) of Title 36. Except for transfers pursuant to this subsection, there shall be
no transfers out of the fund, including transfers to the general fund, regardless of the balance of the
fund.

F. If the Board determines that all regulants will be assessed concurrently, notice to the regulants of
such assessments shall be by first-class mail, and payment of such assessments shall be made by
first-class mail to the Director within 45 days after the mailing to regulants of such notice.

If the Board determines that all regulants will be assessed in conjunction with license renewal, notice
to the regulants may be included with the license renewal notice issued by the Board. The assess-
ment shall be due with the payment of the license renewal fees. No license shall be renewed or rein-
stated until any outstanding assessments are paid.

G. If any regulant fails to remit the required payment mailed in accordance with subsection F within 45
days of the mailing, the Director shall notify the regulant by first-class mail at the latest address of
record filed with the Board. If no payment has been received by the Director within 30 days after mail-
ing the second notice, the license shall be automatically suspended. The license shall be restored
only upon the actual receipt by the Director of the delinquent assessment.

H. The costs of administering the act shall be paid out of interest earned on deposits constituting the
fund. The remainder of the interest, at the discretion of the Board, may (i) be used for providing
research and education on subjects of benefit to real estate regulants or members of the public, (ii) be
transferred to the Virginia Housing Trust Fund, or (iii) accrue to the fund in accordance with subsection
C.

1977, c. 69, § 54-765.3; 1982, c. 6; 1984, c. 266; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 3; 1992, cc. 348,
810; 1997, c. 82; 2007, c. 791; 2013, c. 754.

§ 54.1-2114. Recovery from fund generally.
A. The claimant shall not himself be (i) a regulant, (ii) the personal representative of a regulant, (iii) the
spouse or child of the regulant against whom the judgment was awarded or the personal rep-
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resentative of such spouse or child, or (iv) a lending or financial institution or any person whose busi-
ness involves the construction or development of real property.

B. Whenever any person is awarded a final judgment in any court of competent jurisdiction in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia against any individual or entity for improper or dishonest conduct as defined in
the act, and the improper or dishonest conduct occurred during a period when the individual or entity
was a regulant and occurred in connection with a transaction involving the sale, lease, or man-
agement of real property by the regulant acting in the capacity of a real estate broker or real estate
salesperson and not in the capacity of a principal, or on his own account, the person to whom such
judgment was awarded may file a verified claim with the Director for a directive ordering payment from
the fund of the amount unpaid upon the judgment, subject to the following conditions:

1. If any action is instituted against a regulant by any person, such person shall serve a copy of the
complaint upon the Board by certified mail or the equivalent.

2. A copy of any pleading or document filed subsequent to the initial service of process in the action
against a regulant shall be provided to the Board. The claimant shall submit such copies to the Board
by certified mail, or the equivalent, upon his receipt of the pleading or document.

3. A verified claim shall be filed with the Director no later than 12 months after the date of entry of the
final judgment from which no further right of appeal exists.

4. Prior to submitting a verified claim, the claimant shall:

a. Conduct or make a reasonable attempt to conduct debtor's interrogatories to determine whether the
judgment debtor has any assets, including any listings held by the regulant and any commissions due
thereby; and

b. Take all legally available actions for the sale or application of any assets disclosed in the debtor's
interrogatories.

5. If the judgment debtor has filed bankruptcy, the claimant shall file a claim with the proper bankruptcy
court. If no distribution is made, or the distribution ordered fails to satisfy the claim, the claimant may
then file a claim with the Board. The verified claim shall be received by the Board within 12 months of
the date of bankruptcy discharge or dismissal. In the event the judgment is silent as to the conduct of
the regulant, the Board shall determine (i) whether the conduct of the regulant that gave rise to the
claim was improper or dishonest as defined in § 54.1-2112 and (ii) what amount, if any, such claimant
is entitled to recover from the Fund.

C. The Department shall promptly consider the verified claim. If it appears that a prima facie case has
been made for payment of the claim, the Department shall provide the regulant with a notice offering
the opportunity to be heard at an informal fact-finding conference pursuant to § 2.2-4019 of the Admin-
istrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). Such notice shall state that if the regulant does not request
an informal fact-finding conference within 30 days, with three days added in instances where the
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notice is sent by mail, the Department shall present the claim to the Board with a recommendation to
pay the verified claim.

D. A claimant shall not be denied recovery from the Fund due to the fact that the order for judgment
filed with the verified claim does not contain a specific finding of improper or dishonest conduct. Any
language in the order that supports the conclusion that the court found that the conduct of the regulant
meets the definition of improper or dishonest conduct in § 54.1-2112 shall be used by the Board to
determine eligibility for recovery from the Fund. To the extent the judgment order is silent as to the
court's findings on the conduct of the regulant, the Board may determine whether the conduct of the
regulant meets the definition of improper or dishonest conduct by substantial evidence in the verified
claim.

E. If the Board finds that there has been compliance with the statutory conditions to which reference is
made in this section, the Board shall issue a directive ordering payment to the claimant from the fund
the amount unpaid on the judgment, subject to the limitations set forth in § 54.1-2116. The claimant
shall be notified in writing of the findings of the Board. The Board's findings shall be considered a
"case decision" and judicial review of these findings shall be in accordance with § 2.2-4025 of the
Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Board
shall have the right to appeal a decision of any court which is contrary to any distribution recom-
mended or authorized by it.

1977, c. 69, § 54-765.4; 1984, c. 266; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 115; 2006, c. 723; 2015, c.
409.

§ 54.1-2115. Investigations.
Upon receipt of the notice of proceedings against the regulant, the Department may cause its own
investigation to be conducted pursuant to § 54.1-306.

1987, c. 555, § 54-765.4:1; 1988, c. 765; 2015, c. 409.

§ 54.1-2116. Limitations upon recovery from fund; certain actions not a bar to recovery.
A. The aggregate of claims by claimants against the fund based upon unpaid judgments arising out of
the improper or dishonest conduct of one regulant in connection with a single transaction involving the
sale, lease, or management of real property, is limited to $50,000. If a claim has been made against
the fund, and the Board has reason to believe that there may be additional claims against the fund
arising out of the same transaction, the Board may withhold any payment(s) from the fund for a period
of not more than one year. After such one-year period, if the aggregate of claims arising out of the
same transaction exceeds $50,000, such $50,000 shall be prorated by the Board among the claimants
and paid from the fund in proportion to the amounts of their judgments against the regulant remaining
unpaid.

B. The maximum claim of one claimant against the fund based upon an unpaid judgment arising out of
the improper or dishonest conduct of one regulant in connection with a single transaction involving the
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sale, lease, or management of real property, shall be limited to $20,000, regardless of the number of
claimants and regardless of the amount of the unpaid judgment of the claimant.

C. The aggregate of claims against the fund based upon unpaid judgments arising out of the improper
or dishonest conduct of one regulant in connection with more than a single transaction involving the
sale, lease, or management of real property is limited to $100,000 during any biennial license period,
the biennial periods expiring on June 30 of each even-numbered year. If a claim has been made
against the fund, and the Board has reason to believe that there may be additional claims against the
fund from other transactions involving the same regulant, the Board may withhold any payment(s) from
the fund involving such regulant for a period of not more than one year. After the one-year period, if the
aggregate of claims against the regulant exceeds $100,000, such $100,000 shall be prorated by the
Board among the claimants and paid from the fund in proportion to the amounts of their judgments
against the regulant remaining unpaid.

D. Excluded from the amount of any unpaid judgment upon which a claim against the fund is based
shall be any sums included in the judgment which represent interest, or punitive damages. The claim
against the fund may include court costs and attorney fees.

E. If, at any time, the amount of the fund is insufficient to satisfy any claims, claim, or portion thereof
filed with the Board and authorized by the act, the Board shall, when the amount of the fund is suf-
ficient to satisfy some or all of such claims, claim, or portion thereof, pay the claimants in the order that
such claims were filed with the Board.

F. Failure of a claimant to comply with the provisions of subdivisions B 1 and 2 of § 54.1-2114 and the
provisions of § 54.1-2117 shall not be a bar to recovery under this act if the claimant is otherwise
entitled to such recovery.

1977, c. 69, § 54-765.5; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 2015, cc. 409, 710.

§ 54.1-2117. Participation by Board in proceedings.
Upon service of the complaint as provided in subdivision B 1 of § 54.1-2114, the Board, the Director,
or duly authorized representatives of the Board shall then have the right to request leave of court to
intervene.

1977, c. 69, § 54-765.6; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 2015, c. 409.

§ 54.1-2118. Payment of claim; assignment of claimant's rights to Board.
The Director shall, subject to the provisions of § 54.1-2116, pay to the claimant from the fund such
amount as shall be directed by the Board upon the execution and delivery to the Director by such
claimant of an assignment to the Board of the claimant's rights against the regulant to the extent that
such rights were satisfied from the fund.

1977, c. 69, § 54-765.7; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2119. Revocation of license of regulant upon payment from fund.
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Upon payment by the Director to a claimant from the fund as provided in § 54.1-2118, the Board shall
immediately revoke the license of the regulant whose improper or dishonest conduct, as defined in the
act, resulted in payment from the fund. The regulant whose license was so revoked shall not be eli-
gible to apply for a license as a real estate broker or real estate salesperson until he has repaid in full
the amount paid from the fund on his account, plus interest at the judgment rate of interest from the
date of payment from the fund.

1977, c. 69, § 54-765.8; 1984, c. 266; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2120. No waiver by Board of disciplinary action against regulant.
Nothing contained in this article shall limit the authority of the Board to take disciplinary action against
any regulant for any violation of this chapter or Board regulations, nor shall the repayment in full by a
regulant of the amount paid from the fund on such regulant's account nullify or modify the effect of any
disciplinary proceeding against such regulant for any such violation.

1977, c. 69, § 54-765.9; 1978, c. 129; 1987, c. 555; 1988, c. 765.

Article 3 - Duties of Real Estate Brokers and Salespersons

§ 54.1-2130. Definitions.
As used in this article:

"Agency" means every relationship in which a real estate licensee acts for or represents a person as
an agent by such person's express authority in a commercial or residential real estate transaction,
unless a different legal relationship is intended and is agreed to as part of the brokerage agreement.
Nothing in this article shall prohibit a licensee and a client from agreeing in writing to a brokerage rela-
tionship under which the licensee acts as an independent contractor or which imposes on a licensee
obligations in addition to those provided in this article. If a licensee agrees to additional obligations,
however, the licensee shall be responsible for the additional obligations agreed to with the client in
the brokerage agreement. A real estate licensee who enters into a brokerage relationship based upon
a written brokerage agreement that specifically states that the real estate licensee is acting as an inde-
pendent contractor and not as an agent shall have the obligations agreed to by the parties in the
brokerage agreement, and such real estate licensee and its employees shall comply with the pro-
visions of subdivisions A 3 through 7 and subsections B and E of § 54.1-2131; subdivisions A 3
through 7 and subsections B and E of § 54.1-2132; subdivisions A 3 through 7 and subsections B and
E of § 54.1-2133; subdivisions A 3 through 7 and subsections B and E of § 54.1-2134; and sub-
divisions A 2 through 6 and subsections C and D of § 54.1-2135 but otherwise shall have no oblig-
ations under §§ 54.1-2131 through 54.1-2135. Any real estate licensee who acts for or represents a
client in an agency relationship in a residential real estate transaction shall either represent such cli-
ent as a standard agent or a limited service agent.

"Agent" means a real estate licensee who is acting as (i) a standard agent in a residential real estate
transaction, (ii) a limited service agent in a residential real estate transaction, or (iii) an agent in a com-
mercial real estate transaction.
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"Brokerage agreement" means the written agreement creating a brokerage relationship between a cli-
ent and a licensee. The brokerage agreement shall state whether the real estate licensee will rep-
resent the client as an agent or an independent contractor.

"Brokerage relationship" means the contractual relationship between a client and a real estate
licensee who has been engaged by such client for the purpose of procuring a seller, buyer, option, ten-
ant, or landlord ready, able, and willing to sell, buy, option, exchange or rent real estate on behalf of a
client.

"Client" means a person who has entered into a brokerage relationship with a licensee.

"Commercial real estate" means any real estate other than (i) real estate containing one to four res-
idential units or (ii) real estate classified for assessment purposes under § 58.1-3230. Commercial real
estate shall not include single family residential units, including condominiums, townhouses, apart-
ments, or homes in a subdivision when leased on a unit by unit basis even though these units may be
part of a larger building or parcel of real estate containing more than four residential units.

"Common source information company" means any person, firm, or corporation that is a source, com-
piler, or supplier of information regarding real estate for sale or lease and other data and includes, but
is not limited to, multiple listing services.

"Customer" means a person who has not entered into a brokerage relationship with a licensee but for
whom a licensee performs ministerial acts in a real estate transaction. Unless a licensee enters into a
brokerage relationship with such person, it shall be presumed that such person is a customer of the
licensee rather than a client.

"Designated agent" or "designated representative" means a licensee who has been assigned by a
principal or supervising broker to represent a client when a different client is also represented by such
principal or broker in the same transaction. A designated representative shall only act as an inde-
pendent contractor.

"Dual agent" or "dual representative" means a licensee who has a brokerage relationship with both
seller and buyer, or both landlord and tenant, in the same real estate transaction. A dual agent has an
agency relationship under brokerage agreements with the clients. A dual representative has an inde-
pendent contractor relationship under brokerage agreements with the clients. A dual representative
shall only act as an independent contractor.

"Independent contractor" means a real estate licensee who (i) enters into a brokerage relationship
based upon a brokerage agreement that specifically states that the real estate licensee is acting as an
independent contractor and not as an agent; (ii) shall have the obligations agreed to by the parties in
the brokerage agreement; and (iii) shall comply with the provisions of subdivisions A 3 through 7 and
subsections B and E of § 54.1-2131; subdivisions A 3 through 7 and subsections B and E of § 54.1-
2132; subdivisions A 3 through 7 and subsections B and E of § 54.1-2133; subdivisions A 3 through 7



and subsections B and E of § 54.1-2134; and subdivisions A 2 through 6 and subsections C and D of
§ 54.1-2135 but otherwise shall have no obligations under §§ 54.1-2131 through 54.1-2135.

"Licensee" means real estate brokers and salespersons as defined in Article 1 (§ 54.1-2100 et seq.).

"Limited service agent" means a licensee who acts for or represents a client in a residential real estate
transaction pursuant to a brokerage agreement that provides that the limited service agent will not
provide one or more of the duties set forth in subdivision A 2 of §§ 54.1-2131, 54.1-2132, 54.1-2133,
and 54.1-2134, inclusive. A limited service agent shall have the obligations set out in the brokerage
agreement, except that a limited service agent shall provide the client, at the time of entering the
brokerage agreement, copies of any and all disclosures required by federal or state law, or local dis-
closures expressly authorized by state law, and shall disclose to the client the following in writing: (i)
the rights and obligations of the client under the Virginia Residential Property Disclosure Act (§ 55.1-
700 et seq.); (ii) if the client is selling a condominium, the rights and obligations of the client to deliver
to the purchasers, or to receive as purchaser, the resale certificate required by § 55.1-2309; and (iii) if
the client is selling a property subject to the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.),
the rights and obligations of the client to deliver to the purchasers, or to receive as purchaser, the
resale certificate required by § 55.1-2309.

"Ministerial acts" means those routine acts which a licensee can perform for a person which do not
involve discretion or the exercise of the licensee's own judgment.

"Property management agreement" means the written agreement between a property manager and
the owner of real estate for the management of the real estate.

"Residential real estate" means real property containing from one to four residential dwelling units and
the sale of lots containing one to four residential dwelling units.

"Standard agent" means a licensee who acts for or represents a client in an agency relationship in a
residential real estate transaction. A standard agent shall have the obligations as provided in this art-
icle and any additional obligations agreed to by the parties in the brokerage agreement.

1995, cc. 741, 813; 2006, c. 627; 2008, cc. 851, 871; 2011, c. 461; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334; 2023,
cc. 387, 388.

§ 54.1-2131. Licensees engaged by sellers.
A. A licensee engaged by a seller shall:

1. Perform in accordance with the terms of the brokerage agreement;

2. Promote the interests of the seller by:

a. Conducting marketing activities on behalf of the seller in accordance with the brokerage agreement.
In so doing, the licensee shall seek a sale at the price and terms agreed upon in the brokerage agree-
ment or at a price and terms acceptable to the seller; however, the licensee shall not be obligated to
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seek additional offers to purchase the property while the property is subject to a contract of sale,
unless agreed to as part of the brokerage agreement or as the contract of sale so provides;

b. Assisting in the drafting and negotiating of offers and counteroffers, amendments, and addenda to
the real estate contract pursuant to § 54.1-2101.1 and in establishing strategies for accomplishing the
seller's objectives;

c. Receiving and presenting in a timely manner written offers and counteroffers to and from the seller
and purchasers, even when the property is already subject to a contract of sale; and

d. Providing reasonable assistance to the seller to satisfy the seller's contract obligations and to facil-
itate settlement of the purchase contract;

3. Maintain confidentiality of all personal and financial information received from the client during the
brokerage relationship and any other information that the client requests during the brokerage rela-
tionship be maintained confidential, unless otherwise provided by law or the seller consents in writing
to the release of such information;

4. Exercise ordinary care;

5. Account in a timely manner for all money and property received by the licensee in which the seller
has or may have an interest;

6. Disclose to the seller material facts related to the property or concerning the transaction of which the
licensee has actual knowledge; and

7. Comply with all requirements of this article, all fair housing statutes and regulations for residential
real estate transactions as applicable, and all other applicable statutes and regulations which are not
in conflict with this article.

B. Licensees shall treat all prospective buyers honestly and shall not knowingly give them false inform-
ation. A licensee engaged by a seller shall disclose to prospective buyers all material adverse facts
pertaining to the physical condition of the property which are actually known by the licensee. If a
licensee has actual knowledge of the existence of defective drywall in a residential property, the
licensee shall disclose the same to the prospective buyer. For purposes of this section, "defective dry-
wall" means all defective drywall as defined in § 36-156.1. As used in this section, the term "physical
condition of the property" shall refer to the physical condition of the land and any improvements
thereon, and shall not refer to (i) matters outside the boundaries of the land or relating to adjacent or
other properties in proximity thereto, (ii) matters relating to governmental land use regulations, or (iii)
matters relating to highways or public streets. Such disclosure shall be made in writing. No cause of
action shall arise against any licensee for revealing information as required by this article or applic-
able law. Nothing in this article shall limit in any way the provisions of the Virginia Residential Prop-
erty Disclosure Act (§ 55.1-700 et seq.) applicable to residential real estate transactions.

C. A licensee engaged by a seller in a real estate transaction may, unless prohibited by law or the
brokerage agreement, provide assistance to a buyer or potential buyer by performing ministerial acts.



Performing such ministerial acts that are not inconsistent with subsection A shall not be construed to
violate the licensee's brokerage agreement with the seller unless expressly prohibited by the terms of
the brokerage agreement, nor shall performing such ministerial acts be construed to form a brokerage
relationship with such buyer or potential buyer.

D. A licensee engaged by a seller does not breach any duty or obligation owed to the seller by show-
ing alternative properties to prospective buyers, whether as clients or customers, or by representing
other sellers who have other properties for sale.

E. Licensees in residential real estate transactions shall disclose brokerage relationships pursuant to
the provisions of this article.

F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a licensee to disclose whether settlement ser-
vices under Chapter 10 (§ 55.1-1000 et seq.) of Title 55.1 will be provided by an attorney or a non-
attorney settlement agent.

1995, cc. 741, 813; 2006, c. 627; 2008, c. 741; 2011, cc. 34, 46, 461; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334.

§ 54.1-2132. Licensees engaged by buyers.
A. A licensee engaged by a buyer shall:

1. Perform in accordance with the terms of the brokerage agreement;

2. Promote the interests of the buyer by:

a. Seeking a property of a type acceptable to the buyer and at a price and on terms acceptable to the
buyer; however, the licensee shall not be obligated to seek other properties for the buyer while the
buyer is a party to a contract to purchase property unless agreed to as part of the brokerage rela-
tionship;

b. Assisting in the drafting and negotiating of offers and counteroffers, amendments, and addenda to
the real estate contract pursuant to § 54.1-2101.1 and in establishing strategies for accomplishing the
buyer's objectives;

c. Receiving and presenting in a timely manner all written offers or counteroffers to and from the buyer
and seller, even when the buyer is already a party to a contract to purchase property; and

d. Providing reasonable assistance to the buyer to satisfy the buyer's contract obligations and to facil-
itate settlement of the purchase contract;

3. Maintain confidentiality of all personal and financial information received from the client during the
brokerage relationship and any other information that the client requests during the brokerage rela-
tionship be maintained confidential unless otherwise provided by law or the buyer consents in writing
to the release of such information;

4. Exercise ordinary care;
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5. Account in a timely manner for all money and property received by the licensee in which the buyer
has or may have an interest;

6. Disclose to the buyer material facts related to the property or concerning the transaction of which
the licensee has actual knowledge; and

7. Comply with all requirements of this article, all fair housing statutes and regulations for residential
real estate transactions as applicable, and all other applicable statutes and regulations which are not
in conflict with this article.

B. Licensees shall treat all prospective sellers honestly and shall not knowingly give them false inform-
ation. If a licensee has actual knowledge of the existence of defective drywall in a residential property,
the licensee shall disclose the same to the buyer. For purposes of this section, "defective drywall"
means all defective drywall as defined in § 36-156.1. No cause of action shall arise against any
licensee for revealing information as required by this article or applicable law. In the case of a res-
idential transaction, a licensee engaged by a buyer shall disclose to a seller whether or not the buyer
intends to occupy the property as a principal residence. The buyer's expressions of such intent in the
contract of sale shall satisfy this requirement and no cause of action shall arise against any licensee
for the disclosure or any inaccuracy in such disclosure, or the nondisclosure of the buyer in this
regard.

C. A licensee engaged by a buyer in a real estate transaction may, unless prohibited by law or the
brokerage agreement, provide assistance to the seller, or prospective seller, by performing ministerial
acts. Performing such ministerial acts that are not inconsistent with subsection A shall not be con-
strued to violate the licensee's brokerage agreement with the buyer unless expressly prohibited by the
terms of the brokerage agreement, nor shall performing such ministerial acts be construed to form a
brokerage relationship with such seller.

D. A licensee engaged by a buyer does not breach any duty or obligation to the buyer by showing
properties in which the buyer is interested to other prospective buyers, whether as clients or cus-
tomers, by representing other buyers looking at the same or other properties, or by representing
sellers relative to other properties.

E. Licensees in residential real estate transactions shall disclose brokerage relationships pursuant to
the provisions of this article.

F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a licensee to disclose whether settlement ser-
vices under Chapter 10 (§ 55.1-1000 et seq.) of Title 55.1 will be provided by an attorney or a non-
attorney settlement agent.

G. Notwithstanding any other provision of law requiring written brokerage agreements or governing
the duties of licensees, nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require that a written agreement
between a licensee and a prospective buyer be executed prior to the licensee's showing properties to
the prospective buyer.



1995, cc. 741, 813; 2006, c. 627; 2011, cc. 34, 46; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334.

§ 54.1-2133. Licensees engaged by landlords to lease property.
A. A licensee engaged by a landlord shall:

1. Perform in accordance with the terms of the brokerage agreement;

2. Promote the interests of the landlord by:

a. Conducting marketing activities on behalf of the landlord pursuant to the brokerage agreement with
the landlord. In so doing, the licensee shall seek a tenant at the rent and terms agreed in the broker-
age agreement or at a rent and terms acceptable to the landlord; however, the licensee shall not be
obligated to seek additional offers to lease the property while the property is subject to a lease or a let-
ter of intent to lease under which the tenant has not yet taken possession, unless agreed as part of the
brokerage agreement, or unless the lease or the letter of intent to lease so provides;

b. Assisting the landlord in drafting and negotiating leases and letters of intent to lease, and present-
ing in a timely manner all written leasing offers or counteroffers to and from the landlord and tenant pur-
suant to § 54.1-2101.1, even when the property is already subject to a lease or a letter of intent to
lease; and

c. Providing reasonable assistance to the landlord to finalize the lease agreement;

3. Maintain confidentiality of all personal and financial information received from the client during the
brokerage relationship and any other information that the client requests during the brokerage rela-
tionship be maintained confidential, unless otherwise provided by law or the landlord consents in writ-
ing to the release of such information;

4. Exercise ordinary care;

5. Account in a timely manner for all money and property received by the licensee in which the land-
lord has or may have an interest;

6. Disclose to the landlord material facts related to the property or concerning the transaction of which
the licensee has actual knowledge; and

7. Comply with all requirements of this article, fair housing statutes and regulations for residential real
estate transactions as applicable, and all other applicable statutes and regulations which are not in
conflict with this article.

B. Licensees shall treat all prospective tenants honestly and shall not knowingly give them false
information. A licensee engaged by a landlord shall disclose to prospective tenants all material
adverse facts pertaining to the physical condition of the property which are actually known by the
licensee. If a licensee has actual knowledge of the existence of any pipe, pipe or plumbing fitting, fix-
ture, solder, or flux that does not meet the federal Safe Drinking Water Act definition of "lead free" pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. § 300g-6 in a residential property, the licensee shall disclose the same to the
prospective tenant. As used in this section, the term "physical condition of the property" shall refer to

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0741
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0813
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0627
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?111+ful+CHAP0034
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?111+ful+CHAP0046
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0750
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0334


the physical condition of the land and any improvements thereon, and shall not refer to: (i) matters out-
side the boundaries of the land or relating to adjacent or other properties in proximity thereto, (ii) mat-
ters relating to governmental land use regulations, and (iii) matters relating to highways or public
streets. Such disclosure shall be made in writing. No cause of action shall arise against any licensee
for revealing information as required by this article or applicable law. Nothing in this subsection shall
limit the right of a prospective tenant to inspect the physical condition of the property.

C. A licensee engaged by a landlord in a real estate transaction may, unless prohibited by law or the
brokerage agreement, provide assistance to a tenant, or potential tenant, by performing ministerial
acts. Performing such ministerial acts that are not inconsistent with subsection A shall not be con-
strued to violate the licensee's brokerage relationship with the landlord unless expressly prohibited by
the terms of the brokerage agreement, nor shall performing such ministerial acts be construed to form
a brokerage relationship with such tenant or potential tenant.

D. A licensee engaged by a landlord does not breach any duty or obligation owed to the landlord by
showing alternative properties to prospective tenants, whether as clients or customers, or by rep-
resenting other landlords who have other properties for lease.

E. Licensees in residential real estate transactions shall disclose brokerage relationships pursuant to
the provisions of this article.

1995, cc. 741, 813; 2006, c. 627; 2008, c. 741; 2011, cc. 34, 46, 461; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334; 2020,
c. 520.

§ 54.1-2134. Licensees engaged by tenants.
A. A licensee engaged by a tenant shall:

1. Perform in accordance with the terms of the brokerage agreement;

2. Promote the interests of the tenant by:

a. Seeking a lease at a rent and with terms acceptable to the tenant; however, the licensee shall not
be obligated to seek other properties for the tenant while the tenant is a party to a lease or a letter of
intent to lease exists under which the tenant has not yet taken possession, unless agreed to as part of
the brokerage agreement, or unless the lease or the letter of intent to lease so provides;

b. Assisting in the drafting and negotiating of leases, letters of intent to lease, and rental applications,
and presenting, in a timely fashion, all written offers or counteroffers to and from the tenant and land-
lord pursuant to § 54.1-2101.1, even when the tenant is already a party to a lease or a letter of intent to
lease; and

c. Providing reasonable assistance to the tenant to finalize the lease agreement;

3. Maintain confidentiality of all personal and financial information received from the client during the
brokerage relationship and any other information that the client requests during the brokerage rela-
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tionship be maintained confidential unless otherwise provided by law or the tenant consents in writing
to the release of such information;

4. Exercise ordinary care;

5. Account in a timely manner for all money and property received by the licensee in which the tenant
has or may have an interest;

6. Disclose to the tenant material facts related to the property or concerning the transaction of which
the licensee has actual knowledge; and

7. Comply with all requirements of this article, fair housing statutes and regulations for residential real
estate transactions as applicable, and all other applicable statutes and regulations which are not in
conflict with this article.

B. Licensees shall treat all prospective landlords honestly and shall not knowingly give them false
information. If a licensee has actual knowledge of the existence of defective drywall in a residential
property, the licensee shall disclose the same to the prospective tenant. For purposes of this section,
"defective drywall" means all defective drywall as defined in § 36-156.1. No cause of action shall arise
against any licensee for revealing information as required by this article or applicable law.

C. A licensee engaged by a tenant in a real estate transaction may provide assistance to the landlord
or prospective landlord by performing ministerial acts. Performing such ministerial acts that are not
inconsistent with subsection A shall not be construed to violate the licensee's brokerage relationship
with the tenant unless expressly prohibited by the terms of the brokerage agreement, nor shall per-
forming such ministerial acts be construed to form a brokerage relationship with the landlord or pro-
spective landlord.

D. A licensee engaged by a tenant does not breach any duty or obligation to the tenant by showing
properties in which the tenant is interested to other prospective tenants, whether as clients or cus-
tomers, by representing other tenants looking for the same or other properties to lease, or by rep-
resenting landlords relative to other properties.

E. Licensees in residential real estate transactions shall disclose brokerage relationships pursuant to
the provisions of this article.

F. Notwithstanding any other provision of law requiring written brokerage agreements or governing the
duties of licensees, nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require that a written agreement
between a licensee and a prospective tenant be executed prior to the licensee's showing properties to
the prospective tenant.

1995, cc. 741, 813; 2006, c. 627; 2011, cc. 34, 46; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334.

§ 54.1-2135. Licensees engaged to manage real estate.
A. A licensee engaged to manage real estate shall:

1. Perform in accordance with the terms of the property management agreement;
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2. Exercise ordinary care;

3. Disclose in a timely manner to the owner material facts of which the licensee has actual knowledge
concerning the property;

4. Maintain confidentiality of all personal and financial information received from the client during the
brokerage relationship and any other information that the client requests during the brokerage rela-
tionship be maintained confidential unless otherwise provided by law or the owner consents in writing
to the release of such information;

5. Account for, in a timely manner, all money and property received in which the owner has or may
have an interest; and

6. Comply with all requirements of this article, fair housing statutes and regulations for residential real
estate transactions as applicable, and all other applicable statutes and regulations which are not in
conflict with this article.

B. Except as provided in the property management agreement, a licensee engaged to manage real
estate does not breach any duty or obligation to the owner by representing other owners in the man-
agement of other properties.

C. A licensee may also represent the owner as seller or landlord if they enter into a brokerage rela-
tionship that so provides; in which case, the licensee shall disclose such brokerage relationships pur-
suant to the provisions of this article.

D. If a licensee has actual knowledge of the existence of defective drywall in a residential property, the
licensee shall disclose the same to the owner. For purposes of this section, "defective drywall" means
all defective drywall as defined in § 36-156.1.

E. Property management agreements in residential real estate transactions shall be in writing and
shall:

1. Have a definite termination date or duration; however, if a property management agreement does
not specify a definite termination date or duration, the agreement shall terminate 90 days after the date
of the agreement;

2. State the amount of the management fees and how and when such fees are to be paid;

3. State the services to be rendered by the licensee; and

4. Include such other terms as have been agreed to by the owner and the property manager.

F. The provisions of this section shall not apply to licensees engaged in commercial real estate trans-
actions.

1995, cc. 741, 813; 2011, cc. 34, 46, 461; 2016, c. 334.

§ 54.1-2136. Preconditions to brokerage relationship.
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Prior to entering into any brokerage relationship provided for in this article, a licensee shall advise the
prospective client of (i) the type of brokerage relationship proposed by the broker and (ii) the broker's
compensation and whether the broker will share such salary or compensation with another broker
who may have a brokerage relationship with another party to the transaction.

1995, cc. 741, 813.

§ 54.1-2137. Commencement and termination of brokerage relationships.
A. The brokerage relationships set forth in this article shall commence at the time that a client engages
a licensee and shall continue until (i) completion of performance in accordance with the brokerage
agreement or (ii) the earlier of (a) any date of expiration agreed upon by the parties as part of the
brokerage agreement or in any amendments thereto, (b) any mutually agreed upon termination of the
brokerage agreement, (c) a default by any party under the terms of the brokerage agreement, or (d) a
termination as set forth in subsection G of § 54.1-2139.

B. Brokerage agreements shall be in writing and shall:

1. Have a definite termination date; however, if a brokerage agreement does not specify a definite ter-
mination date, the brokerage agreement shall terminate 90 days after the date of the brokerage agree-
ment;

2. State the amount of the brokerage fees and how and when such fees are to be paid;

3. State the services to be rendered by the licensee;

4. Include such other terms of the brokerage relationship as have been agreed to by the client and the
licensee; and

5. In the case of brokerage agreements entered into in conjunction with the client's consent to a dual
representation, the disclosures set out in subsection A of § 54.1-2139.

C. Except as otherwise agreed to in writing, a licensee owes no further duties to a client after ter-
mination, expiration, or completion of performance of the brokerage agreement, except to (i) account
for all moneys and property relating to the brokerage relationship and (ii) keep confidential all per-
sonal and financial information received from the client during the course of the brokerage relationship
and any other information that the client requests during the brokerage relationship be maintained con-
fidential, unless otherwise provided by law or the client consents in writing to the release of such
information.

1995, cc. 741, 813; 2011, c. 461; 2012, c. 750; 2018, cc. 60, 86.

§ 54.1-2138. Disclosure of brokerage relationship in residential real estate transactions.
A. Upon having a substantive discussion about a specific property or properties in a residential real
estate transaction with an actual or prospective buyer or seller who is not the client of the licensee and
who is not represented by another licensee, a licensee shall disclose any broker relationship the
licensee has with another party to the transaction. Further, except as provided in § 54.1-2139 or 54.1-
2139.1, such disclosure shall be made in writing at the earliest practical time, but in no event later than
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the time when specific real estate assistance is first provided. Such disclosure may be given in com-
bination with other disclosures or provided with other information, but if so, the disclosure must be con-
spicuous, printed in bold lettering, all capitals, underlined, or within a separate box. Any disclosure
which complies substantially in effect with the following shall be deemed in compliance with this dis-
closure requirement:

DISCLOSURE OF BROKERAGE RELATIONSHIP IN A RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTION

The undersigned do hereby acknowledge disclosure that:

The licensee.....................… (name of broker or salesperson) associated with.........................…(Name of
Brokerage Firm) represents the following party in a residential real estate transaction:

....… Seller(s) or ....… Buyer(s)

....… Landlord(s) or ....… Tenant(s)

................… ..........................…

Date Name

................… ..........................…

Date Name

B. A licensee shall disclose to an actual or prospective landlord or tenant, who is not the client of the
licensee and who is not represented by another licensee, that the licensee has a brokerage rela-
tionship with another party or parties to the transaction. Such disclosure shall be in writing and
included in all applications for lease or in the lease itself, whichever occurs first. If the terms of the
lease do not provide for such disclosure, disclosure shall be made in writing no later than the signing
of the lease. Such disclosure requirement shall not apply to lessors or lessees in single or multifamily
residential units for lease terms of less than two months.

C. If a licensee's relationship to a client or customer changes, the licensee shall disclose that fact in
writing to all clients and customers already involved in the specific contemplated transaction.

D. Copies of any disclosures relative to fully executed purchase contracts shall be kept by the
licensee for a period of three years as proof of having made such disclosure, whether or not such dis-
closure is acknowledged in writing by the party to whom such disclosure was shown or given.

E. A limited service agent shall also make the disclosure required by § 54.1-2138.1.

1995, cc. 741, 813; 1997, cc. 86, 119; 2006, c. 627; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334.

§ 54.1-2138.1. Limited service agent in a residential real estate transaction, contract disclosure
required.
A. A licensee may act as a limited service agent in a residential real estate transaction only pursuant
to a written brokerage agreement in which the limited service agent (i) discloses that the licensee is
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acting as a limited service agent; (ii) provides a list of the specific services that the licensee will
provide to the client; and (iii) provides a list of the specific duties of a standard agent set out in sub-
division A 2 of § 54.1-2131, subdivision A 2 of § 54.1-2132, subdivision A 2 of § 54.1-2133, or sub-
division A 2 of § 54.1-2134, as applicable, that the limited service agent will not provide to the client.
Such disclosure shall be conspicuous and printed either in bold lettering or all capitals, and shall be
underlined or in a separate box. In addition, a disclosure that contains language that complies sub-
stantially in effect with the following shall be deemed in compliance with this disclosure requirement:

"By entering into this brokerage agreement, the undersigned do hereby acknowledge their informed
consent to the limited service agent in a residential real estate transaction by the licensee and do fur-
ther acknowledge that neither the other party to the transaction nor any real estate licensee rep-
resenting the other party is under any legal obligation to assist the undersigned with the performance
of any duties and responsibilities of the undersigned not performed by the limited service agent."

A limited service agent shall disclose dual agency in accordance with § 54.1-2139.

B. A licensee engaged by one client to a residential real estate transaction and dealing with an unrep-
resented party or with a party represented by a limited service agent and who, without additional com-
pensation, provides such other party information relative to the transaction or undertakes to assist
such other party in securing a contract or with such party's obligations thereunder, shall not incur liab-
ility for such actions except in the case of gross negligence or willful misconduct. A licensee does not
create a brokerage relationship by providing such assistance or information to the other party to the
transaction. A licensee dealing with a client of a limited service agent may enter into an agreement
with that party for payment of a fee for services performed or information provided by that licensee.
Such payment shall not create a brokerage relationship; however, the licensee providing such ser-
vices or information for a fee shall be held to the ordinary standard of care in the provision of such ser-
vices or information.

2006, c. 627; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334.

§ 54.1-2138.2. Duty to disclose ownership interest in specific real property.
If a licensee knows or should have known that he, any member of his family, his firm, any member of
his firm, or any entity in which he has an ownership interest is acquiring or attempting to acquire or is
selling or leasing real property through purchase, sale, or lease and the licensee is a party to the trans-
action, the licensee must disclose in writing that he is a licensee and that he, any member of his fam-
ily, his firm, any member of his firm, or any entity in which he has an ownership interest has or will
have an ownership interest to the other parties to the transaction. This disclosure shall be made to the
purchaser, seller, lessor, or lessee upon having substantive discussions about specific real property.

2022, c. 610.

§ 54.1-2139. Disclosed dual agency and dual representation authorized in a residential real estate
transaction.
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A. A licensee may not act as a dual agent or dual representative in a residential real estate transaction
unless he has first obtained the written consent of all parties to the transaction given after written dis-
closure of the consequences of such dual agency or dual representation. A dual agent has an agency
relationship under the brokerage agreements with the clients. A dual representative has an inde-
pendent contractor relationship under the brokerage agreements with the clients. Such disclosure
shall be in writing and given to both parties prior to the commencement of such dual agency or dual
representation.

B. If the licensee is currently representing a party as an agent or independent contractor rep-
resentative and that party desires to engage in a real estate transaction with another existing client rep-
resented by the licensee, the licensee may engage in dual representation provided that prior to
commencement thereof the disclosure required by this section is given to both of the licensee's exist-
ing clients.

C. If the licensee is currently representing a party as an agent or independent contractor rep-
resentative and the licensee proposes to represent a new client in a dual representation, the licensee
may only engage in such dual representation if prior to commencement thereof, the disclosure
required by this section is given to the licensee's one existing client and one new client.

D. Such disclosures shall not be deemed to comply with the requirements in this section if (i) not
signed by the client or (ii) given in a purchase agreement, lease, or any other document related to a
transaction. However, such written consent and disclosure of the brokerage relationship as required
by this article shall be presumed to have been given as against any client who signs a disclosure as
required in this section.

E. The obligation to make the disclosures required by this section shall not relieve the licensee of the
obligations set out in subsection B of § 54.1-2137 requiring all brokerage relationships to be set out in
a written agreement between the licensee and the client.

F. No cause of action shall arise against a dual agent or dual representative for making disclosures of
brokerage relationships as provided by this article. A dual agent or dual representative does not ter-
minate any brokerage relationship by the making of any such allowed or required disclosures of dual
agency or dual representation.

G. In any real estate transaction, a licensee may withdraw, without liability, from representing a client
who refuses to consent to a disclosed dual agency or dual representation hereby terminating the
brokerage relationship with such client. Such withdrawal shall not prejudice the ability of the licensee
to continue to represent the other client in the transaction nor to limit the licensee from representing
the client who refused the dual agency or dual representation in other transactions not involving the
dual agency or dual representation.

H. The dual agency or dual representation disclosure in a residential transaction shall contain the fol-
lowing provisions and disclosure that substantially complies with the following shall be deemed in
compliance with this disclosure requirement:

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2137/


DISCLOSURE OF DUAL AGENCY OR DUAL REPRESENTATION IN A RESIDENTIAL REAL
ESTATE TRANSACTION

The undersigned do hereby acknowledge disclosure that:

The licensee ____________________ (name of broker or salesperson) associated with __________
__________ (Brokerage Firm) represents more than one party in this residential real estate trans-
action as follows:

A. Brokerage Firm represents the following party (select one):

[ ] Seller(s) [ ] Buyer(s) [ ] Landlord(s) [ ] Tenant(s)

As a (select one):

[ ] standard agent [ ] limited service agent [ ] independent contractor

Brokerage Firm represents another party (select one):

[ ] Seller(s) [ ] Buyer(s) [ ] Landlord(s) [ ] Tenant(s)

As a (select one):

[ ] standard agent [ ] limited service agent [ ] independent contractor

B. Brokerage Firm disclosure and client acknowledgement of the following (select one):

[ ] Brokerage Firm represents two existing clients in the transaction and the undersigned acknowledge
the following:

The undersigned understand that the foregoing dual agent or dual representative may not disclose to
either client any information that has been given to the dual agent or representative by the other client
within the confidence and trust of the brokerage relationship except for that information which is oth-
erwise required or permitted by Article 3 (§ 54.1-2130 et seq.) of Chapter 21 of Title 54.1 of the Code
of Virginia to be disclosed.

[ ] Brokerage Firm represents one existing client and one new client in the transaction and the under-
signed acknowledge the following:

The undersigned understand:

1. That following the commencement of dual agency or representation, the licensee cannot advise
either party as to the terms to offer or accept in any offer or counteroffer; however, the licensee may
have advised one party as to such terms prior to the commencement of dual agency or representation;

2. That the licensee cannot advise the buyer client as to the suitability of the property, its condition
(other than to make any disclosures as required by law of any licensee representing a seller), and can-
not advise either party as to what repairs of the property to make or request;

3. That the licensee cannot advise either party in any dispute that arises relating to the transaction;



4. That the licensee may be acting without knowledge of the client's needs, client's knowledge of the
market, or client's capabilities in dealing with the intricacies of real estate transactions; and

5. That either party may engage another licensee at additional cost to represent their respective
interests.

The undersigned by signing this notice do hereby acknowledge their informed consent to the dis-
closed dual representation by the licensee.

____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party)
____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party)
____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (Other Party)
____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (Other Party)
1995, cc. 741, 813; 2011, c. 461; 2012, c. 750.

§ 54.1-2139.01. Disclosed dual agency and dual representation in commercial real estate trans-
actions authorized.
A. A licensee may act as a dual agent or dual representative in a commercial real estate transaction
only with the written consent of all clients to the transaction. A dual agent has an agency relationship
under the brokerage agreements with the clients. A dual representative has an independent contractor
relationship under the brokerage agreements with the clients. Such written consent and disclosure of
the brokerage relationship as required by this article shall be presumed to have been given as against
any client who signs a disclosure as provided in this section.

B. Such disclosure may be given in combination with other disclosures or provided with other inform-
ation, but if so, the disclosure shall be conspicuous, printed in bold lettering, all capitals, underlined, or
within a separate box. Any disclosure which complies substantially in effect with the following shall be
deemed in compliance with this disclosure requirement:

DISCLOSURE OF DUAL AGENCY OR DUAL REPRESENTATION IN A COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE TRANSACTION

The undersigned do hereby acknowledge disclosure that:

The licensee ____________________ (name of broker or salesperson) associated with___________
_________ (Brokerage Firm) represents more than one party in this commercial real estate trans-
action as follows:

Brokerage Firm represents the following party (select one):

[ ] Seller(s) [ ] Buyer(s) [ ] Landlord(s) [ ] Tenant(s)

As a (select one):
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[ ] agent [ ] independent contractor

Brokerage Firm represents another party (select one):

[ ] Seller(s) [ ] Buyer(s) [ ] Landlord(s) [ ] Tenant(s)

As a (select one):

[ ] agent [ ] independent contractor

The undersigned understand that the foregoing dual agent or dual representative may not disclose to
either client any information that has been given to the dual agent or representative by the other client
within the confidence and trust of the brokerage relationship except for that information which is oth-
erwise required or permitted by Article 3 (§ 54.1-2130 et seq.) of Chapter 21 of Title 54.1 of the Code
of Virginia to be disclosed.

The undersigned by signing this notice do hereby acknowledge their informed consent to the dis-
closed dual representation by the licensee.

____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party)
____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party)
____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party)
____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party
C. The obligation to make the disclosures required by this section shall not relieve the licensee of the
obligations set out in subsection B of § 54.1-2137 requiring all brokerage relationships to be set out in
a written agreement between the licensee and the client.

D. No cause of action shall arise against a dual representative for making disclosures of brokerage
relationships as provided by this article. A dual representative does not terminate any brokerage rela-
tionship by the making of any such allowed or required disclosures of dual representation.

E. In any real estate transaction, a licensee may withdraw, without liability, from representing a client
who refuses to consent to a disclosed dual representation thereby terminating the brokerage rela-
tionship with such client. Such withdrawal shall not prejudice the ability of the licensee to continue to
represent the other client in the transaction or to limit the licensee from representing the client who
refused the dual representation in other transactions not involving dual representation.

2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334.

§ 54.1-2139.1. Designated standard agency or designated representation authorized in a res-
idential real estate transaction.
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A. A principal or supervising broker may assign different licensees affiliated with the broker as des-
ignated agent or representative to represent different clients in the same residential real estate trans-
action to the exclusion of all other licensees in the firm. Use of such designated agents or
representatives shall not constitute dual agency or representation if a designated agent or rep-
resentative is not representing more than one client in a particular real estate transaction; however,
the principal or broker who is supervising the transaction shall be considered a dual agent or rep-
resentative as provided in this article. Designated agents or representatives may not disclose, except
to the affiliated licensee's broker, personal or financial information received from the clients during the
brokerage relationship and any other information that the client requests during the brokerage rela-
tionship be kept confidential, unless otherwise provided for by law or the client consents in writing to
the release of such information.

B. Use of designated agents or representatives in a residential real estate transaction shall be dis-
closed in accordance with the provisions of this article. Such disclosure may be given in combination
with other disclosures or provided with other information, but if so, the disclosure shall be con-
spicuous, printed in bold lettering, all capitals, underlined, or within a separate box. Any disclosure
that complies substantially in effect with the following shall be deemed in compliance with such dis-
closure requirement:

DISCLOSURE OF DESIGNATED AGENTS OR REPRESENTATIVES IN A RESIDENTIAL REAL
ESTATE TRANSACTION

The undersigned do hereby acknowledge disclosure that:

The licensee ____________________ (Name of Broker and Firm) represents more than one party
in this residential real estate transaction as indicated below:

_______ Seller(s) and Buyer(s)

_______ Landlord(s) and Tenant(s).

The undersigned understand that the foregoing dual agent or representative may not disclose to either
client or such client's designated agent or representative any information that has been given to the
dual agent or representative by the other client within the confidence and trust of the brokerage rela-
tionship except for that information which is otherwise required or permitted by Article 3 (§ 54.1-2130
et seq.) of Chapter 21 of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia to be disclosed.

The principal or supervising broker has assigned ____________________ to act as Designated
Agent or Representative (broker or salesperson) for the one party as indicated below:

[ ] Seller(s) [ ] Buyer(s) [ ] Landlord(s) [ ] Tenant(s)

As a (select one):

[ ] standard agent [ ] limited service agent [ ] independent contractor



____________________ (broker or salesperson) to act as Designated Agent or Representative for
the other party as indicated below:

[ ] Seller(s) [ ] Buyer(s) [ ] Landlord(s) [ ] Tenant(s)

As a (select one):

[ ] standard agent [ ] limited service agent [ ] independent contractor

The undersigned by signing this notice do hereby acknowledge their consent to the disclosed dual
representation by the licensee.

____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party)
____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party)
____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party)
____________________ ________________________________________
Date Name (One Party)
C. The obligation to make the disclosures required by this section shall not relieve the licensee of the
obligations set out in subsection B of § 54.1-2137 requiring all brokerage relationships to be set out in
a written agreement between the licensee and the client.

D. No cause of action shall arise against a designated agent or representative for making disclosures
of brokerage relationships as provided by this article. A designated agent or representative does not
terminate any brokerage relationship by the making of any such allowed or required disclosures of
dual representation.

E. In any residential real estate transaction, a licensee may withdraw, without liability, from rep-
resenting a client who refuses to consent to a disclosed designated agency or representation agree-
ment thereby terminating the brokerage relationship with such client. Such withdrawal shall not
prejudice the ability of the licensee to continue to represent the other client in the transaction or to limit
the licensee from representing the client who refused the designated agency or representation rela-
tionship in other transactions not involving designated representation.

2011, c. 461; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334.

§§ 54.1-2139.2, 54.1-2139.3. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, c. 750, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2140. Compensation shall not imply brokerage relationship.
The payment or promise of payment or compensation to a real estate broker does not create a broker-
age relationship between any broker, seller, landlord, buyer or tenant.

1995, cc. 741, 813.
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§ 54.1-2141. Brokerage relationship not created by using common source information company.
No licensee representing a buyer or tenant shall be deemed to have a brokerage relationship with a
seller, landlord or other licensee solely by reason of using a common source information company.
However, nothing contained in this article shall be construed to prevent a common source information
company from requiring, as a condition of participation in or use of such common source information,
that licensees providing information through such company disclose the nature of the brokerage rela-
tionship with the client, including, but not limited to, whether the licensee is acting as (i) an inde-
pendent contractor, (ii) a limited service agent, (iii) a standard agent, or (iv) an agent as provided in the
brokerage agreement. A common source information company may, but shall not be obligated to,
require disclosure of a standard agency relationship, and may adopt rules providing that absent any
disclosure, a licensee providing information through such company may be assumed to be acting as a
standard agent. A common source information company shall have the right, but not the obligation, to
make information about the nature of brokerage relationships available to its participants and to set-
tlement service it provides including, without limitation, title insurance companies, lenders, and set-
tlement agents.

1995, cc. 741, 813; 2006, c. 627; 2012, c. 750; 2016, c. 334.

§ 54.1-2142. Liability; knowledge not to be imputed.
A. A client is not liable for (i) a misrepresentation made by a licensee in connection with a brokerage
relationship, unless the client knew or should have known of the misrepresentation and failed to take
reasonable steps to correct the misrepresentation in a timely manner, or (ii) the negligence, gross neg-
ligence or intentional acts of any broker or broker's licensee.

B. A broker who has a brokerage relationship with a client and who engages another broker to assist
in providing brokerage services to such client shall not be liable for (i) a misrepresentation made by
the other broker, unless the broker knew or should have known of the other broker's misrepresentation
and failed to take reasonable steps to correct the misrepresentation in a timely manner, or (ii) the neg-
ligence, gross negligence or intentional acts of the assisting broker or assisting broker's licensee.

C. Clients and licensees shall be deemed to possess actual knowledge and information only. Know-
ledge or information among or between clients and licensees shall not be imputed.

D. Nothing in this article shall limit the liability between or among clients and licensees in all matters
involving unlawful discriminatory housing practices.

E. Except as expressly set forth in this section, nothing in this article shall affect a person's right to res-
cind a real estate transaction or limit the liability of (i) a client for the misrepresentation, negligence,
gross negligence or intentional acts of such client in connection with a real estate transaction, or (ii) a
licensee for the misrepresentation, negligence, gross negligence or intentional acts of such licensee
in connection with a real estate transaction. However, nothing in this article shall create a civil cause
of action against a licensee.

1995, cc. 741, 813; 2016, c. 334.
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§ 54.1-2142.1. Liability for false information.
A licensee shall not be liable for providing false information if the information was (i) provided to the
licensee by the licensee's client; (ii) obtained from a governmental entity; (iii) obtained from a non-
governmental person or entity that obtained the information from a governmental entity; or (iv)
obtained from a person licensed, certified, or registered to provide professional services in the Com-
monwealth, upon which the licensee relies, and the licensee did not (a) have actual knowledge that
the information was false or (b) act in reckless disregard of the truth. This includes any regulatory
action brought under this chapter and any civil actions filed. However, nothing in this article shall cre-
ate a civil cause of action against a licensee.

2011, c. 461; 2013, c. 499; 2016, c. 334.

§ 54.1-2143. Real estate board regulations to be consistent.
Any regulations adopted by the Virginia Real Estate Board shall be consistent with this article, and
any such regulations existing as of the effective date of this article shall be modified to comply with the
provisions of this article.

1995, cc. 741, 813.

§ 54.1-2144. Common law abrogated.
The common law of agency relative to brokerage relationships in real estate transactions to the extent
inconsistent with this article shall be expressly abrogated.

1995, cc. 741, 813.

§ 54.1-2145. Article does not limit antitrust laws.
Nothing in this article shall be construed to limit, modify, impair, or supercede the applicability of any
federal or state antitrust laws.

2006, c. 627.

§ 54.1-2146. Licensee maintenance of records.
Any document or record required to be maintained by a licensee under this chapter may be an elec-
tronic record in accordance with the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (§ 59.1-479 et seq.).

2011, c. 461.

Chapter 22 - SOIL SCIENTISTS, WETLAND PROFESSIONALS, AND
GEOLOGISTS

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-2200. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists.

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.
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"Eligible soil scientist" means a person who possesses the qualifications specified in this chapter to
become licensed.

"Eligible wetland professional" means a person who possesses the qualifications specified in this
chapter to become certified.

"Geologist" means a person engaged in the public practice of geology.

"Geology" means the science dealing with (i) the earth and its history in general; (ii) the investigation,
prediction, evaluation, and location of materials and structures which compose the earth; (iii) the nat-
ural processes that cause changes in the earth; and (iv) the application of knowledge of the earth, its
processes, and its constituent rocks, minerals, liquids, gases, and other natural materials.

"Practice of geology" means the performance of any service or work for the general public wherein the
principles and methods of geology are applied.

"Practice of soil evaluation" means the evaluation of soil by accepted principles and methods includ-
ing, but not limited to, observation, investigation, and consultation on measured, observed and
inferred soils and their properties; analysis of the effects of these properties on the use and man-
agement of various kinds of soil; and preparation of soil descriptions, maps, reports and interpretive
drawings.

"Practice of wetland delineation" means the delineation of wetlands by accepted principles and meth-
ods including, but not limited to, observation, investigation, and consultation on soil, vegetation, and
hydrologic parameters; and preparation of wetland delineations, descriptions, reports and interpretive
drawings.

"Qualified geologist" means an uncertified person who possesses all the qualifications specified in
this chapter for certification.

"Soil" means the groups of natural bodies occupying the unconsolidated portion of the earth's surface
which are capable of supporting plant life and have properties caused by the combined effects, as
modified by topography and time, of climate and living organisms upon parent materials.

"Soil evaluation" means plotting soil boundaries, describing and evaluating the kinds of soil and pre-
dicting their suitability for and response to various uses.

"Soil science" means the science dealing with the physical, chemical, mineralogical, and biological
properties of soils as natural bodies.

"Soil scientist" means a person having special knowledge of soil science and the methods and prin-
ciples of soil evaluation as acquired by education and experience in the formation, description and
mapping of soils.

"Virginia certified professional geologist" means a person who possesses all qualifications specified
in this chapter for certification and whose competence has been attested by the Board through cer-
tification.



"Virginia certified professional wetland delineator" means a person who possesses the qualifications
required for certification by the provisions of this chapter and the regulations of the Board and who is
granted certification by the Board.

"Virginia licensed professional soil scientist" means a person who possesses the qualifications
required for licensure by the provisions of this chapter and the regulations of the Board and who has
been granted a license by the Board.

"Wetland delineation" means delineating wetland limits in accordance with prevailing state and fed-
eral regulatory guidance and describing wetland types.

"Wetland professional" means a person having special knowledge of wetland science and the meth-
ods and principles of wetland delineation as acquired by education and experience in the formation,
description and mapping of wetlands.

"Wetland science" means the science dealing with the physical, chemical, and biological properties of
wetland systems integrated through ecological and morphological relationships.

"Wetlands" means the same as that term is defined in §§ 28.2-1300 and 62.1-44.3.

1987, c. 626, § 54-969; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2002, c. 784; 2011, cc. 777, 859; 2012, cc. 803,
835.

§ 54.1-2200.1. Expired.
Expired.

§ 54.1-2200.2. Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists; mem-
bership; quorum.
A. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-200, the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland
Professionals, and Geologists shall be composed of 13 members as follows: three licensed pro-
fessional soil scientists, three certified professional wetland delineators, three geologists, and three cit-
izen members. The State Geologist shall serve as an ex officio member of the Board. The geologist
members shall be of varied backgrounds. The professional soil scientist members shall have exper-
ience in at least one of the following areas: (i) soil mapping and classification, (ii) soil suitability and
land use, (iii) teaching and research in soil science, and (iv) environmental protection regulations. Of
the wetland professional members, one shall have experience in wetland delineation and description,
one shall have experience in teaching and research in wetland science, and one shall have exper-
ience with natural resource regulations. Terms of the members shall be for four years.

B. The Board shall annually elect a chairman from its membership. Seven board members, consisting
of at least two soil scientists, two professional wetland delineators, two geologists, and one citizen,
shall constitute a quorum.

C. The Governor may select the professional soil scientist members from a list of at least three names
for each vacancy submitted by the Virginia Association of Professional Soil Scientists. The Governor
may notify the Virginia Association of Professional Soil Scientists of any professional vacancy other
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than by expiration among the professional soil scientist members of the Board and nominations may
be made for the filling of the vacancy.

D. The Governor may select the wetland professionals from a list of at least three names for each
vacancy submitted by the Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals. The Governor may notify and
request nominations from the Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals of any professional
vacancy other than by expiration among the wetland professional members.

2012, cc. 803, 835.

Article 2 - SOIL SCIENTISTS AND WETLAND PROFESSIONALS

§ 54.1-2201. Exceptions.
A. The certification program for wetland delineation set forth in this chapter shall be voluntary and
shall not be construed to prohibit:

1. The practice of wetland delineation by individuals who are not certified professional wetland delin-
eators as defined in this chapter;

2. The work of an employee or a subordinate of a certified professional wetland delineator or of an indi-
vidual who is practicing wetland delineation without being certified;

3. The work of any professional engineer, landscape architect, or land surveyor as defined by § 54.1-
400 in rendering any of the services that constitute the practice of wetland delineation or the practice
of soil evaluation; or

4. The practice of any profession or occupation that is regulated by another regulatory board within the
Department.

B. The licensing program for professional soil scientists shall not be construed to prohibit:

1. The work of an employee or a subordinate of a licensed soil scientist;

2. The work of any professional engineer, landscape architect, or land surveyor as defined in § 54.1-
400 in rendering any services that constitute the practice of soil evaluation; or

3. The practice of any profession or occupation that is regulated by another regulatory board within the
Department.

C. Nothing in this chapter shall authorize an individual to engage in the practice of engineering, the
practice of land surveying or the practice of landscape architecture, unless such individual is licensed
or certified pursuant to Chapter 4 (§ 54.1-400 et seq.).

1987, c. 626, § 54-970; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2002, c. 784; 2009, c. 309; 2011, cc. 777, 859.

§ 54.1-2202. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 803 and 835, cl. 39.

§ 54.1-2203. Certification as wetland delineator.
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A. Any person practicing or offering to practice as a wetland professional in the Commonwealth may
submit to the Board evidence of qualification to be a certified professional wetland delineator as
provided in this chapter. The Board may certify any applicant who has satisfactorily met the require-
ments of this chapter and its regulations and shall specify on the certificate the appropriate endorse-
ment.

B. Any individual who allows his certification to lapse by failing to renew the certificate or failing to
meet professional activity requirements stipulated in the regulations may be reinstated by the Board
upon submission of satisfactory evidence that he is practicing in a competent manner and upon pay-
ment of the prescribed fee.

1987, c. 626, § 54-973; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 784; 2011, cc. 777, 859.

§ 54.1-2204. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2011, cc. 777 and 859, cl. 3, effective July 1, 2013.

§ 54.1-2205. License required; application; requirements for licensure; continuing education.
A. No person shall engage in, or offer to engage in, the practice of soil evaluation in the Com-
monwealth unless he has been licensed under the provisions of this chapter.

B. In order to be licensed as a professional soil scientist, an applicant shall:

1. Submit satisfactory evidence verified by affidavits that the applicant:

a. Is 18 years of age or older;

b. Is of good moral character; and

c. Has successfully completed such educational and experiential requirements as are required by this
chapter and the regulations of the Board.

2. Achieve a score acceptable to the Board on an examination in the principles and practice of soil
evaluation and satisfy one of the following criteria:

a. Hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher education in a soils curriculum
which has been approved by the Board and have at least four years of experience in soil evaluation,
the quality of which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as a pro-
fessional soil scientist; or

b. Hold a bachelor's degree in one of the natural sciences and have at least five years of experience
in soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent to
practice as a professional soil scientist; or

c. Have a record of at least eight years of experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which demon-
strates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist; or

d. Have at least four years of experience in soil science research or as a teacher of soils curriculum in
an accredited institution of higher education which offers an approved four-year program in soils and
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at least two years of soil evaluation experience, the quality of which demonstrates to the Board that
the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist.

C. The Board shall establish by regulation requirements for continuing education as a prerequisite to
the maintenance and renewal of a license issued under this chapter, not to exceed eight contact hours
per year.

D. Individuals applying for a license as a professional soil scientist between July 1, 2013, and July 1,
2015, who (i) have been certified as professional soil scientists by the Board or (ii) have achieved a
score set by the Board on the examination required by this section shall be licensed by the Board if all
other requirements of this chapter or Board regulations have been met, unless an applicant is found
by the Board to have engaged in any act that would constitute grounds for disciplinary action.

1987, c. 626, § 54-975; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 181; 2011, cc. 777, 859.

§ 54.1-2206. Waiver of examination.
A. The Board may waive the requirement for examination pursuant to § 54.1-2205 upon written applic-
ation from an individual who holds an unexpired certificate or license, or its equivalent, issued by a
regulatory body of another state, territory or possession of the United States and is not the subject of
any disciplinary proceeding before such regulatory body which could result in the suspension or revoc-
ation of his certificate or license, if such other state, territory or possession recognizes the license
issued by the Board.

B. The Board shall waive the requirement for examination pursuant to § 54.1-2206.2 upon the written
application from an individual who holds an unexpired certificate or its equivalent issued by a reg-
ulatory body of another state, territory or possession of the United States or has been provisionally cer-
tified under the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineator Certification Program of 1993 and
is not the subject of any disciplinary proceeding before such regulatory body, which could result in the
suspension or revocation of his certificate.

1987, c. 626, § 54-976; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 181; 2002, c. 784; 2003, c. 447; 2010, c. 91; 2011, cc.
777, 859.

§ 54.1-2206.1. Requirements for application for professional wetland delineator certification.
The Board may certify any applicant as a Virginia certified professional wetland delineator who has
submitted satisfactory evidence verified by affidavits that the applicant:

1. Is eighteen years of age or older;

2. Is of good moral character; and

3. Has successfully completed such educational and experiential requirements as are required by this
chapter and the regulations of the Board.

2002, c. 784.

§ 54.1-2206.2. Requirements for professional wetland delineator certification.
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In order to be certified as a professional wetland delineator, an applicant shall achieve a score accept-
able to the Board on an examination, which may include a field practicum, in the principles and prac-
tice of wetland delineation, provide three written references from wetland professionals with at least
one from a certified professional wetland delineator, and satisfy one of the following criteria:

1. Hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher education in a wetland science,
biology, biological engineering, civil and environmental engineering, ecology, soil science, geology,
hydrology or any similar biological, physical, natural science or environmental engineering curriculum
that has been approved by the Board; have successfully completed a course of instruction, in state
and federal wetland delineation methods, that has been approved by the Board; and have at least four
years of experience in wetland delineation, the quality of which demonstrates to the Board that the
applicant is competent to practice as a certified professional wetland delineator;

2. Have a record of at least six years of experience in wetland delineation, the quality of which demon-
strates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as a certified professional wetland delin-
eator; or

3. Have a record of at least four years of experience in wetland science research or as a teacher of
wetlands curriculum in an accredited institution of higher education, the quality of which demonstrates
to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as a certified professional wetland delineator.

2002, c. 784; 2007, c. 334; 2013, c. 546.

§ 54.1-2207. Unprofessional conduct.
Any professional soil scientist who is licensed or any wetland delineator who is certified, as provided
in this chapter, shall be considered guilty of unprofessional conduct and subject to disciplinary action
by the Board, if he:

1. Obtains his certification or license through fraud or deceit;

2. Violates or cooperates with others in violating any provision of this chapter, the Code of Pro-
fessional Ethics and Conduct or any regulation of the Board;

3. Performs any act likely to deceive, defraud or harm the public;

4. Demonstrates gross negligence, incompetence or misconduct in the practice of soil evaluation or
wetland delineation; or

5. Is convicted of a felony.

1987, c. 626; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 784; 2011, cc. 777, 859.

§ 54.1-2208. Unlawful representation as a licensed professional soil scientist or certified wetland
delineator.
A. No person shall represent himself as a licensed professional soil scientist unless he has been so
licensed by the Board. Any person practicing or offering to practice soil evaluation within the meaning
of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, or letterhead, represents himself as a
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licensed professional soil scientist without holding a license from the Board shall be guilty of a Class
1 misdemeanor.

B. No person shall represent himself as a certified professional wetland delineator unless he has
been so certified by the Board. Any person practicing or offering to practice wetland delineation within
the meaning of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, or letterhead, represents
himself as a certified professional wetland delineator without holding such a certificate from the Board
shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

1987, c. 626, § 54-971; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 784; 2011, cc. 777, 859.

Article 3 - GEOLOGISTS

§ 54.1-2208.1. Exemptions.
A. The certification program set forth in this article is voluntary and shall not be construed to prevent or
affect the practice of geology by uncertified geologists; however, no person may represent himself as
a Virginia certified professional geologist unless he has been so certified by the Board.

B. This article shall not prevent or affect the practice of any profession or trade for which licensing, cer-
tification, or registration is required under any other Virginia law, including the practice of licensed pro-
fessional engineers lawfully practicing engineering in its various specialized branches.

1981, c. 132, § 54-968; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1401; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-2208.2. Certification; minimum qualifications.
A. Any person practicing or offering to practice as a geologist or in a geological specialty in this Com-
monwealth may submit reasonable evidence to the Board that he is qualified to practice and to be cer-
tified as provided in this article. The Board shall approve the application for certification of any person
who, in the opinion of the Board, has satisfactorily met the requirements of this article and who has
paid any applicable fees fixed by the Board.

Certifications shall expire at intervals as designated by the Board. A certification may be renewed by
the Board upon receipt of a formal request accompanied by any applicable fees.

B. To be eligible for certification as a professional geologist, an applicant shall meet each of the fol-
lowing minimum qualifications:

1. Be of ethical character.

2. Have a baccalaureate or higher degree from an accredited institution of higher education with either
a major in geology, engineering geology, geological engineering, or related geological sciences; or
have completed at least 30 semester hours or the equivalent in geological science courses leading to
a major in geology.

3. Have at least seven years of geological work that shall include either a minimum of three years of
geological work under the supervision of a qualified or certified professional geologist or a minimum of
three years of experience in responsible charge of geological work. The adequacy of the position and
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the required supervision and experience shall be determined by the Board in accordance with stand-
ards set forth in its regulations. The following criteria of education and experience qualify toward the
required seven years of geological work:

a. Each year of full-time undergraduate study in the geological sciences shall count as one-half year
of experience up to a maximum of two years, and each year of full-time graduate study shall count as
a year of experience up to a maximum of three years. Credit for undergraduate and graduate study
shall in no case exceed a total of four years toward meeting the requirements for at least seven years
of geological work.

b. The Board may consider, in lieu of the above-described geological work, the cumulative total of geo-
logical work or geological research of persons occupying research or post-graduate positions as well
as those teaching geology courses at an institution of higher education, provided such work or
research can be demonstrated to be of a sufficiently responsible nature to be equivalent to the geo-
logical work required in this section.

4. Have successfully passed an appropriate examination approved by the Board and designed to
demonstrate that the applicant has the necessary knowledge and skill to exercise the responsibilities
of the public practice of geology.

At the discretion of the Board, separate examinations may be prepared for various subspecialities of
geology; however, there will be no specialty certification, only certification as a professional geologist.

1981, c. 132, §§ 54-964, 54-965; 1984, c. 51; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1403; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-2208.3. Waiver of examination.
The Board may waive the examination requirement for certification as a professional geologist for an
applicant who otherwise meets the requirements of this article and who also meets any of the fol-
lowing conditions:

1. Makes written application to the Board and has at least 12 years of geological work that includes
the geological work as specified in subsection B of § 54.1-2208.2.

2. Makes written application to the Board and holds an unexpired certificate of registration, cer-
tification, or license to engage in the practice of geology issued to him on the basis of comparable
requirements by a proper authority of a state, territory, or possession of the United States or the District
of Columbia.

1981, c. 132, § 54-966; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1404; 1994, c. 247; 1996, c. 49; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 54.1-2208.4. Professional ethics and conduct.
A. The Board, in coordination with an ad hoc panel of certified professional geologists convened by
the Board and representing various geological interests in Virginia, shall have prepared and adopted
a Code of Professional Ethics and Conduct that shall be published and made known in writing to
every Virginia certified professional geologist and applicant for certification under this article. The
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Board may revise and amend this code as needed and shall forthwith notify each certified pro-
fessional geologist in writing of such revisions or amendments.

B. The full Board, by majority vote, shall have the power to suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew the cer-
tification of any professional geologist who, after an appropriate formal hearing, is found to have been
involved in:

1. Any fraud or deceit in obtaining certification;

2. Any violation of the Code of Professional Ethics and Conduct or other regulations of the Board;

3. Demonstrated gross negligence, incompetence, or misconduct in the practice of geology as a pro-
fessional geologist; or

4. Any conviction of a felony which, in the opinion of the Board, would adversely affect the practice of
geology.

C. The Board, by majority vote of the quorum, may reinstate a revoked or suspended certification to
any professional geologist who makes written application to the Board showing good cause for such
action.

1981, c. 132, § 54-967; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1405; 2012, cc. 803, 835.

Chapter 22.1 - WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY OPERATORS

§ 54.1-2209. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board for Waste Management Facility Operators.

"Person" means an individual, corporation, partnership, association, governmental body, municipal
corporation or any other legal entity.

"Waste management facility" means a site used for planned treatment, storage or disposal of non-
hazardous solid waste.

"Waste management facility operator" means any person, including an owner, who is in charge of the
actual, on-site operation of a waste management facility during any period of operation.

1991, c. 551.

§ 54.1-2210. Board for Waste Management Facility Operators; membership; terms.
The Board for Waste Management Facility Operators shall consist of seven members appointed by
the Governor as follows: a representative from the Department of Environmental Quality, a rep-
resentative from a local government that owns a sanitary landfill, a representative from a local gov-
ernment that owns a waste management facility other than a sanitary landfill, a representative of a
private owner of a sanitary landfill, a representative of a private owner of a waste management facility
other than a sanitary landfill, and two citizen members, one of whom shall be a representative of a
commercial waste generator. No owner shall be represented by more than one representative or
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employee. The terms of Board members shall be four years, except that vacancies shall be filled for
the unexpired term. No member shall serve more than two consecutive four-year terms.

1991, c. 551; 1996, cc. 78, 824; 2010, c. 91.

§ 54.1-2211. Duties; licensing.
A. The Board shall promulgate regulations and standards for the training and licensing of waste man-
agement facility operators. The Board may establish classes of training and licensing based upon the
type of waste management facility for which a waste management facility operator seeks a license.
Training and licensing requirements may vary for the classes of license established by the Board
based upon the type of facility and the type of waste managed at the facility. The Board shall consider
an applicant's prior experience in determining whether the applicant meets the training requirements
imposed by this chapter.

B. Any person may apply to the Board for approval of the training programs it administers to waste
management facility operators. Such training programs shall be approved by the Board if they meet
the requirements established by the Board. Any person successfully completing a training program
approved by the Board shall be deemed to have met the training requirements imposed by this
chapter.

1991, c. 551; 1997, c. 885.

§ 54.1-2212. License required.
Effective January 1, 1993, no person shall be a waste management facility operator or represent him-
self as a waste management facility operator without a license from the Board.

1991, c. 551; 1997, c. 885.

Chapter 23 - WATERWORKS AND WASTEWATER WORKS OPERATORS

§ 54.1-2300. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage Sys-
tem Professionals.

"Onsite sewage system" means a conventional onsite sewage system or alternative onsite sewage
system as defined in § 32.1-163.

"Operator" means any individual employed or appointed by any owner, and who is designated by
such owner to be the person in responsible charge, such as a supervisor, a shift operator, or a sub-
stitute in charge, and whose duties include testing or evaluation to control waterworks or wastewater
works operations or to operate and maintain onsite sewage systems. Not included in this definition are
superintendents or directors of public works, city engineers, or other municipal or industrial officials
whose duties do not include the actual operation or direct supervision of waterworks or wastewater
works.
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"Owner" means the Commonwealth of Virginia, or any political subdivision thereof, any public or
private institution, corporation, association, firm or company organized or existing under the laws of
this Commonwealth or of any other state or nation, or any person or group of persons acting indi-
vidually or as a group, who own, manage, or maintain waterworks or wastewater works.

"Person" means any individual, group of individuals, a corporation, a partnership, a business trust, an
association or other similar legal entity engaged in operating waterworks or wastewater works.

"Wastewater works" means each system of (i) sewerage systems or sewage treatment works, serving
more than 400 persons, as set forth in § 62.1-44.18; (ii) sewerage systems or sewage treatment works
serving fewer than 400 persons, as set forth in § 62.1-44.18, if so certified by the State Water Control
Board; and (iii) facilities for discharge to state waters of industrial wastes or other wastes, if certified by
the State Water Control Board.

"Waterworks" means each system of structures and appliances used in connection with the collection,
storage, purification, and treatment of water for drinking or domestic use and the distribution thereof to
the public, except distribution piping. Systems serving fewer than 400 persons shall not be considered
to be a waterworks unless certified by the Board to be such.

1970, c. 768, § 54-573.2; 1972, c. 682; 1988, c. 765; 2007, cc. 892, 924.

§ 54.1-2301. Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage System
Professionals; membership; terms; duties.
A. The Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage System Pro-
fessionals shall consist of 11 members as follows: the Director of the Office of Water Programs of the
State Department of Health, or his designee, the Executive Director of the State Water Control Board,
or his designee, a currently employed waterworks operator having a valid license of the highest clas-
sification issued by the Board, a currently employed wastewater works operator having a valid license
of the highest classification issued by the Board, a local or regional representative of the Department
of Health, a representative of an owner of a waterworks, a representative of an owner of a wastewater
works, a licensed alternative onsite sewage system operator, a licensed alternative onsite sewage sys-
tem installer, a licensed onsite soil evaluator, and one nonlegislative citizen member. The alternative
onsite sewage system operator, alternative onsite sewage system installer, and onsite soil evaluator
shall have practiced for at least five consecutive years immediately prior to appointment. No owner
shall be represented on the Board by more than one representative or employee operator. The term of
Board members shall be four years.

B. 1. The Board shall examine waterworks and wastewater works operators and issue licenses. The
licenses may be issued in specific operator classifications to attest to the competency of an operator to
supervise and operate waterworks and wastewater works while protecting the public health, welfare,
and property and conserving and protecting the water resources of the Commonwealth.
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2. The Board shall, upon application by an individual, and without examination pursuant to sub-
division 1, recognize licenses or certificates issued by another state as fulfillment of qualifications for
licensure in the Commonwealth if the following conditions are met:

a. The individual holds a current and valid professional or occupational license or government cer-
tification in another state in a profession or occupation with a similar scope of practice, as determined
by the Board;

b. The individual has held the professional or occupational license or government certification in the
other state for at least three years;

c. The other state or state of original licensure required the individual to pass an examination and to
meet certain standards related to education, training, or experience;

d. There are no pending investigations or unresolved complaints against the individual, and the other
state holds the individual in good standing;

e. The individual does not have a disqualifying criminal record as determined by the Board in accord-
ance with § 54.1-204;

f. No other state has imposed discipline on the licensee, except for discipline involving only a financial
penalty and no harm to the health or economic well-being of the public; and

g. The individual pays all applicable fees.

3. For the purposes of this subsection, "other state" or "another state" means any state, territory, pos-
session, or jurisdiction of the United States.

C. The Board shall establish a program for licensing individuals as onsite soil evaluators, onsite
sewage system installers, and onsite sewage system operators.

D. The Board, in consultation with the Board of Health, shall adopt regulations for the licensure of (i)
onsite soil evaluators; (ii) installers of alternative onsite sewage systems, as defined in § 32.1-163;
and (iii) operators of alternative onsite sewage systems, as defined in § 32.1-163. Such regulations
shall include requirements for (a) minimum education and training, including approved training
courses; (b) relevant work experience; (c) demonstrated knowledge and skill; (d) application fees to
cover the costs of the program, renewal fees, and schedules; (e) the division of onsite soil evaluators
into classes, one of which shall be restricted to the design of conventional onsite sewage systems;
and (f) other criteria the Board deems necessary.

E. The Board shall permit any wastewater works operator to sit for the conventional onsite sewage sys-
tem operator examination.

1970, c. 768, §§ 54-573.1, 54-573.3; 1981, c. 447; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 97; 2007, cc. 892, 924; 2008,
c. 67; 2012, cc. 677, 704; 2013, c. 731; 2023, cc. 192, 632, 633.

§ 54.1-2302. License required.
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No person shall operate a waterworks or wastewater works, perform the duties of an onsite soil eval-
uator, or install or operate an alternative onsite sewage system, without a valid license.

1979, c. 408, § 54-573.18; 1988, c. 765; 2007, cc. 892, 924.

Chapter 23.1 - Cemetery Operators, Perpetual Care Trust Funds and Preneed
Burial Contracts

§ 54.1-2310. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Advertisement" means any information disseminated or placed before the public.

"At-need" means at the time of death or while death is imminent.

"Board" means the Cemetery Board.

"Cemetery" means any land or structure used or intended to be used for the interment of human
remains. The sprinkling of ashes or their burial in a biodegradable container on church grounds or
their placement in a columbarium on church property shall not constitute the creation of a cemetery.

"Cemetery company" means any person engaged in the business of (i) selling or offering for sale any
grave or entombment right in a cemetery and representing to the public that the entire cemetery, a
single grave, or entombment right therein will be perpetually cared for; (ii) selling property or services,
vaults, grave liners, urns, memorials, markers, and monuments used in connection with interring or dis-
posing of the remains or commemorating the memory of a deceased human being, where delivery of
the property or performance of the service may be delayed more than 120 days after receipt of the ini-
tial payment on account of such sale; or (iii) maintaining a facility used for the interment or disposal of
the remains and required to maintain perpetual care or preneed trust funds in accordance with this
chapter. Such property or services include but are not limited to burial vaults, mausoleum crypts,
garden crypts, lawn crypts, memorials, and marker bases, but shall not include graves or incidental
additions such as dates, scrolls, or other supplementary matter representing not more than ten percent
of the total contract price.

"Compliance agent" means a natural person who owns or is employed by a cemetery company to
assure the compliance of the cemetery company with the provisions of this chapter.

"Cost requirement" means the total cost to the seller of the property or services subject to the deposit
requirements of § 54.1-2325 required by that seller's total contracts.

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Garden crypt" means a burial receptacle, usually constructed of reinforced concrete, installed in
quantity on gravel or tile underlay. Each crypt becomes an integral part of a given garden area and is
considered real property.

"General funds" means the sum total of specific funds put together in a single fund.
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"Grave" means a below-ground right of interment.

"In-person communication" means face-to-face communication and telephonic communication.

"Interment" means all forms of final disposal of human remains including, but not limited to, earth
burial, mausoleum entombment and niche or columbarium inurnment. The sprinkling of ashes on
church grounds shall not constitute interment.

"Lawn crypt" means a burial vault with some minor modifications for the improvement of drainage in
and around the receptacle and is considered personal property.

"Licensee" means any person holding a valid license issued by the Board.

"Marker base" means the visible part of the marker or monument upon which the marker or monument
rests and is considered personal property.

"Mausoleum crypt" means a burial receptacle usually constructed of reinforced concrete and usually
constructed or assembled above the ground and is considered real property.

"Memorials, markers or monuments" means the object used to identify the deceased and is con-
sidered personal property.

"Perpetual care trust fund" means a fund created to provide income to a cemetery to provide care,
maintenance, administration and embellishment of the cemetery.

"Preneed" means at any time other than either at the time of death or while death is imminent.

"Preneed burial contract" means a contract for the sale of property or services used in connection with
interring or disposing of the remains or commemorating the memory of a deceased human being,
where delivery of the property or performance of the service may be delayed for more than 120 days
after the receipt of initial payment on account of such sale. Such property includes but is not limited to
burial vaults, mausoleum crypts, garden crypts, lawn crypts, memorials, and marker bases, but shall
not include graves or incidental additions such as dates, scrolls, or other supplementary matter rep-
resenting not more than ten percent of the total contract price.

"Resale" means the sale of an interment right in a cemetery governed by this chapter to a person other
than the cemetery company owning the cemetery in which the right exists by a person other than that
cemetery company or its authorized agent. The term "resale" shall not be construed to include the
transfer of interment rights upon the death of the owner.

"Retail sales price" means the standard, nondiscounted price as listed on the general price list
required by § 54.1-2327.

"Seller" means the cemetery company.

"Seller's trust account" means the total specific trust funds deposited from all of a specific seller's con-
tracts, plus income on such funds allotted to that seller.
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"Solicitation" means initiating contact with consumers with the intent of influencing their selection of a
cemetery.

"Specific trust funds" means funds identified to a certain contract for personal property or services.

1998, cc. 708, 721; 2000, c. 36; 2011, c. 792.

§ 54.1-2311. Cemetery operators required to be licensed by the Board.
No person shall engage in the business of a cemetery company in the Commonwealth without first
being licensed by the Board. The cemetery company shall renew its license as required by the Board.
Such license and such renewal of license shall (i) be on forms prescribed by the Board and shall
include the name and address of each cemetery in Virginia in which the cemetery company has a busi-
ness interest, the name and address of all officers and directors of the cemetery company, the
registered agent for the cemetery company, the compliance agent, and any such other information as
the Board may require consistent with the purposes of this chapter and (ii) include a fee as prescribed
by the Board for each cemetery in Virginia in which the cemetery company has a business interest.
The cemetery company shall notify the Board of any change in the information required to be filed
within thirty days after the change. A new license shall be required if there is a change in the own-
ership of the cemetery company. If there is a change in the compliance agent designated by the
cemetery company, it shall promptly notify the Board in writing. All fees shall be remitted to the State
Treasurer and shall be placed to the credit and special fund of the Department to be used in the admin-
istration of this chapter.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2312. Exemptions.
A. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to cemeteries wholly owned and operated by the state
or a county, city, or town; a church; or a nonstock corporation not operated for profit if the corporation
(i) does not compensate any officer or director except for reimbursement of reasonable expenses
incurred in the performance of his official duties; (ii) does not sell or construct or directly or indirectly
contract for the sale or construction of vaults or lawn, garden, or mausoleum crypts; and (iii) uses pro-
ceeds from the sale of all graves and entombment rights for the sole purpose of defraying the direct
expenses of maintaining the cemetery. For the purposes of this subsection, "church" includes a
church that operates as a historic landmark.

B. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any community cemetery not operated for profit if
the cemetery (i) does not compensate any officer or director except for reimbursement of reasonable
expenses incurred in the performance of his official duties, and uses the proceeds from the sale of the
graves and mausoleum spaces for the sole purpose of defraying the direct expenses of maintaining its
facilities or (ii) was chartered by the Commonwealth prior to 1857 A.D.

C. The provisions of this chapter regarding preneed burial contracts shall not apply to prearranged
funeral plans entered into by licensees of the Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers.
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D. The provisions of the chapter shall not apply to any family cemetery provided that no graves or
entombment rights therein are sold or offered for sale to the public.

E. Subject to the requirements of § 54.1-2312.1, the provisions of this chapter shall not apply to the
resale of any interment right in a cemetery in the Commonwealth.

1998, cc. 708, 721; 2011, c. 792; 2020, cc. 27, 33.

§ 54.1-2312.01. Special interments; definitions; regulations by Board.
A. A cemetery company may have a section in the cemetery devoted to the interment of human
remains and the pets of such deceased humans, provided:

1. The section of the cemetery property dedicated for this purpose is segregated entirely from the
remainder of the cemetery devoted to the interment of human remains;

2. No uncremated pet is interred in the same grave, crypt, or niche as the remains of a human; and

3. The section of the cemetery is clearly marked and advertised as such by the cemetery company.

B. A cemetery company may have a section in the cemetery devoted to the interment of pets,
provided:

1. The section of the cemetery property dedicated for this purpose is segregated entirely from the
remainder of the cemetery devoted to the interment of human remains; and

2. The section of the cemetery is clearly marked and advertised as such by the cemetery company.

C. As used in the section, "pet" means the same as that term is defined in § 57-39.20.

D. The Board shall adopt such regulations as the Board deems appropriate and necessary to imple-
ment the provisions of this section. Regulations of the Board shall be in accordance with the Admin-
istrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).

2014, c. 500; 2020, c. 537.

§ 54.1-2312.1. Resale of interment right; conditions for resale transaction; contents of transfer
form; approval by cemetery company.
A. No person shall participate as a seller in more than four consummated resale transactions in any
calendar year except as authorized by this section or § 54.1-2312.2.

B. Unless exempted by subsection A, no resale transaction shall be valid unless:

1. The resale is at-need;

2. The seller is (i) a funeral director, embalmer, establishment, or service licensed pursuant to Chapter
28 (§ 54.1-2800 et seq.) or (ii) a cemetery company licensed pursuant to this chapter;

3. No more than one interment right is transferred by the transaction;

4. Any merchandise, personal property, or service purchased in the original pre-need transaction is
transferred with the interment right;
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5. The resale is approved, pursuant to subsection C, by the cemetery company that owns the
cemetery in which the interment right exists; and

6. The seller provides written notice to the buyer that the resale transaction is contingent upon (i)
approval by the cemetery company that owns the cemetery in which the interment right exists, (ii) pay-
ment of the cemetery transfer fee, and (iii) compliance with the provisions of this section.

C. A cemetery company shall approve a resale transaction upon receipt of a valid transfer form that
has been acknowledged by the buyer as required by subsection D 6, a reasonable cemetery transfer
fee to be set by the cemetery company, and a copy of the bill of sale or other document confirming the
resale, provided such approval is consistent with the current rules and regulations of the cemetery
company.

D. The transfer form shall be provided by the seller to the buyer at the time of the resale and shall be
valid only when signed by the seller, buyer, and cemetery company. At a minimum, the transfer form
shall contain the following information:

1. The name and address of each seller and buyer;

2. The valid license number of each seller under Chapter 28 (§ 54.1-2800 et seq.) or under this
chapter;

3. A complete description of the location of the property for which the interment right is being sold;

4. A clear disclosure of the cemetery transfer fee;

5. The name, address, and telephone number of the Board and a statement that the Board is the reg-
ulatory agency that handles consumer complaints; and

6. An acknowledgement that the buyer has read, understands, and agrees to abide by the current
rules and regulations of the cemetery and its current general price list, as applicable.

The information required to be included in the transfer form by subdivisions 1 through 5 shall be
provided by the seller.

E. In the event a resale is not approved by the cemetery company under this section, the resale trans-
action shall be void and within 30 days the seller shall refund to the buyer any and all moneys paid
pursuant to the transaction and the buyer shall return to the seller any merchandise or personal prop-
erty that was transferred to the buyer by the seller as a part of the resale.

2011, c. 792; 2013, c. 395.

§ 54.1-2312.2. Resale of interment right by certain churches and religious organizations.
A. In addition to the provisions of § 54.1-2312.1, a church or religious organization may proceed with a
resale transaction of an interment right if (i) the church or religious organization is exempt from income
tax under Title 58.1 or from taxation pursuant to § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and (ii) the
buyer is a member of the church congregation or religious organization or an immediate family mem-
ber of such member.
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B. Resale transactions under this subsection shall also comply with the following:

1. Any merchandise, personal property, or service purchased in the original preneed transaction is
transferred with the interment right;

2. The resale is approved, pursuant to subdivision 4, by the cemetery company that owns the
cemetery in which the interment right exists;

3. The seller provides written notice to the buyer that the resale transaction is contingent upon (i)
approval by the cemetery company that owns the cemetery in which the interment right exists, (ii) pay-
ment of the cemetery transfer fee, and (iii) compliance with the provisions of this section;

4. A cemetery company shall approve a resale transaction upon receipt of a valid transfer form that
has been acknowledged by the buyer as required by subdivision 5 e, a reasonable cemetery transfer
fee to be set by the cemetery company, and a copy of the bill of sale or other document confirming the
resale, provided such approval is consistent with the current rules and regulations of the cemetery
company; and

5. The transfer form shall be provided by the seller to the buyer at the time of the resale and shall be
valid only when signed by the seller, buyer, and cemetery company. A cemetery company may rely in
good faith on the representations and documentation submitted by the buyer and seller. At a minimum,
the transfer form shall contain the following information:

a. The name and address of each seller and buyer;

b. A complete description of the location of the property for which the interment right is being sold;

c. A clear disclosure of the cemetery transfer fee;

d. The name, address, and telephone number of the Board and a statement that the Board is the reg-
ulatory agency that handles consumer complaints; and

e. An acknowledgment that the buyer has read, understands, and agrees to abide by the current rules
and regulations of the cemetery and its current general price list, as applicable.

The information required to be included in the transfer form by subdivisions a through d shall be
provided by the seller.

C. In the event a resale is not approved by the cemetery company under this section, the resale trans-
action shall be void and within 30 days the seller shall refund to the buyer all money paid pursuant to
the transaction and the buyer shall return to the seller any merchandise or personal property trans-
ferred to the buyer by the seller as a part of the resale.

D. Nothing in this section shall prevent a church or religious organization exempt from income tax
under Title 58.1 or from taxation pursuant to § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code from reselling
any interment right back to the cemetery company. Subsequent sale of such interment rights by the
cemetery company shall not be considered a resale transaction.



E. Nothing in this section shall prevent a cemetery company from reselling an interment right of a nat-
ural person.

2013, c. 395.

§ 54.1-2313. Board; appointment; terms; vacancies; meetings; quorum; other powers; regulations.
A. The Cemetery Board shall consist of seven members to be appointed by the Governor as follows:
four cemetery operators who have operated a cemetery in the Commonwealth for at least five con-
secutive years immediately prior to appointment, no more than two of whom shall be affiliated with a
cemetery company incorporated in the Commonwealth which is owned, operated or affiliated, directly
or indirectly, with a foreign corporation; one representative of local government, and two citizen mem-
bers. Appointments to the Board shall generally represent the geographical areas of the Com-
monwealth.

B. All appointments shall be for terms of four years, except that appointment to fill vacancies shall be
for the unexpired terms. No person shall be eligible to serve for more than two successive four-year
terms.

C. The Board shall annually elect a chairman and a vice-chairman from among its members. The
Board shall meet at least once each year and may meet as often as its duties require. Four members
shall constitute a quorum.

D. In addition to the general powers and duties conferred in this subtitle, the Board shall have the
power and duty to (i) regulate preneed burial contracts and perpetual care trust fund accounts as pre-
scribed by this chapter, including, but not limited to, the authority to prescribe preneed contract forms,
disclosure requirements and disclosure forms and to require reasonable bonds to insure performance
of preneed contracts, (ii) regulate and register sales personnel employed by a cemetery company, and
(iii) regulate and establish qualifications and standards of conduct for compliance agents employed by
a cemetery company to assure compliance of the cemetery with the provisions of this chapter.

E. In addition to such other regulations the Board deems appropriate, the Board shall adopt reg-
ulations which provide:

1. A method for executing, at-need, a preneed burial contract, including the petitioning a court of com-
petent jurisdiction for the appointment of a receiver, where a licensee who is a party to such preneed
burial contract has had his license to operate a cemetery revoked or suspended for violation of this
chapter or Board regulations; and

2. Consumer protections which are consistent with those provisions of the Federal Trade Commission
Funeral Rules which the Board finds may be appropriately applied to cemetery companies.

1998, cc. 708, 721; 2004, c. 247; 2010, c. 91; 2012, c. 522.

§ 54.1-2313.1. Protection of preneed burial and perpetual care trust funds; operation of cemetery
company; appointment of receiver.
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No licensee or any agent of the licensee shall divert or misuse any funds held in trust or otherwise
held by him for another. If preneed or perpetual care funds are held in trust and the Board or its agents
have reason to believe that (i) the licensee is not able to adequately protect the interest of the person
involved; (ii) the licensee has had his license suspended, revoked, or surrendered; and (iii) the con-
duct of the licensee or the operation of the cemetery threatens the interests of the public, the Board
shall file a petition with any court of record having equity jurisdiction over the licensee or any of the
funds held by him stating the facts upon which it relies.

The court may temporarily enjoin further activity by the licensee and take such further action as shall
be necessary to ensure that the cemetery company is operated in full compliance with this chapter
and the Board's regulations, or to conserve, protect, and disburse the funds involved, or both, includ-
ing the appointment of a receiver. If a receiver is appointed, the expenses of such receivership and a
reasonable fee, as determined by the court, shall be paid from the assets of the cemetery company.
The Board shall not be liable for any expenses or fees of the receiver.

2004, c. 192; 2022, c. 161.

§ 54.1-2314. Refusal, suspension or revocation of license or registration.
The Board may refuse to license or register any applicant, suspend a license or registration for a
stated period or indefinitely, revoke any license or registration, censure or reprimand any person
licensed or registered by the Board or place such person on probation for such time as it may des-
ignate for any of the following causes related to the sale or offering to the public of cemetery vaults,
grave liners, urns, memorials, markers or monuments:

1. Conviction of any felony or any crime involving moral turpitude;

2. Unprofessional conduct which is likely to defraud or to deceive the public or clients;

3. Misrepresentation or fraud in the conduct of the cemetery company or its sales personnel, or in
obtaining or renewing a license or registration;

4. False or misleading advertising;

5. Solicitation in violation of subsection B of § 54.1-2327;

6. Direct or indirect payment or offer of payment of a commission to others by the licensee, his sales
representatives, agents, or employees for the purpose of securing business;

7. Use of alcohol or drugs to the extent that such use renders him unsafe to practice his licensed or
registered activity;

8. Aiding or abetting an unlicensed person to engage in the business of a cemetery company;

9. Using profane, indecent or obscene language within the immediate hearing of the family or relatives
of a deceased, whose body has been interred or otherwise disposed of;

10. Violation of any statute, ordinance or regulation affecting the handling, custody, care or trans-
portation of dead human bodies;
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11. Failure to comply with subsection A of § 54.1-2327 and to keep on file an itemized statement of all
retail prices and fees charged related to the sale of property or services as required by Board reg-
ulations and this chapter;

12. Charging third-party handling fees, which shall not include installation fees; and

13. Refusing to honor the transfer of preneed contract arrangements to another party. However the
licensee shall not be responsible for paying additional costs associated with any actual transfer.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2315. Other prohibited activities.
The following acts shall be prohibited:

1. Employment directly or indirectly of any sales representative, agent, employee or other person, on a
part-time or full-time basis, or on a commission, for the purpose of calling upon individuals or insti-
tutions by whose influence dead human bodies may be turned over to a particular funeral estab-
lishment or cemetery company;

2. Solicitation, offer, payment, or acceptance by a licensee or registered sales personnel of a licensee,
of any commission or bonus or rebate in consideration of recommending or causing a dead human
body to be disposed of in any crematory, mausoleum or cemetery;

3. Violating or cooperating with others to violate any provision of this chapter or Board regulations;

4. Interfering with the freedom of choice of the general public in the choice of persons or estab-
lishments providing funeral services, preneed funeral planning or preneed funeral contracts.

Nothing in this section shall preclude a cemetery company employing or retaining a sales rep-
resentative, agent, employee or other person, on a part-time or full-time basis, from offering cemetery
company goods and services on a commission basis.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2316. Certain representations unlawful; perpetual care trust fund required.
It shall be unlawful to sell or offer for sale in the Commonwealth any grave or entombment right in a
cemetery and, in connection therewith, to represent to the public in any manner, express or implied,
that the entire cemetery or any grave or entombment right therein will be perpetually cared for, unless
adequate provision has been made for the perpetual care of the cemetery and all graves and entomb-
ment rights therein as to which such representation has been made.

Each cemetery company shall establish in a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally
insured bank or savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth, an irrevocable trust fund in
the amount of at least $50,000 before the first lot, parcel of land, burial or entombment right is sold.
This fund shall be designated the perpetual care trust fund.

1998, cc. 708, 721; 2004, c. 192.

§ 54.1-2317. Who may serve as trustee of perpetual care trust fund.
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A. The trustee of the perpetual care trust fund shall be appointed by the person owning, operating, or
developing a cemetery company. If the trustee is other than a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary
or a federally insured bank or savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth, the trustee
shall be approved by the Board.

A trustee that is not a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally insured bank or savings
institution doing business in the Commonwealth shall apply to the Board for approval, and the Board
shall approve the trustee when it has become satisfied that the applicant:

1. Employs and is directed by persons who are qualified by character, experience, and financial
responsibility to care for and invest the funds of others;

2. Will perform its duties in a proper and legal manner and the trust funds and interest of the public gen-
erally will not be jeopardized; and

3. Is authorized to do business in the Commonwealth and has adequate facilities to perform its duties
as trustee.

B. If the trustee is other than a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally insured bank or
savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth, the trustee shall furnish a fidelity bond with
corporate surety thereon, payable to the trust established, which shall be designated "Perpetual Care
Trust Fund for (name of cemetery company)," in a sum equal to not less than 100 percent of the value
of the principal of the trust estate at the beginning of each calendar year, which bond shall be depos-
ited with the Board.

C. If the trustee is other than a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally insured bank or
savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth and if it appears that an officer, director or
employee of the trustee is dishonest, incompetent, or reckless in the management of a perpetual care
trust fund, the Board may bring an action in the appropriate court to remove the trustee and to impound
the property and business of the trustee as may be reasonably necessary to protect the trust funds.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2318. Application of Part A (§ 64.2-1200 et seq.) of Subtitle IV of Title 64.2.
Trustees appointed pursuant to this chapter shall be governed in their investment of trust funds by §
2.2-4519 and §§ 64.2-1502 through 64.2-1506, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2319. Deposit in perpetual care trust fund required upon sale of graves, etc.
Each cemetery company shall deposit a minimum of ten percent of the receipts from the sale of graves
and above-ground crypts and niches, excluding below-ground burial vaults, in cash in the perpetual
care trust fund within thirty days after the close of the month in which such receipts are paid to it. If the
purchaser's payment is made on an installment or deferred payment basis, the cemetery company
shall have the option of paying ten percent of the amount of principal in each payment received into
the perpetual care trust fund. If the cemetery company provides a grave or an above-ground crypt or
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niche without compensation, ten percent of the retail sales price shall be deposited within thirty days
after the close of the month in which the property is provided to the consumer.

1998, cc. 708, 721; 2000, c. 36.

§ 54.1-2320. Additional deposit not required upon subsequent sale of same grave, crypt or niche.
If ten percent of the sales price of a grave or above-ground crypt or niche has been deposited in a per-
petual care trust fund, no deposit shall be required on subsequent sales of the same grave, crypt or
niche.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2321. Recovery of original perpetual care trust fund deposit.
Once the cemetery company has deposited in the perpetual care trust fund a sum equal to twice the
amount of the original deposit, exclusive of the original deposit, the trustee shall allow the cemetery
company to recover its original deposit by withholding the money that would otherwise be required to
be deposited in the perpetual care trust fund until the amount of the original deposit is recovered.
Once the cemetery company has recovered an amount equal to its original deposit, deposits to the per-
petual care trust fund shall be resumed.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2322. Use of income from perpetual care trust fund; distributions.
A. The income from the perpetual care trust fund shall be used solely and exclusively for the general
care, maintenance, administration, and embellishment of the cemetery. Unless prior approval has
been obtained from the Board or a court of competent jurisdiction, the principal of the perpetual care
trust fund shall only be used for investment purposes.

B. A cemetery company may request the trustee of a perpetual care trust fund to elect the distribution
of either of the following from the perpetual care trust fund:

1. All net income, which for purposes of this section means the collected dividends, interest, and other
income of the perpetual care trust fund less any taxes on income, fees, commissions, and costs. A dis-
tribution made under this subdivision shall be referred to as a "net income distribution method"; or

2. An amount not to exceed five percent of the fair market value of the perpetual care trust fund at the
close of its fiscal year preceding the distribution year. A distribution made under this subdivision shall
be referred to as a "total return distribution method."

C. A cemetery company may request the trustee of a perpetual care trust fund to convert from a net
income distribution method to a total return distribution method by delivering written or electronic
notice to the trustee. Notice of such conversions shall be provided to the Board at least 90 days prior
to implementation of the total return distribution method. Such notices may be written or electronic and
shall include a copy of the trust instrument, election of distribution method, and an investment and dis-
tribution policy pursuant to subdivision D 1. In the event that a distribution method is not elected, dis-
tributions shall be limited to the net income distribution method.
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D. The trustee of a perpetual care trust fund may reject a cemetery company's request to elect a total
return distribution method. If a trustee determines that election of a total return distribution method is
proper, he shall:

1. Prior to implementation of the total return distribution method, adopt a written investment and dis-
tribution policy under which the amounts of future distributions from the perpetual care trust fund will
be calculated under the total return distribution method rather than net income distribution method.
The investment goals and objectives of such policy shall be tailored to achieve (i) principal growth
through equity investment; (ii) current income through income investment, as necessary; and (iii) an
appropriate balance between (a) maintaining purchasing power through principal appreciation and (b)
generating income to support the cemetery company's care and maintenance. A copy of such policy
shall be sent to the Board with the notice required in subsection C;

2. Ensure that asset allocation under the perpetual care trust fund includes a diversified portfolio and
that investment decisions are made in accordance with all other applicable laws of the Com-
monwealth;

3. Determine the fair market value of the perpetual care trust fund at least annually using generally
accepted valuation methods and such valuation date or dates or averages of valuation dates as are
readily ascertainable;

4. Make distributions from the perpetual care trust fund on a monthly, quarterly, semi-annual, or annual
basis, as agreed upon by the cemetery company and the trustee;

5. Require that both of the following tests be met each fiscal year prior to allowing any distribution from
the perpetual care trust fund to the cemetery company: (i) the fair market value of the perpetual care
trust fund after the distribution will be greater than the aggregate of 80 percent of the fair market value
of the perpetual care trust fund at the close of the preceding fiscal year plus the total contributions
made to the trust principal from such date to the date that the method of distribution is elected and (ii)
beginning with the third year of using a total return distribution method, a three-year analysis of invest-
ment returns and distribution practices indicates that such practices will result in sufficient protection of
the trust principal. If either test is not met, distributions for that fiscal year shall be limited to the net
income distribution method;

6. In the event that the taxes and fees paid by the perpetual care trust fund are greater than two and
one-half percent of the fair market value of the trust at the close of the preceding fiscal year, reduce the
distribution by the amount exceeding two and one-half percent; and

7. Maintain records documenting the fair market value of the assets held in the perpetual care trust
fund at the end of the accounting period immediately prior to conversion to the total return distribution
method.

E. In addition to filing an annual perpetual care trust fund financial report with the Board pursuant to §
54.1-2324, a cemetery company that has elected a total return distribution method shall also file a
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copy of such financial report at the close of each fiscal year with the commissioner of accounts in a jur-
isdiction in the Commonwealth in which the cemetery company owns a cemetery. The commissioner
of accounts shall review the financial report and forward his finalized accounting to the Board, with all
reasonable fees and costs for such filing and review borne by the cemetery company. A trustee shall
not make any distribution from a perpetual care trust fund under a total return distribution method until
the review by the commissioner of accounts has been finalized. A review shall be deemed finalized if
the commissioner of accounts has not responded or communicated any deficiencies within 60 days of
the submission of the financial report.

F. The Board shall review all notices of conversion or reversion of perpetual care trust fund distribution
method for compliance with this section. The Board may engage the services of a professional to
review notices of conversion or reversion to a total return distribution method, with all reasonable
costs of such review borne by the cemetery company that submitted such notice.

The Board may limit or prohibit conversion from a net income distribution method to a total return dis-
tribution method if the trustee or any investment manager is not able to demonstrate sufficient know-
ledge and expertise regarding effective implementation of the total return distribution method. The
Board may prohibit a reversion from the total return distribution method to the net income distribution
method if the trust principal is less than it was at the time the cemetery company converted to the total
return distribution method, as adjusted for inflation.

If a conversion to the total return distribution method has already been made, the Board may limit or
prohibit distributions from the perpetual care trust fund if the trustee or any investment manager is not
able to demonstrate sufficient knowledge and expertise regarding the distribution of trust income for
the maintenance of the cemetery using the total return distribution method. In deciding whether a dis-
tribution should be limited or prohibited, the Board shall consider the presence and stated value of
trust assets that do not have an active market and are not traded on a regular basis, the frequency of
appraisals and evaluations of such assets, the asset allocation of the trust, and whether trust principal,
as adjusted for inflation, is less than it was at the time the cemetery company converted to the total
return distribution method.

The Board may require a cemetery company to restore a distribution to the perpetual care trust fund if
(i) the distribution and all other aspects of the trust were not in compliance with the requirements of
this section at the time such distribution was made or (ii) the cemetery company has committed fraud
against the trust.

G. If a total return distribution method has been elected, the perpetual care trust fund may not be rever-
ted to a net income distribution method absent approval by the Board. A failure by a cemetery com-
pany to file a perpetual care trust fund financial report annually with the Board as required by § 54.1-
2324 shall automatically prohibit a conversion to or continuation of a total return distribution method
pending further action by the Board.
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H. No portion of the perpetual care trust fund shall be used to pay any personal obligation or debt of
any officer or owner of the cemetery or any tax obligation incurred by the cemetery or for any purpose
other than that expressly described in this section. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit
the ability of the perpetual care trust fund trustee from paying normal operating expenses and income
taxes of the trust itself, the trust being a separate legal entity.

1998, cc. 708, 721; 2004, c. 192; 2012, c. 355; 2017, cc. 12, 65.

§ 54.1-2323. Financial records required.
The cemetery company shall file with the Board detailed accounts of all transactions, receipts and
accounts receivable subject to the ten percent trust requirement and of all expenditures of income from
the perpetual care trust fund at such times as required by the Board.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2324. Financial report and report of independent certified public accountant required for per-
petual care trust funds.
A. Within four months after the close of its fiscal year, the cemetery company shall report the following
information to the Board, on forms prescribed by the Board:

1. The total amount of principal in the perpetual care trust fund;

2. The securities in which the perpetual care trust fund is invested and the amount of cash on hand as
of the close of the fiscal year;

3. The income received from the perpetual care trust fund, and the sources of such income, during the
preceding fiscal year;

4. The method of distribution used for distributions from the perpetual care trust fund and, if a total
return distribution method was used, a schedule to verify compliance with the requirements of § 54.1-
2322;

5. An affidavit executed by the compliance agent that all applicable provisions of this chapter relating
to perpetual care trust funds have been complied with;

6. The total receipts subject to the 10 percent trust requirement;

7. All expenditures from the perpetual care trust fund;

8. If the trustee is other than a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally insured bank or
savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth, proof that the required fidelity bond has
been secured and that it is in effect; and

9. A separate total of expenses incurred for general care and maintenance, embellishment and admin-
istration of its cemeteries.

B. The cemetery company shall (i) engage an independent certified public accountant to apply
agreed-upon procedures as specified by the Board to the total of all receipts subject to § 54.1-2319, in
accordance with standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants or
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any successor standard authorities, and (ii) provide to the Board the independent certified public
accountant's report on the agreed-upon procedures. The information provided by the cemetery com-
pany shall provide full disclosure of any transactions between the perpetual care trust fund and any dir-
ectors, officers, stockholders, or employees of the cemetery company, or relatives of the cemetery
company's employees, and shall include a description of the transactions, the parties involved, the
dates and amounts of the transactions, and the reasons for the transactions.

C. The information required to be filed hereunder with the Board shall be exempt from the Government
Data Collection and Dissemination Practices Act (§ 2.2-3800 et seq.).

1998, cc. 708, 721; 2000, c. 36; 2004, c. 247; 2015, c. 344; 2017, cc. 12, 65.

§ 54.1-2325. Deposit in preneed trust required upon sale of property or services not to be delivered
within 120 days.
A. Each cemetery company shall deposit into a trust fund at least forty percent of the receipts from the
sale of property or services purchased pursuant to a preneed burial contract, when the delivery thereof
will be delayed more than 120 days from the initial payment on said contract. The cemetery company
shall establish a special trust fund in a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally insured
bank or savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth. The trust shall bear the legend
"Preneed Trust Account." Deposits are required to be made by the cemetery company within thirty
days after the close of the month in which said receipts are paid to it.

B. If the purchaser's payment is made on an installment or deferred payment basis, the seller shall
have the option of paying each payment received into the preneed trust account.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2326. Who may serve as trustee of preneed trust fund.
A. The trustee of the preneed trust fund shall be appointed by the person owning, operating, or devel-
oping a cemetery company. If the trustee is other than a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a
federally insured bank or savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth, the trustee shall be
approved by the Board.

A trustee that is not a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally insured bank or savings
institution doing business in the Commonwealth shall apply to the Board for approval, and the Board
shall approve the trustee when the Board has become satisfied that the applicant:

1. Employs and is directed by persons who are qualified by character, experience, and financial
responsibility to care for and invest the funds of others;

2. Will perform its duties in a proper and legal manner and that the trust funds and interest of the public
generally will not be jeopardized; and

3. Is authorized to do business in the Commonwealth and has adequate facilities to perform its duties
as trustee.
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B. If the trustee is other than a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally insured bank or
savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth, the trustee shall furnish a fidelity bond with
corporate surety thereon, payable to the trust established, which shall be designated "Preneed Trust
Fund for (name of cemetery company)," in a sum equal to but not less than 100 percent of the value of
the principal of the trust estate at the beginning of each calendar year, which bond shall be deposited
with the Board.

C. If the trustee is other than a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally insured bank or
savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth, and if it appears that an officer, director or
employee of the trustee is dishonest, incompetent, or reckless in the management of a preneed trust
fund, the Board may bring an action in the appropriate court to remove the trustee and to impound the
property and business of the trustee as may be reasonably necessary to protect the trust funds.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2327. Itemized statement and general price list of burial fees to be furnished; solicitations
prohibited.
A. Every cemetery company licensed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall furnish a written
general price list and a written itemized statement of charges in connection with burial services
provided by the cemetery company.

Individuals inquiring in person about burial arrangements or the prices of property or services shall be
given the general price list. Upon beginning discussion of burial arrangements or the selection of any
property or services, the general price list shall be offered by the cemetery company.

The itemized statement shall include, but not be limited to, the following charges: burial vaults or other
burial receptacles, facilities used, and other professional services used, which shall be set forth in a
clear and conspicuous manner.

The general price list and itemized statement of burial fees shall comply with forms prescribed by
Board regulation, which regulations shall promote the purposes of this section.

B. No cemetery company licensed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall make any soli-
citation at-need or any preneed solicitation using in-person communication by the cemetery company,
his agents, assistants or employees, which is false, misleading, or contrary to the stated purpose.
However, general advertising and preneed solicitation shall be permitted.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2328. Requirements of preneed burial contracts.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person doing business within the Commonwealth to make, either directly
or indirectly by any means, a preneed burial contract unless the contract:

1. Is made on forms prescribed by the Board and is written in clear, understandable language and prin-
ted in easy-to-read type, size and style;
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2. Identifies the seller, seller's license number, contract buyer and person for whom the contract is pur-
chased if other than the contract buyer;

3. Contains a complete description of the property or services purchased;

4. Clearly discloses whether the price of the property and services purchased is guaranteed;

5. States, for funds required to be trusted pursuant to § 54.1-2325, the amount to be trusted and the
name of the trustee;

6. Contains the name, address and telephone number of the Board and lists the Board as the reg-
ulatory agency which handles consumer complaints;

7. Provides that any purchaser who makes payment under the contract may terminate the agreement
within three days of execution and that such purchaser shall be refunded all consideration paid or
delivered, less amounts paid for any property or supplies that have been delivered;

8. Provides that if the particular property or services specified in the contract are unavailable at the
time of delivery, the seller shall be required to furnish property or services similar in size and style and
at least equal in quality of material and workmanship and that the representative of the deceased shall
have the right to choose the property or services to be substituted, which shall be at least equal or
reasonably equivalent in quality of material, workmanship, and cost;

9. Discloses any additional costs that the purchaser may be required to pay at-need, including dis-
closure of the cost of opening and closing the grave;

10. Complies with all disclosure requirements imposed by the Board;

11. Is executed in duplicate and a signed copy given to the buyer; and

12. Provides that the contract buyer shall have the right to change the contract provider at any time
prior to the furnishing of the property or services, excluding any mausoleum crypt or garden crypt, con-
tracted for under the preneed burial contract. If the contract seller will not be furnishing the property
and services to the purchaser, the contract seller shall attach to the preneed burial contract a copy of
the seller's agreement with the provider.

B. Any preneed burial contract sold or offered by any cemetery company or agent with a trust fund
deposit of less than 100 percent shall be required to include the following printed statement in cap-
italized letters, in ten-point, bold-faced type:

THIS PRENEED BURIAL CONTRACT REQUIRES THE PLACEMENT IN TRUST OF A MINIMUM
OF 40% OF THE FUNDS INCLUDED IN THIS CONTRACT. THE BALANCE OF FUNDS MAY BE
USED FOR CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF THE CEMETERY AND ARE NOT REQUIRED TO BE
PLACED IN TRUST.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2329. Identification of specific funds.

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2325/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0708
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0721


Specific funds deposited in the trust account shall be identified in the records of the seller by the con-
tract number and by the name of the buyer. The trustee may commingle the deposits in any preneed
trust account for the purposes of the management thereof and the investment of funds therein.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2330. Specific funds and income to remain in preneed trust account; exception.
Specific funds shall remain intact until the property is delivered or services performed as specified in
the contract. The net income from the preneed trust account, after payment of any appropriate trustee
fees, commissions, and costs, shall remain in the account and be reinvested and compounded. Any
trustee fees, commissions, and costs in excess of income shall be paid by the cemetery company and
not from the trust. However, the trustee shall, as of the close of the cemetery company's fiscal year,
upon written assurance to the trustee of a certified public accountant employed by the seller, return to
the seller any income in the seller's account which, when added to the specific funds, is in excess of
the current cost requirements for all undelivered property or services included in the seller's preneed
burial contracts. The seller's cost requirements shall be certified in its records by an affidavit sworn by
the compliance agent and shall be determined by the seller as of the close of the cemetery company's
fiscal year.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2331. Disbursement of trust funds upon performance of contract.
A. Upon performance of the preneed burial contract, the seller shall certify to the trustee by affidavit the
amount of specific funds in the trust, identified to the contract performed, which the trustee shall pay to
the seller. The seller may in its records itemize the property or services and the consideration paid or
to be paid therefor, to which the deposit requirements of this chapter apply. In such case, the seller
may, upon certification to the trustee of performance or delivery of such property or services and of the
amount of specific trust funds identified in its records to such items, request disbursement of that por-
tion of the specific funds deposited pursuant to the contract, which the trustee shall pay to the seller.

B. If the preneed contract provides for two or more persons, the seller may, at its option, designate in
its records the consideration paid for each individual in the preneed burial contract. In such case, upon
performance of that portion of the contract identified to a particular individual, the seller may request,
by certification in the manner described above, the disbursement of trust funds applicable to that por-
tion of the contract, which the trustee shall pay to the seller.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2332. Seller required to keep records.
Each seller of a preneed burial contract shall file with the Board at such time as the Board may pre-
scribe, detailed accounts of all contracts and transactions regarding preneed burial contracts.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2333. Financial report and report of independent certified public accountant required for
preneed trust accounts.
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A. The cemetery company shall report the following information to the Board within four months fol-
lowing the cemetery company's fiscal year, on forms prescribed by the Board:

1. The total amount of principal in the preneed trust account;

2. The securities in which the preneed trust account is invested;

3. The income received from the trust and the source of that income during the preceding fiscal year;

4. An affidavit executed by the compliance agent that all provisions of this chapter applicable to the
seller relating to preneed trust accounts have been complied with;

5. Forty percent of the total receipts required to be deposited in the preneed trust account;

6. All expenditures from the preneed trust account; and

7. If the trustee is other than a Virginia trust company or trust subsidiary or a federally insured bank or
savings institution doing business in the Commonwealth, proof that the required fidelity bond has
been secured and that it is in effect.

B. The cemetery company shall (i) engage an independent certified public accountant to apply
agreed-upon procedures as specified by the Board to the total of all receipts subject to § 54.1-2325, in
accordance with standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants or
any successor standard authorities, and (ii) provide to the Board the independent certified public
accountant's report on the agreed-upon procedures.

The information provided by the cemetery company shall provide full disclosure of any transactions
between the preneed trust account and any directors, officers, stockholders, or employees of the
cemetery company, or relatives of the cemetery company's employees, and shall include a description
of the transactions, the parties involved, the dates and amounts of the transactions, and the reasons
for the transactions.

C. The information required to be filed hereunder with the Board shall be exempt from the Government
Data Collection and Dissemination Practices Act (§ 2.2-3800 et seq.).

1998, cc. 708, 721; 2000, c. 36; 2004, c. 247; 2015, c. 344.

§ 54.1-2334. Inclusion of property and services to be delivered within 120 days.
Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to prohibit the sale within the preneed burial contract of prop-
erty or services to be delivered within 120 days after the receipt of the initial payment on account of
such sale. Contracts may specify separately the total consideration paid or to be paid for preneed prop-
erty or services not to be delivered or provided within 120 days after receipt of initial payment. If a con-
tract does not so specify, the seller shall deposit forty percent of the total consideration for the entire
contract.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2335. Breach of contract by seller; trust to be single purpose trust.

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2325/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-3800/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0708
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0721
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0036
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0247
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0344
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0708
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0721


If, after a written request, the seller fails to perform its contractual duties, the purchaser, executor or
administrator of the estate, or heirs, or assigns or duly authorized representative of the purchaser shall
be entitled to maintain a proper legal or equitable action in any court of competent jurisdiction. No
other purchaser need be made a party to or receive notice of any proceeding brought pursuant to this
section relating to the performance of any other contract.

The trust shall be a single purpose trust, and the trust funds shall not be available to any creditors as
assets of the seller.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2336. Trustee may rely on certifications and affidavits.
The trustee may rely upon all certifications and affidavits made pursuant to or required by the pro-
visions of this chapter and shall not be liable to any person for such reasonable reliance.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2337. Transfer of trust funds to another trustee.
The seller may, upon notification in writing to the trustee, and upon such other terms and conditions as
the agreement between them may specify, transfer its account funds to another trustee qualified under
the provisions of this chapter. The trustee may, upon notification in writing to the seller, and upon such
other terms and conditions as the agreement between them may specify, transfer the trust funds to
another trustee qualified under the provisions of this chapter. No seller's account funds or trustee's
trust funds may be transferred to another trustee unless the seller provides written notice at least five
days prior to such transfer to the Board.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2338. Use of trustee's name in advertisements.
No person subject to the provisions of this chapter shall use the name of the trustee in any advert-
isement or other public solicitation without written permission of the trustee.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2339. Construction and development of mausoleums and garden crypts.
Within four years after the date of the first sale, a cemetery company or other seller of mausoleums
and garden crypts shall be required to start construction or development of that undeveloped ground
or section of a mausoleum or garden crypt in which sales, contracts for sales, or agreements for sales
are being made. The construction or development of such undeveloped mausoleum section or garden
crypt shall be completed within five years after the date of the first such sale. Completed construction
shall be deemed performance for purposes of this chapter.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2340. Waiver of chapter void.
Any provision of any contract which purports to waive any provision of this chapter shall be void.

1998, cc. 708, 721.
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§ 54.1-2341. Exemption from levy, garnishment and distress.
Any money, personal property or real property paid, delivered or conveyed subject to § 54.1-2325
shall be exempt from levy, garnishment or distress.

1998, cc. 708, 721.

§ 54.1-2342. Penalties.
Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be subject to the sanctions
provided in Chapter 1 (§ 54.1-100 et seq.) and Chapter 2 (§ 54.1-200 et seq.) and in §§ 54.1-2314,
54.1-2317, and 54.1-2326. Any person who is convicted of willfully violating any of the provisions of
this chapter is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Any person convicted of violating, or failing to comply
with, any of the provisions of § 54.1-2317, 54.1-2319, 54.1-2321, 54.1-2322, 54.1-2325 or 54.1-2326
with the intent to defraud is guilty of a Class 6 felony.

For the purposes of this section, "person" includes any individual, corporation, partnership, asso-
ciation, cooperative, limited liability company, trust, joint venture, government, political subdivision, or
any other legal or commercial entity and any successor, representative, agent, agency, instru-
mentality, officer or employee thereof.

1998, cc. 708, 721; 2005, c. 691.

Chapter 23.2 - FAIR HOUSING BOARD

§ 54.1-2343. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Fair Housing Board.

"Fair Housing Law" means the provisions of Chapter 5.1 (§ 36-96.1 et seq.) of Title 36.

"Person in the business or activity of selling or renting dwellings" means any person who is the owner
of any combination of residential dwelling units occupied by five or more families. "Person in the busi-
ness or activity of selling or renting dwellings" shall not include any person involved in the sale of a
dwelling or interest therein pursuant to a deed of trust, or in full or partial satisfaction of a debt that was
secured by such dwelling or interest therein, or other lien on such property.

2003, c. 575; 2010, cc. 457, 620.

§ 54.1-2344. Fair Housing Board; membership; terms; chairman; powers and duties.
A. The Fair Housing Board shall be composed of 12 members, to be appointed by the Governor, as fol-
lows: one representative of local government, one architect licensed in accordance with Chapter 4 (§
54.1-400 et seq.) of this title, one representative of the mortgage lending industry, one representative
of the property and casualty insurance industry, two representatives of the residential property man-
agement industry not licensed in accordance with Chapter 21 (§ 54.1-2100 et seq.) of this title, at least
one of whom is a member of a property owners' association or condominium unit owners' association,
one contractor licensed in accordance with Chapter 11 (§ 54.1-1100 et seq.) of this title, one

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2325/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0708
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0721
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-100/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-200/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2314/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2317/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2326/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2317/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2319/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2321/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2322/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2325/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2326/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0708
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0721
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0691
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/36-96.1/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0575
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0457
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0620


representative of the disability community, one representative of the residential land lease industry
subject to the Manufactured Home Lot Rental Act (§ 55.1-1300 et seq.), and three citizen members
selected in accordance with § 54.1-107. All terms of Board members shall be for terms of four years.

B. The Board shall elect a chairman from its membership.

C. The Board shall adopt a seal by which it shall authenticate its proceedings.

D. The Board shall be responsible for the administration and enforcement of the Fair Housing Law.
However, the Board shall have no authority with respect to any of the following respondents who have
allegedly violated, or who have in fact violated, the Fair Housing Law: (i) a real estate broker, real
estate salesperson, real estate brokerage firm licensed in accordance with Chapter 21 (§ 54.1-2100 et
seq.), or their agents or employees or (ii) a property owner or his agent or principal, who has engaged
a real estate licensee to perform real estate activities within the purview of Chapter 21 (§ 54.1-2100 et
seq.), which licensee has also been charged with a violation of the Fair Housing Law in the same
case. In no event shall the jurisdiction be split between the Real Estate Board and the Board on the
same such case.

The Board shall have the power and duty to establish, by regulation, an education-based certification
or registration program for persons subject to the Fair Housing Law who are involved in the business
or activity of selling or renting dwellings. The Board shall also establish, by regulation, educational
materials on the Fair Housing Law and require a signed affidavit from persons in the business or activ-
ity of selling or renting dwellings, that they have read and understood the provided materials. The
Board shall have the authority to approve training courses and instructors in furtherance of the pro-
visions of this chapter.

No education-based program established by the Board shall require Board certification or registration
where an individual holds a valid license issued by the Real Estate Board. Any courses approved by
the Real Estate Board to meet the fair housing requirement of § 54.1-2105.03 and the instructors
approved by the Real Estate Board to teach continuing education courses in accordance with § 54.1-
2105.02 shall not require additional approval by the Fair Housing Board to meet any education
requirements in this section and in the regulations of the Fair Housing Board.

2003, c. 575; 2007, cc. 809, 874; 2010, cc. 91, 457, 620; 2013, c. 190.

Chapter 23.3 - Common Interest Communities

Article 1 - Common Interest Community Board

§ 54.1-2345. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Association" includes condominium, cooperative, or property owners' associations.

"Board" means the Common Interest Community Board.
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"Common interest community" means real estate subject to a declaration containing lots, at least
some of which are residential or occupied for recreational purposes, and common areas to which a
person, by virtue of the person's ownership of a lot subject to that declaration, is a member of the asso-
ciation and is obligated to pay assessments of common expenses, provided that for the purposes of
this chapter only, a common interest community does not include any time-share project registered pur-
suant to the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.) or any additional land that is a
part of such registration. "Common interest community" does not include an arrangement described in
§ 54.1-2345.1.

"Common interest community manager" means a person or business entity, including a partnership,
association, corporation, or limited liability company, that, for compensation or valuable consideration,
provides management services to a common interest community.

"Declaration" means any instrument, however denominated, recorded among the land records of the
county or city in which the development or any part thereof is located, that either (i) imposes on the
association maintenance or operational responsibilities for the common area as a regular annual
assessment or (ii) creates the authority in the association to impose on lots, or on the owners or occu-
pants of such lots, or on any other entity any mandatory payment of money as a regular annual assess-
ment in connection with the provision of maintenance or services or both for the benefit of some or all
of the lots, the owners or occupants of the lots, or the common area. "Declaration" includes any amend-
ment or supplement to the instruments described in this definition.

"Governing board" means the governing board of an association, including the executive organ of a
condominium unit owners' association, the executive board of a cooperative proprietary lessees' asso-
ciation, and the board of directors or other governing body of a property owners' association.

"Lot" means (i) any plot or parcel of land designated for separate ownership or occupancy shown on a
recorded subdivision plat for a development or the boundaries of which are described in the declar-
ation or in a recorded instrument referred to or expressly contemplated by the declaration, other than a
common area, and (ii) a unit in a condominium association or a unit in a real estate cooperative.

"Management services" means (i) acting with the authority of an association in its business, legal, fin-
ancial, or other transactions with association members and nonmembers; (ii) executing the resolutions
and decisions of an association or, with the authority of the association, enforcing the rights of the
association secured by statute, contract, covenant, rule, or bylaw; (iii) collecting, disbursing, or oth-
erwise exercising dominion or control over money or other property belonging to an association; (iv)
preparing budgets, financial statements, or other financial reports for an association; (v) arranging, con-
ducting, or coordinating meetings of an association or the governing body of an association; (vi) nego-
tiating contracts or otherwise coordinating or arranging for services or the purchase of property and
goods for or on behalf of an association; or (vii) offering or soliciting to perform any of the aforesaid
acts or services on behalf of an association.

2008, cc. 851, 871; 2019, c. 712; 2020, c. 592.
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§ 54.1-2345.1. Certain real estate arrangements and covenants not deemed to constitute a com-
mon interest community.
A. An arrangement between the associations for two or more common interest communities to share
the costs of real estate taxes, insurance premiums, services, maintenance, or improvements of real
estate, or other activities specified in their arrangement or declarations does not create a separate
common interest community, or an arrangement between an association and the owner of real estate
that is not part of a common interest community to share the costs of real estate taxes, insurance premi-
ums, services, maintenance, or improvements of real estate, or other activities specified in their
arrangement does not create a separate common interest community. Assessments against the lots in
the common interest community required by such arrangement shall be included in the periodic
budget for the common interest community, and the arrangement shall be disclosed in all required pub-
lic offering statements and resale certificates.

B. A covenant requiring the owners of separately owned parcels of real estate to share costs or other
obligations associated with a party wall, driveway, well, or other similar use does not create a com-
mon interest community unless the owners otherwise agree to create such community.

2019, c. 712; 2023, cc. 387, 388.

§ 54.1-2346. License required; certification of employees; renewal; provisional license.
A. Unless exempted by § 54.1-2347, any person, partnership, corporation, or other entity offering man-
agement services to a common interest community on or after January 1, 2009, shall hold a valid
license issued in accordance with the provisions of this article prior to engaging in such management
services.

B. Unless exempted by § 54.1-2347, any person, partnership, corporation, or other entity offering man-
agement services to a common interest community without being licensed in accordance with the pro-
visions of this article shall be subject to the provisions of § 54.1-111.

C. On or after July 1, 2012, it shall be a condition of the issuance or renewal of the license of a com-
mon interest community manager that all employees of the common interest community manager who
have principal responsibility for management services provided to a common interest community or
who have supervisory responsibility for employees who participate directly in the provision of man-
agement services to a common interest community shall, within two years after employment with the
common interest community manager, hold a certificate issued by the Board certifying the person pos-
sesses the character and minimum skills to engage properly in the provision of management services
to a common interest community or shall be under the direct supervision of a certified employee of
such common interest community manager. A common interest community manager shall notify the
Board if a certificated employee is discharged or in any way terminates his active status with the com-
mon interest community manager.

D. It shall be a condition of the issuance or renewal of the license of a common interest community
manager that the common interest community manager shall obtain and maintain a blanket fidelity
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bond or employee dishonesty insurance policy insuring the common interest community manager
against losses resulting from theft or dishonesty committed by the officers, directors, and persons
employed by the common interest community manager. Such bond or insurance policy shall include
coverage for losses of clients of the common interest community manager resulting from theft or dis-
honesty committed by the officers, directors, and persons employed by the common interest com-
munity manager. Such bond or insurance policy shall provide coverage in an amount equal to the
lesser of $2 million or the highest aggregate amount of the operating and reserve balances of all asso-
ciations under the control of the common interest community manager during the prior fiscal year. The
minimum coverage amount shall be $10,000.

E. It shall be a condition of the issuance or renewal of the license of a common interest community
manager that the common interest community manager certifies to the Board (i) that the common
interest community manager is in good standing and authorized to transact business in Virginia; (ii)
that the common interest community manager has established a code of conduct for the officers, dir-
ectors, and persons employed by the common interest community manager to protect against conflicts
of interest; (iii) that the common interest community manager provides all management services pur-
suant to written contracts with the associations to which such services are provided; (iv) that the com-
mon interest community manager has established a system of internal accounting controls to manage
the risk of fraud or illegal acts; and (v) that an independent certified public accountant reviews or
audits the financial statements of the common interest community manager at least annually in accord-
ance with standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants or by any
successor standard-setting authorities.

2008, cc. 851, 871; 2011, cc. 334, 605; 2019, c. 712.

§ 54.1-2347. Exceptions and exemptions generally.
A. The provisions of this article shall not be construed to prevent or prohibit:

1. An employee of a duly licensed common interest community manager from providing management
services within the scope of the employee's employment by the duly licensed common interest com-
munity manager;

2. An employee of an association from providing management services for that association's common
interest community;

3. A resident of a common interest community acting without compensation from providing man-
agement services for that common interest community;

4. A resident of a common interest community from providing bookkeeping, billing, or recordkeeping
services for that common interest community for compensation, provided the blanket fidelity bond or
employee dishonesty insurance policy maintained by the association insures the association against
losses resulting from theft or dishonesty committed by such person;
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5. A member of the governing board of an association acting without compensation from providing
management services for that association's common interest community;

6. A person acting as a receiver or trustee in bankruptcy in the performance of his duties as such or
any person acting under order of any court from providing management services for a common interest
community;

7. A duly licensed attorney-at-law from representing an association or a common interest community
manager in any business that constitutes the practice of law;

8. A duly licensed certified public accountant from providing bookkeeping or accounting services to an
association or a common interest community manager;

9. A duly licensed real estate broker or agent from selling, leasing, renting, or managing lots within a
common interest community; or

10. An association, exchange agent, exchange company, managing agent, or managing entity of a
time-share project registered pursuant to the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et
seq.) from providing management services for such time-share project.

B. A licensee of the Board shall comply with the Board's regulations, notwithstanding the fact that the
licensee would be otherwise exempt from licensure under subsection A. Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed to require a person to be licensed in accordance with this article if he would be oth-
erwise exempt from such licensure.

2008, cc. 851, 871; 2010, c. 511; 2011, cc. 334, 605; 2019, c. 712.

§ 54.1-2348. Common Interest Community Board; membership; meetings; quorum.
There is hereby created the Common Interest Community Board (the Board) as a policy board, within
the meaning of § 2.2-2100, in the executive branch of state government. Members of the Board shall
be appointed by the Governor and consist of 11 members as follows: three shall be representatives of
Virginia common interest community managers, one shall be a Virginia attorney whose practice
includes the representation of associations, one shall be a representative of a Virginia certified public
accountant whose practice includes providing attest services to associations, one shall be a rep-
resentative of the Virginia time-share industry, two shall be representatives of developers of Virginia
common interest communities, and three shall be Virginia citizens, one of whom serves or who has
served on the governing board of an association that is not professionally managed at the time of
appointment and two of whom reside in a common interest community. Of the initial appointments, one
representative of Virginia common interest community managers and one representative of
developers of Virginia common interest communities shall serve terms of two years and one rep-
resentative of Virginia common interest community managers and one representative of developers of
Virginia common interest communities shall serve terms of three years; the Virginia attorney shall
serve a term of three years; the Virginia certified public accountant shall serve a term of one year; the
Virginia citizen who serves or who has served on the governing board of an association shall serve a
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term of two years, and the two Virginia citizens who reside in a common interest community shall
serve terms of one year. All other initial appointments and all subsequent appointments shall be for
terms for four years, except that vacancies may be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term. Each
appointment of a representative of a Virginia common interest community manager to the Board may
be made from nominations submitted by the Virginia Association of Community Managers, who may
nominate no more than three persons for each manager vacancy. In no case shall the Governor be
bound to make any appointment from such nominees. No person shall be eligible to serve for more
than two successive four-year terms.

The Board shall meet at least once each year and at other such times as it deems necessary. The
Board shall elect from its membership a chairman and a vice-chairman to serve for a period of one
year. A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum. The Board is vested with the powers and
duties necessary to execute the purposes of this article.

2008, cc. 851, 871; 2010, c. 511; 2012, c. 522; 2019, c. 712.

§ 54.1-2349. Powers and duties of the Board.
A. The Board shall administer and enforce the provisions of this article. In addition to the provisions of
§§ 54.1-201 and 54.1-202, the Board shall:

1. Promulgate regulations necessary to carry out the requirements of this article in accordance with
the provisions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), including the prescription of fees,
procedures, and qualifications for the issuance and renewal of common interest community manager
licenses. Upon application for license and each renewal thereof, the applicant shall pay a fee estab-
lished by the Board, which shall be placed to the credit of the Common Interest Community Man-
agement Information Fund established pursuant to § 54.1-2354.2;

2. Establish criteria for the licensure of common interest community managers to ensure the appro-
priate training and educational credentials for the provision of management services to common
interest communities. Such criteria may include experiential requirements and shall include des-
ignation as an Accredited Association Management Company by the Community Associations Insti-
tute. As an additional alternative to such designation, the Board shall have authority, by regulation, to
include one of the following: (i) successful completion of another Board-approved training program
and certifying examination or (ii) successful completion of a Virginia testing program to determine the
quality of the training and educational credentials for and competence of common interest community
managers;

3. Establish criteria for the certification of the employees of common interest community managers
who have principal responsibility for management services provided to a common interest community
or who have supervisory responsibility for employees who participate directly in the provision of man-
agement services to a common interest community to ensure the person possesses the character and
minimum skills to engage properly in the provision of management services to a common interest com-
munity. Such criteria shall include designation as a Certified Manager of Community Associations by
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the Community Association Managers International Certification Board, designation as an Association
Management Specialist by the Community Associations Institute, or designation as a Professional
Community Association Manager by the Community Associations Institute. As an additional altern-
ative to such designations, the Board shall have authority, by regulation, to include one of the fol-
lowing: (i) successful completion of another Board-approved training program as developed by the
Virginia Association of Realtors or other organization, and certifying examination, or (ii) successful
completion of a Virginia testing program to determine the quality of the training and educational cre-
dentials for and competence of the employees of common interest community managers who par-
ticipate directly in the provision of management services to a common interest community. The fee
paid to the Board for the issuance of such certificate shall be paid to the Common Interest Community
Management Information Fund established pursuant to § 54.1-2354.2;

4. Approve the criteria for accredited common interest community manager training programs;

5. Approve accredited common interest community manager training programs;

6. Establish, by regulation, standards of conduct for common interest community managers and for
employees of common interest community managers certified in accordance with the provisions of this
article;

7. Establish, by regulation, an education-based certification program for persons who are involved in
the business or activity of providing management services for compensation to common interest com-
munities. The Board shall have the authority to approve training courses and instructors in furtherance
of the provisions of this article;

8. Issue a certificate of registration to each association that has properly filed in accordance with this
chapter; and

9. Develop and publish best practices for the content of declarations consistent with the requirements
of the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.).

B. 1. The Board shall have the sole responsibility for the administration of this article and for the pro-
mulgation of regulations to carry out the requirements thereof.

2. The Board shall also be responsible for the enforcement of this article, provided that the Real Estate
Board shall have the sole responsibility for the enforcement of this article with respect to a real estate
broker, real estate salesperson, or real estate brokerage firm licensed in accordance with Chapter 21
(§ 54.1-2100 et seq.) who is also licensed as a common interest community manager.

3. For purposes of enforcement of this article or the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et
seq.), the Virginia Condominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§
55.1-2100 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.), or the Resale Dis-
closure Act (§ 55.1-2307 et seq.), any requirement for the conduct of a hearing shall be satisfied by an
informal fact-finding proceeding convened and conducted pursuant to § 2.2-4019 of the Administrative
Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).



C. The Board is authorized to obtain criminal history record information from any state or federal law-
enforcement agency relating to an applicant for licensure or certification. Any information so obtained
is for the exclusive use of the Board and shall not be released to any other person or agency except in
furtherance of the investigation of the applicant or with the authorization of the applicant or upon court
order.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A of § 54.1-2354.4, the Board may receive a com-
plaint directly from any person aggrieved by an association's failure to deliver a resale certificate in
accordance with Chapter 23.1 (§ 55.1-2307 et seq.) of Title 55.1.

2008, cc. 851, 871; 2009, c. 557; 2010, cc. 511, 615; 2011, c. 334; 2012, cc. 481, 797; 2015, c. 268;
2017, cc. 387, 393, 405, 406; 2019, cc. 391, 712; 2023, cc. 387, 388.

§ 54.1-2350. Annual report; form to accompany resale certificates.
In addition to the provisions of § 54.1-2349, the Board shall:

1. Administer the provisions of Article 2 (§ 54.1-2354.1 et seq.);

2. Develop and disseminate an association annual report form for use in accordance with §§ 55.1-
1835, 55.1-1980, and 55.1-2182; and

3. Develop and disseminate a standardized resale certificate form, which shall contain disclosure
statements in the order listed in § 55.1-2310. The form shall provide for the attachment of reference
documents and contain space for an association to indicate those disclosures that pertain to its par-
ticular community. The form shall also provide that the purchaser remains responsible for his own
examination of the resale certificate and of any attached reference documents.

2008, cc. 851, 871; 2017, c. 257; 2018, cc. 70, 733; 2019, cc. 390, 712; 2022, cc. 65, 66; 2023, cc. 387,
388.

§ 54.1-2351. General powers and duties of Board concerning associations.
A. The Board may adopt, amend, and repeal rules and regulations and issue orders consistent with
and in furtherance of the objectives of this article, but the Board may not intervene in the internal activ-
ities of an association except to the extent necessary to prevent or cure violations of this article or of
the chapter pursuant to which the association is created. The Board may prescribe forms and pro-
cedures for submitting information to the Board.

B. If it appears that any governing board has engaged, is engaging, or is about to engage in any act or
practice in violation of this article, the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.), the Vir-
ginia Condominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§ 55.1-2100
et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.), the Resale Disclosure Act (§
55.1-2307 et seq.), or any of the Board's regulations or orders, the Board without prior administrative
proceedings may bring an action in the appropriate court to enjoin that act or practice or for other
appropriate relief. The Board is not required to post a bond or prove that no adequate remedy at law
exists.
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C. The Board may intervene in any action involving a violation by a declarant or a developer of a time-
share project of this article, the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.), the Virginia
Condominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§ 55.1-2100 et
seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.), the Resale Disclosure Act (§
55.1-2307 et seq.), or any of the Board's regulations or orders.

D. The Board may accept grants-in-aid from any governmental source and may contract with agencies
charged with similar functions in this or other jurisdictions in furtherance of the objectives of this art-
icle.

E. The Board may cooperate with agencies performing similar functions in this and other jurisdictions
to develop uniform filing procedures and forms, uniform disclosure standards, and uniform admin-
istrative practices, and may develop information that may be useful in the discharge of the Board's
duties.

F. In issuing any cease and desist order, the Board shall state the basis for the adverse determination
and the underlying facts.

G. Without limiting the remedies that may be obtained under this article, the Board, without com-
pliance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), shall have the authority to enforce the
provisions of this section and may institute proceedings in equity to enjoin any person, partnership,
corporation, or any other entity violating this article, the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800
et seq.), the Virginia Condominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act
(§ 55.1-2100 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.), the Resale Dis-
closure Act (§ 55.1-2307 et seq.), or any of the Board's regulations or orders. Such proceedings shall
be brought in the name of the Commonwealth by the Board in the circuit court or general district court
of the city or county in which the unlawful act occurred or in which the defendant resides.

H. The Board may assess a monetary penalty to be paid to the Common Interest Community Man-
agement Information Fund of not more than $1,000 per violation against any governing board that viol-
ates any provision of this article, the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.), the
Virginia Condominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§ 55.1-
2100 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.), the Resale Disclosure
Act (§ 55.1-2307 et seq.), or any of the Board's regulations or orders. In determining the amount of the
penalty, the Board shall consider the degree and extent of harm caused by the violation. No monetary
penalty may be assessed under this article, the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et
seq.), the Virginia Condominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§
55.1-2100 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.), the Resale Dis-
closure Act (§ 55.1-2307 et seq.), or any of the Board's regulations or orders unless the governing
board has been given notice and an opportunity to be heard pursuant to the Administrative Process
Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). The penalty may be sued for and recovered in the name of the Com-
monwealth.



2008, cc. 851, 871; 2009, c. 557; 2010, c. 615; 2019, c. 712; 2023, cc. 387, 388.

§ 54.1-2352. Cease and desist orders.
A. The Board may issue an order requiring the governing board of the association to cease and desist
from the unlawful practice and to take such affirmative action as in the judgment of the Board will carry
out the purposes of this article, if the Board determines after notice and hearing that the governing
board of an association has:

1. Violated any statute or regulation of the Board governing the association regulated pursuant to this
article, including engaging in any act or practice in violation of this article, the Property Owners' Asso-
ciation Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.), the Virginia Condominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), the Virginia
Real Estate Cooperative Act (§ 55.1-2100 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-
2200 et seq.), the Resale Disclosure Act (§ 55.1-2307 et seq.), or any of the Board's regulations or
orders;

2. Failed to register as an association or to file an annual report as required by statute or regulation;

3. Materially misrepresented facts in an application for registration or an annual report; or

4. Willfully refused to furnish the Board information or records required or requested pursuant to stat-
ute or regulation.

B. If the Board makes a finding of fact in writing that the public interest will be irreparably harmed by
delay in issuing an order, it may issue a temporary order to cease and desist or to take such affirm-
ative action as may be deemed appropriate by the Board. Prior to issuing the temporary order, the
Board shall give notice of the proposal to issue a temporary order to the person. Every temporary
order shall include in its terms a provision that upon request a hearing will be held promptly to determ-
ine whether or not it becomes permanent.

2008, cc. 851, 871; 2009, c. 557; 2019, cc. 467, 712; 2023, cc. 387, 388.

§ 54.1-2353. Protection of the interests of associations; appointment of receiver for common
interest community manager.
A. A common interest community manager owes a fiduciary duty to the associations to which it
provides management services with respect to the manager's handling the funds or the records of
each association. All funds deposited with the common interest community manager shall be handled
in a fiduciary capacity and shall be kept in a separate fiduciary trust account or accounts in an FDIC-
insured financial institution separate from the assets of the common interest community manager. The
funds shall be the property of the association and shall be segregated for each depository in the
records of the common interest community manager in a manner that permits the funds to be identified
on an association basis. All records having administrative or fiscal value to the association that a com-
mon interest community manager holds, maintains, compiles, or generates on behalf of a common
interest community are the property of the association. A common interest community manager may
retain and dispose of association records in accordance with a policy contained in the contract
between the common interest community manager and the association. Within a reasonable time after

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0851
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0871
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0557
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0615
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0712
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+ful+CHAP0387
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+ful+CHAP0388
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0851
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0871
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0557
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0467
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0712
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+ful+CHAP0387
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+ful+CHAP0388


a written request for any such records, the common interest community manager shall provide copies
of the requested records to the association at the association's expense. The common interest com-
munity manager shall return all association records that it retains and any originals of legal instru-
ments or official documents that are in the possession of the common interest community manager to
the association within a reasonable time after termination of the contract for management services
without additional cost to the association. Records maintained in electronic format may be returned in
such format.

B. If the Board has reasonable cause to believe that a common interest community manager is unable
to properly discharge its fiduciary responsibilities to an association to which it provides management
services, the Board may submit an ex parte petition to the circuit court of the city or county wherein the
common interest community manager maintains an office or is doing business for the issuance of an
order authorizing the immediate inspection by and production to representatives of the petitioner of
any records, documents, and physical or other evidence belonging to the subject common interest
community manager. The court may issue such order without notice to the common interest com-
munity manager if the petition, supported by affidavit of the petitioner and such other evidence as the
court may require, shows reasonable cause to believe that such action is required to prevent imme-
diate loss of property of one or more of the associations to which the subject common interest com-
munity manager provides management services. The court may also temporarily enjoin further activity
by the common interest community manager and take such further action as shall be necessary to con-
serve, protect, and disburse the funds involved, including the appointment of a receiver. The papers
filed with the court pursuant to this subsection shall be placed under seal.

C. If the Board has reasonable cause to believe that a common interest community manager is unable
to properly discharge its fiduciary responsibilities to an association to which it provides management
services, the Board may file a petition with the circuit court of the county or city wherein the subject
common interest community manager maintains an office or is doing business. The petition may seek
the following relief: (i) an injunction prohibiting the withdrawal of any bank deposits or the disposition
of any other assets belonging to or subject to the control of the subject common interest community
manager and (ii) the appointment of a receiver for all or part of the funds or property of the subject com-
mon interest community manager. The subject common interest community manager shall be given
notice of the time and place of the hearing on the petition and an opportunity to offer evidence. The
court, in its discretion, may require a receiver appointed pursuant to this section to post bond, with or
without surety. The papers filed with the court under this subsection shall be placed under seal until
such time as the court grants an injunction or appoints a receiver. The court may issue an injunction,
appoint a receiver, or provide such other relief as the court may consider proper if, after a hearing, the
court finds that such relief is necessary or appropriate to prevent loss of property of one or more of the
associations to which the subject common interest community manager provides management ser-
vices.



D. In any proceeding under subsection C, any person or entity known to the Board to be indebted to or
having in his possession property, real or personal, belonging to or subject to the control of the subject
common interest community manager's business and which property the Board reasonably believes
may become part of the receivership assets shall be served with a copy of the petition and notice of
the time and place of the hearing.

E. The court shall describe the powers and duties of the receiver in its appointing order, which may be
amended from time to time. The receiver shall, unless otherwise ordered by the court in the appointing
order, (i) prepare and file with the Board a list of all associations managed by the subject common
interest community manager; (ii) notify in writing all of the associations to which the subject common
interest community manager provides management services of the appointment and take whatever
action the receiver deems appropriate to protect the interests of the associations until such time as the
associations have had an opportunity to obtain a successor common interest community manager; (iii)
facilitate the transfer of records and information to such successor common interest community man-
ager; (iv) identify and take control of all bank accounts, including without limitation trust and operating
accounts, over which the subject common interest community manager had signatory authority in con-
nection with its management business; (v) prepare and submit an accounting of receipts and dis-
bursements and account balances of all funds under the receiver's control for submission to the court
within four months of the appointment and annually thereafter until the receivership is terminated by
the court; (vi) attempt to collect any accounts receivable related to the subject common interest com-
munity manager's business; (vii) identify and attempt to recover any assets wrongfully diverted from
the subject common interest community manager's business, or assets acquired with funds wrongfully
diverted from the subject common interest community manager's business; (viii) terminate the subject
common interest community manager's business; (ix) reduce to cash all of the assets of the subject
common interest community manager; (x) determine the nature and amount of all claims of creditors of
the subject common interest community manager, including associations to which the subject com-
mon interest community manager provided management services; and (xi) prepare and file with the
court a report of such assets and claims proposing a plan for the distribution of funds in the receiv-
ership to such creditors in accordance with the provisions of subsection F.

F. Upon the court's approval of the receiver's report referenced in subsection E, at a hearing after such
notice as the court may require to creditors, the receiver shall distribute the assets of the common
interest community manager and funds in the receivership first to clients whose funds were or ought to
have been held in a fiduciary capacity by the subject common interest community manager, then to
the receiver for fees, costs, and expenses awarded pursuant to subsection G, and thereafter to the
creditors of the subject common interest community manager, and then to the subject common interest
community manager or its successors in interest.

G. A receiver appointed pursuant to this section shall be entitled, upon proper application to the court
in which the appointment was made, to recover an award of reasonable fees, costs, and expenses. If
there are not sufficient nonfiduciary funds to pay the award, then the shortfall shall be paid by the



Common Interest Community Management Recovery Fund as a cost of administering the Fund pur-
suant to § 54.1-2354.5, to the extent that the said Fund has funds available. The Fund shall have a
claim against the subject common interest community manager for the amount paid.

H. The court may determine whether any assets under the receiver's control should be returned to the
subject common interest community manager.

I. If the Board shall find that any common interest community manager is insolvent, that its merger into
another common interest community manager is desirable for the protection of the associations to
which such common interest community manager provides management services, and that an emer-
gency exists, and, if the board of directors of such insolvent common interest community manager
shall approve a plan of merger of such common interest community manager into another common
interest community manager, compliance with the requirements of § 13.1-718 shall be dispensed with
as to such insolvent common interest community manager and the approval by the Board of such plan
of merger shall be the equivalent of approval by the holders of more than two-thirds of the outstanding
shares of such insolvent common interest community manager for all purposes of Article 12 (§ 13.1-
715.1 et seq.) of Chapter 9 of Title 13.1. If the Board finds that a common interest community manager
is insolvent, that the acquisition of its assets by another common interest community manager is in the
best interests of the associations to which such common interest community manager provides man-
agement services, and that an emergency exists, it may, with the consent of the boards of directors of
both common interest community managers as to the terms and conditions of such transfer, including
the assumption of all or certain liabilities, enter an order transferring some or all of the assets of such
insolvent common interest community manager to such other common interest community manager,
and no compliance with the provisions of §§ 13.1-723 and 13.1-724 shall be required, nor shall §§
13.1-730 through 13.1-741 be applicable to such transfer. In the case either of such a merger or of
such a sale of assets, the Board shall provide that prompt notice of its finding of insolvency and of the
merger or sale of assets be sent to the stockholders of record of the insolvent common interest com-
munity manager for the purpose of providing such shareholders an opportunity to challenge the find-
ing that the common interest community manager is insolvent. The relevant books and records of such
insolvent common interest community manager shall remain intact and be made available to such
shareholders for a period of 30 days after such notice is sent. The Board's finding of insolvency shall
become final if a hearing before the Board is not requested by any such shareholder within such 30-
day period. If, after such hearing, the Board finds that such common interest community manager was
solvent, it shall rescind its order entered pursuant to this subsection and the merger or transfer of
assets shall be rescinded. But if, after such hearing, the Board finds that such common interest com-
munity manager was insolvent, its order shall be final.

J. The provisions of this article are declared to be remedial. The purpose of this article is to protect the
interests of associations adversely affected by common interest community managers who have
breached their fiduciary duty. The provisions of this article shall be liberally administered in order to



protect those interests and thereby the public's interest in the quality of management services
provided by Virginia common interest community managers.

2008, cc. 851, 871; 2011, cc. 334, 605; 2019, c. 712.

§ 54.1-2354. Variation by agreement.
Except as expressly provided in this article, provisions of this article may not be varied by agreement,
and rights conferred by this article may not be waived. All management agreements entered into by
common interest community managers shall comply with the terms of this article and the provisions of
the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.), the Virginia Condominium Act (§ 55.1-
1900 et seq.), the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§ 55.1-2100 et seq.), or the Virginia Real
Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.), as applicable.

2008, cc. 851, 871; 2019, c. 712.

Article 2 - Common Interest Community Management Information Fund; Common
Interest Community Ombudsman; Common Interest Community Management
Recovery Fund

§ 54.1-2354.1. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Balance of the fund" means cash, securities that are legal investments for fiduciaries under the pro-
visions of subdivisions A 1, 2, and 4 of § 2.2-4519, and repurchase agreements secured by oblig-
ations of the United States government or any agency thereof, and shall not mean accounts
receivable, judgments, notes, accrued interest, or other obligations to the fund.

"Claimant" means, upon proper application to the Director, a receiver for a common interest com-
munity manager appointed pursuant to § 54.1-2353 in those cases in which there are not sufficient
funds to restore all funds that were or ought to have been held in a fiduciary capacity by the subject
common interest community manager or to pay an award of reasonable fees, costs, and expenses to
the receiver.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

1993, c. 958; 2008, cc. 851, 871, § 55-528; 2019, c. 712.

§ 54.1-2354.2. Common Interest Community Management Information Fund.
A. There is hereby created the Common Interest Community Management Information Fund, referred
to in this section as "the Fund," to be used in the discretion of the Board to promote the improvement
and more efficient operation of common interest communities through research and education. The
Fund shall be established on the books of the Comptroller. The Fund shall consist of money paid into
it pursuant to §§ 54.1-2349, 55.1-1835, 55.1-1980, and 55.1-2182, and such money shall be paid into
the state treasury and credited to the Fund. Interest earned on moneys in the Fund shall remain in the
Fund and be credited to it. Any moneys remaining in the Fund, including interest thereon, at the end of
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each fiscal year shall not revert to the general fund but, at the discretion of the Board, shall remain in
the Fund or shall be transferred to the Common Interest Community Management Recovery Fund
established pursuant to § 54.1-2354.5.

B. Expenses for the operations of the Office of the Common Interest Community Ombudsman, includ-
ing the compensation paid to the Common Interest Community Ombudsman, shall be paid first from
interest earned on deposits constituting the Fund and the balance from the moneys collected annually
in the Fund. The Board may use the remainder of the interest earned on the balance of the Fund and
of the moneys collected annually and deposited in the Fund for financing or promoting the following:

1. Information and research in the field of common interest community management and operation;

2. Expeditious and inexpensive procedures for resolving complaints about an association from mem-
bers of the association or other citizens;

3. Seminars and educational programs designed to address topics of concern to community asso-
ciations; and

4. Other programs deemed necessary and proper to accomplish the purpose of this article.

C. Following the close of any biennium, when the Common Interest Community Management Inform-
ation Fund shows expenses allocated to it for the past biennium to be more than 10 percent greater or
less than moneys collected on behalf of the Board, the Board shall revise the fees levied by it for place-
ment into the Fund so that the fees are sufficient but not excessive to cover expenses. A fee estab-
lished pursuant to § 55.1-1835, 55.1-1980, or 55.1-2182 shall not exceed $25 unless such fee is
based on the number of units or lots in the association.

1993, c. 958, § 55-529; 2008, cc. 851, 871; 2019, cc. 391, 712.

§ 54.1-2354.3. Common Interest Community Ombudsman; appointment; powers and duties.
A. The Director in accordance with § 54.1-303 shall appoint a Common Interest Community Ombuds-
man (the Ombudsman) and shall establish the Office of the Common Interest Community Ombudsman
(the Office). The Ombudsman shall be a member in good standing in the Virginia State Bar. All state
agencies shall assist and cooperate with the Office in the performance of its duties under this article.

B. The Office shall:

1. Assist members in understanding rights and the processes available to them according to the laws
and regulations governing common interest communities and respond to general inquiries;

2. Make available, either separately or through an existing website, information concerning common
interest communities and such additional information as may be deemed appropriate;

3. Receive notices of final adverse decisions and may either (i) refer such decision to the Board for fur-
ther review of whether such decision is in conflict with laws or Board regulations governing common
interest communities or interpretations thereof by the Board or (ii) make a determination of whether a
final adverse decision is in conflict with laws or Board regulations governing common interest
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communities or interpretations thereof by the Board and promptly notify the complainant of such
determination. If the Office determines that such conflict exists, the Office shall promptly notify the gov-
erning board, and if applicable the common interest community manager, of the association that
issued the final adverse decision that such decision is in conflict with laws or Board regulations gov-
erning common interest communities or interpretations thereof by the Board. If within 365 days of issu-
ing such determination the Ombudsman receives a subsequent notice of final adverse decision for the
same violation, the Office shall refer the matter to the Board;

4. Upon request, assist members in understanding the rights and processes available under the laws
and regulations governing common interest communities and provide referrals to public and private
agencies offering alternative dispute resolution services, with a goal of reducing and resolving con-
flicts among associations and their members;

5. Ensure that members have access to the services provided through the Office and that the members
receive timely responses from the representatives of the Office to the inquiries;

6. Maintain data on inquiries received, referrals made to the Board, types of assistance requested,
notices of final adverse decisions received, actions taken, and the disposition of each such matter;

7. Upon request to the Director by (i) any of the standing committees of the General Assembly having
jurisdiction over common interest communities or (ii) the Housing Commission, provide to the Director
for dissemination to the requesting parties assessments of proposed and existing common interest
community laws and other studies of common interest community issues;

8. Monitor changes in federal and state laws relating to common interest communities;

9. Provide information to the Director that will permit the Director to report annually on the activities of
the Office of the Common Interest Community Ombudsman to the standing committees of the General
Assembly having jurisdiction over common interest communities and to the Housing Commission.
The Director's report shall be filed by December 1 of each year and shall include a summary of sig-
nificant new developments in federal and state laws relating to common interest communities each
year; and

10. Carry out activities as the Board determines to be appropriate.

1993, c. 958, § 55-530; 1997, c. 222; 1998, c. 463; 2001, c. 816; 2008, cc. 851, 871; 2010, cc. 59, 208;
2012, cc. 481, 797; 2019, c. 712; 2023, cc. 20, 21.

§ 54.1-2354.4. Association complaint procedures; final adverse decisions.
A. The Board shall establish by regulation a requirement that each association shall establish reas-
onable procedures for the resolution of written complaints from the members of the association and
other citizens. Each association shall adhere to the written procedures established pursuant to this
subsection when resolving association member and citizen complaints. The procedures shall include
the following:
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1. A record of each complaint shall be maintained for no less than one year after the association acts
upon the complaint.

2. Such association shall provide complaint forms or written procedures to be given to persons who
wish to register written complaints. The forms or procedures shall include the address and telephone
number of the association or its common interest community manager to which complaints shall be dir-
ected and the mailing address, telephone number, and electronic mailing address of the Office. The
forms and written procedures shall include a clear and understandable description of the com-
plainant's right to give notice of adverse decisions pursuant to this section.

B. A complainant may give notice to the Ombudsman of any final adverse decision in accordance with
regulations promulgated by the Board. The notice shall be filed within 30 days of the final adverse
decision, shall be in writing on forms prescribed by the Board, shall include copies of all records per-
tinent to the decision, and shall be accompanied by a $25 filing fee. The fee shall be collected by the
Director and paid directly into the state treasury and credited to the Common Interest Community Man-
agement Information Fund pursuant to § 54.1-2354.2. The Board may, for good cause shown, waive
or refund the filing fee upon a finding that payment of the filing fee will cause undue financial hardship
for the member. The Ombudsman shall provide a copy of the written notice to the governing board,
and if applicable the common interest community manager, of the association that made the final
adverse decision.

C. The Director or his designee may request additional information concerning any notice of final
adverse decision from the association that made the final adverse decision. The association shall
provide such information to the Director within a reasonable time upon request. If the Director upon
review determines that the final adverse decision may be in conflict with laws or regulations governing
common interest communities or interpretations thereof by the Board, the Director shall provide the
complainant and the governing board, and if applicable the common interest community manager, of
the association with information concerning such laws or regulations governing common interest com-
munities or interpretations thereof by the Board. The determination of whether the final adverse
decision may be in conflict with laws or regulations governing common interest communities or inter-
pretations thereof by the Board shall be final and not subject to further review. If within 365 days of
issuing a determination that an adverse decision is in conflict with laws or Board regulations gov-
erning common interest communities or interpretations thereof by the Board the Director receives a
subsequent notice of final adverse decision for the same violation, the Director shall refer the repeat
violation to the Board, which shall take action in accordance with § 54.1-2351 or 54.1-2352, as
deemed appropriate by the Board.

1993, c. 958, § 55-530; 1997, c. 222; 1998, c. 463; 2001, c. 816; 2008, cc. 851, 871; 2010, cc. 59, 208;
2012, cc. 481, 797; 2019, c. 712; 2023, cc. 20, 21.

§ 54.1-2354.5. Common Interest Community Management Recovery Fund.
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A. There is hereby created the Common Interest Community Management Recovery Fund, referred to
in this section as "the Fund," to be used in the discretion of the Board to protect the interests of asso-
ciations.

B. Each common interest community manager, at the time of initial application for licensure, and each
association filing its first annual report after the effective date shall be assessed $25, which shall be
specifically assigned to the Fund. Initial payments may be incorporated in any application fee pay-
ment or annual filing fee and transferred to the Fund by the Director within 30 days.

All assessments, except initial assessments, for the Fund shall be deposited within three business
days after their receipt by the Director, in one or more federally insured banks, savings and loan asso-
ciations, or savings banks located in the Commonwealth. Funds deposited in banks, savings insti-
tutions, or savings banks in excess of insurance afforded by the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation or other federal insurance agency shall be secured under the Virginia Security for Public
Deposits Act (§ 2.2-4400 et seq.). The deposit of these funds in federally insured banks, savings and
loan associations, or savings banks located in the Commonwealth shall not be considered investment
of such funds for purposes of this section. Funds maintained by the Director may be invested in secur-
ities that are legal investments for fiduciaries under the provisions of § 64.2-1502.

Interest earned on the deposits constituting the Fund shall be used for administering the Fund. The
remainder of this interest, at the discretion of the Board, may be transferred to the Common Interest
Community Management Information Fund, established pursuant to § 54.1-2354.2, or accrue to the
Fund.

C. On and after July 1, 2011, the minimum balance of the Fund shall be $150,000. Whenever the Dir-
ector determines that the principal balance of the Fund is or will be less than such minimum principal
balance, the Director shall immediately inform the Board. At the same time, the Director may recom-
mend that the Board transfer a fixed amount from the Common Interest Community Management
Information Fund to the Fund to bring the principal balance of the Fund to the amount required by this
subsection. Such transfer shall be considered by the Board within 30 days of the notification of the Dir-
ector.

D. If any such transfer of funds is insufficient to bring the principal balance of the Fund to the minimum
amount required by this section, or if a transfer to the Fund has not occurred, the Board shall assess
each association and each common interest community manager, within 30 days of notification by the
Director, a sum sufficient to bring the principal balance of the Fund to the required minimum amount.
The amount of such assessment shall be allocated among the associations and common interest com-
munity managers in proportion to each payor's most recently paid annual assessment, or if an asso-
ciation or common interest community manager has not paid an annual assessment previously, in
proportion to the average annual assessment most recently paid by associations or common interest
community managers, respectively. The Board may order an assessment at any time in addition to



any required assessment. Assessments made pursuant to this subsection may be issued by the Board
(i) after a determination made by it or (ii) at the time of license renewal.

Notice to common interest community managers and the governing boards of associations of these
assessments shall be by first-class mail, and payment of such assessments shall be made by first-
class mail addressed to the Director within 45 days after the mailing of such notice.

E. If any common interest community manager fails to remit the required payment within 45 days of the
mailing, the Director shall notify the common interest community manager by first-class mail at the
latest address of record filed with the Board. If no payment has been received by the Director within 30
days after mailing the second notice, the license shall be automatically suspended. The license shall
be restored only upon the actual receipt by the Director of the delinquent assessment.

F. If any association fails to remit the required payment within 45 days of the mailing, the Director shall
notify the association by first-class mail at the latest address of record filed with the Board. If no pay-
ment has been received by the Director within 30 days after mailing the second notice, it shall be
deemed a knowing and willful violation of this section by the governing board of the association.

G. At the close of each fiscal year, whenever the balance of the Fund exceeds $5 million, the amount
in excess of $5 million shall be transferred to the Virginia Housing Trust Fund established pursuant to
Chapter 9 (§ 36-141 et seq.) of Title 36. Except for payments of costs as set forth in this article and
transfers pursuant to this subsection, there shall be no transfers out of the Fund, including transfers to
the general fund, regardless of the balance of the Fund.

H. A claimant may seek recovery from the Fund subject to the following conditions:

1. A claimant may file a verified claim in writing to the Director for a recovery from the Fund.

2. Upon proper application to the Director, in those cases in which there are not sufficient funds to pay
an award of reasonable fees, costs, and expenses to the receiver or to restore all funds that were or
ought to have been held in a fiduciary capacity by the subject common interest community manager,
the Director shall report to the Board the amount of any shortfall to the extent that there are not suf-
ficient funds (i) to pay any award of fees, costs, and expenses pursuant to subsection G of § 54.1-2353
by the court appointing the receiver; or (ii) to restore all funds that were or ought to have been held in a
fiduciary capacity by the subject common interest community manager, as certified by the court
appointing the receiver.

3. If the Board finds there has been compliance with the required conditions, the Board shall issue a
directive ordering payment of the amount of such shortfall to the claimant from the Fund, provided that
in no event shall such payment exceed the balance in the Fund. When the Fund balance is not suf-
ficient to pay the aggregate amount of such shortfall, the Board shall direct that payment be applied
first in satisfaction of any award of reasonable fees, costs, and expenses to the receiver and second to
restore the funds that were or ought to have been held in a fiduciary capacity by the subject common
interest community manager. If the Board has reason to believe that there may be additional claims



against the Fund, the Board may withhold any payment from the Fund for a period of not more than
one year. After such one-year period, if the aggregate of claims received exceeds the Fund balance,
the Fund balance shall be prorated by the Board among the claimants and paid in the above payment
order from the Fund in proportion to the amounts of claims remaining unpaid.

4. The Director shall, subject to the limitations set forth in this subsection, pay to the claimant from the
Fund such amount as shall be directed by the Board upon the execution and delivery to the Director
by such claimant of an assignment to the Board of the claimant's rights on its behalf and on behalf of
the associations receiving distributions from the Fund against the common interest community man-
ager to the extent that such rights were satisfied from the Fund.

5. The claimant shall be notified in writing of the findings of the Board. The Board's findings shall be
considered a case decision as defined in § 2.2-4001, and judicial review of these findings shall be in
accordance with § 2.2-4025 of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).

6. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Board shall have the right to appeal a decision of
any court that is contrary to any distribution recommended or authorized by it.

7. Upon payment by the Director to a claimant from the Fund as provided in this subsection, the Board
shall immediately revoke the license of the common interest community manager whose actions res-
ulted in payment from the Fund. The common interest community manager whose license was so
revoked shall not be eligible to apply for a license as a common interest community manager until he
has repaid in full the amount paid from the Fund on his account, plus interest at the judgment rate of
interest from the date of payment from the Fund.

8. Nothing contained in this subsection shall limit the authority of the Board to take disciplinary action
against any common interest community manager for any violation of statute or regulation, nor shall
the repayment in full by a common interest community manager of the amount paid from the Fund on
such common interest community manager's account nullify or modify the effect of any disciplinary pro-
ceeding against such common interest community manager for any such violation.

2008, cc. 851, 871, § 55-530.1; 2009, c. 557; 2013, c. 754; 2019, c. 712.

Chapter 23.4 - Natural Gas Automobile Mechanics and Technicians

§§ 54.1-2355 through 54.1-2358. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2020, c. 1168, cl. 1.

Subtitle III - Professions and Occupations Regulated by Boards Within the
Department of Health Professions

Chapter 24 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-2400. General powers and duties of health regulatory boards.
The general powers and duties of health regulatory boards shall be:
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1. To establish the qualifications for registration, certification, licensure, permit, or the issuance of a
multistate licensure privilege in accordance with the applicable law which are necessary to ensure
competence and integrity to engage in the regulated professions.

2. To examine or cause to be examined applicants for certification, licensure, or registration. Unless
otherwise required by law, examinations shall be administered in writing or shall be a demonstration
of manual skills.

3. To register, certify, license, or issue a multistate licensure privilege to qualified applicants as prac-
titioners of the particular profession or professions regulated by such board.

4. To establish schedules for renewals of registration, certification, licensure, permit, and the issuance
of a multistate licensure privilege.

5. To levy and collect fees for application processing, examination, registration, certification, per-
mitting, or licensure or the issuance of a multistate licensure privilege and renewal that are sufficient to
cover all expenses for the administration and operation of the Department of Health Professions, the
Board of Health Professions, and the health regulatory boards.

6. To promulgate regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.)
that are reasonable and necessary to administer effectively the regulatory system, which shall include
provisions for the satisfaction of board-required continuing education for individuals registered, cer-
tified, licensed, or issued a multistate licensure privilege by a health regulatory board through delivery
of health care services, without compensation, to low-income individuals receiving health services
through a local health department or a free clinic organized in whole or primarily for the delivery of
those health services. Such regulations shall not conflict with the purposes and intent of this chapter
or of Chapter 1 (§ 54.1-100 et seq.) and Chapter 25 (§ 54.1-2500 et seq.).

7. To revoke, suspend, restrict, or refuse to issue or renew a registration, certificate, license, permit, or
multistate licensure privilege which such board has authority to issue for causes enumerated in applic-
able law and regulations.

8. To appoint designees from their membership or immediate staff to coordinate with the Director and
the Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program Committee and to implement, as is necessary, the pro-
visions of Chapter 25.1 (§ 54.1-2515 et seq.). Each health regulatory board shall appoint one such
designee.

9. To take appropriate disciplinary action for violations of applicable law and regulations, and to
accept, in their discretion, the surrender of a license, certificate, registration, permit, or multistate licen-
sure privilege in lieu of disciplinary action.

10. To appoint a special conference committee, composed of not less than two members of a health
regulatory board or, when required for special conference committees of the Board of Medicine, not
less than two members of the Board and one member of the relevant advisory board, or, when
required for special conference committees of the Board of Nursing, not less than one member of the



Board and one member of the relevant advisory board, to act in accordance with § 2.2-4019 upon
receipt of information that a practitioner or permit holder of the appropriate board may be subject to dis-
ciplinary action or to consider an application for a license, certification, registration, permit or multistate
licensure privilege in nursing. The special conference committee may (i) exonerate; (ii) reinstate; (iii)
place the practitioner or permit holder on probation with such terms as it may deem appropriate; (iv)
reprimand; (v) modify a previous order; (vi) impose a monetary penalty pursuant to § 54.1-2401, (vii)
deny or grant an application for licensure, certification, registration, permit, or multistate licensure priv-
ilege; and (viii) issue a restricted license, certification, registration, permit or multistate licensure priv-
ilege subject to terms and conditions. The order of the special conference committee shall become
final 30 days after service of the order unless a written request to the board for a hearing is received
within such time. If service of the decision to a party is accomplished by mail, three days shall be
added to the 30-day period. Upon receiving a timely written request for a hearing, the board or a panel
of the board shall then proceed with a hearing as provided in § 2.2-4020, and the action of the com-
mittee shall be vacated. This subdivision shall not be construed to limit the authority of a board to del-
egate to an appropriately qualified agency subordinate, as defined in § 2.2-4001, the authority to
conduct informal fact-finding proceedings in accordance with § 2.2-4019. The recommendation of
such subordinate may be considered by a panel consisting of at least five board members, or, if a
quorum of the board is less than five members, consisting of a quorum of the members, convened for
the purpose of issuing a case decision. Criteria for the appointment of an agency subordinate shall be
set forth in regulations adopted by the board.

11. To convene, at their discretion, a panel consisting of at least five board members or, if a quorum of
the board is less than five members, consisting of a quorum of the members to conduct formal pro-
ceedings pursuant to § 2.2-4020, decide the case, and issue a final agency case decision. Any
decision rendered by majority vote of such panel shall have the same effect as if made by the full
board and shall be subject to court review in accordance with the Administrative Process Act. No mem-
ber who participates in an informal proceeding conducted in accordance with § 2.2-4019 shall serve
on a panel conducting formal proceedings pursuant to § 2.2-4020 to consider the same matter.

12. To issue inactive licenses or certificates and promulgate regulations to carry out such purpose.
Such regulations shall include, but not be limited to, the qualifications, renewal fees, and conditions
for reactivation of licenses or certificates.

13. To meet by telephone conference call to consider settlement proposals in matters pending before
special conference committees convened pursuant to this section, or matters referred for formal pro-
ceedings pursuant to § 2.2-4020 to a health regulatory board or a panel of the board or to consider
modifications of previously issued board orders when such considerations have been requested by
either of the parties.

14. To request and accept from a certified, registered, or licensed practitioner; a facility holding a
license, certification, registration, or permit; or a person holding a multistate licensure privilege to prac-
tice nursing, in lieu of disciplinary action, a confidential consent agreement. A confidential consent



agreement shall be subject to the confidentiality provisions of § 54.1-2400.2 and shall not be dis-
closed by a practitioner or facility. A confidential consent agreement shall include findings of fact and
may include an admission or a finding of a violation. A confidential consent agreement shall not be
considered either a notice or order of any health regulatory board, but it may be considered by a board
in future disciplinary proceedings. A confidential consent agreement shall be entered into only in
cases involving minor misconduct where there is little or no injury to a patient or the public and little
likelihood of repetition by the practitioner or facility. A board shall not enter into a confidential consent
agreement if there is probable cause to believe the practitioner or facility has (i) demonstrated gross
negligence or intentional misconduct in the care of patients or (ii) conducted his practice in such a
manner as to be a danger to the health and welfare of his patients or the public. A certified, registered,
or licensed practitioner, a facility holding a license, certification, registration, or permit, or a person
holding a multistate licensure privilege to practice nursing who has entered into two confidential con-
sent agreements involving a standard of care violation, within the 10-year period immediately pre-
ceding a board's receipt of the most recent report or complaint being considered, shall receive public
discipline for any subsequent violation within the 10-year period unless the board finds there are suf-
ficient facts and circumstances to rebut the presumption that the disciplinary action be made public.

15. When a board has probable cause to believe a practitioner is unable to practice with reasonable
skill and safety to patients because of excessive use of alcohol or drugs or physical or mental illness,
the board, after preliminary investigation by an informal fact-finding proceeding, may direct that the
practitioner submit to a mental or physical examination. Failure to submit to the examination shall con-
stitute grounds for disciplinary action. Any practitioner affected by this subsection shall be afforded
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that he is competent to practice with reasonable skill and
safety to patients. For the purposes of this subdivision, "practitioner" shall include any person holding
a multistate licensure privilege to practice nursing.

1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 659, 890; 1997, cc. 439, 564; 1998, c. 469; 2002, cc. 455, 698; 2003, cc. 753,
762; 2004, cc. 49, 64; 2009, cc. 472, 534; 2010, c. 414; 2014, c. 426; 2016, c. 82; 2017, c. 423; 2023,
c. 191.

§ 54.1-2400.01. Certain definition.
As used in this subtitle, "laser surgery" means treatment through revision, destruction, incision or other
structural alteration of human tissue using laser technology. Under this definition, the continued use of
laser technology solely for nonsurgical purposes of examination and diagnosis shall be permitted for
those professions whose licenses permit such use.

1997, c. 569.

§ 54.1-2400.01:2. Ophthalmic prescription defined; who may provide ophthalmic prescriptions.
A. As used in this section:

"Contact lens" means any lens that is placed directly on the surface of the eye, whether or not the lens
is intended to correct a visual defect, including any cosmetic, therapeutic, or corrective contact lens.
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"Ophthalmic prescription" means a handwritten or electronic order of a provider that includes (i) in the
case of contact lenses, all information required by the Fairness to Contact Lens Consumers Act, 15
U.S.C. §§ 7601 et seq., (ii) in the case of prescription eyeglasses, all information required by the Oph-
thalmic Practice Rule, also known as the Eyeglass Rule, 16 C.F.R. Part 456, and (iii) necessary and
appropriate information for the dispensing of prescription eyeglasses or contact lenses for a patient,
including the provider's name, physical address at which the provider practices, and telephone num-
ber.

"Provider" means an ophthalmologist licensed by the Board of Medicine pursuant to Chapter 29 (§
54.1-2900 et seq.) or an optometrist licensed by the Board of Optometry pursuant to Chapter 32 (§
54.1-3200 et seq.).

B. For the purpose of a provider prescribing spectacles, eyeglasses, lenses, or contact lenses to a
patient, a provider shall establish a bona fide provider-patient relationship by an examination (i) in per-
son, (ii) through face-to-face interactive, two-way, real-time communication, or (iii) store-and-forward
technologies when all of the following conditions are met: (a) the provider obtains an updated medical
history at the time of prescribing; (b) the provider makes a diagnosis at the time of prescribing; (c) the
provider conforms to the standard of care expected of in-person care as appropriate to the patient's
age and presenting condition, including when the standard of care requires the use of diagnostic test-
ing and performance of a physical examination, which may be carried out through the use of peri-
pheral devices appropriate to the patient's condition; (d) the ophthalmic prescription is not determined
solely by use of an online questionnaire; (e) the provider is actively licensed in the Commonwealth
and authorized to prescribe; and (f) upon request, the prescriber provides patient records in a timely
manner in accordance with the provisions of § 32.1-127.1:03 and all other state and federal laws and
regulations.

C. The requirements of this section shall not apply to (i) the sale of eyeglasses not designed to correct
or enhance vision by addressing the visual needs of the individual wearer and that may be known as
over-the-counter eyeglasses or readers or (ii) a licensed optician providing services in accordance
with § 54.1-1509.

D. The provisions of this section shall not apply to ophthalmic prescriptions written prior to July 1,
2017.

2017, cc. 169, 184.

§ 54.1-2400.02. Information concerning health professionals; posting of addresses on the Internet;
providing personal information under certain circumstances prohibited; collection of address inform-
ation from health professionals.
A. In order to protect the privacy and security of health professionals, the posting of addresses to the
on-line licensure lookup or any successor in interest thereof shall only disclose the city or county
provided to the Department and shall not include any street, rural delivery route, or post office address.
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However, the street address of facilities regulated by the Boards of Funeral Directors and Embalmers,
Nursing, Pharmacy, and Veterinary Medicine shall be posted.

B. The Department shall collect an official address of record from each health professional licensed,
registered, or certified by a health regulatory board within the Department, to be used by the Depart-
ment and relevant health regulatory boards for agency purposes, including workforce planning and
emergency contact pursuant to § 54.1-2506.1. Such official address of record shall otherwise remain
confidential, shall not be provided to any private entity for resale to another private entity or to the pub-
lic, and shall be exempt from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).

C. In addition, the Department shall provide an opportunity for the health professional to provide a
second address, for the purpose of public dissemination. Health professionals may choose to provide
a work address, a post office box, or a home address as the public address. In collecting such public
address information, the Department shall notify health professionals that this address may be publicly
disclosed, and is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.). Notwithstanding the
provisions of subsection B, if a health professional does not provide a second address, his official
address of record shall also be used as the public address for the purpose of public dissemination.

D. The Department shall develop a procedure for health professionals to update their address inform-
ation at regular intervals, and may charge a fee sufficient to cover the costs for such updates.

2003, c. 310; 2009, c. 687.

§ 54.1-2400.03. Health regulatory boards to report information concerning health professionals to
the Department of Health; Eligible Health Care Provider Reserve Directory.
Every health regulatory board within the Department of Health Professions shall report information pre-
scribed in subsection B of § 32.1-23.3 for persons licensed, registered, or certified or previously
licensed, registered, or certified by the health regulatory board to the Department of Health for inclu-
sion in the Eligible Health Care Provider Reserve Directory. However, a health regulatory board shall
not report information for any such person who has notified the health regulatory board in writing that
he does not want his information included in the Eligible Health Care Provider Reserve Directory.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 530.

§ 54.1-2400.1. Mental health service providers; duty to protect third parties; immunity.
A. As used in this section:

"Certified substance abuse counselor" means a person certified to provide substance abuse coun-
seling in a state-approved public or private substance abuse program or facility.

"Client" or "patient" means any person who is voluntarily or involuntarily receiving mental health ser-
vices or substance abuse services from any mental health service provider.

"Clinical psychologist" means a person who practices clinical psychology as defined in § 54.1-3600.

"Clinical social worker" means a person who practices social work as defined in § 54.1-3700.

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2506.1/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-3700/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-3700/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0310
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0687
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+CHAP0530


"Licensed practical nurse" means a person licensed to practice practical nursing as defined in § 54.1-
3000.

"Licensed substance abuse treatment practitioner" means any person licensed to engage in the prac-
tice of substance abuse treatment as defined in § 54.1-3500.

"Marriage and family therapist" means a person licensed to engage in the practice of marriage and
family therapy as defined in § 54.1-3500.

"Mental health professional" means a person who by education and experience is professionally qual-
ified and licensed in Virginia to provide counseling interventions designed to facilitate an individual's
achievement of human development goals and remediate mental, emotional, or behavioral disorders
and associated distresses which interfere with mental health and development.

"Mental health service provider" or "provider" refers to any of the following: (i) a person who provides
professional services as a certified substance abuse counselor, clinical psychologist, clinical social
worker, licensed substance abuse treatment practitioner, licensed practical nurse, marriage and family
therapist, mental health professional, physician, physician assistant, professional counselor, psy-
chologist, qualified mental health professional, registered nurse, registered peer recovery specialist,
school psychologist, or social worker; (ii) a professional corporation, all of whose shareholders or
members are so licensed; or (iii) a partnership, all of whose partners are so licensed.

"Professional counselor" means a person who practices counseling as defined in § 54.1-3500.

"Psychologist" means a person who practices psychology as defined in § 54.1-3600.

"Qualified mental health professional" has the same meaning as provided in § 54.1-3500.

"Registered nurse" means a person licensed to practice professional nursing as defined in § 54.1-
3000.

"Registered peer recovery specialist" means a person who by education and experience is pro-
fessionally qualified and registered by the Board of Counseling to provide collaborative services to
assist individuals in achieving sustained recovery from the effects of addiction or mental illness, or
both. A registered peer recovery specialist shall provide such services as an employee or inde-
pendent contractor of the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, a provider
licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, a practitioner licensed
by or holding a permit issued from the Department of Health Professions, or a facility licensed by the
Department of Health.

"School psychologist" means a person who practices school psychology as defined in § 54.1-3600.

"Social worker" means a person who practices social work as defined in § 54.1-3700.

B. A mental health service provider has a duty to take precautions to protect third parties from violent
behavior or other serious harm only when the client has orally, in writing, or via sign language, com-
municated to the provider a specific and immediate threat to cause serious bodily injury or death to an



identified or readily identifiable person or persons, if the provider reasonably believes, or should
believe according to the standards of his profession, that the client has the intent and ability to carry
out that threat immediately or imminently. If the third party is a child, in addition to taking precautions to
protect the child from the behaviors in the above types of threats, the provider also has a duty to take
precautions to protect the child if the client threatens to engage in behaviors that would constitute phys-
ical abuse or sexual abuse as defined in § 18.2-67.10. The duty to protect does not attach unless the
threat has been communicated to the provider by the threatening client while the provider is engaged
in his professional duties.

C. The duty set forth in subsection B is discharged by a mental health service provider who takes one
or more of the following actions:

1. Seeks involuntary admission of the client under Article 16 (§ 16.1-335 et seq.) of Chapter 11 of Title
16.1 or Chapter 8 (§ 37.2-800 et seq.) of Title 37.2.

2. Makes reasonable attempts to warn the potential victims or the parent or guardian of the potential
victim if the potential victim is under the age of 18.

3. Makes reasonable efforts to notify a law-enforcement official having jurisdiction in the client's or
potential victim's place of residence or place of work, or place of work of the parent or guardian if the
potential victim is under age 18, or both.

4. Takes steps reasonably available to the provider to prevent the client from using physical violence
or other means of harm to others until the appropriate law-enforcement agency can be summoned and
takes custody of the client.

5. Provides therapy or counseling to the client or patient in the session in which the threat has been
communicated until the mental health service provider reasonably believes that the client no longer
has the intent or the ability to carry out the threat.

6. In the case of a registered peer recovery specialist, or a qualified mental health professional who is
not otherwise licensed by a health regulatory board at the Department of Health Professions, reports
immediately to a licensed mental health service provider to take one or more of the actions set forth in
this subsection.

D. A mental health service provider shall not be held civilly liable to any person for:

1. Breaching confidentiality with the limited purpose of protecting third parties by communicating the
threats described in subsection B made by his clients to potential third party victims or law-enforce-
ment agencies or by taking any of the actions specified in subsection C.

2. Failing to predict, in the absence of a threat described in subsection B, that the client would cause
the third party serious physical harm.

3. Failing to take precautions other than those enumerated in subsection C to protect a potential third
party victim from the client's violent behavior.



1994, c. 958; 1997, c. 901; 2005, c. 716; 2010, cc. 778, 825; 2017, cc. 61, 417, 418, 426; 2018, cc.
171, 803; 2019, cc. 101, 217.

§ 54.1-2400.01:1. Surgery defined; who may perform surgery.
A. For the purposes of this subtitle, except as used in Chapter 38 (§ 54.1-3800 et seq.) related to veter-
inary medicine, "surgery" means the structural alteration of the human body by the incision or cutting
into of tissue for the purpose of diagnostic or therapeutic treatment of conditions or disease processes
by any instrument causing localized alteration or transposition of live human tissue, but does not
include the following: procedures for the removal of superficial foreign bodies from the human body,
punctures, injections, dry needling, acupuncture, or removal of dead tissue. For the purposes of this
section, incision shall not mean the scraping or brushing of live tissue.

B. No person shall perform surgery unless he is (i) licensed by the Board of Medicine as a doctor of
medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry; (ii) licensed by the Board of Dentistry as a doctor of dentistry; (iii)
jointly licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing as an advanced practice registered nurse; (iv)
a physician assistant acting under the supervision of a doctor of medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry; (v)
a licensed midwife in the performance of episiotomies during childbirth; (vi) licensed by the Board of
Optometry as an optometrist and certified to perform laser surgery pursuant to § 54.1-3225; or (vii) act-
ing pursuant to the orders and under the appropriate supervision of a licensed doctor of medicine,
osteopathy, podiatry, or dentistry.

C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict, limit, change, or expand the scope of practice
in effect on January 1, 2012, of any profession licensed by any of the health regulatory boards within
the Department of Health Professions.

2012, cc. 15, 124; 2022, cc. 16, 17; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2400.2. Confidentiality of information obtained during an investigation or disciplinary pro-
ceeding; penalty.
A. Any reports, information or records received and maintained by the Department of Health Pro-
fessions or any health regulatory board in connection with possible disciplinary proceedings, includ-
ing any material received or developed by a board during an investigation or proceeding, shall be
strictly confidential. The Department of Health Professions or a board may only disclose such con-
fidential information:

1. In a disciplinary proceeding before a board or in any subsequent trial or appeal of an action or
order, or to the respondent in entering into a confidential consent agreement under § 54.1-2400;

2. To regulatory authorities concerned with granting, limiting or denying licenses, certificates or regis-
trations to practice a health profession, including the coordinated licensure information system as
defined in § 54.1-3040.2 and the data system as set forth in § 54.1-3492;

3. To the Virginia Department of Education or the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, if
such information relates to nursing or nurse aide education programs regulated by the Board of Nurs-
ing;
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4. To hospital committees concerned with granting, limiting or denying hospital privileges if a final
determination regarding a violation has been made;

5. Pursuant to an order of a court of competent jurisdiction for good cause arising from extraordinary
circumstances being shown;

6. To qualified personnel for bona fide research or educational purposes, if personally identifiable
information relating to any person is first deleted. Such release shall be made pursuant to a written
agreement to ensure compliance with this section; or

7. To the Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program within the Department of Health Professions in con-
nection with health practitioners who apply to or participate in the Program.

B. In no event shall confidential information received, maintained or developed by the Department of
Health Professions or any board, or disclosed by the Department of Health Professions or a board to
others, pursuant to this section, be available for discovery or court subpoena or introduced into evid-
ence in any civil action. This section shall not, however, be construed to inhibit an investigation or pro-
secution under Article 1 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2.

C. Any claim of a physician-patient or practitioner-patient privilege shall not prevail in any invest-
igation or proceeding by any health regulatory board acting within the scope of its authority. The dis-
closure, however, of any information pursuant to this provision shall not be deemed a waiver of such
privilege in any other proceeding.

D. This section shall not prohibit the Director of the Department of Health Professions, after con-
sultation with the relevant health regulatory board president or his designee, from disclosing to the
Attorney General, or the appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth, investigatory information which
indicates a possible violation of any provision of criminal law, including the laws relating to the man-
ufacture, distribution, dispensing, prescribing or administration of drugs, other than drugs classified as
Schedule VI drugs and devices, by any individual regulated by any health regulatory board.

E. This section shall not prohibit the Director of the Department of Health Professions from disclosing
matters listed in subdivision A 1, 2, or 3 of § 54.1-2909; from making the reports of aggregate inform-
ation and summaries required by § 54.1-2400.3; or from disclosing the information required to be
made available to the public pursuant to § 54.1-2910.1.

F. This section shall not prohibit the Director of the Department of Health Professions, following con-
sultation with the relevant health regulatory board president or his designee, from disclosing inform-
ation about a suspected violation of state or federal law or regulation to other agencies within the
Health and Human Resources Secretariat or to state or federal law-enforcement agencies having jur-
isdiction over the suspected violation or requesting an inspection or investigation of a licensee by
such state or federal agency when the Director has reason to believe that a possible violation of state
or federal law has occurred. Such disclosure shall not exceed the minimum information necessary to
permit the state or federal agency having jurisdiction over the suspected violation of state or federal



law to conduct an inspection or investigation. Disclosures by the Director pursuant to this subsection
shall not be limited to requests for inspections or investigations of licensees. Nothing in this sub-
section shall require the Director to make any disclosure. Nothing in this section shall permit any
agency to which the Director makes a disclosure pursuant to this section to re-disclose any inform-
ation, reports, records, or materials received from the Department.

G. Whenever a complaint or report has been filed about a person licensed, certified, or registered by a
health regulatory board, the source and the subject of a complaint or report shall be provided inform-
ation about the investigative and disciplinary procedures at the Department of Health Professions.
Prior to interviewing a licensee who is the subject of a complaint or report, or at the time that the
licensee is first notified in writing of the complaint or report, whichever shall occur first, the licensee
shall be provided with a copy of the complaint or report and any records or supporting documentation,
unless such provision would materially obstruct a criminal or regulatory investigation. If the relevant
board concludes that a disciplinary proceeding will not be instituted, the board may send an advisory
letter to the person who was the subject of the complaint or report. The relevant board may also inform
the source of the complaint or report (i) that an investigation has been conducted, (ii) that the matter
was concluded without a disciplinary proceeding, (iii) of the process the board followed in making its
determination, and (iv), if appropriate, that an advisory letter from the board has been communicated to
the person who was the subject of the complaint or report. In providing such information, the board
shall inform the source of the complaint or report that he is subject to the requirements of this section
relating to confidentiality and discovery.

H. Orders and notices of the health regulatory boards relating to disciplinary actions, other than con-
fidential exhibits described in subsection K, shall be disclosed. Information on the date and location of
any disciplinary proceeding, allegations against the respondent, and the list of statutes and reg-
ulations the respondent is alleged to have violated shall be provided to the source of the complaint or
report by the relevant board prior to the proceeding. The source shall be notified of the disposition of a
disciplinary case.

I. This section shall not prohibit investigative staff authorized under § 54.1-2506 or investigative staff of
any other agency to which disclosure of information about a suspected violation of state or federal law
or regulation is authorized by subsection F from interviewing fact witnesses, disclosing to fact wit-
nesses the identity of the subject of the complaint or report, or reviewing with fact witnesses any por-
tion of records or other supporting documentation necessary to refresh the fact witnesses' recollection.

J. Any person found guilty of the unlawful disclosure of confidential information possessed by a health
regulatory board shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

K. In disciplinary actions in which a practitioner is or may be unable to practice with reasonable skill
and safety to patients and the public because of a mental or physical disability, a health regulatory
board shall consider whether to disclose and may decide not to disclose in its notice or order the prac-
titioner's health records, as defined in § 32.1-127.1:03, or his health services, as defined in § 32.1-



127.1:03. Such information may be considered by the relevant board in a closed hearing in accord-
ance with subdivision A 16 of § 2.2-3711 and included in a confidential exhibit to a notice or order.
The public notice or order shall identify, if known, the practitioner's mental or physical disability that is
the basis for its determination. In the event that the relevant board, in its discretion, determines that this
subsection should apply, information contained in the confidential exhibit shall remain part of the con-
fidential record before the relevant board and is subject to court review under the Administrative Pro-
cess Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.) and to release in accordance with this section.

1997, c. 698; 1998, c. 744; 1999, c. 888; 2003, cc. 753, 762; 2004, c. 49; 2006, cc. 155, 184; 2007, c.
395; 2009, cc. 342, 472; 2015, c. 114; 2016, c. 222; 2017, c. 616; 2019, cc. 300, 418, 663.

§ 54.1-2400.3. Disciplinary actions to be reported.
In addition to the information required by § 54.1-114, the Director shall include in the Department's
biennial report for each of the health regulatory boards the number of reports or complaints of mis-
conduct received and the investigations, charges, findings, and sanctions resulting therefrom. The
report shall reflect the categories of allegations, kinds of complaints and the rates of disciplinary activ-
ity for the various regulated professions and the health regulatory boards having jurisdiction; sum-
maries explaining the reported data shall be included with the report. Further, the report shall specify
the number of cases for each profession regulated by a health regulatory board by category of viol-
ation, including, but not limited to, standard of care violations, in which (i) a sanction was imposed; (ii)
a confidential consent agreement was accepted; and (iii) more than two confidential consent agree-
ments involving a standard of care violation were accepted by the relevant board for the same prac-
titioner in a 10-year period. The information shall be reported only in the aggregate without reference
to any individual's name or identifying particulars. In those portions of this report relating to the Board
of Medicine, the Director shall include a summary of the data required by § 54.1-2910.1.

The Director shall also include in the Department's biennial report for each health regulatory board (i)
case processing time standards for resolving disciplinary cases, (ii) an analysis of the percentage of
cases resolved during the last two fiscal years that did not meet such standards, (iii) a six-year trend
analysis of the time required to process, investigate, and adjudicate cases, and (iv) a detailed report-
ing of staffing levels for the six-year period for each job classification that supports the disciplinary pro-
cess. However, the initial biennial report shall require a four-year trend analysis of the time required to
process, investigate, and adjudicate cases and a detailed reporting of staffing levels for the four-year
period for each job classification that supports the disciplinary process.

1997, c. 698; 1998, c. 744; 2003, cc. 753, 762.

§ 54.1-2400.4. Mental health service providers duty to inform; immunity; civil penalty.
A. Any mental health service provider, as defined in § 54.1-2400.1, shall, upon learning of evidence
that indicates a reasonable probability that another mental health provider is or may be guilty of a viol-
ation of standards of conduct as defined in statute or regulation, advise his patient of his right to report
such misconduct to the Department of Health Professions, hereinafter referred to as the "Department."
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B. The mental health service provider shall provide relevant information to the patient, including, but
not limited to, the Department's toll-free complaint hotline number for consumer complaints and written
information, published by the Department of Health Professions, explaining how to file a report. The
mental health service provider shall document in the patient's record the alleged misconduct, the cat-
egory of licensure or certification, and approximate dates of treatment, if known, of the mental health
service provider who will be the subject of the report, and the action taken by the mental health service
provider to inform the patient of his right to file a complaint with the Department of Health Professions.

C. Any mental health service provider informing a patient of his right to file a complaint against a reg-
ulated person and providing the information required by this section shall be immune from any civil
liability or criminal prosecution resulting therefrom unless such person acted in bad faith or with mali-
cious intent.

D. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any person required to inform a patient of his right to file
a complaint against a regulated person pursuant to this section who fails to do so shall be subject to a
civil penalty not to exceed $100.

2000, c. 578.

§ 54.1-2400.5. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2018, cc. 170 and 381, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2400.6. Hospitals, other health care institutions, home health and hospice organizations,
and assisted living facilities required to report disciplinary actions against and certain disorders of
health professionals; immunity from liability; failure to report.
A. The chief executive officer and the chief of staff of every hospital or other health care institution in
the Commonwealth, the director of every licensed home health or hospice organization, the director of
every accredited home health organization exempt from licensure, the administrator of every licensed
assisted living facility, and the administrator of every provider licensed by the Department of Beha-
vioral Health and Developmental Services in the Commonwealth shall report within 30 days, except
as provided in subdivision 1, to the Director of the Department of Health Professions, or in the case of
a director of a home health or hospice organization, to the Office of Licensure and Certification at the
Department of Health (the Office), the following information regarding any person (i) licensed, certified,
or registered by a health regulatory board or (ii) holding a multistate licensure privilege to practice nurs-
ing or an applicant for licensure, certification or registration unless exempted under subsection E:

1. Any information of which he may become aware in his official capacity indicating a reasonable
belief that such a health professional is in need of treatment or has been voluntarily admitted as a
patient, either at his institution or any other health care institution, for treatment of substance abuse or
a psychiatric illness that may render the health professional a danger to himself, the public or his
patients. If such health care professional has been involuntarily admitted as a patient, either in his own
institution or any other health care institution, for treatment of substance abuse or a psychiatric illness,
the report required by this section shall be made within five days of the date on which the chief
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executive officer, chief of staff, director, or administrator learns of the health care professional's invol-
untary admission.

2. Any information of which he may become aware in his official capacity indicating a reasonable
belief, after review and, if necessary, an investigation or consultation with the appropriate internal
boards or committees authorized to impose disciplinary action on a health professional, that a health
professional may have engaged in unethical, fraudulent or unprofessional conduct as defined by the
pertinent licensing statutes and regulations. The report required under this subdivision shall be sub-
mitted within 30 days of the date that the chief executive officer, chief of staff, director, or administrator
determines that such reasonable belief exists.

3. Any disciplinary proceeding begun by the institution, organization, facility, or provider as a result of
conduct involving (i) intentional or negligent conduct that causes or is likely to cause injury to a patient
or patients, (ii) professional ethics, (iii) professional incompetence, (iv) moral turpitude, or (v) sub-
stance abuse. The report required under this subdivision shall be submitted within 30 days of the date
of written communication to the health professional notifying him of the initiation of a disciplinary pro-
ceeding.

4. Any disciplinary action taken during or at the conclusion of disciplinary proceedings or while under
investigation, including but not limited to denial or termination of employment, denial or termination of
privileges or restriction of privileges that results from conduct involving (i) intentional or negligent con-
duct that causes or is likely to cause injury to a patient or patients, (ii) professional ethics, (iii) pro-
fessional incompetence, (iv) moral turpitude, or (v) substance abuse. The report required under this
subdivision shall be submitted within 30 days of the date of written communication to the health pro-
fessional notifying him of any disciplinary action.

5. The voluntary resignation from the staff of the health care institution, home health or hospice organ-
ization, assisted living facility, or provider, or voluntary restriction or expiration of privileges at the insti-
tution, organization, facility, or provider, of any health professional while such health professional is
under investigation or is the subject of disciplinary proceedings taken or begun by the institution,
organization, facility, or provider or a committee thereof for any reason related to possible intentional
or negligent conduct that causes or is likely to cause injury to a patient or patients, medical incom-
petence, unprofessional conduct, moral turpitude, mental or physical impairment, or substance abuse.

Any report required by this section shall be in writing directed to the Director of the Department of
Health Professions or to the Director of the Office of Licensure and Certification at the Department of
Health, shall give the name, address, and date of birth of the person who is the subject of the report
and shall fully describe the circumstances surrounding the facts required to be reported. The report
shall include the names and contact information of individuals with knowledge about the facts
required to be reported and the names and contact information of individuals from whom the hospital
or health care institution, organization, facility, or provider sought information to substantiate the facts
required to be reported. All relevant medical records shall be attached to the report if patient care or



the health professional's health status is at issue. The reporting hospital, health care institution, home
health or hospice organization, assisted living facility, or provider shall also provide notice to the
Department or the Office that it has submitted a report to the National Practitioner Data Bank under the
Health Care Quality Improvement Act (42 U.S.C. § 11101 et seq.). The reporting hospital, health care
institution, home health or hospice organization, assisted living facility, or provider shall give the
health professional who is the subject of the report an opportunity to review the report. The health pro-
fessional may submit a separate report if he disagrees with the substance of the report.

This section shall not be construed to require the hospital, health care institution, home health or hos-
pice organization, assisted living facility, or provider to submit any proceedings, minutes, records, or
reports that are privileged under § 8.01-581.17, except that the provisions of § 8.01-581.17 shall not
bar (i) any report required by this section or (ii) any requested medical records that are necessary to
investigate unprofessional conduct reported pursuant to this subtitle or unprofessional conduct that
should have been reported pursuant to this subtitle. Under no circumstances shall compliance with
this section be construed to waive or limit the privilege provided in § 8.01-581.17. No person or entity
shall be obligated to report any matter to the Department or the Office if the person or entity has actual
notice that the same matter has already been reported to the Department or the Office. No person or
entity shall be obligated to report a health care provider who is participating in a professional program
as described in subsection B of § 8.01-581.16 unless there is a reasonable belief that the participant
is not competent to continue to practice or is a danger to himself or to the health and welfare of his
patients or the public.

B. The State Health Commissioner, Commissioner of Social Services, and Commissioner of Beha-
vioral Health and Developmental Services shall report to the Department any information of which
their agencies may become aware in the course of their duties that a health professional may be guilty
of fraudulent, unethical, or unprofessional conduct as defined by the pertinent licensing statutes and
regulations. However, the State Health Commissioner shall not be required to report information repor-
ted to the Director of the Office of Licensure and Certification pursuant to this section to the Depart-
ment of Health Professions.

C. Any person making a report by this section, providing information pursuant to an investigation or
testifying in a judicial or administrative proceeding as a result of such report shall be immune from any
civil liability alleged to have resulted therefrom unless such person acted in bad faith or with malicious
intent.

D. Medical records or information learned or maintained in connection with an alcohol or drug pre-
vention function that is conducted, regulated, or directly or indirectly assisted by any department or
agency of the United States shall be exempt from the reporting requirements of this section to the
extent that such reporting is in violation of 42 U.S.C. § 290dd-2 or regulations adopted thereunder.

E. Any person who fails to make a report to the Department as required by this section shall be subject
to a civil penalty not to exceed $25,000 assessed by the Director. The Director shall report the



assessment of such civil penalty to the Commissioner of Health, Commissioner of Social Services, or
Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, as appropriate. Any person
assessed a civil penalty pursuant to this section shall not receive a license or certification or renewal
of such unless such penalty has been paid pursuant to § 32.1-125.01. The Medical College of Virginia
Hospitals and the University of Virginia Hospitals shall not receive certification pursuant to § 32.1-137
or Article 1.1 (§ 32.1-102.1 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 32.1 unless such penalty has been paid.

Code 1950, § 32-137.1; 1977, c. 639; 1978, c. 541, § 54-325.1; 1979, cc. 720, 727; 1986, cc. 303, 434;
1988, c. 765, § 54.1-2906; 1994, c. 234; 2000, c. 77; 2003, cc. 456, 753, 762; 2004, cc. 49, 64; 2011, c.
463; 2015, c. 119; 2017, cc. 418, 426; 2020, cc. 45, 230; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 5, 243.

§ 54.1-2400.7. Practitioners treating other practitioners for certain disorders to make reports;
immunity from liability.
A. Every practitioner in the Commonwealth who is registered, certified, or licensed by a health reg-
ulatory board or who holds a multistate licensure privilege to practice nursing who treats pro-
fessionally any person registered, certified, or licensed by a health regulatory board or who holds a
multistate licensure privilege shall report, unless exempted by subsection C hereof, to the Director of
the Department of Health Professions whenever any such health professional is treated for mental dis-
orders, chemical dependency or alcoholism, unless the attending practitioner has determined that
there is a reasonable probability that the person being treated is competent to continue in practice or
would not constitute danger to himself or to the health and welfare of his patients or the public.

B. Any person making a report required by this section or testifying in a judicial or administrative pro-
ceeding as a result of such report shall be immune from any civil liability alleged to have resulted
therefrom unless such person acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

C. Medical records or information learned or maintained in connection with an alcohol or drug abuse
prevention function that is conducted, regulated, or directly or indirectly assisted by any department or
agency of the United States shall be exempt from the reporting requirements of this section to the
extent that such reporting is in violation of 42 U.S.C. § 290dd-2 or regulations adopted thereunder.

Code 1950, § 54-317.2; 1966, c. 166; 1973, c. 529, § 54-317.3; 1974, c. 555; 1977, c. 639; 1978, c.
541; 1986, c. 434; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-2907; 1996, cc. 937, 980; 2004, cc. 49, 64.

§ 54.1-2400.8. Immunity for reporting.
In addition to the immunity for reporting as provided by §§ 54.1-2400.6 and 54.1-2400.7, any person (i)
making a report regarding the conduct or competency of a health care practitioner as required by law
or regulation, (ii) making a voluntary report to the appropriate regulatory board or to the Department of
Health Professions regarding the unprofessional conduct or competency of any practitioner licensed,
certified, or registered by a health regulatory board, or (iii) providing information pursuant to an invest-
igation or testifying in a judicial or administrative proceeding as a result of such reports shall be
immune from any civil liability resulting therefrom unless such person acted in bad faith or with mali-
cious intent.
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2004, c. 64; 2005, c. 932.

§ 54.1-2400.9. Reporting disabilities of drivers.
Any (i) doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, or podiatry; (ii) advanced practice registered
nurse; (iii) physician assistant; (iv) optometrist; (v) physical therapist; or (vi) clinical psychologist who
reports to the Department of Motor Vehicles the existence, or probable existence, of a mental or phys-
ical disability or infirmity of any person licensed to operate a motor vehicle which the reporting prac-
titioner believes affects such person's ability to operate a motor vehicle safely shall not be subject to
civil liability under § 32.1-127.1:03 resulting from such report or deemed to have violated the prac-
titioner-patient privilege unless he has acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

2017, cc. 712, 720; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2401. Monetary penalty.
Any person licensed, registered, permitted, or certified or issued a multistate licensure privilege by any
health regulatory board who violates any provision of statute or regulation pertaining to that board and
who is not criminally prosecuted may be subject to the monetary penalty provided in this section. If the
board or any special conference committee determines that a respondent has violated any provision
of statute or regulation pertaining to the board, it shall determine the amount of any monetary penalty
to be imposed for the violation, which shall not exceed $5,000 for each violation. The penalty may be
sued for and recovered in the name of the Commonwealth. All such monetary penalties shall be
deposited in the Literary Fund.

1980, c. 678, § 54-961; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 659; 1997, c. 564; 2003, cc. 753, 762; 2004, c. 49; 2017,
c. 423.

§ 54.1-2402. Citizen members on health regulatory boards.
Citizen members appointed to boards within the Department of Health Professions after July 1, 1986,
shall participate in all matters. Of the citizen members first appointed to boards with two citizen mem-
bers, one shall be appointed for a term of two years and one for the maximum term established for
members of the respective board. On boards with one citizen member, the citizen member initially
appointed shall be appointed for the maximum term established for members of that board. The pro-
visions of this section relating to terms of citizen members on such boards shall not apply to the Board
of Medicine or to the Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers. For the purposes of this section, "cit-
izen member" shall have the meaning provided in § 54.1-107.

1986, c. 464, § 54-950.3; 1988, cc. 66, 765.

§ 54.1-2402.1. Appointments, removals, and limitation of terms of members of regulatory boards.
Except as otherwise expressly provided, members shall be appointed by the Governor and may be
removed by him as provided in subsection A of § 2.2-108. Any vacancy occurring other than by expir-
ation of term shall be filled for the unexpired term. Members shall hold office after expiration of their
terms until their successors are duly appointed and have qualified.
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All members of regulatory boards appointed by the Governor for terms commencing on or after July 1,
1988, shall be appointed for terms of four years. No members shall serve more than two successive
full terms on any regulatory board.

1988, c. 42, § 54-950.4.

§ 54.1-2403. Certain advertising prohibited.
No person licensed, certified, registered, or permitted by one of the boards within the Department shall
use any form of advertising that contains any false, fraudulent, misleading, or deceptive statement or
claim.

1987, c. 199, § 54-959.1; 1988, c. 765; 2017, c. 423.

§ 54.1-2403.01. Routine component of prenatal care.
A. As a routine component of prenatal care, every practitioner licensed pursuant to this subtitle who
renders prenatal care, including any holder of a multistate licensure privilege to practice nursing,
regardless of the site of such practice, shall inform every pregnant woman who is his patient that
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) screening is recommended for all pregnant patients and that she
will receive an HIV test as part of the routine panel of prenatal tests unless she declines (opt-out
screening). The practitioner shall offer the pregnant woman oral or written information that includes an
explanation of HIV infection, a description of interventions that can reduce HIV transmission from
mother to infant, and the meaning of positive and negative test results. The confidentiality provisions
of § 32.1-36.1, test result disclosure conditions, and appropriate counseling requirements of § 32.1-
37.2 shall apply to any HIV testing conducted pursuant to this section. Practitioners shall counsel all
pregnant women with HIV-positive test results about the dangers to the fetus and the advisability of
receiving treatment in accordance with the then current Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
recommendations for HIV-positive pregnant women. Any pregnant woman shall have the right to
refuse testing for HIV infection and any recommended treatment. Documentation of such refusal shall
be maintained in the patient's medical record.

B. As a routine component of prenatal care, every practitioner licensed pursuant to this subtitle who
renders prenatal care, including any holder of a multistate licensure privilege to practice nursing,
regardless of the site of such practice, upon receipt of a positive test result from a prenatal test for
Down syndrome or other prenatally diagnosed conditions performed on a patient, the health care pro-
vider involved may provide the patient with information about the Virginia Department of Health genet-
ics program website and shall provide the patient with up-to-date, scientific written information
concerning the life expectancy, clinical course, and intellectual and functional development and treat-
ment options for an unborn child diagnosed with or child born with Down syndrome or other prenatally
diagnosed conditions. He may also provide a referral to support services providers, including inform-
ation hotlines specific to Down syndrome or other prenatally diagnosed conditions, resource centers
or clearinghouses, and other education and support programs. For the purposes of this section, "pren-
atally diagnosed condition" means any fetal health condition identified by prenatal genetic testing or
prenatal screening procedures.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0423
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-36.1/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-37.2/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-37.2/


1995, c. 309; 2004, c. 49; 2007, cc. 780, 822; 2008, c. 641.

§ 54.1-2403.02. Prenatal education; cord blood banking.
Every practitioner licensed pursuant to this subtitle who renders prenatal care, including any holder of
a multistate licensure privilege to practice nursing, regardless of the site of such practice, shall, prior to
the beginning of his patient's third trimester of pregnancy or, if later, at the first visit of such pregnant
woman to the provider, make available to the patient information developed pursuant to § 32.1-69.4
relating to the women's options with respect to umbilical cord blood banking.

2010, c. 69.

§ 54.1-2403.1. Protocol for certain medical history screening required.
A. As a routine component of every pregnant woman's prenatal care, every practitioner licensed pur-
suant to this subtitle who renders prenatal care, including any holder of a multistate licensure privilege
to practice nursing, regardless of the site of such practice, shall establish and implement a medical his-
tory protocol for screening pregnant women for substance abuse to determine the need for a specific
substance abuse evaluation. The medical history protocol shall include, but need not be limited to, a
description of the screening device and shall address abuse of both legal and illegal substances. The
medical history screening may be followed, as necessary and appropriate, with a thorough substance
abuse evaluation.

B. The results of such medical history screening and of any specific substance abuse evaluation
which may be conducted shall be confidential and, if the woman is enrolled in a treatment program
operated by any facility receiving federal funds, shall only be released as provided in federal law and
regulations. However, if the woman is not enrolled in a treatment program or is not enrolled in a pro-
gram operated by a facility receiving federal funds, the results may only be released to the following
persons:

1. The subject of the medical history screening or her legally authorized representative.

2. Any person designated in a written release signed by the subject of the medical history screening or
her legally authorized representative.

3. Health care providers for the purposes of consultation or providing care and treatment to the person
who was the subject of the medical history screening.

C. The results of the medical history screening required by this section or any specific substance
abuse evaluation which may be conducted as part of the prenatal care shall not be admissible in any
criminal proceeding.

D. Practitioners shall advise their patients of the results of the medical history screening and specific
substance abuse evaluation, and shall provide such information to third-party payers as may be
required for reimbursement of the costs of medical care. However, such information shall not be
admissible in any criminal proceedings. Practitioners shall advise all pregnant women whose medical
history screenings and specific substance abuse evaluations are positive for substance abuse of
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appropriate treatment and shall inform such women of the potential for poor birth outcomes from sub-
stance abuse.

1992, c. 428; 2004, c. 49.

§ 54.1-2403.2. Record storage.
A. Health records, as defined in § 32.1-127.1:03, may be stored by computerized or other electronic
process or microfilm, or other photographic, mechanical, or chemical process; however, the stored
record shall identify the location of any documents or information that could not be so technologically
stored. If the technological storage process creates an unalterable record, a health care provider
licensed, certified, registered or issued a multistate licensure privilege by a health regulatory board
within the Department shall not be required to maintain paper copies of health records that have been
stored by computerized or other electronic process, microfilm, or other photographic, mechanical, or
chemical process. Upon completing such technological storage, paper copies of health records may
be destroyed in a manner that preserves the patient's confidentiality. However, any documents or
information that could not be so technologically stored shall be preserved.

B. Notwithstanding the authority given in this section to store health records in the form of microfilm,
prescription dispensing records maintained in or on behalf of any pharmacy registered or permitted in
Virginia shall only be stored in compliance with §§ 54.1-3410, 54.1-3411, and 54.1-3412.

1994, c. 390; 1998, c. 470; 2004, c. 49; 2012, c. 336.

§ 54.1-2403.3. Medical records; ownership; provision of copies.
Medical records maintained by any health care provider as defined in § 32.1-127.1:03 shall be the
property of such health care provider or, in the case of a health care provider employed by another
health care provider, the property of the employer. Such health care provider shall release copies of
any such medical records in compliance with § 32.1-127.1:03 or § 8.01-413, if the request is made for
purposes of litigation, or as otherwise provided by state or federal law.

1995, c. 754; 1997, c. 682; 1998, c. 470.

§ 54.1-2404. Itemized statements required upon request.
Upon the request of any of his patients, any health care provider licensed or certified by any of the
boards within the Department, except in the case of health care services as defined in Chapter 43 (§
38.2-4300 et seq.) of Title 38.2, shall provide to such patient an itemized statement of the charges for
the services rendered to the requesting patient regardless of whether a bill for the services which are
the subject of the request has been or will be submitted to any third party payor including medical
assistance services or the state/local hospitalization program.

1990, c. 590.

§ 54.1-2404.1. Patient records.
Any health care provider who makes health records, as defined in § 32.1-127.1:03, of patients who are
minors available to such patients through a secure website shall make all such health records

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0049
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-127.1:03/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3410/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3411/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3412/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?941+ful+CHAP0390
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0470
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0049
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0336
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-127.1:03/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-127.1:03/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/8.01-413/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0754
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0682
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0470
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/38.2-4300/


available to such patient's parent or guardian through such secure website, unless the health care pro-
vider cannot make such health record available in a manner that prevents disclosure of information,
the disclosure of which has been denied pursuant to subsection F of § 32.1-127.1:03 or for which con-
sent required in accordance with subsection E of § 54.1-2969 has not been provided.

2022, c. 218.

§ 54.1-2404.2. Health care providers; disclosure of records; actions for which an authorization is
not required.
A. Subject to any limitations set forth in an authorization for the disclosure of health records executed
pursuant to § 32.1-127.1:03 and the provisions of subsection F of § 32.1-127.1:03, every health care
provider shall make health records, as defined in § 32.1-127.1:03, of a patient available to any person
designated by a patient in an authorization to disclose health records pursuant to § 32.1-127.1:03 to
the same extent that such health records are required to be made available to the patient had the
patient requested such health records.

B. Every health care provider shall allow a spouse, parent, adult child, adult sibling, or other person
identified by a patient to make an appointment for medical services on behalf of such patient, regard-
less of whether such patient has executed an authorization to disclose health records to such person
pursuant to § 32.1-127.1:03; however, such health care provider shall not disclose protected health
information to the person making the appointment for medical services on behalf of the patient unless
the patient has executed an authorization to disclose health records pursuant to § 32.1-127.1:03 or
unless otherwise permitted or required to do so by federal or state law or regulations. Nothing in this
subsection shall prevent a health care provider from sharing relevant protected health information
related to the patient's health care or payment with a spouse, parent, adult child, adult sibling, or other
person involved in the patient's health care or payment in accordance with 45 C.F.R. § 164.510.

2022, c. 784.

§ 54.1-2405. Transfer of patient records in conjunction with closure, sale, or relocation of practice;
notice required.
A. No person licensed, registered, or certified by one of the health regulatory boards under the Depart-
ment shall transfer records pertaining to a current patient in conjunction with the closure, sale or relo-
cation of a professional practice until such person has first attempted to notify the patient of the
pending transfer, either electronically or by mail, at the patient's last known address, and by publishing
prior notice in a newspaper of general circulation within the provider's practice area, as specified in §
8.01-324.

The notice shall specify that, at the written request of the patient or an authorized representative, the
records or copies will be sent, within a reasonable time, to any other like-regulated provider of the
patient's choice or provided to the patient pursuant to § 32.1-127.1:03. The notice shall also disclose
whether any charges will be billed by the provider for supplying the patient or the provider chosen by
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the patient with the originals or copies of the patient's records. Such charges shall not exceed the
actual costs of copying and mailing or delivering the records.

B. For the purposes of this section:

"Current patient" means a patient who has had a patient encounter with the provider or his pro-
fessional practice during the two-year period immediately preceding the date of the record transfer.

"Relocation of a professional practice" means the moving of a practice located in Virginia from the loc-
ation at which the records are stored at the time of the notice to another practice site that is located
more than 30 miles away or to another practice site that is located in another state or the District of
Columbia.

1992, c. 759; 2003, cc. 912, 917; 2004, c. 53; 2022, c. 73.

§ 54.1-2406. Treatment records of practitioners.
No records of the identity, diagnosis, prognosis, or treatment of any practitioner of any profession reg-
ulated by any of the regulatory boards within the Department of Health Professions obtained by the
Department or any health regulatory board from a health care provider or facility that is treating or has
treated such practitioner for drug addiction or chronic alcoholism shall be disclosed except:

1. In a disciplinary hearing before a health regulatory board or in any subsequent trial or appeal of a
board action or order;

2. To licensing or disciplinary authorities of other jurisdictions or to hospital committees located within
or outside this Commonwealth which are concerned with granting, limiting, or denying a physician hos-
pital privileges if a final determination regarding disciplinary action has been made; or

3. Pursuant to an order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

1992, c. 808.

§ 54.1-2407. Requirements for human research.
Any person licensed, registered, or certified by any health regulatory board who engages in the con-
duct of human research, as defined in § 32.1-162.16, shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 5.1
(§ 32.1-162.16 et seq.) of Title 32.1. Failure to so comply shall constitute unprofessional conduct.

1992, c. 603.

§ 54.1-2408. Disqualification for license, certificate or registration.
A board within the Department of Health Professions shall refuse to admit a candidate to any exam-
ination and shall refuse to issue a license, certificate or registration to any applicant if the candidate or
applicant has had his license, certificate or registration to practice the profession or occupation
revoked or suspended for any reason other than nonrenewal by another jurisdiction, and has not had
his license, certificate or registration to so practice reinstated by the jurisdiction which revoked or sus-
pended his license, certificate or registration, except as may be necessary to license a nurse eligible
for reinstatement in another party state as consistent with the Nurse Licensure Compact.
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1993, c. 991; 2010, c. 414; 2014, c. 76.

§ 54.1-2408.1. Summary action against licenses, certificates, registrations, or multistate licensure
privilege; allegations to be in writing.
A. Any health regulatory board may suspend the license, certificate, registration, permit, or multistate
licensure privilege of any person holding a license, certificate, registration, permit, or licensure priv-
ilege issued by it without a hearing simultaneously with the institution of proceedings for a hearing, if
the relevant board finds that there is a substantial danger to the public health or safety which warrants
this action. A board may meet by telephone conference call when summarily suspending a license,
certificate, registration, permit, or licensure privilege if a good faith effort to assemble a quorum of the
board has failed and, in the judgment of a majority of the members of the board, the continued practice
by the individual constitutes a substantial danger to the public health or safety. Institution of pro-
ceedings for a hearing shall be provided simultaneously with the summary suspension. The hearing
shall be scheduled within a reasonable time of the date of the summary suspension.

B. Any health regulatory board may restrict the license, certificate, registration, permit, or multistate
licensure privilege of any person holding a license, certificate, registration, permit, or licensure priv-
ilege issued by it without proceeding simultaneously with notification of an informal conference pur-
suant to §§ 2.2-4019 and 54.1-2400, if the relevant board finds that there is a substantial danger to the
public health or safety that warrants this action. A board may meet by telephone conference call when
summarily restricting a license, certificate, registration, permit, or licensure privilege if a good faith
effort to assemble a quorum of the board has failed and, in the judgment of a majority of the members
of the board, the continued practice by the individual constitutes a substantial danger to the public
health or safety. The informal conference shall be scheduled within a reasonable time of the date of
the summary restriction. Evidence establishing that the registration issued by the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration to a person holding a license, certificate, registration, permit, or multistate licen-
sure privilege has been suspended or voluntarily surrendered in lieu of disciplinary action is sufficient
for a finding that there is a substantial danger to the public health or safety.

C. Allegations of violations of this title shall be made in writing to the relevant health regulatory board.

1997, c. 556; 2004, c. 49; 2007, c. 22; 2013, c. 765; 2019, c. 94.

§ 54.1-2408.2. Minimum period for reinstatement after revocation.
When the certificate, registration, permit, or license of any person certified, registered, permitted, or
licensed by one of the health regulatory boards has been revoked, the board may, after three years
and upon the payment of a fee prescribed by the board, consider an application for reinstatement of a
certificate, registration, permit, or license in the same manner as the original certificates, registrations,
permits, or licenses are granted; however, if a license has been revoked pursuant to subdivision A 19
of § 54.1-2915, the board shall not consider an application for reinstatement until five years have
passed since revocation. A board shall conduct an investigation and review an application for rein-
statement after revocation to determine whether there are causes for denial of the application. The bur-
den of proof shall be on the applicant to show by clear and convincing evidence that he is safe and
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competent to practice. The reinstatement of a certificate, registration, permit, or license shall require
the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members at the hearing. In the discretion of the board, such
reinstatement may be granted without further examination.

2003, cc. 753, 762; 2013, c. 365; 2014, cc. 11, 96; 2017, c. 423.

§ 54.1-2408.3. Practice pending appeal.
Any practitioner or entity whose license, certificate, registration, or permit is suspended or revoked by
a health regulatory board of the Department of Health Professions shall not engage in practice in the
Commonwealth pending appeal of the board's order.

2013, c. 115.

§ 54.1-2408.4. Temporary authorization to practice.
A. A health care practitioner licensed, certified, or registered in another state or the District of
Columbia may temporarily practice for one 90-day period, provided that the following conditions are
met:

1. The practitioner is contracted by or has received an offer of employment in the Commonwealth from
a licensed hospital, a nursing home, a dialysis facility, the Department of Health, or a local health
department;

2. The employer or contractor verifies that the out-of-state health care provider possesses an active
and unencumbered license, certification, or registration for the profession in which he will be
employed or contracted in another state or the District of Columbia;

3. The employer or contractor obtains a report from the National Practitioner Data Bank if the applicant
is subject to reporting; and

4. Prior to the out-of-state health care practitioner's practicing, the employer or contractor notifies the
appropriate health regulatory board that the out-of-state health care practitioner is employed or under
contract and will practice under the temporary authorization. This notice shall include the out-of-state
health care practitioner's out-of-state license, certification, or registration number and a statement that
such practitioner meets all of the requirements set forth in this section.

B. If the health care practitioner practicing with a temporary authorization has submitted an application
for licensure, certification, or registration, the applicable health regulatory board shall expedite such
applications for out-of-state health care practitioners practicing pursuant to this section. If licensure,
certification, or registration remains pending after the initial 90-day temporary authorization, the author-
ization may be extended for an additional 60 days, provided that the employer or contractor submits
notice to the applicable health regulatory board.

C. Out-of-state health care practitioners practicing pursuant to this section shall be subject to the laws
and regulations of the Commonwealth and shall be subject to disciplinary action by the applicable
health regulatory board.
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D. The Department of Health Professions shall, beginning July 1, 2023, annually report to the Chair-
men of the Senate Committee on Education and Health and the House Committee on Health, Welfare
and Institutions the number of out-of-state health care practitioners who have utilized the temporary
authorization to practice pending licensure and have not subsequently been issued full licensure.

2022, cc. 463, 464.

§ 54.1-2409. Mandatory suspension or revocation; reinstatement; hearing for reinstatement.
A. Upon receipt of documentation by any court or government agency that a person licensed, certified,
or registered by a board within the Department of Health Professions has (i) had his license, cer-
tificate, or registration to practice the same profession or occupation revoked or suspended for reas-
ons other than nonrenewal or accepted for surrender in lieu of disciplinary action in another
jurisdiction and has not had his license, certificate, or registration to so practice reinstated within that
jurisdiction, unless such revocation, suspension, or surrender was based solely on the disciplinary
action of a board within the Department or mandatory suspension by the Director of the Department or
(ii) been convicted of a felony or has been adjudged incapacitated, the Director shall immediately sus-
pend, without a hearing, the license, certificate, or registration of any person so disciplined, convicted,
or adjudged. The Director shall notify such person or his legal guardian, conservator, trustee, com-
mittee, or other representative of the suspension in writing to his address on record with the Depart-
ment. Such notice shall include a copy of the documentation from such court or agency, certified by
the Director as the documentation received from such court or agency. Such person shall not have the
right to practice within this Commonwealth until his license, certificate, or registration has been rein-
stated by the Board.

B. The clerk of any court in which a conviction of a felony or an adjudication of incapacity is made,
who has knowledge that a person licensed, certified, or registered by a board within the Department
has been convicted or found incapacitated, shall have a duty to report these findings promptly to the
Director.

C. When a conviction has not become final, the Director may decline to suspend the license, cer-
tificate, or registration until the conviction becomes final if there is a likelihood of injury or damage to
the public if the person's services are not available.

D. Any person whose license, certificate, or registration has been suspended as provided in this sec-
tion may apply to the board for reinstatement of his license, certificate, or registration. Such person
shall be entitled to a hearing not later than the next regular meeting of the board after the expiration of
60 days from the receipt of such application, and shall have the right to be represented by counsel and
to summon witnesses to testify in his behalf. The Board may consider other information concerning
possible violations of Virginia law at such hearing, if reasonable notice is given to such person of the
information.

The reinstatement of the applicant's license, certificate, or registration shall require the affirmative vote
of three-fourths of the members of the board at the hearing. The board may order such reinstatement
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without further examination of the applicant, or reinstate the license, certificate, or registration upon
such terms and conditions as it deems appropriate.

E. Pursuant to the authority of the Board of Nursing provided in Chapter 30 (§ 54.1-3000 et seq.) of
this title, the provisions of this section shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to persons holding a multistate
licensure privilege to practice nursing.

1993, c. 991; 1997, c. 801; 2002, c. 455; 2004, c. 49; 2006, c. 367; 2010, c. 414; 2014, c. 76; 2019, c.
138.

§ 54.1-2409.1. Criminal penalties for practicing certain professions and occupations without appro-
priate licensure, certificate, etc.
Any person who, without holding a current valid license, certificate, registration, permit, or multistate
licensure privilege issued by a regulatory board pursuant to this title (i) performs an invasive pro-
cedure for which a license or multistate licensure privilege is required; (ii) administers, prescribes,
sells, distributes, or dispenses a controlled drug; or (iii) practices a profession or occupation after hav-
ing his license, certificate, registration, permit, or multistate licensure privilege to do so suspended or
revoked shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony.

1994, c. 722; 2004, c. 49; 2017, c. 423.

§ 54.1-2409.1:1. Interjurisdictional compacts; criminal history record checks.
If an interjurisdictional compact requires criminal history record checks as a condition of participation,
the applicable health regulatory board shall require each applicant to submit to fingerprinting and
provide personal descriptive information to be forwarded along with his fingerprints through the Cen-
tral Criminal Records Exchange to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtaining
criminal history record information. The cost of fingerprinting and the criminal history record search
shall be paid by the applicant.

The Central Criminal Records Exchange shall forward the results of the state and federal criminal his-
tory record search to the applicable health regulatory board. If an applicant is denied licensure
because of information appearing on his criminal history record and the applicant disputes the inform-
ation upon which the denial was based, the Central Criminal Records Exchange shall, upon written
request, furnish to the applicant the procedures for obtaining a copy of the criminal history record from
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central Criminal Records Exchange. Information obtained
pursuant to this section shall not be disseminated except as provided in this section.

2023, cc. 118, 119.

§ 54.1-2409.2. Board to set criteria for determining need for professional regulation.
The Board of Health Professions shall study and prepare a report for submission to the Governor and
the General Assembly by October 1, 1997, containing its findings and recommendations on the appro-
priate criteria to be applied in determining the need for regulation of any health care occupation or pro-
fession. Such criteria shall address at a minimum the following principles:

1. Promotion of effective health outcomes and protection of the public from harm.
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2. Accountability of health regulatory bodies to the public.

3. Promotion of consumers' access to a competent health care provider workforce.

4. Encouragement of a flexible, rational, cost-effective health care system that allows effective working
relationships among health care providers.

5. Facilitation of professional and geographic mobility of competent providers.

6. Minimization of unreasonable or anti-competitive requirements that produce no demonstrable bene-
fit.

The Board in its study shall analyze and frame its recommendations in the context of the total health
care delivery system, considering the current and changing nature of the settings in which health care
occupations and professions are practiced. It shall recognize in its recommendations the interaction of
the regulation of health professionals with other areas of regulation including, but not limited to, the fol-
lowing:

1. Regulation of facilities, organizations, and insurance plans;

2. Health delivery system data;

3. Reimbursement issues;

4. Accreditation of education programs; and

5. Health workforce planning efforts.

The Board in its study shall review and analyze the work of publicly and privately sponsored studies
of reform of health care workforce regulation in other states and nations. In conducting its study the
Board shall cooperate with the state academic health science centers with accredited professional
degree programs.

1996, c. 532.

§ 54.1-2409.3. Participation of advisory boards in disciplinary proceedings.
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, whenever a disciplinary proceeding involves a
respondent who holds a license or certificate authorizing the practice of a profession represented by a
statutorily created advisory board whose members are appointed by the Governor, a member of such
advisory board shall sit as a full voting member on any special conference committee, informal fact-
finding panel, or formal hearing panel pursuant to Article 3 (§ 2.2-4018 et seq.) of Chapter 40 of Title
2.2 and § 54.1-2400 or 54.1-2408.2.

2002, c. 698; 2013, c. 144.

§ 54.1-2409.4. Authority to receive laboratory results directly.
A. Any health care practitioner licensed under this title who, within the scope of his practice, orders a
laboratory test or other examination of the physical condition of any person shall, if so requested by
the patient or his legal guardian, provide a copy of the report of the results to the patient or his legal
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guardian, unless, in the professional opinion of the health care practitioner, there is a medical reason
not to do so.

B. The health care practitioner, at his sole discretion, may authorize the laboratory to provide a copy of
the report of the results directly to the patient or his legal guardian. The patient or his legal guardian
shall then be considered authorized to receive the report or result for the purposes of the federal Clin-
ical Laboratory Improvement Amendments.

C. With the prior authorization of the patient, a laboratory may, contemporaneously with, or sub-
sequent to, furnishing the report to the ordering health care practitioner, provide a copy of the report of
the results directly to the insurance carrier, health maintenance organization, or self-insured plan that
provides health insurance or similar coverage to the patient. The insurance carrier, health main-
tenance organization, or self-insured plan shall then be considered authorized to receive the report or
result for the purposes of the federal Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments.

2007, cc. 887, 930; 2011, cc. 807, 849.

§ 54.1-2409.5. Conversion therapy prohibited.
A. As used in this section, "conversion therapy" means any practice or treatment that seeks to change
an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity, including efforts to change behaviors or gender
expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward individuals of
the same gender. "Conversion therapy" does not include counseling that provides acceptance, sup-
port, and understanding of a person or facilitates a person's coping, social support, and identity explor-
ation and development, including sexual-orientation-neutral interventions to prevent or address
unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual practices, as long as such counseling does not seek to change an
individual's sexual orientation or gender identity.

B. No person licensed pursuant to this subtitle or who performs counseling as part of his training for
any profession licensed pursuant to this subtitle shall engage in conversion therapy with a person
under 18 years of age. Any conversion therapy efforts with a person under 18 years of age engaged in
by a provider licensed in accordance with the provisions of this subtitle or who performs counseling as
part of his training for any profession licensed pursuant to this subtitle shall constitute unprofessional
conduct and shall be grounds for disciplinary action by the appropriate health regulatory board within
the Department of Health Professions.

2020, cc. 41, 721.

Chapter 24.1 - PRACTITIONER SELF-REFERRAL ACT

§ 54.1-2410. Definitions.
As used in this chapter or when referring to the Board of Health Professions regulatory authority there-
for, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board of Health Professions.

"Community" means a city or a county.
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"Demonstrated need" means (i) there is no facility in the community providing similar services and (ii)
alternative financing is not available for the facility, or (iii) such other conditions as may be established
by Board regulation.

"Entity" means any person, partnership, firm, corporation, or other business, including assisted living
facilities as defined in § 63.2-100, that delivers health services.

"Group practice" means two or more health care practitioners who are members of the same legally
organized partnership, professional corporation, not-for-profit corporation, faculty practice or similar
association in which (i) each member provides substantially the full range of services within his
licensed or certified scope of practice at the same location as the other members through the use of
the organization's office space, facilities, equipment, or personnel; (ii) payments for services received
from a member are treated as receipts of the organization; and (iii) the overhead expenses and
income from the practice are distributed according to methods previously determined by the members.

"Health services" means any procedures or services related to prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and
care rendered by a health care worker, regardless of whether the worker is regulated by the Com-
monwealth.

"Immediate family member" means the individual's spouse, child, child's spouse, stepchild, stepchild's
spouse, grandchild, grandchild's spouse, parent, stepparent, parent-in-law, or sibling.

"Investment interest" means the ownership or holding of an equity or debt security, including, but not
limited to, shares of stock in a corporation, interests or units of a partnership, bonds, debentures,
notes, or other equity or debt instruments, except investment interests in a hospital licensed pursuant
to Article 1 (§ 32.1-123 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of Title 32.1.

"Investor" means an individual or entity directly or indirectly possessing a legal or beneficial own-
ership interest, including an investment interest.

"Office practice" means the facility or facilities at which a practitioner, on an ongoing basis, provides or
supervises the provision of health services to consumers.

"Practitioner" means any individual certified or licensed by any of the health regulatory boards within
the Department of Health Professions, except individuals regulated by the Board of Funeral Directors
and Embalmers or the Board of Veterinary Medicine.

"Referral" means to send or direct a patient for health services to another health care practitioner or
entity outside the referring practitioner's group practice or office practice or to establish a plan of care
which requires the provision of any health services outside the referring practitioner's group practice or
office practice.

1993, c. 869; 2000, c. 201.

§ 54.1-2411. Prohibited referrals and payments; exceptions.
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A. Unless the practitioner directly provides health services within the entity and will be personally
involved with the provision of care to the referred patient, or has been granted an exception by the
Board or satisfies the provisions of subsections D or E of this section or of subsections D or E of §
54.1-2413, a practitioner shall not refer a patient for health services to an entity outside the prac-
titioner's office or group practice if the practitioner or any of the practitioner's immediate family mem-
bers is an investor in such entity.

B. The Board may grant an exception to the prohibitions in this chapter, and may permit a practitioner
to invest in and refer to an entity, regardless of whether the practitioner provides direct services within
such entity, if there is a demonstrated need in the community for the entity and all of the following con-
ditions are met:

1. Individuals other than practitioners are afforded a bona fide opportunity to invest in the entity on the
same and equal terms as those offered to any referring practitioner;

2. No investor-practitioner is required or encouraged to refer patients to the entity or otherwise gen-
erate business as a condition of becoming or remaining an investor;

3. The services of the entity are marketed and furnished to practitioner-investors and other investors
on the same and equal terms;

4. The entity does not issue loans or guarantee any loans for practitioners who are in a position to
refer patients to such entity;

5. The income on the practitioner's investment is based on the practitioner's equity interest in the entity
and is not tied to referral volumes; and

6. The investment contract between the entity and the practitioner does not include any covenant or
clause limiting or preventing the practitioner's investment in other entities.

Unless the Board, the practitioner, or entity requests a hearing, the Board shall determine whether to
grant or deny an exception within 90 days of the receipt of a written request from the practitioner or
entity, stating the facts of the particular circumstances and certifying compliance with the conditions
required by this subsection. The Board's decision shall be a final administrative decision and shall be
subject to judicial review pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).

C. When an exception is granted pursuant to subsection B:

1. The practitioner shall disclose his investment interest in the entity to the patient at the time of refer-
ral. If alternative entities are reasonably available, the practitioner shall provide the patient with a list of
such alternative entities and shall inform the patient of the option to use an alternative entity. The prac-
titioner shall also inform the patient that choosing another entity will not affect his treatment or care;

2. Information on the practitioner's investment shall be provided if requested by any third party payor;

3. The entity shall establish and utilize an internal utilization review program to ensure that prac-
titioner-investors are engaging in appropriate and necessary utilization; and
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4. In the event of a conflict of interests between the practitioner's ownership interests and the best
interests of any patient, the practitioner shall not make a referral to such entity, but shall make altern-
ative arrangements for the referral.

D. Further, a practitioner may refer patients for health services to a publicly traded entity in which such
practitioner has an investment interest, without applying for or receiving an exception from the Board,
if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The entity's stock is listed for trading on the New York Stock Exchange or the American Stock
Exchange or is a national market system security traded under an automated interdealer quotation sys-
tem operated by the National Association of Securities Dealers;

2. The entity had, at the end of the corporation's most recent fiscal year, total net assets of at least
$50,000,000 related to the furnishing of health services;

3. The entity markets and furnishes its services to practitioner-investors and other practitioners on the
same and equal terms;

4. All stock of the entity, including the stock of any predecessor privately held company, is one class
without preferential treatment as to status or remuneration;

5. The entity does not issue loans or guarantee any loans for practitioners who are in a position to
refer patients to such entity;

6. The income on the practitioner's investment is not tied to referral volumes and is based on the prac-
titioner's equity interest in the entity; and

7. The practitioner's investment interest does not exceed one half of one percent of the entity's total
equity.

E. In addition, a practitioner may refer a patient to such practitioner's immediate family member or such
immediate family member's office or group practice for health services if all of the following conditions
are met:

1. The health services to be received by the patient referred by the practitioner are within the scope of
practice of the practitioner's immediate family member or the treating practitioner within such imme-
diate family member's office or group practice;

2. The practitioner's immediate family member or the treating practitioner within such immediate family
member's office or group practice is qualified and duly licensed to provide the health services to be
received by the patient referred to the practitioner;

3. The primary purpose of any such referral is to obtain the appropriate professional health services for
the patient being referred, which are to be rendered by the referring practitioner's immediate family
member or by the treating practitioner within such immediate family member's office or group practice
who is qualified and licensed to provide such professional health services; and



4. The primary purpose of the referral shall not be for the provision of designated health services as
defined in 42 U.S.C. § 1395nn and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

1993, c. 869; 2005, c. 402.

§ 54.1-2412. Board to administer; powers and duties of Board; penalties for violation.
A. In addition to its other powers and duties, the Board of Health Professions shall administer the pro-
visions of this chapter.

B. The Board shall promulgate, pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), reg-
ulations to:

1. Establish standards, procedures, and criteria which are reasonable and necessary for the effective
administration of this chapter;

2. Establish standards, procedures, and criteria for determining compliance with, exceptions to, and
violations of the provisions of § 54.1-2411;

3. Establish standards, procedures, and criteria for advising practitioners and entities of the applic-
ability of this chapter to activities and investments;

4. Levy and collect fees for processing requests for exceptions from the prohibitions set forth in this
chapter and for authorization to make referrals pursuant to subsection B of § 54.1-2411;

5. Establish standards, procedures, and criteria for review and referral to the appropriate health reg-
ulatory board of all reports of investigations of alleged violations of this chapter by practitioners and for
investigations and determinations of violations of this chapter by entities;

6. Establish standards, procedures, and criteria for granting exceptions from the prohibitions set forth
in this chapter; and

7. Establish such other regulations as may reasonably be needed to administer this chapter.

C. Upon a determination of a violation by the Board, pursuant to the Administrative Process Act, any
entity, other than a practitioner, that presents or causes to be presented a bill or claim for services that
the entity knows or has reason to know is prohibited by § 54.1-2411 shall be subject to a monetary
penalty of no more than $20,000 per referral, bill, or claim. The monetary penalty may be sued for and
recovered in the name of the Commonwealth. All such monetary penalties shall be deposited in the Lit-
erary Fund.

D. Any violation of this chapter by a practitioner shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action as
unprofessional conduct by the appropriate health regulatory board within the Department of Health
Professions. Sanctions for violation of this chapter may include, but are not limited to, the monetary
penalty authorized in § 54.1-2401.

1993, c. 869.

§ 54.1-2413. Additional conditions related to practitioner-investors.
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A. No hospital licensed in the Commonwealth shall discriminate against or otherwise penalize any
practitioner for compliance with the provisions of this chapter.

B. No practitioner, other health care worker, or entity shall enter into any agreement, arrangement, or
scheme intended to evade the provisions of this chapter by inducing patient referrals in a manner
which would be prohibited by this chapter if the practitioner made the referrals directly.

C. No group practice shall be formed for the purpose of facilitating referrals that would otherwise be
prohibited by this chapter.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter, a practitioner may refer a patient who is a member of
a health maintenance organization to an entity in which the practitioner is an investor if the referral is
made pursuant to a contract with the health maintenance organization.

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter, a referral to an entity in which the referring prac-
titioner or his immediate family member is an investor shall not be in violation of this chapter if (i) the
health service to be provided is a designated health service as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 1395nn (h)(6),
as amended, and an exception authorized by 42 U.S.C. § 1395nn, as amended, or any regulations
adopted pursuant thereto, applies, or (ii) the health service to be provided is not a designated health
service as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 1395nn (h)(6), as amended, but would qualify for an exception
authorized by 42 U.S.C. § 1395nn, as amended, or any regulations adopted pursuant thereto, if the
health service were a designated health service.

1993, c. 869; 2005, c. 402; 2010, c. 743.

§ 54.1-2414. Applicability of chapter; grace period for compliance.
This chapter shall apply, in the case of any investment interest acquired after February 1, 1993, to
referrals for health services made by a practitioner on or after July 1, 1993. However, in the case of
any investment interest acquired prior to February 1, 1993, compliance with the provisions of this
chapter is required by July 1, 1996.

1993, c. 869.

Chapter 25 - DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

§ 54.1-2500. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board of Health Professions.

"Department" means the Department of Health Professions.

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Health Professions.

"Health regulatory board" or "regulatory board" means any board included within the Department of
Health Professions as provided in § 54.1-2503.
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1977, c. 579, § 54-950; 1980, c. 678; 1983, c. 115; 1985, c. 448; 1986, c. 564; 1987, c. 686; 1988, c.
765.

§ 54.1-2501. Department established.
The Department of Health Professions established within the executive branch, shall be under the
supervision and management of the Director of the Department.

1977, c. 579, § 54-950.1; 1984, c. 720; 1986, c. 564; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2502. Use of consultants in investigations.
The Department of Health Professions shall establish a roster of consultants in health care specialties
for each health regulatory board, as required. The Department shall contract with each consultant to
assist in the investigation and evaluation of violations of statute or regulations of the health regulatory
boards and to provide expert testimony as necessary in any subsequent administrative hearing. The
cost of the consultants shall be paid by the board for which the services are provided.

Any consultant under contract to the Department shall have immunity from civil liability resulting from
any communication, finding, opinion or conclusion made in the course of his duties unless such per-
son acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

1986, c. 564, § 54-960.1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2503. Boards within Department.
In addition to the Board of Health Professions, the following boards are included within the Depart-
ment: Board of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology, Board of Counseling, Board of Dentistry,
Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers, Board of Long-Term Care Administrators, Board of Medi-
cine, Board of Nursing, Board of Optometry, Board of Pharmacy, Board of Physical Therapy, Board of
Psychology, Board of Social Work and Board of Veterinary Medicine.

1977, c. 579, § 54-950.2; 1980, c. 678; 1983, c. 115; 1987, c. 686; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 706, 841;
1993, c. 869; 2000, cc. 473, 688; 2005, cc. 610, 924.

§ 54.1-2504. Appointment of Director.
The Director of the Department of Health Professions shall be appointed by the Governor, subject to
confirmation by the General Assembly, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

1986, c. 564, § 54-954.1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2505. Powers and duties of Director of Department.
The Director of the Department shall have the following powers and duties:

1. To supervise and manage the Department;

2. To perform or consolidate such administrative services or functions as may assist the operation of
the boards;

3. To prepare, approve and submit to the Governor, after consultation with the boards, all requests for
appropriations and be responsible for all expenditures pursuant to appropriations;
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4. To provide such office facilities as will allow the boards to carry out their duties;

5. To employ personnel as required for the proper performance of the responsibilities of the Depart-
ment subject to Chapter 29 (§ 2.2-2900 et seq.) of Title 2.2 within the limits of appropriations made by
law;

6. To receive all complaints made against regulated health care professionals;

7. To develop administrative policies and procedures governing the receipt and recording of com-
plaints;

8. To monitor the status of actions taken under the auspices of the boards regarding complaints until
the closure of each case;

9. To provide investigative and such other services as needed by the boards to enforce their respect-
ive statutes and regulations;

10. To provide staff to assist in the performance of the duties of the Board of Health Professions;

11. To collect and account for all fees to be paid into each board and account for and deposit the
moneys so collected into a special fund from which the expenses of the health regulatory boards, the
Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program, and the Department and Board of Health Professions shall
be paid. Such fees shall be held exclusively to cover the expenses of the health regulatory boards, the
Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program, and the Department and Board of Health Professions and
shall not be transferred to any agency other than the Department of Health Professions, except as
provided in §§ 54.1-3011.1 and 54.1-3011.2;

12. To make and enter into all contracts and agreements necessary or incidental to the performance of
his duties and the execution of his powers, including, but not limited to, contracts with the United
States, other states, agencies and governmental subdivisions of the Commonwealth;

13. To accept grants from the United States government, its agencies and instrumentalities, and any
other source. The Director shall have the power to comply with conditions and execute agreements as
may be necessary, convenient or desirable;

14. To promulgate and revise regulations necessary for the administration of the Department and such
regulations as are necessary for the implementation of the Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program
pursuant to Chapter 25.1 (§ 54.1-2515 et seq.) of this title and subdivision 19 of this section;

15. To report promptly, after consultation with the presiding officer of the appropriate health regulatory
board or his designee, to the Attorney General or the appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth any
information the Department obtains which, upon appropriate investigation, indicates, in the judgment
of the Director, that a person licensed by any of the health regulatory boards has violated any pro-
vision of criminal law, including the laws relating to manufacturing, distributing, dispensing, pre-
scribing or administering drugs other than drugs classified as Schedule VI drugs. When necessary,
the Attorney General or the attorney for the Commonwealth shall request that the Department of
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Health Professions or the Department of State Police conduct any subsequent investigation of such
report. Upon request and affidavit from an attorney for the Commonwealth, the Director shall provide
documents material to a criminal investigation of a person licensed by a health regulatory board; how-
ever, peer review documents shall not be released and shall remain privileged pursuant to § 8.01-
581.17. For the purpose of this section, the terms manufacturing, distributing, dispensing, prescribing
or administering drugs shall not include minor administrative or clerical errors which do not affect the
inventory of drugs required by Chapter 34 (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) of this title and do not indicate a pat-
tern of criminal behavior;

16. To keep records of the names and qualifications of registered, certified or licensed persons;

17. To exercise other powers and perform other duties required of the Director by the Governor;

18. To issue subpoenas in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.) for
any informal fact finding or formal proceeding within the jurisdiction of the Department or any reg-
ulatory board;

19. To establish, and revise as necessary, a health practitioners' monitoring program pursuant to
Chapter 25.1 (§ 54.1-2515 et seq.) of this title;

20. To establish, and revise as necessary, with such federal funds, grants, or general funds as may be
appropriated or made available for this program, the Prescription Monitoring Program pursuant to
Chapter 25.2 (§ 54.1-2519 et seq.) of this title; and

21. To assess a civil penalty against any person who is not licensed by a health regulatory board for
failing to report a violation pursuant to § 54.1-2400.6 or § 54.1-2909.

1977, c. 579, § 54-955; 1980, c. 678; 1983, c. 528; 1986, c. 564; 1988, cc. 266, 765; 1997, c. 439;
2002, c. 481; 2003, cc. 753, 762; 2004, c. 64; 2006, c. 631; 2009, c. 472.

§ 54.1-2506. Enforcement of laws by Director and investigative personnel; authority of investigative
personnel and Director.
A. The Director and investigative personnel appointed by him shall be sworn to enforce the statutes
and regulations pertaining to the Department, the Board, and the health regulatory boards and shall
have the authority to investigate any violations of those statutes and regulations and to the extent oth-
erwise authorized by law inspect any office or facility operated, owned or employing individuals reg-
ulated by any health regulatory board. The Director or his designee shall have the power to subpoena
witnesses and to request and obtain patient records, business records, papers, and physical or other
evidence in the course of any investigation or to issue subpoenas requiring the production of such
evidence. A subpoena issued pursuant to this section may be served by (i) any person authorized to
serve process under § 8.01-293, (ii) investigative personnel appointed by the Director, (iii) registered
or certified mail or by equivalent commercial parcel delivery service, or (iv) email or facsimile if reques-
ted to do so by the recipient. Upon failure of any person to comply with a subpoena duly served, the
Director may, pursuant to § 54.1-111, request that the Attorney General or the attorney for the
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Commonwealth for the jurisdiction in which the recipient of the subpoena resides, is found, or trans-
acts business seek enforcement of the subpoena in such jurisdiction.

B. All investigative personnel shall be vested with the authority to (i) administer oaths or affirmations
for the purpose of receiving complaints of violations of this subtitle, (ii) serve and execute any warrant,
paper or process issued by any court or magistrate, the Board, the Director or in his absence a des-
ignated subordinate, or by any regulatory board under the authority of the Director, (iii) request and
receive criminal history information under the provisions of § 19.2-389, and (iv) request and receive
social security numbers from practitioners or federal employee identification numbers from facilities.

C. The Director shall have the authority to issue summonses for violations of statutes and regulations
governing the unlicensed practice of professions regulated by the Department. The Director may del-
egate such authority to investigators appointed by him. In the event a person issued such a summons
fails or refuses to discontinue the unlawful acts or refuses to give a written promise to appear at the
time and place specified in the summons, the investigator may appear before a magistrate or other
issuing authority having jurisdiction to obtain a criminal warrant pursuant to § 19.2-72.

1980, c. 678, § 54-960; 1986, c. 564; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 869; 2003, cc. 753, 762; 2008, c. 37; 2011,
c. 50; 2018, c. 466.

§ 54.1-2506.01. Investigation of reported violations.
The Department shall investigate all complaints that are within the jurisdiction of the relevant health
regulatory board received from (i) the general public and (ii) all reports received pursuant to §§ 54.1-
2400.6, 54.1-2400.7, 54.1-2709.3, 54.1-2709.4, 54.1-2908, or § 54.1-2909.

2003, cc. 753, 762; 2004, c. 64.

§ 54.1-2506.1. Submission of required information.
A. The Department is authorized to require individuals applying for initial licensure, certification, or
registration, and individuals who are licensed, certified, or registered by a health regulatory board to
provide information in addition to that which is required to determine the individual's qualifications.
Such additional information shall include identification of the individual's self-designated specialties
and subspecialties; credentials and certifications issued by professional associations, institutions and
boards; and locations of each practice site, number of hours spent practicing at each practice site loc-
ation, and demographic information. The Department, in consultation with the health regulatory
boards, may establish criteria to identify additional data elements deemed necessary for workforce
and health planning purposes. Such information shall be collected and maintained by the Department
for workforce and health planning purposes in cooperation with agencies and institutions of the Com-
monwealth and shall be released by the Department only in the aggregate without reference to any
person's name or other individual identifiers; however, the Department may release any information
that identifies specific individuals for the purpose of determining shortage designations and to qual-
ified personnel if pertinent to an investigation, research, or study, provided a written agreement
between such qualified personnel and the Department, which ensures that any person to whom such
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identities are divulged shall preserve the confidentiality of those identities, is executed. Prior to col-
lecting any information described in this section from individuals, the Department shall first attempt to
obtain from other sources information sufficient for workforce planning purposes.

B. For the purpose of expediting the dissemination of public health information, including notice about
a public health emergency, the Department is authorized to require certain licensed, certified or
registered persons to report any email address, telephone number and facsimile number that may be
used to contact such person in the event of a public health emergency or to provide information
related to serving during a public health emergency. In the event of an animal health emergency, the
Department shall provide to the State Veterinarian the email addresses, telephone numbers and fac-
simile numbers that may be used to contact licensed veterinarians.

Such email addresses, telephone numbers and facsimile numbers shall not be published, released or
made available for any other purpose by the Department, the Department of Health, or the State Veter-
inarian.

The Director, in consultation with the Department of Health and the Department of Emergency Man-
agement, shall adopt regulations that identify those licensed, certified or registered persons to which
the requirement to report shall apply and the procedures for reporting.

1994, c. 853; 1997, c. 806; 2003, c. 602; 2005, c. 55; 2009, c. 382.

§ 54.1-2506.2. Protection of escrow funds, etc., held by persons licensed by any of the health reg-
ulatory boards.
Whenever funds are held in escrow, in trust, or in some other fiduciary capacity by a person licensed
by any of the health regulatory boards and the Director or investigative personnel appointed by him
have reason to believe that such person is not able or is unwilling to adequately protect such funds or
the interest of any person therein, the Director may file a petition with any court of record having equity
jurisdiction over such person or any of the funds held by such person stating the facts upon which he
relies. The court may temporarily enjoin further activity by such person and take such further action as
shall be necessary to conserve, protect and disburse the funds involved, including the appointment of
a receiver. If a receiver is appointed his expenses and a reasonable fee as determined by the court
shall be paid by such person.

1995, c. 738.

§ 54.1-2507. Board of Health Professions; membership, appointments, and terms of office.
The Board of Health Professions shall consist of one member from each health regulatory board
appointed by the Governor and five members to be appointed by the Governor from the Com-
monwealth at large. No member of the Board of Health Professions who represents a health reg-
ulatory board shall serve as such after he ceases to be a member of a board. The members appointed
by the Governor shall be subject to confirmation by the General Assembly and shall serve for four-year
terms or terms concurrent with their terms as members of health regulatory boards, whichever is less.

1977, c. 579, § 54-951; 1985, c. 448; 1986, c. 564; 1988, c. 765; 2016, c. 105.
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§ 54.1-2508. Chairman; meetings of Board; quorum.
The chairman of the Board of Health Professions shall be elected by the Board from its members. The
Board shall meet at least annually and may hold additional meetings as necessary to perform its
duties. A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business.

1977, c. 579, § 54-953; 1980, c. 678; 1986, c. 564; 1988, c. 765; 2012, c. 361.

§ 54.1-2509. Reimbursement of Board members for expenses.
All members of the Board shall be compensated in accordance with § 2.2-2813 from the funds of the
Department.

1977, c. 579, § 54-954; 1980, cc. 678, 728; 1986, c. 564; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2510. Powers and duties of Board of Health Professions.
The Board of Health Professions shall have the following powers and duties:

1. To evaluate the need for coordination among the health regulatory boards and their staffs and report
its findings and recommendations to the Director and the boards;

2. To evaluate all health care professions and occupations in the Commonwealth, including those reg-
ulated and those not regulated by other provisions of this title, to consider whether each such pro-
fession or occupation should be regulated and the degree of regulation to be imposed. Whenever the
Board determines that the public interest requires that a health care profession or occupation which is
not regulated by law should be regulated, the Board shall recommend to the General Assembly a reg-
ulatory system to establish the appropriate degree of regulation;

3. To review and comment on the budget for the Department;

4. To provide a means of citizen access to the Department;

5. To provide a means of publicizing the policies and programs of the Department in order to educate
the public and elicit public support for Department activities;

6. To monitor the policies and activities of the Department, serve as a forum for resolving conflicts
among the health regulatory boards and between the health regulatory boards and the Department
and have access to departmental information;

7. To advise the Governor, the General Assembly and the Director on matters relating to the regulation
or deregulation of health care professions and occupations;

8. To make bylaws for the government of the Board of Health Professions and the proper fulfillment of
its duties under this chapter;

9. To promote the development of standards to evaluate the competency of the professions and occu-
pations represented on the Board;

10. To review and comment, as it deems appropriate, on all regulations promulgated or proposed for
issuance by the health regulatory boards under the auspices of the Department. At least one member
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of the relevant board shall be invited to be present during any comments by the Board on proposed
board regulations;

11. To review periodically the investigatory, disciplinary and enforcement processes of the Depart-
ment and the individual boards to ensure the protection of the public and the fair and equitable treat-
ment of health professionals;

12. To examine scope of practice conflicts involving regulated and unregulated professions and
advise the health regulatory boards and the General Assembly of the nature and degree of such con-
flicts;

13. To receive, review, and forward to the appropriate health regulatory board any departmental invest-
igative reports relating to complaints of violations by practitioners of Chapter 24.1 (§ 54.1-2410 et seq.)
of this subtitle;

14. To determine compliance with and violations of and grant exceptions to the prohibitions set forth in
Chapter 24.1 of this subtitle; and

15. To take appropriate actions against entities, other than practitioners, for violations of Chapter 24.1
of this subtitle.

1977, c. 579, § 54-955.1; 1980, c. 678; 1984, cc. 447, 720, 734; 1986, c. 564; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c.
869.

Chapter 25.1 - HEALTH PRACTITIONERS' MONITORING PROGRAM

§ 54.1-2515. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Committee" means the Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program Committee as described in § 54.1-
2517.

"Contract" means a written agreement between a practitioner and the Committee providing the terms
and conditions of program participation or a written agreement entered into by the Director for the
implementation of monitoring services.

"Disciplinary action" means any proceeding that may lead to a monetary penalty or probation or to a
reprimand, restriction, revocation, suspension, denial, or other order relating to the license, certificate,
registration, or multistate privilege of a health care practitioner issued by a health regulatory board.

"Impairment" means a physical or mental disability, including but not limited to substance abuse, that
substantially alters the ability of a practitioner to practice his profession with safety to his patients and
the public.

"Practitioner" means any individual regulated by any health regulatory board listed in § 54.1-2503.

"Program" means the Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program established pursuant to § 54.1-2516.

1997, c. 439; 2009, c. 472; 2016, c. 105.
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§ 54.1-2516. Program established; practitioner participation; disciplinary action stayed under cer-
tain conditions.
A. The Director of the Department of Health Professions shall maintain a health practitioners' mon-
itoring program that provides an alternative to disciplinary action for impaired health practitioners. The
Director shall promulgate such regulations as are necessary for the implementation of this program
after consulting with the various health regulatory boards.

The Director may, in consultation and coordination with the Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program
Committee, enter into contracts as may be necessary for the implementation of monitoring services.
Such services may include education, assessment, referral for intervention and treatment, and mon-
itoring of impaired practitioners. If the Director enters into an agreement with another agency of the
Commonwealth pursuant to this section, that agency shall be immune from liability resulting from the
good faith exercise of its obligations under the agreement.

When evaluating such contracts, the Director shall consider the utilization of programs, as appropriate,
that have been established by professional organizations for peer assistance of impaired practitioners.

The Program's operating costs, including any contractual obligations for services, shall be funded by
special dedicated revenues consistent with the provisions of §§ 54.1-113, 54.1-2400, and 54.1-2505.
However, this section shall not prohibit the Committee from charging participants a reasonable portion
of a fee related to the costs of participation in the Program. No participant shall be denied entry into
the Program due to the inability to pay a portion of the costs related to participation.

Any monitoring program for individuals licensed or certified by the Board of Medicine, and any con-
tract for the implementation of monitoring services with respect to any such individuals, shall be sub-
ject to the prior approval of that Board.

B. Any health practitioner who has an impairment as defined in this chapter, may, on a voluntary
basis, participate in the Program regardless of whether the impairment constitutes grounds for dis-
ciplinary action.

C. Disciplinary action shall be stayed upon entry of the practitioner in the Program under the following
conditions:

1. No report of a possible violation of law or regulation has been made against the practitioner other
than impairment or the diversion of controlled substances for personal use and such use does not con-
stitute a danger to patients or clients.

2. The practitioner has entered the Program by written contract with the Committee.

3. Disciplinary action against the practitioner has not previously been stayed in accordance with this
section.

4. The practitioner remains in compliance with the terms of his contract with the Committee.
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5. The Committee has consulted with the designated representative of the relevant health regulatory
board.

1997, c. 439; 2009, c. 472.

§ 54.1-2517. Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program Committee; certain meetings, decisions to
be excepted from the Freedom of Information Act; confidentiality of records; immunity from liability.
A. The Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program Committee shall consist of nine persons appointed
by the Director to advise and assist in the operation of the Program, of whom eight shall be licensed,
certified, or registered practitioners and one shall be a citizen member. Of the members who are
licensed, certified, or registered practitioners, at least one shall be licensed to practice medicine or
osteopathy in Virginia and engaged in active clinical practice, at least one shall be a registered nurse
engaged in active practice, and all shall be knowledgeable about impairment and rehabilitation, par-
ticularly as related to the monitoring of health care practitioners. The Committee shall have the fol-
lowing powers and duties:

1. To determine, in accordance with the regulations, eligibility to enter into the Program;

2. To determine, in accordance with the regulations, those Program participants who are eligible for
stayed disciplinary action;

3. To enter into written contracts with practitioners which may include, among other terms and con-
ditions, withdrawal from practice or limitations on the scope of the practice for a period of time;

4. To report to the Director and the health regulatory boards as necessary on the status of applicants
for and participants in the Program;

5. To report to the Director, at least annually, on the performance of the Program; and

6. To assist the Director in carrying out the provisions of this chapter.

B. Records of the Program, to the extent such records identify individual practitioners in the Program,
shall be privileged and confidential, and shall not be disclosed consistent with the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.). Such records shall be used only in the exercise of the proper func-
tions as set forth in this chapter and shall not be public records nor shall such records be subject to
court order, except as provided in subdivision C 4, or be subject to discovery or introduction as evid-
ence in any civil, criminal, or administrative proceedings except those conducted by a health reg-
ulatory board.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection B and of subdivision 2 of § 2.2-3705.5, the Committee
may disclose such records relative to an impaired practitioner only:

1. When disclosure of the information is essential to the monitoring needs of the impaired practitioner;

2. When release of the information has been authorized in writing by the impaired practitioner;

3. To a health regulatory board within the Department of Health Professions; or
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4. When an order by a court of competent jurisdiction has been granted, upon a showing of good
cause therefor, including the need to avert a substantial risk of death or serious bodily harm. In assess-
ing good cause, the court shall weigh the public interest and the need for disclosure against the injury
to the patient, to the physician-patient relationship, and to the treatment services. Upon the granting of
such order, the court, in determining the extent to which any disclosure of all or any part of any record
is necessary, shall impose appropriate protections against unauthorized disclosures.

D. Pursuant to subdivision A 24 of § 2.2-3711, the proceedings of the Committee which in any way per-
tain or refer to a specific practitioner who may be, or who is actually, impaired and who may be or is,
by reason of such impairment, subject to disciplinary action by the relevant board shall be excluded
from the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.) and may be closed. Such
proceedings shall be privileged and confidential.

E. The members of the Committee shall be immune from liability resulting from the exercise of the
powers and duties of the Committee as provided in § 8.01-581.13.

1997, c. 439; 1999, cc. 703, 726; 2004, c. 690; 2009, c. 472; 2016, c. 105; 2017, c. 778.

§ 54.1-2518. Investigation by Department or other authorized official; prosecution for violations of
law.
This chapter shall not be construed to inhibit an investigation into the conduct of a practitioner by the
Department of Health Professions or any other authorized agency, including, but not limited to, law-
enforcement or health regulatory agencies, or to prohibit the prosecution of any practitioner for any viol-
ation of law.

1997, c. 439.

Chapter 25.2 - PRESCRIPTION MONITORING PROGRAM

§ 54.1-2519. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Administer" means the direct application of a controlled substance, whether by injection, inhalation,
ingestion or any other means, to the body of a patient or research subject by (i) a practitioner or, under
the practitioner's direction, his authorized agent or (ii) the patient or research subject at the direction
and in the presence of the practitioner.

"Bureau" means the Virginia Department of State Police, Bureau of Criminal Investigation, Drug Diver-
sion Unit.

"Controlled substance" means a drug, substance or immediate precursor in Schedules I through VI of
the Drug Control Act, Chapter 34 (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) of this title.

"Covered substance" means all controlled substances included in Schedules II, III, and IV; controlled
substances included in Schedule V for which a prescription is required; naloxone; and all drugs of con-
cern that are required to be reported to the Prescription Monitoring Program, pursuant to this chapter.
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"Covered substance" also includes cannabis products dispensed by a pharmaceutical processor in
Virginia.

"Department" means the Virginia Department of Health Professions.

"Director" means the Director of the Virginia Department of Health Professions.

"Dispense" means to deliver a controlled substance to an ultimate user, research subject, or owner of
an animal patient by or pursuant to the lawful order of a practitioner, including the prescribing and
administering, packaging, labeling or compounding necessary to prepare the substance for that deliv-
ery.

"Dispenser" means a person or entity that (i) is authorized by law to dispense a covered substance or
to maintain a stock of covered substances for the purpose of dispensing, and (ii) dispenses the
covered substance to a citizen of the Commonwealth regardless of the location of the dispenser, or
who dispenses such covered substance from a location in Virginia regardless of the location of the
recipient.

"Drug of concern" means any drug or substance, including any controlled substance or other drug or
substance, where there has been or there is the potential for abuse and that has been identified by the
Board of Pharmacy pursuant to § 54.1-3456.1.

"Prescriber" means a practitioner licensed in the Commonwealth who is authorized pursuant to §§
54.1-3303 and 54.1-3408 to issue a prescription for a covered substance or a practitioner licensed in
another state to so issue a prescription for a covered substance.

"Recipient" means a person who receives a covered substance from a dispenser and includes the
owner of an animal patient.

"Relevant health regulatory board" means any such board that licenses persons or entities with the
authority to prescribe or dispense covered substances, including the Board of Dentistry, the Board of
Medicine, the Board of Veterinary Medicine, and the Board of Pharmacy.

2002, c. 481; 2005, cc. 637, 678; 2014, c. 664; 2018, cc. 185, 379, 567, 772; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 227,
228.

§ 54.1-2520. Program establishment; Director's regulatory authority.
A. The Director shall establish, maintain, and administer an electronic system to monitor the dis-
pensing of covered substances to be known as the Prescription Monitoring Program.

B. The Director, after consultation with relevant health regulatory boards, shall promulgate, in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), such regulations as
are necessary to implement the prescription monitoring program as provided in this chapter, including,
but not limited to, the establishment of criteria for granting waivers of the reporting requirements set
forth in § 54.1-2521.
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C. The Director may enter into contracts as may be necessary for the implementation and main-
tenance of the Prescription Monitoring Program.

D. The Director shall provide dispensers with a basic file layout to enable electronic transmission of
the information required in this chapter. For those dispensers unable to transmit the required inform-
ation electronically, the Director shall provide an alternative means of data transmission.

E. The Director shall also establish an advisory committee within the Department to assist in the imple-
mentation and evaluation of the Prescription Monitoring Program. Such advisory committee shall
provide guidance to the Director regarding information disclosed pursuant to subdivision C 9 of §
54.1-2523.

2002, c. 481; 2005, cc. 637, 678; 2014, c. 664; 2016, cc. 410, 568; 2018, cc. 185, 379.

§ 54.1-2521. Reporting requirements.
A. The failure by any person subject to the reporting requirements set forth in this section and the
Department's regulations to report the dispensing of covered substances shall constitute grounds for
disciplinary action by the relevant health regulatory board.

B. Upon dispensing a covered substance, a dispenser of such covered substance shall report the fol-
lowing information:

1. The recipient's name and address.

2. The recipient's date of birth.

3. The covered substance that was dispensed to the recipient, which, in the case of a cannabis
product, shall be listed as the primary cannabinoid of such cannabis product.

4. The quantity of the covered substance that was dispensed.

5. The date of the dispensing.

6. The prescriber's identifier number and, in cases in which the covered substance is a cannabis
product, the product's national drug code and the expiration date of the written certification.

7. The dispenser's identifier number.

8. The method of payment for the prescription.

9. Any other non-clinical information that is designated by the Director as necessary for the imple-
mentation of this chapter in accordance with the Department's regulations.

10. Any other information specified in regulations promulgated by the Director as required in order for
the Prescription Monitoring Program to be eligible to receive federal funds.

C. Except as provided in subdivision 7 of § 54.1-2522, in cases where the ultimate user of a covered
substance is an animal, the dispenser shall report the relevant information required by subsection B
for the owner of the animal.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0481
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0637
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0678
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?141+ful+CHAP0664
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0410
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0568
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0185
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0379


D. The reports required herein shall be made to the Department or its agent within 24 hours or the dis-
penser's next business day, whichever comes later, and shall be made and transmitted in such man-
ner and format and according to the standards and schedule established in the Department's
regulations.

2002, c. 481; 2006, c. 167; 2012, cc. 21, 71; 2016, c. 309; 2018, cc. 567, 772; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc.
227, 228; 2023, c. 799.

§ 54.1-2522. Reporting exemptions.
The dispensing of covered substances under the following circumstances shall be exempt from the
reporting requirements set forth in § 54.1-2521:

1. Dispensing of manufacturers' samples of such covered substances or of covered substances dis-
pensed pursuant to an indigent patient program offered by a pharmaceutical manufacturer.

2. Dispensing of covered substances by a practitioner of the healing arts to his patient in a bona fide
medical emergency or when pharmaceutical services are not available.

3. Administering of covered substances.

4. Dispensing of covered substances within an appropriately licensed narcotic maintenance treatment
program.

5. Dispensing of covered substances to inpatients in hospitals or nursing facilities licensed by the
Board of Health or facilities that are otherwise authorized by law to operate as hospitals or nursing
homes in the Commonwealth.

6. Dispensing of covered substances to inpatients in hospices licensed by the Board of Health.

7. Dispensing of covered substances by veterinarians to animals within the usual course of their pro-
fessional practice for a course of treatment to last seven days or less or if such covered substance is
feline buprenorphine or canine butorphanol.

8. Dispensing of covered substances as otherwise provided in the Department's regulations.

2002, c. 481; 2018, c. 772; 2019, c. 686.

§ 54.1-2522.1. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Requirements of practitioners.
A. Any prescriber who is licensed in the Commonwealth to treat human patients and is authorized pur-
suant to §§ 54.1-3303 and 54.1-3408 to issue a prescription for a covered substance shall be
registered with the Prescription Monitoring Program by the Department of Health Professions.

B. A prescriber registered with the Prescription Monitoring Program or a person to whom he has del-
egated authority to access information in the possession of the Prescription Monitoring Program pur-
suant to § 54.1-2523.2 shall, at the time of initiating a new course of treatment to a human patient that
includes the prescribing of opioids anticipated at the onset of treatment to last more than seven con-
secutive days, request information from the Director for the purpose of determining what, if any, other
covered substances are currently prescribed to the patient. In addition, any prescriber who holds a
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special identification number from the Drug Enforcement Administration authorizing the prescribing of
controlled substances approved for use in opioid addiction therapy shall, prior to or as a part of exe-
cution of a treatment agreement with the patient, request information from the Director for the purpose
of determining what, if any, other covered substances the patient is currently being prescribed. Noth-
ing in this section shall prohibit prescribers from making additional periodic requests for information
from the Director as may be required by routine prescribing practices.

C. A prescriber shall not be required to meet the provisions of subsection B if:

1. The opioid is prescribed to a patient currently receiving hospice or palliative care;

2. The opioid is prescribed to a patient during an inpatient hospital admission or at discharge;

3. The opioid is prescribed to a patient in a nursing home or a patient in an assisted living facility that
uses a sole source pharmacy;

4. The Prescription Monitoring Program is not operational or available due to temporary technological
or electrical failure or natural disaster; or

5. The prescriber is unable to access the Prescription Monitoring Program due to emergency or dis-
aster and documents such circumstances in the patient's medical record.

D. Prior to issuing a written certification for the use of cannabis oil in accordance with § 54.1-3408.3, a
practitioner shall request information from the Director for the purpose of determining what, if any,
other covered substances have been dispensed to the patient.

2014, cc. 93, 178; 2015, c. 517; 2016, cc. 113, 406; 2017, cc. 249, 252; 2018, cc. 102, 106, 567.

§ 54.1-2522.1. (Effective July 1, 2024 through July 1, 2027) Requirements of practitioners.
A. Any prescriber who is licensed in the Commonwealth to treat human patients and is authorized pur-
suant to §§ 54.1-3303 and 54.1-3408 to issue a prescription for a covered substance shall be
registered with the Prescription Monitoring Program by the Department of Health Professions.

B. A prescriber registered with the Prescription Monitoring Program or a person to whom he has del-
egated authority to access information in the possession of the Prescription Monitoring Program pur-
suant to § 54.1-2523.2 shall, at the time of initiating a new course of treatment to a human patient that
includes the prescribing of opioids anticipated at the onset of treatment to last more than seven con-
secutive days, request information from the Director for the purpose of determining what, if any, other
covered substances are currently prescribed to the patient. In addition, any prescriber who holds a spe-
cial identification number from the Drug Enforcement Administration authorizing the prescribing of con-
trolled substances approved for use in opioid addiction therapy shall, prior to or as a part of execution
of a treatment agreement with the patient, request information from the Director for the purpose of
determining what, if any, other covered substances the patient is currently being prescribed. Nothing
in this section shall prohibit prescribers from making additional periodic requests for information from
the Director as may be required by routine prescribing practices.

C. A prescriber shall not be required to meet the provisions of subsection B if:
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1. The opioid is prescribed to a patient currently receiving hospice or palliative care;

2. The opioid is prescribed to a patient during an inpatient hospital admission or at discharge;

3. The opioid is prescribed to a patient in a nursing home or a patient in an assisted living facility that
uses a sole source pharmacy;

4. The Prescription Monitoring Program is not operational or available due to temporary technological
or electrical failure or natural disaster; or

5. The prescriber is unable to access the Prescription Monitoring Program due to emergency or dis-
aster and documents such circumstances in the patient's medical record.

D. Prior to issuing a written certification for the use of cannabis oil in accordance with § 4.1-1601, a
practitioner shall request information from the Director for the purpose of determining what, if any,
other covered substances have been dispensed to the patient.

2014, cc. 93, 178; 2015, c. 517; 2016, cc. 113, 406; 2017, cc. 249, 252; 2018, cc. 102, 106, 567; 2023,
cc. 740, 773.

§ 54.1-2522.1. (Effective July 1, 2027) Requirements of practitioners.
A. Any prescriber who is licensed in the Commonwealth to treat human patients and is authorized pur-
suant to §§ 54.1-3303 and 54.1-3408 to issue a prescription for a covered substance shall be
registered with the Prescription Monitoring Program by the Department of Health Professions.

B. Prescribers registered with the Prescription Monitoring Program shall, at the time of initiating a new
course of treatment to a human patient that includes the prescribing of benzodiazepine or an opiate
anticipated at the onset of treatment to last more than 90 consecutive days, request information from
the Director for the purpose of determining what, if any, other covered substances are currently pre-
scribed to the patient. In addition, any prescriber who holds a special identification number from the
Drug Enforcement Administration authorizing the prescribing of controlled substances approved for
use in opioid addiction therapy shall, prior to or as a part of execution of a treatment agreement with
the patient, request information from the Director for the purpose of determining what, if any, other
covered substances the patient is currently being prescribed. Nothing in this section shall prohibit pre-
scribers from making additional periodic requests for information from the Director as may be required
by routine prescribing practices.

C. The Secretary of Health and Human Resources may identify and publish a list of benzodiazepines
or opiates that have a low potential for abuse by human patients. Prescribers who prescribe such iden-
tified benzodiazepines or opiates shall not be required to meet the provisions of subsection B. In addi-
tion, a prescriber shall not be required to meet the provisions of subsection B if the course of treatment
arises from pain management relating to dialysis or cancer treatments.

D. Prior to issuing a written certification for the use of cannabis oil in accordance with § 4.1-1601, a
practitioner shall request information from the Director for the purpose of determining what, if any,
other covered substances have been dispensed to the patient.
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2014, cc. 93, 178; 2015, c. 517; 2016, cc. 113, 406; 2017, cc. 249, 252; 2018, cc. 102, 106, 567; 2023,
cc. 740, 773.

§ 54.1-2522.2. Requirements for dispensers.
The Department shall register every dispenser licensed by the Board of Pharmacy pursuant to Article
3 (§ 54.1-3310 et seq.) of Chapter 33 with the Prescription Monitoring Program.

2015, c. 517.

§ 54.1-2523. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Confidentiality of data; disclosure of information; dis-
cretionary authority of Director.
A. All data, records, and reports relating to the prescribing and dispensing of covered substances to
recipients and any abstracts from such data, records, and reports that are in the possession of the Pre-
scription Monitoring Program pursuant to this chapter and any material relating to the operation or
security of the program shall be confidential and shall be exempt from the Virginia Freedom of Inform-
ation Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.) pursuant to subdivision 2 of § 2.2-3705.5. Records in possession of the
Prescription Monitoring Program shall not be available for civil subpoena, nor shall such records be
disclosed, discoverable, or compelled to be produced in any civil proceeding, nor shall such records
be deemed admissible as evidence in any civil proceeding for any reason. Further, the Director shall
only have discretion to disclose any such information as provided in subsections B and C.

B. Upon receiving a request for information in accordance with the Department's regulations and in
compliance with applicable federal law and regulations, the Director shall disclose the following:

1. Information relevant to a specific investigation of a specific recipient or of a specific dispenser or pre-
scriber to an agent who has completed the Virginia State Police Drug Diversion School designated by
the superintendent of the Department of State Police or designated by the chief law-enforcement
officer of any county, city, or town or campus police department to conduct drug diversion invest-
igations pursuant to § 54.1-3405.

2. Information relevant to an investigation or inspection of or allegation of misconduct by a specific per-
son licensed, certified, or registered by or an applicant for licensure, certification, or registration by a
health regulatory board; information relevant to a disciplinary proceeding before a health regulatory
board or in any subsequent trial or appeal of an action or board order to designated employees of the
Department of Health Professions; or to designated persons operating the Health Practitioners' Mon-
itoring Program pursuant to Chapter 25.1 (§ 54.1-2515 et seq.).

3. Information relevant to the proceedings of any investigatory grand jury or special grand jury that has
been properly impaneled in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 13 (§ 19.2-191 et seq.) of Title
19.2.

4. Information relevant to a specific investigation of a specific recipient, dispenser, or prescriber to an
agent of a federal law-enforcement agency with authority to conduct drug diversion investigations.
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5. Information relevant to a specific investigation, supervision, or monitoring of a specific recipient for
purposes of the administration of criminal justice pursuant to Chapter 1 (§ 9.1-100 et seq.) of Title 9.1
to a probation or parole officer as described in Article 2 (§ 53.1-141 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 53.1
or a local community-based probation officer as described in § 9.1-176.1 who has completed the Vir-
ginia State Police Drug Diversion School designated by the Director of the Department of Corrections
or his designee.

6. Information relevant to a specific investigation of a specific individual into a possible delivery of a
controlled substance in violation of § 18.2-474.1 to an investigator for the Department of Corrections
who has completed the Virginia State Police Drug Diversion School and who has been designated by
the Director of the Department of Corrections or his designee.

7. Information about a specific recipient to the Emergency Department Care Coordination Program in
accordance with subdivision B 6 of § 32.1-372.

C. In accordance with the Department's regulations and applicable federal law and regulations, the
Director may, in his discretion, disclose:

1. Information in the possession of the Prescription Monitoring Program concerning a recipient who is
over the age of 18 to that recipient. The information shall be mailed to the street or mailing address
indicated on the recipient request form.

2. Information on a specific recipient to a prescriber, as defined in this chapter, for the purpose of estab-
lishing the treatment history of the specific recipient when such recipient is either under care and treat-
ment by the prescriber or the prescriber is consulting on or initiating treatment of such recipient. In a
manner specified by the Director in regulation, notice shall be given to patients that information may
be requested by the prescriber from the Prescription Monitoring Program.

3. Information on a specific recipient to a dispenser for the purpose of establishing a prescription his-
tory to assist the dispenser in (i) determining the validity of a prescription in accordance with § 54.1-
3303 or (ii) providing clinical consultation on the care and treatment of the recipient. In a manner spe-
cified by the Director in regulation, notice shall be given to patients that information may be requested
by the dispenser from the Prescription Monitoring Program.

4. Information relevant to an investigation or regulatory proceeding of a specific dispenser or pre-
scriber to other regulatory authorities concerned with granting, limiting or denying licenses, certificates
or registrations to practice a health profession when such regulatory authority licenses such dispenser
or prescriber or such dispenser or prescriber is seeking licensure by such other regulatory authority.

5. Information relevant to an investigation relating to a specific dispenser or prescriber who is a par-
ticipating provider in the Virginia Medicaid program or information relevant to an investigation relating
to a specific recipient who is currently eligible for and receiving or who has been eligible for and has
received medical assistance services to the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit of the Office of the Attorney



General or to designated employees of the Department of Medical Assistance Services, as appro-
priate.

6. Information relevant to determination of the cause of death of a specific recipient to the designated
employees of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.

7. Information for the purpose of bona fide research or education to qualified personnel; however, data
elements that would reasonably identify a specific recipient, prescriber, or dispenser shall be deleted
or redacted from such information prior to disclosure. Further, release of the information shall only be
made pursuant to a written agreement between such qualified personnel and the Director in order to
ensure compliance with this subdivision.

8. Information relating to prescriptions for covered substances issued by a specific prescriber, which
have been dispensed and reported to the Prescription Monitoring Program, to that prescriber.

9. Information about a specific recipient who is a member of a Virginia Medicaid managed care pro-
gram to a physician or pharmacist licensed in the Commonwealth and employed by the Virginia Medi-
caid managed care program or to his clinical designee who holds a multistate licensure privilege to
practice nursing or a license issued by a health regulatory board within the Department of Health Pro-
fessions and is employed by the Virginia Medicaid managed care program. Such information shall
only be used to determine eligibility for and to manage the care of the specific recipient in a Patient
Utilization Management Safety or similar program. Notice shall be given to recipients that information
may be requested by a licensed physician or pharmacist employed by the Virginia Medicaid managed
care program from the Prescription Monitoring Program.

10. (Expired July 1, 2022)

11. Information about a specific recipient who is currently eligible for and receiving medical assistance
from the Department of Medical Assistance Services to a physician or pharmacist licensed in the Com-
monwealth or to his clinical designee who holds a multistate licensure privilege to practice nursing or
a license issued by a health regulatory board within the Department of Health Professions and is
employed by the Department of Medical Assistance Services.

Such information shall be used only to determine eligibility for and to manage the care of the specific
recipient in a Patient Utilization Management Safety or similar program. Notice shall be given to recip-
ients that information may be requested by a licensed physician or pharmacist employed by the
Department of Medical Assistance Services from the Prescription Monitoring Program.

D. The Director may enter into agreements for mutual exchange of information among prescription
monitoring programs in other jurisdictions, which shall only use the information for purposes allowed
by this chapter.

E. This section shall not be construed to supersede the provisions of § 54.1-3406 concerning the divul-
ging of confidential records relating to investigative information.



F. Confidential information that has been received, maintained or developed by any board or dis-
closed by the board pursuant to subsection A shall not, under any circumstances, be available for dis-
covery or court subpoena or introduced into evidence in any medical malpractice suit or other action
for damages arising out of the provision of or failure to provide services. However, this subsection
shall not be construed to inhibit any investigation or prosecution conducted pursuant to Article 1 (§
18.2-247 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2.

2002, c. 481; 2004, c. 690; 2005, cc. 637, 678; 2009, cc. 158, 162, 472; 2012, cc. 21, 71; 2013, c. 739;
2014, cc. 12, 97; 2015, cc. 118, 507; 2016, cc. 309, 410, 447, 568; 2017, cc. 186, 778; 2018, c. 108;
2019, c. 679; 2020, cc. 1066, 1067.

§ 54.1-2523.1. Criteria for indicators of misuse; Director's authority to disclose information; inter-
vention.
A. The Director shall develop, in consultation with an advisory panel which shall include rep-
resentatives of the Boards of Medicine and Pharmacy, the Department of Health, the Department of
Medical Assistance Services, and the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services,
criteria for indicators of unusual patterns of prescribing or dispensing of covered substances by pre-
scribers or dispensers and misuse of covered substances by recipients and a method for analysis of
data collected by the Prescription Monitoring Program using the criteria for indicators of misuse to
identify unusual patterns of prescribing or dispensing of covered substances by individual prescribers
or dispensers or potential misuse of a covered substance by a recipient. The Director, in consultation
with the panel, shall annually review controlled substance prescribing and dispensing patterns and
shall (i) make any necessary changes to the criteria for unusual patterns of prescribing and dispensing
required by this subsection and (ii) report any findings and recommendations for best practices to the
Joint Commission on Health Care by November 1 of each year.

B. In cases in which analysis of data collected by the Prescription Monitoring Program using the cri-
teria for indicators of misuse indicates an unusual pattern of prescribing or dispensing of a covered
substance by an individual prescriber or dispenser or potential misuse of a covered substance by a
recipient, the Director may, in addition to the discretionary disclosure of information pursuant to § 54.1-
2523:

1. Disclose information about the unusual prescribing or dispensing of a covered substance by an indi-
vidual prescriber or dispenser to the Enforcement Division of the Department of Health Professions; or

2. Disclose information about the specific recipient to (i) the prescriber or prescribers who have pre-
scribed a covered substance to the recipient for the purpose of intervention to prevent misuse of such
covered substance or (ii) an agent who has completed the Virginia State Police Drug Diversion
School designated by the Superintendent of State Police or designated by the chief law-enforcement
officer of any county, city, or town or campus police department for the purpose of an investigation into
possible drug diversion.

2005, cc. 637, 678; 2012, cc. 21, 71; 2013, c. 739; 2016, c. 98; 2018, cc. 190, 239.
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§ 54.1-2523.2. (Effective until July 1, 2027) Authority to access database.
Any prescriber or dispenser authorized to access the information in the possession of the Prescription
Monitoring Program pursuant to this chapter may, pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Director
to implement the provisions of this section, delegate such authority to individuals who are employed or
engaged at the same facility and under the direct supervision of the prescriber or dispenser and (i) are
licensed, registered, or certified by a health regulatory board under the Department of Health Pro-
fessions or in another jurisdiction or (ii) have routine access to confidential patient data and have
signed a patient data confidentiality agreement.

2009, cc. 158, 162; 2012, cc. 21, 71; 2014, c. 72; 2016, cc. 113, 406; 2022 c. 747.

§ 54.1-2523.2. (Effective July 1, 2027) Authority to access database.
Any prescriber or dispenser authorized to access the information in the possession of the Prescription
Monitoring Program pursuant to this chapter may, pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Director
to implement the provisions of this section, delegate such authority to health care professionals who
are (i) licensed, registered, or certified by a health regulatory board under the Department of Health
Professions or in another jurisdiction and (ii) employed at the same facility and under the direct super-
vision of the prescriber or dispenser.

2009, cc. 158, 162; 2012, cc. 21, 71; 2014, c. 72; 2022 c. 747.

§ 54.1-2523. (Effective January 1, 2024) Confidentiality of data; disclosure of information; dis-
cretionary authority of Director.
A. All data, records, and reports relating to the prescribing and dispensing of covered substances to
recipients and any abstracts from such data, records, and reports that are in the possession of the Pre-
scription Monitoring Program pursuant to this chapter and any material relating to the operation or
security of the program shall be confidential and shall be exempt from the Virginia Freedom of Inform-
ation Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.) pursuant to subdivision 2 of § 2.2-3705.5. Records in possession of the
Prescription Monitoring Program shall not be available for civil subpoena, nor shall such records be
disclosed, discoverable, or compelled to be produced in any civil proceeding, nor shall such records
be deemed admissible as evidence in any civil proceeding for any reason. Further, the Director shall
only have discretion to disclose any such information as provided in subsections B and C.

B. Upon receiving a request for information in accordance with the Department's regulations and in
compliance with applicable federal law and regulations, the Director shall disclose the following:

1. Information relevant to a specific investigation of a specific recipient or of a specific dispenser or pre-
scriber to an agent who has completed the Virginia State Police Drug Diversion School designated by
the superintendent of the Department of State Police or designated by the chief law-enforcement
officer of any county, city, or town or campus police department to conduct drug diversion invest-
igations pursuant to § 54.1-3405.

2. Information relevant to an investigation or inspection of or allegation of misconduct by a specific per-
son licensed, certified, or registered by or an applicant for licensure, certification, or registration by a
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health regulatory board; information relevant to a disciplinary proceeding before a health regulatory
board or in any subsequent trial or appeal of an action or board order to designated employees of the
Department of Health Professions; or to designated persons operating the Health Practitioners' Mon-
itoring Program pursuant to Chapter 25.1 (§ 54.1-2515 et seq.).

3. Information relevant to the proceedings of any investigatory grand jury or special grand jury that has
been properly impaneled in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 13 (§ 19.2-191 et seq.) of Title
19.2.

4. Information relevant to a specific investigation of a specific recipient, dispenser, or prescriber to an
agent of a federal law-enforcement agency with authority to conduct drug diversion investigations.

5. Information relevant to a specific investigation, supervision, or monitoring of a specific recipient for
purposes of the administration of criminal justice pursuant to Chapter 1 (§ 9.1-100 et seq.) of Title 9.1
to a probation or parole officer as described in Article 2 (§ 53.1-141 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 53.1
or a local community-based probation officer as described in § 9.1-176.1 who has completed the Vir-
ginia State Police Drug Diversion School designated by the Director of the Department of Corrections
or his designee.

6. Information relevant to a specific investigation of a specific individual into a possible delivery of a
controlled substance in violation of § 18.2-474.1 to an investigator for the Department of Corrections
who has completed the Virginia State Police Drug Diversion School and who has been designated by
the Director of the Department of Corrections or his designee.

7. Information about a specific recipient to the Smartchart Network Program in accordance with sub-
division B 7 of § 32.1-372.

C. In accordance with the Department's regulations and applicable federal law and regulations, the
Director may, in his discretion, disclose:

1. Information in the possession of the Prescription Monitoring Program concerning a recipient who is
over the age of 18 to that recipient. The information shall be mailed to the street or mailing address
indicated on the recipient request form.

2. Information on a specific recipient to a prescriber, as defined in this chapter, for the purpose of estab-
lishing the treatment history of the specific recipient when such recipient is either under care and treat-
ment by the prescriber or the prescriber is consulting on or initiating treatment of such recipient. In a
manner specified by the Director in regulation, notice shall be given to patients that information may
be requested by the prescriber from the Prescription Monitoring Program.

3. Information on a specific recipient to a dispenser for the purpose of establishing a prescription his-
tory to assist the dispenser in (i) determining the validity of a prescription in accordance with § 54.1-
3303 or (ii) providing clinical consultation on the care and treatment of the recipient. In a manner spe-
cified by the Director in regulation, notice shall be given to patients that information may be requested
by the dispenser from the Prescription Monitoring Program.



4. Information relevant to an investigation or regulatory proceeding of a specific dispenser or pre-
scriber to other regulatory authorities concerned with granting, limiting or denying licenses, certificates
or registrations to practice a health profession when such regulatory authority licenses such dispenser
or prescriber or such dispenser or prescriber is seeking licensure by such other regulatory authority.

5. Information relevant to an investigation relating to a specific dispenser or prescriber who is a par-
ticipating provider in the Virginia Medicaid program or information relevant to an investigation relating
to a specific recipient who is currently eligible for and receiving or who has been eligible for and has
received medical assistance services to the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit of the Office of the Attorney
General or to designated employees of the Department of Medical Assistance Services, as appro-
priate.

6. Information relevant to determination of the cause of death of a specific recipient to the designated
employees of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.

7. Information for the purpose of bona fide research or education to qualified personnel; however, data
elements that would reasonably identify a specific recipient, prescriber, or dispenser shall be deleted
or redacted from such information prior to disclosure. Further, release of the information shall only be
made pursuant to a written agreement between such qualified personnel and the Director in order to
ensure compliance with this subdivision.

8. Information relating to prescriptions for covered substances issued by a specific prescriber, which
have been dispensed and reported to the Prescription Monitoring Program, to that prescriber.

9. Information about a specific recipient who is a member of a Virginia Medicaid managed care pro-
gram to a physician or pharmacist licensed in the Commonwealth and employed by the Virginia Medi-
caid managed care program or to his clinical designee who holds a multistate licensure privilege to
practice nursing or a license issued by a health regulatory board within the Department of Health Pro-
fessions and is employed by the Virginia Medicaid managed care program. Such information shall
only be used to determine eligibility for and to manage the care of the specific recipient in a Patient
Utilization Management Safety or similar program. Notice shall be given to recipients that information
may be requested by a licensed physician or pharmacist employed by the Virginia Medicaid managed
care program from the Prescription Monitoring Program.

10. [Expired.]

11. Information about a specific recipient who is currently eligible for and receiving medical assistance
from the Department of Medical Assistance Services to a physician or pharmacist licensed in the Com-
monwealth or to his clinical designee who holds a multistate licensure privilege to practice nursing or
a license issued by a health regulatory board within the Department of Health Professions and is
employed by the Department of Medical Assistance Services.

Such information shall be used only to determine eligibility for and to manage the care of the specific
recipient in a Patient Utilization Management Safety or similar program. Notice shall be given to



recipients that information may be requested by a licensed physician or pharmacist employed by the
Department of Medical Assistance Services from the Prescription Monitoring Program.

D. The Director may enter into agreements for mutual exchange of information among prescription
monitoring programs in other jurisdictions, which shall only use the information for purposes allowed
by this chapter.

E. This section shall not be construed to supersede the provisions of § 54.1-3406 concerning the divul-
ging of confidential records relating to investigative information.

F. Confidential information that has been received, maintained or developed by any board or dis-
closed by the board pursuant to subsection A shall not, under any circumstances, be available for dis-
covery or court subpoena or introduced into evidence in any medical malpractice suit or other action
for damages arising out of the provision of or failure to provide services. However, this subsection
shall not be construed to inhibit any investigation or prosecution conducted pursuant to Article 1 (§
18.2-247 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2.

2002, c. 481; 2004, c. 690; 2005, cc. 637, 678; 2009, cc. 158, 162, 472; 2012, cc. 21, 71; 2013, c. 739;
2014, cc. 12, 97; 2015, cc. 118, 507; 2016, cc. 309, 410, 447, 568; 2017, cc. 186, 778; 2018, c. 108;
2019, c. 679; 2020, cc. 1066, 1067; 2023, cc. 628, 629.

§ 54.1-2524. Immunity from liability.
A. The Director and the employees of the Department of Health Professions shall not be liable for any
civil damages resulting from the accuracy or inaccuracy of any information reported to and compiled
and maintained by the Department pursuant to this chapter.

Further, the Director and the employees of the Department of Health Professions shall not be liable for
any civil damages resulting from the disclosure of or failure to disclose any information in compliance
with subsections B and C of § 54.1-2523 and the Department's regulations.

B. In the absence of gross negligence or willful misconduct, prescribers or dispensers complying in
good faith with the reporting requirements of this chapter shall not be liable for any civil damages for
any act or omission resulting from the submission of such required reports.

2002, c. 481.

§ 54.1-2525. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Unlawful disclosure of information; disciplinary action
authorized; penalties.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person having access to the confidential information in the possession of
the program or any data or reports produced by the program to disclose such confidential information
except as provided in this chapter. Any person having access to the confidential information in the pos-
session of the program or any data or reports produced by the program who discloses such con-
fidential information in violation of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor upon
conviction.
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B. It shall be unlawful for any person who lawfully receives confidential information from the Pre-
scription Monitoring Program to redisclose or use such confidential information in any way other than
the authorized purpose for which the request was made. Any person who lawfully receives information
from the Prescription Monitoring Program and discloses such confidential information in violation of
this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor upon conviction.

C. Nothing in this section shall prohibit (i) a person who prescribes or dispenses a covered substance
to a recipient required to be reported to the program from redisclosing information obtained from the
Prescription Monitoring Program to another prescriber or dispenser who has responsibility for treating
the recipient or (ii) a person who prescribes a covered substance from placing information obtained
from the Prescription Monitoring Program in the recipient's medical record.

D. Information obtained from the Prescription Monitoring Program pursuant to subdivision B 6 of §
32.1-372 shall become part of the patient's medical record.

E. Unauthorized use or disclosure of confidential information received from the Prescription Mon-
itoring Program shall also be grounds for disciplinary action by the relevant health regulatory board.

2002, c. 481; 2011, cc. 812, 844; 2016, c. 309; 2020, cc. 1066, 1067.

§ 54.1-2525. (Effective January 1, 2024) Unlawful disclosure of information; disciplinary action
authorized; penalties.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person having access to the confidential information in the possession of
the program or any data or reports produced by the program to disclose such confidential information
except as provided in this chapter. Any person having access to the confidential information in the pos-
session of the program or any data or reports produced by the program who discloses such con-
fidential information in violation of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor upon
conviction.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person who lawfully receives confidential information from the Pre-
scription Monitoring Program to redisclose or use such confidential information in any way other than
the authorized purpose for which the request was made. Any person who lawfully receives information
from the Prescription Monitoring Program and discloses such confidential information in violation of
this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor upon conviction.

C. Nothing in this section shall prohibit (i) a person who prescribes or dispenses a covered substance
to a recipient required to be reported to the program from redisclosing information obtained from the
Prescription Monitoring Program to another prescriber or dispenser who has responsibility for treating
the recipient or (ii) a person who prescribes a covered substance from placing information obtained
from the Prescription Monitoring Program in the recipient's medical record.

D. Information obtained from the Prescription Monitoring Program pursuant to subdivision B 7 of §
32.1-372 shall become part of the patient's medical record.
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E. Unauthorized use or disclosure of confidential information received from the Prescription Mon-
itoring Program shall also be grounds for disciplinary action by the relevant health regulatory board.

2002, c. 481; 2011, cc. 812, 844; 2016, c. 309; 2020, cc. 1066, 1067; 2023, cc. 628, 629.

§ 54.1-2526. Exemption of information systems from provisions related to the Virginia Information
Technologies Agency.
The provisions of Chapter 20.1 (§ 2.2-2005 et seq.) of Title 2.2 shall not apply to the Prescription Mon-
itoring Program pursuant to this chapter operated by the Department of Health Professions until July 1,
2012, unless an alternate date is mutually agreed upon.

2009, cc. 158, 162.

Chapter 26 - Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology

§ 54.1-2600. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Audiologist" means any person who engages in the practice of audiology.

"Board" means the Board of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology.

"Practice of audiology" means the practice of conducting measurement, testing and evaluation relat-
ing to hearing and vestibular systems, including audiologic and electrophysiological measures, and
conducting programs of identification, hearing conservation, habilitation, and rehabilitation for the pur-
pose of identifying disorders of the hearing and vestibular systems and modifying communicative dis-
orders related to hearing loss, including but not limited to vestibular evaluation, limited cerumen
management, electrophysiological audiometry and cochlear implants. Any person offering services to
the public under any descriptive name or title which would indicate that audiology services are being
offered shall be deemed to be practicing audiology.

"Practice of speech-language pathology" means the practice of facilitating development and main-
tenance of human communication through programs of screening, identifying, assessing and inter-
preting, diagnosing, habilitating and rehabilitating speech-language disorders, including but not
limited to:

1. Providing alternative communication systems and instruction and training in the use thereof;

2. Providing aural habilitation, rehabilitation and counseling services to individuals who are deaf or
hard of hearing and their families;

3. Enhancing speech-language proficiency and communication effectiveness; and

4. Providing audiologic screening.

Any person offering services to the public under any descriptive name or title which would indicate
that professional speech-language pathology services are being offered shall be deemed to be prac-
ticing speech-language pathology.
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"Speech-language disorders" means disorders in fluency, speech articulation, voice, receptive and
expressive language (syntax, morphology, semantics, pragmatics), swallowing disorders, and cog-
nitive communication functioning.

"Speech-language pathologist" means any person who engages in the practice of speech-language
pathology.

1972, c. 181, § 54-83.1:5; 1974, c. 534; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 706; 2014, c. 327; 2019, c. 288.

§ 54.1-2601. Exemptions.
This chapter shall not:

1. Prevent any person from engaging, individually or through his employees, in activities for which he
is licensed or from using appropriate descriptive words, phrases or titles to refer to his services;

2. Prevent any person employed by a federal, state, county or municipal agency, or an educational
institution as a speech or hearing specialist or therapist from performing the regular duties of his office
or position;

3. Prevent any student, intern or trainee in audiology or speech-language pathology, pursuing a
course of study at an accredited institution of higher education, or working in a recognized training cen-
ter, under the direct supervision of a licensed or certified audiologist or speech-language pathologist,
from performing services constituting a part of his supervised course of study;

4. Prevent a licensed audiologist or speech-language pathologist from employing or using the ser-
vices of unlicensed persons as necessary to assist him in his practice;

5. Authorize any person, unless otherwise licensed to do so, to prepare, order, dispense, alter or
repair hearing aids or parts of or attachments to hearing aids for consideration. However, audiologists
licensed under this chapter may make earmold impressions and prepare and alter earmolds for clin-
ical use and research;

6. Prevent an audiologist from volunteering to provide free health care to an underserved area of the
Commonwealth under the auspices of a publicly supported nonprofit organization that sponsors the
provision of health care to populations of underserved people if they do so for a period not exceeding
three consecutive days and if the nonprofit organization verifies that the practitioner has a valid, unres-
tricted license in another state.

1972, c. 181, § 54-83.1:7; 1978, c. 34; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 706; 2022, c. 173.

§ 54.1-2602. Board membership; officers; duties of Director of Department.
The Board of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology shall consist of seven members as follows:
two licensed audiologists, two licensed speech-language pathologists, one otolaryngologist, and two
citizen members. The terms of Board members shall be four years. All professional members of the
Board shall have actively practiced their professions for at least two years prior to their appointments.

The Board shall elect annually a chairman and a vice-chairman.
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The Board shall be authorized to promulgate canons of ethics under which the professional activities
of persons regulated shall be conducted.

1972, c. 181, §§ 54-83.1:8, 54-83.1:10; 1978, c. 34; 1979, c. 296; 1981, c. 447; 1987, c. 686, § 54-
83.1:8.1; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 706; 2013, c. 436.

§ 54.1-2603. License required.
A. In order to practice audiology or speech pathology, it shall be necessary to hold a valid license.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision 2 of § 54.1-2601, the Board of Audiology and
Speech-Language Pathology may license as school speech-language pathologists any person who
holds a master's degree in speech-language pathology. The Board of Audiology and Speech-Lan-
guage Pathology shall issue licenses to such persons without examination, upon review of cre-
dentials and payment of an application fee in accordance with regulations of the Board for school
speech-language pathologists.

Persons holding such licenses as school speech-language pathologists, without examination, shall
practice solely in public school divisions; holding a license as a school speech-language pathologist
pursuant to this section shall not authorize such persons to practice outside the school setting or in
any setting other than the public schools of the Commonwealth, unless such individuals are licensed
by the Board of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology to offer to the public the services defined
in § 54.1-2600.

The Board shall issue any person licensed as a school speech-language pathologist a license that
notes the limitations on practice set forth in this subsection.

Persons who hold licenses issued by the Board of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology
without these limitations shall be exempt from the requirements of this subsection.

1979, c. 408, § 54-83.1:011; 1988, c. 765; 1999, cc. 967, 1005; 2014, c. 781.

§ 54.1-2604. Provisional license in audiology or speech-language pathology.
The Board may issue a provisional license to an applicant for licensure in audiology or speech-lan-
guage pathology who has met the educational and examination requirements for licensure, to allow
for the applicant to obtain clinical experience as specified in the Board's regulations. However, a per-
son practicing with a provisional license in audiology shall practice only under the supervision of a
licensed audiologist and a person practicing with a provisional license in speech-language pathology
shall practice only under the supervision of a licensed speech-language pathologist in accordance
with regulations established by the Board.

2006, c. 97; 2013, c. 436.

§ 54.1-2605. Practice of assistant speech-language pathologists.
A person who has met the qualifications prescribed by the Board may practice as an assistant
speech-language pathologist in accordance with regulations of the Board and may perform limited
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duties that are otherwise restricted to the practice of a speech-language pathologist under the super-
vision and direction of a licensed speech-language pathologist.

2014, c. 661; 2016, c. 77.

§ 54.1-2606. Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Interstate Compact; purpose.
The General Assembly hereby enacts, and the Commonwealth of Virginia hereby enters into, the Audi-
ology and Speech-Language Pathology Interstate Compact with any and all states legally joining
therein according to its terms, in the form substantially as follows:

AUDIOLOGY AND SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY INTERSTATE COMPACT

The purpose of this Compact is to facilitate interstate practice of audiology and speech-language
pathology with the goal of improving public access to audiology and speech-language pathology ser-
vices. The practice of audiology and speech-language pathology occurs in the state where the
patient/client/student is located at the time of the patient/client/student encounter. The Compact pre-
serves the regulatory authority of states to protect public health and safety through the current system
of state licensure.

This Compact is designed to achieve the following objectives:

1. Increase public access to audiology and speech-language pathology services by providing for the
mutual recognition of other member state licenses;

2. Enhance the states' ability to protect the public's health and safety;

3. Encourage the cooperation of member states in regulating multistate audiology and speech-lan-
guage pathology practice;

4. Support spouses of relocating active duty military personnel;

5. Enhance the exchange of licensure, investigative, and disciplinary information between member
states;

6. Allow a remote state to hold a provider of services with a compact privilege in that state accountable
to that state's practice standards; and

7. Allow for the use of telehealth technology to facilitate increased access to audiology and speech-
language pathology services.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2607. Definitions.
As used in this Compact, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Active duty military" means full-time duty status in the active uniformed service of the United States,
including members of the National Guard and Reserve on active duty orders pursuant to 10 U.S.C.
Chapters 1209 and 1211.
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"Adverse action" means any administrative, civil, equitable, or criminal action permitted by a state's
laws that is imposed by a licensing board or other authority against an audiologist or speech-lan-
guage pathologist, including actions against an individual's license or privilege to practice, such as
revocation, suspension, probation, monitoring of the licensee, or restriction on the licensee's practice.

"Alternative program" means a nondisciplinary monitoring process approved by an audiology or
speech-language pathology licensing board to address impaired practitioners.

"Audiologist" means an individual who is licensed by a state to practice audiology.

"Audiology" means the care and services provided by a licensed audiologist as set forth in the mem-
ber state's statutes and rules.

"Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Compact Commission" or "Commission" means the
national administrative body whose membership consists of all states that have enacted the Compact.

"Audiology and speech-language pathology licensing board," "audiology licensing board," "speech-
language pathology licensing board," or "licensing board" means the agency of a state that is respons-
ible for the licensing and regulation of audiologists and/or speech-language pathologists.

"Compact privilege" means the authorization granted by a remote state to allow a licensee from
another member state to practice as an audiologist or speech-language pathologist in the remote state
under its laws and rules. The practice of audiology or speech-language pathology occurs in the mem-
ber state where the patient/client/student is located at the time of the patient/client/student encounter.

"Current significant investigative information" means investigative information that a licensing board,
after an inquiry or investigation that includes notification and an opportunity for the audiologist or
speech-language pathologist to respond, if required by state law, has reason to believe is not ground-
less and, if proved true, would indicate more than a minor infraction.

"Data system" means a repository of information about licensees, including, but not limited to, con-
tinuing education, examination, licensure, investigative, compact privilege, and adverse action.

"Encumbered license" means a license in which an adverse action restricts the practice of audiology
or speech-language pathology by the licensee and said adverse action has been reported to the
National Practitioners Data Bank (NPDB).

"Executive Committee" means a group of directors elected or appointed to act on behalf of, and within
the powers granted to them by, the Commission.

"Home state" means the member state that is the licensee's primary state of residence.

"Impaired practitioner" means individuals whose professional practice is adversely affected by sub-
stance abuse, addiction, or other health-related conditions.

"Licensee" means an individual who currently holds an authorization from the state licensing board to
practice as an audiologist or speech-language pathologist.

"Member state" means a state that has enacted the Compact.



"Privilege to practice" means a legal authorization permitting the practice of audiology or speech-lan-
guage pathology in a remote state.

"Remote state" means a member state other than the home state where a licensee is exercising or
seeking to exercise the compact privilege.

"Rule" means a regulation, principle, or directive promulgated by the Commission that has the force of
law.

"Single-state license" means an audiology or speech-language pathology license issued by a mem-
ber state that authorizes practice only within the issuing state and does not include a privilege to prac-
tice in any other member state.

"Speech-language pathologist" means an individual who is licensed by a state to practice speech-lan-
guage pathology.

"Speech-language pathology" means the care and services provided by a licensed speech-language
pathologist as set forth in the member state's statutes and rules.

"State" means any state, commonwealth, district, or territory of the United States of America that reg-
ulates the practice of audiology and speech-language pathology.

"State practice laws" means a member state's laws, rules, and regulations that govern the practice of
audiology or speech-language pathology, define the scope of audiology or speech-language patho-
logy practice, and create the methods and grounds for imposing discipline.

"Telehealth" means the application of telecommunication technology to deliver audiology or speech-
language pathology services at a distance for assessment, intervention, and/or consultation.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2608. State participation in the Compact.
A. A license issued to an audiologist or speech-language pathologist by a home state to a resident in
that state shall be recognized by each member state as authorizing an audiologist or speech-lan-
guage pathologist to practice audiology or speech-language pathology, under a privilege to practice,
in each member state.

B. A state must implement or utilize procedures for considering the criminal history records of applic-
ants for initial privilege to practice. These procedures shall include the submission of fingerprints or
other biometric-based information by applicants for the purpose of obtaining an applicant's criminal his-
tory record information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the agency responsible for retain-
ing that state's criminal records.

1. A member state must fully implement a criminal background check requirement, within a time frame
established by rule, by receiving the results of the Federal Bureau of Investigation record search on
criminal background checks and use the results in making licensure decisions.
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2. Communication between a member state and the Commission and among member states regard-
ing the verification of eligibility for licensure through the Compact shall not include any information
received from the Federal Bureau of Investigation relating to a federal criminal records check per-
formed by a member state under Public Law 92-544.

C. Upon application for a privilege to practice, the licensing board in the issuing remote state shall
ascertain, through the data system, whether the applicant has ever held, or is the holder of, a license
issued by any other state, whether there are any encumbrances on any license or privilege to practice
held by the applicant, and whether any adverse action has been taken against any license or privilege
to practice held by the applicant.

D. Each member state shall require an applicant to obtain or retain a license in the home state and
meet the home state's qualifications for licensure or renewal of licensure, as well as all other applic-
able state laws.

E. For an audiologist:

1. Must meet one of the following educational requirements:

a. On or before December 31, 2007, has graduated with a master's degree or doctorate in audiology,
or equivalent degree regardless of degree name, from a program that is accredited by an accrediting
agency recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation, or its successor, or by the
United States Department of Education and is operated by a college or university accredited by a
regional or national accrediting organization recognized by the Board; or

b. On or after January 1, 2008, has graduated with a doctoral degree in audiology, or equivalent
degree, regardless of degree name, from a program that is accredited by an accrediting agency recog-
nized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation, or its successor, or by the United States
Department of Education and is operated by a college or university accredited by a regional or
national accrediting organization recognized by the Board; or

c. Has graduated from an audiology program that is housed in an institution of higher education out-
side of the United States for which (i) the program and institution have been approved by the author-
ized accrediting body in the applicable country and (ii) the degree program has been verified by an
independent credentials review agency to be comparable to a state licensing board-approved pro-
gram;

2. Has completed a supervised clinical practicum experience from an accredited educational insti-
tution or its cooperating programs as required by the Commission;

3. Has successfully passed a national examination approved by the Commission;

4. Holds an active, unencumbered license;

5. Has not been convicted or found guilty, and has not entered into an agreed disposition, of a felony
related to the practice of audiology, under applicable state or federal criminal law; and



6. Has a valid United States social security number or National Practitioner Identification number.

F. For a speech-language pathologist:

1. Must meet one of the following educational requirements:

a. Has graduated with a master's degree from a speech-language pathology program that is accred-
ited by an organization recognized by the United States Department of Education and operated by a
college or university accredited by a regional or national accrediting organization recognized by the
Board; or

b. Has graduated from a speech-language pathology program that is housed in an institution of higher
education outside of the United States for which (i) the program and institution have been approved by
the authorized accrediting body in the applicable country and (ii) the degree program has been veri-
fied by an independent credentials review agency to be comparable to a state licensing board-
approved program;

2. Has completed a supervised clinical practicum experience from an educational institution or its
cooperating programs as required by the Commission;

3. Has completed a supervised postgraduate professional experience as required by the Commission;

4. Has successfully passed a national examination approved by the Commission;

5. Holds an active, unencumbered license;

6. Has not been convicted or found guilty, and has not entered into an agreed disposition, of a felony
related to the practice of speech-language pathology, under applicable state or federal criminal law;
and

7. Has a valid United States social security number or National Practitioner Identification number.

G. The privilege to practice is derived from the home state license.

H. An audiologist or speech-language pathologist practicing in a member state must comply with the
state practice laws of the state in which the client is located at the time service is provided. The prac-
tice of audiology and speech-language pathology shall include all audiology and speech-language
pathology practice as defined by the state practice laws of the member state in which the client is loc-
ated. The practice of audiology and speech-language pathology in a member state under a privilege
to practice shall subject an audiologist or speech-language pathologist to the jurisdiction of the licens-
ing board, the courts, and the laws of the member state in which the client is located at the time ser-
vice is provided.

I. Individuals not residing in a member state shall continue to be able to apply for a member state's
single-state license as provided under the laws of each member state. However, the single-state
license granted to these individuals shall not be recognized as granting the privilege to practice audi-
ology or speech-language pathology in any other member state. Nothing in this Compact shall affect
the requirements established by a member state for the issuance of a single-state license.



J. Member states may charge a fee for granting a compact privilege.

K. Member states must comply with the bylaws and rules and regulations of the Commission.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2609. Compact privilege.
A. To exercise the compact privilege under the terms and provisions of this Compact, the audiologist
or speech-language pathologist shall:

1. Hold an active license in the home state;

2. Have no encumbrance on any state license;

3. Be eligible for a compact privilege in any member state in accordance with § 54.1-2608;

4. Have not had any adverse action against any license or compact privilege within the previous two
years from date of application;

5. Notify the Commission that the licensee is seeking the compact privilege within a remote state;

6. Pay any applicable fees, including any state fee, for the compact privilege; and

7. Report to the Commission adverse action taken by any non-member state within 30 days from the
date the adverse action is taken.

B. For the purposes of the compact privilege, an audiologist or speech-language pathologist shall only
hold one home state license at a time.

C. Except as provided in § 54.1-2611, if an audiologist or speech-language pathologist changes his
primary state of residence by moving between two-member states, the audiologist or speech-lan-
guage pathologist must apply for licensure in the new home state, and the license issued by the prior
home state shall be deactivated in accordance with applicable rules adopted by the Commission.

D. The audiologist or speech-language pathologist may apply for licensure in advance of a change in
his primary state of residence.

E. A license shall not be issued by the new home state until the audiologist or speech-language patho-
logist provides satisfactory evidence of a change in his primary state of residence to the new home
state and satisfies all applicable requirements to obtain a license from the new home state.

F. If an audiologist or speech-language pathologist changes his primary state of residence by moving
from a member state to a non-member state, the license issued by the prior home state shall convert to
a single-state license, valid only in the former home state.

G. The compact privilege is valid until the expiration date of the home state license. The licensee must
comply with the requirements of subsection A to maintain the compact privilege in the remote state.

H. A licensee providing audiology or speech-language pathology services in a remote state under the
compact privilege shall function within the laws and regulations of the remote state.
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I. A licensee providing audiology or speech-language pathology services in a remote state is subject
to that state's regulatory authority. A remote state may, in accordance with due process and that state's
laws, remove a licensee's compact privilege in the remote state for a specific period of time, impose
fines, and take any other necessary actions to protect the health and safety of its citizens.

J. If a home state license is encumbered, the licensee shall lose the compact privilege in any remote
state until the following occur:

1. The home state license is no longer encumbered; and

2. Two years have elapsed from the date of the adverse action.

K. Once an encumbered license in the home state is restored to good standing, the licensee must
meet the requirements of subsection A to obtain a compact privilege in any remote state.

L. Once the requirements of subsection J have been met, the licensee must meet the requirements in
subsection A to obtain a compact privilege in a remote state.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2610. Compact privilege to practice telehealth.
Member states shall recognize the right of an audiologist or speech-language pathologist, licensed by
a home state in accordance with § 54.1-2608 and under rules promulgated by the Commission, to
practice audiology or speech-language pathology in any member state via telehealth under a privilege
to practice as provided in this Compact and rules promulgated by the Commission.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2611. Active duty military personnel or their spouse.
Active duty military personnel, or their spouse, shall designate a home state where the individual has
a current license in good standing. The individual may retain the home state designation during the
period the service member is on active duty. Subsequent to designating a home state, the individual
shall only change his home state through application for licensure in the new state.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2612. Adverse actions.
A. In addition to the other powers conferred by state law, a remote state shall have the authority, in
accordance with existing state due process law, to:

1. Take adverse action against an audiologist's or speech-language pathologist's privilege to practice
within that member state.

2. Issue subpoenas for both hearings and investigations that require the attendance and testimony of
witnesses as well as the production of evidence. Subpoenas issued by a licensing board in a member
state for the attendance and testimony of witnesses or the production of evidence from another mem-
ber state shall be enforced in the latter state by any court of competent jurisdiction, according to the
practice and procedure of that court applicable to subpoenas issued in proceedings pending before it.
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The issuing authority shall pay any witness fees, travel expenses, mileage, and other fees required by
the service statutes of the state in which the witnesses or evidence are located.

3. Only the home state shall have the power to take adverse action against an audiologist's or speech-
language pathologist's license issued by the home state.

B. For purposes of taking adverse action, the home state shall give the same priority and effect to
reported conduct received from a member state as it would if the conduct had occurred within the
home state. In so doing, the home state shall apply its own state laws to determine appropriate action.

C. The home state shall complete any pending investigations of an audiologist or speech-language
pathologist who changes his primary state of residence during the course of the investigations. The
home state shall also have the authority to take appropriate action and shall promptly report the con-
clusions of the investigations to the administrator of the data system. The administrator of the coordin-
ated licensure information system shall promptly notify the new home state of any adverse actions.

D. If otherwise permitted by state law, the member state may recover from the affected audiologist or
speech-language pathologist the costs of investigations and disposition of cases resulting from any
adverse action taken against that audiologist or speech-language pathologist.

E. The member state may take adverse action based on the factual findings of the remote state,
provided that the member state follows the member state's own procedures for taking the adverse
action.

F. Joint Investigations.

1. In addition to the authority granted to a member state by its respective audiology or speech-lan-
guage pathology practice act or other applicable state law, any member state may participate with
other member states in joint investigations of licensees.

2. Member states shall share any investigative, litigation, or compliance materials in furtherance of any
joint or individual investigation initiated under this Compact.

G. If adverse action is taken by the home state against an audiologist's or speech language patho-
logist's license, the audiologist's or speech-language pathologist's privilege to practice in all other
member states shall be deactivated until all encumbrances have been removed from the state license.
All home state disciplinary orders that impose adverse action against an audiologist's or speech-lan-
guage pathologist's license shall include a statement that the audiologist's or speech-language patho-
logist's privilege to practice is deactivated in all member states during the pendency of the order.

H. If a member state takes adverse action, it shall promptly notify the administrator of the data system.
The administrator of the data system shall promptly notify the home state of any adverse actions by
remote states.

I. Nothing in this Compact shall override a member state's decision that participation in an alternative
program may be used in lieu of adverse action.



2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2613. Establishment of the Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Compact Com-
mission.
A. The Compact member states hereby create and establish a joint public agency known as the Audi-
ology and Speech-Language Pathology Compact Commission:

1. The Commission is an instrumentality of the Compact states.

2. Venue is proper and judicial proceedings by or against the Commission shall be brought solely and
exclusively in a court of competent jurisdiction where the principal office of the Commission is located.
The Commission may waive venue and jurisdictional defenses to the extent it adopts or consents to
participate in alternative dispute resolution proceedings.

3. Nothing in this Compact shall be construed to be a waiver of sovereign immunity.

B. Membership, Voting, and Meetings.

1. Each member state shall have two delegates selected by that member state's licensing board. The
delegates shall be current members of the licensing board. One shall be an audiologist and one shall
be a speech-language pathologist.

2. An additional five delegates, who are either a public member or board administrator from a state
licensing board, shall be chosen by the Executive Committee from a pool of nominees provided by the
Commission at large.

3. Any delegate may be removed or suspended from office as provided by the law of the state from
which the delegate is appointed.

4. The member state board shall fill any vacancy occurring on the Commission within 90 days.

5. Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote with regard to the promulgation of rules and creation of
bylaws and shall otherwise have an opportunity to participate in the business and affairs of the Com-
mission.

6. A delegate shall vote in person or by other means as provided in the bylaws. The bylaws may
provide for delegates' participation in meetings by telephone or other means of communication.

7. The Commission shall meet at least once during each calendar year. Additional meetings shall be
held as set forth in the bylaws.

C. The Commission shall have the following powers and duties:

1. Establish the fiscal year of the Commission;

2. Establish bylaws;

3. Establish a Code of Ethics;

4. Maintain its financial records in accordance with the bylaws;

5. Meet and take actions as are consistent with the provisions of this Compact and the bylaws;
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6. Promulgate uniform rules to facilitate and coordinate implementation and administration of this Com-
pact. The rules shall have the force and effect of law and shall be binding in all member states;

7. Bring and prosecute legal proceedings or actions in the name of the Commission, provided that the
standing of any state audiology or speech-language pathology licensing board to sue or be sued
under applicable law shall not be affected;

8. Purchase and maintain insurance and bonds;

9. Borrow, accept, or contract for services of personnel, including employees of a member state;

10. Hire employees, elect or appoint officers, fix compensation, define duties, grant individuals appro-
priate authority to carry out the purposes of this Compact, and to establish the Commission's per-
sonnel policies and programs relating to conflicts of interest, qualifications of personnel, and other
related personnel matters;

11. Accept any and all appropriate donations and grants of money, equipment, supplies, materials,
and services, and to receive, utilize, and dispose of the same, provided that at all times the Com-
mission shall avoid any appearance of impropriety and conflict of interest;

12. Lease, purchase, accept appropriate gifts or donations of, or otherwise to own, hold, improve or
use, any property, real, personal, or mixed, provided that at all times the Commission shall avoid any
appearance of impropriety;

13. Sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, abandon, or otherwise dispose of any property
real, personal, or mixed;

14. Establish a budget and make expenditures;

15. Borrow money;

16. Appoint committees, including standing committees composed of members and other interested
persons as may be designated in this Compact and the bylaws;

17. Provide and receive information from, and cooperate with, law-enforcement agencies;

18. Establish and elect an Executive Committee; and

19. Perform other functions as may be necessary or appropriate to achieve the purposes of this Com-
pact consistent with the state regulation of audiology and speech-language pathology licensure and
practice.

D. The Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall have the power to act on behalf of the
Commission according to the terms of this Compact:

1. The Executive Committee shall be composed of 10 members:

a. Seven voting members who are elected by the Commission from the current membership of the
Commission;



b. Two ex-officio members, consisting of one nonvoting member from a recognized national audiology
professional association and one nonvoting member from a recognized national speech-language
pathology association; and

c. One ex-officio, nonvoting member from the recognized membership organization of the audiology
and speech-language pathology licensing boards.

E. The ex-officio members shall be selected by their respective organizations.

1. The Commission may remove any member of the Executive Committee as provided in bylaws.

2. The Executive Committee shall meet at least annually.

3. The Executive Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a. Recommend to the entire Commission changes to the rules or bylaws, changes to this Compact
legislation, fees paid by Compact member states such as annual dues, and any commission Compact
fee charged to licensees for the compact privilege;

b. Ensure Compact administration services are appropriately provided, contractual or otherwise;

c. Prepare and recommend the budget;

d. Maintain financial records on behalf of the Commission;

e. Monitor Compact compliance of member states and provide compliance reports to the Commission;

f. Establish additional committees as necessary; and

g. Perform other duties as provided in rules or bylaws.

4. All meetings of the Commission shall be open to the public, and public notice of meetings shall be
given in the same manner as required under the rulemaking provisions in § 54.1-2615.

5. The Commission or the Executive Committee or other committees of the Commission may convene
in a closed, nonpublic meeting if the Commission or Executive Committee or other committees of the
Commission must discuss:

a. Noncompliance of a member state with its obligations under the Compact;

b. The employment, compensation, or discipline or other matters, practices, or procedures related to
specific employees or other matters related to the Commission's internal personnel practices and pro-
cedures;

c. Current, threatened, or reasonably anticipated litigation;

d. Negotiation of contracts for the purchase, lease, or sale of goods, services, or real estate;

e. Accusation of any person of a crime or formal censure of any person;

f. Disclosure of trade secrets or commercial or financial information that is privileged or confidential;



g. Disclosure of information of a personal nature where disclosure would constitute a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy;

h. Disclosure of investigative records compiled for law-enforcement purposes;

i. Disclosure of information related to any investigative reports prepared by or on behalf of or for use of
the Commission or another committee charged with responsibility of investigation or determination of
compliance issues pursuant to this Compact; or

j. Matters specifically exempted from disclosure by federal or member state statute.

6. If a meeting, or portion of a meeting, is closed pursuant to this provision, the Commission's legal
counsel or designee shall certify that the meeting may be closed and shall reference each relevant
exempting provision.

7. The Commission shall keep minutes that fully and clearly describe all matters discussed in a meet-
ing and shall provide a full and accurate summary of actions taken and the reasons therefore, includ-
ing a description of the views expressed. All documents considered in connection with an action shall
be identified in minutes. All minutes and documents of a closed meeting shall remain under seal, sub-
ject to release by a majority vote of the Commission or order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

8. Financing of the Commission.

a. The Commission shall pay, or provide for the payment of, the reasonable expenses of its estab-
lishment, organization, and ongoing activities.

b. The Commission may accept any and all appropriate revenue sources, donations, and grants of
money, equipment, supplies, materials, and services.

c. The Commission may levy on and collect an annual assessment from each member state or impose
fees on other parties to cover the cost of the operations and activities of the Commission and its staff,
which must be in a total amount sufficient to cover its annual budget as approved each year for which
revenue is not provided by other sources. The aggregate annual assessment amount shall be alloc-
ated based upon a formula to be determined by the Commission, which shall promulgate a rule bind-
ing upon all member states.

9. The Commission shall not incur obligations of any kind prior to securing the funds adequate to meet
the same, nor shall the Commission pledge the credit of any of the member states, except by and with
the authority of the member state.

10. The Commission shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements. The receipts
and disbursements of the Commission shall be subject to the audit and accounting procedures estab-
lished under its bylaws. However, all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by the Com-
mission shall be audited yearly by a certified or licensed public accountant, and the report of the audit
shall be included in and become part of the annual report of the Commission.

F. Qualified Immunity, Defense, and Indemnification.



1. The members, officers, executive director, employees, and representatives of the Commission shall
be immune from suit and liability, either personally or in their official capacity, for any claim for damage
to or loss of property or personal injury or other civil liability caused by or arising out of any actual or
alleged act, error, or omission that occurred, or that the person against whom the claim is made had a
reasonable basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or
responsibilities, provided that nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to protect any person from
suit and liability for any damage, loss, injury, or liability caused by the intentional or willful or wanton
misconduct of that person.

2. The Commission shall defend any member, officer, executive director, employee, or representative
of the Commission in any civil action seeking to impose liability arising out of any actual or alleged
act, error, or omission that occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or respons-
ibilities, or that the person against whom the claim is made had a reasonable basis for believing
occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, provided that noth-
ing herein shall be construed to prohibit that person from retaining his or her own counsel and
provided further, that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from that person's inten-
tional or willful or wanton misconduct.

3. The Commission shall indemnify and hold harmless any member, officer, executive director,
employee, or representative of the Commission for the amount of any settlement or judgment obtained
against that person arising out of any actual or alleged act, error, or omission that occurred within the
scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, or that person had a reasonable basis
for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities,
provided that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from the intentional or willful or
wanton misconduct of that person.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2614. Data system.
A. The Commission shall provide for the development, maintenance, and utilization of a coordinated
database and reporting system containing licensure, adverse action, and investigative information on
all licensed individuals in member states.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of state law to the contrary, a member state shall submit a uni-
form data set to the data system on all individuals to whom this Compact is applicable as required by
the rules of the Commission, including:

1. Identifying information;

2. Licensure data;

3. Adverse actions against a license or compact privilege;

4. Nonconfidential information related to alternative program participation;

5. Any denial of application for licensure, and the reason for denial; and
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6. Other information that may facilitate the administration of this Compact, as determined by the rules
of the Commission.

C. Investigative information pertaining to a licensee in any member state shall only be available to
other member states.

D. The Commission shall promptly notify all member states of any adverse action taken against a
licensee or an individual applying for a license. Adverse action information pertaining to a licensee in
any member state shall be available to any other member state.

E. Member states contributing information to the data system may designate information that may not
be shared with the public without the express permission of the contributing state.

F. Any information submitted to the data system that is subsequently required to be expunged by the
laws of the member state contributing the information shall be removed from the data system.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2615. Rulemaking.
A. The Commission shall exercise its rulemaking powers pursuant to the criteria set forth in this sec-
tion and the rules adopted thereunder. Rules and amendments shall become binding as of the date
specified in each rule or amendment.

B. If a majority of the legislatures of the member states rejects a rule, by enactment of a statute or res-
olution in the same manner used to adopt the Compact within four years of the date of adoption of the
rule, the rule shall have no further force and effect in any member state.

C. Rules or amendments to the rules shall be adopted at a regular or special meeting of the Com-
mission.

D. Prior to promulgation and adoption of a final rule or rules by the Commission, and at least 30 days
in advance of the meeting at which the rule shall be considered and voted upon, the Commission
shall file a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking:

1. On the website of the Commission or other publicly accessible platform; and

2. On the website of each member state audiology or speech-language pathology licensing board or
other publicly accessible platform or the publication in which each state would otherwise publish pro-
posed rules.

E. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall include:

1. The proposed time, date, and location of the meeting in which the rule shall be considered and
voted upon;

2. The text of the proposed rule or amendment and the reason for the proposed rule;

3. A request for comments on the proposed rule from any interested person; and
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4. The manner in which interested persons may submit notice to the Commission of their intention to
attend the public hearing and any written comments.

F. Prior to the adoption of a proposed rule, the Commission shall allow persons to submit written data,
facts, opinions, and arguments, which shall be made available to the public.

G. The Commission shall grant an opportunity for a public hearing before it adopts a rule or amend-
ment if a hearing is requested by:

1. At least 25 persons;

2. A state or federal governmental subdivision or agency; or

3. An association having at least 25 members.

H. If a public hearing is held on the proposed rule or amendment, the Commission shall publish the
place, time, and date of the scheduled public hearing. If the public hearing is held via electronic
means, the Commission shall publish the mechanism for access to the electronic hearing.

1. All persons wishing to be heard at the public hearing shall notify the executive director of the Com-
mission or other designated member in writing of their desire to appear and testify at the public hear-
ing not less than five business days before the scheduled date of the public hearing.

2. Public hearings shall be conducted in a manner providing each person who wishes to comment a
fair and reasonable opportunity to comment orally or in writing.

3. All public hearings shall be recorded. A copy of the recording shall be made available on request.

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring a separate public hearing on each rule.
Rules may be grouped for the convenience of the Commission at public hearings required by this sec-
tion.

I. Following the scheduled hearing date, or by the close of business on the scheduled hearing date if
the hearing was not held, the Commission shall consider all written and oral comments received.

J. If no written notice of intent to attend the public hearing by interested parties is received, the Com-
mission may proceed with promulgation of the proposed rule without a public hearing.

K. The Commission shall, by majority vote of all members, take final action on the proposed rule and
shall determine the effective date of the rule, if any, based on the rulemaking record and the full text of
the rule.

L. Upon determination that an emergency exists, the Commission may consider and adopt an emer-
gency rule without prior notice, opportunity for comment, or a public hearing, provided that the usual
rulemaking procedures provided in this Compact and in this section shall be retroactively applied to
the rule as soon as reasonably possible, and in no event later than 90 days after the effective date of
the rule. For the purposes of this provision, an emergency rule is one that must be adopted imme-
diately in order to:



1. Meet an imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare;

2. Prevent a loss of Commission or member state funds; or

3. Meet a deadline for the promulgation of an administrative rule that is established by federal law or
rule.

M. The Commission or an authorized committee of the Commission may direct revisions to a pre-
viously adopted rule or amendment for purposes of correcting typographical errors, errors in format,
errors in consistency, or grammatical errors. Public notice of any revisions shall be posted on the web-
site of the Commission. The revision shall be subject to challenge by any person for a period of 30
days after posting. The revision may be challenged only on grounds that the revision results in a mater-
ial change to a rule. A challenge shall be made in writing and delivered to the chair of the Commission
prior to the end of the notice period. If no challenge is made, the revision shall take effect without fur-
ther action. If the revision is challenged, the revision may not take effect without the approval of the
Commission.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2616. Dispute resolution and enforcement.
A. Dispute Resolution.

1. Upon request by a member state, the Commission shall attempt to resolve disputes related to this
Compact that arise among member states and between member and non-member states.

2. The Commission shall promulgate a rule providing for both mediation and binding dispute res-
olution for disputes as appropriate.

B. Enforcement.

1. The Commission, in the reasonable exercise of its discretion, shall enforce the provisions and rules
of this Compact.

2. By majority vote, the Commission may initiate legal action in the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia or the federal district where the Commission has its principal offices against a
member state in default to enforce compliance with the provisions of this Compact and its promulgated
rules and bylaws. The relief sought may include both injunctive relief and damages. In the event judi-
cial enforcement is necessary, the prevailing member shall be awarded all costs of litigation, including
reasonable attorney fees.

3. The remedies herein shall not be the exclusive remedies of the Commission. The Commission may
pursue any other remedies available under federal or state law.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2617. Date of implementation of the interstate commission for audiology and speech-lan-
guage pathology practice and associated rules, withdrawal, and amendment.
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A. The Compact shall come into effect on the date on which the Compact statute is enacted into law in
the tenth member state. The provisions, which become effective at that time, shall be limited to the
powers granted to the Commission relating to assembly and the promulgation of rules. Thereafter, the
Commission shall meet and exercise rulemaking powers necessary to the implementation and admin-
istration of the Compact.

B. Any state that joins the Compact subsequent to the Commission's initial adoption of the rules shall
be subject to the rules as they exist on the date on which the Compact becomes law in that state. Any
rule that has been previously adopted by the Commission shall have the full force and effect of law on
the day the Compact becomes law in that state.

C. Any member state may withdraw from this Compact by enacting a statute repealing the same.

1. A member state's withdrawal shall not take effect until six months after enactment of the repealing
statute.

2. Withdrawal shall not affect the continuing requirement of the withdrawing state's audiology or
speech-language pathology licensing board to comply with the investigative and adverse action report-
ing requirements of this Compact prior to the effective date of withdrawal.

D. Nothing contained in this Compact shall be construed to invalidate or prevent any audiology or
speech-language pathology licensure agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a mem-
ber state and a non-member state that does not conflict with the provisions of this Compact.

E. This Compact may be amended by the member states. No amendment to this Compact shall
become effective and binding upon any member state until it is enacted into the laws of all member
states.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2618. Construction and severability.
This Compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of
this Compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision of this Compact is
declared to be contrary to the constitution of any member state or of the United States or the applic-
ability thereof to any government, agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of this Compact and the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person, or cir-
cumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this Compact shall be held contrary to the constitution of
any member state, the Compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining member states
and in full force and effect as to the member state affected as to all severable matters.

2023, c. 337.

§ 54.1-2619. Binding effect of the Compact and other laws.
A. Nothing herein prevents the enforcement of any other law of a member state that is not inconsistent
with this Compact.

B. All laws in a member state in conflict with this Compact are superseded to the extent of the conflict.
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C. All lawful actions of the Commission, including all rules and bylaws promulgated by the Com-
mission, are binding upon the member states.

D. All agreements between the Commission and the member states are binding in accordance with
their terms.

E. In the event any provision of this Compact exceeds the constitutional limits imposed on the legis-
lature of any member state, the provision shall be ineffective to the extent of the conflict with the con-
stitutional provision in question in that member state.

2023, c. 337.

Chapter 27 - DENTISTRY

Article 1 - Board of Dentistry

§ 54.1-2700. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Appliance" means a permanent or removable device used in a plan of dental care, including crowns,
fillings, bridges, braces, dentures, orthodontic aligners, and sleep apnea devices.

"Board" means the Board of Dentistry.

"Dental hygiene" means duties related to patient assessment and the rendering of educational, pre-
ventive, and therapeutic dental services specified in regulations of the Board and not otherwise restric-
ted to the practice of dentistry.

"Dental hygienist" means a person who is licensed by the Board to practice dental hygiene.

"Dentist" means a person who has been awarded a degree in and is licensed by the Board to practice
dentistry.

"Dentistry" means the evaluation, diagnosis, prevention, and treatment, through surgical, nonsurgical,
or related procedures, of diseases, disorders, and conditions of the oral cavity and the maxillofacial,
adjacent, and associated structures and their impact on the human body.

"Digital scan" means digital technology that creates a computer-generated replica of the hard and soft
tissues of the oral cavity using enhanced digital photography.

"Digital scan technician" means a person who has completed a training program approved by the
Board to take digital scans of intraoral and extraoral hard and soft tissues for use in teledentistry.

"Digital work order" means the digital equivalent of a written dental laboratory work order used in the
construction or repair of an appliance.

"License" means the document issued to an applicant upon completion of requirements for admission
to practice dentistry or dental hygiene in the Commonwealth or upon registration for renewal of license
to continue the practice of dentistry or dental hygiene in the Commonwealth.
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"License to practice dentistry" means any license to practice dentistry issued by the Board.

"Maxillofacial" means pertaining to the jaws and face, particularly with reference to specialized sur-
gery of this region.

"Oral and maxillofacial surgeon" means a person who has successfully completed an oral and max-
illofacial residency program, approved by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American
Dental Association, and who holds a valid license from the Board.

"Store-and-forward technologies" means the technologies that allow for the electronic transmission of
dental and health information, including images, photographs, documents, and health histories,
through a secure communication system.

"Teledentistry" means the delivery of dentistry between a patient and a dentist who holds a license to
practice dentistry issued by the Board through the use of telehealth systems and electronic tech-
nologies or media, including interactive, two-way audio or video.

1950, p. 983, § 54-200.1; 1970, c. 639; 1972, c. 805; 1988, c. 765; 2001, c. 662; 2013, c. 240; 2020, cc.
37, 220.

§ 54.1-2701. Exemptions.
This chapter shall not:

1. Apply to a licensed physician or surgeon unless he practices dentistry as a specialty;

2. Apply to an advanced practice registered nurse certified by the Board of Nursing and the Board of
Medicine except that intraoral procedures shall be performed only under the direct supervision of a
licensed dentist;

3. Apply to a dentist or a dental hygienist of the United States Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force,
Public Health Service, or Department of Veterans Affairs;

4. Apply to any dentist of the United States Army, Navy, Coast Guard, or Air Force rendering services
voluntarily and without compensation while deemed to be licensed pursuant to § 54.1-106;

5. Apply to any dentist or dental hygienist who (i) does not regularly practice dentistry in Virginia, (ii)
holds a current valid license or certificate to practice as a dentist or dental hygienist in another state,
territory, district or possession of the United States, (iii) volunteers to provide free health care to an
underserved area of the Commonwealth under the auspices of a publicly supported nonprofit organ-
ization that sponsors the provision of health care to populations of underserved people, (iv) files a
copy of the license or certificate issued in such other jurisdiction with the Board, (v) notifies the Board
at least five days prior to the voluntary provision of services of the dates and location of such service,
and (vi) acknowledges, in writing, that such licensure exemption shall only be valid, in compliance
with the Board's regulations, during the limited period that such free health care is made available
through the nonprofit organization on the dates and at the location filed with the Board. Clauses (iv),
(v), and (vi) shall not apply to dentists and dental hygienists volunteering to provide free health care to
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an underserved area of the Commonwealth under the auspices of a publicly supported nonprofit
organization that sponsors the provision of health care to populations of underserved people if they do
so for a period not exceeding three consecutive days and if the nonprofit organization verifies that the
practitioner has a valid, unrestricted license in another state. The Board may deny the right to practice
in Virginia to any dentist or dental hygienist whose license has been previously suspended or
revoked, who has been convicted of a felony, or who is otherwise found to be in violation of applicable
laws or regulations; or

6. Prevent an office assistant from performing usual secretarial duties or other assistance as set forth
in regulations promulgated by the Board.

Code 1950, §§ 54-149 through 54-151, 54-172; 1970, c. 639; 1972, c. 805, § 54-200.23; 1975, c. 479;
1988, c. 765; 1995, c. 509; 2002, c. 740; 2003, c. 495; 2019, c. 290; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2702. Board; membership; terms of office; officers; quorum.
The Board of Dentistry shall consist of ten members as follows: seven dentists, one citizen member
and two dental hygienists.

The professional members of the Board shall be licensed practitioners of dentistry or dental hygiene,
of acknowledged ability in the profession, and must have practiced dentistry or dental hygiene in this
Commonwealth for at least three years.

The terms of office of the members shall be four years.

The Board shall annually choose a president and a secretary-treasurer and shall meet at least annu-
ally at such times and places as it may deem proper. A majority of the members of the Board shall con-
stitute a quorum.

Code 1950, §§ 54-153 through 54-155, 54-157, 54-161, 54-162; 1972, c. 805; 1977, c. 669; 1985, c.
49; 1986, c. 464; 1988, cc. 42, 66, 765; 1992, c. 411.

§ 54.1-2703. Inspection of dental offices and laboratories.
Employees of the Department of Health Professions, when properly identified, shall be authorized, dur-
ing ordinary business hours, to enter and inspect any dental office or dental laboratory for the purpose
of enforcing the provisions of this chapter.

Code 1950, § 54-167; 1962, c. 45; 1972, c. 805; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 505, 587.

§ 54.1-2704. Nominations.
Nominations may be made for each professional vacancy from a list of three names submitted to the
Governor by the Virginia Dental Association, the Old Dominion State Dental Society, the Virginia
Dental Hygienists' Association, and the Commonwealth Dental Hygienists' Society. Further, any
licensee of this chapter may submit nominations to the Governor. The Governor shall not be bound to
make any appointment from among the nominees.

Code 1950, § 54-156; 1972, c. 805; 1977, c. 669; 1986, c. 464; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 505, 587.

§ 54.1-2705. Investigation of applicant for license.
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The Board shall investigate the qualifications and truthfulness on registration of any applicant for a
license to practice dentistry or dental hygiene, and for such purposes shall have power to send for wit-
nesses, papers and documents, and administer oaths. The cost of such inquiry shall be borne by the
applicant.

Code 1950, § 54-176; 1972, c. 805; 1975, c. 479; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2706. Revocation or suspension; other sanctions.
The Board may refuse to admit a candidate to any examination, refuse to issue a license to any applic-
ant, suspend for a stated period or indefinitely, or revoke any license or censure or reprimand any
licensee or place him on probation for such time as it may designate for any of the following causes:

1. Fraud, deceit or misrepresentation in obtaining a license;

2. The conviction of any felony or the conviction of any crime involving moral turpitude;

3. Use of alcohol or drugs to the extent that such use renders him unsafe to practice dentistry or dental
hygiene;

4. Any unprofessional conduct likely to defraud or to deceive the public or patients;

5. Intentional or negligent conduct in the practice of dentistry or dental hygiene which causes or is
likely to cause injury to a patient or patients;

6. Employing or assisting persons whom he knew or had reason to believe were unlicensed to prac-
tice dentistry or dental hygiene;

7. Publishing or causing to be published in any manner an advertisement relating to his professional
practice which (i) is false, deceptive or misleading, (ii) contains a claim of superiority, or (iii) violates
regulations promulgated by the Board governing advertising;

8. Mental or physical incompetence to practice his profession with safety to his patients and the public;

9. Violating, assisting, or inducing others to violate any provision of this chapter or any Board reg-
ulation;

10. Conducting his practice in a manner contrary to the standards of ethics of dentistry or dental
hygiene;

11. Practicing or causing others to practice in a manner as to be a danger to the health and welfare of
his patients or to the public;

12. Practicing outside the scope of the dentist's or dental hygienist's education, training, and exper-
ience;

13. Performing a procedure subject to certification without such valid certification required by the
Board pursuant to § 54.1-2709.1 and Board regulations; however, procedures performed pursuant to
the provisions of subsection A of § 54.1-2711.1 as part of an American Dental Association accredited
residency program shall not require such certification;
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14. The revocation, suspension or restriction of a license to practice dentistry or dental hygiene in
another state, possession or territory of the United States or foreign country; or

15. The violation of any provision of a state or federal law or regulation relating to manufacturing, dis-
tributing, dispensing or administering drugs.

Code 1950, § 54-187; 1962, c. 45; 1972, c. 805; 1973, c. 391; 1975, c. 479; 1978, cc. 247, 248; 1984,
c. 28; 1988, c. 765; 2001, c. 662; 2004, c. 64; 2005, cc. 505, 587.

§ 54.1-2707. Reserved.
Reserved.

§ 54.1-2708. Disciplinary action discretion.
Except in the case of a monetary penalty, the Board may take disciplinary action notwithstanding any
action pending before or consummated before any court or any criminal penalty which has been or
may be imposed.

1972, c. 805, § 54-189.1; 1975, c. 479; 1978, c. 248; 1988, cc. 64; 765; 1997, c. 556.

§ 54.1-2708.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1997, c. 698.

§ 54.1-2708.2. Recovery of monitoring costs.
The Board may recover from any licensee against whom disciplinary action has been imposed reas-
onable administrative costs associated with investigating and monitoring such licensee and con-
firming compliance with any terms and conditions imposed upon the licensee as set forth in the order
imposing disciplinary action. Such recovery shall not exceed a total of $5,000. All administrative costs
recovered pursuant to this section shall be paid by the licensee to the Board. Such administrative
costs shall be deposited into the account of the Board and shall not constitute a fine or penalty.

2009, c. 89.

§ 54.1-2708.3. Regulation of mobile dental clinics.
No person shall operate a mobile dental clinic or other portable dental operation without first regis-
tering such mobile dental clinic or other portable dental operation with the Board, except that the fol-
lowing shall be exempt from such registration requirement: (i) mobile dental clinics or other portable
dental operations operated by federal, state, or local government agencies or other entities identified
by the Board in regulations; (ii) mobile dental clinics operated by federally qualified health centers
with a dental component that provides dental services via mobile model to adults and children within
30 miles of the federally qualified health center; (iii) mobile dental clinics operated by free health clin-
ics or health safety net clinics that have been granted tax-exempt status pursuant to § 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code that provide dental services via mobile model to adults and children within 30
miles of the free health clinic or health safety net clinic; and (iv) mobile dental clinics that provide
dental services via mobile model to individuals who are not ambulatory and who reside in long-term
care facilities, assisted living facilities, adult care homes, or private homes.
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The Board shall promulgate regulations for mobile dental clinics and other portable dental operations
to ensure that patient safety is protected, appropriate dental services are rendered, and needed follow-
up care is provided. Such regulations shall include, but not be limited to, requirements for the regis-
tration of mobile dental clinics, locations where services may be provided, requirements for reporting
by providers, and other requirements necessary to provide accountability for services rendered.

2010, c. 405; 2016, c. 78.

§ 54.1-2708.4. Board to adopt regulations related to prescribing of opioids.
The Board shall adopt regulations for the prescribing of opioids, which shall include guidelines for:

1. The treatment of acute pain, which shall include (i) requirements for an appropriate patient history
and evaluation, (ii) limitations on dosages or day supply of drugs prescribed, (iii) requirements for
appropriate documentation in the patient's health record, and (iv) a requirement that the prescriber
request and review information contained in the Prescription Monitoring Program in accordance with §
54.1-2522.1;

2. The treatment of chronic pain, which shall include, in addition to the requirements for treatment of
acute pain set forth in subdivision 1, requirements for (i) development of a treatment plan for the
patient, (ii) an agreement for treatment signed by the provider and the patient that includes permission
to obtain urine drug screens, and (iii) periodic review of the treatment provided at specific intervals to
determine the continued appropriateness of such treatment; and

3. Referral of patients to whom opioids are prescribed for substance abuse counseling or treatment, as
appropriate.

2017, cc. 291, 682.

Article 2 - Licensure of Dentists

§ 54.1-2708.5. Digital scans for use in the practice of dentistry; practice of digital scan technicians.
A. No person other than a dentist, dental hygienist, dental assistant I, dental assistant II, digital scan
technician, or other person under the direction of a dentist shall obtain dental scans for use in the prac-
tice of dentistry.

B. A digital scan technician who obtains dental scans for use in the practice of teledentistry shall work
under the direction of a dentist who is (i) licensed by the Board to practice dentistry in the Com-
monwealth, (ii) accessible and available for communication and consultation with the digital scan tech-
nician at all times during the patient interaction, and (iii) responsible for ensuring that the digital scan
technician has a program of training approved by the Board for such purpose. All protocols and pro-
cedures for the performance of digital scans by digital scan technicians and evidence that a digital
scan technician has complied with the training requirements of the Board shall be made available to
the Board upon request.

2020, cc. 37, 220.

§ 54.1-2709. License; application; qualifications; examinations.
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A. No person shall practice dentistry unless he possesses a current valid license from the Board of
Dentistry.

B. An application for such license shall be made to the Board in writing and shall be accompanied by
satisfactory proof that the applicant (i) is of good moral character; (ii) is a graduate of an accredited
dental school or college, or dental department of an institution of higher education; (iii) has passed all
parts of the examination given by the Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations; (iv) has suc-
cessfully completed a clinical examination acceptable to the Board; and (v) has met other qual-
ifications as determined in regulations promulgated by the Board.

C. The Board may grant a license to practice dentistry to an applicant licensed to practice in another
jurisdiction if he (i) meets the requirements of subsection B; (ii) holds a current, unrestricted license to
practice dentistry in another jurisdiction in the United States and is certified to be in good standing by
each jurisdiction in which he currently holds or has held a license; (iii) has not committed any act that
would constitute grounds for denial as set forth in § 54.1-2706; and (iv) has been in continuous clinical
practice for five out of the six years immediately preceding application for licensure pursuant to this
section. Active patient care in the dental corps of the United States Armed Forces, volunteer practice
in a public health clinic, or practice in an intern or residency program may be accepted by the Board to
satisfy this requirement.

D. The Board shall provide for an inactive license for those dentists who hold a current, unrestricted
dental license in the Commonwealth at the time of application for an inactive license and who do not
wish to practice in Virginia. The Board shall promulgate such regulations as may be necessary to
carry out the provisions of this section, including requirements for remedial education to activate a
license.

E. The Board shall promulgate regulations requiring continuing education for any dental license
renewal or reinstatement. The Board may grant extensions or exemptions from these continuing edu-
cation requirements.

Code 1950, §§ 54-168 through 54-171, 54-175; 1968, c. 604; 1972, cc. 805, 824; 1973, c. 391; 1974,
c. 411; 1976, c. 327; 1977, c. 518; 1981, c. 216; 1988, c. 765; 1997, c. 855; 2005, cc. 505, 587; 2007,
c. 20; 2012, cc. 20, 116.

§ 54.1-2709.1. Certain certification required.
A. The Board of Dentistry shall promulgate regulations establishing criteria for certification of board
certified or board eligible oral or maxillofacial surgeons to perform certain procedures within the defin-
ition of dentistry that are unrelated to the oral cavity or contiguous structures, provided such services
(i) are not for the prevention and treatment of disorders, diseases, lesions and malpositions of the
human teeth, alveolar process, maxilla, mandible, or adjacent tissues, or any necessary related pro-
cedures, and are services the training for which is included in the curricula of dental schools or
advanced postgraduate education programs accredited by the Commission of Dental Accreditation of
the American Dental Association or continuing educational programs recognized by the Board of
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Dentistry, or (ii) are not provided incident to a head or facial trauma sustained by the patient. The reg-
ulations shall include, but need not be limited to, provisions for: (1) promotion of patient safety; (2) iden-
tification and categorization of procedures for the purpose of issuing certificates; (3) establishment of
an application process for certification to perform such procedures; (4) establishment of minimum edu-
cation, training, and experience requirements for certification to perform such procedures, including
consideration of whether a licensee has been granted practice privileges to perform such procedures
from an accredited hospital located in the Commonwealth and consideration of the presentation of a
letter attesting to the training of the applicant to perform such procedures from the chairman of an
accredited postgraduate residency program; (5) development of protocols for proctoring and criteria for
requiring such proctoring; and (6) implementation of a quality assurance review process for such pro-
cedures performed by certificate holders.

B. In promulgating the minimum education, training, and experience requirements for oral and max-
illofacial surgeons to perform such procedures and the regulations related thereto, the Board of
Dentistry shall consult with an advisory committee comprised of three members selected by the Med-
ical Society of Virginia and three members selected by the Virginia Society of Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgeons. All members of the advisory committee shall be licensed by the Board of Dentistry or the
Board of Medicine and shall engage in active clinical practice. The committee shall have a duty to act
collaboratively and in good faith to recommend the education, training, and experience necessary to
promote patient safety in the performance of such procedures. The advisory committee shall prepare a
written report of its recommendations and shall submit this report to the Board of Dentistry and shall
also submit its recommendations to the Board of Medicine for such comments as may be deemed
appropriate, prior to the promulgation of draft regulations. The advisory committee may meet peri-
odically to advise the Board of Dentistry on the regulation of such procedures.

C. In promulgating the regulations required by this section, the Board shall take due consideration of
the education, training, and experience requirements adopted by the American Dental Association
Council on Dental Education or the Commission on Dental Accreditation. Further, the Board's reg-
ulations shall require that complaints arising out of performance of such procedures be enforced
solely by the Board of Dentistry and reviewed jointly by a physician licensed by the Board of Medicine
who actively practices in a related specialty and by an oral and maxillofacial surgeon licensed by the
Board of Dentistry. However, upon receipt of reports of such complaints the Board of Dentistry shall
promptly notify the Board of Medicine which shall maintain the confidentiality of such complaint con-
sistent with § 54.1-2400.2.

2001, c. 662.

§ 54.1-2709.2. Registration and certain data required.
The Board of Dentistry shall require all oral and maxillofacial surgeons to annually register with the
Board and to report and make available the following information:

1. The names of medical schools or schools of dentistry attended and dates of graduation;
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2. Any graduate medical or graduate dental education at any institution approved by the Accreditation
Council for Graduate Medical Education, the Commission on Dental Accreditation, American Dental
Association;

3. Any specialty board certification or eligibility for certification as approved by the Commission on
Dental Accreditation, American Dental Association;

4. The number of years in active, clinical practice as specified by regulations of the Board;

5. Any insurance plans accepted, managed care plans in which the oral and maxillofacial surgeon par-
ticipates, and hospital affiliations, including specification of any privileges granted by the hospital;

6. Any appointments, within the most recent 10-year period, of the oral and maxillofacial surgeon to a
dental school faculty and any publications in peer-reviewed literature within the most recent five-year
period and as specified by regulations of the Board;

7. The location of any primary and secondary practice settings and the approximate percentage of the
oral and maxillofacial surgeon's time spent practicing in each setting;

8. The access to any translating service provided to the primary practice setting of the oral and max-
illofacial surgeon;

9. The status of the oral and maxillofacial surgeon's participation in the Virginia Medicaid Program;

10. Any final disciplinary or other action required to be reported to the Board by health care insti-
tutions, other practitioners, insurance companies, health maintenance organizations, and professional
organizations pursuant to §§ 54.1-2400.6, 54.1-2709.3, and 54.1-2709.4 that results in a suspension
or revocation of privileges or the termination of employment or a final order of the Board relating to dis-
ciplinary action; and

11. Other information related to the competency of oral and maxillofacial surgeons as specified in the
regulations of the Board.

The Board shall promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of this section, including, but not
limited to, the release, upon request by a consumer, of such information relating to an oral and max-
illofacial surgeon. The regulations promulgated by the Board shall provide for reports to include all
paid claims in categories indicating the level of significance of each award or settlement.

2001, c. 662; 2004, c. 64.

§ 54.1-2709.3. Reports of disciplinary action against oral and maxillofacial surgeons; immunity
from liability.
A. The presidents of the Virginia Dental Association and the Virginia Society of Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgeons shall report to the Board of Dentistry any disciplinary actions taken by his organization
against any oral and maxillofacial surgeon licensed under this chapter if such disciplinary action is a
result of conduct involving professional ethics, professional incompetence, moral turpitude, drug or
alcohol abuse.
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B. The president of any association, society, academy or organization shall report to the Board of
Dentistry any disciplinary action taken against any oral and maxillofacial surgeon licensed under this
chapter if such disciplinary action is a result of conduct involving professional ethics, professional
incompetence, moral turpitude, drug addictions or alcohol abuse.

C. Any report required by this section shall be in writing directed to the Board of Dentistry, shall give
the name and address of the person who is the subject of the report and shall describe fully the cir-
cumstances surrounding the conduct to be reported.

D. Any person making a report required by this section or testifying in a judicial or administrative pro-
ceeding as a result of such report shall be immune from any civil liability resulting therefrom unless
such person acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

E. In the event that any organization enumerated in subsection A or any component thereof receives a
complaint against an oral and maxillofacial surgeon, such organization may, in lieu of considering dis-
ciplinary action against such oral and maxillofacial surgeon, request that the Board investigate the mat-
ter pursuant to this chapter, in which event any person participating in the decision to make such a
request or testifying in a judicial or administrative proceeding as a result of such request shall be
immune from any civil liability alleged to have resulted therefrom unless such person acted in bad
faith or with malicious intent.

2001, c. 662.

§ 54.1-2709.4. Further reporting requirements.
A. The following matters shall be reported to the Board:

1. Any disciplinary action taken against an oral and maxillofacial surgeon licensed under this chapter
by another state or by a federal health institution or voluntary surrender of a license in another state
while under investigation;

2. Any malpractice judgment against an oral and maxillofacial surgeon licensed under this chapter;

3. Any incident of two settlements of malpractice claims against an individual oral and maxillofacial
surgeon licensed under this chapter within a three-year period; and

4. Any evidence that indicates to a reasonable probability that an oral and maxillofacial surgeon
licensed under this chapter is or may be professionally incompetent, guilty of unprofessional conduct
or mentally or physically unable to engage safely in the practice of his profession.

B. The following persons and entities are subject to the reporting requirements set forth in this section:

1. Any oral and maxillofacial surgeon licensed under this chapter who is the subject of a disciplinary
action, settlement judgment or evidence for which reporting is required pursuant to this section;

2. Any other person licensed under this chapter, except as provided in the Health Practitioners' Mon-
itoring Program;
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3. The presidents of all professional societies in the Commonwealth, and their component societies
whose members are regulated by the Board, except as provided for in the protocol agreement entered
into by the Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program;

4. All health care institutions licensed by the Commonwealth;

5. The malpractice insurance carrier of any oral and maxillofacial surgeon who is the subject of a judg-
ment or of two settlements within a three-year period. The carrier shall not be required to report any set-
tlements except those in which it has participated that have resulted in a least two settlements on
behalf of an individual oral and maxillofacial surgeon during a three-year period; and

6. Any health maintenance organization licensed by the Commonwealth.

C. No person or entity shall be obligated to report any matter to the Board if the person or entity has
actual notice that the matter has already been reported to the Board.

D. Any report required by this section shall be in writing directed to the Board, shall give the name and
address of the person who is the subject of the report and shall describe the circumstances sur-
rounding the conduct required to be reported.

E. Any person making a report required by this section shall be immune from any civil liability or crim-
inal prosecution resulting therefrom unless such person acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

F. The clerk of any circuit court or any district court in the Commonwealth shall report to the Board the
conviction of any oral and maxillofacial surgeon known by such clerk to be licensed under this chapter
of any (i) misdemeanor involving a controlled substance, marijuana or substance abuse or involving
an act of moral turpitude or (ii) felony.

2001, c. 662; 2009, c. 472.

§ 54.1-2709.5. Permits for sedation and anesthesia required.
A. Except as provided in subsection C, the Board shall require any dentist who provides or admin-
isters sedation or anesthesia in a dental office to obtain either a conscious/moderate sedation permit
or a deep sedation/general anesthesia permit issued by the Board. The Board shall establish by reg-
ulation reasonable education, training, and equipment standards for safe administration and mon-
itoring of sedation and anesthesia to patients in a dental office.

B. A permit for conscious/moderate sedation shall not be required if a permit has been issued for the
administration of deep sedation/general anesthesia.

C. This section shall not apply to:

1. An oral and maxillofacial surgeon who maintains membership in the American Association of Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgeons (AAOMS) and who provides the Board with reports which result from the
periodic office examinations required by AAOMS; or
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2. Any dentist who administers or prescribes medication or administers nitrous oxide/oxygen or a com-
bination of a medication and nitrous oxide/oxygen for the purpose of inducing anxiolysis or minimal
sedation consistent with the Board's regulations.

2011, c. 526.

§ 54.1-2710. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2005, cc. 505 and 587, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2711. Practice of dentistry.
A. Any person shall be deemed to be practicing dentistry who (i) uses the words dentist, or dental sur-
geon, the letters D.D.S., D.M.D., or any letters or title in connection with his name, which in any way
represents him as engaged in the practice of dentistry; (ii) holds himself out, advertises, or permits to
be advertised that he can or will perform dental operations of any kind; (iii) diagnoses, treats, or pro-
fesses to diagnose or treat any of the diseases or lesions of the oral cavity, its contents, or contiguous
structures; or (iv) extracts teeth, corrects malpositions of the teeth or jaws, takes or causes to be taken
digital scans or impressions for the fabrication of appliances or dental prosthesis, supplies or repairs
artificial teeth as substitutes for natural teeth, or places in the mouth and adjusts such substitutes. Tak-
ing impressions for mouth guards that may be self-fabricated or obtained over-the-counter does not
constitute the practice of dentistry.

B. No person shall practice dentistry unless a bona fide dentist-patient relationship is established in
person or through teledentistry. A bona fide dentist-patient relationship shall exist if the dentist has (i)
obtained or caused to be obtained a health and dental history of the patient; (ii) performed or caused
to be performed an appropriate examination of the patient, either physically, through use of instru-
mentation and diagnostic equipment through which digital scans, photographs, images, and dental
records are able to be transmitted electronically, or through use of face-to-face interactive two-way
real-time communications services or store-and-forward technologies; (iii) provided information to the
patient about the services to be performed; and (iv) initiated additional diagnostic tests or referrals as
needed. In cases in which a dentist is providing teledentistry, the examination required by clause (ii)
shall not be required if the patient has been examined in person by a dentist licensed by the Board
within the six months prior to the initiation of teledentistry and the patient's dental records of such
examination have been reviewed by the dentist providing teledentistry.

C. No person shall deliver dental services through teledentistry unless he holds a license to practice
dentistry in the Commonwealth issued by the Board and has established written or electronic pro-
tocols for the practice of teledentistry that include (i) methods to ensure that patients are fully informed
about services provided through the use of teledentistry, including obtaining informed consent; (ii) safe-
guards to ensure compliance with all state and federal laws and regulations related to the privacy of
health information; (iii) documentation of all dental services provided to a patient through teledentistry,
including the full name, address, telephone number, and Virginia license number of the dentist provid-
ing such dental services; (iv) procedures for providing in-person services or for the referral of patients
requiring dental services that cannot be provided by teledentistry to another dentist licensed to
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practice dentistry in the Commonwealth who actually practices dentistry in an area of the Com-
monwealth the patient can readily access; (v) provisions for the use of appropriate encryption when
transmitting patient health information via teledentistry; and (vi) any other provisions required by the
Board. A dentist who delivers dental services using teledentistry shall, upon request of the patient,
provide health records to the patient or a dentist of record in a timely manner in accordance with §
32.1-127.1:03 and any other applicable federal or state laws or regulations. All patients receiving
dental services through teledentistry shall have the right to speak or communicate with the dentist
providing such services upon request.

D. Dental services delivered through use of teledentistry shall (i) be consistent with the standard of
care as set forth in § 8.01-581.20, including when the standard of care requires the use of diagnostic
testing or performance of a physical examination, and (ii) comply with the requirements of this chapter
and the regulations of the Board.

E. In cases in which teledentistry is provided to a patient who has a dentist of record but has not had a
dental wellness examination in the six months prior to the initiation of teledentistry, the dentist provid-
ing teledentistry shall recommend that the patient schedule a dental wellness examination. If a patient
to whom teledentistry is provided does not have a dentist of record, the dentist shall provide or cause
to be provided to the patient options for referrals for obtaining a dental wellness examination.

F. No dentist shall be supervised within the scope of the practice of dentistry by any person who is not
a licensed dentist.

Code 1950, § 54-146; 1972, c. 805; 1988, c. 765; 2020, cc. 37, 220.

§ 54.1-2711.1. Temporary licenses to persons enrolled in advanced dental education programs;
Board regulations.
A. Upon recommendation by the dean of the school of dentistry or the dental program director, the
Board may issue a temporary annual license to practice dentistry to persons enrolled in advanced
dental education programs and persons serving as dental interns, residents or post-doctoral certificate
or degree candidates in hospitals or schools of dentistry that maintain dental intern, residency or post-
doctoral programs accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental
Association. Such license shall expire upon the holder's graduation, withdrawal or termination from
the relevant program.

B. Temporary licenses issued pursuant to this section shall authorize the licensee to perform patient
care activities associated with the program in which he is enrolled that take place only within edu-
cational facilities owned or operated by, or affiliated with, the dental school or program. Temporary
licenses issued pursuant to this section shall not authorize a licensee to practice dentistry in non-
affiliated clinics or private practice settings.

C. The Board may prescribe such regulations not in conflict with existing law and require such reports
from any hospital or the school of dentistry operating an accredited advanced dental education pro-
gram in the Commonwealth as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.
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2004, c. 754; 2012, cc. 20, 116.

§ 54.1-2711.2. Botulinum toxin injections.
In addition to the possession and administration of botulinum toxin injections for dental purposes, a
dentist may possess and administer botulinum toxin injections for cosmetic purposes, provided that
the dentist has completed training and continuing education in the administration of botulinum toxin
injections for cosmetic purposes, as deemed appropriate by the Board.

2023, c. 413.

§ 54.1-2712. Permissible practices.
The following activities shall be permissible:

1. Dental assistants or dental hygienists aiding or assisting licensed dentists, or dental assistants aid-
ing or assisting dental hygienists under the general supervision of a dentist in accordance with reg-
ulations promulgated pursuant to § 54.1-2729.01;

2. The performance of mechanical work on inanimate objects only, for licensed dentists, by any per-
son employed in or operating a dental laboratory;

3. Dental students who are enrolled in accredited D.D.S. or D.M.D. degree programs performing
dental operations, under the direction of competent instructors (i) within a dental school or college,
dental department of an institution of higher education, or other dental facility within an institution of
higher education that is accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Department of
Education; (ii) in a dental clinic operated by a nonprofit organization providing indigent care; (iii) in gov-
ernmental or indigent care clinics in which the student is assigned to practice during his final aca-
demic year rotations; (iv) in a private dental office for a limited time during the student's final academic
year when under the direct tutorial supervision of a licensed dentist holding appointment on the dental
faculty of the school in which the student is enrolled; or (v) practicing dental hygiene in a private dental
office under the direct supervision of a licensed dentist holding appointment on the dental faculty of
the school in which the student is enrolled;

4. A licensed dentist from another state or country appearing as a clinician for demonstrating technical
procedures before a dental society or organization, convention, or dental college, or performing his
duties in connection with a specific case on which he may have been called to the Commonwealth;

5. Dental hygiene students enrolled in an accredited dental hygiene program performing dental
hygiene practices as a requisite of the program, under the direction of competent instructors, as
defined by regulations of the Board of Dentistry, (i) within a dental hygiene program in a dental school
or college, or department thereof, or other dental facility within an institution of higher education that is
accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education; (ii) in a dental
clinic operated by a nonprofit organization providing indigent care; (iii) in a governmental or indigent
care clinic in which the student is assigned to practice during his final academic year rotations; or (iv)
in a private dental office for a limited time during the student's final academic year when under the dir-
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ect supervision of a licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist holding appointment on the dental
faculty of the school in which the student is enrolled; and

6. A graduate of an accredited dental program or a graduate of an accredited dental hygiene program
engaging in clinical practice under the supervision of a licensed faculty member, but only while par-
ticipating in a continuing education course offered by a dental program or dental hygiene program
accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association.

Code 1950, § 54-147; 1970, c. 639; 1972, c. 805; 1975, c. 479; 1985, c. 373; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c.
131; 1994, c. 749; 2004, c. 754; 2005, cc. 505, 587; 2008, cc. 84, 264; 2012, cc. 20, 116.

§ 54.1-2712.1. Restricted volunteer license for certain dentists.
A. The Board may issue a restricted volunteer license to a dentist who:

1. Held an unrestricted license in Virginia or another state as a licensee in good standing at the time
the license expired or became inactive;

2. Is volunteering for a public health or community free clinic that provides dental services to pop-
ulations of underserved people;

3. Has fulfilled the Board's requirement related to knowledge of the laws and regulations governing
the practice of dentistry in Virginia;

4. Has not failed a clinical examination within the past five years; and

5. Has had at least five years of clinical practice.

B. A person holding a restricted volunteer license under this section shall:

1. Only practice in public health or community free clinics that provide dental services to underserved
populations;

2. Only treat patients who have been screened by the approved clinic and are eligible for treatment;

3. Attest on a form provided by the Board that he will not receive remuneration directly or indirectly for
providing dental services; and

4. Not be required to complete continuing education in order to renew such a license.

C. If a dentist with a restricted volunteer license issued under this section has not held an active, unres-
tricted license and been engaged in active practice within the past five years, he shall only practice
dentistry and perform dental procedures if a dentist with an unrestricted Virginia license, volunteering
at the clinic, reviews the quality of care rendered by the dentist with the restricted volunteer license at
least every 30 days.

D. A restricted voluntary license granted pursuant to this section shall expire on the June 30 of the
second year after its issuance, or shall terminate when the supervising dentist withdraws his spon-
sorship. Such license may be renewed annually in accordance with regulations promulgated by the
Board.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?941+ful+CHAP0749
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0754
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0505
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0587
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0084
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0264
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0020
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0116


E. A dentist holding a restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to this section is subject to the pro-
visions of this chapter, the regulations promulgated under this chapter, and the disciplinary regulations
which apply to all dentists practicing in Virginia.

1997, c. 719; 1998, c. 326; 2005, cc. 505, 587.

§ 54.1-2713. (Effective until July 1, 2025) Licenses to teach dentistry; renewals.
A. Upon payment of the prescribed fee and provided that no grounds exist to deny licensure pursuant
to § 54.1-2706, the Board may grant, without examination, a faculty license to teach dentistry in a
dental program accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Asso-
ciation to any applicant who meets one of the following qualifications:

1. Is a graduate of a dental school or college or the dental department of an institution of higher edu-
cation, has a current unrestricted license to practice dentistry in at least one other United States jur-
isdiction, and has never been licensed to practice dentistry in the Commonwealth;

2. Is a graduate of a dental school or college or the dental department of an institution of higher edu-
cation, has completed an advanced dental education program accredited by the Commission on
Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association, and has never been licensed to practice
dentistry in the Commonwealth; or

3. Is a graduate of a dental school or college or the dental department of an institution of higher edu-
cation in a foreign country and has been granted a certification letter from the dean or program director
of an accredited dental program confirming that the applicant has clinical competency and clinical
experience that meet the credentialing standards of the dental school with which the applicant is to be
affiliated.

B. The dean or program director of the accredited dental program shall provide to the Board veri-
fication that the applicant is being hired by the program and shall include an assessment of the applic-
ant's clinical competency and clinical experience that qualifies the applicant for a faculty license.

C. The holder of a license issued pursuant to this section shall be entitled to perform all activities that
a person licensed to practice dentistry would be entitled to perform and that are part of his faculty
duties, including all patient care activities associated with teaching, research, and the delivery of
patient care, which take place only within educational facilities owned or operated by or affiliated with
the dental school or program. A licensee who is qualified based on educational requirements for a spe-
cialty board certification shall only practice in the specialty for which he is qualified. A license issued
pursuant to this section shall not authorize the holder to practice dentistry in nonaffiliated clinics or in
private practice settings.

D. Any license issued under this section shall expire on June 30 of the second year after its issuance
or shall terminate when the licensee leaves employment at the accredited dental program. Such
license may be renewed annually thereafter as long as the accredited program certifies to the
licensee's continuing employment.
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1975, c. 479, § 54-175.1; 1976, c. 327; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 505, 587; 2012, cc. 20, 116; 2022, c.
145.

§ 54.1-2713. (Effective July 1, 2025) Licenses to teach dentistry; renewals.
A. Upon payment of the prescribed fee and provided that no grounds exist to deny licensure pursuant
to § 54.1-2706, the Board may grant, without examination, a faculty license to teach dentistry in a
dental program accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Asso-
ciation to any applicant who meets one of the following qualifications:

1. Is a graduate of a dental school or college or the dental department of an institution of higher edu-
cation, has a current unrestricted license to practice dentistry in at least one other United States jur-
isdiction, and has never been licensed to practice dentistry in the Commonwealth;

2. Is a graduate of a dental school or college or the dental department of an institution of higher edu-
cation, has completed an advanced dental education program accredited by the Commission on
Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association, and has never been licensed to practice
dentistry in the Commonwealth; or

3. Is a graduate of a dental school or college or the dental department of an institution of higher edu-
cation in a foreign country and has been granted a certification letter from the dean or program director
of an accredited dental program confirming that the applicant has clinical competency and clinical
experience that meet the credentialing standards of the dental school with which the applicant is to be
affiliated.

B. The dean or program director of the accredited dental program shall provide to the Board veri-
fication that the applicant is being hired by the program and shall include an assessment of the applic-
ant's clinical competency and clinical experience that qualifies the applicant for a faculty license.

C. The holder of a license issued pursuant to this section shall be entitled to perform all activities that
a person licensed to practice dentistry would be entitled to perform and that are part of his faculty
duties, including all patient care activities associated with teaching, research, and the delivery of
patient care, which take place only within educational facilities owned or operated by or affiliated with
the dental school or program. A licensee who is qualified based on educational requirements for a spe-
cialty board certification shall only practice in the specialty for which he is qualified. A license issued
pursuant to this section shall not authorize the holder to practice dentistry in nonaffiliated clinics or in
private practice settings.

D. Any license issued under this section shall expire on June 30 of the second year after its issuance
or shall terminate when the licensee leaves employment at the accredited dental program. Such
license may be renewed annually thereafter as long as the accredited program certifies to the
licensee's continuing employment.

1975, c. 479, § 54-175.1; 1976, c. 327; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 505, 587; 2012, cc. 20, 116; 2022, c.
145.

§ 54.1-2714. Restricted licenses to teach dentistry for foreign dentists.
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A. The Board may grant, without examination, a restricted license for a temporary appointment to
teach dentistry at a dental school in this Commonwealth to any person who:

1. Is a resident of a foreign country;

2. Is licensed to practice dentistry in a foreign country;

3. Holds a faculty appointment in a dental school in a foreign country;

4. Is a graduate of a foreign dental school or college or the dental department of a foreign institution of
higher education;

5. Is not licensed to practice dentistry in Virginia;

6. Has not failed an examination for a license to practice dentistry in this Commonwealth;

7. Has received a temporary appointment to the faculty of a dental school in this Commonwealth to
teach dentistry;

8. Is, in the opinion of the Board, qualified to teach dentistry; and

9. Submits a completed application, the supporting documents the Board deems necessary to determ-
ine his qualifications, and the prescribed fee.

B. A restricted license shall entitle the licensee to perform all operations which a person licensed to
practice dentistry may perform but only for the purpose of teaching. No person granted a restricted
license shall practice dentistry intramurally or privately or receive fees for his services.

C. A restricted license granted pursuant to this section shall expire 24 months from the date of issu-
ance and may not be renewed or reissued.

1977, c. 349, § 54-175.2; 1988, c. 765; 2012, cc. 20, 116.

§ 54.1-2714.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 20 and 116, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2715. Temporary permits for certain clinicians.
A. The Board may issue a temporary permit to a graduate of a dental school or college or the dental
department of an institution of higher education, who (i) has a D.D.S. or D.M.D. degree and is oth-
erwise qualified, (ii) is not licensed to practice dentistry in Virginia, and (iii) has not failed an exam-
ination for a license to practice dentistry in the Commonwealth. Such temporary permits may be
issued only to those eligible graduates who serve as clinicians in dental clinics operated by (a) the Vir-
ginia Department of Corrections, (b) the Virginia Department of Health, (c) the Virginia Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, or (d) a Virginia charitable corporation granted tax-
exempt status under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and operating as a clinic for the indi-
gent and uninsured that is organized for the delivery of primary health care services: (i) as a federal
qualified health center designated by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services or (ii) at a
reduced or sliding fee scale or without charge.
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B. Applicants for temporary permits shall be certified to the executive director of the Board by the Dir-
ector of the Department of Corrections, the Commissioner of Health, the Commissioner of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services, or the chief executive officer of a Virginia charitable corporation
identified in subsection A. The holder of such a temporary permit shall not be entitled to receive any
fee or other compensation other than salary. Such permits shall be valid for no more than two years
and shall expire on the June 30 of the second year after their issuance, or shall terminate when the
holder ceases to serve as a clinician with the certifying agency or charitable corporation. Such permits
may be reissued annually or may be revoked at any time for cause. Reissuance or revocation of a tem-
porary permit is in the discretion of the Board.

C. Dentists licensed pursuant to this chapter may practice as employees of the dental clinics operated
as specified in subsection A.

Code 1950, § 54-152; 1968, c. 604; 1970, c. 639; 1972, c. 805; 1975, c. 479; 1976, c. 327; 1985, c.
373; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 549; 2004, c. 48; 2005, cc. 505, 587; 2006, c. 176; 2009, cc. 813, 840.

§ 54.1-2716. Practicing in a commercial or mercantile establishment.
It shall be unlawful for any dentist to practice his profession in a commercial or mercantile estab-
lishment, or to advertise, either in person or through any commercial or mercantile establishment, that
he is a licensed practitioner and is practicing or will practice dentistry in such commercial or mer-
cantile establishment. This section shall not prohibit the rendering of professional services to the
officers and employees of any person, firm or corporation by a dentist, whether or not the com-
pensation for such service is paid by the officers and employees, or by the employer, or jointly by all or
any of them. Any dentist who violates any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor.

For the purposes of this section, the term "commercial or mercantile establishment" means a business
enterprise engaged in the selling of commodities or services unrelated to the practice of dentistry or
the other healing arts.

Code 1950, § 54-147.1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2717. Practice of dentistry by professional business entities.
A. No corporation shall be formed or foreign corporation domesticated in the Commonwealth for the
purpose of practicing dentistry other than a professional corporation as permitted by Chapter 7 (§ 13.1-
542.1 et seq.) of Title 13.1.

B. No limited liability company shall be organized or foreign limited liability company domesticated in
the Commonwealth for the purpose of practicing dentistry other than a professional limited liability
company as permitted by Chapter 13 (§ 13.1-1100 et seq.) of Title 13.1.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections A and B, dentists licensed pursuant to this chapter
may practice as employees of the dental clinics operated as specified in subsection A of § 54.1-2715.

Code 1950, § 54-183; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 574; 2004, c. 48; 2022, c. 234.
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§ 54.1-2718. Practicing under firm or assumed name.
A. No person shall practice, offer to practice, or hold himself out as practicing dentistry, under a name
other than his own. This section shall not prohibit the practice of dentistry by a partnership under a firm
name, or a licensed dentist from practicing dentistry as the employee of a licensed dentist, practicing
under his own name or under a firm name, or as the employee of a professional corporation, or as a
member, manager, employee, or agent of a professional limited liability company or as the employee
of a dental clinic operated as specified in subsection A of § 54.1-2715.

B. A dentist, partnership, professional corporation, or professional limited liability company that owns
a dental practice may adopt a trade name for that practice so long as the trade name meets the fol-
lowing requirements:

1. The trade name incorporates one or more of the following: (i) a geographic location, e.g., to include,
but not be limited to, a street name, shopping center, neighborhood, city, or county location; (ii) type of
practice; or (iii) a derivative of the dentist's name.

2. Derivatives of American Dental Association approved specialty board certifications may be used to
describe the type of practice if one or more dentists in the practice are certified in the specialty or if the
specialty name is accompanied by the conspicuous disclosure that services are provided by a general
dentist in every advertising medium in which the trade name is used.

3. The trade name is used in conjunction with either (i) the name of the dentist or (ii) the name of the
partnership, professional corporation, or professional limited liability company that owns the practice.
The owner's name shall be conspicuously displayed along with the trade name used for the practice
in all advertisements in any medium.

4. Marquee signage, web page addresses, and email addresses are not considered to be advert-
isements and may be limited to the trade name adopted for the practice.

Code 1950, § 54-184; 1970, c. 639; 1975, c. 479; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 574; 2004, c. 48; 2005, cc.
505, 587.

§ 54.1-2719. Persons engaged in construction and repair of appliances.
A. Licensed dentists may employ or engage the services of any person, firm, or corporation to con-
struct or repair an appliance, extraorally, in accordance with a written or digital work order. Any appli-
ance constructed or repaired by a person, firm, or corporation pursuant to this section shall be
evaluated and reviewed by the licensed dentist who submitted the written or digital work order, or a
licensed dentist in the same dental practice. A person, firm, or corporation so employed or engaged
shall not be considered to be practicing dentistry. No such person, firm, or corporation shall perform
any direct dental service for a patient, but they may assist a dentist in the selection of shades for the
matching of prosthetic devices when the dentist sends the patient to them with a written or digital work
order.

B. Any licensed dentist who employs the services of any person, firm, or corporation not working in a
dental office under the dentist's direct supervision to construct or repair an appliance extraorally shall
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furnish such person, firm, or corporation with a written or digital work order on forms prescribed by the
Board, which shall, at minimum, contain (i) the name and address of the person, firm, or corporation;
(ii) the patient's name or initials or an identification number; (iii) the date the work order was written;
(iv) a description of the work to be done, including diagrams, if necessary; (v) specification of the type
and quality of materials to be used; and (vi) the signature and address of the dentist.

The person, firm, or corporation shall retain the original written work order or an electronic copy of a
digital work order, and the dentist shall retain a duplicate of the written work order or an electronic
copy of a digital work order, for three years.

C. If the person, firm, or corporation receives a written or digital work order from a licensed dentist, a
written disclosure and subwork order shall be furnished to the dentist on forms prescribed by the
Board, which shall, at minimum, contain (i) the name and address of the person, firm, or corporation
and subcontractor; (ii) a number identifying the subwork order with the original work order; (iii) the date
any subwork order was written; (iv) a description of the work to be done and the work to be done by
the subcontractor, including diagrams or digital files, if necessary; (v) a specification of the type and
quality of materials to be used; and (vi) the signature of the person issuing the disclosure and subwork
order.

The subcontractor shall retain the subwork order, and the issuer shall retain a duplicate of the sub-
work order, which shall be attached to the work order received from the licensed dentist, for three
years.

D. No person, firm, or corporation engaged in the construction or repair of appliances shall refuse to
allow the Board or its agents to inspect the files of work orders or subwork orders during ordinary busi-
ness hours.

1962, c. 45, § 54-147.2; 1972, c. 805; 1988, c. 765; 2020, cc. 37, 220.

§ 54.1-2720. Display of name of practitioner.
Every person practicing dentistry under a firm name, and every person practicing dentistry as an
employee of another licensed dentist shall conspicuously display his name at the entrance of the
office. Any licensed dentist who fails to display his name shall be subject to disciplinary action by the
Board.

Code 1950, § 54-186; 1972, c. 805; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 505, 587.

§ 54.1-2721. Display of license.
Every person practicing dentistry in this Commonwealth shall display his license in his office in plain
view of patients. Any person practicing dentistry without having his license on display shall be subject
to disciplinary action by the Board.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to any dentist while he is serving as a volunteer provid-
ing dental services in an underserved area of the Commonwealth under the auspices of a Virginia
charitable corporation granted tax-exempt status under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and
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operating as a clinic for the indigent and uninsured that is organized for the delivery of primary health
care services.

Code 1950, § 54-197; 1972, c. 805; 1988, c. 765; 2006, c. 823.

Article 3 - Licensure of Dental Hygienists

§ 54.1-2722. License; application; qualifications; practice of dental hygiene; report.
A. No person shall practice dental hygiene unless he possesses a current, active, and valid license
from the Board of Dentistry. The licensee shall have the right to practice dental hygiene in the Com-
monwealth for the period of his license as set by the Board, under the direction of any licensed dentist.

B. An application for such license shall be made to the Board in writing and shall be accompanied by
satisfactory proof that the applicant (i) is of good moral character, (ii) is a graduate of a dental hygiene
program accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation and offered by an accredited insti-
tution of higher education, (iii) has passed the dental hygiene examination given by the Joint Com-
mission on National Dental Examinations, and (iv) has successfully completed a clinical examination
acceptable to the Board.

C. The Board may grant a license to practice dental hygiene to an applicant licensed to practice in
another jurisdiction if he (i) meets the requirements of subsection B; (ii) holds a current, unrestricted
license to practice dental hygiene in another jurisdiction in the United States; (iii) has not committed
any act that would constitute grounds for denial as set forth in § 54.1-2706; and (iv) meets other qual-
ifications as determined in regulations promulgated by the Board.

D. A licensed dental hygienist may, under the direction or general supervision of a licensed dentist
and subject to the regulations of the Board, perform services that are educational, diagnostic, thera-
peutic, or preventive. These services shall not include the establishment of a final diagnosis or treat-
ment plan for a dental patient. Pursuant to subsection V of § 54.1-3408, a licensed dental hygienist
may administer topical oral fluorides under an oral or written order or a standing protocol issued by a
dentist or a doctor of medicine or osteopathic medicine.

A dentist may also authorize a dental hygienist under his direction to administer Schedule VI nitrous
oxide and oxygen inhalation analgesia and, to persons 18 years of age or older, Schedule VI local
anesthesia. In its regulations, the Board of Dentistry shall establish the education and training require-
ments for dental hygienists to administer such controlled substances under a dentist's direction.

For the purposes of this section, "general supervision" means that a dentist has evaluated the patient
and prescribed authorized services to be provided by a dental hygienist; however, the dentist need not
be present in the facility while the authorized services are being provided.

The Board shall provide for an inactive license for those dental hygienists who hold a current, unres-
tricted license to practice in the Commonwealth at the time of application for an inactive license and
who do not wish to practice in Virginia. The Board shall promulgate such regulations as may be neces-
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sary to carry out the provisions of this section, including requirements for remedial education to activ-
ate a license.

E. For the purposes of this subsection, "remote supervision" means that a public health dentist has reg-
ular, periodic communications with a public health dental hygienist regarding patient treatment, but
such dentist may not have conducted an initial examination of the patients who are to be seen and
treated by the dental hygienist and may not be present with the dental hygienist when dental hygiene
services are being provided.

Notwithstanding any provision of law, a dental hygienist employed by the Virginia Department of
Health or the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services who holds a license
issued by the Board of Dentistry may provide educational and preventative dental care in the Com-
monwealth under the remote supervision of a dentist employed by the Department of Health or the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services. A dental hygienist providing such ser-
vices shall practice pursuant to protocols developed jointly by the Department of Health and the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services for each agency, in consultation with
the Virginia Dental Association and the Virginia Dental Hygienists' Association. Such protocols shall
be adopted by the Board as regulations.

A report of services provided by dental hygienists employed by the Virginia Department of Health pur-
suant to such protocol, including their impact upon the oral health of the citizens of the Com-
monwealth, shall be prepared and submitted annually to the Secretary of Health and Human
Resources by the Department of Health, and a report of services provided by dental hygienists
employed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services shall be prepared
and submitted annually to the Secretary of Health and Human Resources by the Department of Beha-
vioral Health and Developmental Services. Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize or
establish the independent practice of dental hygiene.

F. For the purposes of this subsection, "remote supervision" means that a supervising dentist is
accessible and available for communication and consultation with a dental hygienist during the deliv-
ery of dental hygiene services, but such dentist may not have conducted an initial examination of the
patients who are to be seen and treated by the dental hygienist and may not be present with the dental
hygienist when dental hygiene services are being provided.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a dental hygienist may practice dental hygiene under the
remote supervision of a dentist who holds an active license by the Board and who has a dental prac-
tice physically located in the Commonwealth. No dental hygienist shall practice under remote super-
vision unless he has (i) completed a continuing education course designed to develop the
competencies needed to provide care under remote supervision offered by an accredited dental edu-
cation program or from a continuing education provider approved by the Board and (ii) at least two
years of clinical experience, consisting of at least 2,500 hours of clinical experience. A dental hygien-
ist practicing under remote supervision shall have professional liability insurance with policy limits



acceptable to the supervising dentist. A dental hygienist shall only practice under remote supervision
at a federally qualified health center; charitable safety net facility; free clinic; long-term care facility; ele-
mentary or secondary school; Head Start program; mobile dentistry program for adults with devel-
opmental disabilities operated by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services'
Office of Integrated Health; or women, infants, and children (WIC) program.

A dental hygienist practicing under remote supervision may (a) obtain a patient's treatment history and
consent, (b) perform an oral assessment, (c) perform scaling and polishing, (d) perform all educational
and preventative services, (e) take X-rays as ordered by the supervising dentist or consistent with a
standing order, (f) maintain appropriate documentation in the patient's chart, (g) administer topical oral
fluorides, topical oral anesthetics, topical and directly applied antimicrobial agents for treatment of peri-
odontal pocket lesions, and any other Schedule VI topical drug approved by the Board of Dentistry
under an oral or written order or a standing protocol issued by a dentist or a doctor of medicine or
osteopathic medicine pursuant to subsection V of § 54.1-3408, and (h) perform any other service
ordered by the supervising dentist or required by statute or Board regulation. No dental hygienist prac-
ticing under remote supervision shall administer local anesthetic or nitrous oxide.

Prior to providing a patient dental hygiene services, a dental hygienist practicing under remote super-
vision shall obtain (1) the patient's or the patient's legal representative's signature on a statement dis-
closing that the delivery of dental hygiene services under remote supervision is not a substitute for the
need for regular dental examinations by a dentist and (2) verbal confirmation from the patient that he
does not have a dentist of record whom he is seeing regularly.

After conducting an initial oral assessment of a patient, a dental hygienist practicing under remote
supervision may provide further dental hygiene services following a written practice protocol
developed and provided by the supervising dentist. Such written practice protocol shall consider, at a
minimum, the medical complexity of the patient and the presenting signs and symptoms of oral dis-
ease.

A dental hygienist practicing under remote supervision shall inform the supervising dentist of all find-
ings for a patient. A dental hygienist practicing under remote supervision may continue to treat a
patient for 90 days. After such 90-day period, the supervising dentist, absent emergent circumstances,
shall either conduct an examination of the patient or refer the patient to another dentist to conduct an
examination. The supervising dentist shall develop a diagnosis and treatment plan for the patient, and
either the supervising dentist or the dental hygienist shall provide the treatment plan to the patient.
The supervising dentist shall review a patient's records at least once every 10 months.

Nothing in this subsection shall prevent a dental hygienist from practicing dental hygiene under gen-
eral supervision whether as an employee or as a volunteer.

1950, pp. 983-985, §§ 54-200.2, 54-200.4, 54-200.7 through 54-200.9, 54-200.11; 1968, c. 604; 1970,
c. 639; 1972, cc. 805, 824; 1973, c. 391; 1975, c. 479; 1976, c. 327; 1986, c. 178; 1988, c. 765; 1990,



c. 441; 1997, c. 855; 2002, c. 170; 2005, cc. 505, 587; 2006, c. 858; 2007, c. 702; 2009, cc. 99, 506,
561; 2011, c. 289; 2012, c. 102; 2013, c. 240; 2016, c. 497; 2017, c. 410; 2019, cc. 86, 431.

§ 54.1-2723. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2005, cc. 505 and 587, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2724. Limitations on the employment of dental hygienists.
The Board shall determine by regulation the total number of dental hygienists, including dental hygien-
ists under general supervision and dental hygienists under remote supervision, who may work at one
time for a dentist. No dentist shall employ more than two dental hygienists who practice under remote
supervision at one time. The State Board of Health may employ the necessary number of hygienists in
public school dental clinics, subject to regulations of the Board.

1950, p. 984, § 54-200.6; 1972, c. 805; 1978, c. 247; 1988, c. 765; 2016, c. 497.

§ 54.1-2725. Faculty licenses to teach dental hygiene; renewals.
A. Upon payment of the prescribed fee, the Board shall grant, without examination, a license to teach
dental hygiene to any applicant who (i) is a graduate of a dental hygiene school or college or the
dental hygiene department of an institution of higher education accredited by the Commission of
Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association; (ii) has a B.S., B.A., A.B., or M.S. degree and
is otherwise qualified; (iii) is not licensed to practice dental hygiene; and (iv) has a license to practice
dental hygiene in at least one other United States jurisdiction.

B. The dean or program director of the accredited dental hygiene program shall provide to the Board
verification that the applicant is being hired by the program and shall include an assessment of the
applicant's clinical competency and clinical experience that qualifies the applicant for a faculty
license.

C. The holder of a license issued pursuant to this section shall be entitled to perform all activities that
a person licensed to practice dental hygiene would be entitled to perform that are part of his faculty
duties, including all patient care activities associated with teaching, research, and the delivery of
patient care that take place only within educational facilities owned or operated by or affiliated with the
dental school or program. A license issued pursuant to this section does not entitle the holder to prac-
tice dental hygiene in nonaffiliated clinics or other private practice settings.

D. Any license issued under this section shall expire on June 30 of the second year after its issuance
or shall terminate when the licensee leaves employment at the accredited dental program. Such
license may be renewed annually thereafter as long as the accredited program certifies to the
licensee's continuing employment.

1975, c. 479, § 54-175.1; 1976, c. 327; 1988, c. 765; 2012, cc. 20, 116.

§ 54.1-2726. Temporary permits for certain hygienists.
A. The Board may issue a temporary permit to a graduate of an accredited dental hygiene program
who is otherwise qualified, has not held a license to practice dental hygiene in Virginia, and has not
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failed an examination for a license to practice dental hygiene in the Commonwealth. Such temporary
permits shall be issued only to those eligible graduates who serve in the Department of Health or the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services in a dental clinic operated by the Com-
monwealth or in a Virginia charitable corporation granted tax-exempt status under § 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code and operated as a clinic for the indigent and uninsured that is organized for
the delivery of primary health care services: (i) as a federally qualified health center designated by the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) or (ii) at a reduced or sliding fee scale or without
charge.

B. Applicants for temporary permits shall be certified to the executive director of the Board by the Com-
missioner of Health or the Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services or the
chief executive officer of a Virginia charitable corporation pursuant to subsection A. The holder of such
permit shall not be entitled to receive any fee or compensation other than salary. Such permits shall
be valid for no more than two years and shall expire on the June 30 of the second year after their issu-
ance, or shall terminate when the holder ceases to be employed by the certifying agency. Such per-
mits may be reissued annually or may be revoked at any time for cause. Reissuance or revocation of a
temporary permit is in the discretion of the Board.

The holder of a temporary permit shall function under the direction of a dentist.

Code 1950, § 54-152; 1968, c. 604; 1970, c. 639; 1972, c. 805; 1975, c. 479; 1976, c. 327; 1985, c.
373; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 505, 587; 2009, cc. 813, 840.

§ 54.1-2726.1. Restricted volunteer license for certain dental hygienists.
A. The Board may issue a restricted volunteer license to a dental hygienist who:

1. Held an unrestricted license in Virginia or another state as a licensee in good standing at the time
the license expired or became inactive;

2. Is sponsored and supervised by a dentist who holds an unrestricted license in the Commonwealth;

3. Is volunteering for a public health or community free clinic that provides dental services to pop-
ulations of underserved people;

4. Has fulfilled the Board's requirement related to knowledge of the laws and regulations governing
the practice of dentistry in Virginia;

5. Has not failed a clinical examination within the past five years; and

6. Has had at least five years of clinical practice.

B. A person holding a restricted volunteer license under this section shall:

1. Only practice in public health or community free clinics that provide dental hygiene services to
underserved populations;

2. Only treat patients who have been screened by the approved clinic and are eligible for treatment;
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3. Attest on a form provided by the Board that he will not receive remuneration directly or indirectly for
providing dental hygiene services; and

4. Not be required to complete continuing education in order to renew such a license.

C. A dental hygienist with a restricted volunteer license issued under this section shall only practice
dental hygiene under the direction of a dentist with an unrestricted license in Virginia.

D. A restricted voluntary license granted pursuant to this section shall expire on the June 30 of the
second year after its issuance, or shall terminate when the supervising dentist withdraws his spon-
sorship. Such license may be renewed annually thereafter as long as the supervising dentist con-
tinues to sponsor the licensee.

E. A dental hygienist holding a restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to this section is subject to
the provisions of this chapter, the regulations promulgated under this chapter, and the disciplinary reg-
ulations which apply to all dental hygienists practicing in Virginia.

1997, c. 719; 1998, c. 326; 2005, cc. 505, 587.

§ 54.1-2727. Display of license.
Every person practicing dental hygiene shall at all times display his license in a conspicuous place in
his office in plain view of patients.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to any dental hygienist while he is serving as a volunteer
providing dental hygiene services in an underserved area of the Commonwealth under the auspices
of a Virginia charitable corporation granted tax-exempt status under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code and operating as a clinic for the indigent and uninsured that is organized for the delivery of
primary health care services.

1950, p. 985, § 54-200.14; 1972, c. 805; 1988, c. 765; 2006, c. 823.

§ 54.1-2728. Grounds for revocation or suspension.
The Board may revoke or suspend the license of any dental hygienist for any of the causes set forth in
§ 54.1-2706, insofar as applicable to the practice of dental hygiene.

1950, p. 986, § 54-200.18; 1972, c. 805; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 505, 587.

§ 54.1-2729. Continuing education.
The Board shall promulgate regulations requiring continuing education for any dental hygienist
license renewal or reinstatement. The Board may grant exceptions or exemptions from these con-
tinuing education requirements.

1993, c. 555; 1997, c. 3; 2004, c. 137; 2005, cc. 505, 587.

Article 4 - PRACTICE OF DENTAL ASSISTANTS

§ 54.1-2729.01. Practice of dental assistants.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0719
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0326
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0505
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0587
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0823
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2706/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0505
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0587
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0003
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0137
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0505
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0587


A. A person who is employed to assist a licensed dentist or dental hygienist by performing duties not
otherwise restricted to the practice of a dentist, dental hygienist, or dental assistant II, as prescribed in
regulations promulgated by the Board may practice as a dental assistant I.

B. A person who (i) has met the educational and training requirements prescribed by the Board; (ii)
holds a certification from a credentialing organization recognized by the American Dental Association;
and (iii) has met any other qualifications for registration as prescribed in regulations promulgated by
the Board may practice as a dental assistant II. A dental assistant II may perform duties not otherwise
restricted to the practice of a dentist or dental hygienist under the direction of a licensed dentist that
are reversible, intraoral procedures specified in regulations promulgated by the Board.

2008, cc. 84, 264.

Chapter 27.01 - Dialysis Patient Care Technicians

§ 54.1-2729.1. Scope of chapter.
This chapter shall not preclude or affect the ability of unregulated persons to perform services relating
to the technical elements of dialysis, such as equipment maintenance and preparation of dialyzers for
reuse by the same patient.

2003, c. 995.

§ 54.1-2729.2. Dialysis patient care technician; definition.
"Dialysis patient care technician" or "dialysis care technician" means a person who has obtained cer-
tification from an organization approved by the Board of Health Professions to provide, under the
supervision of a licensed practitioner of medicine or a registered nurse, direct care to patients under-
going renal dialysis treatments in a Medicare-certified renal dialysis facility. Such direct care may
include, but need not be limited to, the administration of heparin, topical needle site anesthetics, dia-
lysis solutions, sterile normal saline solution, and blood volumizers in accordance with the order of a
licensed physician, an advanced practice registered nurse, or a physician assistant. However, a per-
son who has completed a training program in dialysis patient care may engage in provisional practice
to obtain practical experience in providing direct patient care under direct and immediate supervision
in accordance with § 54.1-3408, until he has taken and received the results of any examination
required by a certifying organization approved by the Board or for 24 months from the date of initial
practice, whichever occurs sooner.

2003, c. 995; 2006, c. 75; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2729.3. Prohibition on use of title without holding certification; continuing competency
requirements; fees; penalty.
A. No person shall hold himself out to be or advertise or permit to be advertised that he is a dialysis
patient care technician or dialysis care technician as defined in this chapter unless such person has
obtained certification from an organization approved by the Board of Health Professions as examining
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candidates for appropriate competency or technical proficiency to perform as dialysis patient care tech-
nicians or dialysis care technicians.

B. The title restrictions provided by this section shall apply to the use of the terms "dialysis patient care
technician" and "dialysis care technician" or any other term or combination of terms used alone or in
combination with the terms "licensed," "certified," or "registered," as such terms also imply a minimum
level of education, training, and competence. A person who is authorized for provisional practice to
provide direct patient care while obtaining practical experience shall be identified as a "trainee" while
working in a renal dialysis facility.

C. The Board of Health Professions may require such continuing competency training as it may deem
necessary for dialysis patient care technicians or dialysis care technicians.

D. Any person who willfully violates the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 3 mis-
demeanor.

2003, c. 995; 2006, c. 75.

Chapter 27.1 - DIETITIANS AND NUTRITIONISTS

§ 54.1-2730. Scope of chapter.
Nothing in this chapter shall preclude or affect in any fashion the ability of any person to provide any
assessment, evaluation, advice, counseling, information or services of any nature that are otherwise
allowed by law, whether or not such services are provided in connection with the marketing and sale
of products.

1995, c. 391.

§ 54.1-2731. Prohibited terms; penalty.
A. As used in this section, "nutritional genomics" means the consideration of biochemical or genetic
information to evaluate how genetics affect gene function and how genetic variation alters nutrient
response, including the study of how dietary and other lifestyle choices influence the function of
humans at the molecular, cellular, organismal, and populational levels.

B. No person shall hold himself out to be or advertise or permit to be advertised that such person is a
dietitian or nutritionist unless such person:

1. Has (i) received a baccalaureate or higher degree in nutritional sciences, community nutrition, pub-
lic health nutrition, food and nutrition, dietetics, or human nutrition from a regionally accredited insti-
tution of higher education and (ii) satisfactorily completed a program of supervised clinical experience
approved by the Commission on Dietetic Registration of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics;

2. Has active registration through the Commission on Dietetic Registration of the Academy of Nutrition
and Dietetics;

3. Has an active certificate of the Board for Certification of Nutrition Specialists as a Certified Nutrition
Specialist;
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4. Has an active certification as a Diplomate of the American Clinical Board of Nutrition;

5. Has a current license or certificate as a dietitian or nutritionist issued by another state; or

6. Has the minimum requisite education, training and experience determined by the Board of Health
Professions appropriate for such person to hold himself out to be, or advertise or allow himself to be
advertised as, a dietitian or nutritionist.

The restrictions of this section apply to the use of the terms "dietitian" and "nutritionist" as used alone
or in any combination with the terms "licensed," "certified," or "registered," as those terms also imply a
minimum level of education, training and competence.

C. Any person who meets the requirements set forth in subsection B who receives nutritional gen-
omics testing information shall maintain such information in accordance with applicable federal and
state law.

D. A person who does not meet the requirements of subsection B but who (i) has a baccalaureate
degree with a major in food and nutrition or dietetics or has equivalent hours of food and nutrition
coursework and (ii) has two years of work experience in nutrition or dietetics concurrent with or sub-
sequent to completion of such degree may hold himself out as a dietitian or nutritionist, provided he is
employed by or under contract to a government agency and practices solely within the scope of such
employment.

E. Any person who willfully violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.

1995, c. 391; 2016, c. 91.

Chapter 28 - FUNERAL SERVICES

Article 1 - BOARD OF FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND EMBALMERS

§ 54.1-2800. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Advertisement" means any information disseminated or placed before the public.

"At-need" means at the time of death or while death is imminent.

"Board" means the Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers.

"Cremate" means to reduce a dead human body to ashes and bone fragments by the action of fire.

"Cremator" means a person or establishment that owns or operates a crematory or crematorium or
cremates dead human bodies.

"Crematory" or "crematorium" means a facility containing a furnace for cremation of dead human bod-
ies.

"Embalmer" means any person engaged in the practice of embalming.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0391
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0091


"Embalming" means the process of chemically treating the dead human body by arterial injection and
cavity treatment or, when necessary, hypodermic tissue injection to reduce the presence and growth
of microorganisms to temporarily retard organic decomposition.

"Funeral directing" means the for-profit profession of directing or supervising funerals, preparing
human dead for burial by means other than embalming, or making arrangements for funeral services
or the financing of funeral services.

"Funeral director" means any person engaged in the practice of funeral directing.

"Funeral service establishment" means any main establishment, branch, or chapel that is permanently
affixed to the real estate and for which a certificate of occupancy has been issued by the local building
official where any part of the profession of funeral directing, the practice of funeral services, or the act
of embalming is performed.

"Funeral service intern" means a person who is preparing to be licensed for the practice of funeral ser-
vices under the direct supervision of a practitioner licensed by the Board.

"Funeral service licensee" means a person who is licensed in the practice of funeral services.

"In-person communication" means face-to-face communication and telephonic communication.

"Next of kin" means any of the following persons, regardless of the relationship to the decedent: any
person designated to make arrangements for the disposition of the decedent's remains upon his death
pursuant to § 54.1-2825, the legal spouse, child aged 18 years or older, parent of a decedent aged 18
years or older, custodial parent or noncustodial parent of a decedent younger than 18 years of age, sib-
lings over 18 years of age, guardian of minor child, guardian of minor siblings, maternal grandparents,
paternal grandparents, maternal siblings over 18 years of age and paternal siblings over 18 years of
age, or any other relative in the descending order of blood relationship.

"Practice of funeral services" means engaging in the care and disposition of the human dead, the pre-
paration of the human dead for the funeral service, burial or cremation, the making of arrangements for
the funeral service or for the financing of the funeral service and the selling or making of financial
arrangements for the sale of funeral supplies to the public.

"Preneed" means at any time other than at-need.

"Preneed funeral contract" means any agreement where payment is made by the consumer prior to
the receipt of services or supplies contracted for, which evidences arrangements prior to death for (i)
the providing of funeral services or (ii) the sale of funeral supplies.

"Preneed funeral planning" means the making of arrangements prior to death for (i) the providing of
funeral services or (ii) the sale of funeral supplies.

"Solicitation" means initiating contact with consumers with the intent of influencing their selection of a
funeral plan or funeral service provider.
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Code 1950, § 54-260.1; 1956, c. 220; 1972, c. 797, § 54-260.67; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 684; 1991, c.
539; 1997, c. 116; 1998, cc. 718, 867; 2003, c. 505; 2006, c. 56; 2015, cc. 534, 670.

§ 54.1-2801. Exemptions.
A. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any officer of local or state institutions or to the
burial of the bodies of inmates of state institutions when buried at the expense of the Commonwealth
or any of its political subdivisions.

B. Any person holding a license as a funeral director or embalmer or an equivalent in another state,
having substantially similar requirements as the Board, may apply to the Board for courtesy card priv-
ileges to remove bodies from and to arrange funerals or embalm bodies in this Commonwealth.
However, these privileges shall not include the right to establish or engage generally in the business
of funeral directing and embalming in Virginia.

Code 1950, §§ 54-260.1, 54-260.22 through 54-260.30, 54-260.32; 1956, c. 220; 1966, c. 284, § 54-
260.70; 1972, c. 797, § 54-260.67; 1973, c. 296; 1974, c. 686; 1978, c. 849; 1986, c. 43; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2802. Board; appointment; terms; vacancies; meetings; quorum.
The Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers shall consist of nine members as follows: seven
funeral service licensees of the Board with at least five consecutive years of funeral service practice in
the Commonwealth immediately prior to appointment and two nonlegislative citizen members. The
terms of office shall be for four years from July 1. Appointments shall be made annually on or before
June 30 as the terms of the members respectively expire. Appointments to the Board should generally
represent the geographical areas of the Commonwealth. The Board shall annually elect a president, a
vice-president, and a secretary-treasurer.

The Board shall hold at least two meetings each year. In addition, the Board may meet as often as its
duties require. Five members shall constitute a quorum.

1988, cc. 42, 765; 2000, c. 773; 2015, c. 534.

§ 54.1-2803. Specific powers and duties of Board.
In addition to the general powers and duties conferred in this subtitle, the Board shall have the fol-
lowing specific powers and duties to:

1. Establish standards of service and practice for the funeral service profession in the Commonwealth.

2. Regulate and inspect funeral service establishments, their operation and licenses.

3. Require licensees and funeral service interns to submit all information relevant to their practice or
business.

4. Enforce the relevant regulations of the Board of Health.

5. Enforce local ordinances relating to funeral service establishments.

6. Advise the Department of Health Professions of any training appropriate for inspectors serving as
the Board's agents.
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7. Establish, supervise, regulate and control, in accordance with the law, programs for funeral service
interns.

8. Establish standards for and approve schools of mortuary science or funeral service.

9. Regulate preneed funeral contracts and preneed funeral trust accounts as prescribed by this
chapter, including, but not limited to, the authority to prescribe preneed contract forms, disclosure
requirements and disclosure forms and to require reasonable bonds to insure performance of preneed
contracts.

10. Inspect crematories and their operations.

Code 1950, §§ 54-260.3, 54-260.4, 54-260.6, 54-260.7, 54-260.11 through 54-260.14, 54-260.16
through 54-260.18, 54-260.20, 54-260.21, 54-260.45 through 54-260.49; 1956, c. 220; 1960, c. 61, §
54-260.69; 1966, c. 283, § 54-260.65; 1970, c. 385; 1972, c. 797, §§ 54-260.64, 54-260.68; 1978, c.
849; 1979, c. 650; 1980, c. 728; 1984, cc. 627, 704; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 684; 2000, c. 773; 2003, c.
505; 2006, c. 56.

§ 54.1-2804. Licensing authority.
The Board is authorized to determine the qualifications to enable any person to engage in the practice
of funeral service, preneed funeral planning, funeral directing, embalming and the operation of a
funeral service establishment. The Board shall promulgate regulations that establish the requirements
of licensure for funeral directors and embalmers.

Code 1950, § 54-260.70; Code 1950, §§ 54-260.22 through 54-260.30, 54-260.32; 1956, c. 220; 1966,
c. 284, § 54-260.70; 1972, c. 797; 1973, c. 296; 1974, c. 686; 1978, c. 849; 1986, c. 43; 1988, c. 765;
1989, c. 684; 2020, c. 943.

§ 54.1-2805. Engaging in the practice of funeral services or the business of preneed funeral plan-
ning or acting as a funeral director or embalmer without a license.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in or hold himself out as engaging in the practice of
funeral services or the business of preneed funeral planning, to operate a funeral service estab-
lishment, or to act as a funeral director or embalmer or hold himself out as such unless he is licensed
by the Board. Engaging in the practice of funeral services, preneed funeral planning, operating a
funeral service establishment, or acting as a funeral director or embalmer shall be recognized as that
of a health profession.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, a person who is duly enrolled in a mortuary edu-
cation program in the Commonwealth may assist in embalming while under the immediate super-
vision of a funeral service licensee or embalmer with an active, unrestricted license issued by the
Board, provided that such embalming occurs in a funeral service establishment licensed by the Board
and in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Board.

1974, c. 257, § 54-260.73:1; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 684; 2000, c. 773; 2018, c. 186.

§ 54.1-2806. Refusal, suspension, or revocation of license, registration, or courtesy card.
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A. As used in this section, "license" shall include any license, registration, or courtesy card issued by
the Board.

B. The Board may refuse to admit a candidate to any examination, refuse to issue a license to any
applicant and may suspend a license for a stated period or indefinitely, or revoke any license or cen-
sure or reprimand any licensee or place him on probation for such time as it may designate for any of
the following causes:

1. Conviction of any felony or any crime involving moral turpitude;

2. Unprofessional conduct that is likely to defraud or to deceive the public or clients;

3. Misrepresentation or fraud in the conduct of the funeral service profession, or in obtaining or renew-
ing a license;

4. False or misleading advertising or solicitation;

5. Solicitation at-need or any preneed solicitation using in-person communication by the licensee, his
agents, assistants or employees; however, general advertising and preneed solicitation, other than in-
person communication, shall be allowed;

6. Employment by the licensee of persons known as "cappers" or "steerers," or "solicitors," or other
such persons to obtain the services of a holder of a license for the practice of funeral service;

7. Employment directly or indirectly of any agent, employee or other person, on part or full time, or on a
commission, for the purpose of calling upon individuals or institutions by whose influence dead
human bodies may be turned over to a particular funeral establishment;

8. Direct or indirect payment or offer of payment of a commission to others by the licensee, his agents,
or employees for the purpose of securing business;

9. Use of alcohol or drugs to the extent that such use renders him unsafe to practice his licensed activ-
ity;

10. Aiding or abetting an unlicensed person to practice within the funeral service profession;

11. Using profane, indecent, or obscene language within the immediate hearing of the family or rel-
atives of a deceased, whose body has not yet been interred or otherwise disposed of;

12. Solicitation or acceptance by a licensee of any commission or bonus or rebate in consideration of
recommending or causing a dead human body to be disposed of in any crematory, mausoleum, or
cemetery;

13. Violation of any statute, ordinance, or regulation affecting the handling, custody, care, or trans-
portation of dead human bodies;

14. Refusing to surrender promptly the custody of a dead human body upon the express order of the
person lawfully entitled to custody;

15. Knowingly making any false statement on a certificate of death;



16. Violation of any provisions of Chapter 7 (§ 32.1-249 et seq.) of Title 32.1;

17. Failure to comply with § 54.1-2812, and to keep on file an itemized statement of funeral expenses
in accordance with Board regulations;

18. Knowingly disposing of parts of human remains, including viscera, that are received with the body
by the funeral establishment, in a manner different from that used for final disposition of the body,
unless the persons authorizing the method of final disposition give written permission that the body
parts may be disposed of in a manner different from that used to dispose of the body;

19. Violating or failing to comply with Federal Trade Commission rules regulating funeral industry prac-
tices;

20. Violating or cooperating with others to violate any provision of Chapter 1 (§ 54.1-100 et seq.),
Chapter 24 (§ 54.1-2400 et seq.), this chapter, or the regulations of the Board of Funeral Directors and
Embalmers or the Board of Health;

21. Failure to comply with the reporting requirements as set forth in § 54.1-2817 for registered funeral
service interns;

22. Failure to provide proper and adequate supervision and training instruction to registered funeral
service interns as required by regulations of the Board;

23. Violating any statute or regulation of the Board regarding the confidentiality of information per-
taining to the deceased or the family of the deceased or permitting access to the body in a manner that
is contrary to the lawful instructions of the next-of-kin of the deceased;

24. Failure to include, as part of the general price list for funeral services, a disclosure statement noti-
fying the next of kin that certain funeral services may be provided off-premises by other funeral service
providers;

25. Disciplinary action against a license, certificate, or registration issued by another state, the District
of Columbia, or territory or possession of the United States;

26. Failure to ensure that a dead human body is maintained in refrigeration at no more than approx-
imately 40 degrees Fahrenheit or embalmed if it is to be stored for more than 48 hours prior to dis-
position. A dead human body shall be maintained in refrigeration and shall not be embalmed in the
absence of express permission by a next of kin of the deceased or a court order; and

27. Mental or physical incapacity to practice his profession with safety to the public.

Code 1950, §§ 54-260.50, 54-260.59; 1956, c. 220; 1972, c. 797, § 54-260.74; 1979, c. 720; 1981, c.
258; 1986, c. 91; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 684; 1990, c. 363; 1996, c. 142; 2003, c. 505; 2006, c. 56;
2010, c. 324; 2015, c. 534; 2020, c. 885.

§ 54.1-2807. Other prohibited activities.
A. A person licensed for the practice of funeral service shall not (i) remove or embalm a body when he
has information indicating the death was such that an investigation by the Office of the Chief Medical
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Examiner is required pursuant to § 32.1-283 or 32.1-285.1 or (ii) cremate or bury at sea a body until he
has obtained permission of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner as required by § 32.1-309.3.

B. Except as provided in § 32.1-301 and Chapter 8.1 (§ 32.1-309.1 et seq.) of Title 32.1, funeral ser-
vice establishments shall not accept a dead human body from any public officer, except the Chief Med-
ical Examiner, an Assistant Chief Medical Examiner, or a medical examiner appointed pursuant to §
32.1-282, or from any public or private facility or person having a professional relationship with the
decedent without having first inquired about the desires of the next of kin and the persons liable for the
funeral expenses of the decedent. The authority and directions of any next of kin shall govern the dis-
posal of the body, subject to the provisions of § 54.1-2807.01 or 54.1-2825.

Any funeral service establishment violating this subsection shall not charge for any service delivered
without the directions of the next of kin. However, in cases of accidental or violent death, the funeral
service establishment may charge and be reimbursed for the removal of bodies and rendering neces-
sary professional services until the next of kin or the persons liable for the funeral expenses have
been notified.

C. No company, corporation, or association engaged in the business of paying or providing for the pay-
ment of the expenses for the care of the remains of deceased certificate holders or members or
engaged in providing life insurance when the contract might or could give rise to an obligation to care
for the remains of the insured shall contract to pay or pay any benefits to any licensee of the Board or
other individual in a manner which could restrict the freedom of choice of the representative or next of
kin of a decedent in procuring necessary and proper services and supplies for the care of the remains
of the decedent.

D. No person licensed for the practice of funeral service or preneed funeral planning or any of his
agents shall interfere with the freedom of choice of the general public in the choice of persons or estab-
lishments for the care of human remains or of preneed funeral planning or preneed funeral contracts.

E. This section shall not be construed to apply to the authority of any administrator, executor, trustee,
or other person having a fiduciary relationship with the decedent.

Code 1950, §§ 54-260.50, 54-260.59; 1956, c. 220; 1972, c. 797, § 54-260.74; 1979, c. 720; 1981, c.
258; 1986, c. 91; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 684; 1993, c. 965; 2005, c. 905; 2010, c. 383; 2014, cc. 228,
583.

§ 54.1-2807.01. When next of kin disagree.
A. In the absence of a designation under § 54.1-2825, when there is a disagreement among a
decedent's next of kin concerning the arrangements for his funeral or the disposition of his remains,
any of the next of kin may petition the circuit court where the decedent resided at the time of his death
to determine which of the next of kin shall have the authority to make arrangements for the decedent's
funeral or the disposition of his remains. The court may require notice to and the convening of such of
the next of kin as it deems proper.
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B. In determining the matter before it, the court shall consider the expressed wishes, if any, of the
decedent, the legal and factual relationship between or among the disputing next of kin and between
each of the disputing next of kin and the decedent, and any other factor the court considers relevant to
determine who should be authorized to make the arrangements for the decedent's funeral or the dis-
position of his remains.

2010, c. 383.

§ 54.1-2807.02. Absence of next of kin.
In the absence of a next of kin, a person designated to make arrangements for the decedent's burial or
the disposition of his remains pursuant to § 54.1-2825, an agent named in an advance directive pur-
suant to § 54.1-2984, or any guardian appointed pursuant to Chapter 20 (§ 64.2-2000 et seq.) of Title
64.2 who may exercise the powers conferred in the order of appointment or by § 64.2-2019, or upon
the failure or refusal of such next of kin, designated person, agent, or guardian to accept responsibility
for the disposition of the decedent, then any other person 18 years of age or older who is able to
provide positive identification of the deceased and is willing to pay for the costs associated with the
disposition of the decedent's remains shall be authorized to make arrangements for such disposition
of the decedent's remains. If a funeral service establishment or funeral service licensee makes
arrangements with a person other than a next of kin, designated person, agent, or guardian in accord-
ance with this section, then the funeral service licensee or funeral service establishment shall be
immune from civil liability unless such act, decision, or omission resulted from bad faith or malicious
intent.

2014, c. 355.

§ 54.1-2807.1. Confidentiality of information on infectious diseases.
All information received by any person practicing funeral services or his agent regarding the fact that
any dead body which they have received harbors an infectious disease shall be confidential, and dis-
closure of such information shall be grounds for disciplinary action against the funeral service
licensee pursuant to § 54.1-2806.

Notification that a dead body harbors an infectious disease will not constitute grounds for any funeral
director's refusal to accept the body.

1988, c. 836, § 54-260.74:2.

§ 54.1-2808. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1998, c. 867.

§ 54.1-2808.1. Disposition of cremains.
Except as otherwise provided in § 54.1-2808.2, a funeral director may dispose of the cremains of an
individual by interment, entombment, inurnment, or by scattering of the cremains, if after 120 days from
the date of cremation, the contracting agent has not claimed the cremains or instructed the funeral dir-
ector as to final disposition. The funeral director shall keep a permanent record of all cremains which
identifies the method and site of final disposition. The costs and all reasonable expenses incurred in
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disposing of the cremains shall be borne by the contracting agent. Upon the disposition of the cre-
mains, the funeral director shall not be liable for the cremains or for the method of final disposition.
Except as otherwise provided in § 54.1-2808.2, any funeral director in possession of unclaimed cre-
mains prior to July 1, 1993, may dispose of such cremains in accordance with the provisions of this
section. However, no funeral director shall, without written permission of the contracting agent, dis-
pose of cremains in a manner or a location in which the cremains of the deceased are commingled,
except in the scattering of cremains at sea, by air, or in an area used exclusively for such purpose, or
place, temporarily, the cremains of persons in the same container or urn.

For the purposes of this section and § 54.1-2808.2, "contracting agent" means any person, organ-
ization, association, institution, or group of persons who contracts with a funeral director or funeral
establishment for funeral services.

1993, c. 531; 2012, cc. 24, 120; 2015, c. 138.

§ 54.1-2808.2. Identification of unclaimed cremains of veterans and eligible dependents.
A. For the purposes of this section:

"Eligible dependent" means a veteran's spouse, a veteran's unmarried child younger than 21 years of
age, or veteran's unmarried adult child who before the age of 21 became permanently incapable of
self-support because of physical or mental disability.

"Veterans service organization" means an association or other entity organized for the benefit of vet-
erans that has been recognized by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs or chartered by Congress
and any employee or representative of such association or entity.

B. If the contracting agent has not claimed the cremains or instructed the funeral director as to final dis-
position within 90 days from the date of cremation, the funeral director shall provide names and any
other identifying information of the unclaimed cremains to the Department of Veterans Services or a
veterans service organization in order for the Department or organization to determine if the unclaimed
cremains are those of a veteran or eligible dependent. The names and any personal identifying inform-
ation submitted by a funeral director to the Department of Veterans Services or veterans service organ-
ization in compliance with this section shall be exempt from disclosure under the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).

C. The Department of Veterans Services or veterans service organization shall notify the funeral dir-
ector within 45 days of receipt of the information required by subsection B if the cremains are those of
a veteran or eligible dependent and, if so, whether such veteran or eligible dependent is eligible for
burial in a veterans cemetery in order to permit the transfer of the unclaimed cremains to a veterans
cemetery. If the cremains are those of an eligible veteran or eligible dependent, a funeral director may
transfer the cremains to the Department of Veterans Services or a veterans service organization for
the purpose of disposition of such cremains.
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D. No disposal of the unclaimed cremains of an eligible veteran or eligible dependent shall be made
until the funeral director has notified the Department of Veterans Services or a veterans service organ-
ization and has received a determination as to whether the cremains are those of an eligible veteran
or eligible dependent. Absent bad faith or malicious intent, no funeral director who transfers the cre-
mains of a veteran or eligible dependent to the Department of Veterans Services or a veterans service
organization for purposes of disposition or a veterans service organization that receives cremains for
the purposes of disposition as provided in this section shall be liable for civil negligence.

2012, cc. 24, 120; 2015, c. 138.

§ 54.1-2808.3. Acceptance of third-party-provided caskets.
A. When arrangements for funeral services have been made with a licensed funeral service estab-
lishment, funeral service licensees shall accept caskets provided by third parties in accordance with
16 C.F.R. Part 453, Funeral Industry Practices, Federal Trade Commission.

B. No funeral service establishment or funeral service licensee shall be required to store a casket
provided by a third party when preneed arrangements for funeral services have been made.

C. Any person selling or providing preneed caskets shall be subject to the same preneed require-
ments as set forth in 16 C.F.R. Part 453, Funeral Industry Practices, Federal Trade Commission, and
§ 54.1-2820.

2018, c. 378; 2019, cc. 93, 603; 2020, c. 97.

§ 54.1-2809. Penalties.
Any person, partnership, corporation, association, or its agents or employees who violate any of the
provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 54-260.61; 1956, c. 220; 1972, c. 797, § 54-260.75; 1988, c. 765.

Article 2 - Licensure of Funeral Establishments

§ 54.1-2810. Licensure of funeral establishments.
No person shall conduct, maintain, manage or operate a funeral establishment unless a license for
each such establishment has been issued by the Board. No license to operate a funeral establishment
shall be issued by the Board unless each such funeral establishment has in charge, full time, a person
licensed for the practice of funeral service or a licensed funeral director. Applications for funeral estab-
lishment licenses shall be made on forms furnished by the Board and filed by the owner or the
registered agent of the corporation with the Board.

Each funeral establishment license shall expire annually at a time prescribed by Board regulation. A
license may be renewed within 30 days of its expiration. Upon expiration of the license, the Board
shall notify each licensee of the provisions of this section. Renewal of a license after the expiration of
the 30-day period shall be in the discretion of the Board.
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Violations of any provisions of this chapter or any Board regulations by any person, or an officer, agent
or employee with the knowledge or consent of any person operating a funeral establishment shall be
considered sufficient cause for suspension or revocation of the funeral establishment license.

An operator of a funeral establishment shall not allow any person licensed for the practice of funeral
service to operate out of his funeral establishment unless the licensee is the operator or an employee
of the operator of a licensed funeral establishment.

If the manager of the funeral service establishment is unable, for any reason, to exercise adequate
supervision, direction, management, and control of the funeral establishment, the owner shall des-
ignate any funeral service licensee to serve as a temporary manager and notify the Board in writing
within 14 days. If such inability of the manager exceeds 90 days or is expected to exceed 90 days, a
new manager shall be designated and registered with the Board. At the conclusion of the 90-day
period for designation of a new manager, a funeral service establishment which has failed to des-
ignate a new manager shall not operate as a funeral service establishment.

When licensing funeral establishments, the Board may grant a hardship waiver from the requirement
for a full-time manager licensed for the practice of funeral service or licensed as a funeral director,
allowing the operation of two funeral establishments having in charge one full-time person licensed for
the practice of funeral service or one licensed funeral director who divides his time between the two
funeral establishments. Prior to granting a hardship waiver, the Board shall find that (i) the two estab-
lishments have been in operation for at least three years; (ii) the combined average number of funeral
calls at the two establishments, as submitted in monthly reports to the Division of Vital Records and
Health Statistics of the Virginia Department of Health, over the previous three years is no more than
135 per year; and (iii) the distance between the two establishments is 50 miles or less.

Prior to granting a renewal of a license granted under a hardship waiver, the Board shall determine
whether the requirements for license renewal under such waiver continue to exist.

Code 1950, §§ 54-260.39, 54-260.40; 1956, c. 220; 1972, c. 797, § 54-260.73; 1974, 164; 1978, c.
849; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 757; 2000, c. 773; 2013, c. 108; 2019, c. 66.

§ 54.1-2811. Facility requirements.
A funeral service establishment shall contain a preparation room equipped with a tile, cement or other
waterproof floor, proper drainage and ventilation, the necessary instruments and supplies for the pre-
paration and embalming of dead human bodies for burial, transportation or other disposition, and sep-
arate restroom facilities.

A funeral service establishment having more than one location at which it performs funeral services
shall not be required to maintain more than one preparation room.

The Board may adopt regulations and classifications to prescribe proper drainage and ventilation and
necessary instruments and supplies in preparation rooms and separate restroom facilities.
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Code 1950, §§ 54-260.39, 54-260.40; 1956, c. 220; 1972, c. 797, § 54-260.73; 1974, 164; 1978, c.
849; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2811.1. Handling and storage of human remains.
A. Upon taking custody of a dead human body, a funeral service establishment shall maintain such
body in a manner that provides complete coverage of the body and that is resistant to leakage or
spillage, except during embalming or preparation of an unembalmed body for final disposition; res-
toration and dressing of a body in preparation for final disposition; and viewing during any visitation
and funeral service.

B. If a dead human body is to be stored for more than 48 hours prior to disposition, a funeral services
establishment having custody of such body shall ensure that the dead human body is maintained in
refrigeration at no more than approximately 40 degrees Fahrenheit or embalmed. A dead human body
shall be maintained in refrigeration and shall not be embalmed in the absence of express permission
by a next of kin of the deceased or a court order.

C. If a dead human body is to be stored for more than 10 days prior to disposition at a location other
than a funeral service establishment, the funeral service establishment shall disclose to the contract
buyer the location where the body is to be stored and the method of storage.

D. Funeral services establishments, crematories, or transportation services shall not transport animal
remains together with dead human bodies. Further, animal remains shall not be refrigerated in a unit
where dead human bodies are being stored.

2010, c. 823.

§ 54.1-2812. Itemized statement and general price list of funeral expenses to be furnished.
Every person licensed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall furnish a written general price
list and a written itemized statement of charges in connection with the care and disposition of the body
of a deceased person.

Individuals inquiring in person about funeral arrangements or the prices of funeral goods shall be
given the general price list. Upon beginning discussion of funeral arrangements or the selection of any
funeral goods or services, the general price list must be offered by the funeral licensee.

The itemized statement shall include, but not be limited to, the following charges: casket, other funeral
merchandise, vault or other burial receptacle, facilities used, transportation costs, embalming, pre-
paration of the body, other professional services used and disclosure statements required by the
Federal Trade Commission, which shall be set forth in a clear and conspicuous manner.

Further, there shall be included a statement of all anticipated cash advances and expenditures reques-
ted by the person contracting for the funeral arrangements and such other items as required by reg-
ulation of the Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers. The statement shall be furnished to the
person contracting for funeral arrangements at the time such arrangements are made if the person is
present and, if not present, no later than the time of the final disposition of the body.
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The general price list and itemized statement of funeral expenses shall comply with forms prescribed
by regulation of the Board. All regulations promulgated herewith shall promote the purposes of this
section.

1979, c. 8, § 54-260.71:1; 1986, c. 42; 1988, c. 765.

Article 3 - LICENSURE OF THE PRACTICE OF FUNERAL SERVICE, FUNERAL
DIRECTORS AND EMBALMERS

§ 54.1-2813. License for the practice of funeral service.
To be licensed for the practice of funeral service, a person shall (i) be at least 18 years of age; (ii) hold
a high school diploma or its equivalent; (iii) have completed a funeral service internship prescribed by
the Board in regulation; (iv) have graduated from a school of mortuary science or funeral service
approved by the Board; and (v) have passed the examination for licensure.

The Board, in its discretion, may license an individual convicted of a felony if he has successfully ful-
filled all conditions of sentencing, been pardoned, or has had his civil rights restored.

The Board, in its discretion, may refuse to license an individual who has a criminal or disciplinary pro-
ceeding pending against him in any jurisdiction in the United States.

Code 1950, § 54-260.70; Code 1950, §§ 54-260.22 through 54-260.30, 54-260.32; 1956, c. 220; 1966,
c. 284, § 54-260.70; 1972, c. 797; 1973, c. 296; 1974, c. 686; 1978, c. 849; 1986, c. 43; 1988, c. 765;
1990, c. 363; 2005, c. 477; 2006, c. 56.

§ 54.1-2814. Examination.
Each applicant for license for the practice of funeral service shall be examined in writing on:

1. Basic and health sciences including anatomy, chemistry, bacteriology, pathology, hygiene and pub-
lic health;

2. Funeral service arts and sciences including embalming and restorative art;

3. Funeral service administration including accounting, funeral law, psychology, and funeral prin-
ciples, directing and management.

The Board may recognize other examinations that it considers equivalent to its examination.

Code 1950, § 54-260.70; Code 1950, §§ 54-260.22 through 54-260.30, 54-260.32; 1956, c. 220; 1966,
c. 284, § 54-260.70; 1972, c. 797; 1973, c. 296; 1974, c. 686; 1978, c. 849; 1986, c. 43; 1988, c. 765;
2000, c. 773.

§ 54.1-2814.1. Registration as a cremator.
A. No crematorium, cemeterian, memorial society, or other establishment, organization, or person
shall cremate a dead human body without having registered with the Board as a cremator.

B. The Board shall prescribe the procedures for registration under this section. Such procedures shall
include a requirement that any crematory registered with the Board that engages in the practice of
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funeral services operate in compliance with the provisions § 54.1-2810. However, nothing in this sub-
section shall require a crematory registered with the Board to obtain a license as a funeral service
establishment as long as the crematory provides cremation services directly to or for a licensed
funeral service establishment only and not to the general public.

C. The Board may suspend or revoke any crematory registration or deny any application for such regis-
tration, or refuse to issue or renew any such registration, if the Board finds that the applicant or regis-
trant has violated any provision of this chapter, the Board's regulations, or if the Board finds the
crematory has operated or is operating in a manner that endangers the health, safety or welfare of the
public.

2000, c. 773; 2003, c. 505.

§ 54.1-2815. Application for license; how license signed; duration.
All applications for examination for a license for the practice of funeral service shall be upon forms fur-
nished by the Board.

All licenses shall be issued or renewed for a period prescribed by the Board, not exceeding two years.

1978, c. 849, § 54-260.70:1; 1988, c. 765; 2015, c. 534.

§ 54.1-2816. License renewal; failure to return renewal form.
Prior to the expiration of a license, the Board shall provide to each person licensed to practice funeral
service, embalming, or funeral directing a renewal notice to be submitted to the Board together with
the prescribed fee. The Board shall provide renewal notices by mail or electronically to any licensee.
The license of any person who does not submit the completed form prior to the date of expiration shall
automatically expire. The Board shall immediately notify the person of the expiration and the rein-
statement requirements. The Board shall reinstate an expired license upon receipt, within 30 days of
the notice of expiration, of the completed form and the prescribed fee. Reinstatement after the 30-day
period shall be at the discretion of the Board.

1978, c. 849, § 54-260.70:2; 1988, c. 765; 2005, c. 477; 2018, c. 101.

§ 54.1-2816.1. Continuing education requirements; promulgation of regulations.
A. The Board shall promulgate regulations governing continuing education requirements for funeral
services licensees, funeral directors, and embalmers licensed by the Board.

B. The Board shall approve criteria for continuing education courses, requiring no more than five
hours per year, that are directly related to the respective license and scope of practice of funeral ser-
vice licensees, funeral directors, and embalmers. Approved continuing education courses shall
include one hour per year covering compliance with federal or state laws and regulations governing
the profession or one hour per year covering preneed funeral arrangements, provided that at least one
hour of continuing education in preneed is completed every three years. Course providers may be
required to register continuing education courses with the Board pursuant to Board regulations. The
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Board shall not allow continuing education credit for courses where the principal purpose of the
course is to promote, sell, or offer goods, products, or services to funeral homes.

C. All course providers shall furnish written certification to licensees of the Board attending and com-
pleting respective courses, indicating the satisfactory completion of an approved continuing education
course. Each course provider shall retain records of all persons attending and those persons sat-
isfactorily completing such continuing education courses for a period of two years following each
course. Applicants for renewal or reinstatement of licenses issued pursuant to this article shall retain
for a period of two years the written certification issued by any Board-approved provider of continuing
education courses. The Board may require course providers or licensees to submit copies of such
records or certification, as it deems necessary, to ensure compliance with continuing education
requirements.

D. The Board shall have the authority to grant exemptions or waivers in cases of certified illness or
undue hardship.

E. The Board may provide for an inactive status for those licensees who do not practice in Virginia.
The Board may adopt regulations reducing or waiving continuing education requirements for any
licensee granted such inactive status. However, no licensees granted inactive status may have their
license changed to active status without first obtaining additional continuing education hours as may
be determined by the Board. No person or registrant shall practice in Virginia as an embalmer, funeral
director, or funeral service licensee unless he holds a current, active license.

2002, c. 270; 2008, c. 396; 2012, c. 497; 2022, c. 170.

§ 54.1-2817. Funeral service interns.
A person desiring to become a funeral service intern shall apply on a form provided by the Board. The
applicant shall attest that he holds a high school diploma or its equivalent. The Board, in its discretion,
may approve an application to be a funeral service intern for an individual convicted of a felony, if he
has successfully fulfilled all conditions of sentencing, been pardoned, or has had his civil rights
restored. The Board shall not, however, approve an application to be a funeral service intern for any
person convicted of embezzlement or of violating subsection B of § 18.2-126.

The Board, in its discretion, may refuse to approve an application to be a funeral service intern for an
individual who has a criminal or disciplinary proceeding pending against him in any jurisdiction in the
United States.

When the Board is satisfied as to the qualifications of an applicant, it shall issue a certificate of intern-
ship. When a funeral service intern wishes to receive in-service training from a person licensed for the
practice of funeral service, a request shall be submitted to the Board. If such permission is granted and
the funeral service intern later leaves the proctorship of the licensee whose service has been entered,
the licensee shall give the funeral service intern an affidavit showing the length of time served with
him. The affidavit shall be filed with the Board and made a matter of record in that office. Any funeral
service intern seeking permission to continue in-service training shall submit a request to the Board.
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A certificate of internship shall be renewable as prescribed by the Board. The Board shall mail or send
electronically at such time as it may prescribe by regulation, to each registered funeral service intern
at his last known address, a notice that the renewal fee is due and that, if not paid by the prescribed
time, a penalty fee shall be due in addition to the renewal fee.

The registration of any funeral service intern who is in the active military service of the United States
may, at the discretion of the Board, be held in abeyance for the duration of his service. The Board may
also waive the renewal fees for such military personnel.

All registered funeral service interns shall report to the Board on a schedule prescribed by the Board
upon forms provided by the Board, showing the work which has been completed during the preceding
period of internship. The data contained in the report shall be certified as correct by the person
licensed for the practice of funeral service under whom he has served during this period and by the
person licensed for the practice of funeral service owning or managing the funeral service estab-
lishment.

Before such funeral service intern becomes eligible to be examined for the practice of funeral service,
evidence shall be presented along with an affidavit from any licensee under whom the intern worked
showing that the intern has assisted in embalming at least 25 bodies and that the intern has assisted
in conducting at least 25 funerals. In all applications of funeral service interns for licenses for the prac-
tice of funeral service, the eligibility of the applicant shall be determined by the records filed with the
Board. The successful completion by any person of the internship shall not entitle him to any privilege
except to be examined for such license.

Credit shall not be allowed for any period of internship that has been completed more than three years
prior to application for license or more than five years prior to examination for license. If all require-
ments for licensure are not completed within five years of initial application, the Board may deny an
additional internship. A funeral service intern may continue to practice for up to 90 days from the com-
pletion of his internship or until he has taken and received the results of all examinations required by
the Board. However, the Board may waive such limitation for any person in the armed service of the
United States when application for the waiver is made in writing within six months of leaving service
or if the Board determines that enforcement of the limitation will create an unreasonable hardship.

The Board shall have power to suspend or revoke a certificate of internship for violation of any pro-
vision of this chapter.

No more than two funeral service interns shall be concurrently registered under any one person
licensed for the practice of funeral service, funeral directing or embalming. Each sponsor for a
registered funeral service intern must be actively employed by or under contract with a funeral estab-
lishment.

Code 1950, §§ 54-260.34 through 54-260.38; 1956, c. 220; 1970, c. 513, § 54-260.72; 1972, c. 797;
1973, c. 296; 1974, c. 157; 1978, c. 849; 1981, c. 258; 1986, c. 43; 1988, c. 765; 2005, c. 477; 2006, c.
56; 2018, c. 101.
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§ 54.1-2818. Registration and display of licenses.
A copy of all licenses shall be displayed in a conspicuous place in each establishment in which the
licensee practices.

Code 1950, § 54-260.31; 1956, c. 220; 1972, c. 797, § 54-260.71; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2818.1. Prerequisites for cremation.
No dead human body shall be cremated without permission of the Office of the Chief Medical Exam-
iner as required by § 32.1-309.3 and visual identification of the deceased by the next-of-kin or his rep-
resentative, who may be any person designated to make arrangements for the disposition of the
decedent's remains pursuant to § 54.1-2825, an agent named in an advance directive pursuant to §
54.1-2984, or any guardian appointed pursuant to Chapter 20 (§ 64.2-2000 et seq.) of Title 64.2 who
may exercise the powers conferred in the order of appointment or by § 64.2-2019, or, in cases in
which the next of kin or his representative fails or refuses to provide visual identification of the
deceased, by any other person 18 years of age or older who is able to provide positive identification of
the deceased. If no such next of kin or his representative or other person 18 years of age or older is
available or willing to make visual identification of the deceased, such identification shall be made by
a member of the primary law-enforcement agency of the city or county in which the person or insti-
tution having initial custody of the body is located, pursuant to court order. When visual identification is
not feasible, other positive identification of the deceased may be used as a prerequisite for cremation.
Unless such act, decision, or omission resulted from bad faith or malicious intent, the funeral service
establishment, funeral service licensee, crematory, cemetery, primary law-enforcement officer, sheriff,
county, or city shall be immune from civil liability for any act, decision, or omission resulting from
cremation. Nothing in this section shall prevent a law-enforcement agency other than the primary law-
enforcement agency from performing the duties established by this section if so requested by the
primary law-enforcement agency and agreed to by the other law-enforcement agency.

1998, c. 867; 2010, c. 377; 2011, c. 88; 2014, cc. 228, 355, 583; 2015, c. 670.

§ 54.1-2818.2. Inapplicability to officers of state and local institutions.
Nothing in this article shall be applicable to any officer of any institution operated by the Com-
monwealth or by any county, city or town in the performance of his duties as such.

1998, c. 867.

§ 54.1-2818.3. Applications for registration required.
Any crematory shall apply for and receive a registration from the Board as a registered crematory.
However, this section shall not supersede or restrict the provisions of § 54.1-2814.1.

1998, c. 867; 2003, c. 505.

§ 54.1-2818.4. Immunity from liability for services after organ and tissue donation.
Unless such act, decision, or omission resulted from bad faith or malicious intent, any funeral service
establishment, funeral service licensee, crematory, or registered crematory that receives a body fol-
lowing donation of organs, tissues, or eyes shall be immune from civil liability for any failure to restore
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such decedent's form or features in a manner acceptable for viewing prior to the final disposition of the
remains.

2009, c. 811.

§ 54.1-2818.5. Request for life insurance information; notification of beneficiaries.
A. In any case in which a funeral service provider licensed pursuant to this chapter believes that a
decedent for whom funeral services are being provided is insured under an individual or group life
insurance policy, the funeral service provider may request information regarding the deceased per-
son's life insurance policy from the life insurer believed to have issued the policy. Such request for
information shall include (i) a copy of the deceased person's death certificate filed in accordance with
§ 32.1-263; (ii) written authorization for the funeral service provider's submission of the request that is
executed by a person designated to make arrangements for the decedent's burial or disposition of his
remains pursuant to § 54.1-2825, an agent named in an advance directive pursuant to § 54.1-2984, a
guardian appointed pursuant to Chapter 20 (§ 64.2-2000 et seq.) of Title 64.2 who may exercise the
powers conferred in the order of appointment or by § 64.2-2019, or the next of kin as defined in § 54.1-
2800; and (iii) if the deceased person was covered or is believed to have been covered under a group
life insurance policy, the affiliation of the deceased person entitling the deceased to coverage under
the group life insurance policy.

B. Upon receipt of the information requested pursuant to subsection A, if the beneficiary of record
under the life insurance contract or group life insurance policy is not the estate of the deceased per-
son, the requesting funeral service provider shall make all reasonable efforts to contact all the bene-
ficiaries of record within four calendar days of receiving such information and provide to the
beneficiaries all information provided to the funeral service provider by the life insurer. The funeral ser-
vice provider shall, prior to providing any information to the beneficiaries in accordance with this sub-
section, inform the beneficiaries that the beneficiary of a life insurance policy has no legal duty or
obligation to pay any amounts associated with the provision of funeral services or the debts or oblig-
ations of the deceased person.

2017, c. 482.

Article 4 - REGISTRATION OF SURFACE TRANSPORTATION AND REMOVAL
SERVICES

§ 54.1-2819. Registration of surface transportation and removal services; penalty.
Any person or private business, except a common carrier engaged in interstate commerce, the Com-
monwealth and its agencies, or an emergency medical services agency holding a permit issued by
the Commissioner of Health pursuant to § 32.1-111.6, shall apply for and receive a registration as a
transportation and removal service in order to be authorized to engage in the business of surface trans-
portation or removal of dead human bodies in the Commonwealth.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0811
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-263/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2825/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2984/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/64.2-2000/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/64.2-2019/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2800/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2800/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0482
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-111.6/


Surface transportation and removal services shall not arrange or conduct funerals, provide for the care
or preparation, including embalming, of dead human bodies, or sell or provide funeral-related goods
and services without the issuance of a funeral service establishment license.

The Board shall promulgate regulations for such registration including proper procedures in the hand-
ling of all dead human bodies being transported, the application process for registration, and the estab-
lishment of registration fees. These regulations shall not require the use of a casket for transportation.
No licensed funeral service establishment shall be required to receive such registration in addition to
its funeral service establishment license. However, such establishment shall be subject to the reg-
ulations pertaining to transportation and removal services.

Every applicant for registration as a surface transportation and removal service shall include the name
of a manager of record on any application for registration and shall notify the Board within 30 days of
any change in the manager of record. Such notice shall include the name of the new manager of
record of the surface transportation and removal service.

All registrations as a surface transportation and removal service shall be renewed annually and no per-
son or private business shall engage in the business as a surface transportation and removal service
without holding a valid registration.

Any surface transportation or removal service that is not registered or persons who knowingly engage
in transportation or removal services without registration shall be subject to the disciplinary actions
provided in this chapter.

This section shall not be construed to prohibit private individuals from transporting or removing the
remains of deceased family members and relatives either by preference or in observation of religious
beliefs and customs.

1984, c. 761, § 54-260.74:1; 1986, c. 198; 1988, c. 765; 2006, c. 555; 2015, cc. 110, 534.

Article 5 - Preneed Funeral Contracts

§ 54.1-2820. Requirements of preneed funeral contracts.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person residing or doing business within this Commonwealth, to make,
either directly or indirectly by any means, a preneed funeral contract unless the contract:

1. Is made on forms prescribed by the Board and is written in clear, understandable language and prin-
ted in easy-to-read type, size and style;

2. Identifies the seller, seller's license number and contract buyer and the person for whom the con-
tract is purchased if other than the contract buyer;

3. Contains a complete description of the supplies or services purchased;

4. Clearly discloses whether the price of the supplies and services purchased is guaranteed;
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5. States if funds are required to be trusted pursuant to § 54.1-2822, the amount to be trusted, the
name of the trustee, the disposition of the interest, the fees, expenses and taxes which may be deduc-
ted from the interest and a statement of the buyer's responsibility for taxes owed on the interest;

6. Contains the name, address and telephone number of the Board and lists the Board as the reg-
ulatory agency which handles consumer complaints;

7. Provides that any person who makes payment under the contract may terminate the agreement at
any time prior to the furnishing of the services or supplies contracted for except as provided pursuant
to subsection B; if the purchaser terminates the contract within 30 days of execution, the purchaser
shall be refunded all consideration paid or delivered, together with any interest or income accrued
thereon; if the purchaser terminates the contract after 30 days, the purchaser shall be refunded any
amounts required to be deposited under § 54.1-2822, together with any interest or income accrued
thereon;

8. Provides that if the particular supplies and services specified in the contract are unavailable at the
time of delivery, the seller shall be required to furnish supplies and services similar in style and at
least equal in quality of material and workmanship and the representative of the deceased shall have
the right to choose the supplies or services to be substituted;

9. Discloses any penalties or restrictions, including but not limited to geographic restrictions or the
inability of the provider to perform, on the delivery of merchandise, services or prearrangement guar-
antee; and

10. Complies with all disclosure requirements imposed by the Board.

If the contract seller will not be furnishing the supplies and services to the purchaser, the contract
seller must attach to the preneed funeral contract a copy of the seller's agreement with the provider.

B. Subject to the requirements of § 54.1-2822, a preneed funeral contract may provide for an irre-
vocable trust or an amount in an irrevocable trust that is specifically identified as available exclusively
for funeral or burial expenses, where:

1. A person irrevocably contracts for funeral goods and services, such person funds the contract by
prepaying for the goods and services, and the funeral provider residing or doing business within the
Commonwealth subsequently places the funds in a trust; or

2. A person establishes an irrevocable trust naming the funeral provider as the beneficiary; however,
such person shall have the right to change the beneficiary to another funeral provider pursuant to §
54.1-2822.

C. If a life insurance or annuity contract is used to fund the preneed funeral contract, the face amount
of any life insurance policy issued to fund a preneed funeral contract shall not be decreased over the
life of the life insurance policy except for life insurance policies that have lapsed due to the non-
payment of premiums or have gone to a nonforfeiture option that lowers the face amount as allowed
for in the provisions of the policy. The following must also be disclosed as prescribed by the Board:



1. The fact that a life insurance policy or annuity contract is involved or being used to fund the preneed
contract;

2. The nature of the relationship among the soliciting agent, the provider of the supplies or services,
the prearranger and the insurer;

3. The relationship of the life insurance policy or annuity contract to the funding of the preneed con-
tract and the nature and existence of any guarantees relating to the preneed contract; and

4. The impact on the preneed contract of (i) any changes in the life insurance policy or annuity contract
including but not limited to changes in the assignment, beneficiary designation or use of the proceeds,
(ii) any penalties to be incurred by the policyholder as a result of failure to make premium payments,
(iii) any penalties to be incurred or moneys to be received as a result of cancellation or surrender of
the life insurance policy or annuity contract, and (iv) all relevant information concerning what occurs
and whether any entitlements or obligations arise if there is a difference between the proceeds of the
life insurance policy or annuity contract and the amount actually needed to fund the preneed contract.

D. When the consideration consists in whole or in part of any real estate, the contract shall be recor-
ded as an attachment to the deed whereby such real estate is conveyed, and the deed shall be recor-
ded in the clerk's office of the circuit court of the city or county in which the real estate being conveyed
is located.

E. If any funeral supplies are sold and delivered prior to the death of the subject for whom they are
provided, and the seller or any legal entity in which he or a member of his family has an interest there-
after stores these supplies, the risk of loss or damage shall be upon the seller during such period of
storage.

1989, c. 684; 1991, c. 721; 1992, c. 635; 1998, c. 738; 1999, c. 819; 2003, cc. 663, 673; 2007, c. 621;
2022, cc. 18, 641.

§ 54.1-2821. Exemptions.
This article shall not apply to the preneed sale of cemetery services or supplies regulated under
Chapter 23.1 (§ 54.1-2310 et seq.) of this title.

1989, c. 684.

§ 54.1-2822. Deposit of money received pursuant to preneed funeral contract.
A. Within 30 days following the receipt of any money paid pursuant to any preneed funeral contract or
interest or income accrued thereon, unless such amounts are paid to fund either an annuity or an insur-
ance policy which will be used to purchase the funeral supplies or services contracted for, the person
receiving such amounts shall deposit all consideration paid pursuant to the terms of a preneed funeral
contract in which the price of the supplies and services is not guaranteed, or ninety percent of all con-
sideration paid pursuant to the terms of a preneed funeral contract in which the price of the supplies
and services is guaranteed, in a special account in a bank or savings institution doing business in this
Commonwealth.
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B. The funds shall be deposited in separate, identifiable trust accounts setting forth the names of the
depositor, the trustee for the person who is the subject of the contract, the name of the person who will
render the funeral services and the name of the person who is the subject of the contract. The pur-
chaser shall have the right to change the beneficiary and trustee of the trust at any time prior to the fur-
nishing of the services or supplies contracted for under the preneed funeral contract. Trust account
records shall be subject to examination by the Board.

C. No funeral director, embalmer, funeral service licensee, owner of a funeral establishment, or any
person employed by or having an interest in a funeral establishment shall serve as trustee of a trust
account for which any such person, or any funeral establishment owned by or employing such person
or in which such person has an interest, has been named the beneficiary or designated the provider of
services, unless two or more such persons are named and serve as trustees and are required to act
jointly in such fiduciary capacity. Subject to the terms of this subsection, and notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the trustee for any such trust account may be an incorporated association that is
authorized to sell burial association group life insurance certificates in the Commonwealth, as
described in the definition of limited burial insurance authority in § 38.2-1800, whose principal pur-
pose is to assist its members in (i) financial planning for their funerals and burials and (ii) obtaining
insurance for the payment, in whole or in part, for funeral, burial, and related expenses.

1989, c. 684; 1992, c. 337; 2007, c. 621.

§ 54.1-2822.1. Funeral establishments to maintain preneed records.
Every person selling preneed funeral contracts within this Commonwealth shall keep and maintain
such records of preneed transactions, including copies of preneed contracts, as may be prescribed by
the Board. All such records shall be maintained on the premises of the funeral establishment provid-
ing the preneed services and supplies, except that preneed records of funeral establishments under
common ownership, control, or management may be maintained at a single location within this Com-
monwealth.

1995, c. 26.

§ 54.1-2823. Exemption from levy, garnishment and distress.
Any money, personal property or real property paid, delivered or conveyed subject to § 54.1-2822
shall be exempt from levy, garnishment or distress.

1989, c. 684.

§ 54.1-2824. Declaration of trust in consideration other than money.
Within thirty days following the receipt of any personal property other than money delivered pursuant
to any preneed funeral contract, the person receiving it, if title thereto is transferred, or the person mak-
ing such delivery, if title thereto is not transferred, shall execute in writing a declaration of trust setting
forth all the terms, conditions and considerations upon which the personal property is delivered, which
shall be acknowledged in the same manner as the contract and recorded in the clerk's office of the cir-
cuit court of the city or county in which the person delivering the personal property resides; provided,
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that if such terms, conditions and considerations are contained in the preneed funeral contract, the con-
tract shall be recorded.

1989, c. 684.

§ 54.1-2825. Person to make arrangements for funeral and disposition of remains.
A. Any person may designate in a signed and notarized writing, which has been accepted in writing
by the person so designated, an individual who shall make arrangements and be otherwise respons-
ible for his funeral and the disposition of his remains, including cremation, interment, entombment, or
memorialization, or some combination thereof, upon his death. Such designee shall have priority over
all persons otherwise entitled to make such arrangements, provided that a copy of the signed and not-
arized writing is provided to the funeral service establishment and to the cemetery, if any, no later than
48 hours after the funeral service establishment has received the remains. Nothing in this section shall
preclude any next of kin from paying any costs associated with any funeral or disposition of any
remains, provided that such payment is made with the concurrence of any person designated to make
arrangements.

B. In cases in which a person has designated in a U.S. Department of Defense Record of Emergency
Data (DD Form 93) or any successor form an individual to make arrangements for his funeral and dis-
position of his remains, and such person dies while serving in any branch of the United States Armed
Forces as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 1481, such designee shall be responsible for making such arrange-
ments.

1989, c. 684; 1998, c. 718; 2010, cc. 324, 380.

Chapter 29 - Medicine and Other Healing Arts

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-2900. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Acupuncturist" means an individual approved by the Board to practice acupuncture. This is limited to
"licensed acupuncturist" which means an individual other than a doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiro-
practic or podiatry who has successfully completed the requirements for licensure established by the
Board (approved titles are limited to: Licensed Acupuncturist, Lic.Ac., and L.Ac.).

"Advanced practice registered nurse" means a certified nurse midwife, certified registered nurse anes-
thetist, clinical nurse specialist, or nurse practitioner who is jointly licensed by the Boards of Medicine
and Nursing pursuant to § 54.1-2957, has completed an advanced graduate-level education program
in a specialty category of nursing, and has passed a national certifying examination for that specialty.

"Auricular acupuncture" means the subcutaneous insertion of sterile, disposable acupuncture needles
in predetermined, bilateral locations in the outer ear when used exclusively and specifically in the con-
text of a chemical dependency treatment program.
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"Birth control" means contraceptive methods that are approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration. "Birth control" shall not be considered abortion for the purposes of Title 18.2.

"Board" means the Board of Medicine.

"Certified nurse midwife" means an advanced practice registered nurse who is certified in the spe-
cialty of nurse midwifery and who is jointly licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing as an
advanced practice registered nurse pursuant to § 54.1-2957.

"Certified registered nurse anesthetist" means an advanced practice registered nurse who is certified
in the specialty of nurse anesthesia, who is jointly licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing as
an advanced practice registered nurse pursuant to § 54.1-2957, and who practices under the super-
vision of a doctor of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, or dentistry but is not subject to the practice agree-
ment requirement described in § 54.1-2957.

"Clinical nurse specialist" means an advanced practice registered nurse who is certified in the spe-
cialty of clinical nurse specialist and who is jointly licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing as
an advanced practice registered nurse pursuant to § 54.1-2957.

"Collaboration" means the communication and decision-making process among health care providers
who are members of a patient care team related to the treatment of a patient that includes the degree
of cooperation necessary to provide treatment and care of the patient and includes (i) communication
of data and information about the treatment and care of a patient, including the exchange of clinical
observations and assessments, and (ii) development of an appropriate plan of care, including
decisions regarding the health care provided, accessing and assessment of appropriate additional
resources or expertise, and arrangement of appropriate referrals, testing, or studies.

"Consultation" means communicating data and information, exchanging clinical observations and
assessments, accessing and assessing additional resources and expertise, problem-solving, and
arranging for referrals, testing, or studies.

"Genetic counselor" means a person licensed by the Board to engage in the practice of genetic coun-
seling.

"Healing arts" means the arts and sciences dealing with the prevention, diagnosis, treatment and cure
or alleviation of human physical or mental ailments, conditions, diseases, pain or infirmities.

"Licensed certified midwife" means a person who is licensed as a certified midwife by the Boards of
Medicine and Nursing.

"Medical malpractice judgment" means any final order of any court entering judgment against a
licensee of the Board that arises out of any tort action or breach of contract action for personal injuries
or wrongful death, based on health care or professional services rendered, or that should have been
rendered, by a health care provider, to a patient.



"Medical malpractice settlement" means any written agreement and release entered into by or on
behalf of a licensee of the Board in response to a written claim for money damages that arises out of
any personal injuries or wrongful death, based on health care or professional services rendered, or
that should have been rendered, by a health care provider, to a patient.

"Nurse practitioner" means an advanced practice registered nurse, other than an advanced practice
registered nurse licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing in the category of certified nurse mid-
wife, certified registered nurse anesthetist, or clinical nurse specialist, who is jointly licensed by the
Boards of Medicine and Nursing pursuant to § 54.1-2957.

"Occupational therapy assistant" means an individual who has met the requirements of the Board for
licensure and who works under the supervision of a licensed occupational therapist to assist in the
practice of occupational therapy.

"Patient care team" means a multidisciplinary team of health care providers actively functioning as a
unit with the management and leadership of one or more patient care team physicians for the purpose
of providing and delivering health care to a patient or group of patients.

"Patient care team physician" means a physician who is actively licensed to practice medicine in the
Commonwealth, who regularly practices medicine in the Commonwealth, and who provides man-
agement and leadership in the care of patients as part of a patient care team.

"Patient care team podiatrist" means a podiatrist who is actively licensed to practice podiatry in the
Commonwealth, who regularly practices podiatry in the Commonwealth, and who provides man-
agement and leadership in the care of patients as part of a patient care team.

"Physician assistant" means a health care professional who has met the requirements of the Board for
licensure as a physician assistant.

"Practice of acupuncture" means the stimulation of certain points on or near the surface of the body by
the insertion of needles to prevent or modify the perception of pain or to normalize physiological func-
tions, including pain control, for the treatment of certain ailments or conditions of the body and
includes the techniques of electroacupuncture, cupping and moxibustion. The practice of acupuncture
does not include the use of physical therapy, chiropractic, or osteopathic manipulative techniques; the
use or prescribing of any drugs, medications, serums or vaccines; or the procedure of auricular acu-
puncture as exempted in § 54.1-2901 when used in the context of a chemical dependency treatment
program for patients eligible for federal, state or local public funds by an employee of the program who
is trained and approved by the National Acupuncture Detoxification Association or an equivalent cer-
tifying body.

"Practice of athletic training" means the prevention, recognition, evaluation, and treatment of injuries
or conditions related to athletic or recreational activity that requires physical skill and utilizes strength,
power, endurance, speed, flexibility, range of motion or agility or a substantially similar injury or con-
dition resulting from occupational activity immediately upon the onset of such injury or condition; and



subsequent treatment and rehabilitation of such injuries or conditions under the direction of the
patient's physician or under the direction of any doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry,
or dentistry, while using heat, light, sound, cold, electricity, exercise or mechanical or other devices.

"Practice of behavior analysis" means the design, implementation, and evaluation of environmental
modifications, using behavioral stimuli and consequences, to produce socially significant improve-
ment in human behavior, including the use of direct observation, measurement, and functional ana-
lysis of the relationship between environment and behavior.

"Practice of chiropractic" means the adjustment of the 24 movable vertebrae of the spinal column, and
assisting nature for the purpose of normalizing the transmission of nerve energy, but does not include
the use of surgery, obstetrics, osteopathy, or the administration or prescribing of any drugs, medicines,
serums, or vaccines. "Practice of chiropractic" shall include (i) requesting, receiving, and reviewing a
patient's medical and physical history, including information related to past surgical and nonsurgical
treatment of the patient and controlled substances prescribed to the patient, and (ii) documenting in a
patient's record information related to the condition and symptoms of the patient, the examination and
evaluation of the patient made by the doctor of chiropractic, and treatment provided to the patient by
the doctor of chiropractic. "Practice of chiropractic" shall also include performing the physical exam-
ination of an applicant for a commercial driver's license or commercial learner's permit pursuant to §
46.2-341.12 if the practitioner has (i) applied for and received certification as a medical examiner pur-
suant to 49 C.F.R. Part 390, Subpart D and (ii) registered with the National Registry of Certified Med-
ical Examiners.

"Practice of genetic counseling" means (i) obtaining and evaluating individual and family medical his-
tories to assess the risk of genetic medical conditions and diseases in a patient, his offspring, and
other family members; (ii) discussing the features, history, diagnosis, environmental factors, and risk
management of genetic medical conditions and diseases; (iii) ordering genetic laboratory tests and
other diagnostic studies necessary for genetic assessment; (iv) integrating the results with personal
and family medical history to assess and communicate risk factors for genetic medical conditions and
diseases; (v) evaluating the patient's and family's responses to the medical condition or risk of recur-
rence and providing client-centered counseling and anticipatory guidance; (vi) identifying and utilizing
community resources that provide medical, educational, financial, and psychosocial support and
advocacy; and (vii) providing written documentation of medical, genetic, and counseling information
for families and health care professionals.

"Practice of licensed certified midwifery" means the provision of primary health care for pread-
olescents, adolescents, and adults within the scope of practice of a certified midwife established in
accordance with the Standards for the Practice of Midwifery set by the American College of Nurse-Mid-
wives, including (i) providing sexual and reproductive care and care during pregnancy and childbirth,
postpartum care, and care for the newborn for up to 28 days following the birth of the child; (ii) pre-
scribing of pharmacological and non-pharmacological therapies within the scope of the practice of mid-
wifery; (iii) consulting or collaborating with or referring patients to such other health care providers as



may be appropriate for the care of the patients; and (iv) serving as an educator in the theory and prac-
tice of midwifery.

"Practice of medicine or osteopathic medicine" means the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of
human physical or mental ailments, conditions, diseases, pain, or infirmities by any means or method.

"Practice of occupational therapy" means the therapeutic use of occupations for habilitation and rehab-
ilitation to enhance physical health, mental health, and cognitive functioning and includes the eval-
uation, analysis, assessment, and delivery of education and training in basic and instrumental
activities of daily living; the design, fabrication, and application of orthoses (splints); the design, selec-
tion, and use of adaptive equipment and assistive technologies; therapeutic activities to enhance func-
tional performance; vocational evaluation and training; and consultation concerning the adaptation of
physical, sensory, and social environments.

"Practice of podiatry" means the prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and cure or alleviation of physical
conditions, diseases, pain, or infirmities of the human foot and ankle, including the medical, mech-
anical and surgical treatment of the ailments of the human foot and ankle, but does not include ampu-
tation of the foot proximal to the transmetatarsal level through the metatarsal shafts. Amputations
proximal to the metatarsal-phalangeal joints may only be performed in a hospital or ambulatory sur-
gery facility accredited by an organization listed in § 54.1-2939. The practice includes the diagnosis
and treatment of lower extremity ulcers; however, the treatment of severe lower extremity ulcers prox-
imal to the foot and ankle may only be performed by appropriately trained, credentialed podiatrists in
an approved hospital or ambulatory surgery center at which the podiatrist has privileges, as described
in § 54.1-2939. The Board of Medicine shall determine whether a specific type of treatment of the foot
and ankle is within the scope of practice of podiatry.

"Practice of radiologic technology" means the application of ionizing radiation to human beings for dia-
gnostic or therapeutic purposes.

"Practice of respiratory care" means the (i) administration of pharmacological, diagnostic, and thera-
peutic agents related to respiratory care procedures necessary to implement a treatment, disease pre-
vention, pulmonary rehabilitative, or diagnostic regimen prescribed by a practitioner of medicine or
osteopathic medicine; (ii) transcription and implementation of the written or verbal orders of a prac-
titioner of medicine or osteopathic medicine pertaining to the practice of respiratory care; (iii) obser-
vation and monitoring of signs and symptoms, general behavior, general physical response to
respiratory care treatment and diagnostic testing, including determination of whether such signs, symp-
toms, reactions, behavior or general physical response exhibit abnormal characteristics; and (iv) imple-
mentation of respiratory care procedures, based on observed abnormalities, or appropriate reporting,
referral, respiratory care protocols or changes in treatment pursuant to the written or verbal orders by a
licensed practitioner of medicine or osteopathic medicine or the initiation of emergency procedures,
pursuant to the Board's regulations or as otherwise authorized by law. The practice of respiratory care
may be performed in any clinic, hospital, skilled nursing facility, private dwelling or other place



deemed appropriate by the Board in accordance with the written or verbal order of a practitioner of
medicine or osteopathic medicine, and shall be performed under qualified medical direction.

"Practice of surgical assisting" means the performance of significant surgical tasks, including manip-
ulation of organs, suturing of tissue, placement of hemostatic agents, injection of local anesthetic, har-
vesting of veins, implementation of devices, and other duties as directed by a licensed doctor of
medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry under the direct supervision of a licensed doctor of medicine, osteo-
pathy, or podiatry.

"Qualified medical direction" means, in the context of the practice of respiratory care, having readily
accessible to the respiratory therapist a licensed practitioner of medicine or osteopathic medicine who
has specialty training or experience in the management of acute and chronic respiratory disorders and
who is responsible for the quality, safety, and appropriateness of the respiratory services provided by
the respiratory therapist.

"Radiologic technologist" means an individual, other than a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy,
podiatry, or chiropractic or a dentist licensed pursuant to Chapter 27 (§ 54.1-2700 et seq.), who (i) per-
forms, may be called upon to perform, or is licensed to perform a comprehensive scope of diagnostic
or therapeutic radiologic procedures employing ionizing radiation and (ii) is delegated or exercises
responsibility for the operation of radiation-generating equipment, the shielding of patient and staff
from unnecessary radiation, the appropriate exposure of radiographs, the administration of radioactive
chemical compounds under the direction of an authorized user as specified by regulations of the
Department of Health, or other procedures that contribute to any significant extent to the site or dosage
of ionizing radiation to which a patient is exposed.

"Radiologic technologist, limited" means an individual, other than a licensed radiologic technologist,
dental hygienist, or person who is otherwise authorized by the Board of Dentistry under Chapter 27 (§
54.1-2700 et seq.) and the regulations pursuant thereto, who performs diagnostic radiographic pro-
cedures employing equipment that emits ionizing radiation that is limited to specific areas of the
human body.

"Radiologist assistant" means an individual who has met the requirements of the Board for licensure
as an advanced-level radiologic technologist and who, under the direct supervision of a licensed doc-
tor of medicine or osteopathy specializing in the field of radiology, is authorized to (i) assess and eval-
uate the physiological and psychological responsiveness of patients undergoing radiologic
procedures; (ii) evaluate image quality, make initial observations, and communicate observations to
the supervising radiologist; (iii) administer contrast media or other medications prescribed by the
supervising radiologist; and (iv) perform, or assist the supervising radiologist to perform, any other pro-
cedure consistent with the guidelines adopted by the American College of Radiology, the American
Society of Radiologic Technologists, and the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists.

"Respiratory care" means the practice of the allied health profession responsible for the direct and
indirect services, including inhalation therapy and respiratory therapy, in the treatment, management,



diagnostic testing, control, and care of patients with deficiencies and abnormalities associated with
the cardiopulmonary system under qualified medical direction.

"Surgical assistant" means an individual who has met the requirements of the Board for licensure as a
surgical assistant and who works under the direct supervision of a licensed doctor of medicine, osteo-
pathy, or podiatry.

Code 1950, § 54-273; 1950, p. 110; 1958, c. 161; 1960, c. 268; 1966, c. 657; 1970, c. 69; 1973, c. 529;
1975, cc. 508, 512; 1977, c. 127; 1980, c. 157; 1986, c. 439; 1987, cc. 522, 543; 1988, cc. 737, 765;
1991, c. 643; 1994, c. 803; 1995, c. 777; 1996, cc. 152, 158, 470, 937, 980; 1998, cc. 319, 557, 593;
1999, cc. 639, 682, 747, 779; 2000, cc. 688, 814; 2001, c. 533; 2004, c. 731; 2007, c. 861; 2008, cc.
64, 89; 2009, cc. 83, 507; 2010, cc. 715, 725; 2011, cc. 121, 187; 2012, cc. 3, 110, 168, 213, 399;
2014, cc. 10, 266; 2015, c. 302; 2016, c. 93; 2017, c. 171; 2019, cc. 92, 137; 2020, cc. 357, 420, 1222;
2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 157, 200, 201; 2022, c. 151; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2901. Exceptions and exemptions generally.
A. The provisions of this chapter shall not prevent or prohibit:

1. Any person entitled to practice his profession under any prior law on June 24, 1944, from continuing
such practice within the scope of the definition of his particular school of practice;

2. Any person licensed to practice naturopathy prior to June 30, 1980, from continuing such practice in
accordance with regulations promulgated by the Board;

3. Any licensed advanced practice registered nurse from rendering care in accordance with the pro-
visions of §§ 54.1-2957 and 54.1-2957.01, any advanced practice registered nurse licensed by the
Boards of Medicine and Nursing in the category of certified nurse midwife practicing pursuant to sub-
section H of § 54.1-2957, or any advanced practice registered nurse licensed by the Boards of Medi-
cine and Nursing in the category of clinical nurse specialist practicing pursuant to subsection J of §
54.1-2957 when such services are authorized by regulations promulgated jointly by the Boards of
Medicine and Nursing;

4. Any registered professional nurse, licensed advanced practice registered nurse, graduate labor-
atory technician or other technical personnel who have been properly trained from rendering care or
services within the scope of their usual professional activities which shall include the taking of blood,
the giving of intravenous infusions and intravenous injections, and the insertion of tubes when per-
formed under the orders of a person licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy, an advanced prac-
tice registered nurse, or a physician assistant;

5. Any dentist, pharmacist or optometrist from rendering care or services within the scope of his usual
professional activities;

6. Any practitioner licensed or certified by the Board from delegating to personnel supervised by him,
such activities or functions as are nondiscretionary and do not require the exercise of professional
judgment for their performance and which are usually or customarily delegated to such persons by
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practitioners of the healing arts, if such activities or functions are authorized by and performed for such
practitioners of the healing arts and responsibility for such activities or functions is assumed by such
practitioners of the healing arts;

7. The rendering of medical advice or information through telecommunications from a physician
licensed to practice medicine in Virginia or an adjoining state, or from a licensed advanced practice
registered nurse, to emergency medical personnel acting in an emergency situation;

8. The domestic administration of family remedies;

9. The giving or use of massages, steam baths, dry heat rooms, infrared heat or ultraviolet lamps in
public or private health clubs and spas;

10. The manufacture or sale of proprietary medicines in this Commonwealth by licensed pharmacists
or druggists;

11. The advertising or sale of commercial appliances or remedies;

12. The fitting by nonitinerant persons or manufacturers of artificial eyes, limbs or other apparatus or
appliances or the fitting of plaster cast counterparts of deformed portions of the body by a nonitinerant
bracemaker or prosthetist for the purpose of having a three-dimensional record of the deformity, when
such bracemaker or prosthetist has received a prescription from a licensed physician, licensed
advanced practice registered nurse, or licensed physician assistant directing the fitting of such casts
and such activities are conducted in conformity with the laws of Virginia;

13. Any person from the rendering of first aid or medical assistance in an emergency in the absence of
a person licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy under the provisions of this chapter;

14. The practice of the religious tenets of any church in the ministration to the sick and suffering by
mental or spiritual means without the use of any drug or material remedy, whether gratuitously or for
compensation;

15. Any legally qualified out-of-state or foreign practitioner from meeting in consultation with legally
licensed practitioners in this Commonwealth;

16. Any practitioner of the healing arts licensed or certified and in good standing with the applicable
regulatory agency in another state or Canada when that practitioner of the healing arts is in Virginia
temporarily and such practitioner has been issued a temporary authorization by the Board from prac-
ticing medicine or the duties of the profession for which he is licensed or certified (i) in a summer camp
or in conjunction with patients who are participating in recreational activities, (ii) while participating in
continuing educational programs prescribed by the Board, or (iii) by rendering at any site any health
care services within the limits of his license, voluntarily and without compensation, to any patient of
any clinic which is organized in whole or in part for the delivery of health care services without charge
as provided in § 54.1-106;



17. The performance of the duties of any active duty health care provider in active service in the army,
navy, coast guard, marine corps, air force, or public health service of the United States at any public or
private health care facility while such individual is so commissioned or serving and in accordance with
his official military duties;

18. Any masseur, who publicly represents himself as such, from performing services within the scope
of his usual professional activities and in conformance with state law;

19. Any person from performing services in the lawful conduct of his particular profession or business
under state law;

20. Any person from rendering emergency care pursuant to the provisions of § 8.01-225;

21. Qualified emergency medical services personnel, when acting within the scope of their cer-
tification, and licensed health care practitioners, when acting within their scope of practice, from fol-
lowing Durable Do Not Resuscitate Orders issued in accordance with § 54.1-2987.1 and Board of
Health regulations, or licensed health care practitioners from following any other written order of a
physician not to resuscitate a patient in the event of cardiac or respiratory arrest;

22. Any commissioned or contract medical officer of the army, navy, coast guard or air force rendering
services voluntarily and without compensation while deemed to be licensed pursuant to § 54.1-106;

23. Any provider of a chemical dependency treatment program who is certified as an "acupuncture
detoxification specialist" by the National Acupuncture Detoxification Association or an equivalent cer-
tifying body, from administering auricular acupuncture treatment under the appropriate supervision of
a National Acupuncture Detoxification Association certified licensed physician or licensed acu-
puncturist;

24. Any employee of any assisted living facility who is certified in cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) acting in compliance with the patient's individualized service plan and with the written order of
the attending physician not to resuscitate a patient in the event of cardiac or respiratory arrest;

25. Any person working as a health assistant under the direction of a licensed medical or osteopathic
doctor within the Department of Corrections, the Department of Juvenile Justice or local correctional
facilities;

26. Any employee of a school board, authorized by a prescriber and trained in the administration of
insulin and glucagon, when, upon the authorization of a prescriber and the written request of the par-
ents as defined in § 22.1-1, assisting with the administration of insulin or administrating glucagon to a
student diagnosed as having diabetes and who requires insulin injections during the school day or for
whom glucagon has been prescribed for the emergency treatment of hypoglycemia;

27. Any practitioner of the healing arts or other profession regulated by the Board from rendering free
health care to an underserved population of Virginia who (i) does not regularly practice his profession
in Virginia, (ii) holds a current valid license or certificate to practice his profession in another state, ter-
ritory, district or possession of the United States, (iii) volunteers to provide free health care to an



underserved area of the Commonwealth under the auspices of a publicly supported all volunteer, non-
profit organization that sponsors the provision of health care to populations of underserved people, (iv)
files a copy of the license or certification issued in such other jurisdiction with the Board, (v) notifies
the Board at least five business days prior to the voluntary provision of services of the dates and loc-
ation of such service, and (vi) acknowledges, in writing, that such licensure exemption shall only be
valid, in compliance with the Board's regulations, during the limited period that such free health care is
made available through the volunteer, nonprofit organization on the dates and at the location filed with
the Board. The Board may deny the right to practice in Virginia to any practitioner of the healing arts
whose license or certificate has been previously suspended or revoked, who has been convicted of a
felony or who is otherwise found to be in violation of applicable laws or regulations. However, the
Board shall allow a practitioner of the healing arts who meets the above criteria to provide volunteer
services without prior notice for a period of up to three days, provided the nonprofit organization veri-
fies that the practitioner has a valid, unrestricted license in another state;

28. Any registered nurse, acting as an agent of the Department of Health, from obtaining specimens of
sputum or other bodily fluid from persons in whom the diagnosis of active tuberculosis disease, as
defined in § 32.1-49.1, is suspected and submitting orders for testing of such specimens to the Divi-
sion of Consolidated Laboratories or other public health laboratories, designated by the State Health
Commissioner, for the purpose of determining the presence or absence of tubercle bacilli as defined
in § 32.1-49.1;

29. Any physician of medicine or osteopathy or advanced practice registered nurse from delegating to
a registered nurse under his supervision the screening and testing of children for elevated blood-lead
levels when such testing is conducted (i) in accordance with a written protocol between the physician
or advanced practice registered nurse and the registered nurse and (ii) in compliance with the Board
of Health's regulations promulgated pursuant to §§ 32.1-46.1 and 32.1-46.2. Any follow-up testing or
treatment shall be conducted at the direction of a physician or an advanced practice registered nurse;

30. Any practitioner of one of the professions regulated by the Board of Medicine who is in good stand-
ing with the applicable regulatory agency in another state or Canada from engaging in the practice of
that profession when the practitioner is in Virginia temporarily with an out-of-state athletic team or ath-
lete for the duration of the athletic tournament, game, or event in which the team or athlete is com-
peting;

31. Any person from performing state or federally funded health care tasks directed by the consumer,
which are typically self-performed, for an individual who lives in a private residence and who, by
reason of disability, is unable to perform such tasks but who is capable of directing the appropriate per-
formance of such tasks;

32. Any practitioner of one of the professions regulated by the Board of Medicine who is in good stand-
ing with the applicable regulatory agency in another state from engaging in the practice of that pro-
fession in Virginia with a patient who is being transported to or from a Virginia hospital for care;



33. Any doctor of medicine or osteopathy, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse
who would otherwise be subject to licensure by the Board who holds an active, unrestricted license in
another state, the District of Columbia, or a United States territory or possession and who is in good
standing with the applicable regulatory agency in that state, the District of Columbia, or that United
States territory or possession who provides behavioral health services, as defined in § 37.2-100, from
engaging in the practice of his profession and providing behavioral health services to a patient located
in the Commonwealth in accordance with the standard of care when (i) such practice is for the pur-
pose of providing continuity of care through the use of telemedicine services as defined in § 38.2-
3418.16 and (ii) the practitioner has previously established a practitioner-patient relationship with the
patient and has performed an in-person evaluation of the patient within the previous year. A prac-
titioner who provides behavioral health services to a patient located in the Commonwealth through
use of telemedicine services pursuant to this subdivision may provide such services for a period of no
more than one year from the date on which the practitioner began providing such services to such
patient;

34. Any employee of a program licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental
Services who is certified in cardiopulmonary resuscitation from acting in compliance with a program
participant's valid written order not to resuscitate issued in accordance with § 54.1-2987.1 if such valid
written order not to resuscitate is included in the program participant's individualized service plan; or

35. Any doctor of medicine or osteopathy, physician assistant, respiratory therapist, occupational ther-
apist, or nurse practitioner who would otherwise be subject to licensure by the Board who holds an act-
ive, unrestricted license in another state or the District of Columbia and who is in good standing with
the applicable regulatory agency in that state or the District of Columbia from engaging in the practice
of that profession in the Commonwealth with a patient located in the Commonwealth when (i) such
practice is for the purpose of providing continuity of care through the use of telemedicine services as
defined in § 38.2-3418.16 and (ii) the patient is a current patient of the practitioner with whom the prac-
titioner has previously established a practitioner-patient relationship and the practitioner has per-
formed an in-person examination of the patient within the previous 12 months.

For purposes of this subdivision, if such practitioner with whom the patient has previously established
a practitioner-patient relationship is unavailable at the time in which the patient seeks continuity of
care, another practitioner of the same subspecialty at the same group practice with access to the
patient's treatment history may provide continuity of care using telemedicine services until the prac-
titioner with whom the patient has a previously established relationship becomes available. For the
purposes of this subdivision, "practitioner of the same subspecialty" means a practitioner who utilizes
the same subspecialty taxonomy code designation for claims processing.

For the purposes of this subdivision, if a patient is (a) an enrollee of a health maintenance organ-
ization that contracts with a multispecialty group of practitioners, each of whom is licensed by the
Board of Medicine, and (b) a current patient of at least one practitioner who is a member of the multis-
pecialty group with whom such practitioner has previously established a practitioner-patient



relationship and of whom such practitioner has performed an in-person examination within the pre-
vious 12 months, the patient shall be deemed to be a current patient of each practitioner in the multis-
pecialty group with whom each such practitioner has established a practitioner-patient relationship.

B. Notwithstanding any provision of law or regulation to the contrary, military medical personnel, as
defined in § 2.2-2001.4, while participating in a program established by the Department of Veterans
Services pursuant to § 2.2-2001.4, may practice under the supervision of a licensed physician or podi-
atrist or the chief medical officer of an organization participating in such program, or his designee who
is a licensee of the Board and supervising within his scope of practice.

Code 1950, §§ 54-273, 54-274, 54-276 through 54-276.6; 1950, pp. 98, 110; 1954, c. 556; 1958, c.
161; 1960, c. 268; 1962, cc. 127, 394; 164, c. 317; 1966, c. 657; 1970, c. 69; 1973, cc. 105, 514, 529;
1975, cc. 508, 512; 1976, c. 15; 1977, c. 127; 1980, c. 157; 1981, c. 300; 1982, c. 220; 1985, cc. 303,
347, 372; 1986, cc. 377, 439; 1987, cc. 522, 543; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 412, 414; 1994, c. 787; 1995,
cc. 509, 777; 1996, cc. 775, 779, 937, 980; 1998, cc. 630, 803, 854; 1999, cc. 570, 814; 2000, cc. 688,
814; 2001, cc. 235, 237, 533; 2002, c. 740; 2003, cc. 514, 519, 641; 2005, cc. 113, 926; 2006, c. 750;
2008, c. 674; 2010, c. 245; 2011, cc. 632, 811; 2012, c. 213; 2014, c. 8; 2016, cc. 74, 212, 418, 494,
495; 2018, cc. 69, 338, 776; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 157; 2022, cc. 275, 709, 720, 753; 2023, cc. 150,
151, 183.

§ 54.1-2902. Unlawful to practice without license.
It is unlawful for any person to practice medicine, osteopathic medicine, chiropractic, or podiatry or as
a physician assistant in the Commonwealth without a valid unrevoked license issued by the Board.

Code 1950, § 54-274; 1950, p. 98; 1958, c. 161; 1962, c. 127; 1966, c. 657; 1970, c. 69; 1973, cc. 105,
514, 529; 1975, c. 508; 1976, c. 15; 1980, c. 157; 1982, c. 220; 1985, cc. 303, 347; 1986, c. 377; 1988,
c. 765; 1996, cc. 937, 980; 2000, c. 688; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 210.

§ 54.1-2903. (Effective until January 1, 2024) What constitutes practice; advertising in connection
with medical practice.
A. Any person shall be regarded as practicing the healing arts who actually engages in such practice
as defined in this chapter, or who opens an office for such purpose, or who advertises or announces to
the public in any manner a readiness to practice or who uses in connection with his name the words
or letters "Doctor," "Dr.," "M.D.," "D.O.," "D.P.M.," "D.C.," "Healer," "N.P.," or any other title, word, letter
or designation intending to designate or imply that he is a practitioner of the healing arts or that he is
able to heal, cure or relieve those suffering from any injury, deformity or disease.

Signing a birth or death certificate, or signing any statement certifying that the person so signing has
rendered professional service to the sick or injured, or signing or issuing a prescription for drugs or
other remedial agents, shall be prima facie evidence that the person signing or issuing such writing is
practicing the healing arts within the meaning of this chapter except where persons other than phys-
icians are required to sign birth certificates.
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B. No person regulated under this chapter shall use the title "Doctor" or the abbreviation "Dr." in writ-
ing or in advertising in connection with his practice unless he simultaneously uses words, initials, an
abbreviation or designation, or other language that identifies the type of practice for which he is
licensed. No person regulated under this chapter shall include in any advertisement a reference to
marijuana, as defined in § 18.2-247, unless such advertisement is for the treatment of addiction or sub-
stance abuse. However, nothing in this subsection shall prevent a person from including in any advert-
isement that such person is registered with the Board of Pharmacy to issue written certifications for the
use of cannabis products, as defined in § 54.1-3408.3.

Code 1950, § 54-275; 1958, c. 161; 1966, c. 657; 1973, c. 529; 1975, c. 508; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c.
102; 1996, cc. 937, 980; 2000, c. 688; 2018, c. 776; 2019, c. 656; 2021 Sp. Sess. I, cc. 227, 228.

§ 54.1-2903. (Effective January 1, 2024) What constitutes practice; advertising in connection with
medical practice.
A. Any person shall be regarded as practicing the healing arts who actually engages in such practice
as defined in this chapter, or who opens an office for such purpose, or who advertises or announces to
the public in any manner a readiness to practice or who uses in connection with his name the words
or letters "Doctor," "Dr.," "M.D.," "D.O.," "D.P.M.," "D.C.," "Healer," "N.P.," or any other title, word, letter
or designation intending to designate or imply that he is a practitioner of the healing arts or that he is
able to heal, cure or relieve those suffering from any injury, deformity or disease.

Signing a birth or death certificate, or signing any statement certifying that the person so signing has
rendered professional service to the sick or injured, or signing or issuing a prescription for drugs or
other remedial agents, shall be prima facie evidence that the person signing or issuing such writing is
practicing the healing arts within the meaning of this chapter except where persons other than phys-
icians are required to sign birth certificates.

B. No person regulated under this chapter shall use the title "Doctor" or the abbreviation "Dr." in writ-
ing or in advertising in connection with his practice unless he simultaneously uses words, initials, an
abbreviation or designation, or other language that identifies the type of practice for which he is
licensed. No person regulated under this chapter shall include in any advertisement a reference to
marijuana, as defined in § 18.2-247, unless such advertisement is for the treatment of addiction or sub-
stance abuse. However, nothing in this subsection shall prevent a person from including in any advert-
isement that such person is registered with the Board of Directors of the Virginia Cannabis Control
Authority to issue written certifications for the use of cannabis products, as defined in § 4.1-1600.

Code 1950, § 54-275; 1958, c. 161; 1966, c. 657; 1973, c. 529; 1975, c. 508; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c.
102; 1996, cc. 937, 980; 2000, c. 688; 2018, c. 776; 2019, c. 656; 2021 Sp. Sess. I, cc. 227, 228; 2023,
cc. 740, 773.

§ 54.1-2904. Biennial renewal of licenses; copies; fee; lapsed licenses; reinstatement; penalties.
A. Every license granted under the provisions of this chapter shall be renewed biennially as pre-
scribed by the Board. The Board shall send by mail or electronically notice for renewal of a license to
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every licensee. Failure to receive such notice shall not excuse any licensee from the requirements of
renewal. The person receiving such notice shall furnish the information requested and submit the pre-
scribed renewal fee to the Board. Copies of licenses may be obtained as provided in the Board's reg-
ulations.

B. Any licensee who allows his license to lapse by failing to renew the license or failing to meet pro-
fessional activity requirements stipulated in the regulations may be reinstated by the Board upon sub-
mission of evidence satisfactory to the Board that he is prepared to resume practice in a competent
manner and upon payment of the prescribed fee.

C. Any person practicing during the time his license has lapsed shall be considered an illegal prac-
titioner and shall be subject to the penalties for violation of this chapter.

D. When the Board of Health has issued an emergency order pursuant to § 32.1-13, the Board may
waive (i) the requirement for submission of a fee for renewal or reinstatement of a license to practice
medicine or osteopathic medicine or as a physician assistant or an advanced practice registered
nurse and (ii) the requirement for submission of evidence satisfactory to the Board that a practitioner
whose license was allowed to lapse for failure to meet professional activity requirements has satisfied
such requirements and is prepared to resume practice in a competent manner for any person who
held a valid, unrestricted, active license to practice such profession within the four-year period imme-
diately prior to the application for renewal or reinstatement of such license.

Code 1950, § 54-315.1; 1958, c. 161; 1962, c. 128; 1966, c. 657; 1968, c. 674; 1970, c. 69; 1975, c.
508; 1980, c. 157; 1982, c. 606; 1985, c. 303; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 937, 980; 2000, c. 688; 2013, c.
144; 2018, c. 101; 2022, cc. 720, 753; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2905. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2013, c. 144, cl. 2.

§§ 54.1-2906, 54.1-2907. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, c. 64.

§ 54.1-2908. Reports of disciplinary action against health professionals; immunity from liability; civil
penalty.
A. The president of the Medical Society of Virginia, the Osteopathic Medical Association, the Virginia
Chiropractors Association, Inc., and the Virginia Podiatric Medical Association shall report within 30
days to the Board of Medicine any disciplinary action taken by his organization against any member of
his organization licensed under this chapter if such disciplinary action is a result of conduct involving
intentional or negligent conduct that causes or is likely to cause injury to a patient or patients, pro-
fessional ethics, professional incompetence, moral turpitude, drug addiction or alcohol abuse.

B. The president of any association, society, academy or organization shall report within 30 days to
the Board of Medicine any disciplinary action taken against any of its members licensed under this
chapter if such disciplinary action is a result of conduct involving intentional or negligent conduct that
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causes or is likely to cause injury to a patient or patients, professional ethics, professional incom-
petence, moral turpitude, drug addiction or alcohol abuse.

C. Any report required by this section shall be in writing directed to the Board of Medicine, shall give
the name and address of the person who is the subject of the report and shall fully describe the cir-
cumstances surrounding the facts required to be reported. The report shall include the names and con-
tact information of individuals with knowledge about the facts required to be reported and the names
and contact information of all individuals from whom the association, society, academy, or organ-
ization sought information to substantiate the facts required to be reported. All relevant medical
records maintained by the reporting entity shall be attached to the report if patient care or the health
professional's health status is at issue. The reporting association, society, academy or organization
shall also provide notice to the Board that it has submitted any required report to the National Prac-
titioner Data Bank under the Health Care Quality Improvement Act, 42 U.S.C. § 11101 et seq.

The reporting association, society, academy or organization shall give the health professional who is
the subject of the report an opportunity to review the report. The health professional may submit a sep-
arate report if he disagrees with the substance of the report.

D. No person or entity shall be obligated to report any matter to the Board if the person or entity has
actual notice that the matter has already been reported to the Board.

E. Any person making a report required by this section, providing information pursuant to an invest-
igation or testifying in a judicial or administrative proceeding as a result of such report shall be
immune from any civil liability resulting therefrom unless such person acted in bad faith or with mali-
cious intent.

F. In the event that any organization enumerated in subsection A or any component thereof receives a
complaint against one of its members, such organization may, in lieu of considering disciplinary action
against such member, request that the Board investigate the matter pursuant to this chapter, in which
event any person participating in the decision to make such a request or testifying in a judicial or
administrative proceeding as a result of such request shall be immune from any civil liability alleged to
have resulted therefrom unless such person acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

G. Any person who fails to make a report to the Board as required by this section shall be subject to a
civil penalty not to exceed $5,000. Any person assessed a civil penalty pursuant to this section shall
not receive a license, registration or certification or renewal of such from any health regulatory board
unless such penalty has been paid.

1977, c. 639, § 54-317.4; 1978, c. 541; 1983, c. 40; 1986, c. 434; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 937, 980;
2000, c. 688; 2003, cc. 753, 762.

§ 54.1-2909. Further reporting requirements; civil penalty; disciplinary action.
A. The following matters shall be reported within 30 days of their occurrence to the Board:
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1. Any disciplinary action taken against a person licensed under this chapter in another state or in a
federal health institution or voluntary surrender of a license in another state while under investigation;

2. Any malpractice judgment against a person licensed under this chapter;

3. Any settlement of a malpractice claim against a person licensed under this chapter; and

4. Any evidence that indicates a reasonable belief that a person licensed under this chapter is or may
be professionally incompetent; has or may have engaged in intentional or negligent conduct that
causes or is likely to cause injury to a patient or patients; has or may have engaged in unprofessional
conduct; or may be mentally or physically unable to engage safely in the practice of his profession.

B. The following persons and entities are subject to the reporting requirements set forth in this section:

1. Any person licensed under this chapter who is the subject of a disciplinary action, a settlement, a
judgment, or evidence for which reporting is required pursuant to this section;

2. Any other person licensed under this chapter, except as provided by a contract agreement with the
Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program;

3. All health care institutions licensed by the Commonwealth;

4. The malpractice insurance carrier of any person who is the subject of a judgment or settlement; and

5. Any health maintenance organization licensed by the Commonwealth.

C. No person or entity shall be obligated to report any matter to the Board if the person or entity has
actual notice that the matter has already been reported to the Board. The reporting requirements set
forth in this section shall be met if these matters are reported to the National Practitioner Data Bank
under the Health Care Quality Improvement Act, 42 U.S.C. § 11101 et seq., and notice that such report
has been submitted is provided to the Board.

D. No person or entity shall be obligated to report information regarding a health care provider
licensed or registered by the Board who is a participant in a professional program, pursuant to sub-
section B of § 8.01-581.16, to address issues related to career fatigue and wellness that is organized
or contracted for by a statewide association exempt under 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(6) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code and that primarily represents health care professionals licensed to practice medicine or
osteopathic medicine in multiple specialties to the Board unless the person or entity has determined
that there is reasonable probability that the participant is not competent to continue in practice or is a
danger to himself or to the health and welfare of his patients or the public.

E. Any report required by this section shall be in writing directed to the Board, shall give the name and
address of the person who is the subject of the report, and shall describe the circumstances sur-
rounding the matter required to be reported. Under no circumstances shall compliance with this sec-
tion be construed to waive or limit the privilege provided in § 8.01-581.17.

F. Any person making a report required by this section, providing information pursuant to an invest-
igation, or testifying in a judicial or administrative proceeding as a result of such report shall be



immune from any civil liability or criminal prosecution resulting therefrom unless such person acted in
bad faith or with malicious intent.

G. The clerk of any circuit court or any district court in the Commonwealth shall report to the Board the
conviction of any person known by such clerk to be licensed under this chapter of any (i) mis-
demeanor involving a controlled substance, marijuana, or substance abuse or involving an act of
moral turpitude or (ii) felony.

H. Any person who fails to make a report to the Board as required by this section shall be subject to a
civil penalty not to exceed $5,000. The Director shall report the assessment of such civil penalty to the
Commissioner of the Department of Health or the Commissioner of Insurance at the State Corporation
Commission. Any person assessed a civil penalty pursuant to this section shall not receive a license,
registration, or certification or renewal of such unless such penalty has been paid.

I. Disciplinary action against any person licensed, registered, or certified under this chapter shall be
based upon the underlying conduct of the person and not upon the report of a settlement or judgment
submitted under this section.

1986, c. 434, § 54-317.4:1; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 744; 2003, cc. 753, 762; 2020, cc. 45, 198, 230,
1093; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 5, 243.

§ 54.1-2910. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1997, c. 698.

§ 54.1-2910.01. Practitioner information provided to patients.
Upon request by a patient, doctors of medicine, osteopathy, and podiatry shall inform the patient about
the following:

1. Procedures to access information on the doctor compiled by the Board of Medicine pursuant to §
54.1-2910.1;

2. If the patient is not covered by a health insurance plan that the doctor accepts or a managed care
health insurance plan in which the doctor participates, the patient may be subject to the doctor's full
charge which may be greater than the health plan's allowable charge; and

3. For purposes of § 38.2-3463, licensees of the Board of Medicine or their designee shall provide a
description of the elective procedure or test, or the applicable standard procedural terminology or med-
ical codes used by the American Medical Association, sufficient to allow a patient to compare care
options if the patient is being referred for an elective procedure or test.

2005, c. 468; 2019, cc. 666, 684.

§ 54.1-2910.1. Certain data required.
A. The Board of Medicine shall require all doctors of medicine, osteopathy and podiatry to report and
shall make available the following information:

1. The names of the schools of medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry and the years of graduation;
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2. Any graduate medical, osteopathic, or podiatric education at any institution approved by the Accred-
itation Council for Graduate Medical Education, the American Osteopathic Association or the Council
on Podiatric Medical Education;

3. Any specialty board certification as approved by the American Board of Medical Specialties, the Bur-
eau of Osteopathic Specialists of the American Osteopathic Association, the American Board of Mul-
tiple Specialties in Podiatry, or the Council on Podiatric Medical Education of the American Podiatric
Medical Association;

4. The number of years in active, clinical practice as specified by regulations of the Board;

5. Any hospital affiliations;

6. Any appointments, within the most recent 10-year period, of the doctor to the faculty of a school of
medicine, osteopathy or podiatry and any publications in peer-reviewed literature within the most
recent five-year period and as specified by regulations of the Board;

7. The location and telephone number of any primary and secondary practice settings and the approx-
imate percentage of the doctor's time spent practicing in each setting. For the sole purpose of exped-
ited dissemination of information about a public health emergency, the doctor shall also provide to the
Board any e-mail address or facsimile number; however, such e-mail address or facsimile number
shall not be published on the profile database and shall not be released or made available for any
other purpose;

8. The access to any translating service provided to the primary and secondary practice settings of the
doctor;

9. The status of the doctor's participation in the Virginia Medicaid Program;

10. Any final disciplinary or other action required to be reported to the Board by health care insti-
tutions, other practitioners, insurance companies, health maintenance organizations, and professional
organizations pursuant to §§ 54.1-2400.6, 54.1-2908, and 54.1-2909 that results in a suspension or
revocation of privileges or the termination of employment or a final order of the Board relating to dis-
ciplinary action;

11. Conviction of any felony; and

12. Other information related to the competency of doctors of medicine, osteopathy, and podiatry, as
specified in the regulations of the Board.

B. In addition, the Board shall provide for voluntary reporting of insurance plans accepted and man-
aged care plans in which the doctor participates.

C. The Board shall promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of this section, including, but
not limited to, the release, upon request from a consumer, of such information relating to a specific doc-
tor. The Board's regulations shall provide for reports to include all medical malpractice judgments and
medical malpractice settlements of more than $10,000 within the most recent 10-year period in
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categories indicating the level of significance of each award or settlement; however, the specific
numeric values of reported paid claims shall not be released in any individually identifiable manner
under any circumstances. Notwithstanding this subsection, a licensee shall report a medical mal-
practice judgment or medical malpractice settlement of less than $10,000 if any other medical mal-
practice judgment or medical malpractice settlement has been paid by or for the licensee within the
preceding 12 months.

D. This section shall not apply to any person licensed pursuant to §§ 54.1-2928.1, 54.1-2933.1, 54.1-
2936, and 54.1-2937 or to any person holding an inactive license to practice medicine, osteopathy, or
podiatry.

1998, c. 744; 1999, c. 573; 2000, c. 199; 2001, c. 199; 2001, Sp. Sess. I, c. 5; 2002, c. 38; 2004, cc. 64,
703; 2007, c. 861; 2008, c. 479.

§ 54.1-2910.2. Posting of disciplinary information.
The Board shall post on any department website available to the public all final orders, together with
any associated notices, which imposed disciplinary action against licensees of the Board. The Board
shall not post notices that have not been adjudicated. Notices and orders entered prior to July 1, 2007,
that did not result in disciplinary action by the Board may be removed upon written request of the
licensee. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the inspection and copying of records of
disciplinary actions to the extent permitted under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700
et seq.) and § 54.1-2400.2.

2007, c. 861.

§ 54.1-2910.3. No requirement to participate in third-party reimbursement programs.
No provider licensed pursuant to this chapter shall be required to participate in any public or private
third-party reimbursement program as a condition of licensure.

2011, c. 490.

§ 54.1-2910.3:1. Medicaid recipients; treatment involving prescription of opioids; payment.
A. No provider licensed pursuant to this chapter, regardless of whether the provider participates in the
state plan for medical assistance, shall request or require a patient who is a recipient of medical assist-
ance services pursuant to the state plan for medical assistance and who is a recipient of health care
services involving (i) the prescription of an opioid for the management of pain or (ii) the prescription of
buprenorphine-containing products, methadone, or other opioid replacements approved for the treat-
ment of opioid addiction by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for medication-assisted treatment
of opioid addiction to pay costs associated with the provision of such service out-of-pocket. The pro-
hibition on payment of costs shall not apply to a recipient's cost-sharing amounts required by the state
plan for medical assistance.

B. Every provider who does not accept payment from the Department of Medical Assistance Services
for health care services who intends to provide health care services described in subsection A to a
patient who is a recipient of medical assistance services pursuant to the state plan for medical

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2928.1/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2933.1/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2936/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2936/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2937/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0744
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0573
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0199
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?011+ful+CHAP0199
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?012+ful+CHAP0005
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0038
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0064
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0703
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0861
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0479
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-3700/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2400.2/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0861
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?111+ful+CHAP0490


assistance shall, prior to providing such health care services, provide written notice to such patient
that (i) the Commonwealth's program of medical assistance services covers the health care services
described in subsection A and the Department of Medical Assistance Services will pay for such health
care services if such health care services are determined to meet the Department of Medical Assist-
ance Service's medical necessity criteria and (ii) the provider does not participate in the Com-
monwealth's program of medical assistance and will not accept payment from the Department of
Medical Assistance Services for such health care services. Such notice and the patient's acknow-
ledgment of such notice shall be documented in the patient's medical record and does not exempt the
provider from the requirements of subsection A.

2019, cc. 223, 444; 2022, c. 214.

§ 54.1-2910.4. Health record retention.
Practitioners licensed under this chapter shall maintain health records, as defined in § 32.1-127.1:03,
for a minimum of six years following the last patient encounter. However, such practitioners are not
required to maintain health records for longer than 12 years from the date of creation except for (i)
health records of a minor child, including immunizations, which shall be maintained until the child
reaches the age of 18 or becomes emancipated, with a minimum time for record retention of six years
from the last patient encounter regardless of the age of the child or (ii) health records that are required
by contractual obligation or federal law to be maintained for a longer period of time. Health records
that have previously been transferred to another practitioner or health care provider or provided to the
patient or his personal representative are not required to be maintained beyond such transfer or pro-
vision.

2018, c. 718.

§ 54.1-2910.5. Pediatric sexual assault survivor services; requirements.
Any health care practitioner licensed by the Board to practice medicine or osteopathy or as a phys-
ician assistant, or jointly licensed by the Board and the Board of Nursing as an advanced practice
registered nurse, who wishes to provide sexual assault survivor treatment services or sexual assault
survivor transfer services, as defined in § 32.1-162.15:2, to pediatric survivors of sexual assault, as
defined in § 32.1-162.15:2, shall comply with the provisions of Article 8 (§ 32.1-162.15:2 et seq.) of
Chapter 5 of Title 32.1 applicable to pediatric medical care facilities.

2020, c. 725; 2023, c. 183.

Article 2 - BOARD OF MEDICINE

§ 54.1-2911. Board; membership; terms of office; change of residence; executive director; etc.
The Board of Medicine shall consist of one medical physician from each congressional district, one
osteopathic physician, one podiatrist, one chiropractor, and four citizen members. No two citizen mem-
bers shall reside in the same congressional district. Citizen members shall have all voting and par-
ticipation rights of other members. The term of office of the members of the Board shall be four years. If
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any medical physician member of the Board ceases to reside in the district from which he was appoin-
ted, except by reason of redistricting, his office shall be deemed vacant.

The officers of the Board shall be a president, vice-president and a secretary, who shall also act as
treasurer, who shall be members of and selected by the Board.

Regular meetings of the Board shall be held at such times and places as prescribed by the Board.
Special meetings may be held upon the call of the president and any 11 members. Twelve members
of the Board shall constitute a quorum.

The Board may establish an executive committee composed of the president, vice-president, the sec-
retary and five other members of the Board appointed by the president. The executive committee shall
include at least two citizen members. In the absence of the Board, the executive committee shall have
full powers to take any action and conduct any business authorized by this chapter. Five members of
the executive committee shall constitute a quorum. Any actions or business conducted by the exec-
utive committee shall be acted upon by the full Board as soon as practicable.

There shall be an executive director for the Board of Medicine who shall be licensed or eligible for
licensure in the Commonwealth as a physician.

Code 1950, §§ 54-282, 54-283, 54-287, 54-289, 54-290; 1950, p. 111; 1966, cc. 166, 657; 1970, c. 69;
1973, c. 401; 1973, c. 529, § 54-290.1; 1975, c. 508; 1986, c. 434, § 54-290.2; 1986, c. 464; 1988, cc.
42, 765; 2001, cc. 186, 198; 2003, cc. 753, 762.

§ 54.1-2912. Nominations.
Nominations may be made for the medical physicians from a list of three names submitted to the
Governor by the Medical Society of Virginia and the osteopathic physician, podiatrist and chiropractor
members, respectively, from a list of at least three names submitted by June 1 of each year by their
respective state societies. In no case shall the Governor be bound to make any appointment from
among the nominees of the respective societies. The Governor may notify the society, which may
make nominations, of any professional vacancy other than by expiration among the members of the
Board representing the particular profession and like nominations may be made for the filling of the
vacancy.

Code 1950, § 54-284; 1950, p. 111; 1966, c. 657; 1970, c. 69; 1975, c. 508; 1986, c. 434; 1988, c. 765;
2005, c. 163.

§ 54.1-2912.1. Continued competency and office-based anesthesia requirements.
A. The Board shall prescribe by regulation such requirements as may be necessary to ensure con-
tinued practitioner competence which may include continuing education, testing, and/or any other
requirement.

B. In promulgating such regulations, the Board shall consider (i) the need to promote ethical practice,
(ii) an appropriate standard of care, (iii) patient safety, (iv) application of new medical technology, (v)
appropriate communication with patients, and (vi) knowledge of the changing health care system.
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C. The Board may approve persons who provide or accredit such programs in order to accomplish the
purposes of this section.

D. Pursuant to § 54.1-2400 and its authority to establish the qualifications for registration, certification
or licensure that are necessary to ensure competence and integrity to engage in the regulated prac-
tice, the Board of Medicine shall promulgate regulations governing the practice of medicine related to
the administration of anesthesia in physicians' offices.

1997, c. 227; 2002, c. 324.

§ 54.1-2912.2. Board may endorse certain document.
In the furtherance of its responsibility to ensure continued practitioner competency, the Board of Medi-
cine may endorse the Medical Society of Virginia's Guidelines for the Use of Opioids in the Man-
agement of Chronic, Non-Cancer Pain, developed and adopted in 1997.

For the purpose of this section, "endorse" means to publicize and distribute such guidelines as provid-
ing an appropriate standard of care; however, the Board's endorsement shall not be construed to
mean that the guidelines must be followed or are regulations or are in any way intended to be enforce-
able law.

1998, c. 496.

§ 54.1-2912.3. Competency assessments of certain practitioners.
The Board shall require an assessment of the competency of any person holding an active license
under this chapter on whose behalf three separate medical malpractice judgments or medical mal-
practice settlements of more than $75,000 each are paid within the most recent 10-year period. The
assessment shall be accomplished in 18 months or less by a program acceptable to the Board. The
licensee shall bear all costs of the assessment. The results of the assessment shall be reviewed by
the Board and the Board shall determine a plan of corrective action or appropriate resolution pursuant
to the assessment. The assessment, related documents and the processes shall be governed by the
confidentiality provisions of § 54.1-2400.2 and shall not be admissible into evidence in any medical
malpractice action involving the licensee. The Board shall annually post the number of competency
assessments undertaken on its website.

2005, cc. 649, 692; 2007, c. 861; 2011, c. 808.

§ 54.1-2912.4. Board to post autism information.
The Board of Medicine shall post information about autism spectrum disorder developed by the Board
together with the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and other stake-
holders, including information about diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder in adults and children, the
role of health care providers in identifying and diagnosing autism spectrum disorder in adults and chil-
dren, services available to adults and children with autism spectrum disorder in the Commonwealth,
processes and procedures for linking adults and children with autism spectrum disorder with state and
local services for individuals with autism, and other sources of information on topics related to the iden-
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tification, diagnosis, and treatment of autism spectrum disorder in adults and children on a website
maintained by the Board, and shall notify licensees regarding the availability of such information.

2015, c. 363.

§ 54.1-2912.5. Standard of care pertaining to prenatal and postnatal and other depression; Com-
munication of information.
The Board shall annually issue a communication to every practitioner licensed by the Board who
provides primary, maternity, obstetrical, or gynecological health care services reiterating the standard
of care pertaining to prenatal or postnatal depression or other depression. Such communication shall
encourage practitioners to screen every patient who is pregnant or who has been pregnant within the
previous five years for prenatal or postnatal depression or other depression, as clinically appropriate
and shall provide information to practitioners regarding the factors that may increase susceptibility of
certain patients to prenatal or postnatal depression or other depression, including racial and economic
disparities, and encourage providers to remain cognizant of the increased risk of depression for such
patients.

2020, c. 709.

§ 54.1-2913. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2013, c. 144, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2913.1. Acceptance of other examinations.
The Board shall promulgate regulations governing examinations for each branch of the healing arts. In
lieu of any or all parts of the examinations prescribed by the Board for a license to practice medicine,
osteopathy, podiatry or chiropractic, the Board may:

1. Accept a certificate issued by either the National Board for the appropriate branch of the healing
arts or a state board prior to 1970 attesting the satisfactory completion of an examination given by that
board if, in the opinion of the Board, the substituted examination material is substantially equivalent to
the material for which it is substituted, and the passing grades are in each instance the equivalent of
the grades required to be made on the corresponding examinations administered by the Board.

2. Accept a certificate issued by a state board during or after 1970 attesting to the applicant's sat-
isfactory completion of all requirements to practice medicine, osteopathy, podiatry or chiropractic in
that state, if the applicant has a current and unrestricted license to practice in another state and a cur-
rent specialty certificate acceptable to the Board.

1989, c. 45; 2013, c. 144.

§ 54.1-2914. Sale of controlled substances and medical devices or appliances; requirements for vis-
ion care services.
A. A practitioner of the healing arts shall not engage in selling controlled substances unless he is
licensed to do so by the Board of Pharmacy. However, this prohibition shall not apply to a doctor of
medicine, osteopathy or podiatry who administers controlled substances to his patients or provides
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controlled substances to his patient in a bona fide medical emergency or when pharmaceutical ser-
vices are not available. Practitioners who sell or dispense controlled substances shall be subject to
inspection by the Department of Health Professions to ensure compliance with Chapters 33 (§ 54.1-
3300 et seq.) and 34 (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) of this title and the Board of Pharmacy's regulations. This
subsection shall not apply to physicians acting on behalf of the Virginia Department of Health or local
health departments.

B. A practitioner of the healing arts who may lawfully sell medical appliances or devices shall not sell
such appliances or devices to persons who are not his own patients and shall not sell such articles to
his own patients either for his own convenience or for the purpose of supplementing his income. This
subsection shall not apply to physicians acting on behalf of the Virginia Department of Health or local
health departments.

C. A practitioner of the healing arts may, from within the practitioner's office, engage in selling or pro-
moting the sale of eyeglasses and may dispense contact lenses. Only those practitioners of the heal-
ing arts who engage in the examination of eyes and prescribing of eyeglasses may engage in the sale
or promotion of eyeglasses. Practitioners shall not employ any unlicensed person to fill prescriptions
for eyeglasses within the practitioner's office except as provided in subdivision A 6 of § 54.1-2901. A
practitioner may also own, in whole or in part, an optical dispensary located adjacent to or at a dis-
tance from his office.

D. Any practitioner of the healing arts engaging in the examination of eyes and prescribing of eye-
glasses shall give the patient a copy of any prescription for eyeglasses and inform the patient of his
right to have the prescription filled at the establishment of his choice. No practitioner who owns, in
whole or in part, an establishment dispensing eyeglasses shall make any statement or take any
action, directly or indirectly, that infringes on the patient's right to have a prescription filled at an estab-
lishment other than the one in which the practitioner has an ownership interest.

Disclosure of ownership interest by a practitioner as required by § 54.1-2964 or participation by the
practitioner in contractual arrangements with third-party payors or purchasers of vision care services
shall not constitute a violation of this subsection.

Code 1950, § 54-317; 1954, c. 627; 1958, c. 161; 1966, cc. 166, 657; 1968, c. 582; 1970, c. 69; 1973,
c. 529; 1975, c. 508; 1978, c. 622; 1979, c. 727; 1980, c. 157; 1985, c. 96; 1986, c. 86; 1988, cc. 765,
904; 1989, c. 510; 1994, c. 70; 1998, c. 580; 2001, cc. 268, 858; 2005, c. 163; 2016, c. 495.

§ 54.1-2915. Unprofessional conduct; grounds for refusal or disciplinary action.
A. The Board may refuse to issue a certificate or license to any applicant; reprimand any person; place
any person on probation for such time as it may designate; impose a monetary penalty or terms as it
may designate on any person; suspend any license for a stated period of time or indefinitely; or revoke
any license for any of the following acts of unprofessional conduct:

1. False statements or representations or fraud or deceit in obtaining admission to the practice, or
fraud or deceit in the practice of any branch of the healing arts;
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2. Substance abuse rendering him unfit for the performance of his professional obligations and duties;

3. Intentional or negligent conduct in the practice of any branch of the healing arts that causes or is
likely to cause injury to a patient or patients;

4. Mental or physical incapacity or incompetence to practice his profession with safety to his patients
and the public;

5. Restriction of a license to practice a branch of the healing arts in another state, the District of
Columbia, a United States possession or territory, or a foreign jurisdiction, or for an entity of the federal
government;

6. Undertaking in any manner or by any means whatsoever to procure or perform or aid or abet in pro-
curing or performing a criminal abortion;

7. Engaging in the practice of any of the healing arts under a false or assumed name, or imper-
sonating another practitioner of a like, similar, or different name;

8. Prescribing or dispensing any controlled substance with intent or knowledge that it will be used oth-
erwise than medicinally, or for accepted therapeutic purposes, or with intent to evade any law with
respect to the sale, use, or disposition of such drug;

9. Violating provisions of this chapter on division of fees or practicing any branch of the healing arts in
violation of the provisions of this chapter;

10. Knowingly and willfully committing an act that is a felony under the laws of the Commonwealth or
the United States, or any act that is a misdemeanor under such laws and involves moral turpitude;

11. Aiding or abetting, having professional connection with, or lending his name to any person known
to him to be practicing illegally any of the healing arts;

12. Conducting his practice in a manner contrary to the standards of ethics of his branch of the healing
arts;

13. Conducting his practice in such a manner as to be a danger to the health and welfare of his
patients or to the public;

14. Inability to practice with reasonable skill or safety because of illness or substance abuse;

15. Publishing in any manner an advertisement relating to his professional practice that contains a
claim of superiority or violates Board regulations governing advertising;

16. Performing any act likely to deceive, defraud, or harm the public;

17. Violating any provision of statute or regulation, state or federal, relating to the manufacture, dis-
tribution, dispensing, or administration of drugs;

18. Violating or cooperating with others in violating any of the provisions of Chapters 1 (§ 54.1-100 et
seq.), 24 (§ 54.1-2400 et seq.) and this chapter or regulations of the Board;



19. Engaging in sexual contact with a patient concurrent with and by virtue of the practitioner and
patient relationship or otherwise engaging at any time during the course of the practitioner and patient
relationship in conduct of a sexual nature that a reasonable patient would consider lewd and offens-
ive;

20. Conviction in any state, territory, or country of any felony or of any crime involving moral turpitude;

21. Adjudication of legal incompetence or incapacity in any state if such adjudication is in effect and
the person has not been declared restored to competence or capacity;

22. Performing the services of a medical examiner as defined in 49 C.F.R. § 390.5 if, at the time such
services are performed, the person performing such services is not listed on the National Registry of
Certified Medical Examiners as provided in 49 C.F.R. § 390.109 or fails to meet the requirements for
continuing to be listed on the National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners as provided in 49
C.F.R. § 390.111;

23. Failing or refusing to complete and file electronically using the Electronic Death Registration Sys-
tem any medical certification in accordance with the requirements of subsection C of § 32.1-263.
However, failure to complete and file a medical certification electronically using the Electronic Death
Registration System in accordance with the requirements of subsection C of § 32.1-263 shall not con-
stitute unprofessional conduct if such failure was the result of a temporary technological or electrical
failure or other temporary extenuating circumstance that prevented the electronic completion and filing
of the medical certification using the Electronic Death Registration System; or

24. Engaging in a pattern of violations of § 38.2-3445.01.

B. The commission or conviction of an offense in another state, territory, or country, which if committed
in Virginia would be a felony, shall be treated as a felony conviction or commission under this section
regardless of its designation in the other state, territory, or country.

C. The Board shall refuse to issue a certificate or license to any applicant if the candidate or applicant
has had his certificate or license to practice a branch of the healing arts revoked or suspended, and
has not had his certificate or license to so practice reinstated, in another state, the District of Columbia,
a United States possession or territory, or a foreign jurisdiction.

Code 1950, §§ 54-316, 54-317; 1954, c. 627; 1958, cc. 161, 461; 1966, cc. 166, 657; 1968, c. 582;
1970, c. 69; 1973, c. 529; 1975, c. 508; 1978, c. 622; 1979, c. 727; 1980, c. 157; 1985, c. 96; 1986, cc.
86, 434; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 991; 1997, c. 801; 2003, cc. 753, 762; 2004, c. 64; 2005, c. 163; 2013,
c. 144; 2017, c. 171; 2019, cc. 213, 224; 2020, cc. 1080, 1081.

§ 54.1-2916. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2005, c. 163, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2917. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2013, c. 144, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2918. Suspension or revocation for violation of facility licensing laws.
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Whenever the Board of Health has suspended or revoked any license granted under the provisions of
Article 1 (§ 32.1-123 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of Title 32.1 and such suspension or revocation resulted
from a violation of any provision of this chapter, or because of illegal practice, or conduct or practices
detrimental to the welfare of any patient or resident in such hospital, a report of such action shall be
made by the Board of Health to the Board of Medicine.

If it appears from the report, or from other evidence produced before the Board of Medicine, that the leg-
ally responsible head of such hospital is a practitioner of any branch of the healing arts, the Board
may suspend or revoke the certificate or license of such person, or prosecute such person if unli-
censed. The Board may suspend or revoke the certificate or license of or prosecute for unlicensed
practice any person subject to this chapter who is practicing in or employed by such hospital if such
practitioner or employee is guilty of, responsible for, or implicated in illegal practices for which the hos-
pital license has been suspended or revoked.

Code 1950, § 54-321.1; 1975, c. 508; 1979, c. 720; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2919. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, c. 64.

§ 54.1-2920. Notice and opportunity to be heard required before suspension or revocation of
license; allegations to be in writing; practice pending appeal; notice to patients.
Except as provided in § 54.1-2408.1, the Board shall take no action to revoke or suspend the license
of any of its licensees except after reasonable notice and an opportunity to be heard in accordance
with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). Such action may be in addition to any penalty
imposed by law for the violation. For the purposes of this section, reasonable notice means written
notice mailed at least thirty days prior to the scheduled hearing.

Any practitioner whose license is suspended or revoked by the Board shall not engage in the practice
of any of the healing arts in the Commonwealth pending his appeal.

Whenever any license suspension or revocation becomes final, the practitioner shall forthwith give
notice of that action, by certified mail, to all patients to whom he is currently providing services. Such
practitioner shall cooperate with other practitioners to ensure continuation of treatment in conformity
with the wishes of the patient. Such practitioner shall also notify any hospitals or other facilities where
he is currently granted privileges, and any health insurance companies, health insurance admin-
istrators or health maintenance organizations currently reimbursing him for any of the healing arts.

1973, c. 529, § 54-318.3; 1984, c. 81; 1985, c. 403; 1986, c. 434; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 530; 1997, c.
556.

§ 54.1-2921. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2003, cc. 753 and 762.

§§ 54.1-2922, 54.1-2923. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, cc. 40 and 68.
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§ 54.1-2923.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2020, cc. 198 and 1093, cl. 2, effective March 8, 2020.

§ 54.1-2924. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2013, c. 144, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2924.1. Expired.
Expired.

§ 54.1-2925. Use of experts in disciplinary proceedings.
In any disciplinary proceeding conducted pursuant to this chapter, the executive director may contract
with an expert or a panel of experts in the various specialties to provide assistance in investigating
and evaluating practitioners who may be subject to punitive action. The executive director may select
experts for this purpose from lists of specialists to be provided and regularly updated by the appro-
priate professional societies. Any contract between the executive director and any consulting expert
shall provide that the consulting expert shall: (i) be available to work with an investigator from the
beginning of the investigation; (ii) receive appropriate compensation for his services; (iii) review and
evaluate a completed investigation report in accordance with guidelines established by the Board and
the Office of the Attorney General and return it to the Board for action within a specified period of time;
and (iv) be available to testify for the Board in any administrative or court proceeding arising from the
investigations in which he has participated.

Any expert assisting in any investigation voluntarily or under the contract arrangements described in
this section shall be immune from any civil liability or criminal prosecution resulting therefrom unless
he acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

1986, c. 434, § 54-318.4; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 519.

§ 54.1-2926. Powers of Board with respect to practitioners licensed to practice pharmacy.
The Board of Medicine shall have, with respect to practitioners of medicine, homeopathy, osteopathy,
or podiatry, the same powers conferred upon the Board of Pharmacy with respect to pharmacists, to
revoke or suspend the license to dispense drugs issued under § 54.1-3304 or § 54.1-3304.1 or to pre-
scribe the medicines to be possessed or dispensed by such practitioner. The Board of Medicine shall
promptly report any such action taken to the Board of Pharmacy, and the revoked license shall not be
reissued nor shall the person be licensed anew, except upon recommendation of the Board of Medi-
cine.

1972, c. 798, § 54-318.2; 1978, c. 465; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 468, 496.

§ 54.1-2927. Applicants from other states without reciprocity; temporary licenses or certificates for
certain practitioners of the healing arts.
A. The Board, in its discretion, may issue certificates or licenses to applicants upon endorsement by
boards or other appropriate authorities of other states or territories or the District of Columbia with
which reciprocal relations have not been established if the credentials of such applicants are
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satisfactory and the examinations and passing grades required by such other boards are fully equal to
those required by the Virginia Board.

The Board may issue certificates or licenses to applicants holding certificates from the national boards
of their respective branches of the healing arts if their credentials, schools of graduation and national
board examinations and results are acceptable to the Board. The Board shall promulgate regulations
in order to carry out the provisions of this section.

The Board of Medicine shall prioritize applicants for licensure as a doctor of medicine or osteopathic
medicine, a physician assistant, or an advanced practice registered nurse from such states that are
contiguous with the Commonwealth in processing their applications for licensure by endorsement
through a streamlined process, with a final determination regarding qualification to be made within 20
days of the receipt of a completed application.

B. The Board may issue authorization to practice valid for a period not to exceed three months to a
practitioner of the healing arts licensed or certified and in good standing with the applicable regulatory
agency in the state, District of Columbia, or Canada where the practitioner resides when the prac-
titioner is in Virginia temporarily to practice the healing arts (i) in a summer camp or in conjunction with
patients who are participating in recreational activities, (ii) in continuing education programs, or (iii) by
rendering at any site any health care services within the limits of his license or certificate, voluntarily
and without compensation, to any patient of any clinic that is organized in whole or in part for the deliv-
ery of health care services without charge as provided in § 54.1-106. A fee not to exceed $25 may be
charged by the Board for the issuance of authorization to practice pursuant to the provisions of this
subsection.

Code 1950, §§ 54-276.5, 54-310; 1954, c. 626; 1958, c. 161; 1960, cc. 333, 334; 1970, c. 69; 1972, c.
15; 1973, c. 529; 1975, c. 508; 1981, c. 300; 1985, c. 303; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 414; 1993, c. 784;
2016, c. 494; 2020, cc. 236, 368; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2928. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2013, c. 144, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2928.1. Restricted volunteer license.
A. The Board may issue a restricted volunteer license to a practitioner of the healing arts who:

1. Held an unrestricted license issued by the Virginia Board of Medicine or by a board in another state
as a licensee in good standing at the time the license expired or became inactive;

2. Is practicing within the limits of his license in accordance with provisions of § 54.1-106; and

3. Attests to knowledge of the laws and regulations governing his branch of the healing arts in Vir-
ginia.

B. A person holding a restricted volunteer license under this section shall not be required to complete
continuing education for the first renewal of such a license. Subsequent renewals will require con-
tinuing education as specified by Board regulation.
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C. If a practitioner with a restricted volunteer license issued under this section has not held an active,
unrestricted license and been engaged in active practice within the past four years, he shall only prac-
tice his profession if a doctor of medicine or osteopathic medicine with an active, unrestricted Virginia
license reviews the quality of care rendered by the practitioner with the restricted volunteer license at
least every 90 days.

D. Such license may be renewed every two years in accordance with regulations promulgated by the
Board.

E. A practitioner holding a restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to this section is subject to the
provisions of this chapter, the regulations promulgated under this chapter, and the disciplinary reg-
ulations which apply to all such practitioners in Virginia.

F. The application fee and the biennial renewal fee for restricted volunteer license under this section
shall be no more than one-half the renewal fee for an inactive license in the same branch of the heal-
ing arts.

2006, c. 881.

§ 54.1-2928.2. Board to adopt regulations related to prescribing of opioids and buprenorphine.
The Board shall adopt regulations for the prescribing of opioids and products containing bupren-
orphine. Such regulations shall include guidelines for:

1. The treatment of acute pain, which shall include (i) requirements for an appropriate patient history
and evaluation, (ii) limitations on dosages or day supply of drugs prescribed, (iii) requirements for
appropriate documentation in the patient's health record, and (iv) a requirement that the prescriber
request and review information contained in the Prescription Monitoring Program in accordance with §
54.1-2522.1;

2. The treatment of chronic pain, which shall include, in addition to the requirements for treatment of
acute pain set forth in subdivision 1, requirements for (i) development of a treatment plan for the
patient, (ii) an agreement for treatment signed by the provider and the patient that includes permission
to obtain urine drug screens, and (iii) periodic review of the treatment provided at specific intervals to
determine the continued appropriateness of such treatment; and

3. The use of buprenorphine in the treatment of addiction, including a requirement for referral to or con-
sultation with a provider of substance abuse counseling in conjunction with treatment of opioid
dependency with products containing buprenorphine.

2017, cc. 291, 682.

§ 54.1-2928.3. Continuing learning activities.
Of the hours of continuing education required for biennial renewal of licensure, any licensee of the
Board of Medicine may be required by the Board to complete up to two hours of Type 1 continuing
learning activities or courses in a specific subject area. If the Board designates a subject area for con-
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tinuing learning activities or courses, it shall publish such requirement no later than January 1 of the
first year of the term of the license for which the specific learning activity or course is required.

2023, cc. 418, 419.

Article 3 - LICENSURE OF PHYSICIANS OF MEDICINE AND OSTEOPATHIC
MEDICINE, CHIROPRACTORS, AND PODIATRISTS

§ 54.1-2929. Licenses required.
No person shall practice or hold himself out as qualified to practice medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic,
or podiatry without obtaining a license from the Board of Medicine as provided in this chapter.

Code 1950, § 54-281; 1966, c. 657, § 54-281.3; 1970, c. 69; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 937, 980.

§ 54.1-2930. Requirements for licensure.
The Board may issue a license to practice medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, and podiatric medicine
to any candidate who has submitted satisfactory evidence verified by affidavits that he:

1. Is 18 years of age or more;

2. Is of good moral character;

3. Has successfully completed all or such part as may be prescribed by the Board, of an educational
course of study of that branch of the healing arts in which he desires a license to practice, which
course of study and the educational institution providing that course of study are acceptable to the
Board; and

4. Has completed at least 12 months of satisfactory postgraduate training in one program or institution
approved by an accrediting agency recognized by the Board for internships or residency training. At
the discretion of the Board, the postgraduate training may be waived if an applicant for licensure in
podiatry has been in active practice for four continuous years while serving in the military and is a dip-
lomate of the American Board of Podiatric Surgery. Applicants for licensure in chiropractic need not ful-
fill this requirement.

In determining whether such course of study and institution are acceptable to it, the Board may con-
sider the reputation of the institution and whether it is approved or accredited by regional or national
educational or professional associations, including such organizations as the Accreditation Council
for Graduate Medical Education, Liaison Committee on Medical Education, Council on Postgraduate
Training of the American Osteopathic Association, Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation,
College of Family Physicians of Canada, Committee for the Accreditation of Canadian Medical
Schools, Education Commission on Foreign Medical Graduates, Royal College of Physicians and Sur-
geons of Canada, or their appropriate subsidiary agencies; by any appropriate agency of the United
States government; or by any other organization approved by the Board.

Code 1950, § 54-305; 1952, c. 211; 1954, c. 626; 1972, c. 824; 1975, c. 508; 1982, c. 605; 1985, c.
605; 1988, cc. 89, 132, 765; 2013, c. 144; 2015, c. 525; 2017, cc. 59, 117.
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§ 54.1-2931. Examinations; passing grade.
A. The examinations of candidates for licensure to practice medicine and osteopathy shall be those of
the National Board of Medical Examiners, the Federation of State Medical Boards, the National Board
of Osteopathic Medical Examiners, or such other examinations as determined by the Board. The min-
imum passing score shall be determined by the Board prior to administration of the examination.

B. The examination of candidates for licensure to practice chiropractic shall include the National
Board of Chiropractic Examiners Examinations and such other examinations as determined by the
Board. The minimum passing score shall be determined by the Board prior to administration of the
examination.

C. The examination of candidates for licensure to practice podiatry shall be the National Board of Podi-
atric Medical Examiners examinations and such other examinations as determined by the Board. The
minimum passing score shall be determined by the Board prior to administration of the examination.

Code 1950, § 54-297; 1958, c. 161; 1966, c. 657; 1970, c. 69; 1973, c. 529; 1978, c. 466; 1982, c. 605;
1985, c. 291; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 818; 2013, c. 144.

§ 54.1-2932. Issuance of licenses to practice.
Upon completion of an application satisfactory to the Board, applicants shall be granted licenses to
practice medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, or podiatry and each license shall show plainly on its face
the school or branch of the healing arts in which the holder thereof is permitted to practice. All licenses
shall be attested by the signature of the president and secretary of the Board, respectively.

Code 1950, § 54-309; 1958, cc. 161, 461; 1968, c. 766; 1970, c. 69; 1980, c. 157; 1985, c. 96; 1988, c.
765; 2013, c. 144.

§ 54.1-2933. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2015, c. 525, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2933.1. Temporary licensure of certain foreign graduates to obtain training.
The Board may issue, to a physician licensed in a foreign country, a nonrenewable license valid for a
period not to exceed two years to practice medicine while such physician is attending advanced train-
ing in an institute for postgraduate health science operated collaboratively by a health care system
having hospitals and health care facilities with residency and training program(s) approved by an
accrediting agency recognized by the Board and a public institution of higher education. This tem-
porary license shall only authorize the holder to practice medicine in the hospitals and outpatient clin-
ics of the collaborating health care system while he is receiving training in the institute for
postgraduate health science. The Board may promulgate regulations for such license.

1995, c. 230; 2000, c. 788.

§ 54.1-2934. Evidence of right to practice required of certain foreign graduates.
Every candidate who is a graduate of a school of a country other than the United States and Canada
must, in addition to meeting the other requirements of this article, exhibit to the Board a diploma,
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license or certificate conferring the full right to practice in that country, or satisfactory evidence show-
ing that the candidate has completed the course of study and passed examinations equivalent to
those required for a diploma or license conferring such full right to practice.

1954, c. 626, § 54-306.2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2935. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2017, cc. 59 and 117, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2936. Limited licenses to certain graduates of foreign medical schools.
A. After receiving a recommendation from the dean of an accredited medical school which was
reached after consultation with the chairmen of the departments in the school or college and having
become satisfied that the applicant is a person of professorial rank whose knowledge and special
training will benefit the medical school or educational programs sponsored by the medical school in
affiliated hospitals, the Board may issue a limited license to practice medicine in the hospitals and out-
patient clinics of the school or college or in a hospital formally affiliated with the medical school for pur-
poses of undergraduate or postgraduate medical education to a graduate of a foreign medical school
as long as he serves as a full-time or adjunct faculty member. This limited license shall be valid for a
period of not more than one year, but may be renewed annually by the Board upon recommendation
of the dean of the medical school and continued service as a full-time or adjunct faculty member.

B. After receiving a recommendation from the dean of an accredited medical school which was
reached after consultation with the chairmen of the departments in the school or college and having
become satisfied that the applicant is a person whose attendance will benefit the medical school, the
Board may issue a limited license to practice medicine as a fellow if such fellowship is ranked
between the residency level and that of associate professor. This limited license shall only authorize
the holder to practice medicine in the hospitals and outpatient clinics of the school while he is a full-
time fellow. The license shall be valid for a period of not more than one year, but may be renewed
upon recommendation of the dean of the medical school and continuation of the fellowship. A limited
license to a foreign graduate engaged in a fellowship shall not be renewed more than twice.

1964, c. 285, § 54-311.1; 1970, c. 69; 1975, c. 508; 1977, c. 586, § 54-311.2; 1988, c. 765; 2003, c.
473.

§ 54.1-2937. Temporary licenses to interns and residents in hospitals and other organizations.
Upon recommendation by the chief of an approved internship or residency program as defined in this
chapter, the Board may issue a temporary annual license to practice medicine, osteopathic medicine,
or podiatry to interns and residents in such programs. No such license shall be issued to an intern or
resident who has not completed successfully the preliminary academic education required for admis-
sion to examinations given by the Board in his particular field of practice. Such license shall expire
upon the holder's withdrawal or termination from the internship or residency program. The Board may
prescribe such regulations not in conflict with existing law and require such reports from hospitals or
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other organizations operating an approved graduate medical education program in the Com-
monwealth as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.

1986, c. 307, § 54-311.3; 1987, c. 44; 1988, c. 765; 2015, c. 525.

§ 54.1-2937.1. Retiree license.
A. The Board may issue a retiree license to any doctor of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, or chiro-
practic who holds an unrestricted, active license to practice in the Commonwealth upon receipt of a
request and submission of the fee required by the Board. A person to whom a retiree license has been
issued shall not be required to meet continuing competency requirements for the first biennial renewal
of such license.

B. A person to whom a retiree license has been issued shall only engage in the practice of medicine,
osteopathy, podiatry, or chiropractic for the purpose of providing (i) charity care, as defined in § 32.1-
102.1, and (ii) health care services to patients in their residence for whom travel is a barrier to receiv-
ing medical care.

2019, c. 379.

§ 54.1-2938. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1991, c. 102.

§ 54.1-2939. Surgery by podiatrists on patients under general anesthesia limited.
Podiatrists shall not perform surgery on patients under a general anesthetic except in a hospital or an
ambulatory surgery center accredited by a national accrediting organization granted authority by the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to assure compliance with Medicare conditions of par-
ticipation pursuant to § 1865 of Title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. § 1395bb).

1977, c. 127, § 54-275.2; 1988, c. 765; 1999, c. 651; 2013, c. 144.

§ 54.1-2940. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2001, cc. 186 and 198.

§ 54.1-2941. Contracts of practitioners with approved colleges and certain state agencies not pro-
hibited.
This chapter shall not be construed to prohibit, forbid or prevent (i) any approved school of medicine,
osteopathy, podiatry or chiropractic from contracting with any licensed practitioner to teach or par-
ticipate in a preceptorship program in such college on such terms of compensation as may be mutu-
ally satisfactory, which contract may prescribe the extent, if any, to which the practitioner may engage
in private practice, or (ii) any institution, hospital, treatment center, sanatorium or other similar agency
under the management and control of an agency of the Commonwealth from employing or contracting
with any licensed practitioner to furnish professional services in the work of the agency, or to persons
entitled to receive such care from the agency.

1958, c. 275, § 54-275.1; 1984, c. 710; 1988, c. 765.
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Article 4 - LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATION OF OTHER PRACTITIONERS OF
THE HEALING ARTS

§§ 54.1-2942 through 54.1-2948. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2000, c. 688, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2949. License required.
It shall be unlawful for a person to practice or to hold himself out as practicing as a physician assistant
or to use in connection with his name the words or letters "Physician Assistant" or "PA" unless he
holds a license as such issued by the Board.

1988, c. 765; 2013, c. 144; 2016, c. 450.

§ 54.1-2950. Requisite training and educational achievements of assistants.
The Board shall establish a testing program to determine the training and educational achievements
of the physician assistant or the Board may accept other evidence, such as experience or completion
of an approved training program, in lieu of testing and shall establish this as a prerequisite for
approval of the licensee's application.

Pending the outcome of the next examination administered by the National Commission on Cer-
tification of Physician Assistants, the Board may grant provisional licensure to graduates of physician
assistants curricula that are approved by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the
Physician Assistant. Such provisional licensure shall be granted at the discretion of the Board.

1973, c. 529, § 54-281.7; 1984, c. 46; 1988, c. 765; 1997, c. 806; 2013, c. 144; 2016, c. 450.

§ 54.1-2950.1. Advisory Board on Physician Assistants; membership; qualifications.
The Advisory Board on Physician Assistants shall consist of five members to be appointed by the
Governor as follows: three members shall be licensed physician assistants who have practiced their
professions in Virginia for not less than three years prior to their appointments; one shall be a phys-
ician who collaborates with at least one physician assistant; and one shall be a citizen member
appointed from the Commonwealth at large. Appointments shall be for four-year terms. Vacancies
occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term. No person shall be eli-
gible to serve on the Advisory Board for more than two successive terms.

1998, c. 319; 2002, c. 698; 2011, cc. 691, 714; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 210.

§ 54.1-2951. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1998, c. 319.

§ 54.1-2951.1. Requirements for licensure and practice as a physician assistant; licensure by
endorsement.
A. The Board shall promulgate regulations establishing requirements for licensure as a physician
assistant that shall include the following:
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1. Successful completion of a physician assistant program or surgical physician assistant program
accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant;

2. Passage of the certifying examination administered by the National Commission on Certification of
Physician Assistants; and

3. Documentation that the applicant for licensure has not had his license or certification as a physician
assistant suspended or revoked and is not the subject of any disciplinary proceedings in another jur-
isdiction.

B. The Board may issue a license by endorsement to an applicant for licensure as a physician assist-
ant if the applicant (i) is the spouse of an active duty member of the Armed Forces of the United States
or the Commonwealth, (ii) holds current certification from the National Commission on Certification of
Physician Assistants, and (iii) holds a license as a physician assistant that is in good standing, or that
is eligible for reinstatement if lapsed, under the laws of another state.

C. Every physician assistant shall practice as part of a patient care team and shall provide care in
accordance with a written or electronic practice agreement with one or more patient care team phys-
icians or patient care team podiatrists.

A practice agreement shall include acts pursuant to § 54.1-2952, provisions for the periodic review of
patient charts or electronic health records, guidelines for collaboration and consultation among the
parties to the agreement and the patient, periodic joint evaluation of the services delivered, and pro-
visions for appropriate physician input in complex clinical cases, in patient emergencies, and for refer-
rals.

A practice agreement may include provisions for periodic site visits by a patient care team physician
or patient care team podiatrist who is part of the patient care team at a location other than where the
licensee regularly practices. Such visits shall be in the manner and at the frequency as determined by
the patient care team physician or patient care team podiatrist who is part of the patient care team.

D. Evidence of a practice agreement shall be maintained by the physician assistant and provided to
the Board upon request. The practice agreement may be maintained in writing or electronically and
may be a part of credentialing documents, practice protocols, or procedures.

1998, c. 319; 2011, c. 390; 2013, c. 144; 2016, c. 450; 2019, cc. 92, 137, 338; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 210.

§ 54.1-2951.2. Issuance of a license.
The Board shall issue a license to the physician assistant to practice in accordance with § 54.1-
2951.1.

1998, c. 319; 2019, cc. 92, 137; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 210.

§ 54.1-2951.3. Restricted volunteer license for certain physician assistants.
A. The Board may issue a restricted volunteer license to a physician assistant who meets the qual-
ifications for licensure for physician assistants. The Board may refuse issuance of licensure pursuant
to § 54.1-2915.
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B. A person holding a restricted volunteer license under this section shall:

1. Only practice in public health or community free clinics approved by the Board;

2. Only treat patients who have no insurance or who are not eligible for financial assistance for med-
ical care; and

3. Not receive remuneration directly or indirectly for practicing as a physician assistant.

C. A physician assistant with a restricted volunteer license issued under this section shall only prac-
tice as a physician assistant and perform certain acts which constitute the practice of medicine to the
extent and in the manner authorized by the Board if:

1. A patient care team physician or patient care team podiatrist is available at all times to collaborate
and consult with the physician assistant; or

2. A patient care team physician or patient care team podiatrist periodically reviews the relevant
patient records.

D. A restricted volunteer license granted pursuant to this section shall be issued to the physician
assistant without charge, shall expire twelve months from the date of issuance, and may be renewed
annually in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Board.

E. A physician assistant holding a restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to this section is sub-
ject to the provisions of this chapter and the regulations promulgated under this chapter unless oth-
erwise provided for in this section.

1998, c. 319; 2005, c. 163; 2019, cc. 92, 137.

§ 54.1-2951.4. Exception to physician assistant license requirement; physician assistant student.
The provisions of § 54.1-2902 shall not be construed as prohibiting a physician assistant student who
is enrolled in a physician assistant education program accredited by the Accreditation Review Com-
mission on Education for the Physician Assistant or its successor agency from engaging in acts that
constitute practice as a physician assistant.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 210.

§ 54.1-2952. Role of patient care team physician or patient care team podiatrist on patient care
teams; services that may be performed by physician assistants; responsibility of licensee; employ-
ment of physician assistants.
A. A patient care team physician or patient care team podiatrist licensed under this chapter may serve
on a patient care team with physician assistants and shall provide collaboration and consultation to
such physician assistants. No patient care team physician or patient care team podiatrist shall be
allowed to collaborate or consult with more than six physician assistants on a patient care team at any
one time.
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Service as part of a patient care team by a patient care team physician or patient care team podiatrist
shall not, by the existence of such service alone, establish or create vicarious liability for the actions or
inactions of other team members.

B. Physician assistants may practice medicine to the extent and in the manner authorized by the
Board. A patient care team physician or patient care team podiatrist shall be available at all times to
collaborate and consult with physician assistants. Each patient care team shall identify the relevant
physician assistant's scope of practice and an evaluation process for the physician assistant's per-
formance.

C. Physician assistants appointed as medical examiners pursuant to § 32.1-282 may practice without
a written or electronic practice agreement.

D. Any professional corporation or partnership of any licensee, any hospital and any commercial enter-
prise having medical facilities for its employees that are supervised by one or more physicians or podi-
atrists may employ one or more physician assistants in accordance with the provisions of this section.

Activities shall be performed in a manner consistent with sound medical practice and the protection of
the health and safety of the patient. Such activities shall be set forth in a practice agreement and may
include health care services that are educational, diagnostic, therapeutic, or preventive, including
establishing a diagnosis, providing treatment, and performing procedures. Prescribing or dispensing
of drugs may be permitted as provided in § 54.1-2952.1. In addition, a physician assistant may perform
initial and ongoing evaluation and treatment of any patient in a hospital, including its emergency
department, in accordance with the practice agreement, including tasks performed, relating to the pro-
vision of medical care in an emergency department.

A patient care team physician or the on-duty emergency department physician shall be available at all
times for collaboration and consultation with both the physician assistant and the emergency depart-
ment physician. No person shall have responsibility for any physician assistant who is not employed
by the person or the person's business entity.

E. No physician assistant shall perform any acts beyond those set forth in the practice agreement or
authorized as part of the patient care team. No physician assistant practicing in a hospital shall render
care to a patient unless the physician responsible for that patient is available for collaboration or con-
sultation, pursuant to regulations of the Board.

F. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-2956.8:1, a licensed physician assistant who (i) is working
in the field of radiology or orthopedics as part of a patient care team, (ii) has been trained in the proper
use of equipment for the purpose of performing radiologic technology procedures consistent with
Board regulations, and (iii) has successfully completed the exam administered by the American
Registry of Radiologic Technologists for physician assistants for the purpose of performing radiologic
technology procedures may use fluoroscopy for guidance of diagnostic and therapeutic procedures.



1973, c. 529, §§ 54-281.4, 54-281.5; 1975, cc. 508, 565; 1985, c. 316; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 793;
1996, c. 779; 2000, cc. 467, 497; 2002, c. 387; 2005, c. 662; 2008, c. 281; 2012, c. 81; 2014, c. 89;
2015, c. 107; 2016, c. 450; 2019, cc. 92, 137; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 210; 2022, c. 151.

§ 54.1-2952.1. Prescription of certain controlled substances and devices by licensed physician
assistants.
A. In accordance with the provisions of this section and pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 33 (§
54.1-3300 et seq.), a licensed physician assistant shall have the authority to prescribe controlled sub-
stances and devices as set forth in Chapter 34 (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) and as provided in a practice
agreement. Such practice agreements shall include a statement of the controlled substances the phys-
ician assistant is or is not authorized to prescribe and may restrict such prescriptive authority as
deemed appropriate by the patient care team physician or patient care team podiatrist.

B. It shall be unlawful for the physician assistant to prescribe controlled substances or devices pur-
suant to this section unless such prescription is authorized by the practice agreement and the require-
ments in this section.

C. The Board of Medicine, in consultation with the Board of Pharmacy, shall promulgate such reg-
ulations governing the prescriptive authority of physician assistants as are deemed reasonable and
necessary to ensure an appropriate standard of care for patients.

The regulations promulgated pursuant to this section shall include, at a minimum, (i) such require-
ments as may be necessary to ensure continued physician assistant competency, which may include
continuing education, testing, and any other requirement and shall address the need to promote eth-
ical practice, an appropriate standard of care, patient safety, the use of new pharmaceuticals, and
appropriate communication with patients, and (ii) a requirement that the physician assistant disclose
to his patients his name, address, and telephone number and that he is a physician assistant. If a
patient or his representative requests to speak with the patient care team physician or patient care
team podiatrist, the physician assistant shall arrange for communication between the parties or
provide the necessary information.

D. This section shall not prohibit a licensed physician assistant from administering controlled sub-
stances in compliance with the definition of "administer" in § 54.1-3401 or from receiving and dis-
pensing manufacturers' professional samples of controlled substances in compliance with the
provisions of this section.

1992, c. 793; 1997, c. 806; 1999, c. 745; 2001, c. 465; 2003, c. 510; 2007, c. 16; 2016, c. 450; 2019,
cc. 92, 137; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 210.

§ 54.1-2952.2. When physician assistant signature accepted.
Whenever any law or regulation requires a signature, certification, stamp, verification, affidavit, or
endorsement by a physician, it shall be deemed to include a signature, certification, stamp, veri-
fication, affidavit, or endorsement by a physician assistant.

2011, c. 468.
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§ 54.1-2953. Renewal, revocation, suspension, and refusal.
The Board may revoke, suspend, or refuse to renew a license to practice as a physician assistant for
any of the following:

1. Any action by a physician assistant constituting unprofessional conduct pursuant to § 54.1-2915;

2. Practice by a physician assistant other than as part of a patient care team, including practice without
entering into a practice agreement with one or more patient care team physicians or patient care team
podiatrists;

3. Failure of the physician assistant to practice in accordance with the requirements of his practice
agreement;

4. Negligence or incompetence on the part of the physician assistant or other member of the patient
care team;

5. Violation of or cooperation in the violation of any provision of this chapter or the regulations of the
Board; or

6. Failure to comply with any regulation of the Board required for licensure of a physician assistant.

1973, c. 529, §§ 54-281.8, 54-281.9; 1985, c. 316; 1988, c. 765; 2013, c. 144; 2016, c. 450; 2019, cc.
92, 137; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 210.

§ 54.1-2954. Respiratory therapist; definition.
"Respiratory therapist" means a person who has passed the examination for the entry level practice of
respiratory care administered by the National Board for Respiratory Care, Inc., or other examination
approved by the Board, who has complied with the regulations pertaining to licensure prescribed by
the Board, and who has been issued a license by the Board.

1985, c. 347, § 54-281.10; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 557; 2015, c. 302.

§ 54.1-2954.1. Powers of Board concerning respiratory care.
The Board shall take such actions as may be necessary to ensure the competence and integrity of any
person who claims to be a respiratory therapist or who holds himself out to the public as a respiratory
therapist or who engages in the practice of respiratory care and to that end the Board shall license per-
sons as respiratory therapists. The Board shall consider and may accept relevant practical experience
and didactic and clinical components of education and training completed by an applicant for licen-
sure as a respiratory therapist during his service as a member of any branch of the armed forces of the
United States as evidence of the satisfaction of the educational requirements for licensure as a res-
piratory therapist. The provisions hereof shall not prevent or prohibit other persons licensed pursuant
to this chapter from continuing to practice respiratory care when such practice is in accordance with
regulations promulgated by the Board.

The Board shall establish requirements for the supervised, structured education of respiratory ther-
apists, including preclinical, didactic and laboratory, and clinical activities, and an examination to eval-
uate competency. All such training programs shall be approved by the Board.
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1990, c. 920; 1998, c. 557; 2011, c. 390; 2015, c. 302.

§ 54.1-2955. Restriction of titles.
A. It is unlawful for any person not holding a current and valid license from the Board to practice as a
respiratory therapist or to assume the title "Respiratory Therapist" or to use, in conjunction with his
name, the letters "RT."

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, a person who has graduated from an accredited
respiratory therapy education program may practice with the title "Respiratory Therapist, License
Applicant" or "RT-Applicant" until he has received a failing score on any examination required by the
Board for licensure or six months from the date of graduation, whichever occurs sooner. Any person
practicing pursuant to this subsection as shall be identified with the title "Respiratory Therapist,
License Applicant" or "RT-Applicant" on any identification issued by an employer and in conjunction
with any signature in the course of his practice.

1985, c. 347, § 54-281.11; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 920; 1998, c. 557; 2015, c. 302; 2022, c. 764.

§ 54.1-2956. Advisory Board on Respiratory Care; appointment; terms; duties; etc.
A. The Advisory Board on Respiratory Care shall assist the Board in carrying out the provisions of this
chapter regarding the qualifications, examination, and regulation of licensed respiratory therapists.

The Advisory Board shall consist of five members appointed by the Governor as follows: three mem-
bers shall be at the time of appointment respiratory therapists who have practiced for not less than
three years, one member shall be a physician licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth,
and one member shall be appointed by the Governor from the Commonwealth at large. Beginning
July 1, 2011, the Governor's appointments shall be staggered as follows: two members for a term of
one year, one member for a term of two years, and two members for a term of three years. Thereafter,
appointments shall be for four-year terms.

Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term. No person
shall be eligible to serve on the Advisory Board for more than two consecutive terms.

B. The Advisory Board shall, under the authority of the Board, recommend to the Board for its enact-
ment into regulation the criteria for licensure as a respiratory therapist and the standards of pro-
fessional conduct for holders of licenses.

The Advisory Board shall also assist in such other matters dealing with respiratory care as the Board
may in its discretion direct.

1985, c. 347, §§ 54-281.12, 54-281.13; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 920; 1998, c. 557; 2011, cc. 691, 714;
2015, c. 302.

§ 54.1-2956.01. Exceptions to respiratory therapist's licensure.
The licensure requirements for respiratory therapists provided in this chapter shall not prohibit the prac-
tice of respiratory care as an integral part of a program of study by students enrolled in an accredited
respiratory care education program approved by the Board. Any student enrolled in accredited
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respiratory care education programs shall be identified as "Student RT" and shall only deliver res-
piratory care under the direct supervision of an appropriate clinical instructor recognized by the edu-
cation program.

1998, c. 557; 2015, c. 302.

§ 54.1-2956.1. Powers of Board concerning occupational therapy.
The Board shall take such actions as may be necessary to ensure the competence and integrity of any
person who practices occupational therapy or claims to be an occupational therapist or occupational
therapy assistant or who holds himself out to the public as an occupational therapist or occupational
therapy assistant or who engages in the practice of occupational therapy, and to that end it may
license practitioners as occupational therapists or occupational therapy assistants who have met the
qualifications established in regulation by the Board.

The Board shall consider and may accept relevant practical experience and didactic and clinical com-
ponents of education and training completed by an applicant for licensure as an occupational ther-
apist during his service as a member of any branch of the armed forces of the United States as
evidence of the satisfaction of the educational requirements for licensure as an occupational therapist.

1989, c. 306; 1998, c. 593; 2000, c. 782; 2004, c. 61; 2008, cc. 64, 89; 2011, c. 390.

§ 54.1-2956.2. Advisory Board of Occupational Therapy.
The Advisory Board of Occupational Therapy, referred to hereinafter as "Advisory Board," shall assist
the Board in the manner set forth in this chapter.

1989, c. 306.

§ 54.1-2956.3. Advisory Board of Occupational Therapy; composition; appointment.
The Advisory Board shall be comprised of five members appointed by the Governor for four-year
terms. Three members shall be, at the time of appointment, licensed occupational therapists who have
practiced for not less than three years, one member shall be a physician licensed to practice medicine
in the Commonwealth, and one member shall be appointed by the Governor from the Commonwealth
at large. Any vacancy occurring during a member's term shall be filled for the unexpired balance of
that term.

1989, c. 306; 2004, c. 61.

§ 54.1-2956.4. Advisory Board of Occupational Therapy; powers.
The Advisory Board shall, under the authority of the Board:

1. Recommend to the Board, for its promulgation into regulation, the criteria for licensure as an occu-
pational therapist or an occupational therapy assistant and the standards of professional conduct for
holders of licenses.

2. Assess the qualifications of applicants for licensure and recommend licensure when applicants
meet the required criteria. The recommendations of the Advisory Board on licensure of applicants
shall be presented to the Board, which shall then issue or deny licenses. Any applicant who is
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aggrieved by a denial of recommendation on licensure of the Advisory Board may appeal to the
Board.

3. Receive investigative reports of professional misconduct and unlawful acts and recommend sanc-
tions when appropriate. Any recommendation of sanctions shall be presented to the Board, which may
then impose sanctions or take such other action as may be warranted by law.

4. Assist in such other matters dealing with occupational therapy as the Board may in its discretion dir-
ect.

1989, c. 306; 1998, c. 593; 2004, c. 61; 2008, cc. 64, 89.

§ 54.1-2956.5. Unlawful to practice occupational therapy without license.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person not holding a current and valid license from the Board to practice
occupational therapy or to claim to be an occupational therapist or to assume the title "Occupational
Therapist," "Occupational Therapist, Licensed," "Licensed Occupational Therapist," or any similar
term, or to use the designations "O.T." or "O.T.L." or any variation thereof. However, a person who has
graduated from a duly accredited educational program in occupational therapy may practice with the
title "Occupational Therapist, License Applicant" or "O.T.L.-Applicant" until he has received a failing
score on any examination required by the Board or until six months from the date of graduation,
whichever occurs sooner.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to practice as an occupational therapy assistant as defined in §
54.1-2900 or to hold himself out to be or advertise that he is an occupational therapy assistant or use
the designation "O.T.A." or any variation thereof unless such person holds a current and valid license
from the Board to practice as an occupational therapy assistant. However, a person who has gradu-
ated from a duly accredited occupational therapy assistant education program may practice with the
title "Occupational Therapy Assistant, License Applicant" or "O.T.A.-Applicant" until he has received a
failing score on any examination required by the Board or until six months from the date of graduation,
whichever occurs sooner.

1989, c. 306; 1998, c. 593; 2000, c. 782; 2004, c. 61; 2008, cc. 64, 89; 2014, c. 252.

§§ 54.1-2956.6, 54.1-2956.7. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1994, c. 803, effective January 1, 1997.

§ 54.1-2956.7:1. Occupational Therapy Interjurisdictional Licensure Compact.
The General Assembly hereby enacts, and the Commonwealth of Virginia hereby enters into, the
Occupational Therapy Interjurisdictional Licensure Compact with any and all states legally joining
therein according to its terms, in the form substantially as follows:

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY INTERJURISDICTIONAL LICENSURE COMPACT.

Article I.

Purpose.
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The purpose of this Compact is to facilitate interstate practice of occupational therapy with the goal of
improving public access to occupational therapy services. The practice of occupational therapy occurs
in the state where the patient/client is located at the time of the patient/client encounter. The Compact
preserves the regulatory authority of states to protect public health and safety through the current sys-
tem of state licensure.

This Compact is designed to achieve the following objectives:

1. Increase public access to occupational therapy services by providing for the mutual recognition of
other member state licenses;

2. Enhance the states' ability to protect the public's health and safety;

3. Encourage the cooperation of member states in regulating multi-state occupational therapy practice;

4. Support spouses of relocating military members;

5. Enhance the exchange of licensure, investigative, and disciplinary information between member
states;

6. Allow a remote state to hold a provider of services with a compact privilege in that state accountable
to that state's practice standards; and

7. Facilitate the use of telehealth technology in order to increase access to occupational therapy ser-
vices.

Article II.

Definitions.

As used in this Compact, and except as otherwise provided, the following definitions shall apply:

"Active duty military" means full-time duty status in the active uniformed service of the United States,
including members of the National Guard and Reserve on active duty orders pursuant to 10 U.S.C.
Chapter 1209 and Section 1211.

"Adverse action" means any administrative, civil, equitable, or criminal action permitted by a state's
laws which is imposed by a licensing board or other authority against an occupational therapist or
occupational therapy assistant, including actions against an individual's license or compact privilege
such as censure, revocation, suspension, probation, monitoring of the licensee, or restriction on the
licensee's practice.

"Alternative program" means a non-disciplinary monitoring process approved by an occupational ther-
apy licensing board.

"Compact" means the Occupational Therapy Interjurisdictional Licensure Compact.

"Compact privilege" means the authorization, which is equivalent to a license, granted by a remote
state to allow a licensee from another member state to practice as an occupational therapist or prac-
tice as an occupational therapy assistant in the remote state under its laws and rules. The practice of



occupational therapy occurs in the member state where the patient/client is located at the time of the
patient/client encounter.

"Continuing competence/education" means a requirement, as a condition of license renewal, to
provide evidence of participation in, and/or completion of, educational and professional activities rel-
evant to practice or area of work.

"Current significant investigative information" means investigative information that a licensing board,
after an inquiry or investigation that includes notification and an opportunity for the occupational ther-
apist or occupational therapy assistant to respond, if required by state law, has reason to believe is not
groundless and, if proved true, would indicate more than a minor infraction.

"Data system" means a repository of information about licensees, including but not limited to license
status, investigative information, compact privileges, and adverse actions.

"Encumbered license" means a license in which an adverse action restricts the practice of occu-
pational therapy by the licensee or said adverse action has been reported to the National Practitioners
Data Bank (NPDB).

"Executive committee" means a group of directors elected or appointed to act on behalf of, and within
the powers granted to them by, the Commission.

"Home state" means the member state that is the licensee's primary state of residence.

"Impaired practitioner" means individuals whose professional practice is adversely affected by sub-
stance abuse, addiction, or other health-related conditions.

"Investigative information" means information, records, and/or documents received or generated by an
occupational therapy licensing board pursuant to an investigation.

"Jurisprudence requirement" means the assessment of an individual's knowledge of the laws and
rules governing the practice of occupational therapy in a state.

"Licensee" means an individual who currently holds an authorization from the state to practice as an
occupational therapist or as an occupational therapy assistant.

"Member state" means a state that has enacted the Compact.

"Occupational therapist" means an individual who is licensed by a state to practice occupational ther-
apy.

"Occupational therapy assistant" means an individual who is licensed by a state to assist in the prac-
tice of occupational therapy.

"Occupational therapy," "occupational therapy practice," and the "practice of occupational therapy"
mean the care and services provided by an occupational therapist or an occupational therapy assist-
ant as set forth in the member state's statutes and regulations.



"Occupational Therapy Compact Commission" or "Commission" means the national administrative
body whose membership consists of all states that have enacted the Compact.

"Occupational therapy licensing board" or "licensing board" means the agency of a state that is author-
ized to license and regulate occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants.

"Primary state of residence" means the state (also known as the home state) in which an occupational
therapist or occupational therapy assistant who is not active duty military declares a primary residence
for legal purposes as verified by: driver's license, federal income tax return, lease, deed, mortgage or
voter registration or other verifying documentation as further defined by Commission rules.

"Remote state" means a member state other than the home state, where a licensee is exercising or
seeking to exercise the compact privilege.

"Rule" means a regulation promulgated by the Commission that has the force of law.

"State" means any state, commonwealth, district, or territory of the United States of America that reg-
ulates the practice of occupational therapy.

"Single-state license" means an occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant license
issued by a member state that authorizes practice only within the issuing state and does not include a
compact privilege in any other member state.

"Telehealth" means the application of telecommunication technology to deliver occupational therapy
services for assessment, intervention, and/or consultation.

Article III.

State Participation in the Compact.

A. To participate in the Compact, a member state shall:

1. License occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants;

2. Participate fully in the Commission's data system, including but not limited to using the Com-
mission's unique identifier as defined in rules of the Commission;

3. Have a mechanism in place for receiving and investigating complaints about licensees;

4. Notify the Commission, in compliance with the terms of the Compact and rules, of any adverse
action or the availability of investigative information regarding a licensee;

5. Implement or utilize procedures for considering the criminal history records of applicants for an ini-
tial compact privilege. These procedures shall include the submission of fingerprints or other bio-
metric-based information by applicants for the purpose of obtaining an applicant's criminal history
record information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the agency responsible for retaining
that state's criminal records;

a. A member state shall, within a time frame established by the Commission, require a criminal back-
ground check for a licensee seeking/applying for a compact privilege whose primary state of



residence is that member state, by receiving the results of the Federal Bureau of Investigation criminal
record search, and shall use the results in making licensure decisions.

b. Communication between a member state, the Commission and among member states regarding
the verification of eligibility for licensure through the Compact shall not include any information
received from the Federal Bureau of Investigation relating to a federal criminal records check per-
formed by a member state under P.L. 92-544.

6. Comply with the rules of the Commission;

7. Utilize only a recognized national examination as a requirement for licensure pursuant to the rules
of the Commission; and

8. Have continuing competence/education requirements as a condition for license renewal.

B. A member state shall grant the compact privilege to a licensee holding a valid unencumbered
license in another member state in accordance with the terms of the Compact and rules.

C. Member states may charge a fee for granting a compact privilege.

D. A member state shall provide for the state's delegate to attend all Occupational Therapy Compact
Commission meetings.

E. Individuals not residing in a member state shall continue to be able to apply for a member state's
single-state license as provided under the laws of each member state. However, the single-state
license granted to these individuals shall not be recognized as granting the compact privilege in any
other member state.

F. Nothing in this Compact shall affect the requirements established by a member state for the issu-
ance of a single-state license.

Article IV.

Compact Privilege.

A. To exercise the compact privilege under the terms and provisions of the Compact, the licensee
shall:

1. Hold a license in the home state;

2. Have a valid United States social security number or national practitioner identification number;

3. Have no encumbrance on any state license;

4. Be eligible for a compact privilege in any member state in accordance with subsections D, F, G, and
H;

5. Have paid all fines and completed all requirements resulting from any adverse action against any
license or compact privilege, and two years have elapsed from the date of such completion;

6. Notify the Commission that the licensee is seeking the compact privilege within a remote state(s);



7. Pay any applicable fees, including any state fee, for the compact privilege;

8. Complete a criminal background check in accordance with subdivision A 5 of Article III. The
licensee shall be responsible for the payment of any fee associated with the completion of a criminal
background check;

9. Meet any jurisprudence requirements established by the remote state(s) in which the licensee is
seeking a compact privilege; and

10. Report to the Commission adverse action taken by any non-member state within 30 days from the
date the adverse action is taken.

B. The compact privilege is valid until the expiration date of the home state license. The licensee must
comply with the requirements of subsection A to maintain the compact privilege in the remote state.

C. a licensee providing occupational therapy in a remote state under the compact privilege shall func-
tion within the laws and regulations of the remote state.

D. Occupational therapy assistants practicing in a remote state shall be supervised by an occu-
pational therapist licensed or holding a compact privilege in that remote state.

E. A licensee providing occupational therapy in a remote state is subject to that state's regulatory
authority. A remote state may, in accordance with due process and that state's laws, remove a
licensee's compact privilege in the remote state for a specific period of time, impose fines, and/or take
any other necessary actions to protect the health and safety of its citizens. The licensee may be
ineligible for a compact privilege in any state until the specific time for removal has passed and all
fines are paid.

F. If a home state license is encumbered, the licensee shall lose the compact privilege in any remote
state until the following occur:

1. The home state license is no longer encumbered; and

2. Two years have elapsed from the date on which the home state license is no longer encumbered in
accordance with subdivision 1.

G. Once an encumbered license in the home state is restored to good standing, the licensee must
meet the requirements of subsection A to obtain a compact privilege in any remote state.

H. If a licensee's compact privilege in any remote state is removed, the individual may lose the com-
pact privilege in any other remote state until the following occur:

1. The specific period of time for which the compact privilege was removed has ended;

2. All fines have been paid and all conditions have been met;

3. Two years have elapsed from the date of completing requirements for subdivisions 1 and 2; and

4. The compact privileges are reinstated by the Commission, and the compact data system is updated
to reflect reinstatement.



I. If a licensee's compact privilege in any remote state is removed due to an erroneous charge, priv-
ileges shall be restored through the compact data system.

J. Once the requirements of subsection H have been met, the license must meet the requirements in
subsection A to obtain a compact privilege in a remote state.

Article V.

Obtaining a New Home State License by Virtue of Compact Privilege.

A. An occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant may hold a home state license, which
allows for compact privileges in member states, in only one member state at a time.

B. If an occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant changes primary state of residence by
moving between two member states:

1. The occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant shall file an application for obtaining a
new home state license by virtue of a compact privilege, pay all applicable fees, and notify the current
and new home state in accordance with applicable rules adopted by the Commission.

2. Upon receipt of an application for obtaining a new home state license by virtue of compact privilege,
the new home state shall verify that the occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant meets
the pertinent criteria outlined in Article IV via the data system, without need for primary source veri-
fication except for:

a. An FBI fingerprint based criminal background check if not previously performed or updated pur-
suant to applicable rules adopted by the Commission in accordance with P.L. 92-544;

b. Other criminal background check as required by the new home state; and

c. Submission of any requisite jurisprudence requirements of the new home state.

3. The former home state shall convert the former home state license into a compact privilege once the
new home state has activated the new home state license in accordance with applicable rules adop-
ted by the Commission.

4. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Compact, if the occupational therapist or occupational
therapy assistant cannot meet the criteria in Article IV, the new home state shall apply its requirements
for issuing a new single-state license.

5. The occupational therapist or the occupational therapy assistant shall pay all applicable fees to the
new home state in order to be issued a new home state license.

C. If an occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant changes primary state of residence by
moving from a member state to a non-member state, or from a non-member state to a member state,
the state criteria shall apply for issuance of a single-state license in the new state.



D. Nothing in this compact shall interfere with a licensee's ability to hold a single-state license in mul-
tiple states; however, for the purposes of this compact, a licensee shall have only one home state
license.

E. Nothing in this Compact shall affect the requirements established by a member state for the issu-
ance of a single-state license.

Article VI.

Active Duty Military Personnel or their Spouses.

Active duty military personnel, or their spouses, shall designate a home state where the individual has
a current license in good standing. The individual may retain the home state designation during the
period the service member is on active duty. Subsequent to designating a home state, the individual
shall only change their home state through application for licensure in the new state or through the pro-
cess described in Article V.

Article VII.

Adverse Actions.

A. A home state shall have exclusive power to impose adverse action against an occupational ther-
apist's or occupational therapy assistant's license issued by the home state.

B. In addition to the other powers conferred by state law, a remote state shall have the authority, in
accordance with existing state due process law, to:

1. Take adverse action against an occupational therapist's or occupational therapy assistant's com-
pact privilege within that member state.

2. Issue subpoenas for both hearings and investigations that require the attendance and testimony of
witnesses as well as the production of evidence. Subpoenas issued by a licensing board in a member
state for the attendance and testimony of witnesses or the production of evidence from another mem-
ber state shall be enforced in the latter state by any court of competent jurisdiction, according to the
practice and procedure of that court applicable to subpoenas issued in proceedings pending before it.
The issuing authority shall pay any witness fees, travel expenses, mileage and other fees required by
the service statutes of the state in which the witnesses or evidence are located.

C. For purposes of taking adverse action, the home state shall give the same priority and effect to
reported conduct received from a member state as it would if the conduct had occurred within the
home state. In so doing, the home state shall apply its own state laws to determine appropriate action.

D. The home state shall complete any pending investigations of an occupational therapist or occu-
pational therapy assistant who changes primary state of residence during the course of the invest-
igations. The home state, where the investigations were initiated, shall also have the authority to take
appropriate action(s) and shall promptly report the conclusions of the investigations to the OT Com-



pact Commission data system. The occupational therapy compact commission data system admin-
istrator shall promptly notify the new home state of any adverse actions.

E. A member state, if otherwise permitted by state law, may recover from the affected occupational ther-
apist or occupational therapy assistant the costs of investigations and disposition of cases resulting
from any adverse action taken against that occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant.

F. A member state may take adverse action based on the factual findings of the remote state, provided
that the member state follows its own procedures for taking the adverse action.

G. Joint investigations.

1. In addition to the authority granted to a member state by its respective state occupational therapy
laws and regulations or other applicable state law, any member state may participate with other mem-
ber states in joint investigations of licensees.

2. Member states shall share any investigative, litigation, or compliance materials in furtherance of any
joint or individual investigation initiated under the Compact.

H. If an adverse action is taken by the home state against an occupational therapist's or occupational
therapy assistant's license, the occupational therapist's or occupational therapy assistant's compact
privilege in all other member states shall be deactivated until all encumbrances have been removed
from the state license. All home state disciplinary orders that impose adverse action against an occu-
pational therapist's or occupational therapy assistant's license shall include a statement that the occu-
pational therapist's or occupational therapy assistant's compact privilege is deactivated in all member
states during the pendency of the order.

I. If a member state takes adverse action, it shall promptly notify the administrator of the data system.
The administrator of the data system shall promptly notify the home state of any adverse actions by
remote states.

J. Nothing in this Compact shall override a member state's decision that participation in an alternative
program may be used in lieu of adverse action.

Article VIII.

Establishment of the Occupational Therapy Compact Commission.

A. The Compact member states hereby create and establish a joint public agency known as the Occu-
pational Therapy Compact Commission:

1. The Commission is an instrumentality of the compact states.

2. Venue is proper and judicial proceedings by or against the Commission shall be brought solely and
exclusively in a court of competent jurisdiction where the principal office of the Commission is located.
The Commission may waive venue and jurisdictional defenses to the extent it adopts or consents to
participate in alternative dispute resolution proceedings.

3. Nothing in this Compact shall be construed to be a waiver of sovereign immunity.



B. Membership, voting, and meetings.

1. Each member state shall have and be limited to one delegate selected by that member state's
licensing board.

2. The delegate shall be either:

a. A current member of the licensing board, who is an occupational therapist, occupational therapy
assistant, or public member; or

b. An administrator of the licensing board.

3. Any delegate may be removed or suspended from office as provided by the law of the state from
which the delegate is appointed.

4. The member state board shall fill any vacancy occurring in the Commission within 90 days.

5. Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote with regard to the promulgation of rules and creation of
bylaws and shall otherwise have an opportunity to participate in the business and affairs of the Com-
mission. A delegate shall vote in person or by such other means as provided in the bylaws. The
bylaws may provide for delegates' participation in meetings by telephone or other means of com-
munication.

6. The Commission shall meet at least once during each calendar year. Additional meetings shall be
held as set forth in the bylaws.

7. The Commission shall establish by rule a term of office for delegates.

C. The Commission shall have the following powers and duties:

1. Establish a code of ethics for the Commission;

2. Establish the fiscal year of the Commission;

3. Establish bylaws;

4. Maintain its financial records in accordance with the bylaws;

5. Meet and take such actions as are consistent with the provisions of this Compact and the bylaws;

6. Promulgate uniform rules to facilitate and coordinate implementation and administration of this Com-
pact. The rules shall have the force and effect of law and shall be binding in all member states;

7. Bring and prosecute legal proceedings or actions in the name of the Commission, provided that the
standing of any state occupational therapy licensing board to sue or be sued under applicable law
shall not be affected;

8. Purchase and maintain insurance and bonds;

9. Borrow, accept, or contract for services of personnel, including, but not limited to, employees of a
member state;



10. Hire employees, elect or appoint officers, fix compensation, define duties, grant such individuals
appropriate authority to carry out the purposes of the Compact, and establish the Commission's per-
sonnel policies and programs relating to conflicts of interest, qualifications of personnel, and other
related personnel matters;

11. Accept any and all appropriate donations and grants of money, equipment, supplies, materials and
services, and receive, utilize and dispose of the same; provided that at all times the Commission shall
avoid any appearance of impropriety and/or conflict of interest;

12. Lease, purchase, accept appropriate gifts or donations of, or otherwise own, hold, improve or use,
any property, real, personal or mixed; provided that at all times the Commission shall avoid any
appearance of impropriety;

13. Sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, abandon, or otherwise dispose of any property
real, personal, or mixed;

14. Establish a budget and make expenditures;

15. Borrow money;

16. Appoint committees, including standing committees composed of members, state regulators, state
legislators or their representatives, and consumer representatives, and such other interested persons
as may be designated in this Compact and the bylaws;

17. Provide and receive information from, and cooperate with, law enforcement agencies;

18. Establish and elect an executive committee; and

19. Perform such other functions as may be necessary or appropriate to achieve the purposes of this
Compact consistent with the state regulation of occupational therapy licensure and practice.

D. The executive committee.

The executive committee shall have the power to act on behalf of the Commission according to the
terms of this Compact.

1. The executive committee shall be composed of nine members:

a. Seven voting members who are elected by the Commission from the current membership of the
Commission;

b. One ex-officio, nonvoting member from a recognized national occupational therapy professional
association; and

c. One ex officio, nonvoting member from a recognized national occupational therapy certification
organization.

2. The ex officio members will be selected by their respective organizations.

3. The Commission may remove any member of the executive committee as provided in bylaws.



4. The executive committee shall meet at least annually.

5. The executive committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a. Recommend to the entire Commission changes to the rules or bylaws, changes to this Compact
legislation, fees paid by compact member states such as annual dues, and any commission compact
fee charged to licensees for the compact privilege;

b. Ensure Compact administration services are appropriately provided, contractual or otherwise;

c. Prepare and recommend the budget;

d. Maintain financial records on behalf of the Commission;

e. Monitor Compact compliance of member states and provide compliance reports to the Commission;

f. Establish additional committees as necessary; and

g. Perform other duties as provided in rules or bylaws.

E. Meetings of the Commission.

1. All meetings shall be open to the public, and public notice of meetings shall be given in the same
manner as required under the rulemaking provisions in Article X.

2. The Commission or the executive committee or other committees of the Commission may convene
in a closed, non-public meeting if the Commission or executive committee or other committees of the
Commission must discuss:

a. Non-compliance of a member state with its obligations under the Compact;

b. The employment, compensation, discipline or other matters, practices or procedures related to spe-
cific employees or other matters related to the Commission's internal personnel practices and pro-
cedures;

c. Current, threatened, or reasonably anticipated litigation;

d. Negotiation of contracts for the purchase, lease, or sale of goods, services, or real estate;

e. Accusing any person of a crime or formally censuring any person;

f. Disclosure of trade secrets or commercial or financial information that is privileged or confidential;

g. Disclosure of information of a personal nature where disclosure would constitute a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy;

h. Disclosure of investigative records compiled for law enforcement purposes;

i. Disclosure of information related to any investigative reports prepared by or on behalf of or for use of
the Commission or other committee charged with responsibility of investigation or determination of
compliance issues pursuant to the Compact; or

j. Matters specifically exempted from disclosure by federal or member state statute.



3. If a meeting, or portion of a meeting, is closed pursuant to this provision, the Commission's legal
counsel or designee shall certify that the meeting may be closed and shall reference each relevant
exempting provision.

4. The Commission shall keep minutes that fully and clearly describe all matters discussed in a meet-
ing and shall provide a full and accurate summary of actions taken, and the reasons therefore, includ-
ing a description of the views expressed. All documents considered in connection with an action shall
be identified in such minutes. All minutes and documents of a closed meeting shall remain under seal,
subject to release by a majority vote of the Commission or order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

F. Financing of the Commission.

1. The Commission shall pay, or provide for the payment of, the reasonable expenses of its estab-
lishment, organization, and ongoing activities.

2. The Commission may accept any and all appropriate revenue sources, donations, and grants of
money, equipment, supplies, materials, and services.

3. The Commission may levy on and collect an annual assessment from each member state or
impose fees on other parties to cover the cost of the operations and activities of the Commission and
its staff, which must be in a total amount sufficient to cover its annual budget as approved by the Com-
mission each year for which revenue is not provided by other sources. The aggregate annual assess-
ment amount shall be allocated based upon a formula to be determined by the Commission, which
shall promulgate a rule binding upon all member states.

4. The Commission shall not incur obligations of any kind prior to securing the funds adequate to meet
the same; nor shall the Commission pledge the credit of any of the member states, except by and with
the authority of the member state.

5. The Commission shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements. The receipts and
disbursements of the Commission shall be subject to the audit and accounting procedures estab-
lished under its bylaws. However, all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by the Com-
mission shall be audited yearly by a certified or licensed public accountant, and the report of the audit
shall be included in and become part of the annual report of the Commission.

G. Qualified immunity, defense, and indemnification.

1. The members, officers, executive director, employees and representatives of the Commission shall
be immune from suit and liability, either personally or in their official capacity, for any claim for damage
to or loss of property or personal injury or other civil liability caused by or arising out of any actual or
alleged act, error or omission that occurred, or that the person against whom the claim is made had a
reasonable basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties or
responsibilities; provided that nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to protect any such person
from suit and/or liability for any damage, loss, injury, or liability caused by the grossly negligent, inten-
tional or willful or wanton misconduct of that person.



2. The Commission shall defend any member, officer, executive director, employee, or representative
of the Commission in any civil action seeking to impose liability arising out of any actual or alleged
act, error, or omission that occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or respons-
ibilities, or that the person against whom the claim is made had a reasonable basis for believing
occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, provided that noth-
ing herein shall be construed to prohibit that person from retaining his or her own counsel, and
provided further, that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from that person's inten-
tional or willful or wanton misconduct.

3. The Commission shall indemnify and hold harmless any member, officer, executive director,
employee, or representative of the Commission for the amount of any settlement or judgment obtained
against that person arising out of any actual or alleged act, error or omission that occurred within the
scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, or that such person had a reasonable
basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities,
provided that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from the intentional or willful or
wanton misconduct of that person.

Article IX.

Data System.

A. The Commission shall provide for the development, maintenance, and utilization of a coordinated
database and reporting system containing licensure, adverse action, and investigative information on
all licensed individuals in member states.

B. A member state shall submit a uniform data set to the data system on all individuals to whom this
Compact is applicable (utilizing a unique identifier) as required by the rules of the Commission, includ-
ing:

1. Identifying information;

2. Licensure data;

3. Adverse actions against a license or compact privilege;

4. Non-confidential information related to alternative program participation;

5. Any denial of application for licensure, and the reason(s) for such denial;

6. Other information that may facilitate the administration of this Compact, as determined by the rules
of the Commission; and

7. Current significant investigative information.

C. Current significant investigative information and other investigative information pertaining to a
Licensee in any member state will only be available to other member states.



D. The Commission shall promptly notify all member states of any adverse action taken against a
licensee or an individual applying for a license. Adverse action information pertaining to a licensee in
any member state will be available to any other member state.

E. Member states contributing information to the data system may designate information that may not
be shared with the public without the express permission of the contributing state.

F. Any information submitted to the data system that is subsequently required to be expunged by the
laws of the member state contributing the information shall be removed from the data system.

Article X.

Rulemaking.

A. The Commission shall exercise its rulemaking powers pursuant to the criteria set forth in this article
and the rules adopted thereunder. Rules and amendments shall become binding as of the date spe-
cified in each rule or amendment.

B. The Commission shall promulgate reasonable rules in order to effectively and efficiently achieve
the purposes of the Compact. Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event the Commission exercises
its rulemaking authority in a manner that is beyond the scope of the purposes of the Compact, or the
powers granted hereunder, then such an action by the Commission shall be invalid and have no force
and effect.

C. If a majority of the legislatures of the member states rejects a rule, by enactment of a statute or res-
olution in the same manner used to adopt the Compact within four years of the date of adoption of the
rule, then such rule shall have no further force and effect in any member state.

D. Rules or amendments to the rules shall be adopted at a regular or special meeting of the Com-
mission.

E. Prior to promulgation and adoption of a final rule or rules by the Commission, and at least 30 days
in advance of the meeting at which the rule will be considered and voted upon, the Commission shall
file a notice of proposed rulemaking:

1. On the website of the Commission or other publicly accessible platform; and

2. On the website of each member state occupational therapy licensing board or other publicly access-
ible platform or the publication in which each state would otherwise publish proposed rules.

F. The notice of proposed rulemaking shall include:

1. The proposed time, date, and location of the meeting in which the rule will be considered and voted
upon;

2. The text of the proposed rule or amendment and the reason for the proposed rule;

3. A request for comments on the proposed rule from any interested person; and



4. The manner in which interested persons may submit notice to the Commission of their intention to
attend the public hearing and any written comments.

G. Prior to adoption of a proposed rule, the Commission shall allow persons to submit written data,
facts, opinions, and arguments, which shall be made available to the public.

H. The Commission shall grant an opportunity for a public hearing before it adopts a rule or amend-
ment if a hearing is requested by:

1. At least 25 persons;

2. A state or federal governmental subdivision or agency; or

3. An association or organization having at least 25 members.

I. If a hearing is held on the proposed rule or amendment, the Commission shall publish the place,
time, and date of the scheduled public hearing. If the hearing is held via electronic means, the Com-
mission shall publish the mechanism for access to the electronic hearing.

1. All persons wishing to be heard at the hearing shall notify the executive director of the Commission
or other designated member in writing of their desire to appear and testify at the hearing not less than
five business days before the scheduled date of the hearing.

2. Hearings shall be conducted in a manner providing each person who wishes to comment a fair and
reasonable opportunity to comment orally or in writing.

3. All hearings will be recorded. A copy of the recording will be made available on request.

4. Nothing in this article shall be construed as requiring a separate hearing on each rule. Rules may
be grouped for the convenience of the Commission at hearings required by this article.

J. Following the scheduled hearing date, or by the close of business on the scheduled hearing date if
the hearing was not held, the Commission shall consider all written and oral comments received.

K. If no written notice of intent to attend the public hearing by interested parties is received, the Com-
mission may proceed with promulgation of the proposed rule without a public hearing.

L. The Commission shall, by majority vote of all members, take final action on the proposed rule and
shall determine the effective date of the rule, if any, based on the rulemaking record and the full text of
the rule.

M. Upon determination that an emergency exists, the Commission may consider and adopt an emer-
gency rule without prior notice, opportunity for comment, or hearing, provided that the usual rule-
making procedures provided in the Compact and in this article shall be retroactively applied to the rule
as soon as reasonably possible, in no event later than 90 days after the effective date of the rule. For
the purposes of this provision, an emergency rule is one that must be adopted immediately in order to:

1. Meet an imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare;

2. Prevent a loss of Commission or member state funds;



3. Meet a deadline for the promulgation of an administrative rule that is established by federal law or
rule; or

4. Protect public health and safety.

N. The Commission or an authorized committee of the Commission may direct revisions to a pre-
viously adopted rule or amendment for purposes of correcting typographical errors, errors in format,
errors in consistency, or grammatical errors. Public notice of any revisions shall be posted on the web-
site of the Commission. The revision shall be subject to challenge by any person for a period of 30
days after posting. The revision may be challenged only on grounds that the revision results in a mater-
ial change to a rule. A challenge shall be made in writing and delivered to the chair of the Commission
prior to the end of the notice period. If no challenge is made, the revision will take effect without further
action. If the revision is challenged, the revision may not take effect without the approval of the Com-
mission.

Article XI.

Oversight, Dispute Resolution, and Enforcement.

A. Oversight.

1. The executive, legislative, and judicial branches of state government in each member state shall
enforce this Compact and take all actions necessary and appropriate to effectuate the Compact's pur-
poses and intent. The provisions of this Compact and the rules promulgated hereunder shall have
standing as statutory law.

2. All courts shall take judicial notice of the Compact and the rules in any judicial or administrative pro-
ceeding in a member state pertaining to the subject matter of this Compact which may affect the
powers, responsibilities, or actions of the Commission.

3. The Commission shall be entitled to receive service of process in any such proceeding, and shall
have standing to intervene in such a proceeding for all purposes. Failure to provide service of process
to the Commission shall render a judgment or order void as to the Commission, this Compact, or pro-
mulgated rules.

B. Default, technical assistance, and termination.

1. If the Commission determines that a member state has defaulted in the performance of its oblig-
ations or responsibilities under this Compact or the promulgated rules, the Commission shall:

a. Provide written notice to the defaulting state and other member states of the nature of the default,
the proposed means of curing the default and/or any other action to be taken by the Commission; and

b. Provide remedial training and specific technical assistance regarding the default.

2. If a state in default fails to cure the default, the defaulting state may be terminated from the Compact
upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the member states, and all rights, privileges and benefits con-



ferred by this Compact may be terminated on the effective date of termination. A cure of the default
does not relieve the offending state of obligations or liabilities incurred during the period of default.

3. Termination of membership in the Compact shall be imposed only after all other means of securing
compliance have been exhausted. Notice of intent to suspend or terminate shall be given by the Com-
mission to the governor, the majority and minority leaders of the defaulting state's legislature, and
each of the member states.

4. A state that has been terminated is responsible for all assessments, obligations, and liabilities
incurred through the effective date of termination, including obligations that extend beyond the effect-
ive date of termination.

5. The Commission shall not bear any costs related to a state that is found to be in default or that has
been terminated from the Compact, unless agreed upon in writing between the Commission and the
defaulting state.

6. The defaulting state may appeal the action of the Commission by petitioning the U.S. District Court
for the District of Columbia or the federal district where the Commission has its principal offices. The
prevailing member shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including reasonable attorney fees.

C. Dispute resolution.

1. Upon request by a member state, the Commission shall attempt to resolve disputes related to the
Compact that arise among member states and between member and non-member states.

2. The Commission shall promulgate a rule providing for both mediation and binding dispute res-
olution for disputes as appropriate.

D. Enforcement.

The Commission, in the reasonable exercise of its discretion, shall enforce the provisions and rules of
this Compact.

By majority vote, the Commission may initiate legal action in the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia or the federal district where the Commission has its principal offices against a
member state in default to enforce compliance with the provisions of the Compact and its promulgated
rules and bylaws. The relief sought may include both injunctive relief and damages. In the event judi-
cial enforcement is necessary, the prevailing member shall be awarded all costs of such litigation,
including reasonable attorney fees.

The remedies herein shall not be the exclusive remedies of the Commission. The Commission may
pursue any other remedies available under federal or state law.

Article XII.

Date of Implementation of the Interstate Commission for Occupational Therapy Practice and Asso-
ciated Rules, Withdrawal, and Amendment.



A. The Compact shall come into effect on the date on which the Compact statute is enacted into law in
the tenth member state. The provisions, which become effective at that time, shall be limited to the
powers granted to the Commission relating to assembly and the promulgation of rules. Thereafter, the
Commission shall meet and exercise rulemaking powers necessary to the implementation and admin-
istration of the Compact.

B. Any state that joins the Compact subsequent to the Commission's initial adoption of the rules shall
be subject to the rules as they exist on the date on which the Compact becomes law in that state. Any
rule that has been previously adopted by the Commission shall have the full force and effect of law on
the day the Compact becomes law in that state.

C. Any member state may withdraw from this Compact by enacting a statute repealing the same.

1. A member state's withdrawal shall not take effect until six months after enactment of the repealing
statute.

2. Withdrawal shall not affect the continuing requirement of the withdrawing state's occupational ther-
apy licensing board to comply with the investigative and adverse action reporting requirements of this
act prior to the effective date of withdrawal.

D. Nothing contained in this Compact shall be construed to invalidate or prevent any occupational ther-
apy licensure agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a member state and a non-mem-
ber state that does not conflict with the provisions of this Compact.

E. This Compact may be amended by the member states. No amendment to this Compact shall
become effective and binding upon any member state until it is enacted into the laws of all member
states.

Article XIII.

Construction and Severability.

This Compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of
this Compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence or provision of this Compact is
declared to be contrary to the constitution of any member state or of the United States or the applic-
ability thereof to any government, agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of this Compact and the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person, or cir-
cumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this Compact shall be held contrary to the constitution of
any member state, the Compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining member states
and in full force and effect as to the member state affected as to all severable matters.

Article XIV.

Binding Effect of Compact and Other Laws.

A. A licensee providing occupational therapy in a remote state under the compact privilege shall func-
tion within the laws and regulations of the remote state.



B. Nothing herein prevents the enforcement of any other law of a member state that is not inconsistent
with the Compact.

C. Any laws in a member state in conflict with the Compact are superseded to the extent of the conflict.

D. Any lawful actions of the Commission, including all rules and bylaws promulgated by the Com-
mission, are binding upon the member states.

E. All agreements between the Commission and the member states are binding in accordance with
their terms.

F. In the event any provision of the Compact exceeds the constitutional limits imposed on the legis-
lature of any member state, the provision shall be ineffective to the extent of the conflict with the con-
stitutional provision in question in that member state.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 242.

§ 54.1-2956.8. Advisory Board on Radiological Technology; appointments; terms; etc.
The Advisory Board on Radiological Technology shall assist the Board in carrying out the provisions
of this chapter regarding the qualifications, examination, registration and regulation of certified radi-
ological technology practitioners.

The Advisory Board shall consist of five members to be appointed by the Governor as follows: three
members shall be licensed radiological technology practitioners who have been practicing in the Com-
monwealth for not less than three years prior to their appointments, one member shall be a board-cer-
tified radiologist licensed in the Commonwealth, and one member shall be a citizen member
appointed from the Commonwealth at large. Beginning July 1, 2011, the Governor's appointments
shall be staggered as follows: two members for a term of one year, one member for a term of two
years, and two members for a term of three years. Thereafter, appointments shall be for four-year
terms.

Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term. No person
shall be eligible to serve on the Advisory Board for more than two consecutive terms.

1990, c. 966; 2002, c. 698; 2011, cc. 691, 714.

§ 54.1-2956.8:1. Unlawful to practice radiologic technology without license; unlawful designation as
a radiologist assistant, radiologic technologist, or radiologic technologist, limited; Board to regulate
radiologist assistants and radiologic technologists.
Except as set forth herein, it shall be unlawful for a person to practice or hold himself out as practicing
as a radiologist assistant, radiologic technologist, or radiologic technologist, limited, unless he holds a
license as such issued by the Board.

In addition, it shall be unlawful for any person who is not licensed under this chapter whose licensure
has been suspended or revoked, or whose licensure has lapsed and has not been renewed to use in
conjunction with his name the words "licensed radiologist assistant," "licensed radiologic tech-
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nologist" or "licensed radiologic technologist, limited" or to otherwise by letters, words, rep-
resentations, or insignias assert or imply that he is licensed to practice radiologic technology.

The Board shall prescribe by regulation the qualifications governing the licensure of radiologist assist-
ants, radiologic technologists, and radiologic technologists, limited. The regulations may include
requirements for approved education programs, experience, examinations, and periodic review for
continued competency.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to any employee of a hospital licensed pursuant to
Article 1 (§ 32.1-123 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of Title 32.1 acting within the scope of his employment or
engagement as a radiologic technologist.

1994, c. 803; 2009, cc. 83, 507.

§ 54.1-2956.8:2. Requisite training and educational achievements of radiologist assistants, radi-
ologic technologists, and radiologic technologists, limited.
The Board shall establish a testing program to determine the training and educational achievements
of radiologist assistants, radiologic technologists, or radiologic technologists, limited. The Board may
accept other evidence such as successful completion of a national certification examination, exper-
ience, or completion of an approved training program in lieu of testing and shall establish this as a pre-
requisite for approval of the licensee's application. The Board shall consider and may accept relevant
practical experience and didactic and clinical components of education and training completed by an
applicant for licensure as a radiologist assistant, radiologic technologist, or radiologic technologist, lim-
ited, during his service as a member of any branch of the armed forces of the United States as evid-
ence of the satisfaction of the educational requirements for licensure.

1994, c. 803; 2009, cc. 83, 507; 2011, c. 390.

§ 54.1-2956.9. Unlawful to practice acupuncture without license; unlawful designation as acu-
puncturist; Board to regulate acupuncturists.
It shall be unlawful for a person to practice or to hold himself out as practicing as an acupuncturist
unless he holds a license as such issued by the Board. A person licensed to practice acupuncture,
when using the title "acupuncturist," shall include therewith the designation Lic.Ac. or L.Ac.

In addition, it shall be unlawful for any person who is not licensed under this chapter, whose licensure
has been suspended or revoked, or whose licensure has lapsed and has not been renewed to use in
conjunction with his name the words "licensed acupuncturist" or to otherwise by letters, words, rep-
resentations, or insignias assert or imply that he is licensed to practice acupuncture.

The Board of Medicine shall prescribe by regulation the qualifications governing the licensure of acu-
puncturists. Such regulations shall not restrict the practice of this profession to practitioners regulated
by the Board on June 30, 1992, to practice the healing arts. The regulations shall at a minimum
require that, prior to performing acupuncture, any acupuncturist who is not licensed to practice medi-
cine, osteopathy, chiropractic or podiatry shall either (i) obtain written documentation that the patient
had received a diagnostic examination from a licensed practitioner of medicine, osteopathy,
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chiropractic or podiatry with regard to the ailment or condition to be treated or (ii) provide to the patient
a written recommendation for such a diagnostic examination. The regulations may include require-
ments for approved education programs, experience, and examinations. The regulations shall exempt
from the requirement for Test of Spoken English (TSE) or the Test of English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL) any foreign speaking acupuncturist who speaks the language of the majority of his clients.

1991, c. 643; 1993, c. 753; 1996, c. 470; 1999, c. 779; 2000, c. 814.

§ 54.1-2956.10. Requisite training and educational achievements of acupuncturists.
The Board shall establish a testing program to determine the training and educational achievements
of acupuncturists, or the Board may accept other evidence such as successful completion of a
national certification examination, experience, or completion of an approved training program in lieu of
testing and shall establish this as a prerequisite for approval of the licensee's application.

1991, c. 643; 1993, c. 753.

§ 54.1-2956.11. Advisory Board on Acupuncture; composition; appointment.
The Advisory Board on Acupuncture, hereinafter referred to as the "Advisory Board," shall assist the
Board of Medicine in carrying out the provisions of this chapter regarding the qualifications, exam-
ination, licensure, and regulation of acupuncturists. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
authorize the Advisory Board to advise the Board of Medicine in matters pertaining to the regulations
of doctors of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, or podiatry who are qualified by such regulations to
practice acupuncture.

The Advisory Board shall consist of five members to be appointed by the Governor as follows: three
members shall be licensed acupuncturists who have been practicing in Virginia for not less than three
years; one member shall be a doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic or podiatry who is qualified
to practice acupuncture in Virginia; and one member shall be a citizen member appointed from the
Commonwealth at large. Beginning July 1, 2011, the Governor's appointments shall be staggered as
follows: two members for a term of one year, two members for a term of two years, and one member for
a term of three years. Thereafter, appointments shall be for four-year terms. Any vacancy occurring dur-
ing a member's term shall be filled for the unexpired balance of that term. No person shall be eligible
to serve on the Advisory Board for more than two successive terms.

1991, c. 643; 1993, c. 753; 2000, c. 814; 2002, c. 698; 2003, c. 512; 2011, cc. 691, 714.

§ 54.1-2956.12. Registered surgical technologist; use of title; registration.
A. No person shall hold himself out to be a surgical technologist or use or assume the title of "surgical
technologist" or "certified surgical technologist," or use the designation "S.T." or any variation thereof,
unless such person is certified by the Board. No person shall use the designation "C.S.T." or any vari-
ation thereof unless such person (i) is certified by the Board and (ii) has successfully completed an
accredited surgical technologist training program and holds a current credential as a certified surgical
technologist from the National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting or its successor.
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B. The Board shall certify as a surgical technologist any applicant who presents satisfactory evidence
that he (i) has successfully completed an accredited surgical technologist training program and holds
a current credential as a certified surgical technologist from the National Board of Surgical Tech-
nology and Surgical Assisting or its successor, (ii) has successfully completed a training program for
surgical technology during the person's service as a member of any branch of the armed forces of the
United States, (iii) has successfully completed a surgical technologist apprenticeship program
registered with the U.S. Department of Labor, (iv) has successfully completed a hospital-based sur-
gical technologist training program approved by the Board, (v) has successfully completed a surgical
technologist training program through an institution or program accredited by a nationally recognized
accreditation organization and holds a current credential as a surgical technologist from an entity
approved by the Board, or (vi) has practiced as a surgical technologist or attended a surgical tech-
nologist training program at any time prior to October 1, 2022, provided he registers with the Board by
December 31, 2023.

2014, c. 531; 2016, c. 99; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 230; 2022, c. 71; 2023, c. 792.

§ 54.1-2956.13. Licensure of surgical assistant; practice of surgical assisting; use of title.
A. No person shall engage in the practice of surgical assisting or use or assume the title "surgical
assistant" unless such person holds a license as a surgical assistant issued by the Board. Nothing in
this section shall be construed as prohibiting any professional licensed, certified, or registered by a
health regulatory board from acting within the scope of his practice.

B. The Board shall establish criteria for licensure as a surgical assistant, which shall include evidence
that the applicant:

1. Holds a current credential as a surgical assistant or surgical first assistant issued by the National
Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting, or the National Commission for Certification of
Surgical Assistants or their successors;

2. Has successfully completed a surgical assistant training program during the person's service as a
member of any branch of the armed forces of the United States; or

3. Has practiced as a surgical assistant in the Commonwealth at any time in the six months imme-
diately prior to July 1, 2020.

C. For renewal of a license, a surgical assistant who was licensed based on a credential as a surgical
assistant or surgical first assistant issued by the National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical
Assisting, or the National Commission for the Certification of Surgical Assistants or their successors
shall attest that the credential is current at the time of renewal.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, a person who has graduated from a surgical assist-
ant training program and is required to take a national certification examination given by any entity lis-
ted in subdivision B 1 may practice with the title "surgical assistant, license applicant" until he has
received a failing score on the national certification examination or six months from the date of
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graduation, whichever occurs sooner. Any person practicing pursuant to this subsection shall be iden-
tified with the title "surgical assistant, license applicant" on any identification issued by an employer
and in conjunction with any signature in the course of his practice.

2014, c. 531; 2016, c. 99; 2018, c. 374; 2020, c. 1222; 2023, c. 792.

§ 54.1-2956.14. Advisory Board on Surgical Assisting; appointments; terms; duties.
A. The Advisory Board on Surgical Assisting (Advisory Board) shall assist the Board in carrying out
the provisions of this chapter regarding the qualifications and regulation of licensed surgical assist-
ants.

B. The Advisory Board shall consist of five members appointed by the Governor for four-year terms.
Three members of the Board shall be, at the time of appointment, surgical assistants who have prac-
ticed in the Commonwealth for not less than three years; one member shall be a doctor of medicine,
osteopathy, or podiatry whose practice shall include surgery; and one member shall be a citizen mem-
ber appointed from the Commonwealth at large. Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of a
term shall be filled for the unexpired term. No person shall be eligible to serve on the Advisory Board
for more than two consecutive terms.

C. The Advisory Board shall, under the authority of the Board, recommend to the Board for its enact-
ment into regulations (i) standards for continued licensure of surgical assistants, including continuing
education requirements, and (ii) standards relating to the professional conduct, termination and rein-
statement and renewal of licenses of surgical assistants.

2020, c. 1222.

§ 54.1-2957. Licensure and practice of advanced practice registered nurses.
A. As used in this section, "clinical experience" means the postgraduate delivery of health care dir-
ectly to patients pursuant to a practice agreement with a patient care team physician.

B. The Board of Medicine and the Board of Nursing shall jointly prescribe the regulations governing
the licensure of advanced practice registered nurses. It is unlawful for a person to practice as an
advanced practice registered nurse in the Commonwealth unless he holds such a joint license.

C. Every nurse practitioner who meets the requirements of subsection I shall maintain appropriate col-
laboration and consultation, as evidenced in a written or electronic practice agreement, with at least
one patient care team physician. A nurse practitioner who meets the requirements of subsection I may
practice without a written or electronic practice agreement. A certified nurse midwife shall practice pur-
suant to subsection H. A clinical nurse specialist shall practice pursuant to subsection J. A certified
registered nurse anesthetist shall practice under the supervision of a licensed doctor of medicine,
osteopathy, podiatry, or dentistry. An advanced practice registered nurse who is appointed as a med-
ical examiner pursuant to § 32.1-282 shall practice in collaboration with a licensed doctor of medicine
or osteopathic medicine who has been appointed to serve as a medical examiner pursuant to § 32.1-
282. Collaboration and consultation among advanced practice registered nurses and patient care
team physicians may be provided through telemedicine as described in § 38.2-3418.16.
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Physicians on patient care teams may require that an advanced practice registered nurse be covered
by a professional liability insurance policy with limits equal to the current limitation on damages set
forth in § 8.01-581.15.

Service on a patient care team by a patient care team member shall not, by the existence of such ser-
vice alone, establish or create liability for the actions or inactions of other team members.

D. The Boards of Medicine and Nursing shall jointly promulgate regulations specifying collaboration
and consultation among physicians and advanced practice registered nurses working as part of
patient care teams that shall include the development of, and periodic review and revision of, a written
or electronic practice agreement; guidelines for availability and ongoing communications that define
consultation among the collaborating parties and the patient; and periodic joint evaluation of the ser-
vices delivered. Practice agreements shall include provisions for (i) periodic review of health records,
which may include visits to the site where health care is delivered, in the manner and at the frequency
determined by the advanced practice registered nurse and the patient care team physician and (ii)
input from appropriate health care providers in complex clinical cases and patient emergencies and
for referrals. Evidence of a practice agreement shall be maintained by an advanced practice
registered nurse and provided to the Boards upon request. For advanced practice registered nurses
providing care to patients within a hospital or health care system, the practice agreement may be
included as part of documents delineating the advanced practice registered nurse's clinical privileges
or the electronic or written delineation of duties and responsibilities in collaboration and consultation
with a patient care team physician.

E. The Boards of Medicine and Nursing may issue a license by endorsement to an applicant to prac-
tice as an advanced practice registered nurse if the applicant has been licensed as an advanced prac-
tice registered nurse under the laws of another state and, pursuant to regulations of the Boards, the
applicant meets the qualifications for licensure required of advanced practice registered nurses in the
Commonwealth. An advanced practice registered nurse to whom a license is issued by endorsement
may practice without a practice agreement with a patient care team physician pursuant to subsection I
if such application provides an attestation to the Boards that the applicant has completed the equi-
valent of at least five years of full-time clinical experience, as determined by the Boards, in accord-
ance with the laws of the state in which the nurse practitioner was licensed.

F. Pending the outcome of the next National Specialty Examination, the Boards may jointly grant tem-
porary licensure to advanced practice registered nurses.

G. In the event a physician who is serving as a patient care team physician dies, becomes disabled,
retires from active practice, surrenders his license or has it suspended or revoked by the Board, or relo-
cates his practice such that he is no longer able to serve, and an advanced practice registered nurse
is unable to enter into a new practice agreement with another patient care team physician, the
advanced practice registered nurse may continue to practice upon notification to the designee or his
alternate of the Boards and receipt of such notification. Such advanced practice registered nurse may



continue to treat patients without a patient care team physician for an initial period not to exceed 60
days, provided that the advanced practice registered nurse continues to prescribe only those drugs
previously authorized by the practice agreement with such physician and to have access to appro-
priate input from appropriate health care providers in complex clinical cases and patient emergencies
and for referrals. The designee or his alternate of the Boards shall grant permission for the advanced
practice registered nurse to continue practice under this subsection for another 60 days, provided that
the advanced practice registered nurse provides evidence of efforts made to secure another patient
care team physician and of access to physician input.

H. Every certified nurse midwife shall practice in accordance with regulations adopted by the Boards
and consistent with the Standards for the Practice of Midwifery set by the American College of Nurse-
Midwives governing such practice. A certified nurse midwife who has practiced fewer than 1,000
hours shall practice in consultation with a certified nurse midwife who has practiced for at least two
years prior to entering into the practice agreement or a licensed physician, in accordance with a prac-
tice agreement. Such practice agreement shall address the availability of the certified nurse midwife
who has practiced for at least two years prior to entering into the practice agreement or the licensed
physician for routine and urgent consultation on patient care. Evidence of the practice agreement shall
be maintained by the certified nurse midwife and provided to the Boards upon request. A certified
nurse midwife who has completed 1,000 hours of practice as a certified nurse midwife may practice
without a practice agreement upon receipt by the certified nurse midwife of an attestation from the cer-
tified nurse midwife who has practiced for at least two years prior to entering into the practice agree-
ment or the licensed physician with whom the certified nurse midwife has entered into a practice
agreement stating (i) that such certified nurse midwife or licensed physician has provided consultation
to the certified nurse midwife pursuant to a practice agreement meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion and (ii) the period of time for which such certified nurse midwife or licensed physician practiced in
collaboration and consultation with the certified nurse midwife pursuant to the practice agreement. A
certified nurse midwife authorized to practice without a practice agreement shall consult and col-
laborate with and refer patients to such other health care providers as may be appropriate for the care
of the patient.

I. A nurse practitioner who has completed the equivalent of at least five years of full-time clinical exper-
ience, as determined by the Boards, may practice in the practice category in which he is certified and
licensed without a written or electronic practice agreement upon receipt by the nurse practitioner of an
attestation from the patient care team physician stating (i) that the patient care team physician has
served as a patient care team physician on a patient care team with the nurse practitioner pursuant to
a practice agreement meeting the requirements of this section and § 54.1-2957.01; (ii) that while a
party to such practice agreement, the patient care team physician routinely practiced with a patient
population and in a practice area included within the category for which the nurse practitioner was cer-
tified and licensed; and (iii) the period of time for which the patient care team physician practiced with
the nurse practitioner under such a practice agreement. A copy of such attestation shall be submitted



to the Boards together with a fee established by the Boards. Upon receipt of such attestation and veri-
fication that a nurse practitioner satisfies the requirements of this subsection, the Boards shall issue to
the nurse practitioner a new license that includes a designation indicating that the nurse practitioner is
authorized to practice without a practice agreement. In the event that a nurse practitioner is unable to
obtain the attestation required by this subsection, the Boards may accept other evidence demon-
strating that the applicant has met the requirements of this subsection in accordance with regulations
adopted by the Boards.

A nurse practitioner authorized to practice without a practice agreement pursuant to this subsection
shall (a) only practice within the scope of his clinical and professional training and limits of his know-
ledge and experience and consistent with the applicable standards of care, (b) consult and col-
laborate with other health care providers based on the clinical conditions of the patient to whom health
care is provided, and (c) establish a plan for referral of complex medical cases and emergencies to
physicians or other appropriate health care providers.

J. A clinical nurse specialist licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing who does not prescribe
controlled substances or devices may practice in the practice category in which he is certified and
licensed without a written or electronic practice agreement. Such clinical nurse specialist shall (i) only
practice within the scope of his clinical and professional training and limits of his knowledge and
experience and consistent with the applicable standards of care, (ii) consult and collaborate with other
health care providers based on the clinical condition of the patient to whom health care is provided,
and (iii) establish a plan for referral of complex medical cases and emergencies to physicians or other
appropriate health care providers.

A clinical nurse specialist licensed by the Boards who prescribes controlled substances or devices
shall practice in consultation with a licensed physician in accordance with a practice agreement
between the clinical nurse specialist and the licensed physician. Such practice agreement shall
address the availability of the physician for routine and urgent consultation on patient care. Evidence
of a practice agreement shall be maintained by a clinical nurse specialist and provided to the Boards
upon request. The practice of clinical nurse specialists shall be consistent with the standards of care
for the profession and with applicable laws and regulations.

Code 1950, § 54-274; 1950, p. 98; 1958, c. 161; 1962, c. 127; 1966, c. 657; 1970, c. 69; 1973, cc. 105,
514, 529; 1975, c. 508; 1976, c. 15; 1980, c. 157; 1982, c. 220; 1985, cc. 303, 347; 1986, c. 377; 1988,
c. 765; 2006, c. 750; 2012, c. 213; 2015, c. 107; 2016, cc. 308, 409, 495; 2018, c. 776; 2019, cc. 92,
137; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 1, 157, 396; 2022, cc. 197, 563; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2957.001. Restricted volunteer license for advanced practice registered nurses.
A. The Board of Medicine and the Board of Nursing may jointly issue a restricted volunteer license to
an advanced practice registered nurse who (i) within the past five years held an unrestricted license
as an advanced practice registered nurse in the Commonwealth or another state that was in good
standing at the time the license expired or became inactive and (ii) holds an active license or a
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volunteer restricted license as a registered nurse or a multistate licensure privilege. Advanced prac-
tice registered nurses holding a restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to this section shall only
practice in public health or community free clinics that provide services to underserved populations.

B. An applicant for a restricted volunteer license shall submit an application on a form provided by the
Boards of Medicine and Nursing and attest that he will not receive remuneration directly or indirectly
for providing nursing services.

C. An advanced practice registered nurse holding a restricted volunteer license pursuant to this sec-
tion may obtain prescriptive authority in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957.01.

D. An advanced practice registered nurse holding a restricted volunteer license pursuant to this sec-
tion shall not be required to complete continuing competency requirements for the first renewal of such
license. For subsequent renewals, an advanced practice registered nurse holding a restricted volun-
teer license shall be required to complete the continuing competency requirements required for
renewal of an active license.

E. A restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to this section may be renewed biennially in accord-
ance with the renewal schedule established in regulations jointly promulgated by the Boards of Medi-
cine and Nursing.

F. The application and biennial renewal fee for restricted volunteer licenses pursuant to this section
shall be one-half of the fee for an active license.

G. An advanced practice registered nurse holding a restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to
this section shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter and all regulations applicable to
advanced practice registered nurses practicing in the Commonwealth.

2015, c. 522; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2957.01. Prescription of certain controlled substances and devices by licensed advanced
practice registered nurses.
A. In accordance with the provisions of this section and pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 33 (§
54.1-3300 et seq.), a licensed advanced practice registered nurse shall have the authority to prescribe
Schedule II through Schedule VI controlled substances and devices as set forth in Chapter 34 (§ 54.1-
3400 et seq.).

B. An advanced practice registered nurse who does not meet the requirements for practice without a
written or electronic practice agreement set forth in subsection I of § 54.1-2957 shall prescribe con-
trolled substances or devices only if such prescribing is authorized by a written or electronic practice
agreement entered into by the advanced practice registered nurse and a patient care team physician
or, if the advanced practice registered nurse is licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing in the
category of clinical nurse specialist, the advanced practice registered nurse and a licensed physician.
Such advanced practice registered nurse shall provide to the Boards of Medicine and Nursing such
evidence as the Boards may jointly require that the advanced practice registered nurse has entered
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into and is, at the time of writing a prescription, a party to a written or electronic practice agreement
with a patient care team physician, or, if the advanced practice registered nurse is licensed by the
Boards of Medicine and Nursing in the category of clinical nurse specialist, a licensed physician, that
clearly states the prescriptive practices of the advanced practice registered nurse. Such written or elec-
tronic practice agreements shall include the controlled substances the advanced practice registered
nurse is or is not authorized to prescribe and may restrict such prescriptive authority as described in
the practice agreement. Evidence of a practice agreement shall be maintained by an advanced prac-
tice registered nurse pursuant to § 54.1-2957. Practice agreements authorizing an advanced practice
registered nurse to prescribe controlled substances or devices pursuant to this section either shall be
signed by the patient care team physician, or, if the advanced practice registered nurse is licensed by
the Boards of Medicine and Nursing in the category of clinical nurse specialist, a licensed physician,
or shall clearly state the name of the patient care team physician, or, if the advanced practice
registered nurse is licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing in the category of clinical nurse
specialist, the name of the licensed physician, who has entered into the practice agreement with the
advanced practice registered nurse.

It shall be unlawful for an advanced practice registered nurse to prescribe controlled substances or
devices pursuant to this section unless (i) such prescription is authorized by the written or electronic
practice agreement or (ii) the advanced practice registered nurse is authorized to practice without a
written or electronic practice agreement pursuant to subsection I of § 54.1-2957.

C. The Boards of Medicine and Nursing shall promulgate regulations governing the prescriptive
authority of advanced practice registered nurses as are deemed reasonable and necessary to ensure
an appropriate standard of care for patients. Such regulations shall include requirements as may be
necessary to ensure continued advanced practice registered nurse competency, which may include
continuing education, testing, or any other requirement, and shall address the need to promote ethical
practice, an appropriate standard of care, patient safety, the use of new pharmaceuticals, and appro-
priate communication with patients.

D. This section shall not limit the functions and procedures of certified registered nurse anesthetists or
of any advanced practice registered nurses which are otherwise authorized by law or regulation.

E. The following restrictions shall apply to any advanced practice registered nurse authorized to pre-
scribe drugs and devices pursuant to this section:

1. The advanced practice registered nurse shall disclose to the patient at the initial encounter that he
is a licensed advanced practice registered nurse. Any party to a practice agreement shall disclose,
upon request of a patient or his legal representative, the name of the patient care team physician, or, if
the advanced practice registered nurse is licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing in the cat-
egory of clinical nurse specialist, the name of the licensed physician, and information regarding how
to contact the patient care team physician or licensed physician.



2. Physicians shall not serve as a patient care team physician on a patient care team or enter into a
practice agreement with more than six advanced practice registered nurses at any one time, except
that a physician may serve as a patient care team physician on a patient care team with up to 10
advanced practice registered nurses licensed in the category of psychiatric-mental health advanced
practice registered nurse.

F. This section shall not prohibit a licensed advanced practice registered nurse from administering
controlled substances in compliance with the definition of "administer" in § 54.1-3401 or from receiv-
ing and dispensing manufacturers' professional samples of controlled substances in compliance with
the provisions of this section.

G. Notwithstanding any provision of law or regulation to the contrary, a certified nurse midwife
licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing as such and holding a license for prescriptive author-
ity may prescribe Schedules II through VI controlled substances. However, if the certified nurse mid-
wife licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing in the category of certified nurse midwife is
required, pursuant to subsection H of § 54.1-2957, to practice pursuant to a practice agreement, such
prescribing shall also be in accordance with any prescriptive authority included in such practice agree-
ment.

H. Notwithstanding any provision of law or regulation to the contrary, a certified registered nurse anes-
thetist licensed by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing as such shall have the authority to prescribe
Schedule II through Schedule VI controlled substances and devices in accordance with the require-
ments for practice set forth in subsection C of § 54.1-2957 to a patient requiring anesthesia, as part of
the periprocedural care of such patient. As used in this subsection, "periprocedural" means the period
beginning prior to a procedure and ending at the time the patient is discharged.

1991, cc. 519, 524; 1992, c. 409; 1995, c. 506; 1999, c. 745; 2000, c. 924; 2005, c. 926; 2006, c. 494;
2012, c. 213; 2016, c. 495; 2018, c. 776; 2020, cc. 100, 161; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 157, 396; 2022, cc.
197, 667; 2023, c. 183.

§§ 54.1-2957.1 through 54.1-2957.3. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1996, cc. 152 and 158.

§ 54.1-2957.02. When advanced practice registered nurse signature accepted.
Whenever any law or regulation requires a signature, certification, stamp, verification, affidavit or
endorsement by a physician, it shall be deemed to include a signature, certification, stamp, veri-
fication, affidavit or endorsement by an advanced practice registered nurse.

2004, c. 855; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2957.03. Certified nurse midwives; required disclosures; liability.
A. As used in this section, "birthing center" means a facility outside a hospital that provides maternity
services.
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B. A certified nurse midwife who provides health care services to a patient outside of a hospital or birth-
ing center shall disclose to that patient, when appropriate, information on health risks associated with
births outside of a hospital or birthing center, including but not limited to risks associated with vaginal
births after a prior cesarean section, breech births, births by women experiencing high-risk preg-
nancies, and births involving multiple gestation.

C. A certified nurse midwife who provides health care to a patient shall be liable for the midwife's neg-
ligent, grossly negligent, or willful and wanton acts or omissions. Except as otherwise provided by
law, any (i) doctor of medicine or osteopathy who did not collaborate or consult with the midwife
regarding the patient and who has not previously treated the patient for this pregnancy, (ii) physician
assistant, (iii) advanced practice registered nurse, (iv) prehospital emergency medical personnel, or
(v) hospital as defined in § 32.1-123, or any employee of, person providing services pursuant to a con-
tract with, or agent of such hospital, that provides screening and stabilization health care services to a
patient as a result of a certified nurse midwife's negligent, grossly negligent, or willful and wanton acts
or omissions, shall be immune from liability for acts or omissions constituting ordinary negligence.

2006, c. 750; 2009, c. 646; 2016, c. 495; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 396; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2957.04. Licensure as a licensed certified midwife; practice as a licensed certified midwife;
use of title; required disclosures.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to practice or to hold himself out as practicing as a licensed cer-
tified midwife or use in connection with his name the words "Licensed Certified Midwife" unless he
holds a license as such issued jointly by the Boards of Medicine and Nursing.

B. The Boards of Medicine and Nursing shall jointly adopt regulations for the licensure of licensed cer-
tified midwives, which shall include criteria for licensure and renewal of a license as a certified mid-
wife that shall include a requirement that the applicant provide evidence satisfactory to the Boards of
current certification as a certified midwife by the American Midwifery Certification Board and that shall
be consistent with the requirements for certification as a certified midwife established by the American
Midwifery Certification Board.

C. The Boards of Medicine and Nursing may issue a license by endorsement to an applicant to prac-
tice as a licensed certified midwife if the applicant has been licensed as a certified midwife under the
laws of another state and, pursuant to regulations of the Boards, the applicant meets the qualifications
for licensure as a licensed certified midwife in the Commonwealth.

D. Licensed certified midwives shall practice in consultation with a licensed physician in accordance
with a practice agreement between the licensed certified midwife and the licensed physician. Such
practice agreement shall address the availability of the physician for routine and urgent consultation
on patient care. Evidence of a practice agreement shall be maintained by the licensed certified mid-
wife and provided to the Board upon request. The Board shall adopt regulations for the practice of
licensed certified midwives, which shall be in accordance with regulations jointly adopted by the
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Boards of Medicine and Nursing, which shall be consistent with the Standards for the Practice of Mid-
wifery set by the American College of Nurse-Midwives governing the practice of midwifery.

E. Notwithstanding any provision of law or regulation to the contrary, a licensed certified midwife may
prescribe Schedules II through VI controlled substances in accordance with regulations of the Boards
of Medicine and Nursing.

F. A licensed certified midwife who provides health care services to a patient outside of a hospital or
birthing center shall disclose to that patient, when appropriate, information on health risks associated
with births outside of a hospital or birthing center, including but not limited to risks associated with
vaginal births after a prior cesarean section, breech births, births by women experiencing high-risk
pregnancies, and births involving multiple gestation. As used in this subsection, "birthing center" shall
have the same meaning as in § 54.1-2957.03.

G. A licensed certified midwife who provides health care to a patient shall be liable for the midwife's
negligent, grossly negligent, or willful and wanton acts or omissions. Except as otherwise provided by
law, any (i) doctor of medicine or osteopathy who did not collaborate or consult with the midwife
regarding the patient and who has not previously treated the patient for this pregnancy, (ii) physician
assistant, (iii) advanced practice registered nurse, (iv) prehospital emergency medical personnel, or
(v) hospital as defined in § 32.1-123, or any employee of, person providing services pursuant to a con-
tract with, or agent of such hospital, that provides screening and stabilization health care services to a
patient as a result of a licensed certified midwife's negligent, grossly negligent, or willful and wanton
acts or omissions shall be immune from liability for acts or omissions constituting ordinary negligence.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 200, 201; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2957.4. Licensure as athletic trainer required; requisite training and educational require-
ments; powers of the Board concerning athletic training.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to practice or to hold himself out as practicing as an athletic
trainer unless he holds a license as an athletic trainer issued by the Board. The Board shall issue
licenses to practice athletic training to applicants for such licensure who meet the requirements of this
chapter and the Board's regulations.

B. The Board shall establish criteria for the licensure of athletic trainers to ensure the appropriate train-
ing and educational credentials for the practice of athletic training. Such criteria may include exper-
iential requirements and shall include one of the following: (i) a Virginia testing program to determine
the quality of the training and educational credentials for and competence of athletic trainers, (ii) suc-
cessful completion of a training program and passage of the certifying examination administered by
the National Athletic Training Association Board of Certification resulting in certification as an athletic
trainer by such national association, or (iii) completion of another Board-approved training program
and examination.
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C. At its discretion, the Board may grant provisional licensure to persons who have successfully com-
pleted an approved training program or who have met requisite experience criteria established by the
Board. Such provisional licensure shall expire as provided for in the regulations of the Board.

D. The Board shall promulgate such regulations as may be necessary for the licensure of athletic train-
ers and the issuance of licenses to athletic trainers to practice in the Commonwealth. The Board's reg-
ulations shall assure the competence and integrity of any person claiming to be an athletic trainer or
who engages in the practice of athletic training.

1999, cc. 639, 682, 747; 2004, c. 669; 2013, c. 144.

§ 54.1-2957.5. Advisory Board on Athletic Training established; duties; composition; appointment;
terms.
A. The Advisory Board on Athletic Training shall assist the Board in formulating its requirements for
the licensure of athletic trainers. In the exercise of this responsibility, the Advisory Board shall recom-
mend to the Board the criteria for licensure of athletic trainers and the standards of professional con-
duct for licensees. The Advisory Board shall also assist in such other matters relating to the practice of
athletic training as the Board may require.

B. The Advisory Board shall consist of five members appointed by the Governor for four-year terms.
The first appointments shall provide for staggered terms with two members being appointed for a two-
year term, two members being appointed for a three-year term and one member being appointed for a
four-year term. Three members shall be at the time of appointment athletic trainers who are currently
licensed by the Board and who have practiced in Virginia for not less than three years, including one
athletic trainer employed at a secondary school, one employed at an institution of higher education,
and one employed in the public or private sector; one member shall be a physician licensed to prac-
tice medicine in the Commonwealth; and one member shall be a citizen appointed by the Governor
from the Commonwealth at large.

Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term. No person
shall be eligible to serve on the Advisory Board for more than two full consecutive terms.

1999, cc. 639, 682, 747; 2001, c. 61; 2004, c. 669; 2011, cc. 691, 714; 2020, c. 926.

§ 54.1-2957.6. Exceptions to athletic trainer licensure.
A. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to prohibit any individual from providing first
aid, nor any coach, physical education instructor or other person from (i) conducting or assisting with
exercise or conditioning programs or classes within the scope of their duties as employees or volun-
teers or (ii) applying protective taping to an uninjured body part.

B. The requirements for licensure of athletic trainers shall not prevent student athletic trainers from
practicing athletic training under the supervision and control of a licensed athletic trainer pursuant to
regulations promulgated by the Board.
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C. Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 54.1-2957.4 and 54.1-2957.5, any person who, prior to June
30, 2004, is employed in Virginia as an athletic trainer, or in the performance of his employment duties
engages in the practice of athletic training and is certified pursuant to this section and §§ 54.1-2957.4
and 54.1-2957.5 as such statutes were in effect on June 30, 2004, shall not be required to obtain a
license from the Board to continue to be so employed until July 1, 2005.

1999, cc. 639, 682, 747; 2001, c. 61; 2003, c. 529; 2004, c. 669.

§ 54.1-2957.7. Licensed midwife and practice of midwifery; definitions.
"Midwife" means any person who provides primary maternity care by affirmative act or conduct prior
to, during, and subsequent to childbirth, and who is not licensed as a doctor of medicine or osteopathy
or certified nurse midwife.

"Practicing midwifery" means providing primary maternity care that is consistent with a midwife's train-
ing, education, and experience to women and their newborns throughout the childbearing cycle, and
identifying and referring women or their newborns who require medical care to an appropriate prac-
titioner.

2005, cc. 719, 917.

§ 54.1-2957.8. Licensure of midwives; requisite training and educational requirements; fees.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to practice midwifery in the Commonwealth or use the title of
licensed midwife unless he holds a license issued by the Board. The Board may license an applicant
as a midwife after such applicant has submitted evidence satisfactory to the Board that he has
obtained the Certified Professional Midwife (CPM) credential pursuant to regulations adopted by the
Board and in accordance with the provisions of §§ 54.1-2915.

B. Persons seeking licensure as a midwife shall submit such information as required in the form and
manner determined by the Board.

C. Persons seeking licensure shall pay the required license fee as determined by the Board.

2005, cc. 719, 917.

§ 54.1-2957.9. Regulation of the practice of midwifery.
The Board shall adopt regulations governing the practice of midwifery, upon consultation with the
Advisory Board on Midwifery. The regulations shall (i) address the requirements for licensure to prac-
tice midwifery, including the establishment of standards of care, (ii) be consistent with the North Amer-
ican Registry of Midwives' current job description for the profession and the National Association of
Certified Professional Midwives' standards of practice, except that prescriptive authority shall be pro-
hibited, (iii) ensure independent practice, (iv) require midwives to disclose to their patients, when
appropriate, options for consultation and referral to a physician and evidence-based information on
health risks associated with birth of a child outside of a hospital or birthing center, as defined in § 54.1-
2957.03, including risks associated with vaginal births after a prior cesarean section, breech births,
births by women experiencing high-risk pregnancies, and births involving multiple gestation, (v)
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provide for an appropriate license fee, and (vi) include requirements for licensure renewal and con-
tinuing education. Such regulations shall not (a) require any agreement, written or otherwise, with
another health care professional or (b) require the assessment of a woman who is seeking midwifery
services by another health care professional. A licensed midwife may obtain, possess, and administer
drugs and devices that are used within the licensed midwife's scope of practice as determined by the
North American Registry of Midwives Job Analysis. The Board of Medicine shall develop and publish
best practice and standards of care guidance for all such drugs. The formulary shall not include any
drug, as defined in § 54.1-3401, in Schedule I through V of the Drug Control Act. A licensed midwife
may obtain medications and devices to treat conditions within the licensed midwife's scope of practice
from entities including a pharmacy, as defined in § 54.1-3300, or a manufacturer, medical equipment
supplier, outsourcing facility, warehouser, or wholesale distributor, as these terms are defined in §
54.1-3401. An entity that provides a medication to a licensed midwife in accordance with this section,
and who relies in good faith upon the license information provided by the licensed midwife, is not sub-
ject to liability for providing the medication.

Completing all Alliance for Innovation on Maternal Health patient safety bundles advanced by the Vir-
ginia Neonatal Perinatal Collaborative shall be required of any licensed midwife who obtains, pos-
sesses, and administers drugs and devices within the scope of his practice.

License renewal shall be contingent upon maintaining a Certified Professional Midwife certification.

2005, cc. 719, 917; 2009, c. 646; 2016, c. 495; 2023, cc. 673, 674.

§ 54.1-2957.10. Advisory Board on Midwifery established; membership; duties; terms.
A. The Advisory Board on Midwifery is established as an advisory board in the executive branch of
state government. The purpose of the Advisory Board is to assist the Board of Medicine in formulating
regulations pertaining to the practice of midwifery. The Advisory Board shall also assist in such other
matters relating to the practice of midwifery as the Board may require.

B. The Advisory Board shall consist of five nonlegislative citizen members to be appointed by the
Governor, subject to confirmation by the General Assembly, including three Certified Professional Mid-
wives, one doctor of medicine or osteopathy or certified nurse midwife who is licensed to practice in
the Commonwealth and who has experience in out-of-hospital birth settings, and one citizen who has
used out-of-hospital midwifery services. Nonlegislative citizen members of the Advisory Board shall
be citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

The initial appointments shall provide for staggered terms with two members being appointed for two-
year terms, two members being appointed for three-year terms, and one member being appointed for a
four-year term. Thereafter, nonlegislative citizen members shall be appointed for a term of four years.
Appointments to fill vacancies, other than by expiration of a term, shall be for the unexpired terms. All
members may be reappointed. However, no nonlegislative citizen member shall serve more than two
consecutive four-year terms. The remainder of any term to which a member is appointed to fill a
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vacancy shall not constitute a term in determining the member's eligibility for reappointment. Vacan-
cies shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointments.

C. The Advisory Board shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman from among its membership. A major-
ity of the members shall constitute a quorum. The meetings of the Advisory Board shall be held at the
call of the chairman or whenever the majority of the members so request.

D. Members shall receive such compensation for the discharge of their duties as provided in § 2.2-
2813. All members shall be reimbursed for reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the dis-
charge of their duties as provided in §§ 2.2-2813 and 2.2-2825. Funding for the costs of compensation
and expenses of the members shall be provided by the Board of Medicine.

E. The Department of Health Professions shall provide staff support to the Advisory Board. All agen-
cies of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the Advisory Board, upon request.

2005, cc. 719, 917; 2008, c. 36.

§ 54.1-2957.11. Requirements for disclosure.
Any person practicing as a licensed midwife shall provide disclosure of specific information in writing
to any client to whommidwifery care is provided. Such disclosure shall include (i) a description of the
midwife's qualifications, experience, and training; (ii) a written protocol for medical emergencies,
including hospital transport, particular to each client; (iii) a description of the midwives' model of care;
(iv) a copy of the regulations governing the practice of midwifery; (v) a statement concerning the
licensed midwife's malpractice or liability insurance coverage; (vi) a description of the right to file a
complaint with the Board of Medicine and the procedures for filing such complaint; and (vii) such other
information as the Board of Medicine determines is appropriate to allow the client to make an informed
choice to select midwifery care.

2005, cc. 719, 917.

§ 54.1-2957.12. Immunity.
No person other than the licensed midwife who provided care to the patient shall be liable for the mid-
wife's negligent, grossly negligent or willful and wanton acts or omissions. Except as otherwise
provided by law, no other licensed midwife, doctor of medicine or osteopathy, nurse, prehospital emer-
gency medical personnel, or hospital as defined in § 32.1-123, or agents thereof, shall be exempt from
liability (i) for their own subsequent and independent negligent, grossly negligent or willful and wanton
acts or omissions or (ii) if such person has a business relationship with the licensed midwife who
provided care to the patient. A doctor of medicine or osteopathy, nurse, prehospital emergency med-
ical person, or hospital as defined in § 32.1-123, or agents thereof, shall not be deemed to have estab-
lished a business relationship or relationship of agency, employment, partnership, or joint venture with
the licensed midwife solely by providing consultation to or accepting referral from the midwife.

2005, cc. 719, 917.

§ 54.1-2957.13. Exceptions.
The provisions of §§ 54.1-2957.7 through 54.1-2957.12 shall not prevent or prohibit:
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1. Any licensed midwife from delegating to an apprentice or personnel in his personal employ and
supervised by him such activities or functions that are nondiscretionary and that do not require the
exercise of professional judgment for their performance, if such activities or functions are authorized
by and performed for the licensed midwife and responsibility for such activities or functions is
assumed by the licensed midwife; or

2. Any person from performing tasks related to the practice of midwifery under the direct and imme-
diate supervision of a licensed doctor of medicine or osteopathy, a certified nurse midwife, or a
licensed midwife during completion of the North American Registry of Midwives' Portfolio Evaluation
Process Program within a time period specified in regulations adopted by the Board or while enrolled
in an accredited midwifery education program.

2005, cc. 719, 917.

§ 54.1-2957.14. Advisory Board on Polysomnographic Technology; appointment; terms; duties.
A. The Advisory Board on Polysomnographic Technology shall assist the Board in carrying out the
provisions of this chapter regarding the qualifications, examination, and regulation of licensed poly-
somnographic technologists.

The Advisory Board shall consist of five members appointed by the Governor for four-year terms.
Three members shall be at the time of appointment polysomnographic technologists who have prac-
ticed for not less than three years, one member shall be a physician who specializes in the practice of
sleep medicine and is licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth, and one member shall be
appointed by the Governor from the Commonwealth at large.

Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term. No person
shall be eligible to serve on the Advisory Board for more than two consecutive terms.

B. The Advisory Board shall, under the authority of the Board, recommend to the Board for its enact-
ment into regulation the criteria for licensure as a polysomnographic technologist and the standards of
professional conduct for holders of polysomnographic licenses.

The Advisory Board shall also assist in such other matters dealing with polysomnographic technology
as the Board may in its discretion direct.

2010, c. 838.

§ 54.1-2957.15. Unlawful to practice as a polysomnographic technologist without a license.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person not holding a current and valid license from the Board of Medi-
cine to practice as a polysomnographic technologist or to assume the title "licensed poly-
somnographic technologist," "polysomnographic technologist," or "licensed sleep tech."

B. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a health care provider licensed pursuant to this
title from engaging in the full scope of practice for which he is licensed, including, but not limited to,
respiratory care professionals.
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C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a student enrolled in an educational program
in polysomnographic technology or a person engaged in a traineeship from the practice of poly-
somnographic technology, provided that such student or trainee is under the direct supervision of a
licensed polysomnographic technologist or a licensed doctor of medicine or osteopathic medicine.
Any such student or trainee shall be identified to patients as a student or trainee in polysomnographic
technology. However, any such student or trainee shall be required to have a license to practice after
18 months from the start of the educational program or traineeship or six months from the conclusion
of such program or traineeship, whichever is earlier.

D. For the purposes of this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:

"Polysomnographic technology" means the process of analyzing, scoring, attended monitoring, and
recording of physiologic data during sleep and wakefulness to assist in the clinical assessment and
diagnosis of sleep/wake disorders and other disorders, syndromes, and dysfunctions that either are
sleep related, manifest during sleep, or disrupt normal sleep/wake cycles and activities.

"Practice of polysomnographic technology" means the professional services practiced in any setting
under the direction and supervision of a licensed physician involving the monitoring, testing, and treat-
ment of individuals suffering from any sleep disorder. Other procedures include but are not limited to:

a. Application of electrodes and apparatus necessary to monitor and evaluate sleep disturbances,
including application of devices that allow a physician to diagnose and treat sleep disorders, which
disorders include but shall not be limited to insomnia, sleep-related breathing disorders, movement
disorders, disorders of excessive somnolence, and parasomnias;

b. Under the direction of a physician, institution and evaluation of the effectiveness of therapeutic mod-
alities and procedures including the therapeutic use of oxygen and positive airway pressure (PAP)
devices, such as continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) and bi-level positive airway pressure of
non-ventilated patients;

c. Initiation of cardiopulmonary resuscitation, maintenance of patient's airway (which does not include
endotracheal intubation);

d. Transcription and implementation of physician orders pertaining to the practice of poly-
somnographic technology;

e. Initiation of treatment changes and testing techniques required for the implementation of poly-
somnographic protocols under the direction and supervision of a licensed physician; and

f. Education of patients and their families on the procedures and treatments used during poly-
somnographic technology or any equipment or procedure used for the treatment of any sleep disorder.

2010, c. 838; 2018, c. 98.

§ 54.1-2957.16. Licensure of behavior analysts and assistant behavior analysts; requirements;
powers of the Board.
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A. It is unlawful for any person to practice or to hold himself out as practicing as a behavior analyst or
to use the title "Licensed Behavior Analyst" unless he holds a license as a behavior analyst issued by
the Board. It is unlawful for any person to practice or to hold himself out as practicing as an assistant
behavior analyst or to use the title "Licensed Assistant Behavior Analyst" unless he holds a license as
an assistant behavior analyst issued by the Board. The Board shall issue licenses to practice as a
behavior analyst or an assistant behavior analyst to applicants for licensure who meet the require-
ments of this chapter and the Board's regulations.

B. The Board shall establish criteria for licensure as a behavior analyst, which shall include, but not
be limited to, the following:

1. Documentation that the applicant is currently certified as a Board Certified Behavior Analyst by the
Behavior Analyst Certification Board or its successor;

2. Documentation that the applicant conducts his professional practice in accordance with the Beha-
vior Analyst Certification Board ethics code for behavior analysts and any other accepted professional
and ethical standards the Board deems necessary; and

3. Documentation that the applicant for licensure has not had his license or certification as a behavior
analyst or as an assistant behavior analyst suspended or revoked and is not the subject of any dis-
ciplinary proceedings by the certifying board or in another jurisdiction.

C. The Board shall establish criteria for licensure as an assistant behavior analyst, which shall
include, but not be limited to, the following:

1. Documentation that the applicant is currently certified as a Board Certified Assistant Behavior Ana-
lyst by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board or its successor;

2. Documentation that the applicant conducts his professional practice in accordance with the Beha-
vior Analyst Certification Board ethics code for behavior analysts and any other accepted professional
and ethical standards the Board deems necessary;

3. Documentation that the applicant for licensure has not had his license or certification as an assist-
ant behavior analyst suspended or revoked and is not the subject of any disciplinary proceedings by
the certifying board or in another jurisdiction; and

4. Documentation that the applicant's work is supervised by a licensed behavior analyst in accord-
ance with the supervision requirements and procedures established by the Board.

D. The Board shall promulgate such regulations as may be necessary to implement the provisions of
this chapter related to (i) application for and issuance of licenses to behavior analysts or assistant
behavior analysts, (ii) requirements for licensure as a behavior analyst or an assistant behavior ana-
lyst, (iii) standards of practice for licensed behavior analysts or licensed assistant behavior analysts,
(iv) requirements and procedures for the supervision of a licensed assistant behavior analyst by a
licensed behavior analyst, and (v) requirements and procedures for supervision by licensed behavior



analysts and licensed assistant behavior analysts of unlicensed individuals who assist in the pro-
vision of applied behavior analysis services.

E. The Board shall establish a fee, determined in accordance with methods used to establish fees for
other health professionals licensed by the Board of Medicine, to be paid by all applicants for licensure
as a behavior analyst or assistant behavior analyst.

2012, c. 3; 2023, cc. 693, 694.

§ 54.1-2957.17. Exceptions to licensure requirements.
A. The provisions of § 54.1-2957.16 shall not be construed as prohibiting any professional licensed,
certified, or registered by a health regulatory board from acting within the scope of his practice.

B. The provisions of § 54.1-2957.16 shall not be construed as prohibiting or restricting the applied
behavior analysis activities of a student participating in a defined course, internship, practicum, or pro-
gram of study at an institution of higher education, provided such activities are supervised by a mem-
ber of the faculty of the institution or by a licensed behavior analyst and such student does not hold
himself out as a licensed behavior analyst and is identified as a "behavior analyst student," "behavior
analyst intern," or "behavior analyst trainee."

C. The provisions of § 54.1-2957.16 shall not be construed as prohibiting or restricting the activities of
unlicensed individuals pursuing supervised experiential training to meet eligibility requirements for cer-
tification by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board or for state licensure, provided such activities are
supervised by a licensed behavior analyst who has been approved by the Behavior Analyst Cer-
tification Board to provide supervision, the individual does not hold himself out as a licensed behavior
analyst, and no more than five years have elapsed from the date on which the supervised experiential
training began.

D. The provisions of § 54.1-2957.16 shall not be construed as prohibiting or restricting the activities of
an individual employed by a school board or by a school for students with disabilities licensed by the
Board of Education from providing behavior analysis when such behavior analysis is performed as
part of the regular duties of his office or position and he receives no compensation in excess of the
compensation he regularly receives for the performance of the duties of his office or position. No per-
son exempted from licensure pursuant to this subsection shall hold himself out as a licensed behavior
analyst or a licensed assistant behavior analyst unless he holds a license as such issued by the
Board.

2012, c. 3; 2014, c. 584.

§ 54.1-2957.18. Advisory Board on Behavior Analysis.
A. The Advisory Board on Behavior Analysis (Advisory Board) shall assist the Board in carrying out
the provisions of this chapter regarding the qualifications, examination, and regulation of licensed
behavior analysts and licensed assistant behavior analysts.
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B. The Advisory Board shall consist of five members appointed by the Governor for four-year terms as
follows: two members shall be, at the time of appointment, licensed behavior analysts who have prac-
ticed for at least three years; one member shall be, at the time of appointment, a licensed assistant
behavior analyst who has practiced for not less than three years; one member shall be a physician
licensed by the Board who is familiar with the principles of behavior analysis; and one member shall
be a consumer of applied behavior analysis who does not hold a license as a behavior analyst or
assistant behavior analyst who is appointed by the Governor from the Commonwealth at large. Vacan-
cies occurring other than by expiration of terms shall be filled for the unexpired term.

C. The Advisory Board shall, under the authority of the Board, recommend to the Board for its enact-
ment into regulation the criteria for licensure as a behavior analyst or an assistant behavior analyst
and the standards of professional conduct for holders of such licenses.

The Advisory Board shall also assist in such other matters relating to behavior analysis as the Board
in its discretion may direct.

2014, c. 584.

§ 54.1-2957.19. Genetic counseling; regulation of the practice; license required; licensure; tem-
porary license.
A. The Board shall adopt regulations governing the practice of genetic counseling, upon consultation
with the Advisory Board on Genetic Counseling. The regulations shall (i) set forth the requirements for
licensure to practice genetic counseling, (ii) provide for appropriate application and renewal fees, (iii)
include requirements for licensure renewal and continuing education, (iv) be consistent with the Amer-
ican Board of Genetic Counseling's current job description for the profession and the standards of
practice of the National Society of Genetic Counselors, and (v) allow for independent practice.

B. It shall be unlawful for a person to practice or hold himself out as practicing genetic counseling in
the Commonwealth without a valid, unrevoked license issued by the Board. No unlicensed person
may use in connection with his name or place of business the title "genetic counselor," "licensed
genetic counselor," "gene counselor," "genetic consultant," or "genetic associate" or any words, let-
ters, abbreviations, or insignia indicating or implying a person holds a genetic counseling license.

C. An applicant for licensure as a genetic counselor shall submit evidence satisfactory to the Board
that the applicant (i) has earned a master's degree from a genetic counseling training program that is
accredited by the Accreditation Council of Genetic Counseling and (ii) holds a current, valid certificate
issued by the American Board of Genetic Counseling or American Board of Medical Genetics to prac-
tice genetic counseling.

D. The Board shall waive the requirements of a master's degree and American Board of Genetic Coun-
seling or American Board of Medical Genetics certification for license applicants who (i) apply for licen-
sure before December 31, 2018, or within 90 days of the effective date of the regulations promulgated
by the Board pursuant to subsection A, whichever is later; (ii) comply with the Board's regulations relat-
ing to the National Society of Genetic Counselors Code of Ethics; (iii) have at least 20 years of
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documented work experience practicing genetic counseling; (iv) submit two letters of recom-
mendation, one from a genetic counselor and another from a physician; and (v) have completed,
within the last five years, 25 hours of continuing education approved by the National Society of Gen-
etic Counselors or the American Board of Genetic Counseling.

E. The Board may grant a temporary license to an applicant who has been granted Active Candidate
Status by the American Board of Genetic Counseling and has paid the temporary license fee. Tem-
porary licenses shall be valid for a period of up to one year. An applicant shall not be eligible for tem-
porary license renewal upon expiration of Active Candidate Status as defined by the American Board
of Genetic Counseling. A person practicing genetic counseling under a temporary license shall be
supervised by a licensed genetic counselor or physician.

2014, cc. 10, 266; 2017, c. 422.

§ 54.1-2957.20. Exemptions.
The provisions of this chapter shall not prohibit:

1. A licensed and qualified health care provider from practicing within his scope of practice, provided
he does not use the title "genetic counselor" or any other title tending to indicate he is a genetic coun-
selor unless licensed in the Commonwealth;

2. A student from performing genetic counseling as part of an approved academic program in genetic
counseling, provided he is supervised by a licensed genetic counselor and designated by a title
clearly indicating his status as a student or trainee; or

3. A person who holds a current, valid certificate issued by the American Board of Genetic Counseling
or American Board of Medical Genetics to practice genetic counseling, who is employed by a rare dis-
ease organization located in another jurisdiction, and who complies with the licensure requirements of
that jurisdiction from providing genetic counseling in the Commonwealth fewer than 10 days per year.

2014, cc. 10, 266.

§ 54.1-2957.21. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 240, cl. 1, effective July 1, 2021.

§ 54.1-2957.22. Advisory Board on Genetic Counseling established; membership; terms.
A. The Advisory Board on Genetic Counseling (Advisory Board) is established as an advisory board
in the executive branch of state government. The Advisory Board shall assist the Board of Medicine in
formulating regulations related to the practice of genetic counseling. The Advisory Board shall also
assist in such other matters relating to the practice of genetic counseling as the Board may require.

B. The Advisory Board shall consist of five nonlegislative citizen members to be appointed by the
Governor, subject to confirmation by the General Assembly, and shall include three licensed genetic
counselors, one doctor of medicine or osteopathy who has experience with genetic counseling ser-
vices, and one nonlegislative citizen member who has used genetic counseling services. Members of
the Advisory Board shall be citizens of the Commonwealth.
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After the initial staggering of terms, members shall be appointed for a term of four years. Appointments
to fill vacancies, other than by expiration of a term, shall be for the unexpired terms. All members may
be reappointed. However, no member shall serve more than two consecutive four-year terms. The
remainder of any term to which a member is appointed to fill a vacancy shall not constitute a term in
determining the member's eligibility for reappointment. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner
as the original appointments.

2014, cc. 10, 266.

Article 5 - APPROVAL OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

§ 54.1-2958. Procedure for determining acceptability of foreign courses of study and educational
institutions.
The Board may promulgate regulations and guidelines for determining the acceptability of courses of
study and educational institutions in foreign countries. These regulations and guidelines shall include
time limitations within which approval shall be granted or denied and for reapplication in cases of
denial of approval, as well as notice of deficiencies in need of remediation, and a procedure for apply-
ing for renewal of approval.

The proceedings for approval shall be conducted pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-
4000 et seq.). The Board shall assess any institution electing formal proceedings under § 2.2-4020
the cost of such proceedings. These costs shall be limited to (i) the actual cost of recording the pro-
ceedings, including the preparation of a transcript, and (ii) the costs of the site visit committee, if
deemed necessary by the Board, and preparation of the committee's testimony.

1985, c. 337, § 54-306.1:2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2959. Supervised training programs; students enrolled in schools of medicine or chiropractic
schools allowed to engage in certain activities; prohibition of unauthorized pelvic exams.
A. Students enrolled in schools of medicine may (i) participate in preceptorship programs that are a
part of the training program of the medical school or (ii) practice in clinics, hospitals, educational insti-
tutions, private medical offices, or other health facilities, in a program approved by the school, under
the direct tutorial supervision of a licensed physician who holds an appointment on the faculty of a
school of medicine approved by the Board.

B. Students enrolled in chiropractic schools may (i) participate in preceptorship programs that are a
part of the training program of the chiropractic school or (ii) practice in clinics, hospitals, educational
institutions, private medical offices, or other health facilities, in a program approved by the school,
under the direct tutorial supervision of a licensed chiropractor who holds an appointment on the faculty
of a chiropractic school approved by the Board.

C. Students participating in a course of professional instruction or clinical training program shall not
perform a pelvic examination on an anesthetized or unconscious female patient unless the patient or
her authorized agent gives informed consent to such examination, the performance of such
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examination is within the scope of care ordered for the patient, or in the case of a patient incapable of
giving informed consent, the examination is necessary for diagnosis or treatment of such patient.

1984, c. 710, § 54-276.7:2; 1988, c. 765; 2007, c. 678; 2015, c. 122.

§ 54.1-2960. Medical students in hospitals.
Subject to such restrictions as the Board, in consultation with the deans of the medical schools of this
Commonwealth, may prescribe by regulation, third and fourth year medical students engaged in a
course of study approved by the Board may be employed by legally established and licensed hos-
pitals to prepare medical history information and perform physical examinations where such practice
is confined strictly to persons who are bona fide patients within the hospital or who receive treatment
and advice in an outpatient department of the hospital. Such students shall be responsible and
accountable at all times to a licensed physician member of the hospital staff. This section shall not
have the effect of removing the responsibility of the attending physician to assure that a licensed phys-
ician shall do a history and physical examination on each hospitalized patient.

1977, c. 568, § 54-276.7:1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2961. (For expiration date, see Acts 2023, cc. 756 and 778, cl. 5) Interns and residents in
hospitals.
A. Interns and residents holding temporary licenses may be employed in a legally established and
licensed hospital, medical school or other organization operating an approved graduate medical edu-
cation program when their practice is confined to persons who are bona fide patients within the hos-
pital or other organization or who receive treatment and advice in an outpatient department of the
hospital or an institution affiliated with the graduate medical education program.

B. Such intern or resident shall be responsible and accountable at all times to a licensed member of
the staff. The training of interns and residents shall be consistent with the requirements of the agen-
cies cited in subsection D and the policies and procedures of the hospital, medical school or other
organization operating a graduate medical education program. No intern or resident holding a tem-
porary license may be employed by any hospital or other organization operating an approved gradu-
ate medical education program unless he has completed successfully the preliminary academic
education required for admission to examinations given by the Board in his particular field of practice.

C. No intern or resident holding a temporary license shall serve in any hospital or other organization
operating an approved graduate medical education program in this Commonwealth for longer than the
time prescribed by the graduate medical education program. The Board may prescribe regulations not
in conflict with existing law and require such reports from hospitals or other organizations in the Com-
monwealth as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.

D. Such employment shall be a part of an internship or residency training program approved by the
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education or American Osteopathic Association or Amer-
ican Podiatric Medical Association or Council on Chiropractic Education. No unlicensed intern or res-
ident may be employed as an intern or resident by any hospital or other organization operating an
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approved graduate medical education program. The Board may determine the extent and scope of the
duties and professional services which may be rendered by interns and residents.

E. The Board of Medicine shall adopt guidelines concerning the ethical practice of physicians prac-
ticing in emergency rooms, surgeons, and interns and residents practicing in hospitals, particularly
hospital emergency rooms, or other organizations operating graduate medical education programs.
These guidelines shall not be construed to be or to establish standards of care or to be regulations
and shall be exempt from the requirements of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). The
Medical College of Virginia of Virginia Commonwealth University, the University of Virginia School of
Medicine, the Eastern Virginia Medical School, the Medical Society of Virginia, and the Virginia Hos-
pital and Health Care Association shall cooperate with the Board in the development of these
guidelines.

The guidelines shall include, but need not be limited to (i) the obtaining of informed consent from all
patients or from the next of kin or legally authorized representative, to the extent practical under the cir-
cumstances in which medical care is being rendered, when the patient is incapable of making an
informed decision, after such patients or other persons have been informed as to which physicians,
residents, or interns will perform the surgery or other invasive procedure; (ii) except in emergencies
and other unavoidable situations, the need, consistent with the informed consent, for an attending
physician to be present during the surgery or other invasive procedure; (iii) policies to avoid situations,
unless the circumstances fall within an exception in the Board's guidelines or the policies of the rel-
evant hospital, medical school or other organization operating the graduate medical education pro-
gram, in which a surgeon, intern or resident represents that he will perform a surgery or other invasive
procedure that he then fails to perform; and (iv) policies addressing informed consent and the ethics of
appropriate care of patients in emergency rooms. Such policies shall take into consideration the non-
binding ban developed by the American Medical Association in 2000 on using newly dead patients as
training subjects without the consent of the next of kin or other legal representative to extent practical
under the circumstances in which medical care is being rendered.

F. The Board shall publish and distribute the guidelines required by subsection E to its licensees.

Code 1950, § 54-276.7; 1952, c. 690; 1958, c. 294; 1964, c. 284; 1975, c. 508; 1978, c. 408; 1986, c.
307; 1987, c. 44; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 614; 2002, cc. 87, 478; 2003, c. 482.

§ 54.1-2961. (For effective date, see Acts 2023, cc. 756 and 778, cl. 5) Interns and residents in hos-
pitals.
A. Interns and residents holding temporary licenses may be employed in a legally established and
licensed hospital, medical school or other organization operating an approved graduate medical edu-
cation program when their practice is confined to persons who are bona fide patients within the hos-
pital or other organization or who receive treatment and advice in an outpatient department of the
hospital or an institution affiliated with the graduate medical education program.
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B. Such intern or resident shall be responsible and accountable at all times to a licensed member of
the staff. The training of interns and residents shall be consistent with the requirements of the agen-
cies cited in subsection D and the policies and procedures of the hospital, medical school or other
organization operating a graduate medical education program. No intern or resident holding a tem-
porary license may be employed by any hospital or other organization operating an approved gradu-
ate medical education program unless he has completed successfully the preliminary academic
education required for admission to examinations given by the Board in his particular field of practice.

C. No intern or resident holding a temporary license shall serve in any hospital or other organization
operating an approved graduate medical education program in this Commonwealth for longer than the
time prescribed by the graduate medical education program. The Board may prescribe regulations not
in conflict with existing law and require such reports from hospitals or other organizations in the Com-
monwealth as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.

D. Such employment shall be a part of an internship or residency training program approved by the
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education or American Osteopathic Association or Amer-
ican Podiatric Medical Association or Council on Chiropractic Education. No unlicensed intern or res-
ident may be employed as an intern or resident by any hospital or other organization operating an
approved graduate medical education program. The Board may determine the extent and scope of the
duties and professional services which may be rendered by interns and residents.

E. The Board of Medicine shall adopt guidelines concerning the ethical practice of physicians prac-
ticing in emergency rooms, surgeons, and interns and residents practicing in hospitals, particularly
hospital emergency rooms, or other organizations operating graduate medical education programs.
These guidelines shall not be construed to be or to establish standards of care or to be regulations
and shall be exempt from the requirements of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). The
Medical College of Virginia of Virginia Commonwealth University, the University of Virginia School of
Medicine, the Eastern Virginia Health Sciences Center at Old Dominion University, the Medical Soci-
ety of Virginia, and the Virginia Hospital and Health Care Association shall cooperate with the Board
in the development of these guidelines.

The guidelines shall include, but need not be limited to (i) the obtaining of informed consent from all
patients or from the next of kin or legally authorized representative, to the extent practical under the cir-
cumstances in which medical care is being rendered, when the patient is incapable of making an
informed decision, after such patients or other persons have been informed as to which physicians,
residents, or interns will perform the surgery or other invasive procedure; (ii) except in emergencies
and other unavoidable situations, the need, consistent with the informed consent, for an attending
physician to be present during the surgery or other invasive procedure; (iii) policies to avoid situations,
unless the circumstances fall within an exception in the Board's guidelines or the policies of the rel-
evant hospital, medical school or other organization operating the graduate medical education pro-
gram, in which a surgeon, intern or resident represents that he will perform a surgery or other invasive
procedure that he then fails to perform; and (iv) policies addressing informed consent and the ethics of



appropriate care of patients in emergency rooms. Such policies shall take into consideration the non-
binding ban developed by the American Medical Association in 2000 on using newly dead patients as
training subjects without the consent of the next of kin or other legal representative to extent practical
under the circumstances in which medical care is being rendered.

F. The Board shall publish and distribute the guidelines required by subsection E to its licensees.

Code 1950, § 54-276.7; 1952, c. 690; 1958, c. 294; 1964, c. 284; 1975, c. 508; 1978, c. 408; 1986, c.
307; 1987, c. 44; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 614; 2002, cc. 87, 478; 2003, c. 482; 2023, cc. 756, 778.

Article 6 - GENERAL STANDARDS OF PRACTICE

§ 54.1-2962. Division of fees among physicians prohibited.
A. No physician licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy in the Commonwealth shall:

1. Knowingly and willfully, directly or indirectly, share any professional fee received for the provision of
health services, as defined in § 54.1-2410, to a patient with another physician licensed to practice
medicine or osteopathy in the Commonwealth in return for such other physician's making a referral, as
defined in § 54.1-2410, of such patient to the physician providing such health services; or

2. Accept any portion of a professional fee paid to another physician licensed to practice medicine or
osteopathy in the Commonwealth for the provision of health services, as defined in § 54.1-2410, to a
patient in return for making a referral, as defined in § 54.1-2410, of such patient to the physician provid-
ing such health services.

B. This chapter shall not be construed as prohibiting (i) the members of any regularly organized part-
nership or group practice, as defined in § 54.1-2410, of physicians licensed to practice medicine or
osteopathy in the Commonwealth from making any division of their total fees among themselves as
they may determine or using their joint fees to defray their joint operating costs; (ii) arrangements per-
mitted under the Practitioner Self-Referral Act (§ 54.1-2410 et seq.); or (iii) payments, business
arrangements, or payment practices that would be permitted in accordance with 42 U.S.C. § 1320a-7b
(b)(3) if such payments, business arrangements, or payment practices involved an underlying pay-
ment source that was a federal health care program, as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 1320a-7b(f), regardless
of whether the underlying payment source actually is a federal health care program or other bona fide
payment source.

C. Any person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 54-278; 1956, c. 389; 1988, c. 765; 2016, cc. 76, 104.

§ 54.1-2962.01. Anatomic pathology services; fees.
A. No practitioner licensed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall charge a fee for ana-
tomic pathology services that is greater than the amount billed to the practitioner for the actual per-
formance of such anatomic pathology services when such services are (i) performed by a person other
than the practitioner or (ii) performed by a person not under the supervision of the practitioner.
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B. A practitioner may charge a fee for specimen collection and transportation, provided the fee con-
forms to the current procedural terminology codes for procedures and services of the American Med-
ical Association and the patient is made aware of the fee in writing prior to collection. For the purposes
of this section, "anatomic pathology services" include the gross or microscopic examination and his-
tological processing of human organ tissue; the examination of human cells from fluids, aspirates,
washings, brushings, or smears; or other subcellular or molecular pathology services.

2014, c. 81.

§ 54.1-2962.1. Solicitation or receipt of remuneration in exchange for referral prohibited.
No practitioner of the healing arts shall knowingly and willfully solicit or receive any remuneration dir-
ectly or indirectly, in cash or in kind, in return for referring an individual or individuals to a facility or
institution as defined in § 37.2-100 or a hospital as defined in § 32.1-123. The Board shall adopt reg-
ulations as necessary to carry out the provisions of this section. Such regulations shall exclude from
the definition of "remuneration" any payments, business arrangements, or payment practices not pro-
hibited by Title 42, Section 1320a-7b (b) of the United States Code, as amended, or any regulations
promulgated pursuant thereto.

1990, c. 379.

§ 54.1-2962.2. Physician-patient relationship; effect of certain emergency department treatment.
A. Any physician-patient relationship that may be created by virtue of an on-call physician or his agent
evaluating or treating a patient in the emergency department of a corporation, facility or institution
licensed or owned or operated by the Commonwealth to provide health care shall be deemed ter-
minated without further notice upon the discharge of the patient from the emergency department or if
the patient is admitted to the corporation, facility or institution, his discharge therefrom, and after com-
pletion of follow-up as prescribed by the physician, unless the physician and the patient affirmatively
elect to continue the physician-patient relationship.

B. Nothing in this section shall relieve a physician of his post-discharge duties required to satisfy the
standard of care pursuant to § 8.01-581.20.

2004, c. 878.

§ 54.1-2963. Selling vitamins or food supplements in connection with a practice of the healing arts.
The Board shall have authority to promulgate regulations regulating the sale of vitamins or food sup-
plements by any practitioner of the healing arts from the office in which he practices.

1984, c. 325, § 54-278.2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2963.1. Disclosure of medical treatment options.
Any physician shall have the authority to disclose fully all medical treatment options to patients
whether or not such treatment options are (i) experimental or covered services, (ii) services that the
health insurer will not authorize, or (iii) the costs of the treatment will be borne by the health insurer or
the patient to facilitate an informed decision by the patient, if the physician determines that such an
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option is in the best interest of the patient. Any physician who discloses information concerning other
medical treatment options to a person with whom he has established a physician-patient relationship
shall not be liable to any health insurer, in an action instituted solely on behalf of the health insurer, for
any civil damages resulting from the disclosure of such information. This section shall not affect any
cause of action a patient may have against a physician.

For the purposes of this section, "medical treatment options" means any alternative or experimental
therapeutic, psychiatric, medical treatment or procedure, health care service, drug, or remedy.

2004, c. 675.

§ 54.1-2963.2. Expired.

§ 54.1-2964. Disclosure of interest in referral facilities and clinical laboratories.
A. Any practitioner of the healing arts shall, prior to referral of a patient to any facility or entity engaged
in the provision of health-related services, appliances or devices, including but not limited to physical
therapy, hearing testing, or sale or fitting of hearing aids or eyeglasses provide the patient with a
notice in bold print that discloses any known material financial interest of or ownership by the prac-
titioner in such facility or entity and states that the services, appliances or devices may be available
from other suppliers in the community. In making any such referral, the practitioner of the healing arts
may render such recommendations as he considers appropriate, but shall advise the patient of his
freedom of choice in the selection of such facility or entity. This section shall not be construed to per-
mit any of the practices prohibited in § 54.1-2914 or Chapter 24.1 (§ 54.1-2410 et seq.) of this title.

In addition, any practitioner of the healing arts shall, prior to ordering any medical test from an inde-
pendent clinical laboratory for a patient, provide the patient with notice in bold print that discloses any
known material financial interest or ownership by the practitioner in such laboratory unless the inde-
pendent clinical laboratory is operated by a publicly held corporation. The practitioner shall inform the
patient about the accreditation status and credentials of the laboratory.

B. The Attorney General, an attorney of the Commonwealth, the attorney for a city, county or town, or
any aggrieved patient may cause an action to be brought in the appropriate circuit court in the name of
the Commonwealth, of the county, city or town, or of any aggrieved patient, to enjoin any violation of
this section. The circuit court having jurisdiction may enjoin such violations, notwithstanding the exist-
ence of an adequate remedy at law. When an injunction is issued, the circuit court may impose a civil
fine to be paid to the Literary Fund not to exceed $1,000. In any action under this section, it shall not
be necessary that damages be proven.

1986, c. 348, § 54-278.3; 1988, cc. 765, 874; 1989, c. 282; 1993, c. 869.

§ 54.1-2965. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1991, c. 643.

§ 54.1-2966. Physicians reporting disabilities to aircraft pilots licensing authorities exempt from liab-
ility; testifying in certain proceedings.
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A. Any physician who, in good faith, reports the existence, or probable existence, of a mental or phys-
ical disability or infirmity in any person licensed or certificated to operate any type of aircraft, or any
applicant for a license or certificate to operate any type of aircraft, to a governmental agency which is
responsible for issuing, renewing, revoking or suspending such licenses or certificates, or which is
responsible for air safety, which the physician believes will or reasonably could affect such person's
ability to safely operate the aircraft he is licensed or certificated, or is seeking to be licensed or cer-
tificated, to operate shall not be liable for any civil damages resulting from such reporting, regardless
of whether such person is, or has been, a patient of such physician, except when such reporting was
done with malice.

B. Notwithstanding any provision of § 8.01-399, any physician may testify in any administrative hear-
ing or other proceeding regarding the issuance, renewal, revocation or suspension of any license or
certificate to pilot an aircraft of any person, regardless of whether such person is, or has been, a
patient of such physician, giving evidence of the existence or probable existence, of a mental or phys-
ical disability or infirmity.

1978, c. 561, § 54-276.9:1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2966.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2017, cc. 712 and 720, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-2967. Physicians and others rendering medical aid to report certain wounds.
Any physician or other person who renders any medical aid or treatment to any person for any wound
which such physician or other person knows or has reason to believe is a wound inflicted by a
weapon specified in § 18.2-308 and which wound such physician or other person believes or has
reason to believe was not self-inflicted shall as soon as practicable report such fact, including the
wounded person's name and address, if known, to the sheriff or chief of police of the county or city in
which treatment is rendered. If such medical aid or treatment is rendered in a hospital or similar insti-
tution, such physician or other person rendering such medical aid or treatment shall immediately notify
the person in charge of such hospital or similar institution, who shall make such report forthwith.

Any physician or other person failing to comply with this section shall be guilty of a Class 3 mis-
demeanor. Any person participating in the making of a report pursuant to this section or participating in
a judicial proceeding resulting therefrom shall be immune from any civil liability in connection there-
with, unless it is proved that such person acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

1970, c. 531, § 54-276.10; 1972, c. 194; 1975, c. 508; 1976, c. 331; 1979, c. 715; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2968. Information about certain individuals with disabilities.
This chapter shall not be construed to prohibit any duly licensed physician from communicating the
identity of any person under age 22 who has a physical or mental disability to appropriate agencies of
the Commonwealth or any of its political subdivisions and other information regarding such person or
condition which may be helpful to the agency in the planning or conduct of services for individuals
with disabilities.
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1972, c. 431, § 54-276.11; 1988, c. 765; 2023, cc. 148, 149.

§ 54.1-2969. Authority to consent to surgical and medical treatment of certain minors.
A. Whenever any minor who has been separated from the custody of his parent or guardian is in need
of surgical or medical treatment, authority commensurate with that of a parent in like cases is con-
ferred, for the purpose of giving consent to such surgical or medical treatment, as follows:

1. Upon judges with respect to minors whose custody is within the control of their respective courts.

2. Upon local directors of social services or their designees with respect to (i) minors who are com-
mitted to the care and custody of the local board by courts of competent jurisdiction, (ii) minors who
are taken into custody pursuant to § 63.2-1517, and (iii) minors who are entrusted to the local board by
the parent, parents or guardian, when the consent of the parent or guardian cannot be obtained imme-
diately and, in the absence of such consent, a court order for such treatment cannot be obtained imme-
diately.

3. Upon the Director of the Department of Corrections or the Director of the Department of Juvenile
Justice or his designees with respect to any minor who is sentenced or committed to his custody.

4. Upon the principal executive officers of state institutions with respect to the wards of such insti-
tutions.

5. Upon the principal executive officer of any other institution or agency legally qualified to receive
minors for care and maintenance separated from their parents or guardians, with respect to any minor
whose custody is within the control of such institution or agency.

6. Upon any person standing in loco parentis, or upon a conservator or custodian for his ward or other
charge under disability.

B. Whenever the consent of the parent or guardian of any minor who is in need of surgical or medical
treatment is unobtainable because such parent or guardian is not a resident of the Commonwealth or
his whereabouts is unknown or he cannot be consulted with promptness reasonable under the cir-
cumstances, authority commensurate with that of a parent in like cases is conferred, for the purpose of
giving consent to such surgical or medical treatment, upon judges of juvenile and domestic relations
district courts.

C. Whenever delay in providing medical or surgical treatment to a minor may adversely affect such
minor's recovery and no person authorized in this section to consent to such treatment for such minor
is available within a reasonable time under the circumstances, no liability shall be imposed upon qual-
ified emergency medical services personnel as defined in § 32.1-111.1 at the scene of an accident,
fire or other emergency, a licensed health professional, or a licensed hospital by reason of lack of con-
sent to such medical or surgical treatment. However, in the case of a minor 14 years of age or older
who is physically capable of giving consent, such consent shall be obtained first.

D. Whenever delay in providing transportation to a minor from the scene of an accident, fire or other
emergency prior to hospital admission may adversely affect such minor's recovery and no person
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authorized in this section to consent to such transportation for such minor is available within a reas-
onable time under the circumstances, no liability shall be imposed upon emergency medical services
personnel as defined in § 32.1-111.1, by reason of lack of consent to such transportation. However, in
the case of a minor 14 years of age or older who is physically capable of giving consent, such consent
shall be obtained first.

E. A minor shall be deemed an adult for the purpose of consenting to:

1. Medical or health services needed to determine the presence of or to treat venereal disease or any
infectious or contagious disease that the State Board of Health requires to be reported;

2. Medical or health services required in case of birth control, pregnancy or family planning except for
the purposes of sexual sterilization;

3. Medical or health services needed in the case of outpatient care, treatment or rehabilitation for sub-
stance abuse as defined in § 37.2-100; or

4. Medical or health services needed in the case of outpatient care, treatment or rehabilitation for men-
tal illness or emotional disturbance.

A minor shall also be deemed an adult for the purpose of accessing or authorizing the disclosure of
medical records related to subdivisions 1 through 4.

F. Except for the purposes of sexual sterilization, any minor who is or has been married shall be
deemed an adult for the purpose of giving consent to surgical and medical treatment.

G. A pregnant minor shall be deemed an adult for the sole purpose of giving consent for herself and
her child to surgical and medical treatment relating to the delivery of her child when such surgical or
medical treatment is provided during the delivery of the child or the duration of the hospital admission
for such delivery; thereafter, the minor mother of such child shall also be deemed an adult for the pur-
pose of giving consent to surgical and medical treatment for her child.

H. Any minor 16 years of age or older may, with the consent of a parent or legal guardian, consent to
donate blood and may donate blood if such minor meets donor eligibility requirements. However, par-
ental consent to donate blood by any minor 17 years of age shall not be required if such minor
receives no consideration for his blood donation and the procurer of the blood is a nonprofit, voluntary
organization.

I. Any judge, local director of social services, Director of the Department of Corrections, Director of the
Department of Juvenile Justice, or principal executive officer of any state or other institution or agency
who consents to surgical or medical treatment of a minor in accordance with this section shall make a
reasonable effort to notify the minor's parent or guardian of such action as soon as practicable.

J. Nothing in subsection G shall be construed to permit a minor to consent to an abortion without com-
plying with § 16.1-241.



K. Nothing in subsection E shall prevent a parent, legal guardian or person standing in loco parentis
from obtaining (i) the results of a minor's nondiagnostic drug test when the minor is not receiving care,
treatment or rehabilitation for substance abuse as defined in § 37.2-100 or (ii) a minor's other health
records, except when the minor's treating physician, clinical psychologist, clinical social worker, or
licensed professional counselor has determined, in the exercise of his professional judgment, that the
disclosure of health records to the parent, legal guardian, or person standing in loco parentis would be
reasonably likely to cause substantial harm to the minor or another person pursuant to subsection B of
§ 20-124.6.

Code 1950, § 32-137; 1968, c. 71; 1970, c. 232, § 54-325.2; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 183; 1972, cc. 323,
823; 1973, c. 337; 1974, cc. 44, 45, 639; 1977, cc. 523, 525; 1978, cc. 10, 401; 1979, c. 720; 1981, cc.
22, 454, 573; 1984, c. 72; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 733; 1999, c. 1001; 2000, c. 798; 2002, cc. 315, 747;
2005, cc. 181, 227; 2008, c. 330; 2020, c. 945; 2022, c. 509.

§ 54.1-2970. Medical treatment for certain persons incapable of giving informed consent.
When a delay in treatment might adversely affect recovery, a licensed health professional or licensed
hospital shall not be subject to liability arising out of a claim based on lack of informed consent or be
prohibited from providing surgical, medical or dental treatment to an individual who is receiving ser-
vice in a facility operated by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services or who
is receiving case management services from a community services board or behavioral health author-
ity and who is incapable of giving informed consent to the treatment by reason of mental illness or intel-
lectual disability under the following conditions:

1. No legally authorized guardian or committee was available to give consent;

2. A reasonable effort is made to advise a parent or other next of kin of the need for the surgical, med-
ical or dental treatment;

3. No reasonable objection is raised by or on behalf of the alleged incapacitated person; and

4. Two physicians, or in the case of dental treatment, two dentists or one dentist and one physician,
state in writing that they have made a good faith effort to explain the necessary treatment to the indi-
vidual, and they have probable cause to believe that the individual is incapacitated and unable to con-
sent to the treatment by reason of mental illness or intellectual disability and that delay in treatment
might adversely affect recovery.

The provisions of this section shall apply only to the treatment of physical injury or illness and not to
any treatment for a mental, emotional or psychological condition.

Treatment pursuant to this section of an individual's mental, emotional or psychological condition
when the individual is unable to make an informed decision and when no legally authorized guardian
or committee is available to provide consent shall be governed by regulations adopted by the State
Board of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services under § 37.2-400.
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Code 1950, § 32-137.01; 1979, c. 212, § 54-325.2:1; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 591; 1997, c. 801; 2002, c.
80; 2009, cc. 813, 840; 2012, cc. 476, 507.

§ 54.1-2970.1. Individual incapable of making informed decision; procedure for physical evidence
recovery kit examination; consent by minors.
A. A licensed physician, a physician assistant, an advanced practice registered nurse, or a registered
nurse may perform a physical evidence recovery kit examination for a person who is believed to be
the victim of a sexual assault and who is incapable of making an informed decision regarding consent
to such examination when:

1. There is a need to conduct the examination before the victim is likely to be able to make an
informed decision in order to preserve physical evidence of the alleged sexual assault from degrad-
ation;

2. No legally authorized representative or other person authorized to consent to medical treatment on
the individual's behalf is reasonably available to provide consent within the time necessary to pre-
serve physical evidence of the alleged sexual assault; and

3. A capacity reviewer, as defined in § 54.1-2982, provides written certification that, based upon a per-
sonal examination of the individual, the individual is incapable of making an informed decision regard-
ing the physical evidence recovery kit examination and that, given the totality of the circumstances, the
examination should be performed. The capacity reviewer who provides such written certification shall
not be otherwise currently involved in the treatment of the person assessed, unless an independent
capacity reviewer is not reasonably available.

A1. For purposes of this section, if a parent or guardian of a minor refuses to consent to a physical
evidence recovery kit examination of the minor, the minor may consent.

B. Any physical evidence recovery kit examination performed pursuant to this section shall be per-
formed in accordance with the requirements of §§ 19.2-11.2 and 19.2-165.1 and shall protect the
alleged victim's identity.

C. A licensed physician, a physician assistant, an advanced practice registered nurse, or a registered
nurse who exercises due care under the provisions of this act shall not be liable for any act or omis-
sion related to performance of an examination in accordance with this section.

2013, cc. 441, 532; 2016, c. 251; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2971. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2008, cc. 35 and 77.

§ 54.1-2971.01. Prescription in excess of recommended dosage in certain cases.
A. Consistent with § 54.1-3408.1, a physician may prescribe a dosage of a pain-relieving agent in
excess of the recommended dosage upon certifying the medical necessity for the excess dosage in
the patient's medical record. Any practitioner who prescribes, dispenses or administers an excess
dosage in accordance with this section and § 54.1-3408.1 shall not be in violation of the provisions of
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this title because of such excess dosage, if such excess dosage is prescribed, dispensed or admin-
istered in good faith for recognized medicinal or therapeutic purposes.

B. The Board of Medicine shall advise physicians of the provisions of this section and § 54.1-3408.1.

1995, c. 277.

§ 54.1-2971.1. Disclosure for certain treatment of infertility.
Before a physician commences treatment of a patient by in vitro fertilization, gamete intrafallopian tube
transfer, or zygote intrafallopian tube transfer, including the administration of drugs for the stimulation
or suppression of ovulation prefatory thereto, a disclosure form shall have been executed by the
patient which includes, but need not be limited to, the rates of success for the particular procedure at
the clinic or hospital where the procedure is to be performed. The information disclosed to the patient
shall include the testing protocol used to ensure that gamete donors are free from known infection with
human immunodeficiency viruses, the total number of live births, the number of live births as a per-
centage of completed retrieval cycles, and the rates for clinical pregnancy and delivery per completed
retrieval cycle bracketed by age groups consisting of women under thirty years of age, women aged
thirty through thirty-four years, women aged thirty-five through thirty-nine years, and women aged forty
years and older.

1991, c. 492; 1995, c. 519.

§ 54.1-2972. When person deemed medically and legally dead; determination of death; nurses',
licensed practical nurses', physician assistants', or advanced practice registered nurses' authority to
pronounce death under certain circumstances.
A. As used in this section, "autonomous nurse practitioner" means a nurse practitioner who is author-
ized to practice without a practice agreement pursuant to subsection I of § 54.1-2957.

B. A person shall be medically and legally dead if:

1. In the opinion of a physician duly authorized to practice medicine in the Commonwealth or autonom-
ous nurse practitioner, based on the ordinary standards of medical practice, there is the absence of
spontaneous respiratory and spontaneous cardiac functions and, because of the disease or condition
that directly or indirectly caused these functions to cease, or because of the passage of time since
these functions ceased, attempts at resuscitation would not, in the opinion of such physician or
autonomous nurse practitioner, be successful in restoring spontaneous life-sustaining functions, and,
in such event, death shall be deemed to have occurred at the time these functions ceased; or

2. In the opinion of a physician, who shall be duly licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth
and board-eligible or board-certified in the field of neurology, neurosurgery, or critical care medicine,
when based on the ordinary standards of medical practice, there is irreversible cessation of all func-
tions of the entire brain, including the brain stem, and, in the opinion of such physician, based on the
ordinary standards of medical practice and considering the irreversible cessation of all functions of the
entire brain, including the brain stem, and the patient's medical record, further attempts at resuscitation
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or continued supportive maintenance would not be successful in restoring such functions, and, in such
event, death shall be deemed to have occurred at the time when all such functions have ceased.

C. A registered nurse, a physician assistant, or an advanced practice registered nurse who is not an
autonomous nurse practitioner may pronounce death if the following criteria are satisfied: (i) the nurse
is employed by or the physician assistant or advanced practice registered nurse who is not an
autonomous nurse practitioner works at (a) a home care organization as defined in § 32.1-162.7, (b) a
hospice as defined in § 32.1-162.1, (c) a hospital or nursing home as defined in § 32.1-123, including
state-operated hospitals for the purposes of this section, (d) the Department of Corrections, or (e) a
continuing care retirement community registered with the State Corporation Commission pursuant to
Chapter 49 (§ 38.2-4900 et seq.) of Title 38.2; (ii) the nurse, physician assistant, or advanced practice
registered nurse who is not an autonomous nurse practitioner is directly involved in the care of the
patient; (iii) the patient's death has occurred; (iv) the patient is under the care of a physician or
autonomous nurse practitioner when his death occurs; (v) the patient's death has been anticipated;
and (vi) the physician or autonomous nurse practitioner is unable to be present within a reasonable
period of time to determine death. A licensed practical nurse may pronounce death for a patient in hos-
pice pursuant to a valid Do Not Resuscitate Order issued in accordance with § 54.1-2987.1. The
nurse, licensed practical nurse, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse who is not
an autonomous nurse practitioner shall inform the patient's attending and consulting physician or
autonomous nurse practitioner of the patient's death as soon as practicable.

The nurse, licensed practical nurse, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse who is
not an autonomous nurse practitioner shall have the authority to pronounce death in accordance with
such procedural regulations, if any, as may be promulgated by the Board of Medicine; however, if the
circumstances of the death are not anticipated or the death requires an investigation by the Office of
the Chief Medical Examiner, such nurse, licensed practical nurse, physician assistant, or advanced
practice registered nurse shall notify the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner of the death and the
body shall not be released to the funeral director.

This subsection shall not authorize a nurse, licensed practical nurse, physician assistant, or advanced
practice registered nurse who is not an autonomous nurse practitioner to determine the cause of
death. Determination of cause of death shall continue to be the responsibility of the attending phys-
ician or autonomous nurse practitioner, except as provided in § 32.1-263. Further, this subsection
shall not be construed to impose any obligation to carry out the functions of this subsection.

This subsection shall not relieve any registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, physician assistant, or
nurse practitioner who is not an autonomous nurse practitioner from any civil or criminal liability that
might otherwise be incurred for failure to follow statutes or Board of Nursing or Board of Medicine reg-
ulations.

D. The alternative definitions of death provided in subdivisions B 1 and 2 may be utilized for all pur-
poses in the Commonwealth, including the trial of civil and criminal cases.



Code 1950, § 32-364.3:1; 1973, c. 252; 1979, c. 720, § 54-325.7; 1986, c. 237; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c.
1028; 1997, cc. 107, 453; 2002, c. 92; 2004, c. 92; 2010, c. 46; 2011, c. 613; 2012, c. 136; 2014, cc.
73, 583; 2016, c. 97; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 210; 2022, cc. 184, 198; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2973. Persons who may authorize postmortem examination of decedent's body.
Any of the following persons, in order of priority stated, may authorize and consent to a postmortem
examination and autopsy on a decedent's body for the purpose of determining the cause of death of
the decedent, for the advancement of medical or dental education and research, or for the general
advancement of medical or dental science, if: (i) no person in a higher class exists or no person in a
higher class is available at the time authorization or consent is given, (ii) there is no actual notice of
contrary indications by the decedent, and (iii) there is no actual notice of opposition by a member of
the same or a prior class.

The order of priority shall be as follows: (1) any person designated to make arrangements for the dis-
position of the decedent's remains upon his death pursuant to § 54.1-2825; (2) the spouse; (3) an adult
son or daughter; (4) either parent; (5) an adult brother or sister; (6) a guardian of the person of the
decedent at the time of his death; or (7) any other person authorized or under legal obligation to dis-
pose of the body.

If the physician or surgeon has actual notice of contrary indications by the decedent or of opposition to
an autopsy by a member of the same or a prior class, the autopsy shall not be performed. The persons
authorized herein may authorize or consent to the autopsy after death or before death.

In cases of death where official inquiry is authorized or required by law, the provisions of Article 1 (§
32.1-277 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 32.1 shall apply. If at the time of death, a postmortem exam-
ination is authorized or required by law, any prior authorization or consent pursuant to this section
shall not be valid unless the body is released by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.

A surgeon or physician acting in accordance with the terms of this section shall not have any liability,
civil or criminal, for the performance of the autopsy.

Code 1950, § 32-364.4:1; 1973, c. 357; 1979, c. 720, § 54-325.8; 1986, c. 237; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c.
718; 2014, c. 583.

§ 54.1-2973.1. Practice of laser hair removal.
The practice of laser hair removal shall be performed by a properly trained person licensed to practice
medicine or osteopathic medicine or a physician assistant as authorized pursuant to § 54.1-2952 or
an advanced practice registered nurse as authorized pursuant to § 54.1-2957 or by a properly trained
person under the direction and supervision of a licensed doctor of medicine or osteopathic medicine
or a physician assistant as authorized pursuant to § 54.1-2952 or an advanced practice registered
nurse as authorized pursuant to § 54.1-2957 who may delegate such practice in accordance with sub-
division A 6 of § 54.1-2901.

2017, c. 390; 2023, c. 183.
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Article 7 - SEXUAL STERILIZATION

§ 54.1-2974. Sterilization operations for persons 18 years or older capable of informed consent.
It shall be lawful for any physician licensed by the Board of Medicine to perform a vasectomy, sal-
pingectomy, or other surgical sexual sterilization procedure on any person 18 years of age or older
who has the capacity to give informed consent, when so requested in writing by such person. Prior to
or at the time of such request, a full, reasonable, and comprehensible medical explanation as to the
meaning and consequences of such an operation and as to alternative methods of contraception shall
be given by the physician to the person requesting the operation.

1981, c. 454, § 54-325.9; 1988, c. 765; 2013, c. 671.

§ 54.1-2975. Sterilization operations for certain children incapable of informed consent.
It shall be lawful for any physician licensed by the Board of Medicine to perform a vasectomy, sal-
pingectomy, or other surgical sexual sterilization procedure on a person fourteen years of age or older
and less than eighteen years of age when:

1. A petition has been filed in the circuit court of the county or city wherein the child resides by the par-
ent or parents having custody of the child or by the child's guardian, spouse, or next friend requesting
that the operation be performed;

2. The court has made the child a party defendant, served the child, the child's guardian, if any, the
child's spouse, if any, and the child's parent who has custody of the child with notice of the pro-
ceedings and appointed for the child an attorney-at-law to represent and protect the child's interests;

3. The court has determined that a full, reasonable, and comprehensible medical explanation as to the
meaning, consequences, and risks of the sterilization operation to be performed and as to alternative
methods of contraception has been given by the physician to the child upon whom the operation is to
be performed, to the child's guardian, if any, to the child's spouse, if any, and, if there is no spouse, to
the parent who has custody of the child;

4. The court has determined by clear and convincing evidence that the child's mental abilities are so
impaired that the child is incapable of making his or her own decision about sterilization and is
unlikely to develop mentally to a sufficient degree to make an informed judgment about sterilization in
the foreseeable future;

5. The court, to the greatest extent possible, has elicited and taken into account the views of the child
concerning the sterilization, giving the views of the child such weight in its decision as the court
deems appropriate;

6. The court has complied with the requirements of § 54.1-2977; and

7. The court has entered an order authorizing a qualified physician to perform the operation not earlier
than thirty days after the date of the entry of the order, and thirty days have elapsed. The court order
shall state the date on and after which the sterilization operation may be performed.

1981, c. 454, § 54-325.10; 1988, c. 765.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?131+ful+CHAP0671
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2977/


§ 54.1-2976. Sterilization operations for certain adults incapable of informed consent.
It shall be lawful for any physician licensed by the Board of Medicine to perform a vasectomy, sal-
pingectomy, or other surgical sexual sterilization procedure on a person eighteen years of age or
older, who does not have the capacity to give informed consent to such an operation, when:

1. A petition has been filed in the circuit court of the county or city wherein the person resides by the
person's parent or parents, guardian, spouse, or next friend requesting that the operation be per-
formed;

2. The court has made the person a party defendant, served the person, the person's guardian, if any,
the person's spouse, if any, and if there is no spouse, the person's parent with notice of the pro-
ceedings and appointed for the person an attorney-at-law to represent and protect the person's
interests;

3. The court has determined that a full, reasonable, and comprehensible medical explanation as to the
meaning, consequences, and risks of the sterilization operation to be performed and as to alternative
methods of contraception has been given by the physician to the person upon whom the operation is
to be performed, to the person's guardian, if any, to the person's spouse, if any, and, if there is no
spouse, to the parent;

4. The court has determined (i) that the person has been legally adjudged to be incapacitated in
accordance with Chapter 20 (§ 64.2-2000 et seq.) of Title 64.2 and (ii) that the person is unlikely to
develop mentally to a sufficient degree to make an informed judgment about sterilization in the fore-
seeable future;

5. The court, to the greatest extent possible, has elicited and taken into account the views of the per-
son concerning the sterilization, giving the views of the person such weight in its decision as the court
deems appropriate;

6. The court has complied with the requirements of § 54.1-2977; and

7. The court has entered an order authorizing a qualified physician to perform the operation not earlier
than thirty days after the date of the entry of the order, and thirty days have elapsed. The court order
shall state the date on and after which the sterilization operation may be performed.

1981, c. 454, § 54-325.11; 1988, c. 765; 1997, c. 921.

§ 54.1-2977. Standards for court-authorized sterilization of certain persons.
A. In order for the circuit court to authorize the sterilization of a person in accordance with § 54.1-2975
or § 54.1-2976, it must be proven by clear and convincing evidence that:

1. There is a need for contraception. The court shall find that the person is engaging in sexual activity
at the present time or is likely to engage in sexual activity in the near future and that pregnancy would
not usually be intended by such person if such person were competent and engaging in sexual activ-
ity under similar circumstances;

2. There is no reasonable alternative method of contraception to sterilization;
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3. The proposed method of sterilization conforms with standard medical practice, and the treatment
can be carried out without unreasonable risk to the life and health of the person; and

4. The nature and extent of the person's mental disability renders the person permanently incapable of
caring for and raising a child. The court shall base this finding on empirical evidence and not solely on
standardized tests.

B. The criteria set out in subsection A of this section shall be established for the court by independent
evidence based on a medical, social, and psychological evaluation of the person upon whom the ster-
ilization operation is to be performed.

1981, c. 454, § 54-325.12; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2978. Reports of certain sterilizations.
The court shall report to the State Registrar of Vital Records the authorization of all sterilizations made
in accordance with this article.

1981, c. 454, § 54-325.13; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2979. No liability for nonnegligent performance of operation.
Subject to the rules of law applicable generally to negligence, no physician licensed by the Board of
Medicine shall be either civilly or criminally liable by reason of having performed a vasectomy, sal-
pingectomy, or other surgical sexual sterilization procedure upon any person in this Commonwealth
as authorized by this article.

1981, c. 454, § 54-325.14; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-2980. Article inapplicable to certain medical or surgical treatment.
No provision in this article shall apply to or be construed so as to prevent, control, or regulate the med-
ical or surgical treatment for sound therapeutic reasons of any person in this Commonwealth by a
physician licensed by the Board of Medicine, which treatment may require sexual sterilization or may
involve the nullification or destruction of the reproductive functions. For the purposes of this section
the sterilization of a person whose health would be endangered by a pregnancy shall be deemed a
medical or surgical treatment for sound therapeutic reasons.

1981, c. 454, § 54-325.15; 1988, c. 765.

Article 8 - HEALTH CARE DECISIONS ACT

§ 54.1-2981. Short title.
The provisions of this article shall be known and may be cited as the "Health Care Decisions Act."

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:1; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 748, 772.

§ 54.1-2982. Definitions.
As used in this article:



"Advance directive" means (i) a witnessed written document, voluntarily executed by the declarant in
accordance with the requirements of § 54.1-2983 or (ii) a witnessed oral statement, made by the
declarant subsequent to the time he is diagnosed as suffering from a terminal condition and in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 54.1-2983.

"Agent" means an adult appointed by the declarant under an advance directive, executed or made in
accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2983, to make health care decisions for him. The declarant
may also appoint an adult to make, after the declarant's death, an anatomical gift of all or any part of
his body pursuant to Article 2 (§ 32.1-291.1 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 32.1.

"Attending physician" means the primary physician who has responsibility for the health care of the
patient.

"Capacity reviewer" means a licensed physician or clinical psychologist who is qualified by training or
experience to assess whether a person is capable or incapable of making an informed decision.

"Declarant" means an adult who makes an advance directive, as defined in this article, while capable
of making and communicating an informed decision.

"Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order" means a written physician's order issued pursuant to § 54.1-
2987.1 to withhold cardiopulmonary resuscitation from a particular patient in the event of cardiac or
respiratory arrest. For purposes of this article, cardiopulmonary resuscitation shall include cardiac com-
pression, endotracheal intubation and other advanced airway management, artificial ventilation, and
defibrillation and related procedures. As the terms "advance directive" and "Durable Do Not Resus-
citate Order" are used in this article, a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order is not and shall not be con-
strued as an advance directive.

"Health care" means the furnishing of services to any individual for the purpose of preventing, alle-
viating, curing, or healing human illness, injury or physical disability, including but not limited to, med-
ications; surgery; blood transfusions; chemotherapy; radiation therapy; admission to a hospital,
nursing home, assisted living facility, or other health care facility; psychiatric or other mental health
treatment; and life-prolonging procedures and palliative care.

"Health care provider" shall have the same meaning as provided in § 8.01-581.1.

"Incapable of making an informed decision" means the inability of an adult patient, because of mental
illness, intellectual disability, or any other mental or physical disorder that precludes communication or
impairs judgment, to make an informed decision about providing, continuing, withholding or with-
drawing a specific health care treatment or course of treatment because he is unable to understand
the nature, extent or probable consequences of the proposed health care decision, or to make a
rational evaluation of the risks and benefits of alternatives to that decision. For purposes of this article,
persons who are deaf, dysphasic or have other communication disorders, who are otherwise mentally
competent and able to communicate by means other than speech, shall not be considered incapable
of making an informed decision.

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-291.1/


"Life-prolonging procedure" means any medical procedure, treatment or intervention which (i) utilizes
mechanical or other artificial means to sustain, restore or supplant a spontaneous vital function, or is
otherwise of such a nature as to afford a patient no reasonable expectation of recovery from a terminal
condition and (ii) when applied to a patient in a terminal condition, would serve only to prolong the
dying process. The term includes artificially administered hydration and nutrition. However, nothing in
this act shall prohibit the administration of medication or the performance of any medical procedure
deemed necessary to provide comfort care or to alleviate pain, including the administration of pain
relieving medications in excess of recommended dosages in accordance with §§ 54.1-2971.01 and
54.1-3408.1. For purposes of §§ 54.1-2988, 54.1-2989, and 54.1-2991, the term also shall include car-
diopulmonary resuscitation.

"Patient care consulting committee" means a committee duly organized by a facility licensed to
provide health care under Title 32.1 or Title 37.2, or a hospital or nursing home as defined in § 32.1-
123 owned or operated by an agency of the Commonwealth that is exempt from licensure pursuant to
§ 32.1-124, to consult on health care issues only as authorized in this article. Each patient care con-
sulting committee shall consist of five individuals, including at least one physician, one person
licensed or holding a multistate licensure privilege under Chapter 30 (§ 54.1-3000 et seq.) to practice
professional nursing, and one individual responsible for the provision of social services to patients of
the facility. At least one committee member shall have experience in clinical ethics and at least two
committee members shall have no employment or contractual relationship with the facility or any
involvement in the management, operations, or governance of the facility, other than serving on the
patient care consulting committee. A patient care consulting committee may be organized as a sub-
committee of a standing ethics or other committee established by the facility or may be a separate and
distinct committee. Four members of the patient care consulting committee shall constitute a quorum
of the patient care consulting committee.

"Persistent vegetative state" means a condition caused by injury, disease or illness in which a patient
has suffered a loss of consciousness, with no behavioral evidence of self-awareness or awareness of
surroundings in a learned manner, other than reflex activity of muscles and nerves for low level con-
ditioned response, and from which, to a reasonable degree of medical probability, there can be no
recovery.

"Physician" means a person licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth of Virginia or in the
jurisdiction where the health care is to be rendered or withheld.

"Qualified advance directive facilitator" means a person who has successfully completed a training
program approved by the Department of Health for providing assistance in completing and executing
a written advance directive, including successful demonstration of competence in assisting a person
in completing and executing a valid advance directive and successful passage of a written exam-
ination.



"Terminal condition" means a condition caused by injury, disease or illness from which, to a reas-
onable degree of medical probability a patient cannot recover and (i) the patient's death is imminent or
(ii) the patient is in a persistent vegetative state.

"Witness" means any person over the age of 18, including a spouse or blood relative of the declarant.
Employees of health care facilities and physician's offices, who act in good faith, shall be permitted to
serve as witnesses for purposes of this article.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:2; 1984, c. 79; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 583; 1992, cc. 412, 748, 772; 1994, c.
956; 1997, c. 609; 1998, cc. 630, 803, 854; 1999, c. 814; 2000, c. 1034; 2005, c. 186; 2007, cc. 92,
907; 2009, cc. 211, 268; 2010, c. 792; 2012, cc. 476, 507; 2017, cc. 747, 752; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 465.

§ 54.1-2983. Procedure for making advance directive; notice to physician.
Any adult capable of making an informed decision may, at any time, make a written advance directive
to address any or all forms of health care in the event the declarant is later determined to be incapable
of making an informed decision. A written advance directive shall be signed by the declarant in the
presence of two subscribing witnesses and may (i) specify the health care the declarant does or does
not authorize; (ii) appoint an agent to make health care decisions for the declarant; and (iii) specify an
anatomical gift, after the declarant's death, of all of the declarant's body or an organ, tissue or eye
donation pursuant to Article 2 (§ 32.1-291.1 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 32.1. A written advance dir-
ective may be submitted to the Advance Health Care Directive Registry, pursuant to Article 9 (§ 54.1-
2994 et seq.).

Further, any adult capable of making an informed decision who has been diagnosed by his attending
physician as being in a terminal condition may make an oral advance directive (i) directing the specific
health care the declarant does or does not authorize in the event the declarant is incapable of making
an informed decision, and (ii) appointing an agent to make health care decisions for the declarant
under the circumstances stated in the advance directive if the declarant should be determined to be
incapable of making an informed decision. An oral advance directive shall be made in the presence of
the attending physician and two witnesses.

An advance directive may authorize an agent to take any lawful actions necessary to carry out the
declarant's decisions, including, but not limited to, granting releases of liability to medical providers,
releasing medical records, and making decisions regarding who may visit the patient.

It shall be the responsibility of the declarant to provide for notification to his attending physician that an
advance directive has been made. If an advance directive has been submitted to the Advance Health
Care Directive Registry pursuant to Article 9 (§ 54.1-2994 et seq.), it shall be the responsibility of the
declarant to provide his attending physician, legal representative, or other person with the information
necessary to access the advance directive. In the event the declarant is comatose, incapacitated or
otherwise mentally or physically incapable of communication, any other person may notify the phys-
ician of the existence of an advance directive and, if applicable, the fact that it has been submitted to
the Advance Health Care Directive Registry. An attending physician who is so notified shall promptly
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make the advance directive or a copy of the advance directive, if written, or the fact of the advance dir-
ective, if oral, a part of the declarant's medical records.

In the event that any portion of an advance directive is invalid or illegal, such invalidity or illegality
shall not affect the remaining provisions of the advance directive.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:3; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 748, 772; 1997, c. 801; 2008, cc. 301, 696; 2009,
cc. 211, 268; 2010, c. 16; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 465.

§ 54.1-2983.1. Participation in health care research.
An advance directive may authorize an agent to approve participation by the declarant in any health
care study approved by an institutional review board pursuant to applicable federal regulations, or by
a research review committee pursuant to Chapter 5.1 (§ 32.1-162.16 et seq.) of Title 32.1 that offers
the prospect of direct therapeutic benefit to the declarant. An advance directive may also authorize an
agent to approve participation by the declarant in any health care study approved by an institutional
review board pursuant to applicable federal regulations, or by a research review committee pursuant
to Chapter 5.1 (§ 32.1-162.16 et seq.) of Title 32.1 that aims to increase scientific understanding of any
condition that the declarant may have or otherwise to promote human well-being, even though it offers
no prospect of direct benefit to the patient.

2009, cc. 211, 268.

§ 54.1-2983.2. Capacity; required determinations.
A. Every adult shall be presumed to be capable of making an informed decision unless he is determ-
ined to be incapable of making an informed decision in accordance with this article. A determination
that a patient is incapable of making an informed decision may apply to a particular health care
decision, to a specified set of health care decisions, or to all health care decisions. No person shall be
deemed incapable of making an informed decision based solely on a particular clinical diagnosis.

B. Except as provided in subsection C, prior to providing, continuing, withholding, or withdrawing
health care pursuant to an authorization that has been obtained or will be sought pursuant to this art-
icle and prior to, or as soon as reasonably practicable after initiating health care for which author-
ization has been obtained or will be sought pursuant to this article, and no less frequently than every
180 days while the need for health care continues, the attending physician shall certify in writing upon
personal examination of the patient that the patient is incapable of making an informed decision
regarding health care and shall obtain written certification from a capacity reviewer that, based upon a
personal examination of the patient, the patient is incapable of making an informed decision.
However, certification by a capacity reviewer shall not be required if the patient is unconscious or
experiencing a profound impairment of consciousness due to trauma, stroke, or other acute physiolo-
gical condition. The capacity reviewer providing written certification that a patient is incapable of mak-
ing an informed decision, if required, shall not be otherwise currently involved in the treatment of the
person assessed, unless an independent capacity reviewer is not reasonably available. The cost of
the assessment shall be considered for all purposes a cost of the patient's health care.
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C. If a person has executed an advance directive granting an agent the authority to consent to the per-
son's admission to a facility as defined in § 37.2-100 for mental health treatment and if the advance dir-
ective so authorizes, the person's agent may exercise such authority after a determination that the
person is incapable of making an informed decision regarding such admission has been made by (i)
the attending physician, (ii) a psychiatrist or licensed clinical psychologist, (iii) a licensed advanced
practice registered nurse, (iv) a licensed physician assistant, (v) a licensed clinical social worker, or
(vi) a designee of the local community services board as defined in § 37.2-809. Such determination
shall be made in writing following an in-person examination of the person and certified by the phys-
ician, psychiatrist, licensed clinical psychologist, licensed advanced practice registered nurse,
licensed physician assistant, licensed clinical social worker, or designee of the local community ser-
vices board who performed the examination prior to admission or as soon as reasonably practicable
thereafter. Admission of a person to a facility as defined in § 37.2-100 for mental health treatment upon
the authorization of the person's agent shall be subject to the requirements of § 37.2-805.1. When a
person has been admitted to a facility for mental health treatment upon the authorization of an agent
following such a determination, such agent may authorize specific health care for the person, con-
sistent with the provisions of the person's advance directive, only upon a determination that the person
is incapable of making an informed decision regarding such health care in accordance with sub-
section B.

D. If, at any time, a patient is determined to be incapable of making an informed decision, the patient
shall be notified, as soon as practical and to the extent he is capable of receiving such notice, that
such determination has been made before providing, continuing, withholding, or withdrawing health
care as authorized by this article. Such notice shall also be provided, as soon as practical, to the
patient's agent or person authorized by § 54.1-2986 to make health care decisions on his behalf.

E. A single physician may, at any time, upon personal evaluation, determine that a patient who has
previously been determined to be incapable of making an informed decision is now capable of making
an informed decision, provided such determination is set forth in writing.

2009, cc. 211, 268; 2010, c. 792; 2017, cc. 456, 474; 2020, cc. 40, 231; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2983.3. Exclusions and limitations of advance directives.
A. The absence of an advance directive by an adult patient shall not give rise to any presumption as to
his intent to consent to or refuse any particular health care.

B. The provisions of this article shall not apply to authorization of nontherapeutic sterilization, abortion,
or psychosurgery.

C. If any provision of a patient's advance directive conflicts with the authority conferred by any emer-
gency custody, temporary detention, involuntary admission, and mandatory outpatient treatment order
set forth in Chapter 8 (§ 37.2-800 et seq.) of Title 37.2 or by any other provision of law, the provisions
of the patient's advance directive that create the conflict shall have no effect. However, a patient's
advance directive shall otherwise be given full effect.
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D. The provisions of this article, if otherwise applicable, may be used to authorize admission of a
patient to a facility, as defined in § 37.2-100, only if the admission is otherwise authorized under
Chapter 8 (§ 37.2-800 et seq.) of Title 37.2.

2009, cc. 211, 268; 2010, c. 792.

§ 54.1-2984. Suggested form of written advance directives.
An advance directive executed pursuant to this article may, but need not, be in the following form:

ADVANCE MEDICAL DIRECTIVE

I, __________, willingly and voluntarily make known my wishes in the event that I am incapable of
making an informed decision, as follows:

I understand that my advance directive may include the selection of an agent as well as set forth my
choices regarding health care. The term "health care" means the furnishing of services to any indi-
vidual for the purpose of preventing, alleviating, curing, or healing human illness, injury or physical dis-
ability, including but not limited to, medications; surgery; blood transfusions; chemotherapy; radiation
therapy; admission to a hospital, nursing home, assisted living facility, or other health care facility; psy-
chiatric or other mental health treatment; and life-prolonging procedures and palliative care.

The phrase "incapable of making an informed decision" means unable to understand the nature,
extent and probable consequences of a proposed health care decision or unable to make a rational
evaluation of the risks and benefits of a proposed health care decision as compared with the risks and
benefits of alternatives to that decision, or unable to communicate such understanding in any way.

The determination that I am incapable of making an informed decision shall be made by my attending
physician and a capacity reviewer, if certification by a capacity reviewer is required by law, after a per-
sonal examination of me and shall be certified in writing. Such certification shall be required before
health care is provided, continued, withheld or withdrawn, before any named agent shall be granted
authority to make health care decisions on my behalf, and before, or as soon as reasonably prac-
ticable after, health care is provided, continued, withheld or withdrawn and every 180 days thereafter
while the need for health care continues.

If, at any time, I am determined to be incapable of making an informed decision, I shall be notified, to
the extent I am capable of receiving such notice, that such determination has been made before health
care is provided, continued, withheld, or withdrawn. Such notice shall also be provided, as soon as
practical, to my named agent or person authorized by § 54.1-2986 to make health care decisions on
my behalf. If I am later determined to be capable of making an informed decision by a physician, in writ-
ing, upon personal examination, any further health care decisions will require my informed consent.

(SELECT ANY OR ALL OF THE OPTIONS BELOW.)

OPTION I: APPOINTMENT OF AGENT (CROSS THROUGH OPTIONS I AND II BELOW IF YOU DO
NOT WANT TO APPOINT AN AGENT TOMAKE HEALTH CARE DECISIONS FOR YOU.)
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I hereby appoint __________ (primary agent), of __________ (address and telephone number), as my
agent to make health care decisions on my behalf as authorized in this document. If __________
(primary agent) is not reasonably available or is unable or unwilling to act as my agent, then I appoint
__________ (successor agent), of __________ (address and telephone number), to serve in that
capacity.

I hereby grant to my agent, named above, full power and authority to make health care decisions on
my behalf as described below whenever I have been determined to be incapable of making an
informed decision. My agent's authority hereunder is effective as long as I am incapable of making an
informed decision.

In exercising the power to make health care decisions on my behalf, my agent shall follow my desires
and preferences as stated in this document or as otherwise known to my agent. My agent shall be
guided by my medical diagnosis and prognosis and any information provided by my physicians as to
the intrusiveness, pain, risks, and side effects associated with treatment or nontreatment. My agent
shall not make any decision regarding my health care which he knows, or upon reasonable inquiry
ought to know, is contrary to my religious beliefs or my basic values, whether expressed orally or in
writing. If my agent cannot determine what health care choice I would have made on my own behalf,
then my agent shall make a choice for me based upon what he believes to be in my best interests.

OPTION II: POWERS OF MY AGENT (CROSS THROUGH ANY LANGUAGE YOU DO NOT WANT
AND ADD ANY LANGUAGE YOU DOWANT.)

The powers of my agent shall include the following:

A. To consent to or refuse or withdraw consent to any type of health care, treatment, surgical pro-
cedure, diagnostic procedure, medication and the use of mechanical or other procedures that affect
any bodily function, including, but not limited to, artificial respiration, artificially administered nutrition
and hydration, and cardiopulmonary resuscitation. This authorization specifically includes the power
to consent to the administration of dosages of pain-relieving medication in excess of recommended
dosages in an amount sufficient to relieve pain, even if such medication carries the risk of addiction or
of inadvertently hastening my death;

B. To request, receive, and review any information, verbal or written, regarding my physical or mental
health, including but not limited to, medical and hospital records, and to consent to the disclosure of
this information;

C. To employ and discharge my health care providers;

D. To authorize my admission to or discharge (including transfer to another facility) from any hospital,
hospice, nursing home, assisted living facility or other medical care facility. If I have authorized admis-
sion to a health care facility for treatment of mental illness, that authority is stated elsewhere in this
advance directive;



E. To authorize my admission to a health care facility for the treatment of mental illness for no more
than 10 calendar days provided I do not protest the admission and a physician on the staff of or des-
ignated by the proposed admitting facility examines me and states in writing that I have a mental ill-
ness and I am incapable of making an informed decision about my admission, and that I need
treatment in the facility; and to authorize my discharge (including transfer to another facility) from the
facility;

F. To authorize my admission to a health care facility for the treatment of mental illness for no more
than 10 calendar days, even over my protest, if a physician on the staff of or designated by the pro-
posed admitting facility examines me and states in writing that I have a mental illness and I am incap-
able of making an informed decision about my admission, and that I need treatment in the facility; and
to authorize my discharge (including transfer to another facility) from the facility. [My physician or
licensed clinical psychologist hereby attests that I am capable of making an informed decision and
that I understand the consequences of this provision of my advance directive: ___________________
_];

G. To authorize the specific types of health care identified in this advance directive [specify cross-ref-
erence to other sections of directive] even over my protest. [My physician or licensed clinical psy-
chologist hereby attests that I am capable of making an informed decision and that I understand the
consequences of this provision of my advance directive: ____________________];

H. To continue to serve as my agent even in the event that I protest the agent's authority after I have
been determined to be incapable of making an informed decision;

I. To authorize my participation in any health care study approved by an institutional review board or
research review committee according to applicable federal or state law that offers the prospect of dir-
ect therapeutic benefit to me;

J. To authorize my participation in any health care study approved by an institutional review board or
research review committee pursuant to applicable federal or state law that aims to increase scientific
understanding of any condition that I may have or otherwise to promote human well-being, even
though it offers no prospect of direct benefit to me;

K. To make decisions regarding visitation during any time that I am admitted to any health care facility,
consistent with the following directions: __________; and

L. To take any lawful actions that may be necessary to carry out these decisions, including the grant-
ing of releases of liability to medical providers. Further, my agent shall not be liable for the costs of
health care pursuant to his authorization, based solely on that authorization.

OPTION III: HEALTH CARE INSTRUCTIONS

(CROSS THROUGH PARAGRAPHS A AND/OR B IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO GIVE ADDITIONAL
SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT YOUR HEALTH CARE.)



A. I specifically direct that I receive the following health care if it is medically appropriate under the cir-
cumstances as determined by my attending physician: __________.

B. I specifically direct that the following health care not be provided to me under the following cir-
cumstances (you may specify that certain health care not be provided under any circumstances): ____
______.

OPTION IV: END OF LIFE INSTRUCTIONS

(CROSS THROUGH THIS OPTION IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO GIVE INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT
YOUR HEALTH CARE IF YOU HAVE A TERMINAL CONDITION.)

If at any time my attending physician should determine that I have a terminal condition where the
application of life-prolonging procedures — including artificial respiration, cardiopulmonary resus-
citation, artificially administered nutrition, and artificially administered hydration — would serve only to
artificially prolong the dying process, I direct that such procedures be withheld or withdrawn, and that I
be permitted to die naturally with only the administration of medication or the performance of any med-
ical procedure deemed necessary to provide me with comfort care or to alleviate pain.

OPTION: LIFE-PROLONGING PROCEDURES DURING PREGNANCY. (If you wish to provide addi-
tional instructions or modifications to instructions you have already given regarding life-prolonging pro-
cedures that will apply if you are pregnant at the time your attending physician determines that you
have a terminal condition, you may do so here.)

If I am pregnant when my attending physician determines that I have a terminal condition, my decision
concerning life-prolonging procedures shall be modified as follows:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________:

OPTION: OTHER DIRECTIONS ABOUT LIFE-PROLONGING PROCEDURES. (If you wish to
provide your own directions, or if you wish to add to the directions you have given above, you may do
so here. If you wish to give specific instructions regarding certain life-prolonging procedures, such as
artificial respiration, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, artificially administered nutrition, and artificially
administered hydration, this is where you should write them.) I direct that:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________;

OPTION: My other instructions regarding my care if I have a terminal condition are as follows:



____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________;

In the absence of my ability to give directions regarding the use of such life-prolonging procedures, it
is my intention that this advance directive shall be honored by my family and physician as the final
expression of my legal right to refuse health care and acceptance of the consequences of such
refusal.

OPTION V: APPOINTMENT OF AN AGENT TOMAKE AN ANATOMICAL GIFT OR ORGAN,
TISSUE OR EYE DONATION (CROSS THROUGH IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO APPOINT AN
AGENT TOMAKE AN ANATOMICAL GIFT OR ANY ORGAN, TISSUE OR EYE DONATION FOR
YOU.)

Upon my death, I direct that an anatomical gift of all of my body or certain organ, tissue or eye dona-
tions may be made pursuant to Article 2 (§ 32.1-291.1 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 32.1 and in accord-
ance with my directions, if any. I hereby appoint __________ as my agent, of __________ (address
and telephone number), to make any such anatomical gift or organ, tissue or eye donation following
my death. I further direct that: __________ (declarant's directions concerning anatomical gift or organ,
tissue or eye donation).

This advance directive shall not terminate in the event of my disability.

AFFIRMATION AND RIGHT TO REVOKE: By signing below, I indicate that I am emotionally and men-
tally capable of making this advance directive and that I understand the purpose and effect of this doc-
ument. I understand I may revoke all or any part of this document at any time (i) with a signed, dated
writing; (ii) by physical cancellation or destruction of this advance directive by myself or by directing
someone else to destroy it in my presence; or (iii) by my oral expression of intent to revoke.

________ ____________________

(Date) (Signature of Declarant)

The declarant signed the foregoing advance directive in my presence.

(Witness) _________________________

(Witness) _________________________

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:4; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 592; 1991, c. 583; 1992, cc. 748, 772; 1997, c. 609;
1999, c. 814; 2000, c. 810; 2005, c. 186; 2007, cc. 92, 907; 2009, cc. 211, 268; 2010, c. 792; 2015, c.
109.

§ 54.1-2985. Revocation of an advance directive.
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A. An advance directive may be revoked at any time by the declarant who is capable of understanding
the nature and consequences of his actions (i) by a signed, dated writing; (ii) by physical cancellation
or destruction of the advance directive by the declarant or another in his presence and at his direction;
or (iii) by oral expression of intent to revoke. A declarant may make a partial revocation of his advance
directive, in which case any remaining and nonconflicting provisions of the advance directive shall
remain in effect. In the event of the revocation of the designation of an agent, subsequent decisions
about health care shall be made consistent with the provisions of this article. Any such revocation
shall be effective when communicated to the attending physician. No civil or criminal liability shall be
imposed upon any person for a failure to act upon a revocation unless that person has actual know-
ledge of such revocation.

B. If an advance directive has been submitted to the Advance Health Care Directive Registry pursuant
to Article 9 (§ 54.1-2994 et seq.) of this chapter, any revocation of such directive shall also be not-
arized before being submitted to the Department of Health for removal from the registry. However, fail-
ure to notify the Department of Health of the revocation of a document filed with the registry shall not
affect the validity of the revocation, as long as it meets the requirements of subsection A.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:5; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 748, 772; 2008, cc. 301, 696; 2009, cc. 211, 268.

§ 54.1-2985.1. Injunction; court-ordered health care.
A. On petition of any person to the circuit court of the county or city in which any patient resides or is
located for whom health care will be or is currently being provided, continued, withheld, or withdrawn
pursuant to this article, the court may enjoin such action upon finding by a preponderance of the evid-
ence that the action is not lawfully authorized by this article or by other state or federal law.

B. Nothing in this article shall limit the ability of any person to petition and obtain a court order for
health care, including mental health treatment authorized by Chapter 8 (§ 37.2-800 et seq.) of Title
37.2, of any patient pursuant to any other existing law in the Commonwealth.

2009, cc. 211, 268.

§ 54.1-2986. Procedure in absence of an advance directive; procedure for advance directive
without agent; no presumption; persons who may authorize health care for patients incapable of
informed decisions.
A. Whenever a patient is determined to be incapable of making an informed decision and (i) has not
made an advance directive in accordance with this article or (ii) has made an advance directive in
accordance with this article that does not indicate his wishes with respect to the health care at issue
and does not appoint an agent, the attending physician may, upon compliance with the provisions of
this section, provide, continue, withhold or withdraw health care upon the authorization of any of the
following persons, in the specified order of priority, if the physician is not aware of any available, will-
ing and capable person in a higher class:

1. A guardian for the patient. This subdivision shall not be construed to require such appointment in
order that a health care decision can be made under this section; or
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2. The patient's spouse except where a divorce action has been filed and the divorce is not final; or

3. An adult child of the patient; or

4. A parent of the patient; or

5. An adult brother or sister of the patient; or

6. Any other relative of the patient in the descending order of blood relationship; or

7. Except in cases in which the proposed treatment recommendation involves the withholding or with-
drawing of a life-prolonging procedure, any adult, except any director, employee, or agent of a health
care provider currently involved in the care of the patient, who (i) has exhibited special care and con-
cern for the patient and (ii) is familiar with the patient's religious beliefs and basic values and any pref-
erences previously expressed by the patient regarding health care, to the extent that they are known.
A quorum of a patient care consulting committee as defined in § 54.1-2982 of the facility where the
patient is receiving health care or, if such patient care consulting committee does not exist or if a
quorum of such patient care consulting committee is not reasonably available, two physicians who (a)
are not currently involved in the care of the patient, (b) are not employed by the facility where the
patient is receiving health care, and (c) do not practice medicine in the same professional business
entity as the attending physician shall determine whether a person meets these criteria and shall doc-
ument the information relied upon in making such determination.

If two or more of the persons listed in the same class in subdivisions A 3 through A 7 with equal
decision-making priority inform the attending physician that they disagree as to a particular health care
decision, the attending physician may rely on the authorization of a majority of the reasonably avail-
able members of that class.

B. Regardless of the absence of an advance directive, if the patient has expressed his intent to be an
organ donor in any written document, no person noted in this section shall revoke, or in any way
hinder, such organ donation.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:6; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 748, 772; 1999, c. 814; 2000, c. 810; 2005, c. 716;
2009, cc. 211, 268; 2010, c. 792.

§ 54.1-2986.1. Duties and authority of agent or person identified in § 54.1-2986.
A. If the declarant appoints an agent in an advance directive, that agent shall have (i) the authority to
make health care decisions for the declarant as specified in the advance directive if the declarant is
determined to be incapable of making an informed decision and (ii) decision-making priority over any
person identified in § 54.1-2986. In no case shall the agent refuse or fail to honor the declarant's
wishes in relation to anatomical gifts or organ, tissue or eye donation. Decisions to restrict visitation of
the patient may be made by an agent only if the declarant has expressly included provisions for vis-
itation in his advance directive; such visitation decisions shall be subject to physician orders and
policies of the institution to which the declarant is admitted. No person authorized to make decisions
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for a patient under § 54.1-2986 shall have authority to restrict visitation of the patient, unless such vis-
itation was restricted by a guardian pursuant to the procedures prescribed by § 64.2-2019.1.

B. Any agent or person authorized to make health care decisions pursuant to this article shall (i) under-
take a good faith effort to ascertain the risks and benefits of, and alternatives to any proposed health
care, (ii) make a good faith effort to ascertain the religious values, basic values, and previously
expressed preferences of the patient, and (iii) to the extent possible, base his decisions on the beliefs,
values, and preferences of the patient, or if they are unknown, on the patient's best interests.

2009, cc. 211, 268; 2023, c. 460.

§ 54.1-2986.2. Health care decisions in the event of patient protest.
A. Except as provided in subsection B or C, the provisions of this article shall not authorize providing,
continuing, withholding or withdrawing health care if the patient's attending physician knows that such
action is protested by the patient.

B. A patient's agent may make a health care decision over the protest of a patient who is incapable of
making an informed decision if:

1. The patient's advance directive explicitly authorizes the patient's agent to make the health care
decision at issue, even over the patient's later protest, and an attending licensed physician, a licensed
clinical psychologist, a licensed physician assistant, a licensed advanced practice registered nurse, a
licensed professional counselor, or a licensed clinical social worker who is familiar with the patient
attested in writing at the time the advance directive was made that the patient was capable of making
an informed decision and understood the consequences of the provision;

2. The decision does not involve withholding or withdrawing life-prolonging procedures; and

3. The health care that is to be provided, continued, withheld or withdrawn is determined and doc-
umented by the patient's attending physician to be medically appropriate and is otherwise permitted
by law.

C. In cases in which a patient has not explicitly authorized his agent to make the health care decision
at issue over the patient's later protest, a patient's agent or person authorized to make decisions pur-
suant to § 54.1-2986 may make a decision over the protest of a patient who is incapable of making an
informed decision if:

1. The decision does not involve withholding or withdrawing life-prolonging procedures;

2. The decision does not involve (i) admission to a facility as defined in § 37.2-100 or (ii) treatment or
care that is subject to regulations adopted pursuant to § 37.2-400;

3. The health care decision is based, to the extent known, on the patient's religious beliefs and basic
values and on any preferences previously expressed by the patient in an advance directive or oth-
erwise regarding such health care or, if they are unknown, is in the patient's best interests;
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4. The health care that is to be provided, continued, withheld, or withdrawn has been determined and
documented by the patient's attending physician to be medically appropriate and is otherwise per-
mitted by law; and

5. The health care that is to be provided, continued, withheld, or withdrawn has been affirmed and doc-
umented as being ethically acceptable by the health care facility's patient care consulting committee, if
one exists, or otherwise by two physicians not currently involved in the patient's care or in the determ-
ination of the patient's capacity to make health care decisions.

D. A patient's protest shall not revoke the patient's advance directive unless it meets the requirements
of § 54.1-2985.

E. If a patient protests the authority of a named agent or any person authorized to make health care
decisions by § 54.1-2986, except for the patient's guardian, the protested individual shall have no
authority under this article to make health care decisions on his behalf unless the patient's advance dir-
ective explicitly confers continuing authority on his agent, even over his later protest. If the protested
individual is denied authority under this subsection, authority to make health care decisions shall be
determined by any other provisions of the patient's advance directive, or in accordance with § 54.1-
2986 or in accordance with any other provision of law.

2009, cc. 211, 268; 2010, c. 792; 2017, cc. 456, 474; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-2987. Transfer of patient by physician who refuses to comply with advance directive or
health care decision.
An attending physician who refuses to comply with (i) a patient's advance directive or (ii) the health
care decision of a patient's agent or (iii) the health care decision of an authorized person pursuant to §
54.1-2986 shall make a reasonable effort to transfer the patient to another physician and shall comply
with § 54.1-2990.

This section shall apply even if the attending physician determines the health care requested to be
medically or ethically inappropriate.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:7; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 748, 772; 2000, cc. 590, 598; 2009, cc. 211, 268.

§ 54.1-2987.1. Durable Do Not Resuscitate Orders.
A. As used in this section:

"Health care provider" includes, but is not limited to, qualified emergency medical services personnel.

"Person authorized to consent on the patient's behalf" means any person authorized by law to consent
on behalf of the patient incapable of making an informed decision or, in the case of a minor child, the
parent or parents having custody of the child or the child's legal guardian or as otherwise provided by
law.

B. A Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order may be issued by a physician for his patient with whom he
has a bona fide physician/patient relationship as defined in the guidelines of the Board of Medicine,
and only with the consent of the patient or, if the patient is a minor or is otherwise incapable of making

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0211
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0268
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0792
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0456
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0474
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+ful+CHAP0183
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2986/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2990/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0590
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0598
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0211
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0268


an informed decision regarding consent for such an order, upon the request of and with the consent of
the person authorized to consent on the patient's behalf.

C. A Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order or other order regarding life-prolonging procedures executed
in accordance with the laws of another state in which such order was executed shall be deemed to be
valid for purposes of this article and shall be given effect as provided in this article.

D. If a patient is able to, and does, express to a health care provider or practitioner the desire to be
resuscitated in the event of cardiac or respiratory arrest, such expression shall revoke the provider's or
practitioner's authority to follow a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order. In no case shall any person
other than the patient have authority to revoke a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order executed upon the
request of and with the consent of the patient himself.

If the patient is a minor or is otherwise incapable of making an informed decision and the Durable Do
Not Resuscitate Order was issued upon the request of and with the consent of the person authorized
to consent on the patient's behalf, then the expression by said authorized person to a health care pro-
vider or practitioner of the desire that the patient be resuscitated shall so revoke the provider's or prac-
titioner's authority to follow a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order.

When a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order has been revoked as provided in this section, a new Order
may be issued upon consent of the patient or the person authorized to consent on the patient's behalf.

E. Durable Do Not Resuscitate Orders issued in accordance with this section or deemed valid in
accordance with subsection C shall remain valid and in effect until revoked as provided in subsection
D or until rescinded, in accordance with accepted medical practice, by the provider who issued the
Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order. In accordance with this section and regulations promulgated by
the Board of Health, (i) qualified emergency medical services personnel as defined in § 32.1-111.1; (ii)
licensed health care practitioners in any facility, program or organization operated or licensed by the
Board of Health, the Department of Social Services, or the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services or operated, licensed or owned by another state agency; and (iii) licensed
health care practitioners at any continuing care retirement community registered with the State Cor-
poration Commission pursuant to Chapter 49 (§ 38.2-4900 et seq.) of Title 38.2 are authorized to fol-
low Durable Do Not Resuscitate Orders that are available to them in a form approved by the Board of
Health or deemed valid in accordance with subsection C.

F. The provisions of this section shall not authorize any qualified emergency medical services per-
sonnel or licensed health care provider or practitioner who is attending the patient at the time of car-
diac or respiratory arrest to provide, continue, withhold or withdraw health care if such provider or
practitioner knows that taking such action is protested by the patient incapable of making an informed
decision. No person shall authorize providing, continuing, withholding or withdrawing health care pur-
suant to this section that such person knows, or upon reasonable inquiry ought to know, is contrary to
the religious beliefs or basic values of a patient incapable of making an informed decision or the
wishes of such patient fairly expressed when the patient was capable of making an informed decision.
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Further, this section shall not authorize the withholding of other medical interventions, such as intra-
venous fluids, oxygen or other therapies deemed necessary to provide comfort care or to alleviate
pain.

G. This section shall not prevent, prohibit or limit a physician from issuing a written order, other than a
Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order, not to resuscitate a patient in the event of cardiac or respiratory
arrest in accordance with accepted medical practice.

H. Valid Do Not Resuscitate Orders or Emergency Medical Services Do Not Resuscitate Orders
issued before July 1, 1999, pursuant to the then-current law, shall remain valid and shall be given
effect as provided in this article.

1992, c. 412; 1994, c. 956; 1998, cc. 564, 628, 630, 803, 854; 1999, c. 814; 2009, cc. 211, 268, 549,
813, 840; 2010, c. 792; 2017, c. 179.

§ 54.1-2988. Immunity from liability; burden of proof; presumption.
A health care facility, physician or other person acting under the direction of a physician shall not be
subject to criminal prosecution or civil liability or be deemed to have engaged in unprofessional con-
duct as a result of issuing a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order or the providing, continuing, with-
holding or the withdrawal of health care under authorization or consent obtained in accordance with
this article or as the result of the provision, withholding or withdrawal of ongoing health care in accord-
ance with § 54.1-2990. No person or facility providing, continuing, withholding or withdrawing health
care or physician issuing a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order under authorization or consent
obtained pursuant to this article or otherwise in accordance with § 54.1-2990 shall incur liability
arising out of a claim to the extent the claim is based on lack of authorization or consent for such
action.

Any agent or person identified in § 54.1-2986 who authorizes or consents to the providing, continuing,
withholding or withdrawal of health care in accordance with this article shall not be subject, solely on
the basis of that authorization or consent, to (i) criminal prosecution or civil liability for such action or
(ii) liability for the cost of health care.

No individual serving on a facility's patient care consulting committee as defined in this article and no
physician rendering a determination or affirmation in cases in which no patient care consulting com-
mittee exists shall be subject to criminal prosecution or civil liability for any act or omission done or
made in good faith in the performance of such functions.

The provisions of this section shall apply unless it is shown by a preponderance of the evidence that
the person authorizing or effectuating the providing, continuing, withholding or withdrawal of health
care, or issuing, consenting to, making or following a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order in accord-
ance with § 54.1-2987.1 did not, in good faith, comply with the provisions of this article.

An advance directive or Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order made, consented to or issued in accord-
ance with this article shall be presumed to have been made, consented to, or issued voluntarily and in
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good faith by an adult who is capable of making an informed decision, physician or person authorized
to consent on the patient's behalf.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:8; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 412, 748, 772; 1998, cc. 803, 854; 1999, c. 814;
2000, cc. 590, 598; 2009, cc. 211, 268; 2010, c. 792; 2017, cc. 747, 752.

§ 54.1-2988.1. Assistance with completing and executing advance directives.
A. The distribution of written advance directives in a form meeting the requirements of § 54.1-2984
and the provision of technical advice, consultation, and assistance to persons with regard to the com-
pletion and execution of such forms by (i) health care providers, including their authorized agents or
employees, or (ii) qualified advance directive facilitators shall not constitute the unauthorized practice
of law pursuant to Chapter 39 (§ 54.1-3900 et seq.).

B. The provision of ministerial assistance to a person with regard to the completion or execution of a
written advance directive in a form meeting the requirements of § 54.1-2984 shall not constitute the
unauthorized practice of law pursuant to Chapter 39 (§ 54.1-3900 et seq.). For the purpose of this sub-
section, "ministerial assistance" includes reading the form of an advance directive meeting the require-
ments of § 54.1-2984 to a person, discussing the person's preferences with regard to items included in
the form, recording the person's answers on the form, and helping the person sign the form and obtain
any other necessary signatures on the form. "Ministerial assistance" does not include the expressing
of an opinion regarding the legal effects of any item contained in the form of an advance directive meet-
ing the requirements of § 54.1-2984 or the offering of legal advice to a person completing or executing
such form.

2017, cc. 747, 752.

§ 54.1-2989. Willful destruction, concealment, etc., of declaration or revocation; penalties.
A. Any person who willfully (i) conceals, cancels, defaces, obliterates, or damages the advance dir-
ective or Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order of another without the declarant's or patient's consent or
the consent of the person authorized to consent for the patient; (ii) falsifies or forges the advance dir-
ective or Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order of another; or (iii) falsifies or forges a revocation of the
advance directive or Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order of another shall be guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor. If such action causes life-prolonging procedures to be utilized in contravention of the pre-
viously expressed intent of the patient or a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order, the person committing
such action shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony.

B. Any person who willfully (i) conceals, cancels, defaces, obliterates, or damages the advance dir-
ective or Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order of another without the declarant's or patient's consent or
the consent of the person authorized to consent for the patient, (ii) falsifies or forges the advance dir-
ective or Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order of another, (iii) falsifies or forges a revocation of the
advance directive or Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order of another, or (iv) conceals or withholds per-
sonal knowledge of the revocation of an advance directive or Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order, with
the intent to cause a withholding or withdrawal of life-prolonging procedures, contrary to the wishes of
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the declarant or a patient, and thereby, because of such act, directly causes life-prolonging pro-
cedures to be withheld or withdrawn and death to be hastened, shall be guilty of a Class 2 felony.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:9; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 412, 748, 772; 1998, cc. 803, 854; 1999, c. 814;
2009, cc. 211, 268.

§ 54.1-2989.1. Failure to deliver advance directive.
An agent in possession of an advance medical directive vesting any power or authority in him shall,
when the instrument is otherwise valid, be deemed to possess the powers and authority granted by
such instrument notwithstanding any failure by the declarant to deliver the instrument to him, and per-
sons dealing with such agent shall have no obligation to inquire into the manner or circumstances by
which such possession was acquired; provided, however, that nothing herein shall preclude the court
from considering such manner or circumstances as relevant factors in a proceeding brought to remove
the agent or revoke the directive.

2003, c. 269.

§ 54.1-2990. Medically unnecessary health care not required; procedure when physician refuses to
comply with an advance directive or a designated person's health care decision; mercy killing or
euthanasia prohibited.
A. As used in this section:

"Health care provider" has the same meaning as in § 8.01-581.1.

"Life-sustaining treatment" means any ongoing health care that utilizes mechanical or other artificial
means to sustain, restore, or supplant a spontaneous vital function, including hydration, nutrition, main-
tenance medication, and cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

B. Nothing in this article shall be construed to require a physician to prescribe or render health care to
a patient that the physician determines to be medically or ethically inappropriate. A determination of
the medical or ethical inappropriateness of proposed health care shall be based solely on the patient's
medical condition and not on the patient's age or other demographic status, disability, or diagnosis of
persistent vegetative state.

In cases in which a physician's determination that proposed health care, including life-sustaining treat-
ment, is medically or ethically inappropriate is contrary to the request of the patient, the terms of a
patient's advance directive, the decision of an agent or person authorized to make decisions pursuant
to § 54.1-2986, or a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order, the physician or his designee shall document
the physician's determination in the patient's medical record, make a reasonable effort to inform the
patient or the patient's agent or person with decision-making authority pursuant to § 54.1-2986 of such
determination and the reasons therefor in writing, and provide a copy of the hospital's written policies
regarding review of decisions regarding the medical or ethical appropriateness of proposed health
care established pursuant to subdivision B 21 of § 32.1-127.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0803
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0854
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0814
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0211
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0268
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0269


If the conflict remains unresolved, the physician shall make a reasonable effort to transfer the patient
to another physician or facility that is willing to comply with the request of the patient, the terms of the
advance directive, the decision of an agent or person authorized to make decisions pursuant to §
54.1-2986, or a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order and shall cooperate in transferring the patient to
the physician or facility identified. The physician shall provide the patient or his agent or person with
decision-making authority pursuant to § 54.1-2986 a reasonable time of not less than 14 days after the
date on which the decision regarding the medical or ethical inappropriateness of the proposed treat-
ment is documented in the patient's medical record in accordance with the hospital's written policy
developed pursuant to subdivision B 21 of § 32.1-127 to effect such transfer. During this period, (i) the
physician shall continue to provide any life-sustaining treatment to the patient that is reasonably avail-
able to such physician, as requested by the patient or his agent or person with decision-making author-
ity pursuant to § 54.1-2986, and (ii) the hospital in which the patient is receiving life-sustaining
treatment shall facilitate prompt access to the patient's medical record pursuant to § 32.1-127.1:03.

If, at the end of the 14-day period, the conflict remains unresolved despite compliance with the hos-
pital's written policy established pursuant to subdivision B 21 of § 32.1-127 and the physician has
been unable to identify another physician or facility willing to provide the care requested by the
patient, the terms of the advance directive, or the decision of the agent or person authorized to make
decisions pursuant to § 54.1-2986 to which to transfer the patient despite reasonable efforts, the phys-
ician may cease to provide the treatment that the physician has determined to be medically or ethically
inappropriate subject to the right of court review by any party. However, artificial nutrition and hydra-
tion may be withdrawn or withheld only if, on the basis of physician's reasonable medical judgment,
providing such artificial nutrition and hydration would (a) hasten the patient's death, (b) be medically
ineffective in prolonging life, or (c) be contrary to the clearly documented wishes of the patient, the
terms of the patient's advance directive, or the decision of an agent or person authorized to make
decisions pursuant to § 54.1-2986 regarding the withholding of artificial nutrition or hydration. In all
cases, care directed toward the patient's pain and comfort shall be provided.

C. Nothing in this section shall require the provision of health care that the physician is physically or
legally unable to provide or health care that the physician is physically or legally unable to provide
without thereby denying the same health care to another patient.

D. Nothing in this article shall be construed to condone, authorize, or approve mercy killing or
euthanasia or to permit any affirmative or deliberate act or omission to end life other than to permit the
natural process of dying.

E. Compliance with the requirements of this section shall not be admissible to prove a violation of or
compliance with the standard of care as set forth in § 8.01-581.20.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:10; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 748, 772; 1999, c. 814; 2000, cc. 590, 598; 2009,
cc. 211, 268; 2018, cc. 368, 565.

§ 54.1-2991. Effect of declaration; suicide; insurance; declarations executed prior to effective date.
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The withholding or withdrawal of life-prolonging procedures in accordance with the provisions of this
article shall not, for any purpose, constitute a suicide. Nor shall the making of an advance directive pur-
suant to this article affect the sale, procurement or issuance of any policy of life insurance, nor shall
the making of an advance directive or the issuance of a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order pursuant to
this article be deemed to modify the terms of an existing policy of life insurance. No policy of life insur-
ance shall be legally impaired or invalidated by the withholding or withdrawal of life-prolonging pro-
cedures from an insured patient in accordance with this article, notwithstanding any term of the policy
to the contrary. A person shall not be required to make an advance directive or consent to a Durable
Do Not Resuscitate order as a condition for being insured for, or receiving, health care services.

The declaration of any patient made prior to July 1, 1983, an advance directive made prior to July 1,
1992, or the issuance, in accordance with the then current law, of a Do Not Resuscitate Order or an
Emergency Medical Services Do Not Resuscitate Order prior to July 1, 1999, shall be given effect as
provided in this article.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:11; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 412, 748, 772; 1999, c. 814; 2009, cc. 211, 268.

§ 54.1-2992. Preservation of existing rights.
The provisions of this article are cumulative with existing law and shall not be construed to modify an
individual's right to consent or refuse to consent to medical treatment if he is capable of making an
informed decision, or to alter or limit the authority that otherwise exists under the common law, statutes
or regulations of the Commonwealth (i) of a health care provider to provide health care; or (ii) of a per-
son's agent, guardian or other legally authorized representative to make decisions on behalf of a per-
son who is incapable of making an informed decision. The provisions of this article shall not impair
any existing rights or responsibilities which a health care provider, a patient, including a minor or inca-
pacitated patient, or a patient's family may have in regard to the providing, continuing, withholding or
withdrawal of life-prolonging medical procedures under the common law or statutes of the Com-
monwealth; however, this section shall not be construed to authorize violations of § 54.1-2990.

1983, c. 532, § 54-325.8:12; 1988, c. 765; 1992, cc. 748, 772; 1997, c. 801; 2000, cc. 590, 598; 2009,
cc. 211, 268.

§ 54.1-2993. Reciprocity.
An advance directive executed in another state shall be deemed to be validly executed for the pur-
poses of this article if executed in compliance with the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia or the
laws of the state where executed. Such advance directives shall be construed in accordance with the
laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

1992, cc. 748, 772.

§ 54.1-2993.1. Qualified advance directive facilitators; requirements for training programs.
The Department of Health shall approve a program for the training of qualified advance directive facil-
itators that includes (i) instruction on the meaning of provisions of a form meeting the requirements of §
54.1-2984, including designating a health care agent and giving instructions relating to one or more
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specific types of health care, and (ii) requirements for demonstrating competence in assisting persons
with completing and executing advance directives, including a written examination on information
provided during the training program.

In determining whether a training program meets the criteria set forth in this section, the Department of
Health may consult with the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services, the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, and the Virginia State Bar.

2017, cc. 747, 752.

Article 9 - ADVANCE HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVE REGISTRY

§ 54.1-2994. Advance Health Care Directive Registry established.
The Department of Health shall make available a secure online central registry for advance health
care directives.

2008, cc. 301, 696.

§ 54.1-2995. Filing of documents with the registry; regulations; fees.
A. A person may submit any of the following documents and the revocations of these documents to the
Department of Health for filing in the Advance Health Care Directive Registry established pursuant to
this article:

1. A health care power of attorney.

2. An advance directive created pursuant to Article 8 (§ 54.1-2981 et seq.) or a subsequent act of the
General Assembly.

3. A declaration of an anatomical gift made pursuant to the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (§
32.1-291.1 et seq.).

B. The document may be submitted for filing only by the person who executed the document or his
legal representative or designee and shall be accompanied by any fee required by the Department of
Health.

C. All data and information contained in the registry shall remain confidential and shall be exempt
from the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).

D. The Board of Health shall promulgate regulations to carry out the provisions of this article, which
shall include, but not be limited to (i) a determination of who may access the registry, including phys-
icians, other licensed health care providers, the declarant, and his legal representative or designee;
(ii) a means of annually reminding registry users of which documents they have registered; and (iii)
fees for filing a document with the registry. Such fees shall not exceed the direct costs associated with
development and maintenance of the registry and with the education of the public about the avail-
ability of the registry, and shall be exempt from statewide indirect costs charged and collected by the
Department of Accounts. No fee shall be charged for the filing of a document revoking any document
previously filed with the registry.
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2008, cc. 301, 696; 2010, c. 16; 2014, c. 715.

§ 54.1-2996. Validity of unregistered documents.
Failure to register a document with the registry maintained by the Department of Health pursuant to
this article shall not affect the document's validity. Failure to notify the Department of Health of the
revocation of a document filed with the registry shall not affect the validity of a revocation that meets
the statutory requirements for the revocation to be valid.

2008, cc. 301, 696.

Article 10 - DIRECT PRIMARY CARE AGREEMENTS

§ 54.1-2997. Direct primary care agreements.
A. A direct agreement between a patient, the patient's legal representative, or the patient's employer
and a health care provider for ongoing primary care services in exchange for the payment of a monthly
periodic fee, referred to in this article as a direct primary care agreement, is not health insurance or a
health maintenance organization, provided that the health care provider does not require patients to
pay monthly periodic fees prior to initiation of the direct agreement coverage period. A health care pro-
vider who participates in a direct primary care practice may participate in a health insurance carrier net-
work so long as the provider is willing and able to meet the terms and conditions of network
membership set by the health insurance carrier.

B. The provisions of this article shall not apply to contracts entered into prior to March 1, 2017.

2017, cc. 830, 831.

§ 54.1-2998. Direct primary care agreement requirements; disclosures; disclaimer.
A. Every direct primary care agreement shall include the following disclaimer: "This agreement does
not provide comprehensive health insurance coverage. It provides only the provision of primary care
as specifically described in this agreement."

B. A direct primary care practice and any employer with a direct primary care agreement for its employ-
ees shall make the following written information available to prospective direct primary care patients
or employees by prominently disclosing in marketing materials and retainer medical agreements that:

1. The direct primary care agreement is not insurance;

2. The direct primary care practice provides only the limited scope of primary care specified in the dir-
ect primary care agreement, which marketing materials and retainer medical agreements shall include
a clear listing of the services provided under the direct primary care agreement;

3. A patient is required to pay for all services provided by the direct primary care practice that are not
specified in the direct primary care agreement; and

4. The agreement standing alone does not satisfy the health benefit requirements as established in
the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (P.L. 111-148), as amended.
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C. A direct primary care agreement shall be signed by the individual direct patient who is a party to the
direct primary care agreement. Nothing in this subsection prohibits the presentation of marketing
materials to groups of potential direct primary care patients.

D. A comprehensive disclosure statement shall be distributed to all direct primary care patients with
their participation forms. Such disclosure shall (i) inform the direct primary care patients of their fin-
ancial rights and responsibilities to the direct primary care practice as provided for in this article, (ii)
encourage direct primary care patients to obtain and maintain insurance for services not provided by
the direct primary care practice, and (iii) state that the direct primary care practice will not bill a health
carrier for services covered under the direct primary care agreement.

2017, cc. 830, 831.

Chapter 30 - NURSING

Article 1 - Board of Nursing

§ 54.1-3000. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Advanced practice registered nurse" means a certified nurse midwife, certified registered nurse anes-
thetist, clinical nurse specialist, or nurse practitioner who is jointly licensed by the Boards of Medicine
and Nursing pursuant to § 54.1-2957, has completed an advanced graduate-level education program
in a specialty category of nursing, and has passed a national certifying examination for that specialty.

"Board" means the Board of Nursing.

"Certified nurse aide" means a person who meets the qualifications specified in this article and who is
currently certified by the Board.

"Massage therapist" means a person who meets the qualifications specified in this chapter and who is
currently licensed by the Board.

"Massage therapy" means the treatment of soft tissues for therapeutic purposes by the application of
massage and bodywork techniques based on the manipulation or application of pressure to the mus-
cular structure or soft tissues of the human body. The term "massage therapy" does not include the dia-
gnosis or treatment of illness or disease or any service or procedure for which a license to practice
medicine, nursing, midwifery, chiropractic, physical therapy, occupational therapy, acupuncture, ath-
letic training, or podiatry is required by law or any service described in subdivision A 18 of § 54.1-
3001.

"Massage therapy" shall not include manipulation of the spine or joints.

"Nurse practitioner" means an advanced practice registered nurse who is jointly licensed by the
Boards of Medicine and Nursing pursuant to § 54.1-2957.
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"Practical nurse" or "licensed practical nurse" means a person who is licensed or holds a multistate
licensure privilege under the provisions of this chapter to practice practical nursing as defined in this
section. Such a licensee shall be empowered to provide nursing services without compensation. The
abbreviation "L.P.N." shall stand for such terms.

"Practical nursing" or "licensed practical nursing" means the performance for compensation of selec-
ted nursing acts in the care of individuals or groups who are ill, injured, or experiencing changes in
normal health processes; in the maintenance of health; in the prevention of illness or disease; or, sub-
ject to such regulations as the Board may promulgate, in the teaching of those who are or will be
nurse aides. Practical nursing or licensed practical nursing requires knowledge, judgment and skill in
nursing procedures gained through prescribed education. Practical nursing or licensed practical nurs-
ing is performed under the direction or supervision of a licensed medical practitioner, a professional
nurse, registered nurse or registered professional nurse or other licensed health professional author-
ized by regulations of the Board.

"Practice of a nurse aide" or "nurse aide practice" means the performance of services requiring the
education, training, and skills specified in this chapter for certification as a nurse aide. Such services
are performed under the supervision of a dentist, physician, podiatrist, professional nurse, licensed
practical nurse, or other licensed health care professional acting within the scope of the requirements
of his profession.

"Professional nurse," "registered nurse" or "registered professional nurse" means a person who is
licensed or holds a multistate licensure privilege under the provisions of this chapter to practice pro-
fessional nursing as defined in this section. Such a licensee shall be empowered to provide pro-
fessional services without compensation, to promote health and to teach health to individuals and
groups. The abbreviation "R.N." shall stand for such terms.

"Professional nursing," "registered nursing" or "registered professional nursing" means the per-
formance for compensation of any nursing acts in the observation, care and counsel of individuals or
groups who are ill, injured or experiencing changes in normal health processes or the maintenance of
health; in the prevention of illness or disease; in the supervision and teaching of those who are or will
be involved in nursing care; in the delegation of selected nursing tasks and procedures to appro-
priately trained unlicensed persons as determined by the Board; or in the administration of med-
ications and treatments as prescribed by any person authorized by law to prescribe such medications
and treatment. Professional nursing, registered nursing and registered professional nursing require
specialized education, judgment, and skill based upon knowledge and application of principles from
the biological, physical, social, behavioral and nursing sciences.

Code 1950, § 54-326; 1970, c. 116, § 54-367.2; 1988, cc. 580, 765; 1989, cc. 7, 278; 1990, c. 104;
1996, c. 166; 1998, c. 458; 2004, c. 49; 2012, c. 213; 2016, cc. 83, 93, 324; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 157;
2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3001. Exemptions.
A. This chapter shall not apply to the following:
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1. The furnishing of nursing assistance in an emergency;

2. The practice of nursing, which is prescribed as part of a study program, by nursing students enrolled
in nursing education programs approved by the Board or by graduates of approved nursing education
programs for a period not to exceed ninety days following successful completion of the nursing edu-
cation program pending the results of the licensing examination, provided proper application and fee
for licensure have been submitted to the Board and unless the graduate fails the licensing exam-
ination within the 90-day period;

3. The practice of any legally qualified nurse of another state who is employed by the United States
government while in the discharge of his official duties;

4. The practice of nursing by a nurse who holds a current unrestricted license in another state, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, a United States possession or territory, or who holds a current unrestricted license in
Canada and whose training was obtained in a nursing school in Canada where English was the
primary language, for a period of 30 days pending licensure in Virginia, if the nurse, upon employ-
ment, has furnished the employer satisfactory evidence of current licensure and submits proper applic-
ation and fees to the Board for licensure before, or within 10 days after, employment. At the discretion
of the Board, additional time may be allowed for nurses currently licensed in another state, the District
of Columbia, a United States possession or territory, or Canada who are in the process of attaining the
qualification for licensure in this Commonwealth;

5. The practice of nursing by any registered nurse who holds a current unrestricted license in another
state, the District of Columbia, or a United States possession or territory, or a nurse who holds an equi-
valent credential in a foreign country, while enrolled in an advanced professional nursing program
requiring clinical practice. This exemption extends only to clinical practice required by the curriculum;

6. The practice of nursing by any nurse who holds a current unrestricted license in another state, the
District of Columbia, or a United States possession or territory and is employed to provide care to any
private individual while such private individual is traveling through or temporarily staying, as defined
in the Board's regulations, in the Commonwealth;

7. General care of the sick by nursing assistants, companions or domestic servants that does not con-
stitute the practice of nursing as defined in this chapter;

8. The care of the sick when done solely in connection with the practice of religious beliefs by the
adherents and which is not held out to the public to be licensed practical or professional nursing;

9. Any employee of a school board, authorized by a prescriber and trained in the administration of
insulin and glucagon, when, upon the authorization of a prescriber and the written request of the par-
ents as defined in § 22.1-1, assisting with the administration of insulin or administrating glucagon to a
student diagnosed as having diabetes and who requires insulin injections during the school day or for
whom glucagon has been prescribed for the emergency treatment of hypoglycemia;



10. The practice of nursing by any nurse who is a graduate of a foreign nursing school and has met
the credential, language, and academic testing requirements of the Commission on Graduates of For-
eign Nursing Schools for a period not to exceed ninety days from the date of approval of an applic-
ation submitted to the Board when such nurse is working as a nonsupervisory staff nurse in a licensed
nursing home or certified nursing facility. During such ninety-day period, such nurse shall take and
pass the licensing examination to remain eligible to practice nursing in Virginia; no exemption granted
under this subdivision shall be extended;

11. The practice of nursing by any nurse rendering free health care to an underserved population in
Virginia who (i) does not regularly practice nursing in Virginia, (ii) holds a current valid license or cer-
tification to practice nursing in another state, territory, district or possession of the United States, (iii)
volunteers to provide free health care to an underserved area of this Commonwealth under the aus-
pices of a publicly supported all volunteer, nonprofit organization that sponsors the provision of health
care to populations of underserved people, (iv) files a copy of the license or certification issued in such
other jurisdiction with the Board, (v) notifies the Board at least five business days prior to the voluntary
provision of services of the dates and location of such service, and (vi) acknowledges, in writing, that
such licensure exemption shall only be valid, in compliance with the Board's regulations, during the
limited period that such free health care is made available through the volunteer, nonprofit organ-
ization on the dates and at the location filed with the Board. The Board may deny the right to practice
in Virginia to any nurse whose license or certificate has been previously suspended or revoked, who
has been convicted of a felony or who is otherwise found to be in violation of applicable laws or reg-
ulations. However, the Board shall allow a nurse who meets the above criteria to provide volunteer ser-
vices without prior notice for a period of up to three days, provided the nonprofit organization verifies
that the practitioner has a valid, unrestricted license in another state;

12. Any person performing state or federally funded health care tasks directed by the consumer, which
are typically self-performed, for an individual who lives in a private residence and who, by reason of
disability, is unable to perform such tasks but who is capable of directing the appropriate performance
of such tasks;

13. The practice of nursing by any nurse who holds a current unrestricted license from another state,
the District of Columbia or a United States possession or territory, while such nurse is in the Com-
monwealth temporarily and is practicing nursing in a summer camp or in conjunction with clients who
are participating in specified recreational or educational activities;

14. The practice of massage therapy that is an integral part of a program of study by a student enrolled
in a massage therapy educational program under the direction of a licensed massage therapist. Any
student enrolled in a massage therapy educational program shall be identified as a "Student Massage
Therapist" and shall deliver massage therapy under the supervision of an appropriate clinical
instructor recognized by the educational program;



15. The practice of massage therapy by a massage therapist licensed or certified in good standing in
another state, the District of Columbia, or another country, while such massage therapist is volun-
teering at a sporting or recreational event or activity, is responding to a disaster or emergency
declared by the appropriate authority, is travelling with an out-of-state athletic team or an athlete for
the duration of the athletic tournament, game, or event in which the team or athlete is competing, or is
engaged in educational seminars;

16. Any person providing services related to the domestic care of any family member or household
member so long as that person does not offer, hold out, or claim to be a massage therapist;

17. Any health care professional licensed or certified under this title for which massage therapy is a
component of his practice; or

18. Any individual who provides stroking of the hands, feet, or ears or the use of touch, words, and dir-
ected movement, including healing touch, therapeutic touch, mind-body centering, orthobionomy, trae-
ger therapy, reflexology, polarity therapy, reiki, qigong, muscle activation techniques, or practices with
the primary purpose of affecting energy systems of the human body.

B. Notwithstanding any provision of law or regulation to the contrary, military medical personnel, as
defined in § 2.2-2001.4, while participating in a program established by the Department of Veterans
Services pursuant to § 2.2-2001.4, may practice under the supervision of a licensed physician or podi-
atrist or the chief medical officer of an organization participating in such program. The chief medical
officer of an organization participating in a program established pursuant to § 2.2-2001.4 may, in con-
sultation with the chief nursing officer of such organization, designate a registered nurse licensed by
the Board or practicing with a multistate licensure privilege to supervise military personnel par-
ticipating in a program established pursuant to § 2.2-2001.4 in the practice of nursing.

Code 1950, § 54-362; 1970, c. 116; 1982, c. 598, § 54-367.36; 1988, c. 765; 1994, cc. 58, 103; 1996,
c. 388; 1999, c. 570; 2001, cc. 244, 251; 2002, cc. 713, 740; 2008, c. 674; 2010, c. 245; 2012, cc. 117,
178; 2016, c. 324; 2018, cc. 69, 338.

§ 54.1-3002. Board of Nursing; membership; terms; meetings; quorum; administrative officer.
The Board of Nursing shall consist of 14 members as follows: eight registered nurses, at least two of
whom are licensed advanced practice registered nurses; two licensed practical nurses; three citizen
members; and one member who shall be a registered nurse or a licensed practical nurse. The terms of
office of the Board shall be four years.

The Board shall meet at least annually and shall elect officers from its membership. It may hold such
other meetings as may be necessary to perform its duties. A majority of the Board including one of its
officers shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business at any meeting. Special meetings of the
Board shall be called by the administrative officer upon written request of two members.

The Board shall have an administrative officer who shall be a registered nurse.
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Code 1950, §§ 54-327, 54-328, 54-336, 54-341, 54-342; 1960, c. 61; 1968, c. 337, § 54-367.12; 1970,
c. 116, § 54-367.10; 1975, c. 106, §§ 54-367.3, 54-367.4; 1979, c. 5; 1980, c. 728; 1982, c. 598; 1986,
c. 464; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 404; 2008, c. 34; 2016, c. 105; 2019, c. 169; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3003. Qualifications of members.
A. Each professional nurse appointed to the Board shall:

1. Be a citizen of the United States of America;

2. Be a resident of this Commonwealth;

3. Have been graduated from an educational program approved by a state board of nursing;

4. Be licensed in this Commonwealth as a registered nurse;

5. Have had at least five years' experience in nursing, nursing administration or teaching in a nursing
education program; and

6. Have been actively engaged in professional nursing in this Commonwealth for at least three years
preceding appointment or reappointment.

B. Each licensed practical nurse appointed to the Board shall:

1. Be a citizen of the United States of America;

2. Be a resident of this Commonwealth;

3. Have been graduated from a high school or the equivalent;

4. Have been graduated from a practical nursing program approved by a state board of nursing;

5. Be licensed in this Commonwealth as a practical nurse;

6. Have had at least five years' experience in nursing; and

7. Have been actively engaged in practical nursing in this Commonwealth for at least three years pre-
ceding appointment or reappointment.

Code 1950, § 54-333; 1970, c. 116; 1985, c. 305, § 54-367.9; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3004. Nominations.
Nominations may be made for each professional vacancy from lists of three names, submitted to the
Governor by incorporated nurses associations. The Governor may notify such organizations of any pro-
fessional vacancy other than by expiration. In no case shall the Governor be bound to make any
appointment from among the nominees.

1986, c. 464, § 54-367.4:1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3005. Specific powers and duties of Board.
In addition to the general powers and duties conferred in this title, the Board shall have the following
specific powers and duties:

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0034
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0105
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0169
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+ful+CHAP0183


1. To prescribe minimum standards and approve curricula for educational programs preparing per-
sons for licensure, certification, or registration under this chapter;

2. To approve programs that meet the requirements of this chapter and of the Board;

3. To provide consultation service for educational programs as requested;

4. To provide for periodic surveys of educational or training programs;

5. To deny or withdraw approval from educational or training programs for failure to meet prescribed
standards;

6. To provide consultation regarding nursing practice for institutions and agencies as requested and
investigate illegal nursing practices;

7. To keep a record of all its proceedings;

8. To certify and maintain a registry of all certified nurse aides and to promulgate regulations con-
sistent with federal law and regulation. The Board shall require all schools to demonstrate their com-
pliance with § 54.1-3006.2 upon application for approval or reapproval, during an on-site visit, or in
response to a complaint or a report of noncompliance. The Board may impose a fee pursuant to §
54.1-2401 for any violation thereof. Such regulations may include standards for the authority of
licensed practical nurses to teach nurse aides;

9. To maintain a registry of clinical nurse specialists and to promulgate regulations governing clinical
nurse specialists;

10. To license and maintain a registry of all licensed massage therapists and to promulgate reg-
ulations governing the criteria for licensure as a massage therapist and the standards of professional
conduct for licensed massage therapists;

11. To promulgate regulations for the delegation of certain nursing tasks and procedures not involving
assessment, evaluation or nursing judgment to an appropriately trained unlicensed person by and
under the supervision of a registered nurse, who retains responsibility and accountability for such del-
egation;

12. To develop and revise as may be necessary, in coordination with the Boards of Medicine and Edu-
cation, guidelines for the training of employees of a school board in the administration of insulin and
glucagon for the purpose of assisting with routine insulin injections and providing emergency treat-
ment for life-threatening hypoglycemia. The first set of such guidelines shall be finalized by Septem-
ber 1, 1999, and shall be made available to local school boards for a fee not to exceed the costs of
publication;

13. To enter into the Nurse Licensure Compact as set forth in this chapter and to promulgate reg-
ulations for its implementation;

14. To collect, store and make available nursing workforce information regarding the various cat-
egories of nurses certified, licensed or registered pursuant to § 54.1-3012.1;



15. To expedite application processing, to the extent possible, pursuant to § 54.1-119 for an applicant
for licensure or certification by the Board upon submission of evidence that the applicant, who is
licensed or certified in another state, is relocating to the Commonwealth pursuant to a spouse's official
military orders;

16. To register medication aides and promulgate regulations governing the criteria for such regis-
tration and standards of conduct for medication aides;

17. To approve training programs for medication aides to include requirements for instructional per-
sonnel, curriculum, continuing education, and a competency evaluation;

18. To set guidelines for the collection of data by all approved nursing education programs and to com-
pile this data in an annual report. The data shall include but not be limited to enrollment, graduation
rate, attrition rate, and number of qualified applicants who are denied admission;

19. To develop, in consultation with the Board of Pharmacy, guidelines for the training of employees of
child day programs as defined in § 22.1-289.02 and regulated by the Board of Education in the admin-
istration of prescription drugs as defined in the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.). Such training
programs shall be taught by a registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, doctor of medicine or osteo-
pathic medicine, or pharmacist;

20. In order to protect the privacy and security of health professionals licensed, registered or certified
under this chapter, to promulgate regulations permitting use on identification badges of first name and
first letter only of last name and appropriate title when practicing in hospital emergency departments,
in psychiatric and mental health units and programs, or in health care facility units offering treatment
for patients in custody of state or local law-enforcement agencies;

21. To revise, as may be necessary, guidelines for seizure management, in coordination with the
Board of Medicine, including the list of rescue medications for students with epilepsy and other
seizure disorders in the public schools. The revised guidelines shall be finalized and made available
to the Board of Education by August 1, 2010. The guidelines shall then be posted on the Department
of Education's website; and

22. To promulgate, together with the Board of Medicine, regulations governing the licensure of
advanced practice registered nurses pursuant to § 54.1-2957 and the licensure of licensed certified
midwives pursuant to § 54.1-2957.04.

Code 1950, §§ 54-339, 54-343; 1970, c. 116; 1979, c. 5, § 54-367.11; 1982, c. 598; 1984, c. 734;
1988, c. 765; 1989, cc. 7, 278; 1990, c. 104; 1994, c. 778; 1996, c. 166; 1998, c. 458; 1999, cc. 570,
637; 2000, cc. 587, 701; 2004, c. 49; 2005, cc. 54, 610, 924; 2006, cc. 190, 686; 2009, c. 687; 2010, c.
188; 2012, cc. 213, 803, 835; 2016, cc. 83, 324; 2017, c. 105; 2019, c. 287; 2020, cc. 860, 861; 2021,
Sp. Sess. I, cc. 200, 201; 2022, c. 677; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3005.1. Criminal history background checks.
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The Board shall require each applicant for licensure as a practical nurse, registered nurse, or licensed
massage therapist to submit fingerprints and provide personal descriptive information to be forwarded
along with his fingerprints through the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record information regarding the applicant.
The cost of fingerprinting and the criminal history record search shall be paid by the applicant.

The Central Criminal Records Exchange shall forward the results of the state and federal criminal his-
tory record search to the Board, which shall be a governmental entity. If an applicant is denied licen-
sure because of information appearing on his criminal history record and the applicant disputes the
information upon which the denial was based, the Central Criminal Records Exchange shall, upon
written request, furnish to the applicant the procedures for obtaining a copy of the criminal history
record from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central Criminal Records Exchange. The
information shall not be disseminated except as provided in this section.

2015, c. 307; 2016, c. 324.

§ 54.1-3006. Advisory committees.
The Board may appoint advisory committees consisting of three persons or more who are know-
ledgeable in the area of practice or education under consideration. Members of advisory committees
shall not receive compensation, but shall receive reimbursement for travel and other actual and neces-
sary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

Code 1950, §§ 54-339, 54-343; 1970, c. 116; 1979, c. 5, § 54-367.11; 1982, c. 598; 1984, c. 734;
1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3006.1. Public school nursing education programs.
The Board of Education and the Board of Nursing, or their representatives, shall, at least annually,
develop and revise as necessary an interagency agreement relating to the regulation of public school
nursing education programs. This memorandum of understanding shall establish a framework for
cooperation in order to achieve consistency in the regulation of such programs. The duties and
responsibilities of the Department of Education and the Board of Nursing for public school practical
nursing and nurse aide education programs shall be set forth in the agreement. The agreement shall
include, but need not be limited to, core curricula for the programs; administrative and clerical activ-
ities such as exchange of mailing labels, participation in site visits, reporting requirements, and inform-
ation for newsletters; review and revision of the curricula materials; participation in inservice activities
and state conferences; opportunity to participate in and comment on revisions of any relevant reg-
ulations; and communication procedures between the two state agencies and with the local school
divisions. The Director shall rely on the Board of Nursing for advice on and implementation of the
agreement.

1991, c. 629.

§ 54.1-3006.2. Nurse aide education program.
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All approved nurse aide education programs shall provide each student applying to or enrolled in
such program with a copy of applicable Virginia law regarding criminal history records checks for
employment in certain health care facilities, and a list of crimes which pose a barrier to such employ-
ment.

1999, c. 637.

§ 54.1-3007. Refusal, revocation or suspension, censure or probation.
The Board may refuse to admit a candidate to any examination, refuse to issue a license, certificate, or
registration to any applicant and may suspend any license, certificate, registration, or multistate licen-
sure privilege for a stated period or indefinitely, or revoke any license, certificate, registration, or
multistate licensure privilege, or censure or reprimand any licensee, certificate holder, registrant, or
multistate licensure privilege holder, or place him on probation for such time as it may designate for
any of the following causes:

1. Fraud or deceit in procuring or attempting to procure a license, certificate, or registration;

2. Unprofessional conduct;

3. Willful or repeated violation of any of the provisions of this chapter;

4. Conviction of any felony or any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude;

5. Practicing in a manner contrary to the standards of ethics or in such a manner as to make his prac-
tice a danger to the health and welfare of patients or to the public;

6. Use of alcohol or drugs to the extent that such use renders him unsafe to practice, or any mental or
physical illness rendering him unsafe to practice;

7. The denial, revocation, suspension or restriction of a license, certificate, registration, or multistate
licensure privilege to practice in another state, the District of Columbia or a United States possession
or territory; or

8. Abuse, negligent practice, or misappropriation of a patient's or resident's property.

Code 1950, § 54-353; 1970, c. 116; 1979, c. 5, § 54-367.32; 1982, c. 598; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 278;
2003, c. 249; 2005, cc. 610, 924.

§ 54.1-3008. Particular violations; prosecution.
A. It shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to:

1. Practice nursing under the authority of a license or record illegally or fraudulently obtained or
signed or issued unlawfully or under fraudulent representation;

2. Practice nursing unless licensed to do so under the provisions of this chapter;

3. Knowingly employ an unlicensed person as a professional or practical nurse or knowingly permit
an unlicensed person to represent himself as a professional or practical nurse;
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4. Use in connection with his name any designation tending to imply that he is a professional nurse or
a practical nurse unless duly licensed to practice under the provisions of this chapter;

5. Practice professional nursing or practical nursing during the time his license is suspended or
revoked;

6. Conduct a nursing education program for the preparation of professional or practical nurses unless
the program has been approved by the Board; or

7. Engage in the practice of massage therapy or hold himself out as practicing massage therapy
unless he holds a license as a massage therapist issued by the Board.

B. The provisions of this section shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to persons holding a multistate licen-
sure privilege to practice nursing.

Code 1950, § 54-359; 1970, c. 116; 1982, c. 598, § 54-367.35; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 166; 2004, c. 49;
2016, c. 324.

§§ 54.1-3009, 54.1-3010. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, c. 64.

§ 54.1-3011. Renewal of licenses; lapsed licenses; reinstatement; penalties.
A. Every license issued under the provisions of this chapter shall be renewed biennially by such time
as the Board may prescribe by regulation. The Board shall mail or send electronically a notice for
renewal to every licensee, but the failure to receive such notice shall not excuse any licensee from the
requirements for renewal. The person receiving such notice shall furnish the requested information
and return the form to the Board with the renewal fee.

B. Any licensee who allows his license to lapse by failing to renew the license may be reinstated by
the Board upon submission of satisfactory evidence that he is prepared to resume practice in a com-
petent manner and upon payment of the fee.

C. Any person practicing nursing during the time his license has lapsed shall be considered an illegal
practitioner and shall be subject to the penalties provided for violations of this chapter.

D. When the Board of Health has issued an emergency order pursuant to § 32.1-13, the Board may
waive (i) the requirement for submission of a fee for renewal of a license or (ii) the requirement for sub-
mission of evidence satisfactory to the Board that a licensee whose license was allowed to lapse by
failing to renew his license is prepared to resume practice in a competent manner for any person who
held a valid, unrestricted, active license to practice nursing within the four-year period immediately
prior to the application for renewal of such license.

Code 1950, § 54-352; 1956, c. 48; 1970, c. 116, § 54-367.25; 1974, c. 194; 1979, c. 5; 1982, c. 598;
1988, c. 765; 2018, c. 101; 2022, cc. 720, 753.

§ 54.1-3011.01. Restricted volunteer license for registered or practical nurses.
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A. The Board may issue a restricted volunteer license to a registered or practical nurse who, within the
past five years, held an unrestricted active license as a registered or practical nurse issued by the
Board or another state, which was in good standing at the time the license expired or became inactive.
Nurses holding a restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to this section shall only practice in pub-
lic health or community free clinics that provide services to underserved populations.

B. An applicant for a restricted volunteer license shall submit an application on a form provided by the
Board and attest that he will not receive remuneration directly or indirectly for providing nursing ser-
vices.

C. A person holding a restricted volunteer license pursuant to this section shall not be required to com-
plete continuing competency requirements for the first renewal of such license. For subsequent renew-
als, a nurse holding a restricted volunteer license shall be required to complete the continuing
competency requirements required for renewal of an active license.

D. A restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to this section may be renewed biennially in accord-
ance with the renewal schedule established in regulations promulgated by the Board.

E. The application and biennial renewal fee for restricted volunteer licenses pursuant to this section
shall be one-half of the fee for an active license.

F. A nurse holding a restricted volunteer license issued pursuant to this section shall be subject to the
provisions of this chapter and all regulations applicable to nurses practicing in the Commonwealth.

G. A restricted volunteer license shall only be valid in the Commonwealth and shall not confer any
multistate licensure privilege.

2015, c. 522.

§ 54.1-3011.1. Additional fee required for licensure of certain practitioners.
In addition to the fees authorized for licensure and renewal by § 54.1-2400, the Board is authorized to
charge a fee not to exceed one dollar for the licensure of every practical nurse and registered nurse to
be deposited in the Nursing Scholarship and Loan Repayment Fund established pursuant to § 54.1-
3011.2. Such fees shall be used to fund scholarships established pursuant to subsection A of § 32.1-
122.6:01.

1991, c. 669; 2000, cc. 240, 254.

§ 54.1-3011.2. Nursing Scholarship and Loan Repayment Fund.
A. There is hereby established the Nursing Scholarship and Loan Repayment Fund for the purpose of
financing scholarships for (i) part-time and full-time students enrolled in or accepted for enrollment by
nursing programs which will prepare such students, upon completion, for examination to be licensed
by the Board as practical nurses or registered nurses and (ii) those registered nurses, licensed prac-
tical nurses, and certified nurse aides who agree to perform a period of nursing service in a Com-
monwealth long-term care facility pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Board of Health in
cooperation with the Board.
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B. The Fund shall be administered by the Board, in cooperation with the Director of the Department,
and the scholarships shall be administered and awarded by the Board of Health pursuant to § 32.1-
122.6:01. The Fund shall be maintained and administered separately from any other program or funds
of the Board and the Department of Health Professions. No portion of the Fund shall be used for a pur-
pose other than that described in this section and § 32.1-122.6:01. Any money remaining in the Fund
at the end of a biennium, including amounts repaid by award recipients, and any interest thereon,
shall not revert to the general fund or the funds of the Department of Health Professions, but shall
remain in the Fund to be used only for the purposes of this section. In addition to any licensure fees
that may be collected pursuant to § 54.1-3011.1, the Fund shall also include:

1. Any funds appropriated by the General Assembly for the purposes of the Fund; and

2. Any gifts, grants, or bequests received from any private person or organization.

Upon receiving the names of the scholarship and loan repayment program recipients from the Board
of Health, the Board of Nursing shall be responsible for transmitting the funds to the appropriate insti-
tution to be credited to the account of the recipient.

1991, c. 669; 2000, cc. 240, 254; 2001, c. 188; 2002, c. 290.

§ 54.1-3012. Additional power of the Board.
In addition to other powers enumerated in this title, the Board may take those steps necessary to
obtain recognition by the United States Secretary of Education as a reliable authority concerning the
quality of education offered by educational institutions or programs in the area of practical nursing.

1986, c. 13, § 54-367.11:1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3012.1. Nursing workforce information.
A. With such funds as are appropriated for this purpose, and consistent with the provisions of § 54.1-
2506.1, the Board shall collect, store, and make available nursing workforce information regarding the
various categories of nurses certified, licensed or registered under the provisions of this chapter. In
addition to appropriated funds, the Board may also accept donations or grants from private sources in
addition to any licensure or certification fee to any certified, licensed or registered nurse to carry out
the provisions of this section. The information to be collected on nurses shall include, but not be lim-
ited to: (i) demographic data; (ii) level of education; (iii) employment status; (iv) employment setting
such as in a hospital, physician's office, or nursing home; (v) geographic location of employment; (vi)
type of nursing position or area of specialty; and (vii) number of hours worked per week. Such inform-
ation shall be collected and updated biennially, and shall be published, in aggregate form and in a
format accessible to the public, on the Department of Health Professions website. However, the Board
may release information that identifies specific individuals for the purpose of determining shortage des-
ignations and to qualified personnel if pertinent to an investigation, research, or study, provided a writ-
ten agreement between such qualified personnel and the Department, which ensures that any person
to whom such identities are divulged shall preserve the confidentiality of such identities, is executed.
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B. The Board shall promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of this section. Such reg-
ulations shall include: (i) the specific number and types of nursing workforce data elements to be col-
lected; (ii) the process by which the information is collected, stored, and made available to interested
parties; (iii) provisions to ensure the confidentiality of the data to be collected and to protect the identity
of all individuals submitting information; and (iv) other provisions as determined by the Board.

2000, cc. 587, 701; 2002, c. 333; 2008, c. 373; 2009, c. 382.

§ 54.1-3013. Approval of nursing education program.
An institution desiring to conduct a nursing education program to prepare professional or practical
nurses shall apply to the Board and submit evidence that:

1. It is prepared to meet the minimum standards prescribed by the Board for either a professional nurs-
ing curriculum or a practical nursing curriculum; and

2. It is prepared to meet such other standards as may be established by law or by the Board.

A survey of the institution and its entire nursing education program shall be made by the admin-
istrative officer or other authorized employee of the Board, who shall submit a written report of the sur-
vey to the Board. If, in the opinion of the Board, the requirements necessary for approval are met, it
shall be approved as a nursing education program for professional or practical nurses.

New nursing education programs shall not be established or conducted unless approved by the
Board.

Code 1950, §§ 54-355, 54-357; 1970, c. 116, §§ 54-367.27, 54-367.29; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 7; 2016,
c. 83.

§ 54.1-3013.1. Nursing education programs to include child abuse recognition and intervention.
In the exercise of its authority to establish minimum standards for professional nursing curricula and
practical nursing curricula, the Board of Nursing, on and after July 1, 2007, shall require that approved
nursing education programs provide instruction in child abuse recognition and intervention.

2006, c. 528.

§ 54.1-3014. Survey of nursing education programs; discontinuance of program; due process
requirements.
A. The Board shall, through its administrative officer or other authorized representative, survey all nurs-
ing education programs in the Commonwealth as necessary. Written reports of such surveys shall be
submitted to the Board. If the Board determines that any approved nursing education program is not
maintaining the required standards, notice in writing specifying the deficiencies shall be immediately
given to the institution conducting the program.

B. Following an informal fact-finding proceeding held pursuant to § 2.2-4019, at which the Board
places a program on conditional approval with terms and conditions that include a restriction on enroll-
ment in a nursing education program:
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1. The Board shall state in its order or decision letter the specific violations of law or regulation and the
factual basis for each violation with sufficient specificity to inform the program of the basis for the
decision so that the nursing education program may take corrective steps to address any identified
violations.

2. A program subject to any term or condition set forth in an order or decision letter entered by the
Board that constitutes a restriction on enrollment for a nursing education program shall have 30 days
from the entry of the Board's order or decision letter to request a formal hearing pursuant to § 2.2-4020,
and any term or condition restricting enrollment shall be stayed upon receipt of such request within 30
days from the Board's entry of its order or the decision letter. If a nursing education program does not
request a formal hearing as provided in this section within 30 days of the entry of the Board's order or
decision letter, the term or condition that constitutes a restriction on enrollment in a nursing education
program shall be effective immediately.

3. Following a formal hearing held pursuant to § 2.2-4020, the order or decision letter of the Board
shall identify the factual basis of any finding that the nursing education program's information presen-
ted at the formal hearing was insufficient to demonstrate compliance with the law or regulations of the
Board.

4. If an order of the Board entered following a formal hearing held pursuant to § 2.2-4020 provides that
the program is to continue on conditional approval with terms or conditions involving a restriction on
enrollment, the program shall be advised of the right to appeal the order or decision letter to the appro-
priate circuit court in accordance with § 2.2-4026 and Part 2A of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia.

5. Any restriction on enrollment shall be limited to one year.

Following the expiration of the restriction on enrollment, if the Board determines that the specific viol-
ations that led to the restriction on enrollment have not been remedied, it shall provide the nursing edu-
cation program with written notice pursuant to § 2.2-4019 to appear for an informal fact-finding
proceeding with an opportunity to present evidence of compliance before the Board.

C. A program that fails to correct these deficiencies to the satisfaction of the Board within a reasonable
time shall be discontinued after a hearing in which such facts are established.

D. The Board shall provide to a nursing education program any written complaint or written summary
of a verbal complaint related to the program when any administrative request for information is ini-
tiated or subpoena issued.

E. In addition to the program director, a nursing education program may designate one or more per-
sons with whom the Board shall communicate for purposes of providing official notices, obtaining
information, and responding to requests for information regarding the nursing education program; such
persons need not be licensed nurses and need not maintain their primary place of business at the
same address as the nursing education program.
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Code 1950, § 54-358; 1970, c. 116, § 54-367.28; 1988, c. 765; 2012, c. 644.

§ 54.1-3015. Continuance of license of certified tuberculosis nurse.
Any person licensed as a certified tuberculosis nurse to perform duties as prescribed by the State
Board of Examiners of Nurses, now known as the Board of Nursing, on July 1, 1970, shall continue to
be so licensed unless his license is suspended or revoked in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter.

1970, c. 116, § 54-367.30; 1982, c. 598; 1988, c. 765.

Article 2 - LICENSURE OF REGISTERED NURSES

§ 54.1-3016. Use of title "registered nurse" or "R.N.".
Any person who holds a license or a multistate licensure privilege to practice professional nursing in
Virginia shall have the right to use the title "registered nurse" and the abbreviation "R.N." No other per-
son shall assume such title or use such abbreviation or any other words, letters, signs or devices to
indicate that the person using the same is a registered nurse.

1970, c. 116, § 54-367.17; 1988, c. 765; 2004, c. 49.

§ 54.1-3016.1. Correctional health assistants.
Licensed practical nurses, registered nurses, and advanced practice registered nurses may practice
as correctional health assistants pursuant to § 54.1-2901.

1997, c. 720; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3017. Qualifications of applicant for registered nurse's license; examination; graduates of for-
eign nursing education programs.
A. An applicant for a license to practice professional nursing shall submit evidence satisfactory to the
Board that such applicant:

1. Has completed an approved four-year high school course of study or the equivalent as determined
by the appropriate educational agency;

2. Has received a diploma or degree from an approved professional nursing education program;

3. Has passed a written examination as required by the Board; and

4. Has committed no acts which are grounds for disciplinary action as set forth in this chapter.

B. The Board shall consider and may accept relevant practical experience and didactic and clinical
components of education and training completed by an applicant for licensure as a registered nurse
during his service as a member of any branch of the armed forces of the United States as evidence of
the satisfaction of the educational requirements for licensure.

C. An applicant who graduated from a nursing education program in a foreign country shall be
required to:
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1. Have (i) graduated or be eligible to graduate from a licensing board-approved RN or LPN/VN preli-
censure education program or (ii) graduated from a foreign RN or LPN/VN prelicensure education pro-
gram that has been approved by the authorized accrediting body in the applicable country and has
been verified by an independent credentials review agency recognized by the Board to be com-
parable to a U.S. licensing board-approved RN or LPN/VN prelicensure education program; and

2. Have, if a graduate of a foreign RN or LPN/VN prelicensure education program not taught in Eng-
lish or if English is not the individual's native language, successfully passed an English proficiency
examination that includes reading, speaking, writing, and listening components.

The Board shall identify multiple approved entities to provide language examinations and multiple
approved entities to evaluate and verify credentials earned from a nursing education program in a for-
eign country. The Board shall make the list of approved entities publicly available on its website.

Code 1950, § 54-346; 1970, c. 116; 1979, c. 5, § 54-367.13; 1982, c. 598; 1988, c. 765; 2011, c. 390;
2023, c. 579.

§ 54.1-3017.1. Registered nurse provisional license.
The Board may issue a provisional license to an applicant for licensure as a registered nurse who has
met the educational and examination requirements for licensure, in order to allow the applicant to
obtain clinical experience, as specified by the Board in regulation. A person practicing under a pro-
visional license shall only practice under the supervision of a licensed registered nurse, in accord-
ance with regulations established by the Board.

2011, c. 712.

§ 54.1-3018. Registered nurse's license by endorsement.
A. The Board may issue a license by endorsement to an applicant to practice professional nursing if
the applicant has been licensed as a professional or registered nurse under the laws of another state,
the District of Columbia, or a United States possession or territory, and, in the opinion of the Board, the
applicant meets the qualifications required of registered nurses in this Commonwealth.

B. The Board shall also endorse for licensure nurses who hold an unrestricted license in Canada and
whose training was obtained in a nursing school in Canada where English was the primary language
and who have passed the Canadian Registered Nurses Examination (CRNE).

Code 1950, § 54-350; 1970, c. 116; 1982, c. 598, § 54-367.14; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 713.

§ 54.1-3018.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 157, cl. 2, effective July 1, 2021.

§ 54.1-3018.2. (Effective July 1, 2023) Pediatric sexual assault survivor services; requirements.
Any person licensed by the Board as a registered nurse who wishes to provide sexual assault sur-
vivor treatment services or sexual assault survivor transfer services, as defined in § 32.1-162.15:2, to
pediatric survivors of sexual assault, as defined in § 32.1-162.15:2, shall comply with the provisions of
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Article 8 (§ 32.1-162.15:2 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of Title 32.1 applicable to pediatric medical care facil-
ities.

2020, c. 725.

Article 3 - LICENSURE OF PRACTICAL NURSES

§ 54.1-3019. Use of title "licensed practical nurse" or "L.P.N.".
Any person who holds a license or a multistate licensure privilege to practice as a licensed practical
nurse in Virginia shall have the right to use the title "Licensed practical nurse" and the abbreviation
"L.P.N." No other person shall assume such title or use such abbreviation or any other words, letters,
signs or devices to indicate that the person using the same is a licensed practical nurse.

1970, c. 116, § 54-367.23; 1988, c. 765; 2004, c. 49.

§ 54.1-3020. Qualifications of applicant for practical nurse's license.
A. An applicant for a license to practice as a practical nurse shall furnish evidence satisfactory to the
Board that the applicant:

1. Has completed two years of high school or its equivalent;

2. Has received a diploma from an approved practical nursing program;

3. Has passed a written examination as required by the Board; and

4. Has committed no acts which are grounds for disciplinary action as set forth in this chapter.

B. The Board shall consider and may accept relevant practical experience and didactic and clinical
components of education and training completed by an applicant for licensure as a practical nurse dur-
ing his service as a member of any branch of the armed forces of the United States as evidence of the
satisfaction of the educational requirements for licensure.

Code 1950, § 54-348; 1970, c. 116; 1979, c. 5, § 54-367.19; 1982, c. 598; 1988, c. 765; 2011, c. 390.

§ 54.1-3021. Practical nurse's license by endorsement.
The Board may issue a license by endorsement to any applicant to practice as a licensed practical
nurse if the applicant has been licensed as a practical nurse or a person entitled to perform similar ser-
vices under laws of another state, the District of Columbia or a United States possession or territory
and, in the opinion of the Board, the applicant meets the requirements for licensed practical nurses in
this Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 54-351; 1970, c. 116; 1982, c. 598, § 54-367.20; 1988, c. 765.

Article 4 - CERTIFICATION OF NURSE AIDES

§ 54.1-3022. Use of the title "Certified Nurse Aide" or "C.N.A.".
No person shall use or assume the title "Certified Nurse Aide" or abbreviation "C.N.A." or any words,
letters, signs, or devices to indicate that person is a certified nurse aide unless certified by the Board.

1989, c. 278.
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§ 54.1-3023. Application for certification by competency evaluation.
A. Every applicant for certification by competency evaluation shall pay the required application fee
and shall submit written evidence that the applicant:

1. Has not committed any act or omission that would be grounds for discipline or denial of certification
under this article; and

2. Has successfully completed an education or training program approved by the Board.

B. The Board shall consider and may accept relevant practical experience and didactic and clinical
components of education and training completed by an applicant for certification as a nurse aide dur-
ing his service as a member of any branch of the armed forces of the United States as evidence of the
satisfaction of the educational requirements for certification.

1989, c. 278; 2011, c. 390.

§ 54.1-3024. Application for certification by endorsement.
Every applicant for certification by endorsement shall pay the required application fee, shall submit the
information required by the Board in the manner and form specified by the Board, and shall submit writ-
ten evidence that the applicant:

1. Is certified to practice as a nurse aide by another state or territory of the United States (with require-
ments that are essentially similar to the requirements for certification set out in this article) and that
such certification is in good standing;

2. Has not committed any act or omission that would be grounds for discipline or denial of certification
under this article;

3. Has no record of abuse, negligent practice, or misappropriation of a patient's or resident's property
or any disciplinary action taken or pending in any other state or territory against such certification.

1989, c. 278.

§ 54.1-3025. Certification by competency evaluation.
All applicants except those certified by endorsement shall be required to pass a clinical competency
evaluation. Such evaluation shall be in written or oral form and shall include the following areas:

1. Basic nursing skills;

2. Personal care skills;

3. Recognition of mental health and social services needs;

4. Basic restorative services; and

5. Resident or patient rights.

1989, c. 278.

§ 54.1-3025.1. Advanced certification; renewal.
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A. The Board shall develop and promulgate regulations to establish a career advancement cer-
tification that will indicate enhanced competence in patient care tasks and enable certified nurse aides
to expand the scope of the responsibilities and duties delegated to them. An advanced certificate shall
be awarded upon successful completion of the required educational and training standards set by the
Board. Each institution that desires to conduct programs to provide training for such advanced cer-
tificates shall be approved by the Board pursuant to § 54.1-3005.

B. An advanced certificate issued to a certified nurse aide shall be renewed biennially upon payment
of any specified fee. The certified nurse aide shall submit proof of compliance with any requirements
of law and regulation concerning competence as established by the Board.

2001, c. 448.

§ 54.1-3026. Renewal of certification.
Each certificate issued to practice as a nurse aide shall be renewed annually upon payment of any
specified fee. The nurse aide shall submit proof of compliance with any requirements of law and reg-
ulation concerning continued employment or competence as a condition of such renewal. The Board
shall establish requirements for the renewal of certifications consistent with federal law.

1989, c. 278; 2016, c. 87.

§ 54.1-3027. Exclusions.
This article shall not be construed to affect or apply to:

1. The gratuitous care of friends or family members;

2. A person for hire who does not represent himself as or hold himself out to the public as a certified
nurse aide. However, a person for hire who is not a certified nurse aide in accordance with this article
shall not hold himself out as a certified nurse aide or be employed as a certified nurse aide.

1989, c. 278.

§ 54.1-3028. Registration of nurse aides prior to October 1, 1989.
The Board shall add to its registry of certified nurse aides any individual determined by the Board of
Nursing as being qualified to be a nurse aide by reason of training in accordance with federal law
prior to October 1, 1989. Such individuals shall meet any continuing requirements of the Board to
retain certification.

1989, c. 278.

§ 54.1-3028.1. Nurse aide education programs.
Nurse aide education programs designed to prepare nurse aides for certification shall be a minimum
of 120 clock hours in length. The curriculum of such programs shall include communication and inter-
personal skills, safety and emergency procedures, personal care skills, observational and reporting
techniques, appropriate clinical care of the aged and disabled, skills for basic restorative services, cli-
ents' rights, legal aspects of practice as a certified nurse aide, occupational health and safety meas-
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ures, culturally sensitive care, and appropriate management of conflict. The Board shall promulgate
regulations to implement the provisions of this section.

1999, c. 783; 2016, cc. 109, 582.

Article 5 - Licensure of Massage Therapists

§ 54.1-3029. Qualifications for a licensed massage therapist.
A. In order to be licensed as a massage therapist, the applicant shall furnish evidence satisfactory to
the Board that the applicant:

1. Is at least 18 years old;

2. Has successfully completed a massage therapy educational program that required a minimum of
500 hours of training. The massage therapy educational program shall be certified or approved by the
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia or an agency in another state, the District of Columbia,
or a United States territory that approves educational programs, notwithstanding the provisions of §
23.1-226;

3. Has passed the Licensing Examination of the Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards or an
examination deemed acceptable to the Board of Nursing; and

4. Has not committed any acts or omissions that would be grounds for disciplinary action or denial of
licensure as set forth in this chapter.

B. The Board may issue a provisional license to an applicant prior to passing the Licensing Exam-
ination of the Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards for such time and in such manner as pre-
scribed by the Board. No more than one provisional license shall be issued to any applicant.

C. The Board may license without examination any applicant who is licensed as a massage therapist
in another state, the District of Columbia, a United States possession or territory, or another country,
and, in the opinion of the Board, meets the requirements for licensed massage therapists in the Com-
monwealth.

D. An applicant who completed a massage therapy educational program in a foreign country may
apply for licensure as a massage therapist upon submission of evidence, satisfactory to the Board,
that the applicant:

1. Is at least 18 years old;

2. Has successfully completed a massage therapy educational program in a foreign country that is
comparable to a massage therapy educational program required for licensure by the Board as demon-
strated by submission of evidence of comparability and equivalency provided by an agency that eval-
uates credentials for persons who have studied outside the United States;

3. Has passed a Board-approved English language proficiency examination; and
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4. Has not committed any acts or omissions that would be grounds for disciplinary action or denial of
licensure as set forth in this chapter.

The Board shall issue a license to an applicant who meets the requirements in this subsection upon
submission by the applicant of evidence satisfactory to the Board that the applicant has completed an
English version of the Licensing Examination of the Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards or a
comparable examination deemed acceptable to the Board.

1996, c. 166; 1997, c. 599; 2004, c. 991; 2012, c. 764; 2016, c. 324; 2020, c. 727.

§ 54.1-3029.1. Advisory Board on Massage Therapy.
The Advisory Board on Massage Therapy shall assist the Board in carrying out the provisions of this
chapter regarding the qualifications, examination, registration, regulation, and standards of pro-
fessional conduct of massage therapists as described in § 54.1-3029. The Advisory Board shall also
assist in such other matters relating to the practice of massage therapy as the Board may require.

The Advisory Board on Massage Therapy shall consist of five members to be appointed by the
Governor for four-year terms as follows: three members shall be licensed massage therapists who
have practiced in the Commonwealth for not less than three years prior to their appointment, one shall
be an administrator or faculty member of a nationally accredited school of massage therapy, and one
shall be a citizen member appointed from the Commonwealth at large.

The Advisory Board shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman from among its membership. The Advis-
ory Board shall meet at least once a year and may hold additional meetings as necessary to perform
its duties. A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business.

Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term. No person
shall be eligible to serve on the Advisory Board for more than two successive terms.

2009, c. 534; 2016, c. 324.

Article 6 - NURSE LICENSURE COMPACT [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-3030 through 54.1-3040. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2016, c. 108, cl. 3, effective July 20, 2017.

Article 6.1 - NURSE LICENSURE COMPACT

§ 54.1-3040.1. Findings and declaration of purpose.
A. The party states find that:

1. The health and safety of the public are affected by the degree of compliance with and the effect-
iveness of enforcement activities related to state nurse licensure laws;

2. Violations of nurse licensure and other laws regulating the practice of nursing may result in injury or
harm to the public;
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3. The expanded mobility of nurses and the use of advanced communication technologies as part of
our nation's health care delivery system require greater coordination and cooperation among states in
the areas of nurse licensure and regulation;

4. New practice modalities and technology make compliance with individual state nurse licensure
laws difficult and complex;

5. The current system of duplicative licensure for nurses practicing in multiple states is cumbersome
and redundant for both nurses and states; and

6. Uniformity of nurse licensure requirements throughout the states promotes public safety and public
health benefits.

B. The general purposes of this Compact are to:

1. Facilitate the states' responsibility to protect the public's health and safety;

2. Ensure and encourage the cooperation of party states in the areas of nurse licensure and reg-
ulation;

3. Facilitate the exchange of information between party states in the areas of nurse regulation, invest-
igation, and adverse actions;

4. Promote compliance with the laws governing the practice of nursing in each jurisdiction;

5. Invest all party states with the authority to hold a nurse accountable for meeting all state practice
laws in the state in which the patient is located at the time care is rendered through the mutual recog-
nition of party state licenses;

6. Decrease redundancies in the consideration and issuance of nurse licenses; and

7. Provide opportunities for interstate practice by nurses who meet uniform licensure requirements.

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.2. Definitions.
As used in the Nurse Licensure Compact, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Adverse action" means any administrative, civil, equitable or criminal action permitted by a state's
laws which is imposed by a licensing board or other authority against a nurse, including actions
against an individual's license or multistate licensure privilege such as revocation, suspension, pro-
bation, monitoring of the licensee, limitation on the licensee's practice, or any other encumbrance on
licensure affecting a nurse's authorization to practice, including issuance of a cease and desist action.

"Alternative program" means a nondisciplinary monitoring program approved by a licensing board.

"Coordinated licensure information system" means an integrated process for collecting, storing, and
sharing information on nurse licensure and enforcement activities related to nurse licensure laws that
is administered by a nonprofit organization composed of and controlled by licensing boards.

"Current significant investigative information" means:
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1. Investigative information that a licensing board, after a preliminary inquiry that includes notification
and an opportunity for the nurse to respond, if required by state law, has reason to believe is not
groundless and, if proved true, would indicate more than a minor infraction; or

2. Investigative information that indicates that the nurse represents an immediate threat to public
health and safety regardless of whether the nurse has been notified and had an opportunity to
respond.

"Encumbrance" means a revocation or suspension of, or any limitation on, the full and unrestricted
practice of nursing imposed by a licensing board.

"Home state" means the party state which is the nurse's primary state of residence.

"Licensing board" means a party state's regulatory body responsible for issuing nurse licenses.

"Multistate license" means a license to practice as a registered or a licensed practical/vocational
nurse (LPN/VN) issued by a home state licensing board that authorizes the licensed nurse to practice
in all party states under a multistate licensure privilege.

"Multistate licensure privilege" means a legal authorization associated with a multistate license per-
mitting the practice of nursing as either a registered nurse (RN) or LPN/VN in a remote state.

"Nurse" means RN or LPN/VN, as those terms are defined by each party state's practice laws.

"Party state" means any state that has adopted this Compact.

"Remote state" means a party state, other than the home state.

"Single-state license" means a nurse license issued by a party state that authorizes practice only
within the issuing state and does not include a multistate licensure privilege to practice in any other
party state.

"State" means a state, territory, or possession of the United States and the District of Columbia.

"State practice laws" means a party state's laws, rules, and regulations that govern the practice of nurs-
ing, define the scope of nursing practice, and create the methods and grounds for imposing discipline.
"State practice laws" does not include requirements necessary to obtain and retain a license, except
for qualifications or requirements of the home state.

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.3. General provisions and jurisdiction.
A. A multistate license to practice registered or licensed practical/vocational nursing issued by a home
state to a resident in that state will be recognized by each party state as authorizing a nurse to practice
as a registered nurse (RN) or as a licensed practical/vocational nurse (LPN/VN), under a multistate
licensure privilege, in each party state.

B. A state must implement procedures for considering the criminal history records of applicants for ini-
tial multistate license or licensure by endorsement. Such procedures shall include the submission of
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fingerprints or other biometric-based information by applicants for the purpose of obtaining an applic-
ant's criminal history record information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the agency
responsible for retaining that state's criminal records.

C. Each party state shall require the following for an applicant to obtain or retain a multistate license in
the home state:

1. Meets the home state's qualifications for licensure or renewal of licensure, as well as all other
applicable state laws;

2. Has (a) graduated or is eligible to graduate from a licensing board-approved RN or LPN/VN preli-
censure education program or (b) graduated from a foreign RN or LPN/VN prelicensure education pro-
gram that has been approved by the authorized accrediting body in the applicable country and has
been verified by an independent credentials review agency to be comparable to a licensing board-
approved prelicensure education program;

3. Has, if a graduate of a foreign prelicensure education program not taught in English or if English is
not the individual's native language, successfully passed an English proficiency examination that
includes the components of reading, speaking, writing, and listening;

4. Has successfully passed an NCLEX-RN® or NCLEX-PN® Examination or recognized pre-
decessor, as applicable;

5. Is eligible for or holds an active, unencumbered license;

6. Has submitted, in connection with an application for initial licensure or licensure by endorsement,
fingerprints or other biometric data for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record information from
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the agency responsible for retaining that state's criminal
records;

7. Has not been convicted or found guilty, or has entered into an agreed disposition, of a felony
offense under applicable state or federal criminal law;

8. Has not been convicted or found guilty, or has entered into an agreed disposition, of a mis-
demeanor offense related to the practice of nursing as determined on a case-by-case basis;

9. Is not currently enrolled in an alternative program;

10. Is subject to self-disclosure requirements regarding current participation in an alternative program;
and

11. Has a valid United States social security number.

D. All party states shall be authorized, in accordance with existing state due process law, to take
adverse action against a nurse's multistate licensure privilege, such as revocation, suspension, pro-
bation, or any other action that affects a nurse's authorization to practice under a multistate licensure
privilege, including cease and desist actions. If a party state takes such action, it shall promptly notify



the administrator of the coordinated licensure information system. The administrator of the coordinated
licensure information system shall promptly notify the home state of any such actions by remote states.

E. A nurse practicing in a party state must comply with the state practice laws of the state in which the
client is located at the time service is provided. The practice of nursing is not limited to patient care,
but shall include all nursing practice as defined by the state practice laws of the party state in which
the client is located. The practice of nursing in a party state under a multistate licensure privilege will
subject a nurse to the jurisdiction of the licensing board, the courts, and the laws of the party state in
which the client is located at the time service is provided.

F. Individuals not residing in a party state shall continue to be able to apply for a party state's single-
state license as provided under the laws of each party state. However, the single-state license granted
to these individuals will not be recognized as granting the privilege to practice nursing in any other
party state. Nothing in this Compact shall affect the requirements established by a party state for the
issuance of a single-state license.

G. Any nurse holding a home state multistate license, on the effective date of this Compact, may retain
and renew the multistate license issued by the nurse's then-current home state, provided that:

1. A nurse who changes primary state of residence after this Compact's effective date must meet all
applicable requirements of subsection C to obtain a multistate license from a new home state.

2. A nurse who fails to satisfy the multistate licensure requirements in subsection C due to a dis-
qualifying event occurring after this Compact's effective date shall be ineligible to retain or renew a
multistate license, and the nurse's multistate license shall be revoked or deactivated in accordance
with applicable rules adopted by the Interstate Commission of Nurse Licensure Compact Admin-
istrators (Commission).

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.4. Applications for licensure in a party state.
A. Upon application for a multistate license, the licensing board in the issuing party state shall ascer-
tain, through the coordinated licensure information system, whether the applicant has ever held, or is
the holder of, a license issued by any other state, whether there are any encumbrances on any license
or multistate licensure privilege held by the applicant, whether any adverse action has been taken
against any license or multistate licensure privilege held by the applicant, and whether the applicant is
currently participating in an alternative program.

B. A nurse may hold a multistate license issued by the home state in only one party state at a time.

C. If a nurse changes primary state of residence by moving between two party states, the nurse must
apply for licensure in the new home state, and the multistate license issued by the prior home state
will be deactivated in accordance with applicable rules adopted by the Commission.

1. The nurse may apply for licensure in advance of a change in primary state of residence.
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2. A multistate license shall not be issued by the new home state until the nurse provides satisfactory
evidence of a change in primary state of residence to the new home state and satisfies all applicable
requirements to obtain a multistate license from the new home state.

D. If a nurse changes primary state of residence by moving from a party state to a non-party state, the
multistate license issued by the prior home state will convert to a single-state license, valid only in the
former home state.

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.5. Additional authorities invested in party state licensing boards.
A. In addition to the other powers conferred by state law, a licensing board shall have the authority to:

1. Take adverse action against a nurse's multistate licensure privilege to practice within that party
state.

a. Only the home state shall have the power to take adverse action against a nurse's license issued by
the home state.

b. For purposes of taking adverse action, the home state licensing board shall give the same priority
and effect to reported conduct received from a remote state as it would if such conduct had occurred
within the home state. In so doing, the home state shall apply its own state laws to determine appro-
priate action.

2. Issue cease and desist orders or impose an encumbrance on a nurse's authority to practice within
that party state.

3. Complete any pending investigations of a nurse who changes primary state of residence during the
course of such investigations. The licensing board shall also have the authority to take appropriate
action(s) and shall promptly report the conclusions of such investigations to the administrator of the
coordinated licensure information system. The administrator of the coordinated licensure information
system shall promptly notify the new home state of any such actions.

4. Issue subpoenas for both hearings and investigations that require the attendance and testimony of
witnesses, as well as the production of evidence. Subpoenas issued by a licensing board in a party
state for the attendance and testimony of witnesses or the production of evidence from another party
state shall be enforced in the latter state by any court of competent jurisdiction, according to the prac-
tice and procedure of that court applicable to subpoenas issued in proceedings pending before it. The
issuing authority shall pay any witness fees, travel expenses, mileage, and other fees required by the
service statutes of the state in which the witnesses or evidence are located.

5. Obtain and submit, for each nurse licensure applicant, fingerprint or other biometric-based inform-
ation to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for criminal background checks, receive the results of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation record search on criminal background checks, and use the results in
making licensure decisions.
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6. If otherwise permitted by state law, recover from the affected nurse the costs of investigations and
disposition of cases resulting from any adverse action taken against that nurse.

7. Take adverse action based on the factual findings of the remote state, provided that the licensing
board follows its own procedures for taking such adverse action.

B. If adverse action is taken by the home state against a nurse's multistate license, the nurse's
multistate licensure privilege to practice in all other party states shall be deactivated until all encum-
brances have been removed from the multistate license. All home state disciplinary orders that impose
adverse action against a nurse's multistate license shall include a statement that the nurse's multistate
licensure privilege is deactivated in all party states during the pendency of the order.

C. Nothing in this Compact shall override a party state's decision that participation in an alternative
program may be used in lieu of adverse action. The home state licensing board shall deactivate the
multistate licensure privilege under the multistate license of any nurse for the duration of the nurse's
participation in an alternative program.

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.6. Coordinated licensure information system and exchange of information.
A. All party states shall participate in a coordinated licensure information system of all licensed
registered nurses (RNs) and licensed practical/vocational nurses (LPNs/VNs). This system will
include information on the licensure and disciplinary history of each nurse, as submitted by party
states, to assist in the coordination of nurse licensure and enforcement efforts.

B. The Commission, in consultation with the administrator of the coordinated licensure information sys-
tem, shall formulate necessary and proper procedures for the identification, collection, and exchange
of information under this Compact.

C. All licensing boards shall promptly report to the coordinated licensure information system any
adverse action, any current significant investigative information, denials of applications (with the reas-
ons for such denials), and nurse participation in alternative programs known to the licensing board
regardless of whether such participation is deemed nonpublic or confidential under state law.

D. Current significant investigative information and participation in nonpublic or confidential altern-
ative programs shall be transmitted through the coordinated licensure information system only to party
state licensing boards.

E. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, all party state licensing boards contributing information
to the coordinated licensure information system may designate information that may not be shared
with non-party states or disclosed to other entities or individuals without the express permission of the
contributing state.

F. Any personally identifiable information obtained from the coordinated licensure information system
by a party state licensing board shall not be shared with non-party states or disclosed to other entities
or individuals except to the extent permitted by the laws of the party state contributing the information.
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G. Any information contributed to the coordinated licensure information system that is subsequently
required to be expunged by the laws of the party state contributing that information shall also be
expunged from the coordinated licensure information system.

H. The Compact administrator of each party state shall furnish a uniform data set to the Compact
administrator of each other party state, which shall include, at a minimum:

1. Identifying information;

2. Licensure data;

3. Information related to alternative program participation; and

4. Other information that may facilitate the administration of this Compact, as determined by Com-
mission rules.

I. The Compact administrator of a party state shall provide all investigative documents and information
requested by another party state.

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.7. Establishment of the Interstate Commission of Nurse Licensure Compact Admin-
istrators.
A. The party states hereby create and establish a joint public entity known as the Interstate Com-
mission of Nurse Licensure Compact Administrators (Commission).

1. The Commission is an instrumentality of the party states.

2. Venue is proper, and judicial proceedings by or against the Commission shall be brought solely
and exclusively, in a court of competent jurisdiction where the principal office of the Commission is loc-
ated. The Commission may waive venue and jurisdictional defenses to the extent it adopts or con-
sents to participate in alternative dispute resolution proceedings.

3. Nothing in this Compact shall be construed to be a waiver of sovereign immunity.

B. Membership, voting, and meetings.

1. Each party state shall have and be limited to one administrator. The head of the state licensing
board or designee shall be the administrator of this Compact for each party state. Any administrator
may be removed or suspended from office as provided by the law of the state from which the Admin-
istrator is appointed. Any vacancy occurring in the Commission shall be filled in accordance with the
laws of the party state in which the vacancy exists.

2. Each administrator shall be entitled to one (1) vote with regard to the promulgation of rules and cre-
ation of bylaws and shall otherwise have an opportunity to participate in the business and affairs of the
Commission. An administrator shall vote in person or by such other means as provided in the bylaws.
The bylaws may provide for an administrator's participation in meetings by telephone or other means
of communication.
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3. The Commission shall meet at least once during each calendar year. Additional meetings shall be
held as set forth in the bylaws or rules of the commission.

4. All meetings shall be open to the public, and public notice of meetings shall be given in the same
manner as required under the rulemaking provisions in § 54.1-3040.8.

5. The Commission may convene in a closed, nonpublic meeting if the Commission must discuss:

a. Noncompliance of a party state with its obligations under this Compact;

b. The employment, compensation, discipline, or other personnel matters, practices, or procedures
related to specific employees or other matters related to the Commission's internal personnel prac-
tices and procedures;

c. Current, threatened, or reasonably anticipated litigation;

d. Negotiation of contracts for the purchase or sale of goods, services, or real estate;

e. Accusing any person of a crime or formally censuring any person;

f. Disclosure of trade secrets or commercial or financial information that is privileged or confidential;

g. Disclosure of information of a personal nature where disclosure would constitute a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy;

h. Disclosure of investigatory records compiled for law-enforcement purposes;

i. Disclosure of information related to any reports prepared by or on behalf of the Commission for the
purpose of investigation of compliance with this Compact; or

j. Matters specifically exempted from disclosure by federal or state statute.

6. If a meeting, or portion of a meeting, is closed pursuant to this provision, the Commission's legal
counsel or designee shall certify that the meeting may be closed and shall reference each relevant
exempting provision. The Commission shall keep minutes that fully and clearly describe all matters
discussed in a meeting and shall provide a full and accurate summary of actions taken, and the reas-
ons therefor, including a description of the views expressed. All documents considered in connection
with an action shall be identified in such minutes. All minutes and documents of a closed meeting
shall remain under seal, subject to release by a majority vote of the Commission or order of a court of
competent jurisdiction.

C. The Commission shall, by a majority vote of the administrators, prescribe bylaws or rules to govern
its conduct as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes and exercise the powers of
this Compact, including but not limited to:

1. Establishing the fiscal year of the Commission;

2. Providing reasonable standards and procedures:

a. For the establishment and meetings of other committees; and



b. Governing any general or specific delegation of any authority or function of the Commission;

3. Providing reasonable procedures for calling and conducting meetings of the Commission, ensuring
reasonable advance notice of all meetings, and providing an opportunity for attendance of such meet-
ings by interested parties, with enumerated exceptions designed to protect the public's interest, the pri-
vacy of individuals, and proprietary information, including trade secrets. The Commission may meet in
closed session only after a majority of the administrators vote to close a meeting in whole or in part. As
soon as practicable, the Commission must make public a copy of the vote to close the meeting reveal-
ing the vote of each administrator, with no proxy votes allowed;

4. Establishing the titles, duties, and authority and reasonable procedures for the election of the
officers of the Commission;

5. Providing reasonable standards and procedures for the establishment of the personnel policies and
programs of the Commission. Notwithstanding any civil service or other similar laws of any party state,
the bylaws shall exclusively govern the personnel policies and programs of the Commission; and

6. Providing a mechanism for winding up the operations of the Commission and the equitable dis-
position of any surplus funds that may exist after the termination of this Compact after the payment or
reserving of all of its debts and obligations.

D. The Commission shall publish its bylaws and rules, and any amendments thereto, in a convenient
form on the website of the Commission.

E. The Commission shall maintain its financial records in accordance with the bylaws.

F. The Commission shall meet and take such actions as are consistent with the provisions of this Com-
pact and the bylaws.

G. The Commission shall have the following powers:

1. To promulgate uniform rules to facilitate and coordinate implementation and administration of this
Compact. The rules shall have the force and effect of law and shall be binding in all party states;

2. To bring and prosecute legal proceedings or actions in the name of the Commission, provided that
the standing of any licensing board to sue or be sued under applicable law shall not be affected;

3. To purchase and maintain insurance and bonds;

4. To borrow, accept, or contract for services of personnel, including, but not limited to, employees of a
party state or nonprofit organizations;

5. To cooperate with other organizations that administer state compacts related to the regulation of
nursing, including but not limited to sharing administrative or staff expenses, office space, or other
resources;

6. To hire employees, elect or appoint officers, fix compensation, define duties, grant such individuals
appropriate authority to carry out the purposes of this Compact and to establish the Commission's



personnel policies and programs relating to conflicts of interest, qualifications of personnel, and other
related personnel matters;

7. To accept any and all appropriate donations, grants, and gifts of money, equipment, supplies, mater-
ials, and services and to receive, utilize, and dispose of the same, provided that at all times the Com-
mission shall avoid any appearance of impropriety or conflict of interest;

8. To lease, purchase, accept appropriate gifts or donations of, or otherwise to own, hold, improve, or
use, any property, whether real, personal or mixed, provided that at all times the Commission shall
avoid any appearance of impropriety;

9. To sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, abandon, or otherwise dispose of any prop-
erty, whether real, personal, or mixed;

10. To establish a budget and make expenditures;

11. To borrow money;

12. To appoint committees, including advisory committees comprised of administrators, state nursing
regulators, state legislators or their representatives, and consumer representatives and other such
interested persons;

13. To provide and receive information from, and to cooperate with, law-enforcement agencies;

14. To adopt and use an official seal; and

15. To perform such other functions as may be necessary or appropriate to achieve the purposes of
this Compact consistent with the state regulation of nurse licensure and practice.

H. Financing of the Commission.

1. The Commission shall pay, or provide for the payment of, the reasonable expenses of its estab-
lishment, organization, and ongoing activities.

2. The Commission may also levy on and collect an annual assessment from each party state to cover
the cost of its operations, activities, and staff in its annual budget as approved each year. The aggreg-
ate annual assessment amount, if any, shall be allocated based upon a formula to be determined by
the Commission, which shall promulgate a rule that is binding upon all party states.

3. The Commission shall not incur obligations of any kind prior to securing the funds adequate to meet
the same, nor shall the Commission pledge the credit of any of the party states, except by, and with
the authority of, such party state.

4. The Commission shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements. The receipts and
disbursements of the Commission shall be subject to the audit and accounting procedures estab-
lished under its bylaws. However, all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by the Com-
mission shall be audited yearly by a certified or licensed public accountant, and the report of the audit
shall be included in and become part of the annual report of the Commission.



I. Qualified immunity, defense, and indemnification.

1. The administrators, officers, executive director, employees, and representatives of the Commission
shall be immune from suit and liability, either personally or in their official capacity, for any claim for
damage to or loss of property or personal injury or other civil liability caused by or arising out of any
actual or alleged act, error, or omission that occurred, or that the person against whom the claim is
made had a reasonable basis for believing occurred, within the scope of Commission employment,
duties or responsibilities, provided that nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to protect any
such person from suit or liability for any damage, loss, injury, or liability caused by the intentional, will-
ful, or wanton misconduct of that person.

2. The Commission shall defend any administrator, officer, executive director, employee, or rep-
resentative of the Commission in any civil action seeking to impose liability arising out of any actual or
alleged act, error, or omission that occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or
responsibilities, or that the person against whom the claim is made had a reasonable basis for believ-
ing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, provided that
nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit that person from retaining his or her own counsel and
provided further that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from that person's inten-
tional, willful, or wanton misconduct.

3. The Commission shall indemnify and hold harmless any administrator, officer, executive director,
employee, or representative of the Commission for the amount of any settlement or judgment obtained
against that person arising out of any actual or alleged act, error, or omission that occurred within the
scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, or that such person had a reasonable
basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities,
provided that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from the intentional, willful, or
wanton misconduct of that person.

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.8. Rulemaking.
A. The Commission shall exercise its rulemaking powers pursuant to the criteria set forth in this Article
and the rules adopted thereunder. Rules and amendments shall become binding as of the date spe-
cified in each rule or amendment and shall have the same force and effect as provisions of this Com-
pact.

B. Rules or amendments to the rules shall be adopted at a regular or special meeting of the Com-
mission.

C. Prior to promulgation and adoption of a final rule or rules by the Commission, and at least sixty (60)
days in advance of the meeting at which the rule will be considered and voted upon, the Commission
shall file a notice of proposed rulemaking:

1. On the website of the Commission; and
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2. On the website of each licensing board or the publication in which each state would otherwise pub-
lish proposed rules.

D. The notice of proposed rulemaking shall include:

1. The proposed time, date, and location of the meeting in which the rule will be considered and voted
upon;

2. The text of the proposed rule or amendment and the reason for the proposed rule;

3. A request for comments on the proposed rule from any interested person; and

4. The manner in which interested persons may submit notice to the Commission of their intention to
attend the public hearing and submit any written comments.

E. Prior to adoption of a proposed rule, the Commission shall allow persons to submit written data,
facts, opinions, and arguments, which shall be made available to the public.

F. The Commission shall grant an opportunity for a public hearing before it adopts a rule or amend-
ment.

G. The Commission shall publish the place, time, and date of the scheduled public hearing.

1. Hearings shall be conducted in a manner providing each person who wishes to comment a fair and
reasonable opportunity to comment orally or in writing. All hearings will be recorded, and a copy will
be made available upon request.

2. Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring a separate hearing on each rule. Rules may
be grouped for the convenience of the Commission at hearings required by this section.

H. If no one appears at the public hearing, the Commission may proceed with promulgation of the pro-
posed rule.

I. Following the scheduled hearing date, or by the close of business on the scheduled hearing date if
the hearing was not held, the Commission shall consider all written and oral comments received.

J. The Commission shall, by majority vote of all administrators, take final action on the proposed rule
and shall determine the effective date of the rule, if any, based on the rulemaking record and the full
text of the rule.

K. Upon determination that an emergency exists, the Commission may consider and adopt an emer-
gency rule without prior notice, opportunity for comment, or hearing, provided that the usual rule-
making procedures provided in this Compact and in this section shall be retroactively applied to the
rule as soon as reasonably possible, in no event later than ninety (90) days after the effective date of
the rule. For the purposes of this provision, an emergency rule is one that must be adopted imme-
diately in order to:

1. Meet an imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare;

2. Prevent a loss of Commission or party state funds; or



3. Meet a deadline for the promulgation of an administrative rule that is required by federal law or rule.

L. The Commission may direct revisions to a previously adopted rule or amendment for purposes of
correcting typographical errors, errors in format, errors in consistency, or grammatical errors. Public
notice of any revisions shall be posted on the website of the Commission. The revision shall be sub-
ject to challenge by any person for a period of thirty (30) days after posting. The revision may be chal-
lenged only on grounds that the revision results in a material change to a rule. A challenge shall be
made in writing, and delivered to the Commission, prior to the end of the notice period. If no challenge
is made, the revision will take effect without further action. If the revision is challenged, the revision
may not take effect without the approval of the Commission.

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.9. Oversight, dispute resolution, and enforcement.
A. Oversight.

1. Each party state shall enforce this Compact and take all actions necessary and appropriate to effec-
tuate this Compact's purposes and intent.

2. The Commission shall be entitled to receive service of process in any proceeding that may affect
the powers, responsibilities, or actions of the Commission and shall have standing to intervene in
such a proceeding for all purposes. Failure to provide service of process in such proceeding to the
Commission shall render a judgment or order void as to the Commission, this Compact, or pro-
mulgated rules.

B. Default, technical assistance and termination.

1. If the Commission determines that a party state has defaulted in the performance of its obligations
or responsibilities under this Compact or the promulgated rules, the Commission shall:

a. Provide written notice to the defaulting state and other party states of the nature of the default, the
proposed means of curing the default, or any other action to be taken by the Commission; and

b. Provide remedial training and specific technical assistance regarding the default.

2. If a state in default fails to cure the default, the defaulting state's membership in this Compact may
be terminated upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the administrators, and all rights, privileges, and
benefits conferred by this Compact may be terminated on the effective date of termination. A cure of
the default does not relieve the offending state of obligations or liabilities incurred during the period of
default.

3. Termination of membership in this Compact shall be imposed only after all other means of securing
compliance have been exhausted. Notice of intent to suspend or terminate shall be given by the Com-
mission to the governor of the defaulting state and to the executive officer of the defaulting state's
licensing board and to each of the party states.
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4. A state whose membership in this Compact has been terminated is responsible for all assessments,
obligations, and liabilities incurred through the effective date of termination, including obligations that
extend beyond the effective date of termination.

5. The Commission shall not bear any costs related to a state that is found to be in default or whose
membership in this Compact has been terminated unless agreed upon in writing between the Com-
mission and the defaulting state.

6. The defaulting state may appeal the action of the Commission by petitioning the U.S. District Court
for the District of Columbia or the federal district in which the Commission has its principal offices. The
prevailing party shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including reasonable attorney fees.

C. Dispute resolution.

1. Upon request by a party state, the Commission shall attempt to resolve disputes related to the Com-
pact that arise among party states and between party and non-party states.

2. The Commission shall promulgate a rule providing for both mediation and binding dispute res-
olution for disputes, as appropriate.

3. In the event the Commission cannot resolve disputes among party states arising under this Com-
pact:

a. The party states may submit the issues in dispute to an arbitration panel, which will be comprised of
individuals appointed by the Compact administrator in each of the affected party states and an indi-
vidual mutually agreed upon by the Compact administrators of all the party states involved in the dis-
pute.

b. The decision of a majority of the arbitrators shall be final and binding.

D. Enforcement.

1. The Commission, in the reasonable exercise of its discretion, shall enforce the provisions and rules
of this Compact.

2. By majority vote, the Commission may initiate legal action in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia or the federal district in which the Commission has its principal offices against a party state
that is in default to enforce compliance with the provisions of this Compact and its promulgated rules
and bylaws. The relief sought may include both injunctive relief and damages. In the event judicial
enforcement is necessary, the prevailing party shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including
reasonable attorney fees.

3. The remedies herein shall not be the exclusive remedies of the Commission. The Commission may
pursue any other remedies available under federal or state law.

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.10. Effective date, withdrawal, and amendment.
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A. This Compact shall become effective and binding on the earlier of the date of legislative enactment
of this Compact into law by no less than twenty-six (26) states or December 31, 2018. All party states
to this Compact that also were parties to the prior Nurse Licensure Compact (Prior Compact) super-
seded by this Compact shall be deemed to have withdrawn from said Prior Compact within six (6)
months after the effective date of this Compact.

B. Each party state to this Compact shall continue to recognize a nurse's multistate licensure privilege
to practice in that party state issued under the Prior Compact until such party state has withdrawn from
the Prior Compact.

C. Any party state may withdraw from this Compact by enacting a statute repealing the same. A party
state's withdrawal shall not take effect until six (6) months after enactment of the repealing statute.

D. A party state's withdrawal or termination shall not affect the continuing requirement of the with-
drawing or terminated state's licensing board to report adverse actions and significant investigations
occurring prior to the effective date of such withdrawal or termination.

E. Nothing contained in this Compact shall be construed to invalidate or prevent any nurse licensure
agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a party state and a non-party state that is made
in accordance with the other provisions of this Compact.

F. This Compact may be amended by the party states. No amendment to this Compact shall become
effective and binding upon the party states unless and until it is enacted into the laws of all party
states.

G. Representatives of non-party states to this Compact shall be invited to participate in the activities of
the Commission, on a nonvoting basis, prior to the adoption of this Compact by all states.

2016, c. 108.

§ 54.1-3040.11. Construction and severability.
This Compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of
this Compact shall be severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision of this Compact is
declared to be contrary to the constitution of any party state or of the United States, or if the applic-
ability thereof to any government, agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of this Compact and the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person, or cir-
cumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this Compact shall be held to be contrary to the constitution
of any party state, this Compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining party states
and in full force and effect as to the party state affected as to all severable matters.

2016, c. 108.

Article 7 - MEDICATION AIDES

§ 54.1-3041. Registration required.
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A medication aide who administers drugs that would otherwise be self-administered to residents in an
assisted living facility licensed by the Department of Social Services shall be registered by the Board.

2005, cc. 610, 924.

§ 54.1-3042. Application for registration by competency evaluation.
A. Every applicant for registration as a medication aide by competency evaluation shall pay the
required application fee and shall submit written evidence that the applicant:

1. Has not committed any act that would be grounds for discipline or denial of registration under this
article;

2. Has successfully completed a staff training program in direct care approved by the Department of
Social Services or an approved nurse aide education program;

3. Has successfully completed an education or training program approved by the Board that shall
include one of the following:

a. A medication aide education or training program approved by the Board that shall be 68 hours com-
bined classroom instruction and clinical skills practice curriculum; or

b. A nursing education program preparing for registered nurse or practical nurse licensure; and

4. Has successfully completed a competency evaluation consisting of both a clinical evaluation of min-
imal competency and a written examination as specified by the Board.

B. The Board shall (i) make the written examination available in both electronic and non-electronic
format, (ii) provide sufficient locations for the administration of any written examination required for
registration under this section, to ensure adequate access to the written examination for all applicants,
(iii) establish a procedure pursuant to which an examination shall be offered at or near the location of
an education or training course, upon the request of five or more applicants, provided that the security
of the examination and the integrity of the administration of the examination are ensured and that any
additional costs are born by the requesting applicants, and (iv) provide written notice to applicants of
the results of any competency examination completed by the applicants within seven days of com-
pletion of the examination.

C. Any applicant under this section who has provided to the Board evidence of successful completion
of the education or training course required for registration may act as a medication aide on a pro-
visional basis for no more than 120 days before successfully completing any required competency
evaluation. However, upon notification of failure to successfully complete the written examination after
three attempts, an applicant shall immediately cease acting as a medication aide.

D. Any applicant under this section who shall apply by endorsement from any state or the District of
Columbia that requires registration of medication aides who has met the requirements of registration
in such jurisdiction may be deemed eligible to sit for the competency evaluation required pursuant to
this section, subject to approval of the Board.

2005, cc. 610, 924; 2009, cc. 133, 837.
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§ 54.1-3043. Continuing training required.
Every applicant for registration as a medication aide shall complete ongoing training related to the
administration of medications as required by the Board.

2005, cc. 610, 924.

Chapter 31 - NURSING HOME AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY
ADMINISTRATORS

§ 54.1-3100. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Assisted living facility" means any public or private assisted living facility, as defined in § 63.2-100,
that is required to be licensed as an assisted living facility by the Department of Social Services under
the provisions of Subtitle IV (§ 63.2-1700 et seq.) of Title 63.2.

"Assisted living facility administrator" means any individual charged with the general administration of
an assisted living facility, regardless of whether he has an ownership interest in the facility.

"Board" means the Board of Long-Term Care Administrators.

"Nursing home" means any public or private facility required to be licensed as a nursing home under
the provisions of Chapter 5 (§ 32.1-123 et seq.) of Title 32.1 and the regulations of the Board of
Health.

"Nursing home administrator" means any individual charged with the general administration of a nurs-
ing home regardless of whether he has an ownership interest in the facility.

1970, c. 775, § 54-900; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 610, 924.

§ 54.1-3101. Board of Long-Term Care Administrators; terms; officers; quorum; special meetings.
The Board of Long-Term Care Administrators is established as a policy board, within the meaning of §
2.2-2100, in the executive branch of state government. The Board of Long-Term Care Administrators
shall consist of nine nonlegislative citizen members to be appointed by the Governor. Nonlegislative
citizen members shall be appointed as follows: three who are licensed nursing home administrators;
three who are assisted living facility administrators; two who are from professions and institutions con-
cerned with the care and treatment of chronically ill and elderly or mentally impaired patients or res-
idents; and one who is a resident of a nursing home or assisted living facility or a family member or
guardian of a resident of a nursing home or assisted living facility. One of the licensed nursing home
administrators shall be an administrator of a proprietary nursing home. Nonlegislative citizen members
of the Board shall be citizens of the Commonwealth.

After the initial staggering of terms, the terms of Board members shall be four years. Appointments to
fill vacancies, other than by expiration of a term, shall be for the unexpired terms. Vacancies shall be
filled in the same manner as the original appointments. All members may be reappointed consistent
with § 54.1-107.
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The Board shall annually elect a chairman and vice-chairman from among its membership. Five mem-
bers of the Board, including one who is not a licensed nursing home administrator or assisted living
facility administrator, shall constitute a quorum. Special meetings of the Board shall be called by the
chairman upon the written request of any three members.

All members shall be reimbursed for all reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the per-
formance of their duties as provided in §§ 2.2-2813 and 2.2-2825. Funding for the costs of expenses
shall be provided by the Department of Health Professions.

The Department of Health Professions shall provide staff support to the Board. All agencies of the
Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the Board, upon request.

The Board shall be authorized to promulgate canons of ethics under which the professional activities
of persons regulated shall be conducted.

1970, c. 775, §§ 54-903, 54-907; 1973, c. 379; 1981, c. 447; 1987, c. 686, § 54-903.1; 1988, c. 765;
2001, cc. 527, 554; 2005, cc. 610, 924.

§ 54.1-3102. License required.
A. In order to engage in the general administration of a nursing home, it shall be necessary to hold a
nursing home administrator's license issued by the Board.

B. In order to engage in the general administration of an assisted living facility, it shall be necessary to
hold an assisted living facility administrator's license or a nursing home administrator's license issued
by the Board. However, an administrator of an assisted living facility licensed only to provide res-
idential living care, as defined in § 63.2-100, shall not be required to be licensed.

1979, c. 408, § 54-901.1; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 610, 924.

§ 54.1-3102.1. Waiver of experiential requirements for licensure authorized.
The Board may waive the experiential or practicum requirements for an applicant for a nursing home
administrator's license if the applicant demonstrates significant experience, such as, but not limited to,
twenty years of executive experience as an officer in the home office of one or more multi-facility nurs-
ing home companies and a minimum of four years of executive responsibility for the operation of one
or more nursing homes.

1996, c. 762.

§ 54.1-3103. Administrator required for operation of nursing home; operation after death, illness,
etc., of administrator; notification of Board.
All licensed nursing homes within the Commonwealth shall be under the supervision of an admin-
istrator licensed by the Board. If a licensed nursing home administrator dies, becomes ill, resigns or is
discharged, the nursing home that was administered by him at the time of his death, illness, resig-
nation or discharge may continue to operate until his successor qualifies, but in no case for longer
than is permitted by the licensing authority for the nursing home. The temporary supervisor or admin-
istrator shall immediately notify the Board of Long-Term Care Administrators and the Commissioner of
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Health that the nursing home is operating without the supervision of a licensed nursing home admin-
istrator.

1970, c. 775, § 54-901; 1974, c. 600; 1988, c. 765; 2005, cc. 610, 924.

§ 54.1-3103.1. Administrator required for operation of assisted living facility; operation after death,
illness, etc., of administrator; notification of Board; administrators operating more than one facility.
A. All licensed assisted living facilities within the Commonwealth shall be under the supervision of an
administrator licensed by the Board, except as provided in subsection B of § 54.1-3102. If a licensed
assisted living facility administrator dies, resigns, is discharged, or becomes unable to perform his
duties, the assisted living facility may continue to operate with an acting administrator in accordance
with the provisions of § 63.2-1803. The facility shall immediately notify the Board of Long-Term Care
Administrators and the regional licensing office of the Department of Social Services that the assisted
living facility is operating without the supervision of a licensed assisted living facility administrator and
shall provide the last date of employment of the licensed administrator. When an acting administrator
is named, he shall notify the Department of Social Services of his employment and, if he is intending
to assume the position permanently, submit a completed application for an approved administrator-in-
training program to the Board within 10 days of employment.

B. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit an assisted living administrator from serving as the admin-
istrator of record for more than one assisted living facility as permitted by regulations of the licensing
authority for the facility.

2005, cc. 610, 924; 2011, c. 609.

Chapter 32 - OPTOMETRY

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-3200. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board of Optometry.

"Optometrist" means any person practicing the profession of optometry as defined in this chapter and
the regulations of the Board.

"Practice of optometry" means practice in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-3201.

"TPA-certified optometrist" means an optometrist who is licensed under this chapter and who has suc-
cessfully completed the requirements for TPA certification established by the Board pursuant to Article
5 (§ 54.1-3222 et seq.).

The foregoing shall not restrict the authority of any optometrist licensed or certified under this chapter
for the removal of superficial foreign bodies from the human eye and its adnexa or from delegating to
personnel in his personal employ and supervised by him, such activities or functions as are nondis-
cretionary and do not require the exercise of professional judgment for their performance and which
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are usually or customarily delegated to such persons by optometrists, if such activities or functions are
authorized by and performed for such optometrists and responsibility for such activities or functions is
assumed by such optometrists.

Code 1950, § 54-368; 1988, cc. 243, 737, 765; 1991, c. 290; 1996, cc. 152, 158, 365, 436; 2004, c.
744; 2015, c. 355; 2018, c. 280; 2022, cc. 16, 17.

§ 54.1-3201. What constitutes practice of optometry.
A. The practice of optometry includes:

1. Examination of the human eye to ascertain the presence of defects or abnormal conditions that may
be corrected or relieved by the use of lenses, prisms or ocular exercises, or visual training or orth-
optics and the prescribing or adapting of lenses, prisms or ocular exercises, or visual training or orth-
optics for the correction, relief, remediation, or prevention of such conditions;

2. Employment of any subjective or objective mechanism to determine the accommodative or refract-
ive states of the human eye or range or power of vision of the human eye;

3. Use of testing appliances for the purpose of the measurement of the powers of vision;

4. Examination, diagnosis, and optometric treatment in accordance with this chapter of conditions and
visual or muscular anomalies of the human eye;

5. Evaluation, examination, diagnosis, and treatment of abnormal or diseased conditions of the human
eye and its adnexa by the use of medically recognized and appropriate devices, procedures, or tech-
nologies;

6. Preoperative and postoperative care related to the human eye and adnexa; and

7. Use of diagnostic pharmaceutical agents set forth in § 54.1-3221.

B. Except as provided in §§ 54.1-3222 and 54.1-3225, the practice of optometry does not include treat-
ment through:

1. Surgery, including:

a. Retina laser procedures; laser procedures into the vitreous chamber of the eye to treat vitreous, ret-
inal, or macular disease; laser in situ keratomileusis and photorefractive keratectomy eye surgery; or
other laser surgery;

b. Penetrating keratoplasty and corneal transplants;

c. Surgery (i) related to removal of the eye; (ii) requiring a full-thickness incision or excision of the
cornea or sclera; (iii) requiring physical incision of the iris and ciliary body, including the diathermy,
and cryotherapy; (iv) requiring incision of the vitreous humor or retina; (v) requiring full-thickness con-
junctivoplasty with a graft or flap; (vi) of the eyelid for incisional cosmetic or functional repair, or bleph-
arochalasis, ptosis, or tarsorrhaphy treatment; (vii) of the bony orbit, including orbital implants; (viii)
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requiring surgical extraction of the crystalline lens; or (ix) requiring surgical anterior or posterior cham-
ber intraocular implants; or

d. Incisional or excisional surgery of the (i) extraocular muscles; (ii) lacrimal system, other than prob-
ing or related procedures; or (iii) pterygium surgery;

2. Cryotherapy of the ciliary body;

3. Iodizing radiation;

4. The use of injections, including venipuncture and intravenous injections;

5. Administration of or surgery using general anesthesia; or

6. Other invasive modalities.

C. An optometrist may (i) treat certain diseases or abnormal conditions of the human eye and its
adnexa with certain therapeutic pharmaceutical agents as permitted under this chapter and (ii) admin-
ister intramuscular epinephrine for the treatment of emergency cases of anaphylactic shock.

D. Any person who in any way advertises himself as an optometrist or uses the title of doctor of opto-
metry (O.D.) or any other letters or title in connection with his name which in any way conveys the
impression that he is engaged in the practice of optometry shall be deemed to be practicing optometry
within the meaning of this chapter.

Code 1950, § 54-368; 1988, cc. 243, 737, 765; 2022, cc. 16, 17.

§ 54.1-3202. Exemptions.
This chapter shall not apply to:

1. Physicians licensed to practice medicine by the Board of Medicine or to prohibit the sale of non-
prescription eyeglasses and sunglasses;

2. Any optometrist rendering free health care to an underserved population in the Commonwealth who
(i) does not regularly practice optometry in the Commonwealth; (ii) holds a current valid license or cer-
tificate to practice optometry in another state, territory, district, or possession of the United States; (iii)
volunteers to provide free health care in an underserved area of the Commonwealth under the aus-
pices of a publicly supported, all volunteer nonprofit organization that sponsors the provision of health
care to populations of underserved people; (iv) files a copy of his license or certification in such other
jurisdiction with the Board; (v) notifies the Board at least five business days prior to the voluntary pro-
vision of services of the dates and location of such service; and (vi) acknowledges, in writing, that
such licensure exemption shall only be valid, in compliance with the Board's regulations, during the
limited period that such free health care is made available through the volunteer nonprofit organization
on the dates and at the location filed with the Board. The Board may deny the right to practice in the
Commonwealth to any optometrist whose license or certificate has been previously suspended or
revoked, who has been convicted of a felony, or who is otherwise found to be in violation of applicable
laws or regulations. However, the Board shall allow an optometrist who meets the criteria of this
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subdivision to provide volunteer services without prior notice for a period of up to three days, provided
the nonprofit organization verifies that the practitioner has a valid, unrestricted license in another state;
or

3. Any student, intern, or trainee in optometry who is performing optometric services under the direct
supervision of a licensed optometrist or ophthalmologist as part of a course of study at an accredited
institution of higher education.

Code 1950, § 54-369; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 740; 2008, c. 674; 2009, cc. 353, 761; 2023, c. 268.

§ 54.1-3203. License to be displayed.
Every person practicing optometry shall display his license in a conspicuous place in the principal
office in which he practices.

Code 1950, § 54-386; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3204. Prohibited acts.
It shall be unlawful for any person:

1. To practice optometry in this Commonwealth without holding a license issued by the Board. Prac-
ticing or offering to practice optometry, or the public representation of being qualified to practice the
same by any person not authorized to practice optometry, shall be sufficient evidence of a violation of
the law.

2. To impersonate a licensed optometrist of like or different name.

3. To buy or sell or fraudulently obtain a diploma or license.

4. To do any act for which if he were an optometrist his license could be revoked as provided by this
chapter.

5. To possess any trial lenses, trial frames, graduated test cards, appliances or instruments used in
the practice of optometry, self-testing devices or eyeglass vending machines for the purpose of fitting
or prescribing glasses in the practice of optometry, unless he is or unless he regularly employs on the
premises a licensed optometrist or a licensed physician.

6. To publish or cause to be published in any manner an advertisement that is false, deceptive or mis-
leading, contains a claim of professional superiority or violates regulations of the Board governing
advertising by optometrists.

7. To sell, provide, furnish, supply or duplicate eyeglasses, or lenses for the correction of vision
without the prescription of a licensed physician or licensed optometrist, unless he is the holder of a
license to practice optometry or a license to practice medicine under the laws of this Commonwealth.

8. To sell or dispense contact lenses, including plano or cosmetic lenses, without holding a license
issued by the Board. This subdivision shall not apply to a licensed optician operating or working in a
retail establishment, when selling or dispensing contact lenses, including plano or cosmetic lenses,
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upon the valid written prescription of an individual licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy, or a
licensed optometrist.

9. To dispense, administer, or sell an ophthalmic device containing Schedule III, IV, or VI controlled
substances or an over-the-counter medication without holding a license issued by the Board, includ-
ing TPA certification. An "ophthalmic device" shall mean any device, as defined in the Drug Control
Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) customarily used primarily for ophthalmic purposes, including an ophthalmic
device classified by the United States Food and Drug Administration as a drug. Nothing in this sub-
section shall preclude a pharmacist from dispensing an ophthalmic device, as defined in this sub-
section, upon the written and valid prescription of an optometrist, providing the patient is then advised
by the pharmacist to return for follow-up care to the optometrist prescribing the ophthalmic device.

The provisions of this section shall be enforced in accordance with this chapter and § 54.1-2506.

Code 1950, § 54-396; 1976, c. 758; 1977, c. 161; 1979, c. 39; 1988, c. 765; 2009, cc. 353, 761.

§ 54.1-3205. Practicing in a commercial or mercantile establishment.
A. It shall be unlawful for any optometrist to practice his profession as a lessee of or in a commercial or
mercantile establishment, or to advertise, either in person or through any commercial or mercantile
establishment, that he is a licensed practitioner and is practicing or will practice optometry as a lessee
of or in the commercial or mercantile establishment.

B. No licensed optometrist shall practice optometry as an employee, directly or indirectly, of a com-
mercial or mercantile establishment, unless such commercial or mercantile establishment was employ-
ing a full-time licensed optometrist in its established place of business on June 21, 1938.

C. For the purposes of this section, the term "commercial or mercantile establishment" means a busi-
ness enterprise engaged in the selling of commodities.

D. For the purposes of this section, an optometrist shall be deemed to be practicing in a commercial or
mercantile establishment if he practices, whether directly or indirectly, as an officer, employee, lessee
or agent of any person or entity in any location that provides direct access to or from a commercial or
mercantile establishment. Direct access includes any entrance or exit, except an entrance or exit
closed to the public and used solely for emergency egress pursuant to applicable state and local build-
ing and fire safety codes, that prohibits a person from exiting the building or structure occupied by
such practice or establishment (i) onto an exterior sidewalk or public way or (ii) into a common area
that is not under the control of either the optometry practice or the commercial or mercantile estab-
lishment, such as into the common areas of an enclosed shopping mall. For the purposes of this sec-
tion, neither an optometric practice nor an ophthalmologic practice which sells eyeglasses or contact
lenses ancillary to its practice shall be deemed a commercial or mercantile establishment. Further,
any entity that is engaged in the sale of eyeglasses or contact lenses, the majority of the beneficial
ownership of which is owned by an ophthalmologic practice and/or one or more ophthalmologists,
shall not be deemed a commercial or mercantile establishment.
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E. This section shall not be construed to prohibit the rendering of professional services to the officers
and employees of any person, firm or corporation by an optometrist, whether or not the compensation
for such service is paid by the officers and employees, or by the employer, or jointly by all or any of
them.

Code 1950, §§ 54-388, 54-397.1; 1968, c. 505; 1976, c. 758; 1977, c. 161; 1979, c. 39; 1988, c. 765;
2005, cc. 711, 720.

§ 54.1-3205.1. Supervision by unlicensed persons prohibited.
No optometrist shall be directly or indirectly supervised within the scope of the practice of optometry
by any officer, employee, or agent of a commercial or mercantile establishment, as defined in sub-
section C of § 54.1-3205, who is not a Virginia-licensed optometrist or physician. No officer,
employee, or agent of a commercial or mercantile establishment, who is not a Virginia-licensed opto-
metrist or physician, shall directly or indirectly control, dictate, or influence the professional judgment,
including but not limited to the level or type of care or services rendered, of the practice of optometry
by a licensed optometrist.

1990, c. 307.

§ 54.1-3206. Report of conviction or injunction to Board; revocation or suspension of license.
It shall be the duty of the clerk of every circuit court in which any person is convicted of any violation of
this chapter or enjoined from unlawfully practicing optometry to report the same to the Board. The
Board may thereupon suspend or revoke any certificate or license held by the person so convicted or
enjoined. Every such report shall be directed to the secretary of the Board.

1979, c. 39, § 54-398.02; 1988, c. 765.

Article 2 - Board of Optometry

§ 54.1-3207. Board of Optometry.
The Board shall be composed of six members as follows: five licensed optometrists and one citizen
member. Licensed optometrists appointed to the Board shall be individuals who, at the time of appoint-
ment, (i) have been engaged in the practice of optometry for at least five years, (ii) have met all require-
ments for practice as an optometrist set forth in this chapter and are qualified to engage in the full
scope of the practice of optometry, and (iii) are actively engaged in the delivery of clinical care to
patients. The terms of office of the members shall be four years.

Code 1950, §§ 54-371, 54-375; 1979, c. 39; 1986, c. 464; 1988, cc. 42, 765; 1996, cc. 152, 158; 2019,
c. 340.

§ 54.1-3208. Nominations.
Nominations may be made for each professional vacancy from a list of at least three names submitted
to the Governor by the Virginia Optometric Association, Incorporated. The Governor may notify the
Association promptly of any professional vacancy other than by expiration and like nominations may
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be made for the filling of the vacancy. In no case shall the Governor be bound to make any appoint-
ment from among the nominees of the Association.

Code 1950, § 54-372; 1986, c. 464; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3209. Oaths and testimony.
Any member of the Board may, upon being designated by a majority of the Board, administer oaths or
take testimony concerning any matter within the jurisdiction of the Board.

Code 1950, § 54-377; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3210. Seal; executive director.
The Board shall adopt a seal of which the executive director shall have the custody. The executive dir-
ector shall keep a record of all proceedings of the Board, which shall be open to the public for inspec-
tion.

Code 1950, § 54-378; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3211. Examination.
The Board shall set the necessary standards to be attained in the examinations to entitle the can-
didate to receive a license to practice optometry.

The Board may determine a score that it considers satisfactory on any written examination of the
National Board of Examiners in Optometry.

Those persons licensed on or before June 30, 1997, to practice optometry in the Commonwealth but
not certified to administer diagnostic pharmaceutical agents may continue to practice optometry but
may not administer diagnostic pharmaceutical agents without satisfying the requirements of this sec-
tion. Those persons licensed after June 30, 1997, shall be considered as certified to administer dia-
gnostic pharmaceutical agents. After June 30, 2004, every person who is initially licensed to practice
optometry in the Commonwealth shall meet the qualifications for a TPA-certified optometrist.

Code 1950, §§ 54-380 through 54-382; 1972, c. 824; 1973, c. 90; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 365, 436;
2004, c. 744; 2023, c. 268.

Article 3 - LICENSURE OF OPTOMETRISTS

§ 54.1-3212. Qualifications of applicants.
An application for a license to practice optometry shall be made in writing and shall be accompanied
by satisfactory proof that the applicant has been graduated and received a doctor of optometry degree
from a school of optometry approved by the Board.

Code 1950, § 54-382; 1972, c. 824; 1973, c. 90; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3213. License to practice optometry; requirements; renewal; fees.
A. Every candidate successfully passing the examination shall be licensed by the Board if such can-
didate possesses the qualifications required by law and regulation to practice optometry.
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B. In order to be qualified for licensure as an optometrist, every applicant shall demonstrate com-
petency for certification to prescribe for and treat diseases or abnormal conditions of the human eye
and its adnexa with therapeutic pharmaceutical agents (TPAs). Requirements for TPA certification
shall include:

1. Satisfactory completion of such didactic and clinical training programs for the treatment of diseases
and abnormal conditions of the eye and its adnexa as are determined to be reasonable and necessary
by the Board to ensure an appropriate standard of medical care for patients; and

2. Passage of such examinations as are determined to be reasonable and necessary by the Board to
ensure an appropriate standard of medical care for patients.

C. Every license to practice optometry granted under the provisions of this chapter shall be renewed at
such time, in such manner, and upon payment of such fees as the Board may prescribe.

Code 1950, §§ 54-383, 54-393, 54-394; 1970, c. 341; 1976, c. 32; 1977, c. 161; 1979, c. 39; 1988, c.
765; 2023, c. 268.

§ 54.1-3214. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2016, c. 92, cl. 1.

§ 54.1-3215. Board actions; reprimand, suspension, revocation, etc.
The Board may refuse to admit an applicant to any examination; refuse to grant or renew a license or
certificate; reprimand, place on probation, or impose a monetary penalty on a licensee; or impose
such terms as it may designate, suspend for a stated period of time, or revoke any license or certificate
for any of the following causes:

1. Fraud or deceit in his practice;

2. Conviction of any felony under the laws of the Commonwealth, another state, the District of
Columbia, or any United States possession or territory or of any misdemeanor under such laws
involving moral turpitude;

3. Conducting his practice in such a manner as to endanger the health and welfare of his patients or
the public;

4. Use of alcohol or drugs to the extent such use renders him unsafe to practice optometry or mental or
physical illness rendering him unsafe to practice optometry;

5. Knowingly and willfully employing an unlicensed person to do anything for which a license to prac-
tice optometry is required;

6. Neglecting or refusing to display his license for the current year;

7. Obtaining of any fee by fraud or misrepresentation or the practice of deception or fraud upon any
patient;

8. Advertising that directly or indirectly deceives, misleads, or defrauds the public, claims professional
superiority, or offers free optometrical services or examinations;
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9. Employing, procuring, or inducing a person not licensed to practice optometry to so practice;

10. Aiding or abetting in the practice of optometry any person not duly licensed to practice in the Com-
monwealth;

11. Advertising, practicing, or attempting to practice optometry under a name other than one's own
name as set forth on the license;

12. Lending, leasing, renting, or in any other manner placing his license at the disposal or in the ser-
vice of any person not licensed to practice optometry in the Commonwealth;

13. Splitting or dividing a fee with any person or persons other than with a licensed optometrist who is
a legal partner or comember of a professional limited liability company formed to engage in the prac-
tice of optometry;

14. Practicing optometry where any officer, employee, or agent of a commercial or mercantile estab-
lishment, as defined in subsection C of § 54.1-3205, who is not licensed in the Commonwealth to prac-
tice optometry or medicine directly or indirectly controls, dictates, or influences the professional
judgment, including but not limited to the level or type of care or services rendered, of the licensed
optometrist;

15. Violating other standards of conduct as adopted by the Board;

16. Violating, assisting, inducing, or cooperating with others in violating any provisions of law relating
to the practice of optometry, including the provisions of this chapter or of any regulation of the Board.

Code 1950, § 54-388; 1968, c. 505; 1976, c. 758; 1977, c. 161; 1979, c. 39; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 307;
1992, c. 574; 1999, c. 937; 2023, c. 268.

§ 54.1-3216. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, c. 64.

§ 54.1-3217. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1997, c. 556.

§ 54.1-3218. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2003, cc. 753 and 762.

§ 54.1-3219. Continuing education.
A. As a prerequisite to renewal of a license or reinstatement of a license, each optometrist shall be
required to complete 20 hours of continuing education relating to optometry, as approved by the
Board, each year. A licensee who completes more than 20 hours of continuing education in a year
shall be allowed to carry forward up to 10 hours of continuing education for the next annual renewal
cycle. The courses shall include, but need not be limited to, the utilization and application of new tech-
niques, scientific and clinical advances, and new achievements of research. The Board shall pre-
scribe criteria for approval of courses of study. Fulfillment of education requirements shall be certified
to the Board upon a form provided by the Board and shall be submitted by each licensed optometrist
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at the time he applies to the Board for the renewal of his license. The Board may waive individual
requirements in cases of certified illness or undue hardship.

B. Of the 20 hours of continuing education relating to optometry required pursuant to subsection A:

1. At least 10 hours shall be obtained through real-time, interactive activities, including in-person or
electronic presentations, provided that during the course of the presentation, the licensee and the lec-
turer may communicate with one another;

2. No more than two hours may consist of courses related to recordkeeping, including coding for dia-
gnostic and treatment devices and procedures or the management of an optometry practice, provided
that such courses are not primarily for the purpose of augmenting the licensee's income or promoting
the sale of specific instruments or products; and

3. For TPA-certified optometrists, at least 10 hours shall be in the areas of ocular and general phar-
macology, diagnosis and treatment of the human eye and its adnexa, including treatment with new
pharmaceutical agents, or new or advanced clinical devices, techniques, modalities, or procedures.

C. Nothing in this section shall prevent or limit the authority of the Board to require additional hours or
types of continuing education as part or in lieu of disciplinary action.

1976, c. 32, § 54-394.1; 1988, c. 765; 2016, c. 89; 2023, c. 268.

Article 4 - CERTIFICATION FOR ADMINISTRATION OF DIAGNOSTIC
PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS

§ 54.1-3220. Certification for administration of diagnostic pharmaceutical agents.
In order to become certified to administer diagnostic pharmaceutical agents for the purpose of examin-
ing and determining abnormal or diseased conditions of the human eye or related structures, an opto-
metrist shall:

1. Complete successfully a Board-approved course in general and ocular pharmacology as it relates
to the practice of optometry which shall consist of at least fifty-five classroom hours including a min-
imum of fifteen classroom hours in general pharmacology, twenty classroom hours in ocular phar-
macology and twenty classroom hours of clinical laboratory presented by a college or university
accredited by a regional or professional accreditation organization which is recognized or approved
by the Council on Post Secondary Accreditation or by the United States Department of Education.

2. Pass a Board-approved, performance-based examination on general and ocular pharmacology
designed to test knowledge of the proper use, characteristics, pharmacological effects, indications,
contraindications and emergency care associated with the use of diagnostic pharmaceutical agents
as defined in this article.

1983, c. 6, § 54-386.1; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 365, 436.

§ 54.1-3221. Diagnostic pharmaceutical agents defined; utilization; acquisition.
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A. Optometrists certified to administer diagnostic pharmaceutical agents or optometrists licensed after
June 30, 1997, may administer diagnostic pharmaceutical agents only by topical application to the
human eye. For purposes of this section, "diagnostic pharmaceutical agents" means Schedule VI con-
trolled substances as set forth in the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) that are used for the pur-
pose of examining and determining abnormal or diseased conditions of the human eye or related
structures.

B. Any optometrist who utilizes diagnostic pharmaceutical agents without being certified to administer
diagnostic pharmaceutical agents or licensed after June 30, 1997, shall be subject to the disciplinary
sanctions provided in this chapter.

C. Licensed drug suppliers or pharmacists are authorized to supply optometrists with diagnostic phar-
maceutical agents upon presentation of evidence of Board certification for administration of such
drugs or an optometrist license issued after June 30, 1997.

1983, c. 6, § 54-386.2; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 146; 2004, c. 744; 2023, c. 268.

Article 5 - Certification for Administration of Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents
(TPAs)

§ 54.1-3222. TPA certification; certification for treatment of diseases or abnormal conditions with
therapeutic pharmaceutical agents (TPAs).
TPA certification shall enable an optometrist to prescribe and administer, within his scope of practice,
Schedule II controlled substances consisting of hydrocodone in combination with acetaminophen and
Schedules III through VI controlled substances and devices as set forth in the Drug Control Act (§
54.1-3400 et seq.) to treat diseases and abnormal conditions of the human eye and its adnexa as
determined by the Board, within the following conditions:

1. Treatment with oral therapeutic pharmaceutical agents shall be limited to (i) analgesics included on
Schedule II controlled substances as defined in § 54.1-3448 of the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et
seq.) consisting of hydrocodone in combination with acetaminophen, and analgesics included on
Schedules III through VI, as defined in §§ 54.1-3450 and 54.1-3455 of the Drug Control Act, which are
appropriate to alleviate ocular pain and (ii) other Schedule VI controlled substances as defined in §
54.1-3455 of the Drug Control Act appropriate to treat diseases and abnormal conditions of the human
eye and its adnexa.

2. Therapeutic pharmaceutical agents shall include topically applied Schedule VI drugs as defined in
§ 54.1-3455 of the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.).

3. Administration of therapeutic pharmaceutical agents by injection shall be limited to the treatment of
chalazia by means of injection of a steroid included in Schedule VI controlled substances as set forth
in § 54.1-3455 of the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.). A TPA-certified optometrist shall provide
written evidence to the Board that he has completed a didactic and clinical training course provided by
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an accredited school or college of optometry that includes training in administration of TPAs by injec-
tion prior to administering TPAs by injection pursuant to this subdivision.

4. Treatment of angle closure glaucoma shall be limited to initiation of immediate emergency care.

5. Treatment of infantile or congenital glaucoma shall be prohibited.

6. Treatment through surgery or other invasive modalities shall not be permitted, except as provided in
subdivision 3 or for treatment of emergency cases of anaphylactic shock with intramuscular epi-
nephrine.

7. Entities permitted or licensed by the Board of Pharmacy to distribute or dispense drugs, including,
but not limited to, wholesale distributors and pharmacists, shall be authorized to supply TPA-certified
optometrists with those therapeutic pharmaceutical agents specified by the Board on the TPA-For-
mulary.

1996, cc. 152, 158; 2004, c. 744; 2015, c. 355; 2018, c. 280; 2023, c. 268.

§ 54.1-3223. Regulations relating to therapeutic pharmaceutical agents; TPA-Formulary Com-
mittee.
A. The Board shall promulgate such regulations governing the treatment of diseases and abnormal
conditions of the human eye and its adnexa with therapeutic pharmaceutical agents by TPA-certified
optometrists as are reasonable and necessary to ensure an appropriate standard of medical care for
patients, including, but not limited to, determinations of the diseases and abnormal conditions of the
human eye and its adnexa that may be treated by TPA-certified optometrists, treatment guidelines,
and the drugs specified on the TPA-Formulary.

In order to maintain a current and appropriate list of therapeutic pharmaceuticals on the TPA-For-
mulary, current and appropriate treatment guidelines, and current and appropriate determinations of
diseases and abnormal conditions of the eye and its adnexa that may be treated by TPA-certified opto-
metrists, the Board may, from time to time, amend such regulations. Such regulations shall be exempt
from the requirements of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), except to any extent that
they may be specifically made subject to §§ 2.2-4024, 2.2-4030, and 2.2-4031; the Board's regulations
shall, however, comply with § 2.2-4103 of the Virginia Register Act (§ 2.2-4100 et seq.). The Board
shall, however, conduct a public hearing prior to making amendments to the TPA-Formulary, the treat-
ment guidelines or the determinations of diseases and abnormal conditions of the eye and its adnexa
that may be treated by TPA-certified optometrists. Thirty days prior to conducting such hearing, the
Board shall give written notice by mail or electronic means of the date, time, and place of the hearing
to all currently TPA-certified optometrists and any other persons requesting to be notified of the hear-
ings and publish notice of its intention to amend the list in the Virginia Register of Regulations. During
the public hearing, interested parties shall be given reasonable opportunity to be heard and present
information prior to final adoption of any TPA-Formulary amendments. Proposed and final amend-
ments of the list shall also be published, pursuant to § 2.2-4031, in the Virginia Register of Regu-
lations. Final amendments to the TPA-Formulary shall become effective upon filing with the Registrar
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of Regulations. The TPA-Formulary shall be the inclusive list of the therapeutic pharmaceutical
agents that a TPA-certified optometrist may prescribe.

B. To assist in the specification of the TPA-Formulary, there shall be a seven-member TPA-Formulary
Committee, as follows: three Virginia TPA-certified optometrists to be appointed by the Board of Opto-
metry, one pharmacist appointed by the Board of Pharmacy from among its licensees, two oph-
thalmologists appointed by the Board of Medicine from among its licensees, and the chairman who
shall be appointed by the Board of Optometry from among its members. The ophthalmologists appoin-
ted by the Board of Medicine shall have demonstrated, through professional experience, knowledge of
the optometric profession. In the event the Board of Pharmacy or the Board of Medicine fails to make
appointments to the TPA-Formulary Committee within 30 days following the Board of Optometry's
requesting such appointments, or within 30 days following any subsequent vacancy, the Board of
Optometry shall appoint such members.

The TPA-Formulary Committee shall recommend to the Board those therapeutic pharmaceutical
agents to be included on the TPA-Formulary for the treatment of diseases and abnormal conditions of
the eye and its adnexa by TPA-certified optometrists.

1996, cc. 152, 158; 2004, c. 744; 2023, c. 268.

§ 54.1-3224. Denial, etc., of TPA certification; disciplinary actions; summary suspension under cer-
tain circumstances.
A. The Board of Optometry may deny, refuse to renew, revoke, or suspend any TPA-certificate issued
to a TPA-certified optometrist, or applied for by a licensed optometrist in accordance with the pro-
visions of this article, or may discipline or reprimand any certificate holder for violations of this chapter
or the Board's regulations.

B. The Board may take action summarily to suspend a TPA-certified optometrist's certification under
this section by means of a telephone conference call if, in the opinion of a majority of the Board, (i) a
good faith effort to convene a regular meeting of the Board has failed and (ii) there is an imminent
danger to the public health or safety which warrants this action.

1996, cc. 152, 158.

Article 6 - Certification to Perform of Laser Surgery

§ 54.1-3225. Certification to perform laser surgery.
A. The Board shall certify an optometrist to perform laser surgery consisting of peripheral iridotomy,
selective laser trabeculoplasty, and YAG capsulotomy for the medically appropriate and recognized
treatment of the human eye through revision, destruction, or other structural alteration of the tissue of
the eye using laser technology upon submission by the optometrist of evidence satisfactory to the
Board that he:

1. Is certified by the Board to prescribe for and treat diseases or abnormal conditions of the human eye
and its adnexa with therapeutic pharmaceutical agents pursuant to § 54.1-3222; and
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2. Has satisfactorily completed such didactic and clinical training programs provided by an accredited
school or college of optometry that includes training in the use of lasers for the medically appropriate
and recognized treatment of the human eye as the Board may require.

B. The Board shall indicate on any license issued pursuant to this chapter to an optometrist certified to
perform laser surgery pursuant to this section that the optometrist is so certified.

2022, cc. 16, 17.

Chapter 33 - Pharmacy

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-3300. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board of Pharmacy.

"Collaborative agreement" means a voluntary, written, or electronic arrangement between one phar-
macist and his designated alternate pharmacists involved directly in patient care at a single physical
location where patients receive services and (i) any person licensed to practice medicine, osteopathy,
or podiatry together with any person licensed, registered, or certified by a health regulatory board of
the Department of Health Professions who provides health care services to patients of such person
licensed to practice medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry; (ii) a physician's office as defined in § 32.1-
276.3, provided that such collaborative agreement is signed by each physician participating in the col-
laborative agreement; (iii) any licensed physician assistant working under the supervision of a person
licensed to practice medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry; or (iv) any licensed advanced practice
registered nurse working in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, involved directly in patient
care which authorizes cooperative procedures with respect to patients of such practitioners. Col-
laborative procedures shall be related to treatment using drug therapy, laboratory tests, or medical
devices, under defined conditions or limitations, for the purpose of improving patient outcomes. A col-
laborative agreement is not required for the management of patients of an inpatient facility.

"Dispense" means to deliver a drug to an ultimate user or research subject by or pursuant to the lawful
order of a practitioner, including the prescribing and administering, packaging, labeling, or com-
pounding necessary to prepare the substance for delivery.

"Pharmacist" means a person holding a license issued by the Board to practice pharmacy.

"Pharmacy" means every establishment or institution in which drugs, medicines, or medicinal chem-
icals are dispensed or offered for sale, or a sign is displayed bearing the word or words "pharmacist,"
"pharmacy," "apothecary," "drugstore," "druggist," "drugs," "medicine store," "drug sundries," "pre-
scriptions filled," or any similar words intended to indicate that the practice of pharmacy is being con-
ducted.
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"Pharmacy intern" means a student currently enrolled in or a graduate of an approved school of phar-
macy who is registered with the Board for the purpose of gaining the practical experience required to
apply for licensure as a pharmacist.

"Pharmacy technician" means a person registered with the Board to assist a pharmacist under the
pharmacist's supervision.

"Pharmacy technician trainee" means a person registered with the Board for the purpose of per-
forming duties restricted to a pharmacy technician as part of a pharmacy technician training program
in accordance with the provisions of subsection G of § 54.1-3321.

"Practice of pharmacy" means the personal health service that is concerned with the art and science
of selecting, procuring, recommending, administering, preparing, compounding, packaging, and dis-
pensing of drugs, medicines, and devices used in the diagnosis, treatment, or prevention of disease,
whether compounded or dispensed on a prescription or otherwise legally dispensed or distributed,
and shall include (i) the proper and safe storage and distribution of drugs; (ii) the maintenance of
proper records; (iii) the responsibility of providing information concerning drugs and medicines and
their therapeutic values and uses in the treatment and prevention of disease; (iv) the management of
patient care under the terms of a collaborative agreement as defined in this section; and (v) the ini-
tiating of treatment with or dispensing or administering of certain drugs, devices, or controlled
paraphernalia in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-3303.1.

"Supervision" means the direction and control by a pharmacist of the activities of a pharmacy intern or
a pharmacy technician whereby the supervising pharmacist is physically present in the pharmacy or in
the facility in which the pharmacy is located when the intern or technician is performing duties restric-
ted to a pharmacy intern or technician, respectively, and is available for immediate oral com-
munication.

Other terms used in the context of this chapter shall be defined as provided in Chapter 34 (§ 54.1-
3400 et seq.) unless the context requires a different meaning.

Code 1950, §§ 54-399, 54-487; 1952, c. 451; 1958, c. 551, § 54-524.2; 1966, c. 193; 1968, c. 582;
1970, c. 650; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 94; 1972, c. 798; 1975, c. 425; 1976, c. 14; 1977, c. 193; 1978, c. 833;
1979, c. 435; 1980, c. 150; 1988, c. 765; 1999, cc. 895, 1011; 2001, c. 317; 2002, c. 411; 2013, c. 192;
2018, c. 776; 2020, cc. 102, 237, 731; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 214; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3300.1. Participation in collaborative agreements; regulations to be promulgated by the
Boards of Medicine and Pharmacy.
A. A pharmacist and his designated alternate pharmacists involved directly in patient care may par-
ticipate with (i) any person licensed to practice medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry together with any per-
son licensed, registered, or certified by a health regulatory board of the Department of Health
Professions who provides health care services to patients of such person licensed to practice medi-
cine, osteopathy, or podiatry; (ii) a physician's office as defined in § 32.1-276.3, provided that such col-
laborative agreement is signed by each physician participating in the collaborative agreement; (iii) any
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licensed physician assistant working in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2951.1; or (iv) any
licensed advanced practice registered nurse working in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-
2957, involved directly in patient care in collaborative agreements which authorize cooperative pro-
cedures related to treatment using drug therapy, laboratory tests, or medical devices, under defined
conditions or limitations, for the purpose of improving patient outcomes for patients who meet the cri-
teria set forth in the collaborative agreement. However, no person licensed to practice medicine, osteo-
pathy, or podiatry, or licensed as an advanced practice registered nurse or physician assistant, shall
be required to participate in a collaborative agreement with a pharmacist and his designated alternate
pharmacists, regardless of whether a professional business entity on behalf of which the person is
authorized to act enters into a collaborative agreement with a pharmacist and his designated alternate
pharmacists.

B. A patient who meets the criteria for inclusion in the category of patients whose care is subject to a
collaborative agreement and who chooses to not participate in a collaborative procedure shall notify
the prescriber of his refusal to participate in such collaborative procedure. A prescriber may elect to
have a patient not participate in a collaborative procedure by contacting the pharmacist or his des-
ignated alternative pharmacists or by documenting the same on the patient's prescription.

C. Collaborative agreements may include the implementation, modification, continuation, or dis-
continuation of drug therapy pursuant to written or electronic protocols, provided implementation of
drug therapy occurs following diagnosis by the prescriber; the ordering of laboratory tests; or other
patient care management measures related to monitoring or improving the outcomes of drug or device
therapy. No such collaborative agreement shall exceed the scope of practice of the respective parties.
Any pharmacist who deviates from or practices in a manner inconsistent with the terms of a col-
laborative agreement shall be in violation of § 54.1-2902; such violation shall constitute grounds for
disciplinary action pursuant to §§ 54.1-2400 and 54.1-3316.

D. Collaborative agreements may only be used for conditions which have protocols that are clinically
accepted as the standard of care, or are approved by the Boards of Medicine and Pharmacy. The
Boards of Medicine and Pharmacy shall jointly develop and promulgate regulations to implement the
provisions of this section and to facilitate the development and implementation of safe and effective
collaborative agreements between the appropriate practitioners and pharmacists. The regulations
shall include guidelines concerning the use of protocols, and a procedure to allow for the approval or
disapproval of specific protocols by the Boards of Medicine and Pharmacy if review is requested by a
practitioner or pharmacist.

E. Nothing in this section shall be construed to supersede the provisions of § 54.1-3303.

1999, cc. 895, 1011; 2013, c. 192; 2018, c. 776; 2020, cc. 46, 232, 731; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3301. Exceptions.
This chapter shall not be construed to:
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1. Interfere with any legally qualified practitioner of dentistry, or veterinary medicine or any physician
acting on behalf of the Virginia Department of Health or local health departments, in the compounding
of his prescriptions or the purchase and possession of drugs as he may require;

2. Prevent any legally qualified practitioner of dentistry, or veterinary medicine or any prescriber, as
defined in § 54.1-3401, acting on behalf of the Virginia Department of Health or local health depart-
ments, from administering or supplying to his patients the medicines that he deems proper under the
conditions of § 54.1-3303 or from causing drugs to be administered or dispensed pursuant to §§ 32.1-
42.1 and 54.1-3408, except that a veterinarian shall only be authorized to dispense a compounded
drug, distributed from a pharmacy, when (i) the animal is his own patient, (ii) the animal is a com-
panion animal as defined in regulations promulgated by the Board of Veterinary Medicine, (iii) the
quantity dispensed is no more than a seven-day supply, (iv) the compounded drug is for the treatment
of an emergency condition, and (v) timely access to a compounding pharmacy is not available, as
determined by the prescribing veterinarian;

3. Prohibit the sale by merchants and retail dealers of proprietary medicines as defined in Chapter 34
(§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) of this title;

4. Prevent the operation of automated drug dispensing systems in hospitals pursuant to Chapter 34 (§
54.1-3400 et seq.) of this title;

5. Prohibit the employment of ancillary personnel to assist a pharmacist as provided in the regulations
of the Board;

6. Interfere with any legally qualified practitioner of medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry from purchasing,
possessing or administering controlled substances to his own patients or providing controlled sub-
stances to his own patients in a bona fide medical emergency or providing manufacturers' pro-
fessional samples to his own patients;

7. Interfere with any legally qualified practitioner of optometry, certified or licensed to use diagnostic
pharmaceutical agents, from purchasing, possessing or administering those controlled substances as
specified in § 54.1-3221 or interfere with any legally qualified practitioner of optometry certified to pre-
scribe therapeutic pharmaceutical agents from purchasing, possessing, or administering to his own
patients those controlled substances as specified in § 54.1-3222 and the TPA formulary, providing
manufacturers' samples of these drugs to his own patients, or dispensing, administering, or selling
ophthalmic devices as authorized in § 54.1-3204;

8. Interfere with any physician assistant with prescriptive authority receiving and dispensing to his own
patients manufacturers' professional samples of controlled substances and devices that he is author-
ized, in compliance with the provisions of § 54.1-2952.1, to prescribe according to his practice setting
and a written agreement with a physician or podiatrist;



9. Interfere with any licensed advanced practice registered nurse with prescriptive authority receiving
and dispensing to his own patients manufacturers' professional samples of controlled substances and
devices that he is authorized, in compliance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957.01, to prescribe;

10. Interfere with any legally qualified practitioner of medicine or osteopathy participating in an indi-
gent patient program offered by a pharmaceutical manufacturer in which the practitioner sends a pre-
scription for one of his own patients to the manufacturer, and the manufacturer donates a stock bottle
of the prescription drug ordered at no cost to the practitioner or patient. The practitioner may dispense
such medication at no cost to the patient without holding a license to dispense from the Board of Phar-
macy. However, the container in which the drug is dispensed shall be labeled in accordance with the
requirements of § 54.1-3410, and, unless directed otherwise by the practitioner or the patient, shall
meet standards for special packaging as set forth in § 54.1-3426 and Board of Pharmacy regulations.
In lieu of dispensing directly to the patient, a practitioner may transfer the donated drug with a valid pre-
scription to a pharmacy for dispensing to the patient. The practitioner or pharmacy participating in the
program shall not use the donated drug for any purpose other than dispensing to the patient for whom
it was originally donated, except as authorized by the donating manufacturer for another patient meet-
ing that manufacturer's requirements for the indigent patient program. Neither the practitioner nor the
pharmacy shall charge the patient for any medication provided through a manufacturer's indigent
patient program pursuant to this subdivision. A participating pharmacy, including a pharmacy par-
ticipating in bulk donation programs, may charge a reasonable dispensing or administrative fee to off-
set the cost of dispensing, not to exceed the actual costs of such dispensing. However, if the patient is
unable to pay such fee, the dispensing or administrative fee shall be waived;

11. Interfere with any legally qualified practitioner of medicine or osteopathy from providing controlled
substances to his own patients in a free clinic without charge when such controlled substances are
donated by an entity other than a pharmaceutical manufacturer as authorized by subdivision 10. The
practitioner shall first obtain a controlled substances registration from the Board and shall comply with
the labeling and packaging requirements of this chapter and the Board's regulations; or

12. Prevent any pharmacist from providing free health care to an underserved population in Virginia
who (i) does not regularly practice pharmacy in Virginia, (ii) holds a current valid license or certificate
to practice pharmacy in another state, territory, district or possession of the United States, (iii) volun-
teers to provide free health care to an underserved area of this Commonwealth under the auspices of
a publicly supported all volunteer, nonprofit organization that sponsors the provision of health care to
populations of underserved people, (iv) files a copy of the license or certificate issued in such other jur-
isdiction with the Board, (v) notifies the Board at least five business days prior to the voluntary pro-
vision of services of the dates and location of such service, and (vi) acknowledges, in writing, that
such licensure exemption shall only be valid, in compliance with the Board's regulations, during the
limited period that such free health care is made available through the volunteer, nonprofit organ-
ization on the dates and at the location filed with the Board. The Board may deny the right to practice
in Virginia to any pharmacist whose license has been previously suspended or revoked, who has



been convicted of a felony or who is otherwise found to be in violation of applicable laws or reg-
ulations. However, the Board shall allow a pharmacist who meets the above criteria to provide volun-
teer services without prior notice for a period of up to three days, provided the nonprofit organization
verifies that the practitioner has a valid, unrestricted license in another state.

This section shall not be construed as exempting any person from the licensure, registration, per-
mitting and record keeping requirements of this chapter or Chapter 34 of this title.

Code 1950, § 54-481; 1966, c. 171; 1968, c. 582, § 54-524.53; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.54; 1972, c.
798; 1988, cc. 765, 904; 1989, c. 510; 1998, c. 101; 1999, cc. 745, 750; 2000, c. 924; 2001, c. 465;
2002, cc. 666, 707, 740; 2003, c. 794; 2008, c. 674; 2009, cc. 101, 353, 761; 2012, c. 213; 2014, c.
147; 2018, cc. 100, 776; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3302. Restrictions on practitioners of the healing arts.
A practitioner of the healing arts shall not sell or dispense controlled substances except as provided in
§§ 54.1-2914 and 54.1-3304.1. Such exceptions shall extend only to his own patients unless he is
licensed to practice pharmacy.

Code 1950, § 54-481; 1966, c. 171; 1968, c. 582, § 54-524.53; 1970, c. 650; 1972, c. 798; 1988, c.
765; 1989, c. 510.

§ 54.1-3303. Prescriptions to be issued and drugs to be dispensed for medical or therapeutic pur-
poses only.
A. A prescription for a controlled substance may be issued only by a practitioner of medicine, osteo-
pathy, podiatry, dentistry or veterinary medicine who is authorized to prescribe controlled substances,
a licensed advanced practice registered nurse pursuant to § 54.1-2957.01, a licensed certified mid-
wife pursuant to § 54.1-2957.04, a licensed physician assistant pursuant to § 54.1-2952.1, or a TPA-
certified optometrist pursuant to Article 5 (§ 54.1-3222 et seq.) of Chapter 32.

B. A prescription shall be issued only to persons or animals with whom the practitioner has a bona
fide practitioner-patient relationship or veterinarian-client-patient relationship. If a practitioner is provid-
ing expedited partner therapy consistent with the recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, then a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship shall not be required.

A bona fide practitioner-patient relationship shall exist if the practitioner has (i) obtained or caused to
be obtained a medical or drug history of the patient; (ii) provided information to the patient about the
benefits and risks of the drug being prescribed; (iii) performed or caused to be performed an appro-
priate examination of the patient, either physically or by the use of instrumentation and diagnostic
equipment through which images and medical records may be transmitted electronically; and (iv) ini-
tiated additional interventions and follow-up care, if necessary, especially if a prescribed drug may
have serious side effects. Except in cases involving a medical emergency, the examination required
pursuant to clause (iii) shall be performed by the practitioner prescribing the controlled substance, a
practitioner who practices in the same group as the practitioner prescribing the controlled substance,
or a consulting practitioner.
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A practitioner who has established a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship with a patient in accord-
ance with the provisions of this subsection may prescribe Schedule II through VI controlled sub-
stances to that patient.

A practitioner who has established a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship with a patient in accord-
ance with the provisions of this subsection may prescribe Schedule II through VI controlled sub-
stances to that patient via telemedicine if such prescribing is in compliance with federal requirements
for the practice of telemedicine and, in the case of the prescribing of a Schedule II through V controlled
substance, the prescriber maintains a practice at a physical location in the Commonwealth or is able
to make appropriate referral of patients to a licensed practitioner located in the Commonwealth in
order to ensure an in-person examination of the patient when required by the standard of care.

A prescriber may establish a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship for the purpose of prescribing
Schedule II through VI controlled substances by an examination through face-to-face interactive, two-
way, real-time communications services or store-and-forward technologies when all of the following
conditions are met: (a) the patient has provided a medical history that is available for review by the pre-
scriber; (b) the prescriber obtains an updated medical history at the time of prescribing; (c) the pre-
scriber makes a diagnosis at the time of prescribing; (d) the prescriber conforms to the standard of
care expected of in-person care as appropriate to the patient's age and presenting condition, including
when the standard of care requires the use of diagnostic testing and performance of a physical exam-
ination, which may be carried out through the use of peripheral devices appropriate to the patient's
condition; (e) the prescriber is actively licensed in the Commonwealth and authorized to prescribe; (f)
if the patient is a member or enrollee of a health plan or carrier, the prescriber has been credentialed
by the health plan or carrier as a participating provider and the diagnosing and prescribing meets the
qualifications for reimbursement by the health plan or carrier pursuant to § 38.2-3418.16; (g) upon
request, the prescriber provides patient records in a timely manner in accordance with the provisions
of § 32.1-127.1:03 and all other state and federal laws and regulations; (h) the establishment of a bona
fide practitioner-patient relationship via telemedicine is consistent with the standard of care, and the
standard of care does not require an in-person examination for the purpose of diagnosis; and (i) the
establishment of a bona fide practitioner patient relationship via telemedicine is consistent with federal
law and regulations and any waiver thereof. Nothing in this paragraph shall apply to (1) a prescriber
providing on-call coverage per an agreement with another prescriber or his prescriber's professional
entity or employer; (2) a prescriber consulting with another prescriber regarding a patient's care; or (3)
orders of prescribers for hospital out-patients or in-patients.

For purposes of this section, a bona fide veterinarian-client-patient relationship is one in which a veter-
inarian, another veterinarian within the group in which he practices, or a veterinarian with whom he is
consulting has assumed the responsibility for making medical judgments regarding the health of and
providing medical treatment to an animal as defined in § 3.2-6500, other than an equine as defined in
§ 3.2-6200, a group of agricultural animals as defined in § 3.2-6500, or bees as defined in § 3.2-4400,
and a client who is the owner or other caretaker of the animal, group of agricultural animals, or bees



has consented to such treatment and agreed to follow the instructions of the veterinarian. Evidence
that a veterinarian has assumed responsibility for making medical judgments regarding the health of
and providing medical treatment to an animal, group of agricultural animals, or bees shall include evid-
ence that the veterinarian (A) has sufficient knowledge of the animal, group of agricultural animals, or
bees to provide a general or preliminary diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal, group of agri-
cultural animals, or bees; (B) has made an examination of the animal, group of agricultural animals, or
bees, either physically or by the use of instrumentation and diagnostic equipment through which
images and medical records may be transmitted electronically or has become familiar with the care
and keeping of that species of animal or bee on the premises of the client, including other premises
within the same operation or production system of the client, through medically appropriate and timely
visits to the premises at which the animal, group of agricultural animals, or bees are kept; and (C) is
available to provide follow-up care.

C. A prescription shall only be issued for a medicinal or therapeutic purpose in the usual course of
treatment or for authorized research. A prescription not issued in the usual course of treatment or for
authorized research is not a valid prescription. A practitioner who prescribes any controlled substance
with the knowledge that the controlled substance will be used otherwise than for medicinal or thera-
peutic purposes shall be subject to the criminal penalties provided in § 18.2-248 for violations of the
provisions of law relating to the distribution or possession of controlled substances.

D. No prescription shall be filled unless a bona fide practitioner-patient-pharmacist relationship exists.
A bona fide practitioner-patient-pharmacist relationship shall exist in cases in which a practitioner pre-
scribes, and a pharmacist dispenses, controlled substances in good faith to a patient for a medicinal
or therapeutic purpose within the course of his professional practice.

In cases in which it is not clear to a pharmacist that a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship exists
between a prescriber and a patient, a pharmacist shall contact the prescribing practitioner or his agent
and verify the identity of the patient and name and quantity of the drug prescribed.

Any person knowingly filling an invalid prescription shall be subject to the criminal penalties provided
in § 18.2-248 for violations of the provisions of law relating to the sale, distribution or possession of
controlled substances.

E. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary and consistent with recommendations of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the Department of Health, a practitioner may prescribe
Schedule VI antibiotics and antiviral agents to other persons in close contact with a diagnosed patient
when (i) the practitioner meets all requirements of a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship, as
defined in subsection B, with the diagnosed patient and (ii) in the practitioner's professional judgment,
the practitioner deems there is urgency to begin treatment to prevent the transmission of a com-
municable disease. In cases in which the practitioner is an employee of or contracted by the Depart-
ment of Health or a local health department, the bona fide practitioner-patient relationship with the
diagnosed patient, as required by clause (i), shall not be required.



F. A pharmacist may dispense a controlled substance pursuant to a prescription of an out-of-state prac-
titioner of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, dentistry, optometry, or veterinary medicine, an advanced
practice registered nurse, or a physician assistant authorized to issue such prescription if the pre-
scription complies with the requirements of this chapter and the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et
seq.).

G. A licensed advanced practice registered nurse who is authorized to prescribe controlled sub-
stances pursuant to § 54.1-2957.01 may issue prescriptions or provide manufacturers' professional
samples for controlled substances and devices as set forth in the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et
seq.) in good faith to his patient for a medicinal or therapeutic purpose within the scope of his pro-
fessional practice.

H. A licensed physician assistant who is authorized to prescribe controlled substances pursuant to §
54.1-2952.1 may issue prescriptions or provide manufacturers' professional samples for controlled
substances and devices as set forth in the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) in good faith to his
patient for a medicinal or therapeutic purpose within the scope of his professional practice.

I. A TPA-certified optometrist who is authorized to prescribe controlled substances pursuant to Article
5 (§ 54.1-3222 et seq.) of Chapter 32 may issue prescriptions in good faith or provide manufacturers'
professional samples to his patients for medicinal or therapeutic purposes within the scope of his pro-
fessional practice for the drugs specified on the TPA-Formulary, established pursuant to § 54.1-3223,
which shall be limited to (i) analgesics included on Schedule II controlled substances as defined in §
54.1-3448 of the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) consisting of hydrocodone in combination with
acetaminophen; (ii) oral analgesics included in Schedules III through VI, as defined in §§ 54.1-3450
and 54.1-3455 of the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.), which are appropriate to relieve ocular
pain; (iii) other oral Schedule VI controlled substances, as defined in § 54.1-3455 of the Drug Control
Act, appropriate to treat diseases and abnormal conditions of the human eye and its adnexa; (iv) top-
ically applied Schedule VI drugs, as defined in § 54.1-3455 of the Drug Control Act; and (v) intra-
muscular administration of epinephrine for treatment of emergency cases of anaphylactic shock.

J. The requirement for a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship shall be deemed to be satisfied by a
member or committee of a hospital's medical staff when approving a standing order or protocol for the
administration of influenza vaccinations and pneumococcal vaccinations in a hospital in compliance
with § 32.1-126.4.

K. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a prescriber may authorize a registered nurse or
licensed practical nurse to approve additional refills of a prescribed drug for no more than 90 con-
secutive days, provided that (i) the drug is classified as a Schedule VI drug; (ii) there are no changes
in the prescribed drug, strength, or dosage; (iii) the prescriber has a current written protocol, access-
ible by the nurse, that identifies the conditions under which the nurse may approve additional refills;
and (iv) the nurse documents in the patient's chart any refills authorized for a specific patient pursuant
to the protocol and the additional refills are transmitted to a pharmacist in accordance with the



allowances for an authorized agent to transmit a prescription orally or by facsimile pursuant to sub-
section C of § 54.1-3408.01 and regulations of the Board.

1983, c. 528, § 54-524.50:1; 1985, c. 336; 1988, c. 765; 1991, cc. 519, 524; 1992, c. 793; 1996, cc.
152, 158, 408; 1997, c. 806; 1998, c. 101; 1999, c. 745; 2000, cc. 882, 924; 2001, c. 465; 2003, c. 639;
2004, c. 744; 2006, c. 432; 2010, c. 74; 2015, cc. 32, 115; 2016, c. 86; 2017, cc. 58, 110; 2018, cc. 373,
380, 790; 2019, c. 335; 2020, c. 464; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 200, 201, 301, 302; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3303.1. Initiating of treatment with and dispensing and administering of controlled sub-
stances by pharmacists.
A. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-3303, a pharmacist may initiate treatment with, dispense,
or administer the following drugs, devices, controlled paraphernalia, and other supplies and equip-
ment to persons 18 years of age or older with whom the pharmacist has a bona fide pharmacist-
patient relationship and in accordance with a statewide protocol developed by the Board in col-
laboration with the Board of Medicine and the Department of Health and set forth in regulations of the
Board:

1. Naloxone or other opioid antagonist, including such controlled paraphernalia, as defined in § 54.1-
3466, as may be necessary to administer such naloxone or other opioid antagonist;

2. Epinephrine;

3. Injectable or self-administered hormonal contraceptives, provided the patient completes an assess-
ment consistent with the United States Medical Eligibility Criteria for Contraceptive Use;

4. Prenatal vitamins for which a prescription is required;

5. Dietary fluoride supplements, in accordance with recommendations of the American Dental Asso-
ciation for prescribing of such supplements for persons whose drinking water has a fluoride content
below the concentration recommended by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services;

6. Drugs as defined in § 54.1-3401, devices as defined in § 54.1-3401, controlled paraphernalia as
defined in § 54.1-3466, and other supplies and equipment available over-the-counter, covered by the
patient's health carrier when the patient's out-of-pocket cost is lower than the out-of-pocket cost to pur-
chase an over-the-counter equivalent of the same drug, device, controlled paraphernalia, or other sup-
plies or equipment;

7. Vaccines included on the Immunization Schedule published by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and vaccines for COVID-19;

8. Tuberculin purified protein derivative for tuberculosis testing;

9. Controlled substances for the prevention of human immunodeficiency virus, including controlled
substances prescribed for pre-exposure and post-exposure prophylaxis pursuant to guidelines and
recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention;
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10. Nicotine replacement and other tobacco cessation therapies, including controlled substances as
defined in the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.), together with providing appropriate patient coun-
seling;

11. Controlled substances or devices for the initiation of treatment of the following diseases or con-
ditions for which clinical decision making can be guided by a clinical test that is classified as waived
under the federal Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of 1988: group A Streptococcus bac-
teria infection, influenza virus infection, COVID-19 virus infection, and urinary tract infection; and

12. Tests for COVID-19 and other coronaviruses.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-3303, a pharmacist may initiate treatment with, dispense,
or administer the following drugs and devices to persons three years of age or older in accordance
with a statewide protocol as set forth in regulations of the Board:

1. (Contingent Effective Date) Vaccines included on the Immunization Schedule published by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and vaccines for COVID-19; and

2. (Contingent Effective Date) Tests for COVID-19 and other coronaviruses.

C. A pharmacist who initiates treatment with or dispenses or administers a drug or device pursuant to
this section shall notify the patient's primary health care provider that the pharmacist has initiated treat-
ment with such drug or device or that such drug or device has been dispensed or administered to the
patient, provided that the patient consents to such notification. No pharmacist shall limit the ability of
notification to be sent to the patient's primary care provider by requiring use of electronic mail that is
secure or compliant with the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (42 U.S.C. §
1320d et seq.). If the patient does not have a primary health care provider, the pharmacist shall coun-
sel the patient regarding the benefits of establishing a relationship with a primary health care provider
and provide information regarding primary health care providers, including federally qualified health
centers, free clinics, or local health departments serving the area in which the patient is located. If the
pharmacist is initiating treatment with, dispensing, or administering injectable or self-administered hor-
monal contraceptives, the pharmacist shall counsel the patient regarding seeking preventative care,
including (i) routine well-woman visits, (ii) testing for sexually transmitted infections, and (iii) pap
smears.

D. A pharmacist who administers a vaccination pursuant to subdivisions A 7 and B 1 shall report such
administration to the Virginia Immunization Information System in accordance with the requirements of
§ 32.1-46.01.

E. A pharmacist who initiates treatment with, dispenses, or administers drugs, devices, controlled
paraphernalia, and other supplies and equipment pursuant to this section shall obtain a history from
the patient, including questioning the patient for any known allergies, adverse reactions, con-
traindications, or health diagnoses or conditions that would be adverse to the initiation of treatment,
dispensing, or administration.



F. A pharmacist may initiate treatment with, dispense, or administer drugs, devices, controlled
paraphernalia, and other supplies and equipment pursuant to this section through telemedicine ser-
vices, as defined in § 38.2-3418.16, in compliance with all requirements of § 54.1-3303 and consistent
with the applicable standard of care.

G. A pharmacist who administers a vaccination to a minor pursuant to subdivision B 1 shall provide
written notice to the minor's parent or guardian that the minor should visit a pediatrician annually.

2020, c. 731; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 214; 2022, cc. 790, 791; 2023, cc. 171, 172.

§ 54.1-3304. Licensing of physicians to dispense drugs; renewals.
For good cause shown, the Board may grant a license to any physician licensed under the laws of Vir-
ginia authorizing such physician to dispense drugs to persons to whom a pharmaceutical service is
not reasonably available. This license may be renewed annually. Any physician or osteopath so
licensed shall be governed by the regulations of the Board of Pharmacy when applicable.

1976, c. 614, § 54-524.34:1; 1980, c. 288; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3304.1. Authority to license and regulate practitioners; permits.
A. The Board of Pharmacy shall have the authority to license and regulate the dispensing of controlled
substances by practitioners of the healing arts. Except as prescribed in this chapter or by Board reg-
ulations, it shall be unlawful for any practitioner of the healing arts to dispense controlled substances
within the Commonwealth unless licensed by the Board to sell controlled substances.

B. Facilities from which practitioners of the healing arts dispense controlled substances shall obtain a
permit from the Board and comply with the regulations for practitioners of the healing arts to sell con-
trolled substances. Facilities in which only one practitioner of the healing arts is licensed by the Board
to sell controlled substances shall be exempt from fees associated with obtaining and renewing such
permit.

C. The Board of Pharmacy may issue a limited-use license for the purpose of dispensing Schedule VI
controlled substances, excluding the combination of misoprostol and methotrexate, and hypodermic
syringes and needles for the administration of prescribed controlled substances to a doctor of medi-
cine, osteopathic medicine, or podiatry, an advanced practice registered nurse, or a physician assist-
ant, provided that such limited-use licensee is practicing at a nonprofit facility. Such facility shall
obtain a limited-use permit from the Board and comply with regulations for such a permit.

1988, c. 904, § 54-524.34:2; 1989, c. 510; 2015, c. 117; 2020, cc. 609, 610; 2023, c. 183.

Article 2 - BOARD OF PHARMACY

§ 54.1-3305. Board; membership; terms; meetings; quorum; officers.
The Board of Pharmacy shall consist of ten members, as follows: eight licensed pharmacists who are
graduates of an approved school or college of pharmacy and two citizen members. The terms of office
of the members shall be four years.
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The Board shall meet at least annually at such times and places, and upon such notice as the Board
may determine and as its business may require. A majority of the members of the Board shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

The Board shall annually elect from its members a chairman.

There shall be an executive director for the Board of Pharmacy who shall be licensed or eligible for
licensure in the Commonwealth as a pharmacist.

Code 1950, §§ 54-404, 54-405, 54-410, 54-412; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, §§ 54-524.5, 54-524.11;
1976, c. 614, § 54-524.13; 1986, c. 464, § 54-524.6; 1988, cc. 42, 765; 1994, c. 283; 2005, c. 70.

§ 54.1-3306. Nominations.
Nominations may be made for each professional vacancy from a list of at least three names submitted
to the Governor by the Virginia Pharmaceutical Association. The Governor may notify the Association
of any professional vacancy other than by expiration. In no case shall the Governor be bound to make
any appointment from among the nominees of the Association.

Code 1950, § 54-406; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.7; 1986, c. 464; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3307. Specific powers and duties of Board.
A. The Board shall regulate the practice of pharmacy and the manufacturing, dispensing, selling, dis-
tributing, processing, compounding, or disposal of drugs and devices. The Board shall also control the
character and standard of all drugs, cosmetics, and devices within the Commonwealth, investigate all
complaints as to the quality and strength of all drugs, cosmetics, and devices, and take such action as
may be necessary to prevent the manufacturing, dispensing, selling, distributing, processing, com-
pounding, and disposal of such drugs, cosmetics, and devices that do not conform to the requirements
of law.

The Board's regulations shall include criteria for:

1. Maintenance of the quality, quantity, integrity, safety, and efficacy of drugs or devices distributed, dis-
pensed, or administered.

2. Compliance with the prescriber's instructions regarding the drug and its quantity, quality, and dir-
ections for use.

3. Controls and safeguards against diversion of drugs or devices.

4. Maintenance of the integrity of, and public confidence in, the profession and improving the delivery
of quality pharmaceutical services to the citizens of Virginia.

5. Maintenance of complete records of the nature, quantity, or quality of drugs or substances dis-
tributed or dispensed and of all transactions involving controlled substances or drugs or devices so as
to provide adequate information to the patient, the practitioner, or the Board.

6. Control of factors contributing to abuse of legitimately obtained drugs, devices, or controlled sub-
stances.
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7. Promotion of scientific or technical advances in the practice of pharmacy and the manufacture and
distribution of controlled drugs, devices, or substances.

8. Impact on costs to the public and within the health care industry through the modification of man-
datory practices and procedures not essential to meeting the criteria set out in subdivisions 1 through
7.

9. Such other factors as may be relevant to, and consistent with, the public health and safety and the
cost of rendering pharmacy services.

B. The Board may collect and examine specimens of drugs, devices, and cosmetics that are man-
ufactured, distributed, stored, or dispensed in the Commonwealth.

Code 1950, §§ 54-415, 54-416.1; 1954, c. 396; 1958, c. 551, § 54-524.16; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.18;
1972, c. 798; 1980, c. 288; 1988, c. 765; 1995, c. 529; 1996, cc. 37, 407; 2005, c. 777; 2006, c. 632;
2016, c. 221; 2020, c. 1166; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 344, 345.

§ 54.1-3307.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1997, c. 206.

§ 54.1-3307.2. Approval of innovative programs.
A. Any person who proposes to use a process or procedure related to the dispensing of drugs or
devices or to the practice of pharmacy not specifically authorized by Chapter 33 (§ 54.1-3300 et seq.)
of this title or by a regulation of the Board of Pharmacy may apply to the Board for approval to use
such process or procedure. The application under this section may only include new processes or pro-
cedures, within the current scope of the practice of pharmacy, that relate to the form or format of pre-
scriptions, the manner of transmitting prescriptions or prescription information, the manner of required
recordkeeping, the use of unlicensed ancillary personnel in the dispensing process, and the use of
new technologies in the dispensing process. The authority granted the Board under this section shall
not authorize expansion of the current scope of practice for pharmacists and shall not interfere with the
requirement that pharmacists only dispense drugs in accordance with instructions from a prescriber,
as defined in § 54.1-3401.

B. The application to the Board shall address safety to the public regarding the new process or pro-
cedure, any potential benefit to the public, promotion of scientific or technical advances in the practice
of pharmacy, compliance with prescriber's instructions for any drug dispensed, any impact the new pro-
cess may have on the potential for diversion of drugs, maintenance in the integrity of and public con-
fidence in the profession of pharmacy and of the drugs dispensed, impact on cost to the public and
within the health care industry, means of monitoring the new process or procedure for any negative
outcomes or other problems, and the reporting of such outcomes to the Board.

C. An informal conference committee, composed of not less than two members of the Board and in
accordance with § 2.2-4019, shall receive and review the application and any investigative report
requested by the committee. The committee shall have the authority to grant or deny approval of the
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request. The committee may grant approval of the request unconditionally or may impose conditions
on the approval as follows:

1. The committee may grant approval for a finite period of time, after which time the applicant must
provide additional information as requested by the committee in order to continue the approval;

2. The committee may require that ongoing reports concerning performance and problems be sub-
mitted; or

3. The committee may impose such other conditions as it deems necessary to provide assurance of
public health and safety and accountability for controlled substances.

D. If an applicant does not agree with the decision of the committee, the applicant may request a hear-
ing before the Board or a panel of the Board, in accordance with § 2.2-4020.

E. Application under this section shall be on a form provided by the Board and shall be accompanied
by a fee determined by the Board.

2000, c. 876.

§ 54.1-3307.3. Waiver of requirements; declared disaster or state of emergency.
When the Governor has declared a disaster or a state of emergency pursuant to Chapter 3.2 (§ 44-
146.13 et seq.) of Title 44 and it is necessary to permit the provision of needed drugs, devices, and
pharmacy services to the citizens of the Commonwealth, the Board may waive the requirements of this
chapter, the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.), and the Board's regulations governing the practice
of pharmacy (18VAC110-20-10 et seq.). However, the Board shall not authorize the administering or
dispensing of controlled substances by persons whose scope of practice does not include such author-
ity.

2003, c. 794.

§ 54.1-3308. Power of inspection.
The members of the Board and their duly authorized agents shall have the power to inspect in a lawful
manner the drugs, cosmetics and devices which are manufactured, stored or dispensed in the Com-
monwealth. For this purpose the Board shall have the right to enter and inspect during business hours
any pharmacy, or any other place in Virginia where drugs, cosmetics or devices are manufactured,
stored or dispensed. The Board shall report any evidence of violation of the provisions of this chapter
or Chapter 34 (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) of this title by practitioners for action to the appropriate licensing
board. The report shall constitute a pending complaint upon which the appropriate licensing board
shall initiate action within thirty days.

Code 1950, § 54-417; 1958, c. 551; 1968, c. 582, § 54-524.19; 1970, c. 650; 1972, c. 798; 1976, c.
614; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3309. Enforcement.
A. The Board or its agents are authorized upon presenting appropriate credentials and a written notice
as to the purpose of the inspection to the owner, operator or agent in charge to enter at reasonable
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times any factory, warehouse or establishment in which drugs, devices or cosmetics are man-
ufactured, processed, packed or held for introduction into commerce or to enter any vehicle being
used to transport or hold such drugs, devices or cosmetics.

The Board or its agents are authorized to inspect such factory, warehouse, establishment or vehicle
and all pertinent equipment, materials, containers and labeling.

In the case of any factory, warehouse, establishment or consulting laboratory in which prescription
drugs are manufactured, processed, packed or held, the inspection shall extend to all things, including
records, files, papers, processes, controls and facilities, bearing on compliance with Chapter 34 (§
54.1-3400 et seq.) of this title.

No inspection authorized for prescription drugs shall extend to financial data, sales data other than
shipment data, pricing data, personnel data, other than data as to qualifications of technical and pro-
fessional personnel performing functions subject to this chapter, and research data.

Each inspection shall be commenced and completed with reasonable promptness. The Board or its
agents shall have access to copy all records of carriers in commerce showing the movement in com-
merce of any drug, device, or cosmetic and the quantity, shipper and consignee. The evidence
obtained under this section shall not be used in a criminal prosecution of the person from whom
obtained; and carriers shall not be subject to the provisions of Chapter 34 by reason of their receipt,
carriage, holding, or delivery of food, drugs, devices, or cosmetics in the usual course of business.

B. If the authorized agent inspecting a factory, warehouse or other establishment has obtained any
sample in the course of the inspection, upon completion of the inspection and prior to leaving the
premises, he shall give to the owner, operator, or agent in charge a receipt describing the samples.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.99; 1988, c. 765.

Article 3 - LICENSURE OF PHARMACISTS

§ 54.1-3310. Unlawful to practice without license.
Except as prescribed in this chapter or by Board regulations it shall be unlawful for any person to prac-
tice pharmacy, or to engage in, carry on, or be employed in the dispensing, or compounding of drugs
within this Commonwealth unless licensed by the Board as a pharmacist. The possession by any per-
son in any place of a miscellaneous stock of drugs shall be prima facie evidence that such person is
practicing pharmacy.

Code 1950, § 54-475; 1970, c. 650; 1976, c. 614, § 54-524.48; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3311. Application and examination.
Every person desiring to be licensed as a pharmacist shall file with the executive director of the Board
an application, verified under oath, setting forth the name and age of the applicant, the place or places
at which, and the time spent in, the study of pharmacy, and other information required by the Board.

The Board shall conduct examinations of applicants for licensure at least twice a calendar year.
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Code 1950, §§ 54-420, 54-423; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, §§ 54-524.23, 54-524.25; 1972, c. 798;
1976, c. 614; 1980, c. 288; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3312. Qualifications of pharmacist; approved school of pharmacy defined.
A. In order to be licensed as a pharmacist within the meaning of this chapter, an applicant shall
present to the Board satisfactory evidence that he:

1. Is at least eighteen years of age;

2. Is of good moral character;

3. Is a graduate of a school of pharmacy approved by the Board, or a foreign college of pharmacy, if
the graduate has satisfactorily completed (i) a college of pharmacy equivalency examination program
approved by the Board and (ii) written and oral communication ability tests of the English language
approved by the Board;

4. Has had a period of practical experience in the United States in accordance with the Board's reg-
ulations; however, such requirement shall not exceed twelve months; and

5. Has passed the examination prescribed by the Board.

B. As used in this article, an approved school of pharmacy shall be an institution which meets the min-
imum standards of the American Council on Pharmaceutical Education and appears on the Council's
list of schools of pharmacy as published annually.

Code 1950, § 54-422; 1952, c. 230; 1958, c. 551, § 54-524.21; 1970, c. 650; 1972, cc. 798, 824; 1974,
c. 686; 1976, c. 614; 1988, c. 765; 1994, c. 657.

§ 54.1-3313. Licensure by endorsement.
The Board of Pharmacy may issue a license by endorsement, without examination, except as
provided in this section, to practice pharmacy to persons who hold a current and unrestricted license
as pharmacists in other states, the District of Columbia or possessions or territories of the United
States. The applicant for such license shall present satisfactory evidence of the qualifications equal to
those required of applicants for licensure by examination in Virginia and that he was licensed by exam-
ination by the board of pharmacy in such other jurisdiction. The standard of competence required in
such other jurisdiction shall not be lower than that required in Virginia.

Prior to the issuance of a license, the Board may require applicants for licensure by endorsement to
pass an examination on Virginia drug laws and Board of Pharmacy regulations equal to that required
of applicants for licensure by examination in Virginia.

Code 1950, § 54-423.1; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.26; 1976, c. 614; 1980, c. 288; 1988, cc.
251, 765; 1990, c. 269.

§ 54.1-3314. Display of license.
Every person licensed to practice as a pharmacist must at all times display his license conspicuously
in the place in which he regularly practices.
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Code 1950, § 54-431; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.30; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3314.1. Continuing education requirements; exemptions; extensions; procedures; out-of-
state licensees; nonpractice licenses.
A. Each pharmacist shall have obtained a minimum of 15 continuing education hours of phar-
maceutical education through an approved continuing pharmaceutical education program during the
year immediately preceding his license renewal date.

B. An approved continuing pharmaceutical education program shall be any program approved by the
Board.

C. Pharmacists who have been initially licensed by the Board during the one year preceding the
license renewal date shall not be required to comply with the requirement on the first license renewal
date that would immediately follow.

D. The Board may grant an exemption from the continuing education requirement if the pharmacist
presents evidence that failure to comply was due to circumstances beyond the control of the phar-
macist.

E. Upon the written request of a pharmacist, the Board may grant an extension of one year in order for
a pharmacist to fulfill the continuing education requirements for the period of time in question. Such
extension shall not relieve the pharmacist of complying with the continuing education requirement for
the current period.

F. The pharmacist shall attest to the fact that he has completed the continuing education requirements
as specified by the Board.

G. The following shall apply to the requirements for continuing pharmaceutical education:

1. The provider of an approved continuing education program shall issue to each pharmacist who has
successfully completed a program certification that the pharmacist has completed a specified number
of hours.

2. The certificates so issued to the pharmacist shall be maintained by the pharmacist for a period of
two years following the renewal of his license.

3. The pharmacist shall provide the Board, upon request, with certification of completion of continuing
education programs in a manner to be determined by the Board.

H. Pharmacists who are also licensed in other states and who have obtained a minimum of fifteen
hours of approved continuing education requirements of such other states need not obtain additional
hours.

I. The Board shall provide for an inactive status for those pharmacists who do not wish to practice in
Virginia. The Board shall require upon request for change from inactive to active status proof of con-
tinuing education hours as specified in regulations. No person shall practice in Virginia unless he
holds a current active license.



J. As part of the annual 15-hour requirement, the Board may require up to two hours of continuing edu-
cation in a specific subject area. If the Board designates a subject area for continuing education, it
shall publish such requirement no later than January 1 of the calendar year for which the specific con-
tinuing education is required.

1992, c. 868; 2008, c. 672.

§ 54.1-3315. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 662, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-3316. Refusal; revocation; suspension and denial.
The Board may refuse to admit an applicant to any examination; refuse to issue a license, permit, cer-
tificate, or registration to any applicant; or reprimand, impose a monetary penalty, place on probation,
impose such terms as it may designate, suspend for a stated period of time or indefinitely, or revoke
any license, permit, certificate, or registration if it finds that an applicant or a person holding a license,
permit, certificate, or registration:

1. Has been negligent in the practice of pharmacy or in any activity requiring a license, permit, cer-
tificate, or registration from the Board;

2. Has engaged in unprofessional conduct specified in regulations promulgated by the Board;

3. Has become incompetent to practice pharmacy or to engage in any activity requiring a license, per-
mit, certificate, or registration from the Board because of a mental or physical condition;

4. Uses drugs or alcohol to the extent that he is rendered unsafe to practice pharmacy or to engage in
any activity requiring a license, permit, certificate, or registration from the Board;

5. Has engaged in or attempted any fraud or deceit in connection with the practice of pharmacy or any
activity requiring a license, permit, certificate, or registration from the Board, including any application
to the Board for such license, permit, certificate, or registration;

6. Has engaged in activities beyond the scope of a license, permit, certificate, or registration or has
assisted or allowed unlicensed persons to engage in the practice of pharmacy or perform duties
related to the practice of pharmacy for which a license or registration is required;

7. Has violated or cooperated with others in violating any provisions of law or regulation relating to
practice of pharmacy or any activity requiring a license, permit, certificate, or registration from the
Board;

8. Has had revoked or suspended any registration issued by the United States Drug Enforcement
Administration or other federal agency that is necessary to conduct an activity also requiring a license,
permit, certificate, or registration from the Board;

9. Has engaged in the theft or diversion of controlled substances or has violated any federal drug law
or any drug law of Virginia or of another state;
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10. Has had denied, suspended, or revoked in any other state a license to practice pharmacy or any
license, permit, certificate, or registration necessary to conduct an activity requiring a license, permit,
certificate, or registration from the Board, or has surrendered in another state such license, permit, cer-
tificate, or registration;

11. Has been convicted of any felony or of any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude;

12. Has issued or published statements intended to deceive or defraud about his professional service
or an activity requiring a license, permit, certificate, or registration from the Board;

13. Has conducted his practice, or activity requiring a license, permit, certificate, or registration from
the Board in such a manner as to be a danger to the health and welfare of the public; or

14. Has failed to comply with requirements of this chapter or any regulation of the Board relating to
continuing education.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.22:1; 1976, c. 614; 1977, c. 86; 1982, c. 401; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 868; 1994,
c. 296; 2007, c. 662.

§ 54.1-3317. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1997, c. 556.

§ 54.1-3318. Notification of revocation.
Whenever the Board revokes the license of any pharmacist, it shall notify the licensee of such action,
and he shall immediately deliver his license to the Board or its representative.

Code 1950, § 54-427; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.28; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3319. Counseling.
A. A pharmacist shall conduct a prospective drug review before each new prescription is dispensed or
delivered to a patient or a person acting on behalf of the patient. Such review shall include screening
for potential drug therapy problems due to therapeutic duplication, drug-disease contraindications,
drug-drug interactions, including serious interactions with nonprescription or over-the-counter drugs,
incorrect drug dosage or duration of drug treatment, drug-allergy interactions, and clinical abuse or
misuse. A pharmacist may conduct a prospective drug review before refilling a prescription to the
extent the pharmacist deems appropriate in his professional judgment.

B. A pharmacist shall offer to counsel any person who presents a new prescription for filling. The offer
to counsel may be made in any manner the pharmacist deems appropriate in his professional judg-
ment, and may include any one or a combination of the following:

1. Face-to-face communication with the pharmacist or the pharmacist's designee;

2. A sign posted in such a manner that it can be seen by patients;

3. A notation affixed to or written on the bag in which the prescription is to be delivered;

4. A notation contained on the prescription container; or

5. By telephone.
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For the purposes of medical assistance and other third-party reimbursement or payment programs,
any of the above methods, or a combination thereof, shall constitute an acceptable offer to provide
counseling, except to the extent this subsection is inconsistent with regulations promulgated by the
federal Health Care Financing Administration governing 42 U.S.C. § 1396r-8 (g)(2)(A)(ii). A phar-
macist may offer to counsel any person who receives a refill of a prescription to the extent deemed
appropriate by the pharmacist in his professional judgment.

C. If the offer to counsel is accepted, the pharmacist shall counsel the person presenting the pre-
scription to the extent the pharmacist deems appropriate in his professional judgment. Such coun-
seling shall be performed by the pharmacist himself and may, but need not, include the following:

1. The name and description of the medication;

2. The dosage form, dosage, route of administration, and duration of drug therapy;

3. Special directions and precautions for preparation, administration, and use by the patient;

4. Common adverse or severe side effects or interactions and therapeutic contraindications that may
be encountered, including their avoidance, and the action required if they occur;

5. Techniques for self-monitoring drug therapy;

6. Proper storage and disposal;

7. Prescription refill information; and

8. Action to be taken in the event of a missed dose.

Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring a pharmacist to provide counseling when the
person presenting the prescription fails to accept the pharmacist's offer to counsel. If the prescription is
delivered to a person residing outside of the local telephone calling area of the pharmacy, the phar-
macist shall either provide a toll-free telephone number or accept reasonable collect calls from such
person.

D. Reasonable efforts shall be made to obtain, record, and maintain the following patient information
generated at the individual pharmacy:

1. Name, address, telephone number, date of birth or age, and gender;

2. Individual history where significant, including known allergies and drug reactions, and a com-
prehensive list of medications and relevant devices; and

3. Any additional comments relevant to the patient's drug use, including any failure to accept the phar-
macist's offer to counsel.

Such information may be recorded in the patient's manual or electronic profile, or in the prescription
signature log, or in any other system of records and may be considered by the pharmacist in the exer-
cise of his professional judgment concerning both the offer to counsel and content of counseling. The



absence of any record of a failure to accept the pharmacist's offer to counsel shall be presumed to sig-
nify that such offer was accepted and that such counseling was provided.

E. This section shall not apply to any drug dispensed to an inpatient of a hospital or nursing home,
except to the extent required by regulations promulgated by the federal Health Care Financing Admin-
istration implementing 42 U.S.C. § 1396r-8 (g)(2)(A).

1992, c. 689; 2019, cc. 96, 135.

§ 54.1-3320. Acts restricted to pharmacists.
A. Within the practice of pharmacy as defined in § 54.1-3300, the following acts shall be performed by
pharmacists, except as provided in subsection B:

1. The review of a prescription, in conformance with this chapter and Chapter 34 (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.)
of this title and with current practices in pharmacy, for its completeness, validity, safety, and drug-ther-
apy appropriateness, including, but not limited to, interactions, contraindications, adverse effects, incor-
rect dosage or duration of treatment, clinical misuse or abuse, and noncompliance and duplication of
therapy;

2. The receipt of an oral prescription from a practitioner or his authorized agent;

3. The conduct of a prospective drug review and counseling as required by § 54.1-3319 prior to the dis-
pensing or refilling of any prescription;

4. The provision of information to the public or to a practitioner concerning the therapeutic value and
use of drugs in the treatment and prevention of disease;

5. The communication with the prescriber, or the prescriber's agent, involving any modification other
than refill authorization of a prescription or of any drug therapy, resolution of any drug therapy prob-
lem, or the substitution of any drug prescribed;

6. The verification of the accuracy of a completed prescription prior to dispensing the prescription;

7. The supervision of pharmacy interns and pharmacy technicians; and

8. Any other activity required by regulation to be performed by a pharmacist.

B. A pharmacy intern may engage in the acts to be performed by a pharmacist as set forth in sub-
section A or the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) for the purpose of obtaining practical exper-
ience required for licensure as a pharmacist, if the supervising pharmacist is directly monitoring these
activities.

C. A registered pharmacy technician, working under the direct supervision of a qualified nuclear phar-
macist, as defined by regulations of the Board, may accept oral prescriptions for diagnostic, nonpatient
specific radiopharmaceuticals in accordance with subsection C of § 54.1-3410.1.
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D. Consistent with patient safety, a pharmacist shall exercise sole authority in determining the max-
imum number of pharmacy technicians that he shall supervise; however, no pharmacist shall super-
vise more pharmacy technicians than allowed by Board regulations.

2001, c. 317; 2005, c. 403; 2006, c. 626; 2010, c. 90.

Article 4 - Registration of Pharmacy Technicians

§ 54.1-3321. Registration of pharmacy technicians.
A. No person shall perform the duties of a pharmacy technician without first being registered as a phar-
macy technician with the Board. Upon being registered with the Board as a pharmacy technician, the
following tasks may be performed:

1. The entry of prescription information and drug history into a data system or other record keeping sys-
tem;

2. The preparation of prescription labels or patient information;

3. The removal of the drug to be dispensed from inventory;

4. The counting, measuring, or compounding of the drug to be dispensed;

5. The packaging and labeling of the drug to be dispensed and the repackaging thereof;

6. The stocking or loading of automated dispensing devices or other devices used in the dispensing
process;

7. The acceptance of refill authorization from a prescriber or his authorized agency, so long as there is
no change to the original prescription;

8. Under the supervision of a pharmacist, meaning the supervising pharmacist is at the same physical
location of the technician or pharmacy intern, and consistent with the requirements of § 54.1-3303.1,
administration of the following drugs and devices to persons three years of age or older as set forth in
regulations of the Board: vaccines included on the Immunization Schedule published by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and vaccines for COVID-19; and

9. The performance of any other task restricted to pharmacy technicians by the Board's regulations.

B. To be registered as a pharmacy technician, a person shall submit:

1. An application and fee specified in regulations of the Board;

2. Evidence that he has successfully completed a training program that is (i) an accredited training pro-
gram, including an accredited training program operated through the Department of Education's
Career and Technical Education program or approved by the Board, or (ii) operated through a federal
agency or branch of the military; and

3. Evidence that he has successfully passed a national certification examination administered by the
Pharmacy Technician Certification Board or the National Healthcareer Association.

C. The Board shall promulgate regulations establishing requirements for:
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1. Issuance of a registration as a pharmacy technician to a person who, prior to the effective date of
such regulations, (i) successfully completed or was enrolled in a Board-approved pharmacy tech-
nician training program or (ii) passed a national certification examination required by the Board but did
not complete a Board-approved pharmacy technician training program;

2. Issuance of a registration as a pharmacy technician to a person who (i) has previously practiced as
a pharmacy technician in another U.S. jurisdiction and (ii) has passed a national certification exam-
ination required by the Board; and

3. Evidence of continued competency as a condition of renewal of a registration as a pharmacy tech-
nician.

D. The Board shall waive the initial registration fee for a pharmacy technician applicant who works as
a pharmacy technician exclusively in a free clinic pharmacy. A person registered pursuant to this sub-
section shall be issued a limited-use registration. A pharmacy technician with a limited-use regis-
tration shall not perform pharmacy technician tasks in any setting other than a free clinic pharmacy.
The Board shall also waive renewal fees for such limited-use registrations. A pharmacy technician
with a limited-use registration may convert to an unlimited registration by paying the current renewal
fee.

E. Any person registered as a pharmacy technician prior to the effective date of regulations imple-
menting the provisions of this section shall not be required to comply with the requirements of sub-
section B in order to maintain or renew registration as a pharmacy technician.

F. A pharmacy technician trainee enrolled in a training program for pharmacy technicians described in
subdivision B 2 may engage in the acts set forth in subsection A for the purpose of obtaining practical
experience required for completion of the training program, so long as such activities are directly mon-
itored by a supervising pharmacist.

G. To be registered as a pharmacy technician trainee, a person shall submit an application and a fee
specified in regulations of the Board. Such registration shall only be valid while the person is enrolled
in a pharmacy technician training program described in subsection B and actively progressing toward
completion of such program. A registration card issued pursuant to this section shall be invalid and
shall be returned to the Board if such person fails to enroll in a pharmacy technician training program
described in subsection B.

H. A pharmacy intern may perform the duties set forth for pharmacy technicians in subsection A when
registered with the Board for the purpose of gaining the practical experience required to apply for licen-
sure as a pharmacist.

I. A registered nurse or licensed practical nurse practicing at an opioid treatment program pharmacy
may perform the duties set forth for pharmacy technicians in subsection A, provided that all take-home
medication doses are verified for accuracy by a pharmacist prior to dispensing.

2001, c. 317; 2004, c. 47; 2020, cc. 102, 237; 2022, cc. 138, 790, 791.
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§ 54.1-3322. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 662, cl. 2.

Chapter 34 - DRUG CONTROL ACT

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-3400. Citation.
This chapter may be cited as "The Drug Control Act."

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3401. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Administer" means the direct application of a controlled substance, whether by injection, inhalation,
ingestion, or any other means, to the body of a patient or research subject by (i) a practitioner or by his
authorized agent and under his direction or (ii) the patient or research subject at the direction and in
the presence of the practitioner.

"Advertisement" means all representations disseminated in any manner or by any means, other than
by labeling, for the purpose of inducing, or which are likely to induce, directly or indirectly, the pur-
chase of drugs or devices.

"Agent" means an authorized person who acts on behalf of or at the direction of a manufacturer, dis-
tributor, or dispenser. It does not include a common or contract carrier, public warehouseman, or
employee of the carrier or warehouseman.

"Anabolic steroid" means any drug or hormonal substance, chemically and pharmacologically related
to testosterone, other than estrogens, progestins, corticosteroids, and dehydroepiandrosterone.

"Animal" means any nonhuman animate being endowed with the power of voluntary action.

"Automated drug dispensing system" means a mechanical or electronic system that performs oper-
ations or activities, other than compounding or administration, relating to pharmacy services, including
the storage, dispensing, or distribution of drugs and the collection, control, and maintenance of all
transaction information, to provide security and accountability for such drugs.

"Biological product" means a virus, therapeutic serum, toxin, antitoxin, vaccine, blood, blood com-
ponent or derivative, allergenic product, protein other than a chemically synthesized polypeptide, or
analogous product, or arsphenamine or any derivative of arsphenamine or any other trivalent organic
arsenic compound, applicable to the prevention, treatment, or cure of a disease or condition of human
beings.

"Biosimilar" means a biological product that is highly similar to a specific reference biological product,
notwithstanding minor differences in clinically inactive compounds, such that there are no clinically
meaningful differences between the reference biological product and the biological product that has
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been licensed as a biosimilar pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 262(k) in terms of safety, purity, and potency of
the product.

"Board" means the Board of Pharmacy.

"Bulk drug substance" means any substance that is represented for use, and that, when used in the
compounding, manufacturing, processing, or packaging of a drug, becomes an active ingredient or a
finished dosage form of the drug; however, "bulk drug substance" shall not include intermediates that
are used in the synthesis of such substances.

"Change of ownership" of an existing entity permitted, registered, or licensed by the Board means (i)
the sale or transfer of all or substantially all of the assets of the entity or of any corporation that owns or
controls the entity; (ii) the creation of a partnership by a sole proprietor, the dissolution of a part-
nership, or change in partnership composition; (iii) the acquisition or disposal of 50 percent or more of
the outstanding shares of voting stock of a corporation owning the entity or of the parent corporation of
a wholly owned subsidiary owning the entity, except that this shall not apply to any corporation the vot-
ing stock of which is actively traded on any securities exchange or in any over-the-counter market; (iv)
the merger of a corporation owning the entity or of the parent corporation of a wholly-owned subsidiary
owning the entity with another business or corporation; or (v) the expiration or forfeiture of a cor-
poration's charter.

"Co-licensed partner" means a person who, with at least one other person, has the right to engage in
the manufacturing or marketing of a prescription drug, consistent with state and federal law.

"Compounding" means the combining of two or more ingredients to fabricate such ingredients into a
single preparation and includes the mixing, assembling, packaging, or labeling of a drug or device (i)
by a pharmacist, or within a permitted pharmacy, pursuant to a valid prescription issued for a medi-
cinal or therapeutic purpose in the context of a bona fide practitioner-patient-pharmacist relationship,
or in expectation of receiving a valid prescription based on observed historical patterns of prescribing
and dispensing; (ii) by a practitioner of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, dentistry, or veterinary medi-
cine as an incident to his administering or dispensing, if authorized to dispense, a controlled sub-
stance in the course of his professional practice; or (iii) for the purpose of, or as incident to, research,
teaching, or chemical analysis and not for sale or for dispensing. The mixing, diluting, or reconstituting
of a manufacturer's product drugs for the purpose of administration to a patient, when performed by a
practitioner of medicine or osteopathy licensed under Chapter 29 (§ 54.1-2900 et seq.), a person
supervised by such practitioner pursuant to subdivision A 6 or 19 of § 54.1-2901, or a person super-
vised by such practitioner or a licensed advanced nurse or physician assistant pursuant to subdivision
A 4 of § 54.1-2901 shall not be considered compounding.

"Controlled substance" means a drug, substance, or immediate precursor in Schedules I through VI of
this chapter. The term shall not include distilled spirits, wine, malt beverages, or tobacco as those
terms are defined or used in Title 3.2 or Title 4.1. The term "controlled substance" includes a con-



trolled substance analog that has been placed into Schedule I or II by the Board pursuant to the reg-
ulatory authority in subsection D of § 54.1-3443.

"Controlled substance analog" means a substance the chemical structure of which is substantially sim-
ilar to the chemical structure of a controlled substance in Schedule I or II and either (i) which has a
stimulant, depressant, or hallucinogenic effect on the central nervous system that is substantially sim-
ilar to or greater than the stimulant, depressant, or hallucinogenic effect on the central nervous system
of a controlled substance in Schedule I or II or (ii) with respect to a particular person, which such per-
son represents or intends to have a stimulant, depressant, or hallucinogenic effect on the central
nervous system that is substantially similar to or greater than the stimulant, depressant, or hal-
lucinogenic effect on the central nervous system of a controlled substance in Schedule I or II. "Con-
trolled substance analog" does not include (a) any substance for which there is an approved new drug
application as defined under § 505 of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. § 355) or
that is generally recognized as safe and effective pursuant to §§ 501, 502, and 503 of the federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. §§ 351, 352, and 353) and 21 C.F.R. Part 330; (b) with
respect to a particular person, any substance for which an exemption is in effect for investigational use
for that person under § 505 of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to the extent that the conduct
with respect to that substance is pursuant to such exemption; or (c) any substance to the extent not
intended for human consumption before such an exemption takes effect with respect to that sub-
stance.

"DEA" means the Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. Department of Justice, or its successor
agency.

"Deliver" or "delivery" means the actual, constructive, or attempted transfer of any item regulated by
this chapter, whether or not there exists an agency relationship, including delivery of a Schedule VI
prescription device to an ultimate user or consumer on behalf of a medical equipment supplier by a
manufacturer, nonresident manufacturer, wholesale distributor, nonresident wholesale distributor,
warehouser, nonresident warehouser, third-party logistics provider, or nonresident third-party logistics
provider at the direction of a medical equipment supplier in accordance with § 54.1-3415.1.

"Device" means instruments, apparatus, and contrivances, including their components, parts, and
accessories, intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease in
man or animals or to affect the structure or any function of the body of man or animals.

"Dialysis care technician" or "dialysis patient care technician" means an individual who is certified by
an organization approved by the Board of Health Professions pursuant to Chapter 27.01 (§ 54.1-
2729.1 et seq.) and who, under the supervision of a licensed physician, an advanced practice
registered nurse, a physician assistant, or a registered nurse, assists in the care of patients under-
going renal dialysis treatments in a Medicare-certified renal dialysis facility.

"Dialysis solution" means either the commercially available, unopened, sterile solutions whose pur-
pose is to be instilled into the peritoneal cavity during the medical procedure known as peritoneal



dialysis, or commercially available solutions whose purpose is to be used in the performance of hemo-
dialysis not to include any solutions administered to the patient intravenously.

"Dispense" means to deliver a drug to an ultimate user or research subject by or pursuant to the lawful
order of a practitioner, including the prescribing and administering, packaging, labeling, or com-
pounding necessary to prepare the substance for that delivery. However, dispensing shall not include
the transportation of drugs mixed, diluted, or reconstituted in accordance with this chapter to other
sites operated by such practitioner or that practitioner's medical practice for the purpose of admin-
istration of such drugs to patients of the practitioner or that practitioner's medical practice at such other
sites. For practitioners of medicine or osteopathy, "dispense" shall only include the provision of drugs
by a practitioner to patients to take with them away from the practitioner's place of practice.

"Dispenser" means a practitioner who dispenses.

"Distribute" means to deliver other than by administering or dispensing a controlled substance.

"Distributor" means a person who distributes.

"Drug" means (i) articles or substances recognized in the official United States Pharmacopoeia
National Formulary or official Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia of the United States, or any supplement to
any of them; (ii) articles or substances intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or
prevention of disease in man or animals; (iii) articles or substances, other than food, intended to affect
the structure or any function of the body of man or animals; (iv) articles or substances intended for use
as a component of any article specified in clause (i), (ii), or (iii); or (v) a biological product. "Drug" does
not include devices or their components, parts, or accessories.

"Drug product" means a specific drug in dosage form from a known source of manufacture, whether by
brand or therapeutically equivalent drug product name.

"Electronic prescription" means a written prescription that is generated on an electronic application
and is transmitted to a pharmacy as an electronic data file; Schedule II through V prescriptions shall
be transmitted in accordance with 21 C.F.R. Part 1300.

"Facsimile (FAX) prescription" means a written prescription or order that is transmitted by an elec-
tronic device over telephone lines that sends the exact image to the receiving pharmacy in hard copy
form.

"FDA" means the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

"Immediate precursor" means a substance which the Board of Pharmacy has found to be and by reg-
ulation designates as being the principal compound commonly used or produced primarily for use,
and which is an immediate chemical intermediary used or likely to be used in the manufacture of a
controlled substance, the control of which is necessary to prevent, curtail, or limit manufacture.

"Interchangeable" means a biosimilar that meets safety standards for determining interchangeability
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 262(k)(4).



"Label" means a display of written, printed, or graphic matter upon the immediate container of any art-
icle. A requirement made by or under authority of this chapter that any word, statement, or other inform-
ation appear on the label shall not be considered to be complied with unless such word, statement, or
other information also appears on the outside container or wrapper, if any, of the retail package of
such article or is easily legible through the outside container or wrapper.

"Labeling" means all labels and other written, printed, or graphic matter on an article or any of its con-
tainers or wrappers, or accompanying such article.

"Manufacture" means the production, preparation, propagation, conversion, or processing of any item
regulated by this chapter, either directly or indirectly by extraction from substances of natural origin, or
independently by means of chemical synthesis, or by a combination of extraction and chemical syn-
thesis, and includes any packaging or repackaging of the substance or labeling or relabeling of its con-
tainer. This term does not include compounding.

"Manufacturer" means every person who manufactures, a manufacturer's co-licensed partner, or a
repackager.

"Marijuana" means any part of a plant of the genus Cannabis whether growing or not, its seeds, or its
resin; and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of such plant, its
seeds, its resin, or any extract containing one or more cannabinoids. "Marijuana" does not include (i)
the mature stalks of such plant, fiber produced from such stalk, or oil or cake made from the seeds of
such plant, unless such stalks, fiber, oil, or cake is combined with other parts of plants of the genus
Cannabis; (ii) industrial hemp, as defined in § 3.2-4112, that is possessed by a person registered pur-
suant to subsection A of § 3.2-4115 or his agent; (iii) industrial hemp, as defined in § 3.2-4112, that is
possessed by a person who holds a hemp producer license issued by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture pursuant to 7 C.F.R. Part 990; (iv) a hemp product, as defined in § 3.2-4112; (v) an industrial
hemp extract, as defined in § 3.2-5145.1; or (vi) any substance containing a tetrahydrocannabinol iso-
mer, ester, ether, salt, or salts of such isomer, ester, or ether that has been placed by the Board of Phar-
macy into one of the schedules set forth in the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) pursuant to §
54.1-3443.

"Medical equipment supplier" means any person, as defined in § 1-230, engaged in the delivery to the
ultimate consumer, pursuant to the lawful order of a practitioner, of hypodermic syringes and needles,
medicinal oxygen, Schedule VI controlled devices, those Schedule VI controlled substances with no
medicinal properties that are used for the operation and cleaning of medical equipment, solutions for
peritoneal dialysis, and sterile water or saline for irrigation.

"Narcotic drug" means any of the following, whether produced directly or indirectly by extraction from
substances of vegetable origin, or independently by means of chemical synthesis, or by a combination
of extraction and chemical synthesis: (i) opium, opiates, and any salt, compound, derivative, or pre-
paration of opium or opiates; (ii) any salt, compound, isomer, derivative, or preparation thereof which
is chemically equivalent or identical with any of the substances referred to in clause (i), but not



including the isoquinoline alkaloids of opium; (iii) opium poppy and poppy straw; (iv) coca leaves and
any salt, compound, derivative, or preparation of coca leaves, and any salt, compound, isomer, deriv-
ative, or preparation thereof which is chemically equivalent or identical with any of these substances,
but not including decocainized coca leaves or extraction of coca leaves which do not contain cocaine
or ecgonine.

"New drug" means (i) any drug, except a new animal drug or an animal feed bearing or containing a
new animal drug, the composition of which is such that such drug is not generally recognized, among
experts qualified by scientific training and experience to evaluate the safety and effectiveness of
drugs, as safe and effective for use under the conditions prescribed, recommended, or suggested in
the labeling, except that such a drug not so recognized shall not be deemed to be a "new drug" if at
any time prior to the enactment of this chapter it was subject to the Food and Drugs Act of June 30,
1906, as amended, and if at such time its labeling contained the same representations concerning the
conditions of its use, or (ii) any drug, except a new animal drug or an animal feed bearing or con-
taining a new animal drug, the composition of which is such that such drug, as a result of invest-
igations to determine its safety and effectiveness for use under such conditions, has become so
recognized, but which has not, otherwise than in such investigations, been used to a material extent or
for a material time under such conditions.

"Nuclear medicine technologist" means an individual who holds a current certification with the Amer-
ican Registry of Radiological Technologists or the Nuclear Medicine Technology Certification Board.

"Official compendium" means the official United States Pharmacopoeia National Formulary, official
Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia of the United States, or any supplement to any of them.

"Official written order" means an order written on a form provided for that purpose by the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration, under any laws of the United States making provision therefor, if such
order forms are authorized and required by federal law, and if no such order form is provided then on
an official form provided for that purpose by the Board of Pharmacy.

"Opiate" means any substance having an addiction-forming or addiction-sustaining liability similar to
morphine or being capable of conversion into a drug having such addiction-forming or addiction-sus-
taining liability. It does not include, unless specifically designated as controlled under Article 4 (§
54.1-3437 et seq.), the dextrorotatory isomer of 3-methoxy-n-methylmorphinan and its salts (dex-
tromethorphan). It does include its racemic and levorotatory forms.

"Opium poppy" means the plant of the species Papaver somniferum L., except the seeds thereof.

"Original package" means the unbroken container or wrapping in which any drug or medicine is
enclosed together with label and labeling, put up by or for the manufacturer, wholesaler, or distributor
for use in the delivery or display of such article.

"Outsourcing facility" means a facility that is engaged in the compounding of sterile drugs and is cur-
rently registered as an outsourcing facility with the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services and



that complies with all applicable requirements of federal and state law, including the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

"Person" means both the plural and singular, as the case demands, and includes an individual, part-
nership, corporation, association, governmental agency, trust, or other institution or entity.

"Pharmacist-in-charge" means the person who, being licensed as a pharmacist, signs the application
for a pharmacy permit and assumes full legal responsibility for the operation of the relevant pharmacy
in a manner complying with the laws and regulations for the practice of pharmacy and the sale and dis-
pensing of controlled substances; the "pharmacist-in-charge" shall personally supervise the pharmacy
and the pharmacy's personnel as required by § 54.1-3432.

"Poppy straw" means all parts, except the seeds, of the opium poppy, after mowing.

"Practitioner" means a physician, dentist, licensed advanced practice registered nurse pursuant to §
54.1-2957.01, licensed physician assistant pursuant to § 54.1-2952.1, pharmacist pursuant to § 54.1-
3300, TPA-certified optometrist pursuant to Article 5 (§ 54.1-3222 et seq.) of Chapter 32, veterinarian,
scientific investigator, or other person licensed, registered, or otherwise permitted to distribute, dis-
pense, prescribe and administer, or conduct research with respect to a controlled substance in the
course of professional practice or research in the Commonwealth.

"Prescriber" means a practitioner who is authorized pursuant to §§ 54.1-3303 and 54.1-3408 to issue
a prescription.

"Prescription" means an order for drugs or medical supplies, written or signed or transmitted by word
of mouth, telephone, telegraph, or other means of communication to a pharmacist by a duly licensed
physician, dentist, veterinarian, or other practitioner authorized by law to prescribe and administer
such drugs or medical supplies.

"Prescription drug" means any drug required by federal law or regulation to be dispensed only pur-
suant to a prescription, including finished dosage forms and active ingredients subject to § 503(b) of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. § 353(b)).

"Production" or "produce" includes the manufacture, planting, cultivation, growing, or harvesting of a
controlled substance or marijuana.

"Proprietary medicine" means a completely compounded nonprescription drug in its unbroken, ori-
ginal package which does not contain any controlled substance or marijuana as defined in this
chapter and is not in itself poisonous, and which is sold, offered, promoted, or advertised directly to the
general public by or under the authority of the manufacturer or primary distributor, under a trademark,
trade name, or other trade symbol privately owned, and the labeling of which conforms to the require-
ments of this chapter and applicable federal law. However, this definition shall not include a drug that
is only advertised or promoted professionally to licensed practitioners, a narcotic or drug containing a
narcotic, a drug that may be dispensed only upon prescription or the label of which bears substantially
the statement "Warning — may be habit-forming," or a drug intended for injection.



"Radiopharmaceutical" means any drug that exhibits spontaneous disintegration of unstable nuclei
with the emission of nuclear particles or photons and includes any non-radioactive reagent kit or radi-
onuclide generator that is intended to be used in the preparation of any such substance, but does not
include drugs such as carbon-containing compounds or potassium-containing salts that include trace
quantities of naturally occurring radionuclides. The term also includes any biological product that is
labeled with a radionuclide or intended solely to be labeled with a radionuclide.

"Reference biological product" means the single biological product licensed pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §
262(a) against which a biological product is evaluated in an application submitted to the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration for licensure of biological products as biosimilar or interchangeable pursuant
to 42 U.S.C. § 262(k).

"Sale" includes barter, exchange, or gift, or offer therefor, and each such transaction made by any per-
son, whether as an individual, proprietor, agent, servant, or employee.

"Tetrahydrocannabinol" means any naturally occurring or synthetic tetrahydrocannabinol, including its
salts, isomers, and salts of isomers whenever the existence of such salts, isomers, and salts of iso-
mers is possible within the specific chemical designation and any preparation, mixture, or substance
containing, or mixed or infused with, any detectable amount of tetrahydrocannabinol. For the purposes
of this definition, "isomer" means the optical, position, and geometric isomers.

"Therapeutically equivalent drug products" means drug products that contain the same active ingredi-
ents and are identical in strength or concentration, dosage form, and route of administration and that
are classified as being therapeutically equivalent by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration pursuant
to the definition of "therapeutically equivalent drug products" set forth in the most recent edition of the
Approved Drug Products with Therapeutic Equivalence Evaluations, otherwise known as the "Orange
Book."

"Third-party logistics provider" means a person that provides or coordinates warehousing of or other
logistics services for a drug or device in interstate commerce on behalf of a manufacturer, wholesale
distributor, or dispenser of the drug or device but does not take ownership of the product or have
responsibility for directing the sale or disposition of the product.

"Total tetrahydrocannabinol" means the sum, after the application of any necessary conversion factor,
of the percentage by weight of tetrahydrocannabinol and the percentage by weight of tet-
rahydrocannabinolic acid.

"USP-NF" means the current edition of the United States Pharmacopeia-National Formulary.

"Warehouser" means any person, other than a wholesale distributor, manufacturer, or third-party logist-
ics provider, engaged in the business of (i) selling or otherwise distributing prescription drugs or
devices to any person who is not the ultimate user or consumer and (ii) delivering Schedule VI pre-
scription devices to the ultimate user or consumer pursuant to § 54.1-3415.1. No person shall be sub-
ject to any state or local tax by reason of this definition.



"Wholesale distribution" means (i) distribution of prescription drugs to persons other than consumers
or patients and (ii) delivery of Schedule VI prescription devices to the ultimate user or consumer pur-
suant to § 54.1-3415.1, subject to the exemptions set forth in the federal Drug Supply Chain Security
Act.

"Wholesale distributor" means any person other than a manufacturer, a manufacturer's co-licensed
partner, a third-party logistics provider, or a repackager that engages in wholesale distribution.

The words "drugs" and "devices" as used in Chapter 33 (§ 54.1-3300 et seq.) and in this chapter shall
not include surgical or dental instruments, physical therapy equipment, X-ray apparatus, or glasses or
lenses for the eyes.

The terms "pharmacist," "pharmacy," and "practice of pharmacy" as used in this chapter shall be
defined as provided in Chapter 33 (§ 54.1-3300 et seq.) unless the context requires a different mean-
ing.

Code 1950, §§ 54-399, 54-487; 1952, c. 451; 1958, c. 551, § 54-524.2; 1966, c. 193; 1968, c. 582;
1970, c. 650; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 94; 1972, c. 798; 1975, c. 425; 1976, c. 14; 1977, c. 193; 1978, c. 833;
1979, c. 435; 1980, c. 150; 1988, c. 765; 1991, cc. 519, 524; 1992, cc. 737, 793; 1996, cc. 37, 152,
158, 407, 408; 1997, cc. 20, 677, 806; 1998, c. 470; 1999, cc. 661, 750; 2000, cc. 861, 878, 935; 2003,
cc. 509, 639, 995; 2005, cc. 475, 839; 2006, c. 346; 2012, c. 213; 2013, cc. 412, 504, 544, 765; 2014,
cc. 674, 719; 2015, cc. 158, 180, 300; 2016, cc. 221, 495; 2017, cc. 115, 429; 2018, cc. 241, 242, 689,
690; 2019, cc. 653, 654; 2020, cc. 831, 1285, 1286; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 110; 2023, cc. 183, 744, 794.

§ 54.1-3401.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2016, c. 221, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-3402. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2003, c. 509.

§ 54.1-3403. Chapter not applicable to economic poisons.
This chapter shall not be construed to apply (i) to poisons used for the control of insects, animal pests,
weeds, fungus diseases or other substances sold for use in agricultural, horticultural or related arts
and sciences when such substances which are poisons within the meaning of this chapter are sold in
original unbroken packages bearing a label having plainly printed upon it the name of the contents
and the word POISON and an effective antidote or (ii) to any person, persons, corporations or asso-
ciations engaged in the business of selling, making, compounding or manufacturing industrial chem-
icals for distribution or sale at wholesale or for making, compounding or manufacturing other products.

Code 1950, § 54-403.1; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.4; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3404. Inventories of controlled substances required of certain persons; contents and form of
record.
A. Except as set forth in subsection G, every person manufacturing, compounding, processing, selling,
dispensing or otherwise disposing of drugs in Schedules I, II, III, IV or V shall take a complete and
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accurate inventory of all stocks of Schedules I through V drugs on the date he first engages in busi-
ness. If there are no controlled substances on hand at that time, he shall record this fact as part of the
inventory. An inventory taken by use of an oral recording device shall be promptly reduced to writing
and maintained in a written, typewritten or printed form. Such inventory shall be made either as of the
opening of business or as of the close of business on the inventory date.

B. After the initial inventory is taken, every person described herein shall take a new inventory at least
every two years of all stocks on hand of Schedules I through V drugs. The biennial inventory shall be
taken on any date which is within two years of the previous biennial inventory.

C. The record of such drugs received shall in every case show the date of receipt, the name and
address of the person from whom received and the kind and quantity of drugs received, the kind and
quantity of drugs produced or removed from process of manufacture, and the date of such production
or removal from process of manufacture. The record shall in every case show the proportion of
morphine, cocaine, or ecgonine contained in or producible from crude opium or coca leaves received
or produced.

D. The record of all drugs sold, administered, dispensed, or otherwise disposed of, shall show the
date of selling, administering, or dispensing, the name and address of the person to whom or for
whose use, or the owner and species of animal for which the drugs were sold, administered or dis-
pensed, and the kind and quantity of drugs. Any person selling, administering, dispensing or oth-
erwise disposing of such drugs shall make and sign such record at the time of each transaction. The
keeping of a record required by or under the federal laws, containing substantially the same inform-
ation as is specified above, shall constitute compliance with this section, except that every such
record shall contain a detailed list of any drugs lost, destroyed or stolen, the kind and quantity of such
drugs, and the date of the discovery of such loss, destruction or theft. The form of records shall be pre-
scribed by the Board.

E. Whenever any registrant or licensee discovers a theft or any other unusual loss of any controlled
substance, he shall immediately report such theft or loss to the Board. If the registrant or licensee is
unable to determine the exact kind and quantity of the drug loss, he shall immediately make a com-
plete inventory of all Schedule I through V drugs.

Within 30 days after the discovery of a loss of drugs, the registrant or licensee shall furnish the Board
with a listing of the kind, quantity and strength of such drugs lost.

F. All records required pursuant to this section shall be maintained completely and accurately for two
years from the date of the transaction recorded.

G. Each person authorized to conduct chemical analyses using controlled substances in the Depart-
ment of Forensic Science shall comply with the inventory requirements set forth in subsections A
through F; however, the following substances shall not be required to be included in such inventory: (i)
controlled substances on hand at the time of the inventory in a quantity of less than one kilogram,
other than a hallucinogenic controlled substance listed in Schedule I of this chapter; or (ii)



hallucinogenic controlled substances, other than lysergic acid diethylamide, on hand at the time of the
inventory in a quantity of less than 20 grams; or (iii) lysergic acid diethylamide on hand at the time of
the inventory in a quantity of less than 0.5 grams. Further, no inventory shall be required of known or
suspected controlled substances that have been received as evidentiary materials for analyses by the
Department of Forensic Science.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.56; 1972, c. 798; 1978, c. 833; 1979, c. 435; 1980, c. 203; 1982, c. 278; 1988, c.
765; 1998, c. 105; 2004, c. 51; 2005, cc. 868, 881.

§ 54.1-3405. Access to and copies of records; inspections.
Every person required to prepare or obtain, and keep, records, and any carrier maintaining records
with respect to any shipment containing any drug, and every person in charge or having custody of
such records shall, upon request of an agent designated by the Board, permit such agent at reas-
onable times to have access to and copy such records.

Any agent designated by the Superintendent of the Department of State Police to conduct drug diver-
sion investigations shall, for the purpose of such investigations, also be permitted access at reas-
onable times to all such records relevant to a specific investigation and be allowed to inspect and
copy such records. However, agents designated by the Superintendent of the Department of State
Police to conduct drug diversion investigations shall not copy and remove patient records unless such
patient records are relevant to a specific investigation. Any agent designated by the Superintendent of
the Department of State Police shall allow the person or carrier maintaining such records, or agent
thereof, to examine any copies of records before their removal from the premises. If the agent des-
ignated by the Superintendent of State Police copies records on magnetic storage media, he will
deliver a duplicate of the magnetic storage media on which the copies are stored to the person or car-
rier maintaining such records or an agent thereof, prior to removing the copies from the premises. If the
original of any record is removed by any agent designated by the Superintendent of State Police, a
receipt therefor shall be left with the person or carrier maintaining such records or an agent thereof,
and a copy of the removed record shall be provided the person or carrier maintaining such records
within a reasonable time thereafter.

For the purposes of verification of such records and of enforcement of this chapter, agents designated
by the Board or by the Superintendent are authorized, upon presenting appropriate credentials to the
owner, operator, or agent in charge, to enter, at reasonable times, any factory, warehouse, estab-
lishment, or vehicle in which any drug is held, manufactured, compounded, processed, sold,
delivered, or otherwise disposed of; and to inspect, within reasonable limits and in a reasonable man-
ner, such factory, warehouse, establishment, or vehicle, and all pertinent equipment, finished and
unfinished material, containers and labeling, including records, files, papers, processes, controls, and
facilities, bearing on violation of this chapter; and to inventory and obtain samples of any stock of any
drugs.
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If a sample of any drug is obtained, the agent making the inspection shall, upon completion of the
inspection and before leaving the premises, give to the owner, operator, or agent in charge a receipt
describing the sample. No inspection shall extend to financial data, sales data other than shipment
data, pricing data, personnel data or research data.

Any information obtained by a designated State Police agent during an inspection under this section
which constitutes evidence of a violation of any provision of this chapter shall be reported to the
Department of Health Professions upon its discovery.

Any information obtained by an agent designated by the Board during an inspection under this section
which constitutes evidence of a violation of Article 1 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2
shall be reported to the Department of State Police upon its discovery.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.57; 1988, cc. 266, 765; 1992, cc. 743, 808.

§ 54.1-3406. Records confidential; disclosure of information about violations of federal law.
A. No agent of the Board or agent designated by the Superintendent of the Department of State Police
having knowledge by virtue of his office of any prescriptions, papers, records, or stocks of drugs shall
divulge such knowledge, except in connection with a criminal investigation authorized by the Attorney
General or attorney for the Commonwealth or with a prosecution or proceeding in court or before a reg-
ulatory board or officer, to which investigation, prosecution or proceeding the person to whom such
prescriptions, papers or records relate is a subject or party. This section shall not be construed to pro-
hibit the Board president or his designee and the Director of the Department of Health Professions
from discharging their duties as provided in this title.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-2400.2, the Board shall have the authority to submit to the
U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services information resulting from an inspection or an invest-
igation indicating that a compounding pharmacy or outsourcing facility may be in violation of federal
law or regulations with the exception of compounding for office-based administration in accordance
with § 54.1-3410.2.

Code 1950, § 54-512; 1970, c. 650; 1983, c. 528, § 54-524.58; 1988, cc. 266, 765; 2015, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3407. Analysis of controlled substances.
A licensed physician or pharmacist may receive controlled substances from or on behalf of a patient
for qualitative or quantitative analysis purposes only, without an official order form, if within twenty-four
hours of its receipt the physician or pharmacist mails or delivers the entire sample to a laboratory oper-
ated by the Commonwealth and designated by the Board to receive such substances. If the sample is
mailed, it shall be sent by registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, with return receipt requested. If
personally delivered, a receipt shall be obtained from such laboratory. All receipts or returns shall be
kept on file for three years and shall be available for inspection by the Board at any reasonable time.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.59:1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3408. Professional use by practitioners.
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A. A practitioner of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, dentistry, or veterinary medicine, a licensed
advanced practice registered nurse pursuant to § 54.1-2957.01, a licensed certified midwife pursuant
to § 54.1-2957.04, a licensed physician assistant pursuant to § 54.1-2952.1, or a TPA-certified opto-
metrist pursuant to Article 5 (§ 54.1-3222 et seq.) of Chapter 32 shall only prescribe, dispense, or
administer controlled substances in good faith for medicinal or therapeutic purposes within the course
of his professional practice. A licensed midwife pursuant to § 54.1-2957.7 shall only obtain, possess,
and administer controlled substances in good faith for medicinal or therapeutic purposes within the
course of his professional practice.

B. The prescribing practitioner's order may be on a written prescription or pursuant to an oral pre-
scription as authorized by this chapter. The prescriber may administer drugs and devices, or he may
cause drugs or devices to be administered by:

1. A nurse, physician assistant, or intern under his direction and supervision;

2. Persons trained to administer drugs and devices to patients in state-owned or state-operated hos-
pitals or facilities licensed as hospitals by the Board of Health or psychiatric hospitals licensed by the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services who administer drugs under the con-
trol and supervision of the prescriber or a pharmacist;

3. Emergency medical services personnel certified and authorized to administer drugs and devices
pursuant to regulations of the Board of Health who act within the scope of such certification and pur-
suant to an oral or written order or standing protocol;

4. Persons who are employed or engaged at a medical care facility, as defined in § 32.1-3, who have
a valid emergency medical services provider certification issued by the Board of Health as a require-
ment of being employed or engaged at the medical care facility within the scope of such certification,
pursuant to an oral or written order or standing protocol to administer drugs and devices at the medical
care facility; or

5. A licensed respiratory therapist as defined in § 54.1-2954 who administers by inhalation controlled
substances used in inhalation or respiratory therapy.

C. Pursuant to an oral or written order or standing protocol, the prescriber, who is authorized by state
or federal law to possess and administer radiopharmaceuticals in the scope of his practice, may
authorize a nuclear medicine technologist to administer, under his supervision, radiopharmaceuticals
used in the diagnosis or treatment of disease.

D. Pursuant to an oral or written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course
of his professional practice, such prescriber may authorize registered nurses and licensed practical
nurses to possess (i) epinephrine and oxygen for administration in treatment of emergency medical
conditions and (ii) heparin and sterile normal saline to use for the maintenance of intravenous access
lines.



Pursuant to the regulations of the Board of Health, certain emergency medical services technicians
may possess and administer epinephrine in emergency cases of anaphylactic shock.

Pursuant to an order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his professional
practice, any school nurse, school board employee, employee of a local governing body, or employee
of a local health department who is authorized by a prescriber and trained in the administration of epi-
nephrine may possess and administer epinephrine.

Pursuant to an order or standing protocol that shall be issued by the local health director within the
course of his professional practice, any school nurse, licensed athletic trainer under contract with a
local school division, school board employee, employee of a local governing body, or employee of a
local health department who is authorized by the local health director and trained in the administration
of albuterol inhalers and valved holding chambers or nebulized albuterol may possess or administer
an albuterol inhaler and a valved holding chamber or nebulized albuterol to a student diagnosed with
a condition requiring an albuterol inhaler or nebulized albuterol when the student is believed to be
experiencing or about to experience an asthmatic crisis.

Pursuant to an order or a standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his pro-
fessional practice, any employee of a school for students with disabilities, as defined in § 22.1-319
and licensed by the Board of Education, or any employee of a private school that is accredited pur-
suant to § 22.1-19 as administered by the Virginia Council for Private Education who is authorized by
a prescriber and trained in the administration of (a) epinephrine may possess and administer epi-
nephrine and (b) albuterol inhalers or nebulized albuterol may possess or administer an albuterol
inhaler or nebulized albuterol to a student diagnosed with a condition requiring an albuterol inhaler or
nebulized albuterol when the student is believed to be experiencing or about to experience an asth-
matic crisis.

Pursuant to an order or a standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his pro-
fessional practice, any nurse at an early childhood care and education entity, employee at the entity,
or employee of a local health department who is authorized by a prescriber and trained in the admin-
istration of epinephrine may possess and administer epinephrine.

Pursuant to an order or a standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his pro-
fessional practice, any employee of a public institution of higher education or a private institution of
higher education who is authorized by a prescriber and trained in the administration of epinephrine
may possess and administer epinephrine.

Pursuant to an order or a standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his pro-
fessional practice, any employee of an organization providing outdoor educational experiences or pro-
grams for youth who is authorized by a prescriber and trained in the administration of epinephrine may
possess and administer epinephrine.

Pursuant to an order or a standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his pro-
fessional practice, and in accordance with policies and guidelines established by the Department of



Health, such prescriber may authorize any employee of a restaurant licensed pursuant to Chapter 3 (§
35.1-18 et seq.) of Title 35.1 to possess and administer epinephrine on the premises of the restaurant
at which the employee is employed, provided that such person is trained in the administration of epi-
nephrine.

Pursuant to an order issued by the prescriber within the course of his professional practice, an
employee of a provider licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
or a person providing services pursuant to a contract with a provider licensed by the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services may possess and administer epinephrine, provided
such person is authorized and trained in the administration of epinephrine.

Pursuant to an order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his professional
practice, any employee of a public place, as defined in § 15.2-2820, who is authorized by a prescriber
and trained in the administration of epinephrine may possess and administer epinephrine.

Pursuant to an oral or written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of
his professional practice, such prescriber may authorize pharmacists to possess epinephrine and oxy-
gen for administration in treatment of emergency medical conditions.

E. Pursuant to an oral or written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course
of his professional practice, such prescriber may authorize licensed physical therapists to possess
and administer topical corticosteroids, topical lidocaine, and any other Schedule VI topical drug.

F. Pursuant to an oral or written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course
of his professional practice, such prescriber may authorize licensed athletic trainers to possess and
administer topical corticosteroids, topical lidocaine, or other Schedule VI topical drugs; oxygen and IV
saline for use in emergency situations; subcutaneous lidocaine for wound closure; epinephrine for use
in emergency cases of anaphylactic shock; and naloxone or other opioid antagonist for overdose
reversal.

G. Pursuant to an oral or written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course
of his professional practice, and in accordance with policies and guidelines established by the Depart-
ment of Health pursuant to § 32.1-50.2, such prescriber may authorize registered nurses or licensed
practical nurses under the supervision of a registered nurse to possess and administer tuberculin pur-
ified protein derivative (PPD) in the absence of a prescriber. The Department of Health's policies and
guidelines shall be consistent with applicable guidelines developed by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention for preventing transmission of mycobacterium tuberculosis and shall be updated to
incorporate any subsequently implemented standards of the Occupational Safety and Health Admin-
istration and the Department of Labor and Industry to the extent that they are inconsistent with the
Department of Health's policies and guidelines. Such standing protocols shall explicitly describe the
categories of persons to whom the tuberculin test is to be administered and shall provide for appro-
priate medical evaluation of those in whom the test is positive. The prescriber shall ensure that the



nurse implementing such standing protocols has received adequate training in the practice and prin-
ciples underlying tuberculin screening.

The Health Commissioner or his designee may authorize registered nurses, acting as agents of the
Department of Health, to possess and administer, at the nurse's discretion, tuberculin purified protein
derivative (PPD) to those persons in whom tuberculin skin testing is indicated based on protocols and
policies established by the Department of Health.

H. Pursuant to a written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his pro-
fessional practice, such prescriber may authorize, with the consent of the parents as defined in § 22.1-
1, an employee of (i) a school board, (ii) a school for students with disabilities as defined in § 22.1-319
licensed by the Board of Education, or (iii) a private school accredited pursuant to § 22.1-19 as admin-
istered by the Virginia Council for Private Education who is trained in the administration of insulin and
glucagon to assist with the administration of insulin or administer glucagon to a student diagnosed as
having diabetes and who requires insulin injections during the school day or for whom glucagon has
been prescribed for the emergency treatment of hypoglycemia. Such authorization shall only be effect-
ive when a licensed nurse, an advanced practice registered nurse, a physician, or a physician assist-
ant is not present to perform the administration of the medication.

Pursuant to a written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his pro-
fessional practice, such prescriber may authorize an employee of a public institution of higher edu-
cation or a private institution of higher education who is trained in the administration of insulin and
glucagon to assist with the administration of insulin or administration of glucagon to a student dia-
gnosed as having diabetes and who requires insulin injections or for whom glucagon has been pre-
scribed for the emergency treatment of hypoglycemia. Such authorization shall only be effective when
a licensed nurse, an advanced practice registered nurse, a physician, or a physician assistant is not
present to perform the administration of the medication.

Pursuant to a written order issued by the prescriber within the course of his professional practice, such
prescriber may authorize an employee of a provider licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services or a person providing services pursuant to a contract with a provider
licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to assist with the
administration of insulin or to administer glucagon to a person diagnosed as having diabetes and who
requires insulin injections or for whom glucagon has been prescribed for the emergency treatment of
hypoglycemia, provided such employee or person providing services has been trained in the admin-
istration of insulin and glucagon.

I. A prescriber may authorize, pursuant to a protocol approved by the Board of Nursing, the admin-
istration of vaccines to adults for immunization, when a practitioner with prescriptive authority is not
physically present, by (i) licensed pharmacists, (ii) registered nurses, or (iii) licensed practical nurses
under the supervision of a registered nurse. A prescriber acting on behalf of and in accordance with
established protocols of the Department of Health may authorize the administration of vaccines to any



person by a pharmacist, nurse, or designated emergency medical services provider who holds an
advanced life support certificate issued by the Commissioner of Health under the direction of an oper-
ational medical director when the prescriber is not physically present. The emergency medical ser-
vices provider shall provide documentation of the vaccines to be recorded in the Virginia
Immunization Information System.

J. A dentist may cause Schedule VI topical drugs to be administered under his direction and super-
vision by either a dental hygienist or by an authorized agent of the dentist.

Further, pursuant to a written order and in accordance with a standing protocol issued by the dentist in
the course of his professional practice, a dentist may authorize a dental hygienist under his general
supervision, as defined in § 54.1-2722, or his remote supervision, as defined in subsection E or F of §
54.1-2722, to possess and administer topical oral fluorides, topical oral anesthetics, topical and dir-
ectly applied antimicrobial agents for treatment of periodontal pocket lesions, and any other Schedule
VI topical drug approved by the Board of Dentistry.

In addition, a dentist may authorize a dental hygienist under his direction to administer Schedule VI
nitrous oxide and oxygen inhalation analgesia and, to persons 18 years of age or older, Schedule VI
local anesthesia.

K. Pursuant to an oral or written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course
of his professional practice, such prescriber may authorize registered professional nurses certified as
sexual assault nurse examiners-A (SANE-A) under his supervision and when he is not physically
present to possess and administer preventive medications for victims of sexual assault as recom-
mended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

L. This section shall not prevent the administration of drugs by a person who has satisfactorily com-
pleted a training program for this purpose approved by the Board of Nursing and who administers
such drugs in accordance with a prescriber's instructions pertaining to dosage, frequency, and manner
of administration, and in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Board of Pharmacy relating
to security and record keeping, when the drugs administered would be normally self-administered by
(i) an individual receiving services in a program licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services; (ii) a resident of the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision
Impaired; (iii) a resident of a facility approved by the Board or Department of Juvenile Justice for the
placement of children in need of services or delinquent or alleged delinquent youth; (iv) a program par-
ticipant of an adult day-care center licensed by the Department of Social Services; (v) a resident of
any facility authorized or operated by a state or local government whose primary purpose is not to
provide health care services; (vi) a resident of a private children's residential facility, as defined in §
63.2-100 and licensed by the Department of Social Services, Department of Education, or Department
of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services; or (vii) a student in a school for students with dis-
abilities, as defined in § 22.1-319 and licensed by the Board of Education.



In addition, this section shall not prevent a person who has successfully completed a training program
for the administration of drugs via percutaneous gastrostomy tube approved by the Board of Nursing
and been evaluated by a registered nurse as having demonstrated competency in administration of
drugs via percutaneous gastrostomy tube from administering drugs to a person receiving services
from a program licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to such
person via percutaneous gastrostomy tube. The continued competency of a person to administer
drugs via percutaneous gastrostomy tube shall be evaluated semiannually by a registered nurse.

M. Medication aides registered by the Board of Nursing pursuant to Article 7 (§ 54.1-3041 et seq.) of
Chapter 30 may administer drugs that would otherwise be self-administered to residents of any
assisted living facility licensed by the Department of Social Services. A registered medication aide
shall administer drugs pursuant to this section in accordance with the prescriber's instructions per-
taining to dosage, frequency, and manner of administration; in accordance with regulations pro-
mulgated by the Board of Pharmacy relating to security and recordkeeping; in accordance with the
assisted living facility's Medication Management Plan; and in accordance with such other regulations
governing their practice promulgated by the Board of Nursing.

N. In addition, this section shall not prevent the administration of drugs by a person who administers
such drugs in accordance with a physician's instructions pertaining to dosage, frequency, and manner
of administration and with written authorization of a parent, and in accordance with school board reg-
ulations relating to training, security and record keeping, when the drugs administered would be nor-
mally self-administered by a student of a Virginia public school. Training for such persons shall be
accomplished through a program approved by the local school boards, in consultation with the local
departments of health.

O. In addition, this section shall not prevent the administration of drugs by a person to (i) a child in a
child day program as defined in § 22.1-289.02 and regulated by the Board of Education or a local gov-
ernment pursuant to § 15.2-914, or (ii) a student of a private school that is accredited pursuant to §
22.1-19 as administered by the Virginia Council for Private Education, provided such person (a) has
satisfactorily completed a training program for this purpose approved by the Board of Nursing and
taught by a registered nurse, a licensed practical nurse, an advanced practice registered nurse, a
physician assistant, a doctor of medicine or osteopathic medicine, or a pharmacist; (b) has obtained
written authorization from a parent or guardian; (c) administers drugs only to the child identified on the
prescription label in accordance with the prescriber's instructions pertaining to dosage, frequency, and
manner of administration; and (d) administers only those drugs that were dispensed from a pharmacy
and maintained in the original, labeled container that would normally be self-administered by the child
or student, or administered by a parent or guardian to the child or student.

P. In addition, this section shall not prevent the administration or dispensing of drugs and devices by
persons if they are authorized by the State Health Commissioner in accordance with protocols estab-
lished by the State Health Commissioner pursuant to § 32.1-42.1 when (i) the Governor has declared
a disaster or a state of emergency, the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services has



issued a declaration of an actual or potential bioterrorism incident or other actual or potential public
health emergency, or the Board of Health has made an emergency order pursuant to § 32.1-13 for the
purpose of suppressing nuisances dangerous to the public health and communicable, contagious,
and infectious diseases and other dangers to the public life and health and for the limited purpose of
administering vaccines as an approved countermeasure for such communicable, contagious, and
infectious diseases; (ii) it is necessary to permit the provision of needed drugs or devices; and (iii)
such persons have received the training necessary to safely administer or dispense the needed drugs
or devices. Such persons shall administer or dispense all drugs or devices under the direction, con-
trol, and supervision of the State Health Commissioner.

Q. Nothing in this title shall prohibit the administration of normally self-administered drugs by unli-
censed individuals to a person in his private residence.

R. This section shall not interfere with any prescriber issuing prescriptions in compliance with his
authority and scope of practice and the provisions of this section to a Board agent for use pursuant to
subsection G of § 18.2-258.1. Such prescriptions issued by such prescriber shall be deemed to be
valid prescriptions.

S. Nothing in this title shall prevent or interfere with dialysis care technicians or dialysis patient care
technicians who are certified by an organization approved by the Board of Health Professions or per-
sons authorized for provisional practice pursuant to Chapter 27.01 (§ 54.1-2729.1 et seq.), in the ordin-
ary course of their duties in a Medicare-certified renal dialysis facility, from administering heparin,
topical needle site anesthetics, dialysis solutions, sterile normal saline solution, and blood volumizers,
for the purpose of facilitating renal dialysis treatment, when such administration of medications occurs
under the orders of a licensed physician, an advanced practice registered nurse, or a physician assist-
ant and under the immediate and direct supervision of a licensed registered nurse. Nothing in this
chapter shall be construed to prohibit a patient care dialysis technician trainee from performing dia-
lysis care as part of and within the scope of the clinical skills instruction segment of a supervised dia-
lysis technician training program, provided such trainee is identified as a "trainee" while working in a
renal dialysis facility.

The dialysis care technician or dialysis patient care technician administering the medications shall
have demonstrated competency as evidenced by holding current valid certification from an organ-
ization approved by the Board of Health Professions pursuant to Chapter 27.01 (§ 54.1-2729.1 et
seq.).

T. Persons who are otherwise authorized to administer controlled substances in hospitals shall be
authorized to administer influenza or pneumococcal vaccines pursuant to § 32.1-126.4.

U. Pursuant to a specific order for a patient and under his direct and immediate supervision, a pre-
scriber may authorize the administration of controlled substances by personnel who have been prop-
erly trained to assist a doctor of medicine or osteopathic medicine, provided the method does not



include intravenous, intrathecal, or epidural administration and the prescriber remains responsible for
such administration.

V. A physician assistant, nurse, dental hygienist, or authorized agent of a doctor of medicine, osteo-
pathic medicine, or dentistry may possess and administer topical fluoride varnish pursuant to an oral
or written order or a standing protocol issued by a doctor of medicine, osteopathic medicine, or
dentistry.

W. A prescriber, acting in accordance with guidelines developed pursuant to § 32.1-46.02, may author-
ize the administration of influenza vaccine to minors by a licensed pharmacist, registered nurse,
licensed practical nurse under the direction and immediate supervision of a registered nurse, or emer-
gency medical services provider who holds an advanced life support certificate issued by the Com-
missioner of Health when the prescriber is not physically present.

X. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-3303, pursuant to an oral, written, or standing order issued
by a prescriber or a standing order issued by the Commissioner of Health or his designee authorizing
the dispensing of naloxone or other opioid antagonist used for overdose reversal in the absence of an
oral or written order for a specific patient issued by a prescriber, and in accordance with protocols
developed by the Board of Pharmacy in consultation with the Board of Medicine and the Department
of Health, a pharmacist, a health care provider providing services in a hospital emergency department,
and emergency medical services personnel, as that term is defined in § 32.1-111.1, may dispense
naloxone or other opioid antagonist used for overdose reversal and a person to whom naloxone or
other opioid antagonist has been dispensed pursuant to this subsection may possess and administer
naloxone or other opioid antagonist used for overdose reversal to a person who is believed to be
experiencing or about to experience a life-threatening opioid overdose. Law-enforcement officers as
defined in § 9.1-101, employees of the Department of Forensic Science, employees of the Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner, employees of the Department of General Services Division of Consolidated
Laboratory Services, employees of the Department of Corrections designated by the Director of the
Department of Corrections or designated as probation and parole officers or as correctional officers as
defined in § 53.1-1, employees of the Department of Juvenile Justice designated as probation and
parole officers or as juvenile correctional officers, employees of regional jails, school nurses, local
health department employees that are assigned to a public school pursuant to an agreement between
the local health department and the school board, other school board employees or individuals con-
tracted by a school board to provide school health services, and firefighters may also possess and
administer naloxone or other opioid antagonist used for overdose reversal and may dispense nalox-
one or other opioid antagonist used for overdose reversal pursuant to an oral, written, or standing
order issued by a prescriber or a standing order issued by the Commissioner of Health or his
designee in accordance with protocols developed by the Board of Pharmacy in consultation with the
Board of Medicine and the Department of Health.

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-3303, pursuant to an oral, written, or standing order issued by
a prescriber or a standing order issued by the Commissioner of Health or his designee authorizing the



dispensing of naloxone or other opioid antagonist used for overdose reversal in the absence of an oral
or written order for a specific patient issued by a prescriber, and in accordance with protocols
developed by the Board of Pharmacy in consultation with the Board of Medicine and the Department
of Health, any person may possess and administer naloxone or other opioid antagonist used for over-
dose reversal, other than naloxone in an injectable formulation with a hypodermic needle or syringe,
in accordance with protocols developed by the Board of Pharmacy in consultation with the Board of
Medicine and the Department of Health.

Y. Notwithstanding any other law or regulation to the contrary, a person who is acting on behalf of an
organization that provides services to individuals at risk of experiencing an opioid overdose or training
in the administration of naloxone for overdose reversal may dispense naloxone, provided that such dis-
pensing is (i) pursuant to a standing order issued by a prescriber and (ii) in accordance with protocols
developed by the Board of Pharmacy in consultation with the Board of Medicine and the Department
of Health. If the person acting on behalf of an organization dispenses naloxone in an injectable for-
mulation with a hypodermic needle or syringe, he shall first obtain authorization from the Department
of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to train individuals on the proper administration of
naloxone by and proper disposal of a hypodermic needle or syringe, and he shall obtain a controlled
substance registration from the Board of Pharmacy. The Board of Pharmacy shall not charge a fee for
the issuance of such controlled substance registration. The dispensing may occur at a site other than
that of the controlled substance registration provided the entity possessing the controlled substances
registration maintains records in accordance with regulations of the Board of Pharmacy. No person
who dispenses naloxone on behalf of an organization pursuant to this subsection shall charge a fee
for the dispensing of naloxone that is greater than the cost to the organization of obtaining the nalox-
one dispensed. A person to whom naloxone has been dispensed pursuant to this subsection may pos-
sess naloxone and may administer naloxone to a person who is believed to be experiencing or about
to experience a life-threatening opioid overdose.

Z. A person who is not otherwise authorized to administer naloxone or other opioid antagonist used
for overdose reversal may administer naloxone or other opioid antagonist used for overdose reversal
to a person who is believed to be experiencing or about to experience a life-threatening opioid over-
dose.

AA. Pursuant to a written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his
professional practice, such prescriber may authorize, with the consent of the parents as defined in §
22.1-1, an employee of (i) a school board, (ii) a school for students with disabilities as defined in §
22.1-319 licensed by the Board of Education, or (iii) a private school accredited pursuant to § 22.1-19
as administered by the Virginia Council for Private Education who is trained in the administration of
injected medications for the treatment of adrenal crisis resulting from a condition causing adrenal insuf-
ficiency to administer such medication to a student diagnosed with a condition causing adrenal insuf-
ficiency when the student is believed to be experiencing or about to experience an adrenal crisis.
Such authorization shall be effective only when a licensed nurse, an advanced practice registered



nurse, a physician, or a physician assistant is not present to perform the administration of the med-
ication.
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§ 54.1-3408.01. Requirements for prescriptions.
A. The written prescription referred to in § 54.1-3408 shall be written with ink or individually typed or
printed. The prescription shall contain the name, address, and telephone number of the prescriber. A
prescription for a controlled substance other than one controlled in Schedule VI shall also contain the
federal controlled substances registration number assigned to the prescriber. The prescriber's inform-
ation shall be either preprinted upon the prescription blank, electronically printed, typewritten, rubber
stamped, or printed by hand.

The written prescription shall contain the first and last name of the patient for whom the drug is pre-
scribed. The address of the patient shall either be placed upon the written prescription by the pre-
scriber or his agent, or by the dispenser of the prescription. If the prescriber is providing expedited
partner therapy pursuant to § 54.1-3303 and the contact patient's name and address are unavailable,
then "Expedited Partner Therapy" or "EPT" shall be affixed on the written prescription, in lieu of the
contact patient's name and address. If not otherwise prohibited by law, the dispenser may record the
address of the patient in an electronic prescription dispensing record for that patient in lieu of record-
ing it on the prescription. Each written prescription shall be dated as of, and signed by the prescriber
on, the day when issued. The prescription may be prepared by an agent for the prescriber's signature.

This section shall not prohibit a prescriber from using preprinted prescriptions for drugs classified in
Schedule VI if all requirements concerning dates, signatures, and other information specified above
are otherwise fulfilled.

No written prescription order form shall include more than one prescription. However, this provision
shall not apply (i) to prescriptions written as chart orders for patients in hospitals and long-term-care
facilities, patients receiving home infusion services or hospice patients, or (ii) to a prescription ordered
through a pharmacy operated by or for the Department of Corrections or the Department of Juvenile
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Justice, the central pharmacy of the Department of Health, or the central outpatient pharmacy operated
by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services; or (iii) to prescriptions written
for patients residing in adult and juvenile detention centers, local or regional jails, or work release cen-
ters operated by the Department of Corrections.

B. Prescribers' orders, whether written as chart orders or prescriptions, for Schedules II, III, IV, and V
controlled drugs to be administered to (i) patients or residents of long-term care facilities served by a
Virginia pharmacy from a remote location or (ii) patients receiving parenteral, intravenous, intra-
muscular, subcutaneous or intraspinal infusion therapy and served by a home infusion pharmacy from
a remote location, may be transmitted to that remote pharmacy by an electronic communications
device over telephone lines which send the exact image to the receiver in hard copy form, and such
facsimile copy shall be treated as a valid original prescription order. If the order is for a radio-
pharmaceutical, a physician authorized by state or federal law to possess and administer medical
radioactive materials may authorize a nuclear medicine technologist to transmit a prescriber's verbal
or written orders for radiopharmaceuticals.

C. The oral prescription referred to in § 54.1-3408 shall be transmitted to the pharmacy of the patient's
choice by the prescriber or his authorized agent. For the purposes of this section, an authorized agent
of the prescriber shall be an employee of the prescriber who is under his immediate and personal
supervision, or if not an employee, an individual who holds a valid license allowing the administration
or dispensing of drugs and who is specifically directed by the prescriber.

2000, cc. 135, 861; 2002, c. 411; 2003, c. 639; 2006, c. 195; 2009, cc. 813, 840; 2020, c. 464.

§ 54.1-3408.02. Transmission of prescriptions.
A. Consistent with federal law and in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Board, pre-
scriptions may be transmitted to a pharmacy as an electronic prescription or by facsimile machine and
shall be treated as valid original prescriptions.

B. Any prescription for a controlled substance that contains an opioid shall be issued as an electronic
prescription.

C. The requirements of subsection B shall not apply if:

1. The prescriber dispenses the controlled substance that contains an opioid directly to the patient or
the patient's agent;

2. The prescription is for an individual who is residing in a hospital, assisted living facility, nursing
home, or residential health care facility or is receiving services from a hospice provider or outpatient
dialysis facility;

3. The prescriber experiences temporary technological or electrical failure or other temporary exten-
uating circumstance that prevents the prescription from being transmitted electronically, provided that
the prescriber documents the reason for this exception in the patient's medical record;
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4. The prescriber issues a prescription to be dispensed by a pharmacy located on federal property,
provided that the prescriber documents the reason for this exception in the patient's medical record;

5. The prescription is issued by a licensed veterinarian for the treatment of an animal;

6. The FDA requires the prescription to contain elements that are not able to be included in an elec-
tronic prescription;

7. The prescription is for an opioid under a research protocol;

8. The prescription is issued in accordance with an executive order of the Governor of a declared
emergency;

9. The prescription cannot be issued electronically in a timely manner and the patient's condition is at
risk, provided that the prescriber documents the reason for this exception in the patient's medical
record; or

10. The prescriber has been issued a waiver pursuant to subsection D.

D. The licensing health regulatory board of a prescriber may grant such prescriber, in accordance with
regulations adopted by such board, a waiver of the requirements of subsection B, for a period not to
exceed one year, due to demonstrated economic hardship, technological limitations that are not reas-
onably within the control of the prescriber, or other exceptional circumstances demonstrated by the pre-
scriber.

2000, c. 878; 2017, cc. 115, 429; 2019, c. 664.

§ 54.1-3408.03. Dispensing of therapeutically equivalent drug product permitted.
A. A pharmacist may dispense a therapeutically equivalent drug product for a prescription that is writ-
ten for a brand-name drug product unless (i) the prescriber indicates such substitution is not author-
ized by specifying on the prescription, "brand medically necessary" or (ii) the patient insists on the
dispensing of the brand-name drug product.

In the case of an oral prescription, the prescriber's oral dispensing instructions regarding substitution
shall be followed.

B. Prescribers using prescription blanks printed in compliance with Virginia law in effect on June 30,
2003, having two check boxes and referencing the Virginia Voluntary Formulary, may indicate, until
July 1, 2006, that substitution is not authorized by checking the "Dispense as Written" box. If the "Vol-
untary Formulary Permitted" box is checked on such prescription blanks or if neither box is checked, a
pharmacist may dispense a therapeutically equivalent drug product pursuant to such prescriptions.

C. If the pharmacist dispenses a drug product other than the brand name prescribed, he shall so
inform the purchaser and shall indicate, unless otherwise directed by the prescriber, on both his per-
manent record and the prescription label, the brand name or, in the case of a therapeutically equi-
valent drug product, the name of the manufacturer or the distributor. Whenever a pharmacist
dispenses a therapeutically equivalent drug product pursuant to a prescription written for a brand-
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name product, the pharmacist shall label the drug with the name of the therapeutically equivalent drug
product followed by the words "generic for" and the brand name of the drug for which the prescription
was written.

D. When a pharmacist dispenses a drug product other than the drug product prescribed, the dis-
pensed drug product shall be at a lower retail price than that of the drug product prescribed. Such
retail price shall not exceed the usual and customary retail price charged by the pharmacist for the dis-
pensed therapeutically equivalent drug product.

2003, c. 639.

§ 54.1-3408.04. Dispensing of interchangeable biosimilars permitted.
A. A pharmacist may dispense a biosimilar that has been licensed by the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration as interchangeable with the prescribed product unless (i) the prescriber indicates such sub-
stitute is not authorized by specifying on the prescription "brand medically necessary" or (ii) the patient
insists on the dispensing of the prescribed biological product. In the case of an oral prescription, the
prescriber's oral dispensing instructions regarding dispensing of an interchangeable biosimilar shall
be followed. No pharmacist shall dispense a biosimilar in place of a prescribed biological product
unless the biosimilar has been licensed as interchangeable with the prescribed biological product by
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

B. When a pharmacist dispenses an interchangeable biosimilar in the place of a prescribed biological
product, the pharmacist or his designee shall inform the patient prior to dispensing the inter-
changeable biosimilar. The pharmacist or his designee shall also indicate, unless otherwise directed
by the prescriber, on both the record of dispensing and the prescription label, the brand name or, in
the case of an interchangeable biosimilar, the product name and the name of the manufacturer or dis-
tributor of the interchangeable biosimilar. Whenever a pharmacist substitutes an interchangeable
biosimilar pursuant to a prescription written for a brand-name product, the pharmacist or his designee
shall label the drug with the name of the interchangeable biosimilar followed by the words "Sub-
stituted for" and the name of the biological product for which the prescription was written. Records of
substitutions of interchangeable biosimilars shall be maintained by the pharmacist and the prescriber
for a period of not less than two years from the date of dispensing.

C. [Expired]

D. [Expired]

2013, cc. 412, 544.

§ 54.1-3408.05. Use of FDA-approved substance upon publication of final rule.
Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no person shall be prosecuted under Chapter 7 (§ 18.2-
247 et seq.) of Title 18.2 for acting in accordance with § 54.1-3421 or for prescribing, administering,
dispensing, or possessing pursuant to a valid prescription issued by a prescriber any substance that
has been approved as a prescription drug by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration pursuant to 21
U.S.C. § 360bb and 21 U.S.C. § 355 on or after July 1, 2017, in accordance with any final or interim

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0639
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?131+ful+CHAP0412
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?131+ful+CHAP0544
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-247/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-247/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3421/


final order or rule issued pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 811(j). Such immunity from prosecution for a par-
ticular substance shall remain in effect until the earlier of (i) nine months as calculated from the latter
of the date of the publication in the Federal Register of the interim final order or rule scheduling such
substance or the final order or rule scheduling such substance, provided that a final order or rule is
issued within nine months of the interim final order or rule, or (ii) such substance being added to a
schedule in Article 5 (§ 54.1-3443 et seq.) pursuant to § 54.1-3443 or by enactment into law.

2017, cc. 416, 432.

§ 54.1-3408.1. Prescription in excess of recommended dosage in certain cases.
In the case of a patient with intractable pain, a physician may prescribe a dosage in excess of the
recommended dosage of a pain relieving agent if he certifies the medical necessity for such excess
dosage in the patient's medical record. Any person who prescribes, dispenses or administers an
excess dosage in accordance with this section shall not be in violation of the provisions of this title
because of such excess dosage, if such excess dosage is prescribed, dispensed or administered in
good faith for accepted medicinal or therapeutic purposes.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to grant any person immunity from investigation or dis-
ciplinary action based on the prescription, dispensing or administration of an excess dosage in viol-
ation of this title.

1988, c. 870, § 54-524.65:1; 1990, c. 681; 1995, c. 277.

§ 54.1-3408.2. Failure to report administration or dispensing of or prescription for controlled sub-
stances; report required; penalty.
Any person authorized to prescribe, dispense, or administer controlled substances pursuant to § 54.1-
3408 who has reason to suspect that a person has obtained or attempted to obtain a controlled sub-
stance or prescription for a controlled substance by fraud or deceit, may report the activity to the local
law-enforcement agency for investigation. Any person who, in good faith, makes a report or furnishes
information or records to a law-enforcement officer or entity pursuant to this section shall not be liable
for civil damages in connection with making such report or furnishing such information or records.

2010, c. 185.

§ 54.1-3408.3. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Certification for use of cannabis products for treat-
ment.
A. As used in this section:

"Botanical cannabis" means cannabis that is composed wholly of usable cannabis from the same
parts of the same chemovar of cannabis plant.

"Cannabis dispensing facility" means the same as that term is defined in § 54.1-3442.5.

"Cannabis oil" means any formulation of processed Cannabis plant extract, which may include indus-
trial hemp extracts, including isolates and distillates, acquired by a pharmaceutical processor pur-
suant to § 54.1-3442.6, or a dilution of the resin of the Cannabis plant that contains, except as
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otherwise provided in Article 4.2 (§ 54.1-3442.5 et seq.), no more than 10 milligrams of tet-
rahydrocannabinol per dose. "Cannabis oil" does not include industrial hemp, as defined in § 3.2-
4112, that is grown, handled, or processed in compliance with state or federal law, unless it has been
grown and processed in the Commonwealth by a registered industrial hemp processor and acquired
and formulated by a pharmaceutical processor.

"Cannabis product" means a product that (i) is formulated with cannabis oil or botanical cannabis; (ii)
is produced by a pharmaceutical processor and sold by a pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dis-
pensing facility; (iii) is registered with the Board; (iv) contains, except as otherwise provided in Article
4.2 (§ 54.1-3442.5 et seq.), no more than 10 milligrams of tetrahydrocannabinol per dose; and (v) is
compliant with testing requirements.

"Designated caregiver facility" means any hospice or hospice facility licensed pursuant to § 32.1-
162.3, or home care organization as defined in § 32.1-162.7 that provides pharmaceutical services or
home health services, private provider licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Devel-
opmental Services pursuant to Article 2 (§ 37.2-403 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 37.2, assisted living
facility licensed pursuant to § 63.2-1701, or adult day care center licensed pursuant to § 63.2-1701.

"Pharmaceutical processor" means the same as that term is defined in § 54.1-3442.5.

"Practitioner" means a practitioner of medicine or osteopathy licensed by the Board of Medicine, a
physician assistant licensed by the Board of Medicine, or an advanced practice registered nurse
jointly licensed by the Board of Medicine and the Board of Nursing.

"Registered agent" means an individual (i) designated by a patient who has been issued a written cer-
tification, or, if such patient is a minor or a vulnerable adult as defined in § 18.2-369, designated by
such patient's parent or legal guardian, and (ii) registered with the Board or listed on the patient's writ-
ten certification pursuant to subsection G.

"Usable cannabis" means any cannabis plant material, including seeds, but not (i) resin that has been
extracted from any part of the cannabis plant, its seeds, or its resin; (ii) the mature stalks, fiber pro-
duced from the stalks, or any other compound, manufacture, salt, or derivative, mixture, or preparation
of the mature stalks; or (iii) oil or cake made from the seeds of the plant.

B. A practitioner in the course of his professional practice may issue a written certification for the use
of cannabis products for treatment or to alleviate the symptoms of any diagnosed condition or disease
determined by the practitioner to benefit from such use. The practitioner shall use his professional
judgment to determine the manner and frequency of patient care and evaluation and may employ the
use of telemedicine, provided that the use of telemedicine includes the delivery of patient care through
real-time interactive audio-visual technology. No practitioner may issue a written certification while
such practitioner is on the premises of a pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility. A
pharmaceutical processor shall not endorse or promote any practitioner who issues certifications to
patients. If a practitioner determines it is consistent with the standard of care to dispense botanical can-
nabis to a minor, the written certification shall specifically authorize such dispensing. If not specifically



included on the initial written certification, authorization for botanical cannabis may be communicated
verbally or in writing to the pharmacist at the time of dispensing. A practitioner who issues written cer-
tifications shall not directly or indirectly accept, solicit, or receive anything of value from a phar-
maceutical processor, cannabis dispensing facility, or any person associated with a pharmaceutical
processor, cannabis dispensing facility, or provider of paraphernalia, excluding information on
products or educational materials on the benefits and risks of cannabis products.

C. The written certification shall be on a form provided by the Board of Pharmacy. Such written cer-
tification shall contain the name, address, and telephone number of the practitioner; the name and
address of the patient issued the written certification; the date on which the written certification was
made; and the signature or authentic electronic signature of the practitioner. Such written certification
issued pursuant to subsection B shall expire one year after its issuance unless the practitioner
provides in such written certification an earlier expiration. A written certification shall not be issued to a
patient by more than one practitioner during any given time period.

D. No practitioner shall be prosecuted under § 18.2-248 or 18.2-248.1 for the issuance of a cer-
tification for the use of cannabis products for the treatment or to alleviate the symptoms of a patient's
diagnosed condition or disease pursuant to a written certification issued pursuant to subsection B.
Nothing in this section shall preclude a practitioner's professional licensing board from sanctioning the
practitioner for failing to properly evaluate or treat a patient's medical condition or otherwise violating
the applicable standard of care for evaluating or treating medical conditions.

E. A practitioner who issues a written certification to a patient pursuant to this section (i) shall hold suf-
ficient education and training to exercise appropriate professional judgment in the certification of
patients; (ii) shall not offer a discount or any other thing of value to a patient or a patient's parent, guard-
ian, or registered agent that is contingent on or encourages the person's decision to use a particular
pharmaceutical processor or cannabis product; (iii) shall not issue a certification to himself or his fam-
ily members, employees, or coworkers; (iv) shall not provide product samples containing cannabis
other than those approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration; and (v) shall not accept com-
pensation from a pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility. The Board shall not limit
the number of patients to whom a practitioner may issue a written certification. The Board may report
information to the applicable licensing board on unusual patterns of certifications issued by a prac-
titioner.

F. No patient shall be required to physically present the written certification after the initial dispensing
by any pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility under each written certification,
provided that the pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility maintains an electronic
copy of the written certification. Pharmaceutical processors and cannabis dispensing facilities shall
electronically transmit, on a monthly basis, all new written certifications received by the phar-
maceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility to the Board.



G. A patient, or, if such patient is a minor or a vulnerable adult as defined in § 18.2-369, such patient's
parent or legal guardian, may designate an individual to act as his registered agent for the purposes of
receiving cannabis products pursuant to a valid written certification. Such designated individual shall
register with the Board unless the individual's name is listed on the patient's written certification. An
individual may, on the basis of medical need and in the discretion of the patient's registered prac-
titioner, be listed on the patient's written certification upon the patient's request. The Board may set a
limit on the number of patients for whom any individual is authorized to act as a registered agent.

H. Upon delivery of a cannabis product by a pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility
to a designated caregiver facility, any employee or contractor of a designated caregiver facility, who is
licensed or registered by a health regulatory board and who is authorized to possess, distribute, or
administer medications, may accept delivery of the cannabis product on behalf of a patient or resident
for subsequent delivery to the patient or resident and may assist in the administration of the cannabis
product to the patient or resident as necessary.

I. Information obtained under the patient certification or agent registration process shall be confidential
and shall not be subject to the disclosure provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-
3700 et seq.). However, reasonable access to registry information shall be provided to (i) the Chair-
men of the House Committee for Courts of Justice and the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, (ii)
state and federal agencies or local law enforcement for the purpose of investigating or prosecuting a
specific individual for a specific violation of law, (iii) licensed practitioners or pharmacists, or their
agents, for the purpose of providing patient care and drug therapy management and monitoring of
drugs obtained by a patient, (iv) a pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility involved
in the treatment of a patient, or (v) a registered agent, but only with respect to information related to
such patient.

2015, cc. 7, 8; 2017, c. 613; 2018, cc. 246, 809; 2019, cc. 653, 654, 681, 690; 2020, cc. 730, 831, 928,
1278; 2021 Sp. Sess. I, cc. 205, 227, 228; 2022, cc. 259, 391, 392, 642; 2023, cc. 183, 744, 760, 780,
794, 799.

§ 54.1-3408.3. (Effective January 1, 2024) Certification for use of cannabis for treatment.
A. As used in this section, "botanical cannabis," "cannabis oil," "cannabis product," and "practitioner"
mean the same as those terms are defined in § 4.1-1600.

B. A practitioner in the course of his professional practice may issue a written certification for the use
of cannabis products for treatment or to alleviate the symptoms of any diagnosed condition or disease
determined by the practitioner to benefit from such use in accordance with the provisions of § 4.1-
1601.

2015, cc. 7, 8; 2017, c. 613; 2018, cc. 246, 809; 2019, cc. 653, 654, 681, 690; 2020, cc. 730, 831, 928,
1278; 2021 Sp. Sess. I, cc. 205, 227, 228; 2022, cc. 259, 391, 392, 642; 2023, cc. 183, 740, 744, 760,
773, 780, 794, 799.

§ 54.1-3408.4. Expired.
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Expired July 1, 2022

§ 54.1-3408.5. Epinephrine required in certain public places.
Every public place, as defined in § 15.2-2820, may make epinephrine available for administration. Pur-
suant to an order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his professional
practice and in accordance with policies and guidelines established by the Department of Health, any
employee of a public place, as defined in § 15.2-2820, who is authorized by a prescriber and trained
in the administration of epinephrine may possess and administer epinephrine to a person present in
the public place believed in good faith to be having an anaphylactic reaction.

2020, c. 556.

§ 54.1-3409. Professional use by veterinarians.
A veterinarian may not prescribe controlled substances for human use and shall only prescribe, dis-
pense or administer a controlled substance in good faith for use by animals within the course of his
professional practice. He may prescribe, on a written prescription or on oral prescription as authorized
by § 54.1-3410. He may administer drugs, and he may cause them to be administered by an assistant
or orderly under his direction and supervision. Such a prescription shall be dated and signed by the
person prescribing on the day when issued, and shall bear the full name and address of the owner of
the animal, and the species of the animal for which the drug is prescribed and the full name, address
and registry number, under the federal laws of the person prescribing, if he is required by those laws
to be so registered.

Code 1950, § 54-498; 1956, c. 225; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.66; 1983, c. 528; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3410. When pharmacist may sell and dispense drugs.
A. A pharmacist, acting in good faith, may sell and dispense drugs and devices to any person pur-
suant to a prescription of a prescriber as follows:

1. A drug listed in Schedule II shall be dispensed only upon receipt of a written prescription that is
properly executed, dated and signed by the person prescribing on the day when issued and bearing
the full name and address of the patient for whom, or of the owner of the animal for which, the drug is
dispensed, and the full name, address, and registry number under the federal laws of the person pre-
scribing, if he is required by those laws to be so registered. If the prescription is for an animal, it shall
state the species of animal for which the drug is prescribed;

2. In emergency situations, Schedule II drugs may be dispensed pursuant to an oral prescription in
accordance with the Board's regulations;

3. Whenever a pharmacist dispenses any drug listed within Schedule II on a prescription issued by a
prescriber, he shall affix to the container in which such drug is dispensed, a label showing the pre-
scription serial number or name of the drug; the date of initial filling; his name and address, or the
name and address of the pharmacy; the name of the patient or, if the patient is an animal, the name of
the owner of the animal and the species of the animal; the name of the prescriber by whom the pre-
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scription was written, except for those drugs dispensed to a patient in a hospital pursuant to a chart
order; and such directions as may be stated on the prescription.

B. A drug controlled by Schedules III through VI or a device controlled by Schedule VI shall be dis-
pensed upon receipt of a written or oral prescription as follows:

1. If the prescription is written, it shall be properly executed, dated and signed by the person pre-
scribing on the day when issued and bear the full name and address of the patient for whom, or of the
owner of the animal for which, the drug is dispensed, and the full name and address of the person pre-
scribing. If the prescription is for an animal, it shall state the species of animal for which the drug is pre-
scribed. If the prescription is for expedited partner therapy pursuant to § 54.1-3303 and the contact
patient's name and address are unavailable, the prescription shall state "Expedited Partner Therapy"
or "EPT" in lieu of the full name and address of the contact patient.

2. If the prescription is oral, the prescriber shall furnish the pharmacist with the same information as is
required by law in the case of a written prescription for drugs and devices, except for the signature of
the prescriber.

A pharmacist who dispenses a Schedule III through VI drug or device shall label the drug or device as
required in subdivision A 3 of this section. However, if the pharmacist dispenses a Schedule III
through VI drug or device for expedited partner therapy pursuant to § 54.1-3303 and the contact
patient's name and address are unavailable, the prescription shall state "Expedited Partner Therapy"
or "EPT" in lieu of the full name and address of the contact patient.

C. A drug controlled by Schedule VI may be refilled without authorization from the prescriber if, after
reasonable effort has been made to contact him, the pharmacist ascertains that he is not available and
the patient's health would be in imminent danger without the benefits of the drug. The refill shall be
made in compliance with the provisions of § 54.1-3411.

If the written or oral prescription is for a Schedule VI drug or device and does not contain the address
or registry number of the prescriber, or the address of the patient, the pharmacist need not reduce such
information to writing if such information is readily retrievable within the pharmacy. If the prescription is
for a Schedule VI drug or device for expedited partner therapy pursuant to § 54.1-3303 and the contact
patient's name and address are unavailable, then labeling the name and address of the contact
patient is not required.

D. Pursuant to authorization of the prescriber, an agent of the prescriber on his behalf may orally trans-
mit a prescription for a drug classified in Schedules III through VI if, in such cases, the written record of
the prescription required by this subsection specifies the full name of the agent of the prescriber trans-
mitting the prescription.

E. A dispenser who receives a non-electronic prescription for a controlled substance containing an
opioid is not required to verify that one of the exceptions set forth in § 54.1-3408.02 applies and may
dispense such controlled substance pursuant to such prescription and applicable law.



1970, c. 650, § 54-524.67; 1972, c. 798; 1976, c. 614; 1977, c. 302; 1983, cc. 395, 612; 1988, c. 765;
1996, c. 408; 2003, c. 511; 2017, cc. 115, 429; 2019, c. 664; 2020, c. 464.

§ 54.1-3410.1. Requirements for radiopharmaceuticals.
A. A pharmacist who is authorized by the Board and acting in good faith, may sell and dispense radio-
pharmaceuticals pursuant to the order of a physician who is authorized by state or federal law to pos-
sess and administer radiopharmaceuticals for the treatment or diagnosis of disease.

B. When an authorized nuclear pharmacist dispenses a radioactive medical material, he shall assure
that the outer container (shield) of the radiopharmaceutical shall bear the following information:

1. The name and address of the nuclear pharmacy;

2. The name of the prescriber (authorized user);

3. The date of dispensing;

4. The serial number assigned to the radiopharmaceutical order;

5. The standard radiation symbol;

6. The name of the diagnostic procedure;

7. The words "Caution: Radioactive Material";

8. The name of the radionuclide;

9. The amount of radioactivity and the calibration date and time;

10. The expiration date and time;

11. In the case of a diagnostic radiopharmaceutical, the patient's name or the words "Per Physician's
Order"; and

12. In the case of a therapeutic radiopharmaceutical, the patient's name.

C. Orders for radiopharmaceuticals, whether written or verbal, shall include at least the following
information:

1. The name of the institution or facility and the name of the person transmitting the order;

2. The date that the radiopharmaceutical will be needed and the calibration time;

3. The name or generally recognized and accepted abbreviation of the radiopharmaceutical;

4. The dose or activity of the radiopharmaceutical at the time of calibration; and

5. In the case of a therapeutic radiopharmaceutical or a radiopharmaceutical blood product, the name
of the patient shall be obtained prior to dispensing.

2000, c. 861.

§ 54.1-3410.2. Compounding; pharmacists' authority to compound under certain conditions;
labeling and record maintenance requirements.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0408
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0511
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0115
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0429
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0664
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP0464
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0861


A. A pharmacist may engage in compounding of drug products when the dispensing of such com-
pounded products is (i) pursuant to valid prescriptions for specific patients and (ii) consistent with the
provisions of § 54.1-3303 relating to the issuance of prescriptions and the dispensing of drugs.

Pharmacists shall label all compounded drug products that are dispensed pursuant to a prescription in
accordance with this chapter and the Board's regulations, and shall include on the labeling an appro-
priate beyond-use date as determined by the pharmacist in compliance with USP-NF standards for
pharmacy compounding.

B. A pharmacist may also engage in compounding of drug products in anticipation of receipt of pre-
scriptions based on a routine, regularly observed prescribing pattern.

Pharmacists shall label all products compounded prior to dispensing with (i) the name and strength of
the compounded medication or a list of the active ingredients and strengths; (ii) the pharmacy's
assigned control number that corresponds with the compounding record; (iii) an appropriate beyond-
use date as determined by the pharmacist in compliance with USP-NF standards for pharmacy com-
pounding; and (iv) the quantity.

C. In accordance with the conditions set forth in subsections A and B, pharmacists shall not distribute
compounded drug products for subsequent distribution or sale to other persons or to commercial entit-
ies, including distribution to pharmacies or other entities under common ownership or control with the
facility in which such compounding takes place; however, a pharmacist may distribute to a veter-
inarian in accordance with federal law.

Compounded products for companion animals, as defined in regulations promulgated by the Board of
Veterinary Medicine, and distributed by a pharmacy to a veterinarian for further distribution or sale to
his own patients shall be limited to drugs necessary to treat an emergent condition when timely
access to a compounding pharmacy is not available as determined by the prescribing veterinarian.

A pharmacist may, however, deliver compounded products dispensed pursuant to valid prescriptions
to alternate delivery locations pursuant to § 54.1-3420.2.

A pharmacist may provide a reasonable amount of compounded products to practitioners of medicine,
osteopathy, podiatry, or dentistry to administer to their patients, either personally or under their direct
and immediate supervision, if there is a critical need to treat an emergency condition, or as allowed by
federal law or regulations. A pharmacist may also provide compounded products to practitioners of
veterinary medicine for office-based administration to their patients.

Pharmacists who provide compounded products for office-based administration for treatment of an
emergency condition or as allowed by federal law or regulations shall label all compounded products
distributed to practitioners other than veterinarians for administration to their patients with (i) the state-
ment "For Administering in Prescriber Practice Location Only"; (ii) the name and strength of the com-
pounded medication or list of the active ingredients and strengths; (iii) the facility's control number; (iv)
an appropriate beyond-use date as determined by the pharmacist in compliance with USP-NF
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standards for pharmacy compounding; (v) the name and address of the pharmacy; and (vi) the quant-
ity.

Pharmacists shall label all compounded products for companion animals, as defined in regulations
promulgated by the Board of Veterinary Medicine, and distributed to a veterinarian for either further dis-
tribution or sale to his own patient or administration to his own patient with (a) the name and strength
of the compounded medication or list of the active ingredients and strengths; (b) the facility's control
number; (c) an appropriate beyond-use date as determined by the pharmacist in compliance with
USP-NF standards for pharmacy compounding; (d) the name and address of the pharmacy; and (e)
the quantity.

D. Pharmacists shall personally perform or personally supervise the compounding process, which
shall include a final check for accuracy and conformity to the formula of the product being prepared,
correct ingredients and calculations, accurate and precise measurements, appropriate conditions and
procedures, and appearance of the final product.

E. Pharmacists shall ensure compliance with USP-NF standards for both sterile and non-sterile com-
pounding.

F. Pharmacists may use bulk drug substances in compounding when such bulk drug substances:

1. Comply with the standards of an applicable United States Pharmacopoeia or National Formulary
monograph, if such monograph exists, and the United States Pharmacopoeia chapter on pharmacy
compounding; or are drug substances that are components of drugs approved by the FDA for use in
the United States; or are otherwise approved by the FDA; or are manufactured by an establishment
that is registered by the FDA; and

2. Are distributed by a licensed wholesale distributor or registered nonresident wholesale distributor,
or are distributed by a supplier otherwise approved by the Board and the FDA to distribute bulk drug
substances if the pharmacist can establish purity and safety by reasonable means, such as lot ana-
lysis, manufacturer reputation, or reliability of the source.

G. Pharmacists may compound using ingredients that are not considered drug products in accordance
with the USP-NF standards and guidance on pharmacy compounding.

H. Pharmacists shall not engage in the following:

1. The compounding for human use of a drug product that has been withdrawn or removed from the
market by the FDA because such drug product or a component of such drug product has been found
to be unsafe. However, this prohibition shall be limited to the scope of the FDA withdrawal;

2. The regular compounding or the compounding of inordinate amounts of any drug products that are
essentially copies of commercially available drug products. However, this prohibition shall not include
(i) the compounding of any commercially available product when there is a change in the product
ordered by the prescriber for an individual patient, (ii) the compounding of a commercially man-
ufactured drug only during times when the product is not available from the manufacturer or supplier,



(iii) the compounding of a commercially manufactured drug whose manufacturer has notified the FDA
that the drug is unavailable due to a current drug shortage, (iv) the compounding of a commercially
manufactured drug when the prescriber has indicated in the oral or written prescription for an indi-
vidual patient that there is an emergent need for a drug that is not readily available within the time med-
ically necessary, or (v) the mixing of two or more commercially available products regardless of
whether the end product is a commercially available product; or

3. The compounding of inordinate amounts of any preparation in cases in which there is no observed
historical pattern of prescriptions and dispensing to support an expectation of receiving a valid pre-
scription for the preparation. The compounding of an inordinate amount of a preparation in such cases
shall constitute manufacturing of drugs.

I. Pharmacists shall maintain records of all compounded drug products as part of the prescription, for-
mula record, formula book, or other log or record. Records may be maintained electronically, manu-
ally, in a combination of both, or by any other readily retrievable method.

1. In addition to other requirements for prescription records, records for products compounded pur-
suant to a prescription order for a single patient where only manufacturers' finished products are used
as components shall include the name and quantity of all components, the date of compounding and
dispensing, the prescription number or other identifier of the prescription order, the total quantity of fin-
ished product, the signature or initials of the pharmacist or pharmacy technician performing the com-
pounding, and the signature or initials of the pharmacist responsible for supervising the pharmacy
technician and verifying the accuracy and integrity of compounded products.

2. In addition to the requirements of subdivision I 1, records for products compounded in bulk or batch
in advance of dispensing or when bulk drug substances are used shall include: the generic name and
the name of the manufacturer of each component or the brand name of each component; the man-
ufacturer's lot number and expiration date for each component or when the original manufacturer's lot
number and expiration date are unknown, the source of acquisition of the component; the assigned lot
number if subdivided, the unit or package size and the number of units or packages prepared; and the
beyond-use date. The criteria for establishing the beyond-use date shall be available for inspection by
the Board.

3. A complete compounding formula listing all procedures, necessary equipment, necessary envir-
onmental considerations, and other factors in detail shall be maintained where such instructions are
necessary to replicate a compounded product or where the compounding is difficult or complex and
must be done by a certain process in order to ensure the integrity of the finished product.

4. A formal written quality assurance plan shall be maintained that describes specific monitoring and
evaluation of compounding activities in accordance with USP-NF standards. Records shall be main-
tained showing compliance with monitoring and evaluation requirements of the plan to include train-
ing and initial and periodic competence assessment of personnel involved in compounding,



monitoring of environmental controls and equipment calibration, and any end-product testing, if applic-
able.

J. Practitioners who may lawfully compound drugs for administering or dispensing to their own
patients pursuant to §§ 54.1-3301, 54.1-3304, and 54.1-3304.1 shall comply with all provisions of this
section and the relevant Board regulations.

K. Every pharmacist-in-charge or owner of a permitted pharmacy or a registered nonresident phar-
macy engaging in sterile compounding shall notify the Board of its intention to dispense or otherwise
deliver a sterile compounded drug product into the Commonwealth. Upon renewal of its permit or
registration, a pharmacy or nonresident pharmacy shall notify the Board of its intention to continue dis-
pensing or otherwise delivering sterile compounded drug products into the Commonwealth. Failure to
provide notification to the Board shall constitute a violation of Chapter 33 (§ 54.1-3300 et seq.) or
Chapter 34 (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.). The Board shall maintain this information in a manner that will allow
the production of a list identifying all such sterile compounding pharmacies.

2003, c. 509; 2005, c. 200; 2012, c. 173; 2013, c. 765; 2014, c. 147; 2015, c. 300; 2016, c. 221.

§ 54.1-3411. When prescriptions may be refilled.
Prescriptions may be refilled as follows:

1. A prescription for a drug in Schedule II may not be refilled.

2. A prescription for a drug in Schedules III or IV may not be filled or refilled more than six months after
the date on which such prescription was issued and no such prescription may be authorized to be
refilled, nor be refilled, more than five times, except that any prescription for such a drug after six
months from the date of issue, or after being refilled five times, may be renewed by the prescriber issu-
ing it either in writing, or orally, if promptly reduced to writing and filed by the pharmacist filling it.

3. A prescription in Schedule VI may not be refilled unless authorized by the prescriber either on the
face of the original prescription or orally by the prescriber except as provided in subdivision 4. Oral
instructions shall be reduced promptly to writing by the pharmacist and filed on or with the original pre-
scription.

4. A prescription for a drug controlled by Schedule VI, including insulin, may be refilled without author-
ization from the prescriber if reasonable effort has been made to communicate with the prescriber, and
the pharmacist has determined that he is not available and the patient's health would be in imminent
danger without the benefits of the drug. Authorization to refill under this subdivision also exists when
the pharmacist only has access to the label on a prescription container. The pharmacist shall inform
the patient of the prescriber's unavailability and that the refill is being made without his authorization.
The pharmacist shall promptly inform the prescriber of such refill. The date and quantity of the refill,
the prescriber's unavailability, and the rationale for the refill shall be noted on the reverse side of the
prescription.
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1970, c. 650, § 54-524.68; 1972, c. 798; 1976, c. 614; 1983, c. 395; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 408; 2023, c.
341.

§ 54.1-3411.1. Prohibition on returns, exchanges, or re-dispensing of drugs; exceptions.
A. Drugs dispensed to persons pursuant to a prescription shall not be accepted for return or exchange
for the purpose of re-dispensing by any pharmacist or pharmacy after such drugs have been removed
from the pharmacy premises from which they were dispensed except:

1. In a hospital with an on-site hospital pharmacy wherein drugs may be returned to the pharmacy in
accordance with practice standards;

2. In such cases where official compendium storage requirements are assured and the drugs are in
manufacturers' original sealed containers or in sealed individual dose or unit dose packaging that
meets official compendium class A or B container requirements, or better, and such return or
exchange is consistent with federal law; or

3. When a dispensed drug has not been out of the possession of a delivery agent of the pharmacy.

B. The Board shall promulgate regulations to establish a prescription drug donation program for
accepting unused previously dispensed prescription drugs that meet the criteria set forth in sub-
division A 2, for the purpose of re-dispensing such drugs to indigent patients, either through hospitals
or through clinics organized in whole or in part for the delivery of health care services to the indigent.
Such program shall not authorize the donation of Schedule II-V controlled substances if so prohibited
by federal law. No drugs shall be re-dispensed unless the integrity of the drug can be assured. Such
program shall accept eligible prescription drugs from individuals, including those residing in nursing
homes, assisted living facilities, or intermediate care facilities established for individuals with intel-
lectual disability (ICF/IID), licensed hospitals, or any facility operated by the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services. Additionally, such program shall accept eligible prescription
drugs from an agent pursuant to a power of attorney, a decedent's personal representative, a legal
guardian of an incapacitated person, or a guardian ad litem donated on behalf of the represented indi-
vidual.

C. Unused prescription drugs dispensed for use by persons eligible for coverage under Title XIX or
Title XXI of the Social Security Act, as amended, may be donated pursuant to this section unless such
donation is prohibited.

D. A pharmaceutical manufacturer shall not be liable for any claim or injury arising from the storage,
donation, acceptance, transfer, or dispensing of any drug provided to a patient or any other activity
undertaken in accordance with a drug distribution program established pursuant to this section.

E. Nothing in this section shall be construed to create any new or additional liability, or to abrogate
any liability that may exist, applicable to a pharmaceutical manufacturer for its products separately
from the storage, donation, acceptance, transfer, or dispensing of any drug provided to a patient in
accordance with a drug distribution program established pursuant to this section.
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F. In the absence of bad faith or gross negligence, no person that donates, accepts, or dispenses
unused prescription drugs in accordance with this section and Board regulations shall be subject to
criminal or civil liability for matters arising from the donation, acceptance, or dispensing of such
unused prescription drugs.

2002, c. 632; 2005, c. 68; 2008, c. 429; 2009, cc. 109, 114; 2018, c. 376.

§ 54.1-3411.2. Prescription drug disposal programs.
A. As used in this section:

"Authorized pharmacy disposal site" means a pharmacy that qualifies as a collection site pursuant to
21 C.F.R § 1317.40.

"Pharmacy drug disposal program" means any voluntary drug disposal program located at or operated
in accordance with state and federal law by a pharmacy.

B. A pharmacy may participate in a pharmacy drug disposal program in accordance with state and fed-
eral law regarding proper collection, storage, and destruction of prescription drugs, including con-
trolled and noncontrolled substances. A pharmacy that chooses to participate in a pharmacy drug
disposal program shall notify the Board, and the Board shall maintain a list of all pharmacies in the
Commonwealth that have chosen to participate in a pharmacy drug disposal program on a website
maintained by the Board.

C. No person that participates in a pharmacy drug disposal program shall be liable for any theft, rob-
bery, or other criminal act related to its participation in the pharmacy drug disposal program nor shall
such person be liable for acts of simple negligence in the collection, storage, or destruction of pre-
scription drugs collected through such pharmacy drug disposal program, provided that the pharmacy
practice site is acting in good faith and in accordance with applicable state and federal law and reg-
ulations.

D. In order to mitigate the risk of diversion of drugs upon the death of a patient, any hospice licensed
by the Department or exempt from licensure pursuant to § 32.1-162.2 shall develop policies and pro-
cedures for the disposal of drugs, including opioids, dispensed as part of the hospice plan of care.
Such disposal shall be (i) performed in a manner that complies with all state and federal requirements
for the safe disposal of drugs by a licensed nurse, physician assistant, or physician who is employed
by or has entered into a contract with the hospice program; (ii) witnessed by a member of the patient's
family or a second employee of the hospice program who is licensed by a health regulatory board
within the Department of Health Professions; and (iii) documented in the patient's medical record.

2016, c. 95; 2018, c. 95; 2020, c. 739.

§ 54.1-3411.2:1. Guidelines for disposal of unused drugs.
A. The Board of Pharmacy shall develop guidelines for the provision of counseling and information
regarding proper disposal of unused dispensed drugs, including information about pharmacy drug dis-
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posal programs in which the pharmacy participates pursuant to § 54.1-3411.2, by pharmacists to
patients for whom a prescription is dispensed.

B. The Board of Pharmacy shall determine methods to enhance public awareness of proper drug dis-
posal methods, which may include requirements for pharmacies or hospitals or clinics with an on-site
pharmacy to provide such information to customers and the public through the provision of informative
pamphlets, the posting of signs in public areas of the pharmacy, and the posting of information on pub-
lic-facing websites.

2017, c. 114; 2020, c. 614.

§ 54.1-3412. Date of dispensing; initials of pharmacist; automated data processing system.
Pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Board, the pharmacist dispensing any prescription shall
record the date of dispensing and his initials on the prescription in (i) an automated data processing
system used for the storage and retrieval of dispensing information for prescriptions or (ii) on another
record that is accurate from which dispensing information is retrievable and in which the original pre-
scription and any information maintained in such data processing system concerning such pre-
scription can be found.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.69; 1979, c. 388; 1987, c. 198; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 411.

§ 54.1-3413. Manufacturing and administering Schedule I drugs.
It shall be lawful for a person to manufacture, and for a practitioner to administer, Schedule I drugs if:

1. The manufacturer and practitioner are expressly authorized to engage in such activities by the Attor-
ney General of the United States, or pursuant to the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act;

2. The manufacturer or dispenser is registered under all appropriate provisions of this chapter;

3. Any Schedule I drug so manufactured is sold or furnished on an official written order to a prac-
titioner or other authorized person only; and

4. The manufacturer and practitioner comply with all other requirements of this chapter.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.58:1; 1972, c. 798; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3414. Official orders for Schedule II drugs.
An official written order for any Schedule II drug shall be signed by the purchasing licensee or by his
agent. The original shall be presented to the person who supplies the drug or drugs. If such person
accepts the order, each party to the transaction shall preserve his copy of the order for two years in
such a way as to be readily accessible for inspection by any public officer or employee engaged in the
enforcement of this chapter. It shall be deemed a compliance with this section if the parties to the trans-
action have complied with the federal laws respecting the requirements governing the use of order
forms. Parties ordering Schedule II drugs electronically shall comply with all requirements of federal
law and regulation governing such transactions.

Code 1950, § 54-493; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.60; 1988, c. 765; 2006, c. 346.
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§ 54.1-3415. Distribution of drugs in Schedules II through VI by manufacturers and wholesalers.
A. A permitted manufacturer or wholesaler may distribute Schedule II drugs to any of the following per-
sons, but only on official written orders or pursuant to an electronic order in compliance with federal
laws and regulations governing the electronic ordering of Schedule II drugs:

1. To a manufacturer or wholesaler who has been issued permits pursuant to this chapter;

2. To a licensed pharmacist, permitted pharmacy or a licensed practitioner of medicine, osteopathy,
podiatry, dentistry or veterinary medicine;

3. To a person who has been issued a controlled substance registration certificate pursuant to § 54.1-
3422, if the certificate of such person authorizes such purchase;

4. On a special written order accompanied by a certificate of exemption, as required by the federal
laws, to a person in the employ of the United States government or of any state, territorial, district,
county, municipal, or insular government, purchasing, receiving or possessing drugs by reason of his
official duties;

5. To a master of a ship or a person in charge of any aircraft upon which no physician is regularly
employed, for the actual medical needs of persons on board such ship or aircraft when not in port.
However, such drugs shall be sold to a master of such ship or person in charge of such aircraft pur-
suant to a special order form approved by a commissioned medical officer or acting assistant surgeon
of the United States Public Health Service; and

6. To a person in a foreign country in compliance with the provisions of the relevant federal laws.

B. A permitted manufacturer or wholesaler may distribute drugs classified in Schedule III through
Schedule VI and devices to all persons listed in subsection A of this section without an official written
order. However, this section shall not be construed to prohibit the distribution of a Schedule VI drug or
device to any person who is otherwise authorized by law to administer, prescribe or dispense such
drug or device.

Code 1950, § 54-492; 1970, c. 650; 1972, c. 798, § 54-524.59; 1977, c. 302; 1978, c. 833; 1988, c.
765; 1998, c. 490; 2006, c. 346.

§ 54.1-3415.1. Delivery of medical devices on behalf of a medical equipment supplier.
A. A permitted manufacturer, wholesale distributor, warehouser, nonresident warehouser, third-party
logistics provider, or nonresident third-party logistics provider or registered nonresident manufacturer
or nonresident wholesale distributor may deliver Schedule VI prescription devices directly to an ulti-
mate user or consumer on behalf of a medical equipment supplier, provided that (i) such delivery
occurs at the direction of a medical equipment supplier that has received a valid order from a pre-
scriber authorizing the dispensing of such prescription device to the ultimate user or consumer and (ii)
the manufacturer, nonresident manufacturer, wholesale distributor, nonresident wholesale distributor,
warehouser, nonresident warehouser, third-party logistics provider, or nonresident third-party logistics
provider has entered into an agreement with the medical equipment supplier for such delivery.
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B. A permitted manufacturer, wholesale distributor, warehouser, nonresident warehouser, third-party
logistics provider, or nonresident third-party logistics provider, or registered nonresident manufacturer
or nonresident wholesale distributor may deliver Schedule VI prescription devices directly to an ulti-
mate user's or consumer's residence to be administered by persons authorized to administer such
devices, provided that (i) such delivery is made on behalf of a medical director of a home health
agency, nursing home, assisted living facility, or hospice who has requested the distribution of the
Schedule VI prescription device and directs the delivery of such device to the ultimate user's or con-
sumer's residence and (ii) the medical director on whose behalf such Schedule VI prescription device
is being delivered has entered into an agreement with the manufacturer, nonresident manufacturer,
wholesale distributor, nonresident wholesale distributor, warehouser, nonresident warehouser, third-
party logistics provider, or nonresident third-party logistics provider for such delivery.

2018, cc. 241, 242.

§ 54.1-3416. No prescription for preparations listed pursuant to Schedule V.
A preparation listed pursuant to Schedule V may be dispensed without a prescription if:

1. The preparation is dispensed only by a pharmacist directly to the person requesting the preparation;

2. The preparation is dispensed only to a person who is at least eighteen years of age;

3. The pharmacist requires the person requesting the preparation to furnish suitable identification
including proof of age when appropriate;

4. The pharmacist does not dispense to any one person, or for the use of any one person or animal,
any narcotic drug preparation or preparations, when he knows, or can by reasonable diligence ascer-
tain, that such dispensing will provide the person to whom or for whose use, or the owner of the
animal for the use of which, such preparation is dispensed, within 48 consecutive hours, with more
than 200 milligrams of opium, or more than 270 milligrams of codeine, or more than 130 milligrams of
dihydrocodeinone, or more than 65 milligrams of ethylmorphine, or more than 32 5/10 milligrams of
diphenoxylate. In dispensing such a narcotic drug preparation, the pharmacist shall exercise pro-
fessional discretion to ensure that the preparation is being dispensed for medical purposes only.

Any pharmacist shall, at the time of dispensing, make and keep a record showing the date of dis-
pensing, the name and quantity of the preparation, the name and address of the person to whom the
preparation is dispensed, and enter his initials thereon. Such records shall be maintained as set forth
in § 54.1-3404 and the regulations of the Board.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.75; 1972, c. 798; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3417. Disposing of stocks of Schedules II through V drugs.
The owner of any stocks of drugs included in Schedules II through V obtained in compliance with this
chapter, upon discontinuance of dealing in such drugs, may dispose of such stocks only on an official
written order as follows:
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1. A pharmacy or practitioner or an agent or agents of a pharmacy or practitioner under specific written
authorization from the owner of such pharmacy or such practitioner, may dispose of such stocks to a
manufacturer or wholesaler holding a valid license to deal in such drugs, or to another pharmacy or
practitioner.

2. A manufacturer or wholesaler may dispose of such stocks only to a manufacturer or wholesaler hold-
ing a valid permit to deal in such drugs.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.61; 1976, c. 406; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3418. Sale of aqueous or oleaginous solutions.
A pharmacist, only upon an official written order, may sell to a physician, dentist, or veterinarian, in
quantities not exceeding one ounce at any one time, aqueous or oleaginous solutions compounded
by the pharmacist, of which the content of narcotic drugs does not exceed a proportion greater than
twenty percent of the complete solution, to be used for medical purposes.

Code 1950, § 54-496; 1956, c. 225; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.62; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3419. Dispensing of insulin preparations.
Any insulin preparation shall be dispensed only by or under the supervision of a licensed pharmacist.

1984, c. 723, § 54-524.67:3; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3420. Distribution of certain drugs; written request or confirmation of receipt.
No manufacturer or distributor of controlled substances shall distribute or dispense any substance lis-
ted on Schedules II through V to any person, whether a practitioner of the healing arts or some other
profession, except with the written request or confirmation of receipt of the practitioner. Such request
or confirmation shall be maintained as required by this chapter.

Subject to the foregoing provisions, no person shall be prohibited from distributing controlled sub-
stances listed on Schedules II through V for charitable uses or for use in research or investigations.

1984, c. 724, § 54-524.58:2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3420.1. Identification required for filling prescriptions.
A. Before dispensing any drug listed on Schedules III through V, a pharmacist may require proof of
identity from any patient presenting a prescription or requesting a refill of a prescription.

B. A pharmacist, or his agent, shall require proof of identity at the time of delivery from any person
seeking to take delivery of any drug listed on Schedule II pursuant to a valid prescription, unless such
person is known to the pharmacist or to his agent. If the person seeking to take delivery of a drug listed
on Schedule II pursuant to a valid prescription is not the patient for whom the drug is prescribed, and
the person is not known to the pharmacist or his agent, the pharmacist or his agent shall either make a
photocopy or electronic copy of such person's identification or record the full name and address of
such person. The pharmacist shall keep records of the names and addresses or copies of proof of
identity of persons taking delivery of drugs as required by this subsection for a period of at least one
month. For the purposes of this subsection, "proof of identity" means a driver's license, government-



issued identification card, or other photo identification along with documentation of the person's cur-
rent address.

C. Whenever any pharmacist permitted to operate in the Commonwealth or nonresident pharmacist
registered to conduct business in the Commonwealth delivers a prescription drug order for any drug
listed on Schedule II by mail, common carrier, or delivery service to a Virginia address, the method of
delivery employed shall require the signature of the recipient as confirmation of receipt.

1988, c. 400, § 54-524.67:4; 2010, c. 193; 2011, cc. 262, 318.

§ 54.1-3420.2. Delivery of prescription drug order.
A. Whenever any pharmacy permitted to operate in this Commonwealth or nonresident pharmacy
registered to conduct business in the Commonwealth delivers a prescription drug order by mail, com-
mon carrier, or delivery service, when the drug order is not personally hand delivered directly, to the
patient or his agent at the person's residence or other designated location, the following conditions
shall be required:

1. Written notice shall be placed in each shipment alerting the consumer that under certain cir-
cumstances chemical degradation of drugs may occur; and

2. Written notice shall be placed in each shipment providing a toll-free or local consumer access tele-
phone number which is designed to respond to consumer questions pertaining to chemical degrad-
ation of drugs.

B. If a prescription drug order for a Schedule VI controlled substance is not personally hand delivered
directly to the patient or the patient's agent, or if the prescription drug order is not delivered to the res-
idence of the patient, the delivery location shall hold a current permit, license, or registration with the
Board that authorizes the possession of controlled substances at that location. The Board shall pro-
mulgate regulations related to the security, access, required records, accountability, storage, and
accuracy of delivery of such drug delivery systems. Schedule II through Schedule V controlled sub-
stances shall be delivered to an alternate delivery location only if such delivery is authorized by fed-
eral law and regulations of the Board.

C. Prescription drug orders dispensed to a patient and delivered to a community services board or
behavioral health authority facility licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Devel-
opmental Services upon the signed written request of the patient or the patient's legally authorized rep-
resentative may be stored, retained, and repackaged at the facility on behalf of the patient for
subsequent delivery or administration. The repackaging of a dispensed prescription drug order
retained by a community services board or behavioral health authority facility for the purpose of assist-
ing a client with self-administration pursuant to this subsection shall only be performed by a phar-
macist, pharmacy technician, nurse, or other person who has successfully completed a Board-
approved training program for repackaging of prescription drug orders as authorized by this sub-
section. The Board shall promulgate regulations relating to training, packaging, labeling, and record-
keeping for such repackaging.
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D. Prescription drug orders dispensed to a patient and delivered to a Virginia Department of Health or
local health department clinic upon the signed written request of a patient, a patient's legally author-
ized representative, or a Virginia Department of Health district director or his designee may be stored
and retained at the clinic on behalf of the patient for subsequent delivery or administration.

E. Prescription drug orders dispensed to a patient and delivered to a program of all-inclusive care for
the elderly (PACE) site licensed by the Department of Social Services pursuant to § 63.2-1701 and
overseen by the Department of Medical Assistance Services in accordance with § 32.1-330.3 upon
the signed written request of the patient or the patient's legally authorized representative may be
stored, retained, and repackaged at the site on behalf of the patient for subsequent delivery or admin-
istration. The repackaging of a dispensed prescription drug order retained by the PACE site for the pur-
pose of assisting a client with self-administration pursuant to this subsection shall only be performed
by a pharmacist, pharmacy technician, nurse, or other person who has successfully completed a
Board-approved training program for repackaging of prescription drug orders as authorized by this sub-
section. The Board shall promulgate regulations relating to training, packaging, labeling, and record-
keeping for such repackaging.

1998, c. 597; 2002, c. 411; 2010, c. 28; 2015, c. 505.

§ 54.1-3420.3. Prohibition on refusing to fill prescription from telemedicine provider.
A. A pharmacy shall not implement or enforce a policy that prevents a pharmacist from dispensing a
prescription solely on the basis of the prescriber's use of a telemedicine platform to provide services.

B. A pharmacist shall not prioritize dispensing a prescription from a prescriber who does not use
telemedicine over dispensing a prescription from a prescriber who does use telemedicine solely on
the basis of the prescriber's use of a telemedicine platform to provide services.

2023, c. 368.

§ 54.1-3421. New drugs.
A. No person shall sell, deliver, offer for sale, hold for sale or give away any new drug unless an
application with respect to the drug has been approved and the approval has not been withdrawn
under § 505 of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. § 355).

B. This section shall not apply to a drug subject to the federal act intended solely for investigational
use and for which a notice of claimed investigational exemption for a new drug has been filed with the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration in accordance with 21 C.F.R. Part 312.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.95; 1988, c. 765; 2000, c. 135.

§ 54.1-3422. Controlled substances registration certificate required in addition to other require-
ments; exemptions.
A. Every person who manufactures, distributes or dispenses any substance that is controlled in Sched-
ules I through V or who proposes to engage in the manufacture, distribution or dispensing of any such
controlled substance except permitted pharmacies, those persons who are licensed pharmacists,
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those persons who are licensed physician assistants, and those persons who are licensed prac-
titioners of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, dentistry, optometry, nursing, or veterinary medicine shall
obtain annually a controlled substances registration certificate issued by the Board. This registration
shall be in addition to other licensing or permitting requirements enumerated in this chapter or oth-
erwise required by law.

B. Registration under this section and under all other applicable registration requirements shall entitle
the registrant to possess, manufacture, distribute, dispense, perform laboratory analysis, or conduct
research with those substances to the extent authorized by this registration and in conformity with the
other provisions of this chapter.

C. The following persons need not register and may possess controlled substances listed on Sched-
ules I through VI:

1. An agent or employee of any holder of a controlled substance registration certificate or of any prac-
titioner listed in subsection A of this section as exempt from the requirement for registration, if such
agent or employee is acting in the usual course of his business or employment;

2. A common or contract carrier or warehouseman, or his employee, whose possession is in the usual
course of business or employment; or

3. An ultimate user or a person in possession of any controlled substance pursuant to a lawful order of
a prescriber or in lawful possession of a Schedule V substance.

D. A separate registration is required at each principal place of business or professional practice
where the applicant manufactures, distributes, or dispenses controlled substances.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.47:2; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 408, 468, 496; 1998, c. 490; 2001, cc. 243, 465;
2020, c. 941.

§ 54.1-3423. Board to issue registration unless inconsistent with public interest; authorization to
conduct research; application and fees.
A. The Board shall register an applicant to manufacture or distribute controlled substances included in
Schedules I through V unless it determines that the issuance of that registration would be inconsistent
with the public interest. In determining the public interest, the Board shall consider the following
factors:

1. Maintenance of effective controls against diversion of controlled substances into other than legit-
imate medical, scientific, or industrial channels;

2. Compliance with applicable state and local law;

3. Any convictions of the applicant under any federal and state laws relating to any controlled sub-
stance;

4. Past experience in the manufacture or distribution of controlled substances, and the existence in the
applicant's establishment of effective controls against diversion;
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5. Furnishing by the applicant of false or fraudulent material in any application filed under this chapter;

6. Suspension or revocation of the applicant's federal registration to manufacture, distribute, or dis-
pense controlled substances as authorized by federal law; and

7. Any other factors relevant to and consistent with the public health and safety.

B. Registration under subsection A does not entitle a registrant to manufacture and distribute con-
trolled substances in Schedule I or II other than those specified in the registration.

C. Practitioners must be registered to conduct research or laboratory analysis with controlled sub-
stances in Schedules II through VI or marijuana. Practitioners registered under federal law to conduct
research with Schedule I substances, other than marijuana, may conduct research with Schedule I
substances within the Commonwealth upon furnishing the evidence of that federal registration.

D. The Board may register other persons or entities to possess controlled substances listed on Sched-
ules II through VI upon a determination that (i) there is a documented need, (ii) the issuance of the
registration is consistent with the public interest, (iii) the possession and subsequent use of the con-
trolled substances complies with applicable state and federal laws and regulations, and (iv) the sub-
sequent storage, use, and recordkeeping of the controlled substances will be under the general
supervision of a licensed pharmacist, practitioner of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, dentistry, or veter-
inary medicine as specified in the Board's regulations. The Board shall consider, at a minimum, the
factors listed in subsection A in determining whether the registration shall be issued. Notwithstanding
the exceptions listed in § 54.1-3422 A, the Board may mandate a controlled substances registration
for sites maintaining certain types and quantities of Schedules II through VI controlled substances as it
may specify in its regulations. The Board shall promulgate regulations related to requirements or cri-
teria for the issuance of such controlled substances registration, storage, security, supervision, and
recordkeeping.

E. The Board may register a public or private animal shelter as defined in § 3.2-6500 to purchase, pos-
sess, and administer certain Schedule II through VI controlled substances approved by the State Veter-
inarian for the purpose of euthanizing injured, sick, homeless, and unwanted domestic pets and
animals and to purchase, possess, and administer certain Schedule VI drugs and biological products
for the purpose of preventing, controlling, and treating certain communicable diseases that failure to
control would result in transmission to the animal population in the shelter. Controlled substances
used for euthanasia shall be administered only in accordance with protocols established by the State
Veterinarian and only by persons trained in accordance with instructions by the State Veterinarian.
The list of Schedule VI drugs and biological products used for treatment and prevention of com-
municable diseases within the shelter shall be determined by the supervising veterinarian of the shel-
ter and the drugs and biological products shall be administered only pursuant to written protocols
established or approved by the supervising veterinarian of the shelter and only by persons who have
been trained in accordance with instructions established or approved by the supervising veterinarian.
The shelter shall maintain a copy of the approved list of drugs and biological products, written



protocols for administering, and training records of those persons administering drugs and biological
products on the premises of the shelter.

F. The Board may register a crisis stabilization unit established pursuant to § 37.2-500 or 37.2-601
and licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to maintain a stock
of Schedule VI controlled substances necessary for immediate treatment of patients admitted to the
crisis stabilization unit, which may be accessed and administered by a nurse pursuant to a written or
oral order of a prescriber in the absence of a prescriber. Schedule II through Schedule V controlled
substances shall only be maintained if so authorized by federal law and Board regulations.

G. The Board may register an entity at which a patient is treated by the use of instrumentation and dia-
gnostic equipment through which images and medical records may be transmitted electronically for
the purpose of establishing a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship and is prescribed Schedule II
through VI controlled substances when such prescribing is in compliance with federal requirements
for the practice of telemedicine and the patient is not in the physical presence of a practitioner
registered with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. In determining whether the registration
shall be issued, the Board shall consider (i) the factors listed in subsection A, (ii) whether there is a
documented need for such registration, and (iii) whether the issuance of the registration is consistent
with the public interest.

H. Applications for controlled substances registration certificates and renewals thereof shall be made
on a form prescribed by the Board and such applications shall be accompanied by a fee in an amount
to be determined by the Board.

I. Upon (i) any change in ownership or control of a business, (ii) any change of location of the con-
trolled substances stock, (iii) the termination of authority by or of the person named as the responsible
party on a controlled substances registration, or (iv) a change in the supervising practitioner, if applic-
able, the registrant or responsible party shall immediately surrender the registration. The registrant
shall, within 14 days following surrender of a registration, file a new application and, if applicable,
name the new responsible party or supervising practitioner.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.47:3; 1978, c. 833; 1980, c. 288; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 468, 496; 1998, c. 490;
2009, cc. 149, 169; 2010, c. 28; 2014, c. 148; 2017, cc. 58, 110; 2018, c. 774; 2020, c. 941; 2023, cc.
744, 794.

§ 54.1-3424. Suspension or revocation of registration, license or permit; limitation to particular con-
trolled substance; controlled substances placed under seal; sale of perishables and forfeiture; noti-
fication to DEA.
A. A registration to manufacture, distribute, or dispense a controlled substance may be suspended or
revoked by the Board upon a finding that the registrant:

1. Has furnished false or fraudulent material information in an application filed under this chapter;

2. Has been convicted of a felony under any state or federal law relating to any controlled substance;
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3. Has had his federal registration to manufacture, distribute or dispense controlled substances sus-
pended or revoked;

4. Has violated or cooperated with others in violating any provision of this chapter or regulations of the
Board relating to the manufacture, distribution or dispensing of controlled substances.

B. The Board may limit revocation or suspension of a registration to the particular controlled sub-
stance with respect to which grounds for revocation or suspension exist.

C. If the Board summarily suspends, suspends, or revokes a registration, license, permit, or certificate,
all controlled substances and prescription devices owned or possessed pursuant to the registration,
license, permit, or certificate may be placed under seal by the Board or an authorized agent of the
Board as of the effective date of the order of summary suspension, suspension, or revocation. The
Board or an authorized agent of the board shall perform an inventory of the controlled substances and
prescription devices placed under seal. The controlled substances and prescription devices under
seal shall remain in a secured manner on the premises at the previously authorized address of the
registration, license, permit, or certificate. No person shall access or relocate such controlled sub-
stances and prescription devices without authorization from the Board. The registrant, licensee, per-
mittee, or certificate holder shall ensure the controlled substances and prescription devices remain
securely under seal at all times with no unauthorized access.

Following the conclusion of all appeals, if any, or the deadline to file an appeal, if none are filed, the
controlled substances and prescription devices shall be subject to forfeiture. The Board shall direct
the owner to appropriately transfer or dispose of the sealed controlled substances and prescription
devices under the supervision of an authorized agent, or the controlled substances and devices shall
be forfeited, seized, and destroyed by the Board, the authorized agent of the Board, or any law-enforce-
ment officer. Costs associated with the storage and destruction of the seized substances and devices
shall be at the expense of the owner of such.

Prior to forfeiture, the owner of the controlled substances or prescription devices may request per-
mission from the Board to transfer the sealed controlled substances and prescription devices, at the
owner's expense and under the supervision of an authorized agent, to an entity authorized to possess
or destroy such substances or devices.

D. Controlled substances and prescription devices that have been abandoned and are stored at a loc-
ation that is not authorized for the storage of such substances and devices shall be considered con-
traband. The Board, an authorized agent of the Board, or any law-enforcement officer may seize and
destroy such substances and devices. Costs associated with the storage and destruction of the seized
substances and devices shall be at the expense of the owner of such substances and devices, if
known.

E. The Board shall promptly notify the DEA of all orders suspending or revoking registration and all for-
feitures of controlled substances.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.47:4; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 468, 496; 1998, c. 490; 2019, c. 94.
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§ 54.1-3425. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2009, c. 149, cl. 2, effective March 6, 2009, and c. 169, cl. 2, effective March 23,
2009.

§ 54.1-3426. Regulations for special packaging.
A. The Board shall adopt standards for special packaging consistent with those promulgated pursuant
to the federal Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970 (15 U.S.C. § 1471 et seq.). The Board may
exempt any drug from the requirements of special packaging and shall exempt any drug exempted pur-
suant to the Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970.

B. A prescriber or a purchaser may direct that a drug, which is subject to being dispensed in special
packaging, be dispensed in other than special packaging.

1978, c. 833, § 54-524.67:1; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 408.

§ 54.1-3427. Dispensing drugs without safety closure container.
When a pharmacist receives the request of any person that a drug or drugs for such person to be dis-
pensed by the pharmacist not be placed in a safety closure container, the pharmacist may dispense
such drug or drugs in such nonsafety closure container. The delivering pharmacist shall not be civilly
liable simply by reason of dispensing a drug or drugs in such a container if the recipient signs a
release covering a period of time or a single delivery, which release provides that the recipient
releases the pharmacist from civil liability for not using the safety closure container, unless the phar-
macist acted with willful and wanton disregard of safety.

1978, c. 839, § 54-524.67:2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3428. Dissemination of information.
The Board may disseminate such information regarding drugs, devices, and cosmetics as the Board
deems necessary in the interest of public health and the protection of the consumer against fraud. This
section shall not be construed to prohibit the Board from collecting, reporting, and illustrating the res-
ults of its investigations.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.100; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3429. Revocation of permit issued to manufacturer, wholesaler or distributor.
The Board may revoke a permit issued to a manufacturer, wholesaler or distributor for failure to com-
ply with regulations promulgated pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.46; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3430. Display of permit; permits nontransferable; renewal.
Permits issued under the provisions of this chapter shall be displayed in a conspicuous place in the
factory or other place of business for which issued.

Permits shall not be transferable and shall be renewed annually.

Code 1950, §§ 54-449, 54-450; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.38; 1976, c. 614, § 54-524.39; 1988, c. 765.
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§ 54.1-3431. Admission into evidence of certain certificates of analysis.
In any administrative hearing, a certificate of analysis of a chemist, performed in any laboratory oper-
ated by the Department of Forensic Science or authorized by such Department to conduct such ana-
lysis, when such certificate is attested by such chemist, shall be admissible as evidence. A copy of
such certificate shall be delivered to the parties in interest at least seven days prior to the date fixed for
the hearing.

Any certificate of analysis purporting to be signed by any chemist shall be admissible as evidence in
such hearing without any proof of the seal or signature or of the official character of the chemist whose
name is signed to it.

Code 1950, § 54-524.77; 1970, c. 650; 1972, cc. 741, 798, § 54-524.77:1; 1973, c. 479; 1977, c. 633;
1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 825; 2005, cc. 868, 881.

Article 2 - PERMITTING OF PHARMACIES

§ 54.1-3432. Supervision by pharmacist.
Every pharmacy shall be under the personal supervision of a pharmacist on the premises of the phar-
macy.

Code 1950, § 54-478; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.51; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3433. Certain advertising and signs unlawful.
It shall be unlawful for any place of business which is not a pharmacy as defined in this chapter to
advertise or to have upon it or in it as a sign the words, "pharmacy," "pharmacist," "apothecary," "drug-
store," "druggist," "drugs," "medicine store," "drug sundries," "prescriptions filled" or any like words
indicating that drugs are compounded or sold or prescriptions filled. Each day during which such
advertisement appears or such sign is allowed to remain upon or in such place of business shall con-
stitute a separate offense under this section. Upon consultation with the Department of Historic
Resources, the Board may grant an exception from this section for such signage on an historic build-
ing that formerly housed a drugstore or pharmacy if that building is individually listed as a Virginia His-
toric Landmark, a contributing property in a Virginia Historic Landmark District, or determined to be
eligible for listing by the Department of Historic Resources, provided that the signage relates to the his-
toric character of the building.

Code 1950, § 54-477; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.49; 1988, c. 765; 2005, c. 97.

§ 54.1-3434. Permit to conduct pharmacy.
No person shall conduct a pharmacy without first obtaining a permit from the Board.

The application for such permit shall be made on a form provided by the Board and signed by a phar-
macist who will be in full and actual charge of the pharmacy and who will be fully engaged in the prac-
tice of pharmacy at the location designated on the application.

The application shall (i) show the corporate name and trade name, (ii) list any pharmacist in addition
to the pharmacist-in-charge practicing at the location indicated on the application, and (iii) list the
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hours during which the pharmacy will be open to provide pharmacy services. Any change in the hours
of operation, which is expected to last more than one week, shall be reported to the Board in writing
and posted, at least fourteen days prior to the anticipated change, in a conspicuous place to provide
notice to the public. The Board shall promulgate regulations to provide exceptions to this prior noti-
fication.

If the owner is other than the pharmacist making the application, the type of ownership shall be indic-
ated and shall list any partner or partners, and, if a corporation, then the corporate officers and dir-
ectors. Further, if the owner is not a pharmacist, he shall not abridge the authority of the pharmacist-in-
charge to exercise professional judgment relating to the dispensing of drugs in accordance with this
act and Board regulations.

The permit shall be issued only to the pharmacist who signs the application as the pharmacist-in-
charge and as such assumes the full responsibilities for the legal operation of the pharmacy. This per-
mit and responsibilities shall not be construed to negate any responsibility of any pharmacist or other
person.

Upon termination of practice by the pharmacist-in-charge, or upon any change in partnership com-
position, or upon the acquisition, as defined in Board regulations, of the existing corporation by
another person or the closing of a pharmacy, the permit previously issued shall be immediately sur-
rendered to the Board by the pharmacist-in-charge to whom it was issued, or by his legal rep-
resentative, and an application for a new permit may be made in accordance with the requirements of
this chapter.

The Board shall promulgate regulations (i) defining acquisition of an existing permitted, registered or
licensed facility or of any corporation under which the facility is directly or indirectly organized; (ii)
providing for the transfer, confidentiality, integrity, and security of the pharmacy's prescription dis-
pensing records and other patient records, regardless of where located; and (iii) establishing a reas-
onable time period for designation of a new pharmacist-in-charge. At the conclusion of the time period
for designation of a new pharmacist-in-charge, a pharmacy which has failed to designate a new phar-
macist-in-charge shall not operate as a pharmacy nor maintain a stock of prescription drugs on the
premises. The Director shall immediately notify the owner of record that the pharmacy no longer holds
a valid permit and that the owner shall make provision for the proper disposition of all Schedule II
through VI drugs and devices on the premises within 15 days of receipt of this notice. At the con-
clusion of the 15-day period, the Director or his authorized agent, or any law-enforcement officer in
coordination with the Director, shall seize and indefinitely secure all Schedule II through VI drugs and
devices still on the premises, and the Director shall notify the owner of such seizure. The Director, his
authorized agent, or the law-enforcement officer may properly dispose of the seized drugs and
devices after 60 days from the date of the notice of seizure if the owner has not claimed and provided
for the proper disposition of the property. The Board or law-enforcement agency shall assess a fee of
not less than the cost of storage of said drugs upon the owner for reclaiming seized property.



The succeeding pharmacist-in-charge shall cause an inventory to be made of all Schedule I, II, III, IV
and V drugs on hand. Such inventory shall be completed as of the date he becomes pharmacist-in-
charge and prior to opening for business on that date.

The pharmacist to whom such permit is issued shall provide safeguards against diversion of all con-
trolled substances.

An application for a pharmacy permit shall be accompanied by a fee determined by the Board. All per-
mits shall expire annually on a date determined by the Board in regulation.

Every pharmacy shall be equipped so that prescriptions can be properly filled. The Board of Phar-
macy shall prescribe the minimum of such professional and technical equipment and reference mater-
ial which a pharmacy shall at all times possess. Nothing shall prevent a pharmacist who is eligible to
receive information from the Prescription Monitoring Program from requesting and receiving such
information; however, no pharmacy shall be required to maintain Internet access to the Prescription
Monitoring Program. No permit shall be issued or continued for the conduct of a pharmacy until or
unless there is compliance with the provisions of this chapter and regulations promulgated by the
Board.

Every pharmacy shall comply with federal requirements for an electronic, interoperable system to
identify, trace, and verify prescription drugs as they are distributed.

Each day during which a person is in violation of this section shall constitute a separate offense.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.31; 1972, c. 798; 1976, c. 614; 1977, c. 302; 1980, c. 288; 1983, c. 286; 1986, c.
207; 1988, cc. 445, 765; 1994, c. 299; 1998, c. 470; 2000, c. 135; 2008, c. 320; 2011, c. 610; 2016, c.
221; 2019, c. 94.

§ 54.1-3434.01. Notice of pharmacy closing; change of ownership; penalty.
A. Prior to the closing of a pharmacy for more than one week, the owner shall either (i) post a con-
spicuous notice at least thirty days prior to the anticipated closing or (ii) mail a notice, at least fourteen
days prior to the anticipated closing, to every current pharmacy customer having refill authority. Each
notice posted or mailed pursuant to this section shall indicate the date of such closing, if available,
and the name of the pharmacy to which prescriptions and other required prescription dispensing
records and individual patient records will be transferred unless patients indicate their preference to
the contrary. The Board of Pharmacy shall promulgate regulations providing for a definition of "closing
of a pharmacy" and exceptions to the requirements of this section.

B. Upon any change of ownership of a pharmacy, regardless of how such change may be effectuated,
the prescription dispensing records and other patient records for at least two years immediately prior
to the change of ownership, shall be transferred, in accordance with Board regulations, to the new
owner in a manner to ensure the confidentiality, integrity, and security of the pharmacy's prescription
dispensing records and other patient records and the continuity of pharmacy services at substantially
the same level as that offered by the previous owner.
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Refusing to process a request for the prescription dispensing records and other patient records
tendered in accordance with law or regulation shall constitute a closing and the requirements of this
section shall apply. Such refusal may constitute a violation of § 54.1-111 A 9, depending on the cir-
cumstance.

1992, c. 667; 1994, c. 668; 1998, c. 470.

§ 54.1-3434.02. Automated drug dispensing systems.
A. Hospitals licensed pursuant to Title 32.1 or Title 37.2 may use automated drug dispensing systems,
as defined in § 54.1-3401, upon meeting the following conditions:

1. Drugs are placed in the automated drug dispensing system in a hospital and are under the control
of a pharmacy providing services to the hospital;

2. The pharmacist-in-charge of the pharmacy providing services to the hospital has established pro-
cedures for assuring the accurate stocking and proper storage of drugs in the automated drug dis-
pensing system and for ensuring accountability for and security of all drugs utilized in the automated
drug dispensing system until the time such drugs are removed from the automated drug dispensing
system for administration to the patients;

3. Removal of drugs from any automated drug dispensing system for administration to patients can
only be made pursuant to a valid prescription or lawful order of a prescriber;

4. Adequate security for automated drug dispensing systems is provided, as evidenced by written
policies and procedures, for (i) preventing unauthorized access, (ii) complying with federal and state
regulations on prescribing and dispensing controlled substances, (iii) maintaining patient con-
fidentiality, and (iv) assuring compliance with the requirements of this section;

5. Accountability for drugs dispensed from automated drug dispensing systems is vested in the phar-
macist-in-charge of a pharmacy located within the hospital or the pharmacist-in-charge of any outside
pharmacy providing pharmacy services to the hospital;

6. Filling and stocking of all drugs in automated drug dispensing systems shall be performed under
the direction of the pharmacist-in-charge. The task of filling and stocking of drugs into an automated
drug dispensing system shall be performed by a pharmacist or a registered pharmacy technician, who
shall be an employee of the provider pharmacy and shall be properly trained in accordance with estab-
lished standards set forth in a policy and procedure manual maintained by the provider pharmacy. The
pharmacist stocking and filling the automated drug dispensing system or the pharmacist-in-charge, if
the automated drug dispensing system is stocked and filled by a registered pharmacy technician, shall
be responsible for the proper and accurate stocking and filling of the automated drug dispensing sys-
tem.

B. Drugs placed into and removed from automated drug dispensing systems for administration to
patients shall be in the manufacturer's or distributor's sealed original packaging or in unit-dose con-
tainers packaged by the pharmacy. Drugs in multi-dose packaging, other than those administered
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orally, may be placed in such a device if approved by the pharmacist-in-charge in consultation with a
standing hospital committee comprised of pharmacy, medical, and nursing staff.

C. The pharmacist-in-charge in a pharmacy located within a hospital or the pharmacist-in-charge of
any outside pharmacy providing pharmacy services to a hospital shall be responsible for establishing
procedures for (i) periodically inspecting and auditing automated drug dispensing systems to assure
the proper storage, security, and accountability for all drugs placed in and removed from automated
drug dispensing systems, and (ii) reviewing the operation and maintenance of automated drug dis-
pensing systems. This monitoring shall be reviewed by a pharmacist while on the premises of the hos-
pital and in accordance with the pharmacist-in-charge's procedures and the Board of Pharmacy's
regulations.

D. The Board of Pharmacy shall promulgate regulations establishing minimum requirements for ran-
dom periodic inspections and monthly audits of automated drug dispensing systems to assure the
proper storage, security, and accountability of all drugs placed in and removed from automated drug
dispensing systems and for reviewing the operation and maintenance of automated drug dispensing
systems.

1999, c. 750; 2004, c. 140; 2009, c. 100.

§ 54.1-3434.03. Continuous quality improvement program.
Each pharmacy shall implement a program for continuous quality improvement, according to reg-
ulations of the Board. Such program shall provide for a systematic, ongoing process of analysis of dis-
pensing errors that uses findings to formulate an appropriate response and to develop or improve
pharmacy systems and workflow processes designed to prevent or reduce future errors. The Board
shall promulgate regulations to further define the required elements of such program.

Any pharmacy that actively reports to a patient safety organization that has as its primary mission con-
tinuous quality improvement under the Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act of 2005 (P.L. 109-
41), shall be deemed in compliance with this section.

2011, c. 124.

§ 54.1-3434.04. Automatic review of certain case decisions.
The Board of Pharmacy shall, in cases in which a monetary fine may be imposed for a violation of the
provisions of Article 2 (§ 54.1-3432 et seq.) of the Drug Control Act relating to the practice of pharmacy
and the pharmacy subject to the fine is affiliated with a free clinic that receives state or local funds,
ascertain the factual basis for its decisions of such cases through informal conference or consultation
proceedings in accordance with § 2.2-4019, unless the named party and the Board agree to resolve
the matter through a consent order or the named party consents to waive such a conference or pro-
ceeding to go directly to a formal hearing.

2014, c. 345.

§ 54.1-3434.05. Permit to act as an outsourcing facility.
A. No person shall act as an outsourcing facility without first obtaining a permit from the Board.
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B. Applications for a permit to act as an outsourcing facility shall be made on a form provided by the
Board and signed by a pharmacist who will be in full and actual charge of the outsourcing facility and
who will be fully engaged in the compounding performed at the location designated on the applic-
ation. Such application shall be accompanied by a fee determined by the Board in regulation. All per-
mits shall expire annually on a date determined by the Board in regulation. No permit shall be issued
or renewed for an outsourcing facility unless the facility can demonstrate compliance with all applic-
able federal and state laws and regulations governing outsourcing facilities.

C. As a prerequisite to obtaining or renewing a permit from the Board, the outsourcing facility shall (i)
register as an outsourcing facility with the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services in accord-
ance with 21 U.S.C. § 353b and (ii) submit a copy of a current inspection report resulting from an
inspection conducted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration that indicates compliance with the
requirements of state and federal law and regulations, including all applicable guidance documents
and Current Good Manufacturing Practices published by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

The inspection report required pursuant to clause (ii) shall be deemed current for the purposes of this
section if the inspection was conducted (a) no more than one year prior to the date of submission of an
application for a permit to the Board or (b) no more than two years prior to the date of submission of an
application for renewal of a permit to the Board. However, if the outsourcing facility has not been
inspected by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration within the required period, the Board may accept
an inspection report or other documentation from another entity that is satisfactory to the Board, or the
Board may cause an inspection to be conducted by its duly authorized agent and may charge an
inspection fee in an amount sufficient to cover the costs of the inspection.

D. Every outsourcing facility shall compound in compliance with the requirements of state and federal
law and regulations except § 54.1-3410.2, to include all applicable guidance documents and Current
Good Manufacturing Practices published by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

E. An outsourcing facility shall not engage in compounding of drug products to be dispensed pursuant
to a valid prescription for a specific patient without first obtaining a permit to operate a pharmacy.

2015, c. 300.

Article 2.1 - REGISTRATION OF NONRESIDENT PHARMACIES

§ 54.1-3434.1. Nonresident pharmacies to register with Board.
A. Any pharmacy located outside the Commonwealth that ships, mails, or delivers, in any manner,
Schedule II through VI drugs or devices pursuant to a prescription into the Commonwealth shall be
considered a nonresident pharmacy, shall be registered with the Board, shall designate a pharmacist
in charge who is licensed as a pharmacist in Virginia and is responsible for the pharmacy's com-
pliance with this chapter, and shall disclose to the Board all of the following:

1. The location, names, and titles of all principal corporate officers and the name and Virginia license
number of the designated pharmacist in charge, if applicable. A report containing this information shall
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be made on an annual basis and within 30 days after any change of office, corporate officer, or phar-
macist in charge.

2. That it maintains, at all times, a current unrestricted license, permit, certificate, or registration to con-
duct the pharmacy in compliance with the laws of the jurisdiction, within the United States or within
another jurisdiction that may lawfully deliver prescription drugs directly or indirectly to consumers
within the United States, in which it is a resident. The pharmacy shall also certify that it complies with
all lawful directions and requests for information from the regulatory or licensing agency of the jur-
isdiction in which it is licensed as well as with all requests for information made by the Board pursuant
to this section.

3. As a prerequisite to registering or renewing a registration with the Board, the nonresident pharmacy
shall submit a copy of a current inspection report resulting from an inspection conducted by the reg-
ulatory or licensing agency of the jurisdiction in which it is located that indicates compliance with the
requirements of this chapter, including compliance with USP-NF standards for pharmacies performing
sterile and non-sterile compounding. The inspection report shall be deemed current for the purpose of
this subdivision if the inspection was conducted (i) no more than six months prior to the date of sub-
mission of an application for registration with the Board or (ii) no more than two years prior to the date
of submission of an application for renewal of a registration with the Board. However, if the non-
resident pharmacy has not been inspected by the regulatory or licensing agency of the jurisdiction in
which it is licensed within the required period, the Board may accept an inspection report or other doc-
umentation from another entity that is satisfactory to the Board or the Board may cause an inspection
to be conducted by its duly authorized agent and may charge an inspection fee in an amount sufficient
to cover the costs of the inspection.

4. For a nonresident pharmacy that dispenses more than 50 percent of its total prescription volume pur-
suant to an original prescription order received as a result of solicitation on the Internet, including the
solicitation by electronic mail, that it is credentialed and has been inspected and that it has received
certification from the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy that it is a Verified Internet Phar-
macy Practice Site, or has received certification from a substantially similar program approved by the
Board. The Board may, in its discretion, waive the requirements of this subdivision for a nonresident
pharmacy that only does business within the Commonwealth in limited transactions.

5. That it maintains its records of prescription drugs or dangerous drugs or devices dispensed to
patients in the Commonwealth so that the records are readily retrievable from the records of other
drugs dispensed and provides a copy or report of such dispensing records to the Board, its authorized
agents, or any agent designated by the Superintendent of the Department of State Police upon
request within seven days of receipt of a request.

6. That its pharmacists do not knowingly fill or dispense a prescription for a patient in Virginia in viol-
ation of § 54.1-3303 and that it has informed its pharmacists that a pharmacist who dispenses a pre-
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scription that he knows or should have known was not written pursuant to a bona fide practitioner-
patient relationship is guilty of unlawful distribution of a controlled substance in violation of § 18.2-248.

7. That it maintains a continuous quality improvement program as required of resident pharmacies, pur-
suant to § 54.1-3434.03.

The requirement that a nonresident pharmacy have a Virginia licensed pharmacist in charge shall not
apply to a registered nonresident pharmacy that provides services as a pharmacy benefits admin-
istrator.

B. Any pharmacy subject to this section shall, during its regular hours of operation, but not less than
six days per week, and for a minimum of 40 hours per week, provide a toll-free telephone service to
facilitate communication between patients in the Commonwealth and a pharmacist at the pharmacy
who has access to the patient's records. This toll-free number shall be disclosed on a label affixed to
each container of drugs dispensed to patients in the Commonwealth.

C. Pharmacies subject to this section shall comply with the reporting requirements of the Prescription
Monitoring Program as set forth in § 54.1-2521.

D. The registration fee shall be the fee specified for pharmacies within Virginia.

E. A nonresident pharmacy shall only deliver controlled substances that are dispensed pursuant to a
prescription, directly to the consumer or his designated agent, or directly to a pharmacy located in Vir-
ginia pursuant to regulations of the Board.

F. Pharmacies subject to this section shall comply with the requirements set forth in § 54.1-3408.04
relating to dispensing of an interchangeable biosimilar in the place of a prescribed biological product.

G. Every nonresident pharmacy shall comply with federal requirements for an electronic, interoperable
system to identify, trace, and verify prescription drugs as they are distributed.

1990, c. 270; 1994, c. 300; 2000, c. 882; 2005, cc. 115, 637, 678; 2006, c. 397; 2008, cc. 79, 618;
2011, c. 124; 2013, cc. 412, 544, 765; 2016, c. 221.

§ 54.1-3434.2. Permit to be issued.
The Board shall only register nonresident pharmacies that maintain a current unrestricted license, cer-
tificate, permit, or registration as a pharmacy in a jurisdiction within the United States, or within
another jurisdiction that may lawfully deliver prescription drugs directly or indirectly to consumers
within the United States.

Applications for a nonresident pharmacy registration, under this section, shall be made on a form fur-
nished by the Board. The Board may require such information as it deems is necessary to carry out
the purpose of the section.

The permit or nonresident pharmacy registration shall be renewed annually on a date determined by
the Board in regulation. Renewal is contingent upon the nonresident pharmacy providing doc-
umentation of a current inspection report in accordance with subdivision A 3 of § 54.1-3434.1;
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continuing current, unrestricted licensure in the resident jurisdiction; and continuing certification if
required in subdivision A 4 of § 54.1-3434.1.

1990, c. 270; 2005, c. 115; 2008, cc. 79, 320, 618; 2013, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3434.3. Denial, revocation, suspension of registration, summary proceedings.
The Board may deny, revoke, suspend, or take other disciplinary actions against a nonresident phar-
macy registration as provided for in § 54.1-3316.

The Board shall immediately suspend, without a hearing, the registration of any nonresident phar-
macy upon receipt of documentation by the licensing agency in the jurisdiction where a nonresident
pharmacy registered with the Board is located, that the nonresident pharmacy has had its license, cer-
tificate, permit, or registration as a pharmacy revoked or suspended by that agency and has not been
reinstated, or if the Board has received notification from the licensing agency that the pharmacy in the
resident state no longer holds a valid unexpired license, permit, certificate, or registration as a phar-
macy. The Board shall provide written notice of the suspension to the nonresident pharmacy at the
address of record on file with the Board and to the resident-state licensing agency. The nonresident
pharmacy may apply for reinstatement of the registration only after it has been reinstated by and holds
a current and unrestricted license, certificate, permit, or registration as a pharmacy from the licensing
agency in the jurisdiction where it is located. Such nonresident pharmacy shall be entitled to a hearing
not later than the next regular meeting of the Board after the expiration of 60 days from the receipt of
such application, and shall have the right to be represented by counsel and to summon witnesses to
testify on its behalf.

The Board may summarily suspend the registration of any nonresident pharmacy without a hearing,
simultaneously with the institution of proceedings for a hearing, if it finds that there is a substantial
danger to the public health or safety that warrants such action. The Board may meet by telephone con-
ference call when summarily suspending the registration if a good faith effort to assemble a quorum of
the Board has failed and, in the judgment of a majority of the members of the Board, the continued dis-
pensing by the nonresident pharmacy constitutes a substantial danger to the public health or safety.
Institution of proceedings for a hearing shall be provided simultaneously with the summary sus-
pension. The hearing shall be scheduled within a reasonable time of the date of the summary sus-
pension. The Board may consider other information concerning possible violations of Virginia law at a
hearing, if reasonable notice is given to such nonresident pharmacy of the information.

A nonresident pharmacy with a suspended registration shall not ship, mail, or deliver any Schedule II
through VI drugs into the Commonwealth unless reinstated by the Board.

The Board may refer complaints concerning nonresident pharmacies to the regulatory or licensing
agency in the jurisdiction where the pharmacy is located. The Board may take other disciplinary action
against a nonresident pharmacy in accordance with §§ 54.1-2400 and 54.1-3316 following notice and
the opportunity for a hearing.

1990, c. 270; 2005, c. 115; 2007, c. 662; 2019, c. 138.
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§ 54.1-3434.4. Prohibited acts.
A. It is unlawful for any person or entity which is not registered under this article to (i) conduct the busi-
ness of shipping, mailing, or otherwise delivering Schedule II through VI controlled substances into Vir-
ginia or (ii) advertise the availability for purchase of any Schedule II through VI controlled substances
by any citizen of the Commonwealth. Further, it shall be unlawful for any person who is a resident of
Virginia to advertise the pharmacy services of a nonresident pharmacy or compounding services of an
outsourcing facility that has not registered with the Board, with the knowledge that the advertisement
will or is likely to induce members of the public in the Commonwealth to use the pharmacy or out-
sourcing facility to obtain controlled substances.

B. Any controlled substance that is ordered or shipped in violation of any provision of this chapter,
shall be considered as contraband and may be seized by any law-enforcement officer or any agent of
the Board of Pharmacy.

1990, c. 270; 2005, c. 115; 2008, cc. 79, 618; 2015, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3434.5. Nonresident outsourcing facilities to register with the Board.
A. Any outsourcing facility located outside the Commonwealth that ships, mails, or delivers in any man-
ner Schedule II through VI drugs or devices into the Commonwealth shall be considered a non-
resident outsourcing facility and shall be registered with the Board.

B. Applications for registration to act as a non-resident outsourcing facility shall be made on a form
provided by the Board and signed by a pharmacist who is licensed as a pharmacist in Virginia and
who is in full and actual charge of the outsourcing facility, is fully engaged in the compounding per-
formed at the location stated on the application, and is fully responsible for the outsourcing facility's
compliance with state and federal law and regulations. Such application shall be accompanied by a
fee determined by the Board in regulation. All registrations shall expire annually on a date determined
by the Board in regulation.

C. As a prerequisite to registering or renewing a registration with the Board, the outsourcing facility
shall (i) register as an outsourcing facility with the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services in
accordance with 21 U.S.C. § 353b and (ii) submit a copy of a current inspection report resulting from
an inspection conducted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration that indicates compliance with the
requirements of state and federal law and regulations, including all applicable guidance documents
and Current Good Manufacturing Practices published by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

The inspection report required pursuant to clause (ii) shall be deemed current for the purposes of this
section if the inspection was conducted (a) no more than one year prior to the date of submission of an
application for registration with the Board or (b) no more than two years prior to the date of submission
of an application for renewal of a registration with the Board. However, if the outsourcing facility has
not been inspected by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration within the required period, the Board
may accept an inspection report or other documentation from another entity that is satisfactory to the
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Board, or the Board may cause an inspection to be conducted by its duly authorized agent and may
charge an inspection fee in an amount sufficient to cover the costs of the inspection.

D. A nonresident outsourcing facility shall not engage in compounding of drug products to be dis-
pensed pursuant to a valid prescription for a specific patient without first obtaining a registration to
operate a nonresident pharmacy. The nonresident pharmacy shall comply with all state and federal
laws, regulations, and requirements except § 54.1-3410.2.

2015, c. 300.

Article 3 - WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SUPPLIERS

§ 54.1-3435. License to act as wholesale distributor; renewal; fee.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the wholesale distribution of prescription drugs in
the Commonwealth without a valid unrevoked license issued by the Board. The applicant for licensure
as a wholesale distributor, as defined in § 54.1-3401, in the Commonwealth shall apply to the Board
for a license, using such forms as the Board may furnish; renew such license using such forms as the
Board may furnish, if granted, annually on a date determined by the Board in regulation; notify the
Board within 30 days of any substantive change in the information reported on the application form pre-
viously submitted to the Board; and remit a fee as determined by the Board.

B. A wholesale distributor that ceases distribution of Schedule II through V drugs to a pharmacy,
licensed physician dispenser, or licensed physician dispensing facility located in the Commonwealth
due to suspicious orders of controlled substances shall notify the Board within five days of the ces-
sation. For the purposes of this section, "suspicious orders of controlled substances" means, relative
to the pharmacy's, licensed physician dispenser's, or licensed physician dispensing facility's order his-
tory and the order history of similarly situated pharmacies, licensed physician dispensers, or licensed
physician dispensing facilities, (i) orders of unusual size, (ii) orders deviating substantially from a nor-
mal pattern, and (iii) orders of unusual frequency.

C. A wholesale distributor shall be immune from civil liability for giving notice in accordance with sub-
section B unless the notice was given in bad faith or with malicious intent.

D. The Board shall not impose any disciplinary or enforcement action against any licensee or permit
holder solely on the basis of a notice received from a wholesale distributor pursuant to subsection B.

E. The Board may promulgate such regulations relating to the storage, handling, and distribution of
prescription drugs by wholesale distributors as it deems necessary to implement this section, to pre-
vent diversion of prescription drugs, and to protect the public.

F. Every wholesale distributor shall comply with federal requirements for an electronic, interoperable
system to identify, trace, and verify prescription drugs as they are distributed.
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1970, c. 650, § 54-524.44; 1976, c. 614; 1980, c. 288; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 737; 2008, c. 320; 2015, c.
299; 2016, c. 221.

§ 54.1-3435.01. Registration of nonresident wholesale distributors; renewal; fee.
A. Any person located outside the Commonwealth who engages in the wholesale distribution of pre-
scription drugs into the Commonwealth shall be registered with the Board. The applicant for regis-
tration as a nonresident wholesale distributor shall apply to the Board using such forms as the Board
may furnish; renew such registration, if granted, using such forms as the Board may furnish, annually
on a date determined by the Board in regulation; notify the Board within 30 days of any substantive
change in the information previously submitted to the Board; and remit a fee, which shall be the fee
specified for wholesale distributors located within the Commonwealth.

B. The nonresident wholesale distributor shall at all times maintain a valid, unexpired license, permit,
or registration in the state in which it is located and shall furnish proof of such upon application and at
each renewal.

C. Records of prescription drugs distributed into the Commonwealth shall be maintained in such a
manner that they are readily retrievable from records of distributions into other jurisdictions and shall
be provided to the Board, its authorized agent, or any agent designated by the Superintendent of State
Police upon request within seven days of receipt of such request.

D. A nonresident wholesale distributor that ceases distribution of Schedule II through V drugs to a
pharmacy, licensed physician dispenser, or licensed physician dispensing facility located in the Com-
monwealth due to suspicious orders of controlled substances shall notify the Board within five days of
the cessation. For the purposes of this section, "suspicious orders of controlled substances" means,
relative to the pharmacy's, licensed physician dispenser's, or licensed physician dispensing facility's
order history and the order history of similarly situated pharmacies, licensed physician dispensers, or
licensed physician dispensing facilities, (i) orders of unusual size, (ii) orders deviating substantially
from a normal pattern, and (iii) orders of unusual frequency.

E. A nonresident wholesale distributor shall be immune from civil liability for giving notice in accord-
ance with subsection D unless the notice was given in bad faith or with malicious intent.

F. The Board shall not impose any disciplinary or enforcement action against any licensee or permit
holder solely on the basis of a notice received from a nonresident wholesale distributor pursuant to
subsection D.

G. This section shall not apply to persons who distribute prescription drugs directly to a licensed
wholesale distributor located within the Commonwealth.

H. Every nonresident wholesale distributor shall comply with federal requirements for an electronic,
interoperable system to identify, trace, and verify prescription drugs as they are distributed.

1994, c. 300; 2008, c. 320; 2015, c. 299; 2016, c. 221.

§ 54.1-3435.02. Certain permitted pharmacies and medical equipment suppliers exempted.
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A. A permitted pharmacy may engage in wholesale distributions of small quantities of prescription
drugs without being licensed as wholesale distributors when such wholesale distributions are in com-
pliance with federal law as follows: such wholesale distributions of controlled substances do not
exceed five percent of the gross annual sales of prescription drugs by the relevant permitted pharmacy
or such wholesale distributions of Schedules II through V controlled substances do not exceed five
percent of the total dosage units of the Schedule II through V controlled substances dispensed annu-
ally by the relevant permitted pharmacy.

B. A permitted medical equipment supplier may engage in wholesale distributions of small quantities
of oxygen without being licensed as a wholesale distributor when such wholesale distributions are in
compliance with federal law and such distributions do not exceed five percent of the gross annual
sales of oxygen by the relevant permitted medical equipment supplier.

2003, c. 509; 2004, c. 854.

§ 54.1-3435.1. Denial, revocation, and suspension of license, permit, or registration of certain entit-
ies.
A. The Board may deny, revoke, suspend, or take other disciplinary actions against a wholesale dis-
tributor license, nonresident wholesale distributor registration, third-party logistics provider permit, non-
resident third-party logistics provider registration, manufacturer permit, nonresident manufacturer
permit, or nonresident warehouser registration as provided for in § 54.1-3316 or the following:

1. Any conviction of the applicant, licensee, or registrant under federal or state laws relating to con-
trolled substances, including, but not limited to, drug samples and wholesale or retail prescription drug
distribution;

2. Violations of licensing requirements under previously held licenses;

3. Failure to maintain and make available to the Board or to federal regulatory officials those records
required to be maintained by wholesale distributors of prescription drugs; or

4. Violations of the minimum requirements for qualifications, personnel, storage, and handling of pre-
scription drugs and maintenance of prescription drug records as set forth in the federal Drug Supply
Chain Security Act of 2013, Title II of P. L. 113-54, and the requirements of Chapter 21 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

B. Wholesale drug distributors, nonresident wholesale drug distributors, third-party logistics providers,
nonresident third-party logistics providers, manufacturers, nonresident manufacturers, and non-
resident warehousers shall allow the Board or its authorized agents to enter and inspect, at reas-
onable times and in a reasonable manner, their premises and delivery vehicles, and to audit their
records and written operating procedures. Such agents shall be required to show appropriate iden-
tification prior to being permitted access to wholesale drug distributors' premises and delivery
vehicles.

1992, c. 737; 1994, c. 300; 2007, c. 662; 2016, c. 221; 2018, c. 96.
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§ 54.1-3435.2. Permit to act as medical equipment supplier; storage; limitation; regulations.
A. Unless otherwise authorized by this chapter or Chapter 33 (§ 54.1-3300 et seq.) of this title, it shall
be unlawful for any person to act as a medical equipment supplier, as defined in § 54.1-3401, in this
Commonwealth without a valid unrevoked permit issued by the Board. The applicant for a permit to
act as a medical equipment supplier in this Commonwealth shall apply to the Board for a permit, using
such form as the Board may furnish; renew such permit, if granted, annually on a date determined by
the Board in regulation; and remit a fee as determined by the Board.

B. Prescription drugs received, stored, and distributed by authority of this section shall be limited to
those Schedule VI controlled substances with no medicinal properties which are used for the oper-
ation and cleaning of medical equipment, solutions for peritoneal dialysis, and sterile water and saline
for irrigation.

C. Distribution of any Schedule VI drug or device or of any hypodermic needle or syringe, or medicinal
oxygen by authority of this section is limited to delivery to the ultimate user upon lawful order by a pre-
scriber authorized to prescribe such drugs and devices.

D. The Board may promulgate such regulations relating to the storage, handling, and distribution of
prescription drugs, devices and controlled paraphernalia by medical equipment suppliers as it deems
necessary to implement this section, to prevent diversion of prescription drugs and devices and con-
trolled paraphernalia, and to protect the public.

1992, c. 737; 1996, c. 408; 1997, c. 677; 2008, c. 320; 2013, c. 504.

§ 54.1-3435.3. Inspection and audit.
Medical equipment suppliers shall allow the Board or its authorized agents to enter and inspect, at
reasonable times and in a reasonable manner, their premises and delivery vehicles, and to audit their
records and written operating procedures.

1992, c. 737; 2007, c. 662.

§ 54.1-3435.3:1. Registration of nonresident medical equipment suppliers; renewal; fee.
A. Any person located outside the Commonwealth other than a nonresident pharmacy registered pur-
suant to § 54.1-3434.1 that ships, mails, or delivers to a consumer in the Commonwealth any hypo-
dermic syringes or needles, medicinal oxygen, Schedule VI controlled device, those Schedule VI
controlled substances with no medicinal properties that are used for the operation and cleaning of
medical equipment, sterile water and saline for irrigation, or solutions for peritoneal dialysis pursuant
to a lawful order of a prescriber shall be registered with the Board as a nonresident medical equip-
ment supplier. Registration as a nonresident medical equipment supplier shall be renewed by March
1 of each year. Applicants for registration or renewal of a registration shall submit a fee specified by
the Board in regulations at the time of registration or renewal. A nonresident medical equipment sup-
plier registered in accordance with this section shall notify the Board within 30 days of any substantive
change in the information previously submitted to the Board.
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B. The nonresident medical equipment supplier shall at all times maintain a valid, unexpired license,
permit, or registration in the state in which it is located, if required by the resident state, and shall fur-
nish proof of such license, permit, or registration upon application for registration or renewal. If the res-
ident state does not require a license, permit, or registration to engage in direct consumer supply of
the medical equipment described in subsection A, the applicant shall furnish proof that it meets the
minimum statutory and regulatory requirements for medical equipment suppliers in the Com-
monwealth.

C. Records of distribution of medical equipment described in subsection A into the Commonwealth
shall be maintained in such a manner that they are readily retrievable from records of distribution into
other jurisdictions and shall be provided to the Board, its authorized agent, or any agent designated by
the Superintendent of State Police upon request within seven days of receipt of such request.

2016, c. 88.

§ 54.1-3435.4. Permit to act as warehouser; regulations.
A. Unless otherwise authorized by this chapter or Chapter 33 (§ 54.1-3300 et seq.) of this title, it shall
be unlawful for any person to act as a warehouser, as defined in § 54.1-3401, in this Commonwealth
without a valid unrevoked permit issued by the Board. The applicant for a permit to act as a ware-
houser in this Commonwealth shall apply to the Board for a permit, using such form as the Board may
furnish; renew such permit, if granted, annually on a date determined by the Board in regulation; and
remit a fee as determined by the Board.

B. The Board may promulgate such regulations relating to the storage, handling, and distribution of
prescription drugs and devices by warehousers as it deems necessary to implement this section, to
prevent diversion of prescription drugs and devices, and to protect the public.

C. Warehousers shall allow the Board or its authorized agents to enter and inspect, at reasonable
times and in a reasonable manner, their premises and delivery vehicles, and to audit their records and
written operating procedures. Such agents shall be required to show appropriate identification prior to
being permitted access to warehousers' premises and delivery vehicles.

1992, c. 737; 2008, c. 320.

§ 54.1-3435.4:01. Registration to act as a nonresident warehouser; regulations.
A. Any warehouser located outside the Commonwealth that ships prescription drugs or devices into
the Commonwealth shall be registered with the Board. Such nonresident warehouser shall renew
such registration annually on a date determined by the Board and shall notify the Board within 30
days of any substantive change in the information previously submitted.

B. The Board may promulgate such regulations relating to the storage, handling, and distribution of
prescription drugs and devices by nonresident warehousers as it deems necessary to implement this
section, to prevent diversion of prescription drugs and devices, and to protect the public.
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C. The nonresident warehouser shall at all times maintain a valid, unexpired license, permit, or regis-
tration in the state in which it is located that authorizes the possession and distribution of such pre-
scription drugs and devices and shall furnish proof of such upon application and at each renewal.

D. Records of prescription drugs and devices distributed into the Commonwealth shall be maintained
in such a manner that they are readily retrievable from records of distributions into other jurisdictions
and shall be provided to the Board, its authorized agent, or any agent designated by the Super-
intendent of State Police upon request within seven days of receipt of such request.

2018, c. 96.

§ 54.1-3435.4:1. Permitting of third-party logistics provider; renewal.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate as a third-party logistics provider in the Com-
monwealth without a valid, unrevoked permit issued by the Board. The third-party logistics provider
shall renew such permit annually on a date determined by the Board in regulation and shall notify the
Board within 30 days of any substantive change in the information reported on the application form pre-
viously submitted.

B. The Board shall adopt such regulations relating to the requirements to operate as a third-party
logistics provider, including the storage, handling, and distribution of prescription drugs by third-party
logistics providers, as it deems necessary to prevent diversion of prescription drugs and to protect the
public.

2016, c. 221.

§ 54.1-3435.4:2. Registration of nonresident third-party logistics provider; renewal.
A. Any third-party logistics provider located outside the Commonwealth that ships prescription drugs
or devices into the Commonwealth shall be registered with the Board. Such nonresident third-party
logistics provider shall renew such registration annually on a date determined by the Board and shall
notify the Board within 30 days of any substantive change in the information previously submitted.

B. The Board may promulgate such regulations relating to the storage, handling, and distribution of
prescription drugs and devices by nonresident third-party logistics providers as it deems necessary to
implement this section, to prevent diversion of prescription drugs and devices, and to protect the pub-
lic.

C. The nonresident third-party logistics provider shall at all times maintain a valid, unexpired license,
permit, or registration in the state in which it is located or current licensure as a third-party logistics pro-
vider with the FDA and shall furnish proof of such upon application and at each renewal.

D. Records of prescription drugs and devices distributed into the Commonwealth shall be maintained
in such a manner that they are readily retrievable from records of distributions into other jurisdictions
and shall be provided to the Board, its authorized agent, or any agent designated by the Super-
intendent of State Police upon request within seven days of receipt of such request.

2018, c. 96.
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§ 54.1-3435.5. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 662, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-3436. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1992, c. 737.

§ 54.1-3436.1. Prescription drug price transparency.
A. As used in this section:

"Brand-name drug" means a prescription drug approved under 21 U.S.C. § 355(b) or 42 U.S.C. § 262.

"Generic drug" means a prescription drug approved under 21 U.S.C. § 355(j).

"Nonprofit data services organization" has the same meaning as set forth in § 32.1-23.4.

"Pharmacy benefits manager" has the same meaning as set forth in § 38.2-3407.15:4.

"Wholesale acquisition cost" has the same meaning as set forth in 42 U.S.C. § 1395w-3a(c)(6)(B).

B. To ensure data that is useful, relevant, and not duplicative, the Department of Health may request
wholesale distributors to report to the nonprofit organization with which the Department of Health has
entered into a contract or agreement pursuant to § 32.1-23.4 the following information on the 25 cost-
liest drugs in the Commonwealth upon a determination by the Department of Health that data received
from health carriers, pharmacy benefits managers, and manufacturers is insufficient:

1. The wholesale acquisition cost that the wholesale distributor has negotiated directly with the man-
ufacturer in the last calendar year, related to the 25 costliest drugs dispensed in the Commonwealth;

2. The wholesale acquisition cost that the wholesale distributor has negotiated directly with the man-
ufacturer in the current calendar year for the 25 costliest drugs dispensed in the Commonwealth;

3. Aggregate total rebates, discounts, and price concessions negotiated directly with the manufacturer
for the 25 costliest drugs dispensed in the Commonwealth in the last calendar year, for business in the
Commonwealth, in total; and

4. Aggregate total discounts, dispensing fees, and other fees negotiated in the last calendar year with
pharmacies, for the 25 costliest drugs dispensed in the Commonwealth, in total.

C. A report submitted by a wholesale distributor pursuant to subsection B shall not disclose the iden-
tity of a specific wholesale distributor, the price charged for a specific prescription drug or class of pre-
scription drugs, or the amount of any price concession, rebate, or fee provided for a specific
prescription drug or class of prescription drugs.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 304.

Article 4 - PERMITTING OF MANUFACTURERS

§ 54.1-3437. Permit to manufacture drugs.
It shall be lawful to manufacture, make, produce, pack, package, repackage, relabel or prepare any
drug not controlled by Schedule I after first obtaining the appropriate permit from the Board. Such
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permits shall be subject to the Board's regulations on sanitation, equipment, and safeguards against
diversion, and shall allow the distribution of the drug manufactured, made, produced, packed, pack-
aged, repackaged, relabeled, or prepared to anyone other than the end user without the need to
obtain a wholesale distributor permit. This provision shall not apply to manufacturers or packers of
medicated feeds who manufacture or package no other drugs.

Code 1950, § 54-448; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.36; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 37, 407; 2016,
c. 221.

§ 54.1-3437.1. Limited permit for repackaging drugs.
The Board may issue a limited manufacturing permit for the purpose of repackaging drugs, upon such
terms and conditions approved by the Board, to the pharmacy directly operated by the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and which serves clients of the community services
boards.

1997, c. 218; 2009, cc. 813, 840.

§ 54.1-3438. Manufacturing, etc., of drugs or proprietary medicines, to be supervised by phar-
macist.
No drugs or proprietary medicines shall be manufactured, made, produced, packed, packaged, repack-
aged, relabeled or prepared within this Commonwealth, except under the personal and immediate
supervision of a pharmacist or such other person as may be approved by the Board of Pharmacy after
an investigation and a determination by the Board that they are qualified by scientific or technical train-
ing to perform such duties or supervision as may be necessary to protect the public health and safety.
This provision shall not apply to manufacturers or packers of medicated feeds who manufacture or
pack no other drugs. Medicated feeds are hereby defined as products obtained by mixing a com-
mercial feed and a drug.

Code 1950, § 54-447; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.37; 1976, c. 614; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc.
37, 407.

§ 54.1-3439. Application for nonrestricted manufacturing permit; fee.
Every person desiring to manufacture any drug or proprietary medicines shall annually apply to the
Board for a nonrestricted manufacturing permit. The application shall be accompanied by the required
fee. Separate applications shall be made and separate permits issued for each specific place of man-
ufacturing. Each such permit shall expire annually on a date determined by the Board in regulation.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.40; 1972, c. 798; 1976, c. 614; 1980, c. 288; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 37, 407;
2008, c. 320.

§ 54.1-3440. Persons to whom nonrestricted permit is granted.
No person shall be granted a nonrestricted permit as a manufacturer unless he is of good moral char-
acter and properly equipped as to land, buildings, equipment and safeguards against diversion to
carry out the functions of a manufacturer with due regard to the protection of the public safety.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.41; 1976, c. 614; 1988, c. 765.
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§ 54.1-3441. Restricted manufacturing permit; application; fee; separate application and permit for
each place of manufacturing.
Every person desiring to manufacture a proprietary medicine or to repackage medical gases shall
apply to the Board for a restricted manufacturing permit. The application shall be accompanied by the
required fee. Separate applications shall be made and separate permits issued for each separate
place of manufacturing.

1976, c. 614, § 54-524.41:1; 1980, c. 288; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 37, 407.

§ 54.1-3442. When permit not to be granted; regulations.
No person shall be granted a restricted manufacturing permit as a manufacturer unless such person is
properly equipped as to buildings and equipment to carry out the functions of a manufacturer with due
regard to the protection of the public health. The Board shall promulgate regulations in order to carry
out the provisions of this section.

1976, c. 614, § 54-524.41:2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3442.01. Registration of nonresident manufacturer; renewal.
A. Any manufacturer located outside the Commonwealth who ships prescription drugs into the Com-
monwealth shall be registered with the Board. The nonresident manufacturer shall renew such regis-
tration annually on a date determined by the Board in regulation and shall notify the Board within 30
days of any substantive change in the information previously submitted.

B. The nonresident manufacturer shall at all times maintain a valid, unexpired license, permit, or regis-
tration in the state in which it is located or current registration as a manufacturer or repackager with the
federal Food and Drug Administration and shall furnish proof of such upon application and at each
renewal.

C. Records of prescription drugs distributed into the Commonwealth shall be maintained in such a
manner that they are readily retrievable from records of shipments into other jurisdictions and shall be
provided to the Board, its authorized agent, or any agent designated by the Superintendent of the
Department of State Police upon request within seven days of receipt of such request.

2016, c. 221.

§ 54.1-3442.02. Prescription drug price transparency.
A. As used in this section:

"Biosimilar" means a drug that is produced or distributed pursuant to a biologics license application
approved under 42 U.S.C. § 262(k)(3).

"Brand-name drug" means a prescription drug approved under 21 U.S.C. § 355(b) or 42 U.S.C. § 262.

"Generic drug" means a prescription drug approved under 21 U.S.C. § 355(j) or 42 U.S.C. 262(k).
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"New prescription drug" means a drug or biological product receiving initial approval under an original
new drug application pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 355(b) or under a biologics license application under 42
U.S.C. § 262.

"Nonprofit data services organization" has the same meaning as set forth in § 32.1-23.4.

"Pharmacy benefits manager" has the same meaning as set forth in § 38.2-3407.15:4.

"Wholesale acquisition cost" has the same meaning as set forth in 42 U.S.C. § 1395w-3a(c)(6)(B).

B. Every manufacturer shall report annually by April 1 to the nonprofit organization with which the
Department of Health has entered into a contract or agreement pursuant to § 32.1-23.4, for each (i)
brand-name drug and biologic other than a biosimilar with a wholesale acquisition cost of $100 or
more for a 30-day supply or a single course of treatment and any increase of 15 percent or more in the
wholesale acquisition cost of such brand-name drug or biologic over the preceding calendar year; (ii)
biosimilar with an initial wholesale acquisition cost that is not at least 15 percent less than the whole-
sale acquisition cost of the referenced brand biologic at the time the biosimilar is launched; and (iii)
generic drug with a price increase that results in an increase in the wholesale acquisition cost of such
generic drug that is equal to 200 percent or more during the preceding 12-month period, when the
wholesale acquisition cost of such generic drug is equal to or greater than $100, annually adjusted by
the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, for a 30-day supply, with such increase defined
as the difference between the wholesale acquisition cost of the generic drug after such increase and
the average wholesale acquisition cost of such generic drug during the previous 12 months, the fol-
lowing information:

1. The name of the prescription drug;

2. Whether the drug is a brand name or generic;

3. The effective date of the change in wholesale acquisition cost;

4. Aggregate, company-level research and development costs for the most recent year for which final
audit data is available;

5. The name of each of the manufacturer's new prescription drugs approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration within the previous three calendar years;

6. The name of each of the manufacturer's prescription drugs that, within the previous three calendar
years, became subject to generic competition and for which there is a therapeutically equivalent gen-
eric version; and

7. A concise statement regarding the factor or factors that caused the increase in wholesale acquis-
ition cost.

C. A manufacturer's obligations pursuant to this section shall be fully satisfied by the submission to the
nonprofit data services organization with which the Department of Health has entered into a contract
pursuant to § 32.1-23.4 of information and data that a manufacturer includes in the manufacturer's



annual consolidation report on Securities and Exchange Commission Form 10-K or any other public
disclosure.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 304.

Article 4.1 - EXPANDED ACCESS TO INVESTIGATIONAL DRUGS, BIOLOGICAL
PRODUCTS, AND DEVICES

§ 54.1-3442.1. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Investigational drug, biological product, or device" means a drug, biological product, or device that
has successfully completed Phase I of a clinical trial but has not been approved for general use by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration and remains under investigation in a clinical trial.

"Terminal condition" means a condition caused by injury, disease, or illness from which, to a reas-
onable degree of medical probability, a patient cannot recover and (i) the patient's death is imminent
or (ii) the patient is in a persistent vegetative state.

"Treating physician" means a physician who is providing or has previously provided medical treat-
ment or evaluation to and has or previously had an ongoing treatment relationship with the person.

2015, cc. 655, 656.

§ 54.1-3442.2. Eligibility for expanded access to investigational drugs, biological products, and
devices; written, informed consent to treatment.
A. A person shall be eligible for expanded access to investigational drugs, biological products, or
devices if:

1. He has a terminal condition, attested to by his treating physician and confirmed by a second phys-
ician not previously involved in the treatment of the person who has conducted an independent exam-
ination of the person;

2. He has, in consultation with his treating physician, considered all other treatment options currently
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and the treating physician has determined that no
reasonable opportunity exists for him to participate in an ongoing clinical trial for his terminal con-
dition;

3. The potential benefits of use of the investigational drug, biological product, or device to treat his ter-
minal condition are greater than the potential risks of the use of the investigational drug, biological
product, or device to treat his terminal condition;

4. He has received a recommendation from his treating physician for use of an investigational drug,
biological product, or device for treatment of his terminal condition; and

5. He or, if he is incapable of making an informed decision, his legally authorized representative has
given written informed consent to use of the investigational drug, biological product, or device for
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treatment of his terminal condition or, if the person is a minor or lacks capacity to provide informed con-
sent, his parent or legal guardian has given written informed consent to the use of the investigational
drug, biological product, or device for treatment of his terminal condition.

Documentation indicating that the person meets the criteria for eligibility for expanded access to invest-
igational drugs, biological products, or devices shall be provided by the person's treating physician
and shall be included in the person's medical record.

B. Written informed consent to use of an investigational drug, biological product, or device shall
include:

1. An explanation of the currently approved products and treatments for the person's terminal con-
dition;

2. A statement that the person has, in consultation with his treating physician, considered all other
treatment options currently approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and the treating phys-
ician has determined that no reasonable opportunity exists for the person to participate in an ongoing
clinical trial for his terminal condition;

3. An explanation of the specific investigational drug, biological product, or device proposed for treat-
ment of the person's terminal condition;

4. A description of possible outcomes resulting from use of the investigational drug, biological product,
or device to treat the person's terminal condition, including a statement that new, unanticipated, dif-
ferent, or worse symptoms might result from and death could be hastened by the proposed treatment,
based on the treating physician's knowledge of the proposed treatment in conjunction with an aware-
ness of the person's terminal condition;

5. A statement that the person may be required to pay any costs associated with use of the invest-
igational drug, biological product, or device; and

6. A statement that the person or, if the person is a minor or lacks capacity to provide informed con-
sent, his parent or legal guardian consents to the use of the investigational drug, biological product, or
device for treatment of his terminal condition.

2015, cc. 655, 656.

§ 54.1-3442.3. Expanded access to investigational drugs, biological products, or devices; cost;
insurance coverage.
A. A manufacturer of an investigational drug, biological product, or device may make such invest-
igational drug, biological product, or device available to a person who meets the criteria set forth in
subsection A of § 54.1-3442.2; however, nothing in this article shall require a manufacturer of an
investigational drug, biological product, or device to make such investigational drug, biological
product, or device available to such person.
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B. A manufacturer that makes an investigational drug, biological product, or device available to a per-
son who meets the criteria set forth in subsection A of § 54.1-3442.2 may provide the investigational
drug, biological product, or device to the person free of charge or may require the person to pay the
costs of, or the costs associated with, the manufacture of the investigational drug, biological product,
or device.

C. An insurer proposing to issue individual or group accident and sickness insurance policies provid-
ing hospital, medical and surgical, or major medical coverage on an expense-incurred basis, a cor-
poration providing individual or group accident and sickness subscription contracts, or a health
maintenance organization providing a health care plan for health care services may provide coverage
for costs related to treatment of a person's terminal condition with an investigational drug, biological
product, or device; however, nothing in this article shall require an insurer proposing to issue indi-
vidual or group accident and sickness insurance policies providing hospital, medical and surgical, or
major medical coverage on an expense-incurred basis, a corporation providing individual or group
accident and sickness subscription contracts, or a health maintenance organization providing a health
care plan for health care services to provide coverage for costs related to treatment of a person's ter-
minal condition with an investigational drug, biological product, or device.

2015, cc. 655, 656.

§ 54.1-3442.4. Limitation of liability.
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a health care provider as defined in §
8.01-581.1 who recommends an investigational drug, biological product, or device to a person who
meets the criteria set forth in subsection A of § 54.1-3442.2 shall be immune from civil liability for any
adverse action, condition, or other outcome resulting from the person's use of the investigational drug,
biological product, or device.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a manufacturer, distributor, administrator,
health care provider as defined in § 8.01-581.1, sponsor, or physician who manufactures, supplies, dis-
tributes, administers, prescribes, or recommends an investigational drug, biological product, or device
to a person who meets the criteria set forth in § 54.1-3442.2 shall be immune from suit and liability
caused by, arising out of, or relating to the design, development, clinical testing and investigation, man-
ufacture, labeling, distribution, sale, purchase, donation, dispensing, prescription, recommendation,
administration, efficacy, or use of such investigational drug, biological product, or device made avail-
able to such person.

C. No claim or cause of action against a manufacturer, distributor, administrator, health care provider
as defined in § 8.01-581.1, sponsor, or physician who manufactures, supplies, distributes, admin-
isters, prescribes, or recommends an investigational drug, biological product, or device to a person
who meets the criteria set forth in § 54.1-3442.2 shall exist in any state court for claims of property, per-
sonal injury, or death caused by, arising out of, or relating to the design, development, clinical testing
and investigation, manufacture, labeling, distribution, sale, purchase, donation, dispensing,
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prescription, recommendation, administration, efficacy, or use of such investigational drug, biological
product, or device made available to such person.

D. No health care provider as defined in § 8.01-581.1 who recommends, prescribes, administers, dis-
tributes, or supplies an investigational drug, biological product, or device to a person who meets the
criteria set forth in § 54.1-3442.2 shall be deemed to have engaged in unprofessional conduct, or shall
be adversely affected in any decision relating to licensure, on such grounds.

E. Nothing in this article shall require a person to violate or act in contravention of any federal or state
law as such law relates to the prescribing, dispensing, administration, or use of an investigational
drug, biological product, or device.

2015, cc. 655, 656.

Article 4.2 - Permitting of Pharmaceutical Processors to Produce and Dispense
Cannabis Products

§ 54.1-3442.5. (Effective until Jan 1, 2024, pursuant to Acts 2023, cc. 740, 773, cl. 2) Definitions.
As used in this article:

"Botanical cannabis," "cannabis oil," "cannabis product," "designated caregiver facility," "practitioner,"
"registered agent," and "usable cannabis" have the same meanings as specified in § 54.1-3408.3.

"Cannabis dispensing facility" means a facility that (i) has obtained a permit from the Board pursuant
to § 54.1-3442.6; (ii) is owned, at least in part, by a pharmaceutical processor; and (iii) dispenses can-
nabis products produced by a pharmaceutical processor to a patient, his registered agent, or, if such
patient is a minor or a vulnerable adult as defined in § 18.2-369, such patient's parent or legal guard-
ian.

"Pharmaceutical processor" means a facility that (i) has obtained a permit from the Board pursuant to
§ 54.1-3442.6 and (ii) cultivates Cannabis plants intended only for the production of cannabis oil,
botanical cannabis, and usable cannabis, produces cannabis products, and dispenses cannabis
products to a patient pursuant to a written certification, his registered agent, or, if such patient is a
minor or a vulnerable adult as defined in § 18.2-369, such patient's parent or legal guardian.

2017, c. 613; 2018, cc. 246, 809; 2019, c. 690; 2020, c. 1278; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 205, 227, 228;
2022, cc. 259, 391, 392, 642; 2023, cc. 760, 780.

§ 54.1-3442.6. (Effective until Jan 1, 2024, pursuant to Acts 2023, cc. 740, 773, cl. 2) Permit to
operate pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility.
A. No person shall operate a pharmaceutical processor or a cannabis dispensing facility without first
obtaining a permit from the Board. The application for such permit shall be made on a form provided
by the Board and signed by a pharmacist who will be in full and actual charge of the pharmaceutical
processor's dispensing area or cannabis dispensing facility. The Board shall establish an application
fee and other general requirements for such application.
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B. Each permit shall expire annually on a date determined by the Board in regulation. The number of
permits that the Board may issue or renew in any year is limited to one pharmaceutical processor and
up to five cannabis dispensing facilities for each health service area established by the Board of
Health. Permits shall be displayed in a conspicuous place on the premises of the pharmaceutical pro-
cessor and cannabis dispensing facility.

C. The Board shall adopt regulations establishing health, safety, and security requirements for phar-
maceutical processors and cannabis dispensing facilities. Such regulations shall include require-
ments for (i) physical standards; (ii) location restrictions; (iii) security systems and controls; (iv)
minimum equipment and resources; (v) recordkeeping; (vi) labeling and packaging; (vii) routine inspec-
tions no more frequently than once annually; (viii) processes for safely and securely dispensing and
delivering in person cannabis products to a patient, his registered agent, or, if such patient is a minor
or a vulnerable adult as defined in § 18.2-369, such patient's parent or legal guardian; (ix) dosage lim-
itations for cannabis products that provide that each dispensed dose of a cannabis product not exceed
10 milligrams of total tetrahydrocannabinol, except as permitted under § 54.1-3442.7:2; (x) a process
for the wholesale distribution of and the transfer of usable cannabis, botanical cannabis, cannabis oil,
and cannabis products between pharmaceutical processors, between a pharmaceutical processor
and a cannabis dispensing facility, and between cannabis dispensing facilities; (xi) an allowance for
the sale of devices for administration of dispensed cannabis products and hemp-based CBD products
that meet the applicable standards set forth in state and federal law, including the laboratory testing
standards set forth in subsection M; (xii) an allowance for the use and distribution of inert product
samples containing no cannabinoids for patient demonstration exclusively at the pharmaceutical pro-
cessor or cannabis dispensing facility, and not for further distribution or sale, without the need for a
written certification; (xiii) a process for acquiring industrial hemp extracts and formulating such extracts
into cannabis products; and (xiv) an allowance for the advertising and promotion of the phar-
maceutical processor's products and operations, which shall not limit the pharmaceutical processor
from the provision of educational material to practitioners who issue written certifications and patients.
The Board shall also adopt regulations for pharmaceutical processors that include requirements for (a)
processes for safely and securely cultivating Cannabis plants intended for producing cannabis
products, (b) the disposal of agricultural waste, and (c) a process for registering cannabis products.

D. The Board shall require that, after processing and before dispensing any cannabis products, a phar-
maceutical processor shall make a sample available from each batch of cannabis product for testing
by an independent laboratory located in Virginia meeting Board requirements. A valid sample size for
testing shall be determined by each laboratory and may vary due to sample matrix, analytical method,
and laboratory-specific procedures. A minimum sample size of 0.5 percent of individual units for dis-
pensing or distribution from each homogenized batch of cannabis oil is required to achieve a rep-
resentative cannabis oil sample for analysis. A minimum sample size, to be determined by the
certified testing laboratory, from each batch of botanical cannabis is required to achieve a rep-
resentative botanical cannabis sample for analysis. Botanical cannabis products shall only be tested



for the following: total cannabidiol (CBD); total tetrahydrocannabinol (THC); terpenes; pesticide chem-
ical residue; heavy metals; mycotoxins; moisture; and microbiological contaminants. Testing
thresholds shall be consistent with generally accepted cannabis industry thresholds. The phar-
maceutical processor may remediate botanical cannabis or cannabis oil that fails any quality testing
standard except pesticides. Following remediation, all remediated botanical cannabis or cannabis oil
shall be subject to laboratory testing, which shall not be more stringent than initial testing prior to
remediation. Remediated botanical cannabis or cannabis oil that passes such quality testing may be
packaged and labeled. If a batch of botanical cannabis fails retesting after remediation, it shall be con-
sidered usable cannabis and may be processed into cannabis oil. Stability testing shall not be
required for any cannabis product with an expiration date assigned by the pharmaceutical processor
of six months or less from the date of the cannabis product registration approval. Stability testing
required for assignment of an expiration date longer than six months shall be limited to microbial test-
ing, on a pass/fail basis, and potency testing, on a 15 percent deviation basis, of total THC and total
CBD. No cannabis product shall have an expiration date longer than six months from the date of the
cannabis product registration approval unless supported by stability testing.

E. A laboratory testing samples for a pharmaceutical processor shall obtain a controlled substances
registration certificate pursuant to § 54.1-3423 and shall comply with quality standards established by
the Board in regulation.

F. Every pharmaceutical processor's dispensing area or cannabis dispensing facility shall be under
the personal supervision of a licensed pharmacist on the premises of the pharmaceutical processor or
cannabis dispensing facility unless all cannabis products are contained in a vault or other similar con-
tainer to which only the pharmacist has access controls. The pharmaceutical processor shall ensure
that security measures are adequate to protect the cannabis from diversion at all times, and the phar-
macist-in-charge shall have concurrent responsibility for preventing diversion from the dispensing
area.

Every pharmaceutical processor shall designate a person who shall have oversight of the cultivation
and production areas of the pharmaceutical processor and shall provide such information to the
Board. The Board shall direct all communications related to enforcement of requirements related to cul-
tivation and production of cannabis and cannabis products by the pharmaceutical processor to such
designated person.

G. The Board shall require the material owners of an applicant for a pharmaceutical processor or can-
nabis dispensing facility permit to submit to fingerprinting and provide personal descriptive information
to be forwarded along with his fingerprints through the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record information regard-
ing the applicant's material owners. The cost of fingerprinting and the criminal history record search
shall be paid by the applicant. The Central Criminal Records Exchange shall forward the results of the
criminal history background check to the Board or its designee, which shall be a governmental entity.
A pharmaceutical processor shall maintain evidence of criminal background checks for all employees



and delivery agents of the pharmaceutical processor. Criminal background checks of employees and
delivery agents may be conducted by any service sufficient to disclose any federal and state criminal
convictions.

H. In addition to other employees authorized by the Board, a pharmaceutical processor may employ
individuals who may have less than two years of experience (i) to perform cultivation-related duties
under the supervision of an individual who has received a degree in a field related to the cultivation of
plants or a certification recognized by the Board or who has at least two years of experience cul-
tivating plants, (ii) to perform extraction-related duties under the supervision of an individual who has a
degree in chemistry or pharmacology or at least two years of experience extracting chemicals from
plants, and (iii) to perform duties at the pharmaceutical processor and cannabis dispensing facility
upon certification as a pharmacy technician.

I. A pharmaceutical processor to whom a permit has been issued by the Board may (i) establish up to
five cannabis dispensing facilities, subject to the permit requirement set forth in subsection B, for the
dispensing of cannabis products that have been cultivated and produced on the premises of a phar-
maceutical processor permitted by the Board and (ii) establish, if authorized by the Board, one addi-
tional location at which the pharmaceutical processor may cultivate cannabis plants. Each cannabis
dispensing facility and the additional cultivation location shall be located within the same health ser-
vice area as the pharmaceutical processor.

J. No person who has been convicted of a felony under the laws of the Commonwealth or another jur-
isdiction within the last five years shall be employed by or act as an agent of a pharmaceutical pro-
cessor or cannabis dispensing facility.

K. Every pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility shall adopt policies for pre-employ-
ment drug screening and regular, ongoing, random drug screening of employees.

L. A pharmacist at the pharmaceutical processor's dispensing area and the cannabis dispensing facil-
ity shall determine the number of pharmacy interns, pharmacy technicians, and pharmacy technician
trainees who can be safely and competently supervised at one time; however, no pharmacist shall
supervise more than six persons performing the duties of a pharmacy technician at one time in the
pharmaceutical processor's dispensing area or cannabis dispensing facility.

M. A pharmaceutical processor may acquire from a registered industrial hemp handler or processor
industrial hemp extracts that (i) are grown and processed in Virginia in compliance with state or fed-
eral law and (ii) notwithstanding the tetrahydrocannabinol limits set forth in the definition of "industrial
hemp extract" in § 3.2-5145.1, contain a total tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of no greater than
0.3 percent. A pharmaceutical processor may process and formulate such extracts into an allowable
dosage of cannabis product. Industrial hemp extracts acquired and formulated by a pharmaceutical
processor are subject to the same third-party testing requirements that may apply to cannabis plant
extract. Testing shall be performed by a laboratory located in Virginia and in compliance with state law
governing the testing of cannabis products. The industrial hemp handler or processor shall provide



such third-party testing results to the pharmaceutical processor before industrial hemp extracts may be
acquired.

N. Product labels for all cannabis products and botanical cannabis shall be complete, accurate, easily
discernable, and uniform among different products and brands. Pharmaceutical processors shall affix
to all cannabis products and botanical cannabis a label, which shall also be accessible on the phar-
maceutical processor's website, that includes:

1. The product name;

2. All active and inactive ingredients, including cannabinoids, terpenes, additives, preservatives, fla-
vorings, sweeteners, and carrier oils;

3. The total percentage and milligrams of tetrahydrocannabinol and cannabidiol included in the
product and the number of milligrams of tetrahydrocannabinol and cannabidiol in each serving;

4. The amount of product that constitutes a single serving and the amount recommended for use by
the practitioner or dispensing pharmacist;

5. Information regarding the product's purpose and detailed usage directions;

6. Child and safety warnings in a conspicuous font; and

7. Such other information required by the Board.

O. A pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility shall maintain an adequate supply of
cannabis products that (i) contain cannabidiol as their primary cannabinoid and (ii) have low levels of
or no tetrahydrocannabinol.

P. With the exception of § 2.2-4031, neither the provisions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-
4000 et seq.) nor public participation guidelines adopted pursuant thereto shall apply to the adoption
of any regulation pursuant to this section. Prior to adopting any regulation pursuant to this section, the
Board of Pharmacy shall publish a notice of opportunity to comment in the Virginia Register of Regu-
lations and post the action on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall. Such notice of opportunity to com-
ment shall contain (i) a summary of the proposed regulation; (ii) the text of the proposed regulation;
and (iii) the name, address, and telephone number of the agency contact person responsible for receiv-
ing public comments. Such notice shall be made at least 60 days in advance of the last date pre-
scribed in such notice for submittals of public comment. The legislative review provisions of
subsections A and B of § 2.2-4014 shall apply to the promulgation or final adoption process for reg-
ulations pursuant to this section. The Board of Pharmacy shall consider and keep on file all public
comments received for any regulation adopted pursuant to this section.

2017, c. 613; 2018, c. 567; 2019, cc. 417, 681, 690; 2020, cc. 831, 928, 944, 1278; 2021 Sp. Sess. I,
cc. 205, 227, 228, 550, 551; 2022, cc. 259, 391, 392, 642; 2023, cc. 744, 760, 780, 794, 799, 812.

§ 54.1-3442.7. (Effective until January 1, 2024, pursuant to Acts 2023, cc. 740, 773, cl. 2) Dis-
pensing cannabis products; report.
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A. A pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility shall dispense or deliver cannabis
products only in person to (i) a patient who is a Virginia resident or temporarily resides in Virginia and
has been issued a valid written certification; (ii) such patient's registered agent; or (iii) if such patient is
a minor or a vulnerable adult as defined in § 18.2-369, such patient's parent or legal guardian who is a
Virginia resident or temporarily resides in Virginia. A companion may accompany a patient into a phar-
maceutical processor's dispensing area or cannabis dispensing facility. Prior to the initial dispensing
of cannabis products pursuant to each written certification, a pharmacist or pharmacy technician
employed by the pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility shall make and maintain,
on site or remotely by electronic means, for two years a paper or electronic copy of the written cer-
tification that provides an exact image of the document that is clearly legible; shall view, in person or
by audiovisual means, a current photo identification of the patient, registered agent, parent, or legal
guardian; and shall verify current board registration of the corresponding registered agent if applic-
able. Thereafter, an initial dispensing may be delivered to the patient, registered agent, parent, legal
guardian, or designated caregiver facility. Prior to any subsequent dispensing of cannabis products
pursuant to each written certification, an employee or delivery agent shall view a current photo iden-
tification of the patient, registered agent, parent, or legal guardian and the current board registration
issued to the registered agent if applicable. No pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facil-
ity shall dispense more than a 90-day supply, as determined by the dispensing pharmacist or cer-
tifying practitioner, for any patient during any 90-day period. A pharmaceutical processor or cannabis
dispensing facility may dispense less than a 90-day supply of a cannabis product for any patient dur-
ing any 90-day period; however, a pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility may dis-
pense more than one cannabis product to a patient at one time. No more than four ounces of botanical
cannabis shall be dispensed for each 30-day period for which botanical cannabis is dispensed. In
determining the appropriate amount of a cannabis product to be dispensed to a patient, a phar-
maceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility shall consider all cannabis products dispensed
to the patient and adjust the amount dispensed accordingly.

B. A pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility shall dispense only cannabis products
produced on the premises of a pharmaceutical processor permitted by the Board or cannabis products
that have been formulated with extracts from industrial hemp acquired by a pharmaceutical processor
from a registered industrial hemp handler or processor pursuant to § 54.1-3442.6. A pharmaceutical
processor may begin cultivation upon being issued a permit by the Board.

C. The Board shall report annually by December 1 to the Chairmen of the House Committee for
Health, Welfare and Institutions and the Senate Committee on Education and Health on the operation
of pharmaceutical processors and cannabis dispensing facilities issued a permit by the Board.

D. The concentration of total tetrahydrocannabinol in any cannabis product on site may be up to 15
percent greater than or less than the level of total tetrahydrocannabinol listed in the approved can-
nabis product registration. A pharmaceutical processor and cannabis dispensing facility shall ensure
that such concentration in any cannabis product on site is within such range. A pharmaceutical



processor producing cannabis products shall establish a stability testing schedule of cannabis
products that have an expiration date longer than six months.

2017, c. 613; 2018, cc. 246, 567, 809; 2019, c. 690; 2020, cc. 730, 831, 928, 1278; 2021, Sp. Sess. I,
cc. 205, 227, 228; 2022, cc. 259, 391, 392, 642; 2023, cc. 744, 760, 780, 794.

§ 54.1-3442.8. (Effective until January 1, 2024, pursuant to Acts 2023, cc. 740, 773, cl. 2) Criminal
liability; exceptions.
No agent or employee of a pharmaceutical processor or cannabis dispensing facility shall be pro-

secuted under Chapter 11 (§ 4.1-1100 et seq.) of Title 4.1 or § 18.2-248, 18.2-248.1, or 18.2-250 for
possession or manufacture of marijuana or for possession, manufacture, or distribution of cannabis
products, subject to any civil penalty, denied any right or privilege, or subject to any disciplinary action
by a professional licensing board if such agent or employee (i) possessed or manufactured such
marijuana for the purposes of producing cannabis products in accordance with the provisions of this
article and Board regulations or (ii) possessed, manufactured, or distributed such cannabis products
that are consistent with generally accepted cannabis industry standards in accordance with the pro-
visions of this article and Board regulations.

2017, c. 613; 2020, cc. 764, 1278; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 227, 228, 550, 551.

Article 5 - Standards and Schedules

§ 54.1-3443. Board to administer article.
A. The Board shall administer this article and may add substances to or deschedule or reschedule all
substances enumerated in the schedules in this article pursuant to the procedures of the Admin-
istrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). In making a determination regarding a substance, the Board
shall consider the following:

1. The actual or relative potential for abuse;

2. The scientific evidence of its pharmacological effect, if known;

3. The state of current scientific knowledge regarding the substance;

4. The history and current pattern of abuse;

5. The scope, duration, and significance of abuse;

6. The risk to the public health;

7. The potential of the substance to produce psychic or physical dependence; and

8. Whether the substance is an immediate precursor of a substance already controlled under this art-
icle.

B. After considering the factors enumerated in subsection A, the Board shall make findings and issue
a regulation controlling the substance if it finds the substance has a potential for abuse.
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C. If the Board designates a substance as an immediate precursor, substances which are precursors
of the controlled precursor shall not be subject to control solely because they are precursors of the con-
trolled precursor.

D. If the Board, in consultation with the Department of Forensic Science, determines the substance
shall be placed into Schedule I or II pursuant to § 54.1-3445 or 54.1-3447, the Board may amend its
regulations pursuant to Article 2 (§ 2.2-4006 et seq.) of the Administrative Process Act. Prior to making
such amendments, the Board shall conduct a public hearing. At least 30 days prior to conducting such
hearing, it shall post notice of the hearing on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall and shall send notice
of the hearing to any persons requesting to be notified of a regulatory action. In the notice, the Board
shall include a list of all substances it intends to schedule by regulation. The Board shall notify the
House Committee for Courts of Justice and the Senate Committee on the Judiciary of any new sub-
stance added to Schedule I or II pursuant to this subsection. Any substance added to Schedule I or II
pursuant to this subsection shall remain on Schedule I or II for a period of 18 months. Upon expiration
of such 18-month period, such substance shall be descheduled unless a general law is enacted
adding such substance to Schedule I or II. Nothing in this subsection shall preclude the Board from
adding substances to or descheduling or rescheduling all substances enumerated in the schedules
pursuant to the provisions of subsections A, B, and E.

E. If any substance is designated, rescheduled, or descheduled as a controlled substance under fed-
eral law and notice of such action is given to the Board, the Board may similarly control the substance
under this chapter after the expiration of 30 days from publication in the Federal Register of a final or
interim final order or rule designating a substance as a controlled substance or rescheduling or des-
cheduling a substance by amending its regulations in accordance with the requirements of Article 2 (§
2.2-4006 et seq.) of the Administrative Process Act. Prior to making such amendments, the Board
shall post notice of the hearing on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall and shall send notice of the hear-
ing to any persons requesting to be notified of a regulatory action. The Board shall include a list of all
substances it intends to schedule by regulation in such notice.

F. Authority to control under this section does not extend to distilled spirits, wine, malt beverages, or
tobacco as those terms are defined or used in Title 4.1.

G. The Board shall exempt any nonnarcotic substance from a schedule if such substance may, under
the provisions of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. § 301 et seq.) or state law, be
lawfully sold over the counter without a prescription.

H. Any tetrahydrocannabinol isomer, ester, ether, salt, or salts of such isomer, ester, or ether sched-
uled pursuant to this section shall not be included in the definition of marijuana set forth in § 4.1-600,
18.2-247, or 54.1-3401.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:1; 1976, c. 614; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 866; 1996, c. 408; 2014, cc. 674, 719;
2017, cc. 416, 432; 2023, cc. 744, 794.

§ 54.1-3444. Controlled substances included by whatever name designated.
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The controlled substances listed or to be listed in the schedules in this chapter are included by
whatever official, common, usual, chemical, or trade name designated.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3445. Placement of substance in Schedule I.
The Board shall place a substance in Schedule I if it finds that the substance:

1. Has high potential for abuse; and

2. Has no accepted medical use in treatment in the United States or lacks accepted safety for use in
treatment under medical supervision.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:3; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3446. Schedule I.
The controlled substances listed in this section are included in Schedule I:

1. Any of the following opiates, including their isomers, esters, ethers, salts, and salts of isomers,
esters, and ethers, unless specifically excepted, whenever the existence of these isomers, esters, eth-
ers and salts is possible within the specific chemical designation:

1-{1-[1-(4-bromophenyl)ethyl]-4-piperidinyl}-1,3-dihydro-2H-benzimidazol-2-one (other name:
Brorphine);

1-[2-methyl-4-(3-phenyl-2-propen-1-yl)-1-piperazinyl]-1-butanone (other name: 2-methyl AP-237);

1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-phenyl-4-acetyloxypiperidine (other name: PEPAP);

1-(4-cinnamyl-2,6-dimethylpiperazin-1-yl)propan-1-one (other name: AP-238);

1-methyl-4-phenyl-4-propionoxypiperidine (other name: MPPP);

2-(4-ethoxybenzyl)-5-nitro-1-[2-(pyrrolidin-1-yl)ethyl]-1H-benzimidazole (other names: N-pyrrolidino
etonitazene, etonitazepyne);

2-[(4-methoxyphenyl)methyl]-N,N-diethyl-5-nitro-1H-benzimidazole-1-ethanamine (other name: Meton-
itazene);

2-methoxy-N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-acetamide (other name: Methoxyacetyl
fentanyl);

3,4-dichloro-N-[2-(dimethylamino)cyclohexyl]-N-methyl-benzamide (other name: U-47700);

3,4-dichloro-N-{[1-(dimethylamino)cyclohexyl]methyl}benzamide (other name: AH-7921);

Acetyl fentanyl (other name: desmethyl fentanyl);

Acetylmethadol;

Allylprodine;



Alphacetylmethadol (except levo-alphacetylmethadol, also known as levo-alpha-acetylmethadol, levo-
methadyl acetate, or LAAM);

Alphameprodine;

Alphamethadol;

Benzethidine;

Betacetylmethadol;

Betameprodine;

Betamethadol;

Betaprodine;

Clonitazene;

Dextromoramide;

Diampromide;

Diethylthiambutene;

Difenoxin;

Dimenoxadol;

Dimepheptanol;

Dimethylthiambutene;

Dioxaphetylbutyrate;

Dipipanone;

Ethylmethylthiambutene;

Etonitazene;

Etoxeridine;

Furethidine;

Hydroxypethidine;

Ketobemidone;

Levomoramide;

Levophenacylmorphan;

Morpheridine;

MT-45 (1-cyclohexyl-4-(1,2-diphenylethyl)piperazine);

N-(1-phenethylpiperidin-4-yl)-N-phenylcyclopropanecarboxamide (other name: Cyclopropyl fentanyl);



N-(1-phenethylpiperidin-4-yl)-N-phenyltetrahydrofuran-2-carboxamide (other name: Tetrahydrofuranyl
fentanyl);

N-[1-[1-methyl-2-(2-thienyl)ethyl]-4-piperidyl]-N-phenylpropanamide (other name: alpha-methyl-
thiofentanyl);

N-[1-(1-methyl-2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidyl]-N-phenylacetamide (other name: acetyl-alpha-methyl-
fentanyl);

N-{1-[2-hydroxy-2-(2-thienyl)ethyl]-4-piperidinyl}-N-phenylpropanamide (other name: beta-hydroxy-
thiofentanyl);

N-[1-(2-hydroxy-2-phenyl)ethyl-4-piperidyl]-N-phenylpropanamide (other name: beta-hydroxyfentanyl);

N-[1-(alpha-methyl-beta-phenyl)ethyl-4-piperidyl]propionanilide (other names: 1-(1-methyl-2-
phenylethyl)-4-(N-propanilido) piperidine, alpha-methylfentanyl);

N-(2-fluorophenyl)-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-propanamide (other names: 2-fluorofentanyl,
ortho-fluorofentanyl);

N-(3-fluorophenyl)-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-propanamide (other name: 3-fluorofentanyl);

N-[3-methyl-1-(2-hydroxy-2-phenylethyl)4-piperidyl]-N-phenylpropanamide (other name: beta-hydroxy-
3-methylfentanyl);

N-[3-methyl-1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidyl]-N-phenylpropanamide (other name: 3-methylfentanyl);

N-[3-methyl-1-(2-thienyl)ethyl-4-piperidinyl]-N-phenylpropanamide (other name: 3-methylthiofentanyl);

N-(4-chlorophenyl)-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-propanamide (other names: para-chlo-
rofentanyl, 4-chlorofentanyl);

N-(4-fluorophenyl)-2-methyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-propanamide (other name: para-
fluoroisobutyryl fentanyl);

N-(4-fluorophenyl)-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-butanamide (other name: para-fluorobu-
tyrylfentanyl);

N-(4-fluorophenyl)-N-1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-propanamide (other name: para-fluorofentanyl);

N,N-diethyl-2-(2-(4-isopropoxybenzyl)-5-nitro-1H-benzimidazol-1-yl)ethan-1-amine (other name: Iso-
tonitazene);

N,N-diethyl-2-{[(4-ethoxyphenyl) methyl]-1H-benzimidazol-1-yl}-ethan-1-amine (other names:
Etazene, Desnitroetonitazene);

N,N-diethyl-2-[(4-methoxyphenyl)methyl]-1H-benzimidazole-1-ethanamine (other name:
Metodesnitazene);

N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylmethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-2-furancarboxamide (other name: N-benzyl Furanyl nor-
fentanyl);



N-phenyl-N-(4-piperidinyl)-propanamide (other name: Norfentanyl);

Noracymethadol;

Norlevorphanol;

Normethadone;

Norpipanone;

N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-2-furancarboxamide (other name: Furanyl fentanyl);

N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-2-propenamide (other name: Acryl fentanyl);

N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-butanamide (other name: butyryl fentanyl);

N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-pentanamide (other name: Pentanoyl fentanyl);

N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-thienyl)ethyl-4-piperidinyl]-propanamide (other name: thiofentanyl);

Phenadoxone;

Phenampromide;

Phenomorphan;

Phenoperidine;

Piritramide;

Proheptazine;

Properidine;

Propiram;

Racemoramide;

Tilidine;

Trimeperidine;

N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-1,3-benzodioxole-5-carboxamide (other name: Ben-
zodioxole fentanyl);

3,4-dichloro-N-[2-(diethylamino)cyclohexyl]-N-methylbenzamide (other name: U-49900);

2-(2,4-dichlorophenyl)-N-[2-(dimethylamino)cyclohexyl]-N-methyl acetamide (other name: U-48800);

2-(3,4-dichlorophenyl)-N-[2-(dimethylamino)cyclohexyl]-N-methyl acetamide (other name: U-51754);

N-(2-fluorophenyl)-2-methoxy-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-acetamide (other name: Ocfentanil);

N-(4-methoxyphenyl)-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-butanamide (other name: 4-meth-
oxybutyrylfentanyl);

N-phenyl-2-methyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-propanamide (other name: Isobutyryl fentanyl);



N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-cyclopentanecarboxamide (other name: Cyclopentyl
fentanyl);

N-phenyl-N-(1-methyl-4-piperidinyl)-propanamide (other name: N-methyl norfentanyl);

N-[2-(dimethylamino)cyclohexyl]-N-methyl-1,3-benzodioxole-5-carboxamide (other names: 3,4-methyl-
enedioxy U-47700 or 3,4-MDO-U-47700);

N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-2-butenamide (other name: Crotonyl fentanyl);

N-phenyl-N-[4-phenyl-1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-propanamide (other name: 4-phenylfentanyl);

N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]-benzamide (other names: Phenyl fentanyl, Benzoyl
fentanyl);

N-[2-(dimethylamino)cyclohexyl]-N-phenylfuran-2-carboxamide (other name: Furanyl UF-17);

N-[2-(dimethylamino)cyclohexyl]-N-phenylpropionamide (other name: UF-17);

3,4-dichloro-N-[2-(dimethylamino)cyclohexyl]-N-isopropyl-benzamide (other name: Isopropyl U-
47700).

2. Any of the following opium derivatives, their salts, isomers and salts of isomers, unless specifically
excepted, whenever the existence of these salts, isomers and salts of isomers is possible within the
specific chemical designation:

Acetorphine;

Acetyldihydrocodeine;

Benzylmorphine;

Codeine methylbromide;

Codeine-N-Oxide;

Cyprenorphine;

Desomorphine;

Dihydromorphine;

Drotebanol;

Etorphine;

Heroin;

Hydromorphinol;

Methyldesorphine;

Methyldihydromorphine;

Morphine methylbromide;



Morphine methylsulfonate;

Morphine-N-Oxide;

Myrophine;

Nicocodeine;

Nicomorphine;

Normorphine;

Pholcodine;

Thebacon.

3. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture,
or preparation, which contains any quantity of the following hallucinogenic substances, or which con-
tains any of its salts, isomers, and salts of isomers, whenever the existence of such salts, isomers, and
salts of isomers is possible within the specific chemical designation (for purposes of this subdivision
only, the term "isomer" includes the optical, position, and geometric isomers):

Alpha-ethyltryptamine (some trade or other names: Monase; a-ethyl-1H-indole-3-ethanamine; 3-2-
aminobutyl] indole; a-ET; AET);

4-Bromo-2,5-dimethoxyphenethylamine (some trade or other names: 2-4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxyphenyl]
-1-aminoethane;alpha-desmethyl DOB; 2C-B; Nexus);

3,4-methylenedioxy amphetamine;

5-methoxy-3,4-methylenedioxy amphetamine;

3,4,5-trimethoxy amphetamine;

Alpha-methyltryptamine (other name: AMT);

Bufotenine;

Diethyltryptamine;

Dimethyltryptamine;

4-methyl-2,5-dimethoxyamphetamine;

2,5-dimethoxy-4-ethylamphetamine (DOET);

4-fluoro-N-ethylamphetamine;

2,5-dimethoxy-4-(n)-propylthiophenethylamine (other name: 2C-T-7);

Ibogaine;

5-methoxy-N,N-diisopropyltryptamine (other name: 5-MeO-DIPT);

Lysergic acid diethylamide;



Mescaline;

Parahexyl (some trade or other names: 3-Hexyl-1-hydroxy-7,8,9,10-tetrahydro-6,6,9-trimethyl-6H-
dibenzo [b,d] pyran; Synhexyl);

Peyote;

N-ethyl-3-piperidyl benzilate;

N-methyl-3-piperidyl benzilate;

Psilocybin;

Psilocyn;

Salvinorin A;

2,5-dimethoxyamphetamine (some trade or other names: 2,5-dimethoxy-a-methylphenethylamine; 2,5-
DMA);

3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA), its optical, positional and geometric isomers, salts
and salts of isomers;

3,4-methylenedioxy-N-ethylamphetamine (also known as N-ethyl-alpha-methyl-3,4 (methylenedioxy)
phenethylamine, N-ethyl MDA, MDE, MDEA);

N-hydroxy-3,4-methylenedioxyamphetamine (some other names: N-hydroxy-alpha-methyl-3,4(methyl-
enedioxy)phenethylamine, and N-hydroxy MDA);

4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxyamphetamine (some trade or other names: 4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxy-a-methyl-
phenethylamine; 4-bromo-2,5-DMA);

4-methoxyamphetamine (some trade or other names: 4-methoxy-a-methylphenethylamine; para-
methoxyamphetamine; PMA);

Ethylamine analog of phencyclidine (some other names: N-ethyl-1-phenylcyclohexylamine, (1-phenyl-
cyclohexyl) ethylamine, N-(1-phenylcyclohexyl) ethylamine, cyclohexamine, PCE);

Pyrrolidine analog of phencyclidine (some other names: 1-(1-phenylcyclohexyl)-pyrrolidine, PCPy,
PHP);

Thiophene analog of phencyclidine (some other names: 1-[1-(2-thienyl)-cyclohexyl]-piperidine, 2-thi-
enyl analog of phencyclidine, TPCP, TCP);

1-1-(2-thienyl)cyclohexyl]pyrrolidine (other name: TCPy);

3,4-methylenedioxypyrovalerone (other name: MDPV);

4-methylmethcathinone (other names: mephedrone, 4-MMC);

3,4-methylenedioxymethcathinone (other name: methylone);

Naphthylpyrovalerone (other name: naphyrone);



4-fluoromethcathinone (other names: flephedrone, 4-FMC);

4-methoxymethcathinone (other names: methedrone; bk-PMMA);

Ethcathinone (other name: N-ethylcathinone);

3,4-methylenedioxyethcathinone (other name: ethylone);

Beta-keto-N-methyl-3,4-benzodioxolylbutanamine (other name: butylone);

N,N-dimethylcathinone (other name: metamfepramone);

Alpha-pyrrolidinopropiophenone (other name: alpha-PPP);

4-methoxy-alpha-pyrrolidinopropiophenone (other name: MOPPP);

3,4-methylenedioxy-alpha-pyrrolidinopropiophenone (other name: MDPPP);

Alpha-pyrrolidinovalerophenone (other name: alpha-PVP);

6,7-dihydro-5H-indeno-(5,6-d)-1,3-dioxol-6-amine (other name: MDAI);

3-fluoromethcathinone (other name: 3-FMC);

4-Ethyl-2,5-dimethoxyphenethylamine (other name: 2C-E);

4-Iodo-2,5-dimethoxyphenethylamine (other name: 2C-I);

4-Methylethcathinone (other name: 4-MEC);

4-Ethylmethcathinone (other name: 4-EMC);

N,N-diallyl-5-methoxytryptamine (other name: 5-MeO-DALT);

Beta-keto-methylbenzodioxolylpentanamine (other names: Pentylone, bk-MBDP);

Alpha-methylamino-butyrophenone (other name: Buphedrone);

Alpha-methylamino-valerophenone (other name: Pentedrone);

3,4-Dimethylmethcathinone (other name: 3,4-DMMC);

4-methyl-alpha-pyrrolidinopropiophenone (other name: MPPP);

4-Iodo-2,5-dimethoxy-N-[(2-methoxyphenyl)methyl]-benzeneethanamine (other names: 25-I, 25I-
NBOMe, 2C-I-NBOMe);

Methoxetamine (other names: MXE, 3-MeO-2-Oxo-PCE);

4-Fluoromethamphetamine (other name: 4-FMA);

4-Fluoroamphetamine (other name: 4-FA);

2-(2,5-Dimethoxy-4-methylphenyl)ethanamine (other name: 2C-D);

2-(4-Chloro-2,5-dimethoxyphenyl)ethanamine (other name: 2C-C);

2-[4-(Ethylthio)-2,5-dimethoxyphenyl]ethanamine (other name: 2C-T-2);



2-[4-(Isopropylthio)-2,5-dimethoxyphenyl]ethanamine (other name: 2C-T-4);

2-(2,5-Dimethoxyphenyl)ethanamine (other name: 2C-H);

2-(2,5-Dimethoxy-4-nitro-phenyl)ethanamine (other name: 2C-N);

2-(2,5-Dimethoxy-4-(n)-propylphenyl)ethanamine (other name: 2C-P);

(2-aminopropyl)benzofuran (other name: APB);

(2-aminopropyl)-2,3-dihydrobenzofuran (other name: APDB);

4-chloro-2,5-dimethoxy-N-[(2-methoxyphenyl)methyl]-benzeneethanamine (other names: 2C-C-
NBOMe, 25C-NBOMe, 25C);

4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxy-N-[(2-methoxyphenyl)methyl]-benzeneethanamine (other names: 2C-B-
NBOMe, 25B-NBOMe, 25B);

Acetoxydimethyltryptamine (other names: AcO-Psilocin, AcO-DMT, Psilacetin);

Benocyclidine (other names: BCP, BTCP);

Alpha-pyrrolidinobutiophenone (other name: alpha-PBP);

3,4-methylenedioxy-N,N-dimethylcathinone (other names: Dimethylone, bk-MDDMA);

4-bromomethcathinone (other name: 4-BMC);

4-chloromethcathinone (other name: 4-CMC);

4-Iodo-2,5-dimethoxy-N-[(2-hydroxyphenyl)methyl]-benzeneethanamine (other name: 25I-NBOH);

Alpha-Pyrrolidinohexiophenone (other name: alpha-PHP);

Alpha-Pyrrolidinoheptiophenone (other name: PV8);

5-methoxy-N,N-methylisopropyltryptamine (other name: 5-MeO-MIPT);

Beta-keto-N,N-dimethylbenzodioxolylbutanamine (other names: Dibutylone, bk-DMBDB);

Beta-keto-4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxyphenethylamine (other name: bk-2C-B);

1-(1,3-benzodioxol-5-yl)-2-(ethylamino)-1-pentanone (other name: N-ethylpentylone);

1-[1-(3-methoxyphenyl)cyclohexyl]piperidine (other name: 3-methoxy PCP);

1-[1-(4-methoxyphenyl)cyclohexyl]piperidine (other name: 4-methoxy PCP);

4-Chloroethcathinone (other name: 4-CEC);

3-Methoxy-2-(methylamino)-1-(4-methylphenyl)-1-propanone (other name: Mexedrone);

1-propionyl lysergic acid diethylamide (other name: 1P-LSD);

(2-Methylaminopropyl)benzofuran (other name: MAPB);



1-(1,3-benzodioxol-5-yl)-2-(dimethylamino)-1-pentanone (other names: N,N-Dimethylpentylone,
Dipentylone);

1-(4-methoxyphenyl)-2-(pyrrolidin-1-yl)octan-1-one (other name: 4-methoxy-PV9);

3,4-tetramethylene-alpha-pyrrolidinovalerophenone (other name: TH-PVP);

4-allyloxy-3,5-dimethoxyphenethylamine (other name: Allylescaline);

4-Bromo-2,5-dimethoxy-N-[(2-hydroxyphenyl)methyl]-benzeneethanamine (other name: 25B-NBOH);

4-chloro-alpha-methylamino-valerophenone (other name: 4-chloropentedrone);

4-chloro-alpha-Pyrrolidinovalerophenone (other name: 4-chloro-alpha-PVP);

4-fluoro-alpha-Pyrrolidinoheptiophenone (other name: 4-fluoro-PV8);

4-hydroxy-N,N-diisopropyltryptamine (other name: 4-OH-DIPT);

4-methyl-alpha-ethylaminopentiophenone;

4-methyl-alpha-Pyrrolidinohexiophenone (other name: MPHP);

5-methoxy-N,N-dimethyltryptamine (other name: 5-MeO-DMT);

5-methoxy-N-ethyl-N-isopropyltryptamine (other name: 5-MeO-EIPT);

6-ethyl-6-nor-lysergic acid diethylamide (other name: ETH-LAD);

6-allyl-6-nor-lysergic acid diethylamide (other name: AL-LAD);

(N-methyl aminopropyl)-2,3-dihydrobenzofuran (other name: MAPDB);

2-(methylamino)-2-phenyl-cyclohexanone (other name: Deschloroketamine);

2-(ethylamino)-2-phenyl-cyclohexanone (other name: deschloro-N-ethyl-ketamine);

2-methyl-1-(4-(methylthio)phenyl)-2-morpholinopropiophenone (other name: MMMP);

Alpha-ethylaminohexanophenone (other name: N-ethylhexedrone);

N-ethyl-1-(3-methoxyphenyl)cyclohexylamine (other name: 3-methoxy-PCE);

4-fluoro-alpha-pyrrolidinohexiophenone (other name: 4-fluoro-alpha-PHP);

N-ethyl-1,2-diphenylethylamine (other name: Ephenidine);

2,5-dimethoxy-4-chloroamphetamine (other name: DOC);

3,4-methylenedioxy-N-tert-butylcathinone;

Alpha-pyrrolidinoisohexiophenone (other name: alpha-PiHP);

1-[1-(3-hydroxyphenyl)cyclohexyl]piperidine (other name: 3-hydroxy PCP);

4-acetyloxy-N,N-diallyltryptamine (other name: 4-AcO-DALT);

4-hydroxy-N,N-methylisopropyltryptamine (other name: 4-hydroxy-MiPT);



3,4-Methylenedioxy-alpha-pyrrolidinohexanophenone (other name: MDPHP);

5-methoxy-N,N-dibutyltryptamine (other name: 5-methoxy-DBT);

1-(1,3-benzodioxol-5-yl)-2-(ethylamino)-1-butanone (other names: Eutylone, bk-EBDB);

1-(1,3-benzodioxol-5-yl)-2-(butylamino)-1-pentanone (other name: N-butylpentylone);

N-benzyl-3,4-dimethoxyamphetamine (other name: N-benzyl-3,4-DMA);

1-(benzo[d][1,3]dioxol-5-yl)-2-(sec-butylamino)pentan-1-one (other name: N-sec-butyl Pentylone);

1-cyclopropionyl lysergic acid diethylamide (other name: 1cP-LSD);

2-(ethylamino)-1-phenylheptan-1-one (other name: N-ethylheptedrone);

(2-ethylaminopropyl)benzofuran (other name: EAPB);

4-ethyl-2,5-dimethoxy-N-[(2-hydroxyphenyl)methyl]-benzeneethanamine (other name: 25E-NBOH);

2-fluoro-Deschloroketamine (other name: 2-(2-fluorophenyl)-2-(methylamino)-cyclohexanone);

4-hydroxy-N-ethyl-N-propyltryptamine (other name: 4-hydroxy-EPT);

2-(isobutylamino)-1-phenylhexan-1-one (other names: N-Isobutyl Hexedrone, alpha-isobutylamino-
hexanphenone);

1-(4-methoxyphenyl)-N-methylpropan-2-amine (other names: para-Methoxymethamphetamine,
PMMA);

N-ethyl-1-(3-hydroxyphenyl)cyclohexylamine (other name: 3-hydroxy-PCE);

N-heptyl-3,4-dimethoxyamphetamine (other name: N-heptyl-3,4-DMA);

N-hexyl-3,4-dimethoxyamphetamine (other name: N-hexyl-3,4-DMA);

4-fluoro-3-methyl-alpha-pyrrolidinovalerophenone (other name: 4-fluoro-3-methyl-alpha-PVP);

4-fluoro-alpha-methylamino-valerophenone (other name: 4-fluoropentedrone);

N-(1,4-dimethylpentyl)-3,4-dimethoxyamphetamine (other name: N-(1,4-dimethylpentyl)-3,4-DMA);

4,5-methylenedioxy-N,N-diisopropyltryptamine (other name: 4,5-MDO-DiPT);

Alpha-pyrrolidinocyclohexanophenone (other name: alpha-PCYP);

3,4-methylenedioxy-alpha-pyrrolidinoheptiophenone (other name: MDPV8);

4-chloro-alpha-methylaminobutiophenone (other name: 4-chloro Buphedrone);

1-(1,3-benzodioxol-5-yl)-2-(propylamino)-1-butanone (other names: 3,4-Methylenedioxy-alpha-pro-
pylaminobutiophenone; N-propyl butylone);

2-(ethylamino)-1-phenylpentan-1-one (other names: N-ethylpentedrone, alpha-ethyl-
aminopentiophenone);

3,4-methylenedioxy-alpha-cyclohexylaminopropiophenone (other name: Cyputylone);



3,4-methylenedioxy-alpha-cyclohexylmethylaminopropiophenone (other name: 3,4-Methylenedioxy-
N,N-cyclohexylmethcathinone);

3,4-methylenedioxy-alpha-isopropylaminobutiophenone (other name: N-isopropyl butylone);

4-chloro-N-butylcathinone (other names: 4-chlorobutylcathinone, para-chloro-N-butylcathinone);

4-hydroxy-N-methyl-N-ethyltryptamine (other names: 4-hydroxy MET, Metocin);

4-methallyloxy-3,5-dimethoxyphenethylamine (other name: Methallylescaline);

Alpha-pyrrolidino-2-phenylacetophenone (other name: alpha-D2PV).

4. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture
or preparation which contains any quantity of the following substances having a depressant effect on
the central nervous system, including its salts, isomers and salts of isomers whenever the existence of
such salts, isomers and salts of isomers is possible within the specific chemical designation:

5-(2-chlorophenyl)-1,3-dihydro-3-methyl-7-nitro-2H-1,4-benzodiazepin-2-one (other name:
Meclonazepam);

7-chloro-5-(2-fluorophenyl)-1,3-dihydro-1,4-benzodiazepin-2-one (other name: Norfludiazepam);

Bromazolam;

Clonazolam;

Deschloroetizolam;

Etizolam;

Flualprazolam;

Flubromazepam;

Flubromazolam;

Gamma hydroxybutyric acid (some other names include GHB; gamma hydroxybutyrate; 4-hydroxy-
butyrate; 4-hydroxybutanoic acid; sodium oxybate; sodium oxybutyrate);

Mecloqualone;

Methaqualone.

5. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture
or preparation which contains any quantity of the following substances having a stimulant effect on the
central nervous system, including its salts, isomers and salts of isomers:

2-(3-fluorophenyl)-3-methylmorpholine (other name: 3-fluorophenmetrazine);

Aminorex (some trade or other names; aminoxaphen; 2-amino-5-phenyl-2-oxazoline; 4,5-dihydro-5-
phenyl-2-oxazolamine);



Cathinone (some trade or other names: 2-amino-1-phenyl-1-propanone, alpha-aminopropiophenone,
2-aminopropiophenone, norephedrone), and any plant material from which Cathinone may be
derived;

Cis-4-methylaminorex (other name: cis-4,5-dihydro-4-methyl-5-phenyl-2-oxazolamine);

Ethylamphetamine;

Ethyl phenyl(piperidin-2-yl)acetate (other name: Ethylphenidate);

Fenethylline;

Methcathinone (some other names: 2-(methylamino)-propiophenone; alpha-(methylamino)-pro-
piophenone; 2-(methylamino)-1-phenylpropan-1-one; alpha-N-methylaminopropiophenone; mono-
methylpropion; ephedrone; N-methylcathinone; methylcathinone; AL-464; AL-422; AL-463 and UR
1432);

N-Benzylpiperazine (some other names: BZP, 1-benzylpiperazine);

N,N-dimethylamphetamine (other names: N,N-alpha-trimethyl-benzeneethanamine, N,N-alpha-tri-
methylphenethylamine);

Methyl 2-(4-fluorophenyl)-2-(2-piperidinyl)acetate (other name: 4-fluoromethylphenidate);

Isopropyl-2-phenyl-2-(2-piperidinyl)acetate (other name: Isopropylphenidate);

4-chloro-N,N-dimethylcathinone;

3,4-methylenedioxy-N-benzylcathinone (other name: BMDP);

4-methylmethamphetamine (other names: N-alpha,4-trimethyl-benzeneethanamine, 4-MMA).

6. Any substance that contains one or more cannabimimetic agents or that contains their salts, iso-
mers, and salts of isomers whenever the existence of such salts, isomers, and salts of isomers is pos-
sible within the specific chemical designation, and any preparation, mixture, or substance containing,
or mixed or infused with, any detectable amount of one or more cannabimimetic agents.

a. "Cannabimimetic agents" includes any substance that is within any of the following structural
classes:

2-(3-hydroxycyclohexyl)phenol with substitution at the 5-position of the phenolic ring by alkyl or
alkenyl, whether or not substituted on the cyclohexyl ring to any extent;

3-(1-naphthoyl)indole or 1H-indol-3-yl-(1-naphthyl)methane with substitution at the nitrogen atom of
the indole ring, whether or not further substituted on the indole ring to any extent, whether or not sub-
stituted on the naphthoyl or naphthyl ring to any extent;

3-(1-naphthoyl)pyrrole with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the pyrrole ring, whether or not further
substituted in the pyrrole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthoyl ring to any
extent;



1-(1-naphthylmethyl)indene with substitution of the 3-position of the indene ring, whether or not further
substituted in the indene ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthyl ring to any
extent;

3-phenylacetylindole or 3-benzoylindole with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring,
whether or not further substituted in the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the
phenyl ring to any extent;

3-cyclopropoylindole with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring, whether or not further
substituted on the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the cyclopropyl ring to any
extent;

3-adamantoylindole with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring, whether or not further sub-
stituted on the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the adamantyl ring to any extent;

N-(adamantyl)-indole-3-carboxamide with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring, whether
or not further substituted on the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the adamantyl
ring to any extent; and

N-(adamantyl)-indazole-3-carboxamide with substitution at a nitrogen atom of the indazole ring,
whether or not further substituted on the indazole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the
adamantyl ring to any extent.

b. The term "cannabimimetic agents" includes:

5-(1,1-Dimethylheptyl)-2-[3-hydroxycyclohexyl]-phenol (other name: CP 47,497);

5-(1,1-Dimethylhexyl)-2-[3-hydroxycyclohexyl]-phenol (other name: CP 47,497 C6 homolog);

5-(1,1-Dimethyloctyl)-2-[3-hydroxycyclohexyl]-phenol (other name: CP 47,497 C8 homolog);

5-(1,1-Dimethylnonyl)-2-[3-hydroxycyclohexyl]-phenol (other name: CP 47,497 C9 homolog);

1-pentyl-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (other names: JWH-018, AM-678);

1-butyl-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (other name: JWH-073);

1-pentyl-3-(2-methoxyphenylacetyl)indole (other name: JWH-250);

1-hexyl-3-(naphthalen-1-oyl)indole (other name: JWH-019);

1-[2-(4-morpholinyl)ethyl]-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (other name: JWH-200);

(6aR,10aR)-9-(hydroxymethyl)-6,6-dimethyl-3-(2-methyloctan-2-yl)-6a,7,10,10a-tet rahydrobenzo[c]
chromen-1-ol (other name: HU-210);

1-pentyl-3-(4-methoxy-1-naphthoyl)indole (other name: JWH-081);

1-pentyl-3-(4-methyl-1-naphthoyl)indole (other name: JWH-122);

1-pentyl-3-(2-chlorophenylacetyl)indole (other name: JWH-203);

1-pentyl-3-(4-ethyl-1-naphthoyl)indole (other name: JWH-210);



1-pentyl-3-(4-chloro-1-naphthoyl)indole (other name: JWH-398);

1-(5-fluoropentyl)-3-(2-iodobenzoyl)indole (other name: AM-694);

1-((N-methylpiperidin-2-yl)methyl)-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (other name: AM-1220);

1-(5-fluoropentyl)-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (other name: AM-2201);

1-[(N-methylpiperidin-2-yl)methyl]-3-(2-iodobenzoyl)indole (other name: AM-2233);

Pravadoline (4-methoxyphenyl)-[2-methyl-1-(2-(4-morpholinyl)ethyl)indol-3-yl]methanone (other name:
WIN 48,098);

1-pentyl-3-(4-methoxybenzoyl)indole (other names: RCS-4, SR-19);

1-(2-cyclohexylethyl)-3-(2-methoxyphenylacetyl)indole (other names: RCS-8, SR-18);

1-pentyl-3-(2,2,3,3-tetramethylcyclopropylmethanone)indole (other name: UR-144);

1-(5-fluoropentyl)-3-(2,2,3,3-tetramethylcyclopropylmethanone)indole (other names: XLR-11, 5-fluoro-
UR-144);

N-adamantyl-1-fluoropentylindole-3-carboxamide (other name: STS-135);

N-adamantyl-1-pentylindazole-3-carboxamide (other names: AKB48, APINACA);

1-pentyl-3-(1-adamantoyl)indole (other name: AB-001);

(8-quinolinyl)(1-pentylindol-3-yl)carboxylate (other name: PB-22);

(8-quinolinyl)(1-(5-fluoropentyl)indol-3-yl)carboxylate (other name: 5-fluoro-PB-22);

(8-quinolinyl)(1-cyclohexylmethyl-indol-3-yl)carboxylate (other name: BB-22);

N-(1-amino-3-methyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-pentylindazole-3-carboxamide (other name: AB-PINACA);

N-(1-amino-3-methyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-(4-fluorobenzyl)indazole-3-carboxamide (other name: AB-
FUBINACA);

1-(5-fluoropentyl)-3-(1-naphthoyl)indazole (other name: THJ-2201);

N-(1-amino-3,3-dimethyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-pentylindazole-3-carboxamide (other name: ADB-
PINACA);

N-(1-amino-3-methyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-(cyclohexylmethyl)indazole-3-carboxamide (other name: AB-
CHMINACA);

N-(1-amino-3-methyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-(5-fluoropentyl)indazole-3-carboxamide (other name: 5-
fluoro-AB-PINACA);

N-(1-amino-3,3-dimethyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-(cyclohexylmethyl)indazole-3-carboxamide (other names:
ADB-CHMINACA, MAB-CHMINACA);



Methyl-2-(1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamido)-3-methylbutanoate (other name: 5-fluoro-
AMB);

1-naphthalenyl 1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxylate (other name: NM-2201);

1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-3-(2,2,3,3-tetramethylcyclopropylmethanone)indole (other name: FUB-144);

1-(5-fluoropentyl)-3-(4-methyl-1-naphthoyl)indole (other name MAM-2201);

N-(1-Amino-3,3-dimethyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-[(4-fluorophenyl)methyl]-1H-indazole-3-carboxamide
(other name: ADB-FUBINACA);

Methyl 2-[1-[(4-fluorophenyl)methyl]-1H-indazole-3-carboxamido]-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other name:
MDMB-FUBINACA);

Methyl 2-[1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamido]-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other names: 5-
fluoro-ADB, 5-Fluoro-MDMB-PINACA);

Methyl 2-({1-[(4-fluorophenyl)methyl]-1H-indazole-3-carbonyl}amino)-3-methylbutanoate (other
names: AMB-FUBINACA, FUB-AMB);

N-(adamantan-1-yl)-1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamide (other names: FUB-AKB48, 5F-
APINACA);

N-(adamantan-1-yl)-1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamide (other name: 5F-AKB48);

N-(adamantanyl)-1-(5-chloropentyl) indazole-3-carboxamide (other name: 5-chloro-AKB48);

Naphthalen-1-yl 1-pentyl-1H-indazole-3-carboxylate (other name: SDB-005);

N-(1-amino-3-methyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-(cyclohexylmethyl)indole-3-carboxamide (other name: AB-
CHMICA);

1-pentyl-N-(phenylmethyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamide (other name: SDB-006);

Quinolin-8-yl 1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxylate (other name: FUB-PB-22);

Methyl N-[1-(cyclohexylmethyl)-1H-indole-3-carbonyl]valinate (other name: MMB-CHMICA);

N-(1-amino-3,3-dimethyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-(5-fluoropentyl)indazole-3-carboxamide (other name: 5-
fluoro-ADB-PINACA);

1-(4-cyanobutyl)-N-(1-methyl-1-phenylethyl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamide (other name: 4-cyano
CUMYL-BUTINACA);

Methyl 2-[1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamido]-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other names: 5-fluoro
MDMB-PICA, 5F-MDMB-PICA);

Ethyl 2-({1-[(4-fluorophenyl)methyl]-1H-indazole-3-carbonyl}amino)-3-methylbutanoate (other name:
EMB-FUBINACA);



Methyl 2-[1-4-fluorobutyl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamido]-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other name: 4-fluoro-
MDMB-BUTINACA);

1-(5-fluoropentyl)-N-(1-methyl-1-phenylethyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamide (other name: 5-fluoro CUMYL-
PICA);

Methyl 2-[1-(pent-4-enyl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamindo]-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other name: MDMB-
4en-PINACA);

Methyl 2-({1-[(4-fluorophenyl)methyl]-1H-indole-3-carbonyl}amino)-3-methylbutanoate (other names:
MMB-FUBICA, AMB-FUBICA);

Methyl 2-[1-(4-penten-1-yl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamido]-3-methylbutanoate (other names: MMB022,
MMB-4en-PICA);

Methyl 2-[1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamido]-3-methylbutanoate (other name: MMB 2201);

Methyl 2-[1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamido]-3-phenylpropanoate (other name: 5-fluoro-
MPP-PICA);

N-(1-amino-3,3-dimethyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-butylindazole-3-carboxamide (other name: ADB-
BUTINACA);

N-(1-amino-3-methyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-(5-chloropentyl)indazole-3-carboxamide (other name: 5-
chloro-AB-PINACA);

1-(5-fluoropentyl)-N-(2-phenylpropan-2-yl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamide (other names: 5F-CUMYL-
PINACA, 5-fluoro CUMYL-PINACA, CUMYL-5F-PINACA);

Ethyl 2-[1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamido]-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other names: 5F-
EDMB-PINACA, 5-fluoro EDMB-PINACA);

Ethyl-2-[1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indazole-3-carboxamido]-3-methylbutanoate (other names: 5-fluoro-
EMB-PINACA, 5F-AEB);

Ethyl 2-[1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamido]-3-methylbutanoate (other name: 5-fluoro-EMB-
PICA);

Ethyl-2-[1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamido]-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other name: 5-fluoro
EDMB-PICA);

Methyl 2-[1-(4-fluorobutyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamido]-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other name: 4-fluoro-
MDMB-BUTICA);

Methyl 2-(1-(cyclohexylmethyl)-1H-indole-3-carboxamido)-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other names:
MDMB-CHMICA, MMB-CHMINACA);

N-(1-amino-3,3-dimethyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-(pent-4-enyl)indazole-3-carboxamide (other name: ADB-
4en-PINACA);

Ethyl 2-[1-pentyl-1H-indazole-3-carboxamido]-3,3-dimethylbutanoate (other name: EDMB-PINACA);



N-(1-amino-3,3-dimethyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-phenethyl-1H-indazole-3-carboxamide (other name:
ADB-PHETINACA);

N-(1-amino-3,3-dimethyl-1-oxobutan-2-yl)-1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-1H-indole-3-acetamide (other names:
ADB-FUBIATA, AD-18, FUB-ACADB).

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:4; 1973, c. 479; 1976, c. 614; 1977, c. 302; 1979, cc. 387, 435; 1982, c. 505;
1984, cc. 186, 192; 1986, c. 463; 1988, c. 765; 1994, c. 763; 1996, c. 408; 1997, c. 594; 1999, c. 722;
2000, c. 348; 2005, c. 119; 2008, c. 59; 2011, cc. 384, 410; 2012, cc. 762, 816; 2013, cc. 295, 785;
2014, cc. 674, 719; 2015, cc. 726, 757; 2016, cc. 103, 112; 2017, cc. 414, 434; 2018, c. 372; 2019, cc.
85, 653, 654; 2020, cc. 101, 229, 1285, 1286; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 73, 110; 2022, cc. 114, 115; 2023,
cc. 188, 189, 744, 794.

§ 54.1-3447. Placement of substance in Schedule II.
The Board shall place a substance in Schedule II if it finds that:

1. The substance has high potential for abuse;

2. The substance has currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United States, or currently
accepted medical use with severe restrictions; and

3. The abuse of the substance may lead to severe psychic or physical dependence.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:5; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3448. Schedule II.
The controlled substances listed in this section are included in Schedule II:

1. Any of the following substances, except those narcotic drugs listed in other schedules, whether pro-
duced directly or indirectly by extraction from substances of vegetable origin, or independently by
means of chemical synthesis, or by combination of extraction and chemical synthesis:

Opium and opiate, and any salt, compound, derivative, or preparation of opium or opiate, excluding
apomorphine, thebaine-derived butorphanol, dextrorphan, nalbuphine, naldemedine, nalmefene,
naloxone naltrexone and their respective salts, but including the following:

Raw opium;

Opium extracts;

Opium fluid extracts;

Powdered opium;

Granulated opium;

Tincture of opium;

Codeine;

Dihydroetorphine;
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Ethylmorphine;

Etorphine hydrochloride;

Hydrocodone;

Hydromorphone;

Metopon;

Oripavine (3-O-demethylthebaine or 6,7,8,14-tetradehydro-4, 5-alpha-epoxy-6-methoxy-17-methyl-
morphinan-3-ol);

Morphine;

Noroxymorphone;

Oxycodone;

Oxymorphone;

Thebaine.

Any salt, compound, isomer, derivative, or preparation thereof which is chemically equivalent or
identical with any of the substances referred to in this subdivision, but not including the isoquinoline
alkaloids of opium.

Opium poppy and poppy straw.

Coca leaves and any salt, compound, derivative, or preparation of coca leaves, and any salt, com-
pound, derivative, or preparation thereof which is chemically equivalent or identical with any of these
substances, but not including decocainized coca leaves or extractions which do not contain cocaine
or ecgonine; cocaine or any salt or isomer thereof.

Concentrate of poppy straw, the crude extract of poppy straw in either liquid, solid or powder form,
which contains the phenanthrene alkaloids of the opium poppy.

2. Any of the following opiates, including their isomers, esters, ethers, salts, and salts of isomers,
whenever the existence of these isomers, esters, ethers and salts is possible within the specific chem-
ical designation:

Alfentanil;

Alphaprodine;

Anileridine;

Bezitramide;

Bulk dextropropoxyphene (nondosage forms);

Carfentanil;

Dihydrocodeine;



Diphenoxylate;

Fentanyl;

Isomethadone;

Levo-alphacetylmethadol (levo-alpha-acetylmethadol)(levomethadyl acetate)(LAAM);

Levomethorphan;

Levorphanol;

Metazocine;

Methadone;

Methadone — Intermediate, 4-cyano-2-dimethylamino-4, 4-diphenyl butane;

Moramide — Intermediate, 2-methyl-3-morpholino-1, 1-diphenyl-propane-carboxylicacid;

Pethidine (other name: meperidine);

Pethidine — Intermediate — A, 4-cyano-1-methyl-4-phenylpiperidine;

Pethidine — Intermediate — B, ethyl-4-phenylpiperidine-4-carboxylate;

Pethidine — Intermediate — C, 1-methyl-4-phenylpiperidine-4-carboxylic acid;

Phenazocine;

Piminodine;

Racemethorphan;

Racemorphan;

Remifentanil;

Sufentanil;

Tapentadol;

Thiafentanil.

3. Any material, compound, mixture or preparation which contains any quantity of the following sub-
stances having a potential for abuse associated with a stimulant effect on the central nervous system:

Amphetamine, its salts, optical isomers, and salts of its optical isomers;

Phenmetrazine and its salts;

Any substance which contains any quantity of methamphetamine, including its salts, isomers, and
salts of isomers;

Methylphenidate;

Lisdexamfetamine, its salts, isomers, and salts of its isomers.



4. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture,
or preparation which contains any quantity of the following substances having a depressant effect on
the central nervous system, including its salts, isomers, and salts of isomers whenever the existence
of such salts, isomers, and salts of isomers is possible within the specific chemical designation:

Amobarbital;

Glutethimide;

Secobarbital;

Pentobarbital;

Phencyclidine.

5. The following hallucinogenic substances:

Nabilone;

Dronabinol ((-)-delta-9-trans tetrahydrocannabinol) in an oral solution in a drug product approved for
marketing by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

6. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture,
or preparation which contains any quantity of the following substances which are:

a. Immediate precursors to amphetamine and methamphetamine:

Phenylacetone.

b. Immediate precursor to phencyclidine:

1-phenylcyclohexylamine;

1-piperidinocyclohexanecarbonitrile (other name: PCC).

c. Immediate precursor to fentanyl:

4-anilino-N-phenethyl-4-piperidine (ANPP).

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:6; 1976, c. 614; 1977, c. 302; 1978, c. 833; 1979, c. 387; 1981, c. 30; 1984,
c. 192; 1986, c. 463; 1988, cc. 283, 765; 1992, c. 737; 1994, c. 763; 1998, c. 105; 2000, c. 135; 2005,
c. 119; 2008, c. 74; 2010, c. 423; 2011, c. 700; 2017, c. 612; 2019, c. 85; 2022, cc. 114, 115.

§ 54.1-3449. Placement of substance in Schedule III.
The Board shall place a substance in Schedule III if it finds that:

1. The substance has a potential for abuse less than the substances listed in Schedules I and II;

2. The substance has currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United States; and

3. Abuse of the substance may lead to moderate or low physical dependence or high psychological
dependence.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:7; 1988, c. 765.
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§ 54.1-3450. Schedule III.
The controlled substances listed in this section are included in Schedule III:

1. Unless specifically exempted or listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture, or pre-
paration which contains any quantity of the following substances having a depressant effect on the
central nervous system:

Any substance which contains any quantity of a derivative of barbituric acid, or any salt of a derivative
of barbituric acid, except those substances which are specifically listed in other schedules;

Any compound, mixture or preparation containing amobarbital, secobarbital, or pentobarbital or any
salt of amobarbital, secobarbital, or pentobarbital and one or more other active medicinal ingredients
which are not listed in Schedules II through V;

Any suppository dosage form containing amobarbital, secobarbital, or pentobarbital or any salt of amo-
barbital, secobarbital, or pentobarbital and approved by the Food and Drug Administration for mar-
keting only as a suppository;

Chlorhexadol;

Any drug product containing gamma hydroxybutyric acid, including its salts, isomers, and salts of iso-
mers, for which an application is approved under section 505 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. § 355);

Embutramide;

Ketamine, its salts, isomers, and salts of isomers (some other names: [+-] -2-[2-chlorophenyl]-2-[methyl-
amino]-cyclohexanone);

Lysergic acid;

Lysergic acid amide;

Methyprylon;

Perampanel [2-(2-oxo-1-phenyl-5-pyridin-2-yl-1,2-dihydropyridin-3-yl) benxonitrile], including its salts,
isomers, and salts of isomers;

Sulfondiethylmethane;

Sulfonethylmethane;

Sulfonmethane; and

Tiletamine-zolazepam combination product or any salt thereof.

2. Nalorphine.

3. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule:

a. Any material, compound, mixture, or preparation containing any of the following narcotic drugs or
their salts thereof:



Buprenorphine.

b. Any material, compound, mixture, or preparation containing limited quantities of any of the following
narcotic drugs, or any salts thereof:

Not more than 1.8 grams of codeine, or any of its salts, per 100 milliliters or not more than 90 mil-
ligrams per dosage unit, with an equal or greater quantity of an isoquinoline alkaloid of opium;

Not more than 1.8 grams of codeine, or any of its salts, per 100 milliliters or not more than 90 mil-
ligrams per dosage unit, with one or more active, nonnarcotic ingredients in recognized therapeutic
amounts;

Not more than 1.8 grams of dihydrocodeine, or any of its salts, per 100 milliliters or not more than 90
milligrams per dosage unit, with one or more active, nonnarcotic ingredients in recognized therapeutic
amounts;

Not more than 300 milligrams of ethylmorphine, or any of its salts, per 100 milliliters or not more than
15 milligrams per dosage unit, with one or more ingredients in recognized therapeutic amounts;

Not more than 500 milligrams of opium per 100 milliliters or per 100 grams, or not more than 25 mil-
ligrams per dosage unit, with one or more active, nonnarcotic ingredients in recognized therapeutic
amounts;

Not more than 50 milligrams of morphine, or any of its salts, per 100 milliliters or per 100 grams with
one or more active, nonnarcotic ingredients in recognized therapeutic amounts.

4. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture,
or preparation which contains any quantity of the following substances having a stimulant effect on the
central nervous system, including its salts, isomers (whether optical, position, or geometric), and salts
of such isomers whenever the existence of such salts, isomers, and salts of isomers is possible within
the specific chemical designation:

Benzphetamine;

Chlorphentermine;

Clortermine;

Phendimetrazine.

5. The Board may except by regulation any compound, mixture, or preparation containing any stim-
ulation or depressant substance listed in subsection A from the application of all or any part of this
chapter if the compound, mixture, or preparation contains one or more active medicinal ingredients not
having a stimulant or depressant effect on the central nervous system, and if the admixtures are
included therein in combinations, quantity, proportion, or concentration that vitiate the potential for
abuse of the substances which have a stimulant or depressant effect on the central nervous system.



6. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture,
or preparation containing any quantity of the following substances, including its salts, isomers, and
salts of isomers whenever the existence of such salts of isomers is possible within the specific chem-
ical designation:

Anabolic steroids, including, but not limited to:

3beta,17-dihydroxy-5a-androstane;

3alpha,17beta-dihydroxy-5a-androstane;

5alpha-androstan-3,17-dione;

1-androstenediol (3beta,17beta-dihydroxy-5alpha-androst-1-ene);

1-androstenediol (3alpha,17beta-dihydroxy-5alpha-androst-1-ene);

4-androstenediol (3beta,17beta-dihydroxy-androst-4-ene);

5-androstenediol (3beta,17beta-dihydroxy-androst-5-ene);

1-androstenedione ([5alpha]-androst-1-en-3,17-dione);

4-androstenedione (androst-4-en-3,17-dione);

5-androstenedione (androst-5-en-3,17-dione);

Bolasterone (7alpha,17alpha-dimenthyl-17beta-hydroxyandrost-4-en-3-one);

Boldenone (Dehydrotestosterone)(17beta-hydroxyandrost-1,4,-diene-3-one);

Boldione (androsta-1, 4-diene-3, 17-dione);

Calusterone (7beta,17alpha-dimethyl-17beta-hydroxyandrost-4-en-3-one);

Clostebol (4-Chlorotestosterone)(Chlorotestosterone)(4-chloro-17beta-hydroxyandrost-4-en-3-one);

Dehydrochloromethyltestosterone (4-chloro-17beta-hydroxy-17alpha-methyl-androst-1,4-dien-3-one);

Delta1-dihydrotestosterone (1-testosterone)(17beta-hydroxy-5alpha-androst-1-en-3-one);

Desoxymethyltestosterone (madol)(17alpha-methyl-5alpha-androst-2-en-17beta-ol);

Dromostanolone (Drostanolone)(17beta-hydroxy-2alpha-methyl-5alpha-androstan-3- one);

Ethylestrenol (17alpha-ethyl-17beta-hydroxyestr-4-ene);

Fluoxymesterone (9-fluoro-17alpha-methyl-11beta,17beta-dihydroxyandrost-4-en-3-one);

Formyldienolone (Formebolone)(2-formyl-17alpha-methyl-11alpha,17beta-dihydroxyandrost-1,4-di
en-3-one);

Furazabol (17alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxyandrostano[2,3-c]-furazan);

13-beta-ethyl-17alpha-hydroxygon-4-en-3-one;

4-hydroxytestosterone (4,17beta-dihydroxy-androst-4-en-3-one);



4-hydroxy-19-nortestosterone (4,17beta-dihydroxy-estr-4-en-3-one);

Mestanolone (17alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxy-5-androstan-3-one);

Mesterolone (1alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxy-[5alpha]-androstan-3-one);

Methandriol (methylandrostenediol)(17alpha-methyl-3beta,17beta-dihydroxyandrost-5-ene);

Methandrostenolone (Methandienone)(Dehydromethyltestosterone)(17alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxy-
androst-1,4-dien-3-one);

Methasterone (2alpha,17alpha-dimethyl-5alpha-androstan-17beta-ol-3-one);

Methenolone (1-methyl-17beta-hydroxy-5alpha-androst-1-en-3-one);

17alpha-methyl-3beta,17beta-dihydroxy-5a-androstane;

17alpha-methyl-3alpha,17beta-dihydroxy-5a-androstane;

17alpha-methyl-3beta,17beta-dihydroxyandrost-4-ene);

17alpha-methyl-4-hydroxynandrolone (17alpha-methyl-4-hydroxy-17beta-hydroxyestr-4-en-3-one);

Methyldienolone (17alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxyestra-4,9(10)-dien-3-one);

Methyltrienolone (17alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxyestra-4,9-11-trien-3-one);

17-Methyltestosterone (Methyltestosterone)(17alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxyandrost-4-en-3-one);

Mibolerone (7alpha,17alpha-dimethyl-17beta-hydroxyestr-4-en-3-one);

17alpha-methyl-delta1-dihydrotestosterone (17beta-hydroxy-17alpha-methyl-5alpha-androst-1-en-3-
one)(17-alpha-methyl-1-testosterone);

Nandrolone (19-Nortestosterone)(17beta-hydroxyestr-4-en-3-one);

19-nor-4,9(10)-androstadienedione(estra-4,9(10)-diene-3,17-dione);

19-nor-4-androstenediol (3beta,17beta-dihydroxyestr-4-ene);

19-nor-4-androstenediol (3alpha,17beta-dihydroxyestr-4-ene);

19-nor-5-androstenediol (3beta,17beta-dihydroxyestr-5-ene);

19-nor-5-androstenediol (3alpha,17beta-dihydroxyestr-5-ene);

19-nor-4-androstenedione (estr-4-en-3,17-dione);

19-nor-5-androstenedione (estr-5-en-3,17-dione);

Norbolethone (13beta,17alpha-diethyl-17beta-hydroxygon-4-en-3-one);

Norclostebol (4-chloro-17beta-hydroxyestr-4-en-3-one);

Norethandrolone (17alpha-ethyl-17beta-hydroxyestr-4-en-3-one);

Normethandrolone (17alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxyestr-4-en-3-one);



Oxandrolone (17alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxy-2-oxa-[5alpha]-androstan-3-one);

Oxymesterone (Oxymestrone)(17alpha-methyl-4,17beta-dihydroxyandrost-4-en-3-one);

Oxymetholone (Anasterone)(17alpha-methyl-2-hydroxymethylene-17beta-hydroxy-[5alpha]-
androstan-3-one);

Prostanozol (17beta-hydroxy-5alpha-androstano[3,2-c]pyrazole);

Stanolone (4-Dihydrotestosterone)(Dihydrotestosterone)(17beta-hydroxy-androstan-3-one);

Stanozolol (Androstanazole)(17alpha-methyl-17beta-hydroxy-[5alpha]-androst-2-eno[3,2-c]-pyrazole);

Stenbolone (17beta-hydroxy-2-methyl-[5alpha]-androst-1-en-3-one);

Testolactone (1-Dehydrotestololactone)(13-hydroxy-3-oxo-13,17-secoandrosta-1,4-dien-17-oic acid
lactone);

Testosterone (17beta-hydroxandrost-4-en-3-one);

Tetrahydrogestrinone (13beta,17alpha-diethyl-17beta-hydroxygon-4,9,11-trien-3-one);

Trenbolone (Trienbolone)(Trienolone)(17beta-hydroxyestr-4,9,11-trien-3-one); and

Any salt, ester, or ether of a drug or substance described or listed in this paragraph. However, such
term does not include an anabolic steroid which is expressly intended for administration through
implants to cattle or other nonhuman species and which has been approved by the United States Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services for such administration. If any person prescribes, dispenses, or
distributes any such steroid for human use, such person shall be considered to have prescribed, dis-
pensed, or distributed an anabolic steroid within the meaning of this subsection.

7. Dronabinol (synthetic) in sesame oil and encapsulated in a soft gelatin capsule in a drug product
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:8; 1976, c. 614; 1977, c. 302; 1979, c. 387; 1982, c. 505; 1988, cc. 283, 765;
1992, c. 737; 2000, cc. 135, 348; 2003, c. 640; 2005, c. 119; 2006, c. 346; 2007, c. 14; 2010, c. 423;
2013, c. 233; 2014, c. 74; 2015, c. 303.

§ 54.1-3451. Placement of substance in Schedule IV.
The Board shall place a substance in Schedule IV if it finds that:

1. The substance has a low potential for abuse relative to substances in Schedule III;

2. The substance has currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United States; and

3. Abuse of the substance may lead to limited physical dependence or psychological dependence rel-
ative to the substances in Schedule III.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:9; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3452. Schedule IV.
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The controlled substances listed in this section are included in Schedule IV unless specifically excep-
ted or listed in another schedule:

1. Any material, compound, mixture, or preparation which contains any quantity of the following sub-
stances having a potential for abuse associated with a depressant effect on the central nervous sys-
tem:

Alfaxalone (5[alpha]-pregnan-3[alpha]-ol-11,20-dione), previously spelled "alphaxalone," including its
salts, isomers, and salts of isomers;

Alprazolam;

Barbital;

Brexanolone;

Bromazepam;

Camazepam;

Carisoprodol;

Chloral betaine;

Chloral hydrate;

Chlordiazepoxide;

Clobazam;

Clonazepam;

Clorazepate;

Clotiazepam;

Cloxazolam;

Delorazepam;

Diazepam;

Dichloralphenazone;

Estazolam;

Ethchlorvynol;

Ethinamate;

Ethyl loflazepate;

Fludiazepam;

Flunitrazepam;

Flurazepam;



Fospropofol;

Halazepam;

Haloxazolam;

Ketazolam;

Loprazolam;

Lorazepam;

Lormetazepam;

Mebutamate;

Medazepam;

Methohexital;

Meprobamate;

Methylphenobarbital;

Midazolam;

Nimetazepam;

Nitrazepam;

Nordiazepam;

Oxazepam;

Oxazolam;

Paraldehyde;

Petrichloral;

Phenobarbital;

Pinazepam;

Prazepam;

Quazepam;

Suvorexant ([(7R)-4-(5-chloro-1,3-benzoxazol-2-yl)-7-methyl-1,4-diazepan-1-yl][5-methyl-2- (2H-1, 2,
3-triazol-2-yl)phenyl]methanone), including its salts, isomers, and salts of isomers;

Temazepam;

Tetrazepam;

Triazolam;

Zaleplon;



Zolpidem;

Zopiclone.

2. Any compound, mixture or preparation which contains any quantity of the following substances
including any salts or isomers thereof:

Fenfluramine;

Lorcaserin.

3. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture,
or preparation which contains any quantity of the following substances having a stimulant effect on the
central nervous system, including its salts, isomers (whether optical, position, or geometric), and salts
of such isomers whenever the existence of such salts, isomers, and salts of isomers is possible within
the specific chemical designation:

Cathine (+)-norpseudoephedrine;

Diethylpropion;

Fencamfamin;

Fenproprex;

Mazindol;

Mefenorex;

Modafinil;

Phentermine;

Pemoline (including organometallic complexes and chelates thereof);

Pipradrol;

Sibutramine;

Solriamfetol (2-amino-3-phenylpropyl carbamate);

SPA (-)-1-dimethylamino-1,2-diphenylethane.

4. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture,
or preparation containing any of the following narcotic drugs, or their salts calculated as the free anhyd-
rous base or alkaloid, in limited quantities as set forth below:

Dextropropoxyphene (alpha-(+)-4-dimethylamino-1,2-diphenyl-3-methyl-2-propionoxybutane);

Not more than 1 milligram of difenoxin and not less than 25 micrograms of atropine sulfate per dosage
unit;

2-[(dimethylamino) methyl]-1-(3-methoxyphenyl)cyclohexanol, its salts, optical and geometric isomers,
and salts of such isomers, including tramadol.



5. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture,
or preparation which contains any quantity of the following substances, including their salts:

Butorphanol (including its optical isomers);

Eluxadoline (including its optical isomers and its salts, isomers, and salts of isomers);

Pentazocine.

6. The Board may except by regulation any compound, mixture, or preparation containing any depress-
ant substance listed in subdivision 1 from the application of all or any part of this chapter if the com-
pound, mixture, or preparation contains one or more active medicinal ingredients not having a
depressant effect on the central nervous system, and if the admixtures are included therein in com-
binations, quantity, proportion, or concentration that vitiate the potential for abuse of the substances
which have a depressant effect on the central nervous system.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:10; 1976, c. 614; 1977, c. 302; 1978, c. 705; 1979, c. 387; 1982, c. 505;
1986, c. 463; 1988, cc. 283, 765; 1992, c. 737; 1994, c. 763; 1998, c. 105; 1999, c. 605; 2000, c. 135;
2003, c. 640; 2006, c. 346; 2010, c. 423; 2012, c. 540; 2014, c. 74; 2015, c. 303; 2016, c. 499; 2022,
cc. 114, 115.

§ 54.1-3453. Placement of substance in Schedule V.
The Board shall place a substance in Schedule V if it finds that:

1. The substance has low potential for abuse relative to the controlled substances listed in Schedule
IV;

2. The substance has currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United States; and

3. The substance has limited physical dependence or psychological dependence liability relative to
the controlled substances listed in Schedule IV.

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:11; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3454. Schedule V.
The controlled substances listed in this section are included in Schedule V:

1. Any compound, mixture, or preparation containing limited quantities of any of the following narcotic
drugs, which also contains one or more nonnarcotic active medicinal ingredients in sufficient pro-
portion to confer upon the compound, mixture, or preparation, valuable medicinal qualities other than
those possessed by the narcotic drug alone:

Not more than 200 milligrams of codeine, or any of its salts, per 100 milliliters or per 100 grams;

Not more than 100 milligrams of dihydrocodeine, or any of its salts, per 100 milliliters or per 100
grams;

Not more than 100 milligrams of ethylmorphine, or any of its salts, per 100 milliliters or per 100 grams;
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Not more than 2.5 milligrams of diphenoxylate and not less than 25 micrograms of atropine sulfate per
dosage unit;

Not more than 100 milligrams of opium per 100 milliliters or per 100 grams;

Not more than 0.5 milligrams of difenoxin and not less than 25 micrograms of atropine sulfate per
dosage unit.

The Board may except by regulation any compound, mixture, or preparation containing any depress-
ant substance listed in subdivision 1 from the application of all or any part of this chapter and such sub-
stances so excepted may be dispensed pursuant to § 54.1-3416.

2. Unless specifically excepted or listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture, or pre-
paration that contains any quantity of the following substances having a stimulant effect on the central
nervous system, including its salts, isomers, and salts of isomers:

Pyrovalerone.

3. Unless specifically excepted or unless listed in another schedule, any material, compound, mixture,
or preparation that contains any quantity of the following substances having a depressant effect on the
central nervous system, including its salts:

Brivaracetam ((2S)-2-[(4R)-2-oxo-4-propylpyrrolidin-1-yl] butanamide) (also referred to as BRV; UCB-
34714; Briviact);

Ezogabine [N-[2-amino-4-(4-fluorobenzylamino)-phenyl]-carbamic acid ethyl ester]-2779;

Gabapentin [1-(aminomethyl)cyclohexaneacetic acid];

Lacosamide [(R)-2-acetoamido-N-benzyl-3-methoxy-propionamide];

Lasmiditan [2,4,6-trifluoro-N-(6-(1-methylpiperidine-4-carbonyl)pyridine-2-yl-benzamide];

Pregabalin [(S)-3-(aminomethyl)-5-methylhexanoic acid].

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:12; 1976, c. 614; 1977, c. 302; 1979, c. 387; 1984, c. 186; 1986, c. 463;
1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 737; 1994, c. 763; 2003, c. 640; 2006, c. 346; 2010, c. 423; 2012, c. 541; 2017,
c. 612; 2019, c. 214; 2022, cc. 114, 115.

§ 54.1-3455. Schedule VI.
The following classes of drugs and devices shall be controlled by Schedule VI:

1. Any compound, mixture, or preparation containing any stimulant or depressant drug exempted from
Schedules III, IV or V and designated by the Board as subject to this section.

2. Every drug, not included in Schedules I, II, III, IV or V, or device, which because of its toxicity or
other potentiality for harmful effect, or the method of its use, or the collateral measures necessary to its
use, is not generally recognized among experts qualified by scientific training and experience to eval-
uate its safety and efficacy as safe for use except by or under the supervision of a practitioner licensed
to prescribe or administer such drug or device.
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3. Any drug, not included in Schedules I, II, III, IV or V, required by federal law to bear on its label prior
to dispensing, at a minimum, the symbol "Rx only," or which bears the legend "Caution: Federal Law
Prohibits Dispensing Without Prescription" or "Caution: Federal Law Restricts This Drug To Use By
Or On The Order Of A Veterinarian" or any device which bears the legend "Caution: Federal Law
Restricts This Device To Sales By Or On The Order Of A _______________." (The blank should be
completed with the word "Physician," "Dentist," "Veterinarian," or with the professional designation of
any other practitioner licensed to use or order such device.)

1972, c. 798, § 54-524.84:13; 1976, c. 614; 1977, c. 302; 1988, c. 765; 1999, c. 605.

§ 54.1-3456. Controlled substance analog.
A controlled substance analog shall, to the extent intended for human consumption, be treated, for the
purposes of any state law, as a controlled substance in Schedule I or II. A controlled substance analog
shall be considered to be listed on the same schedule as the drug or class of drugs which it imitates.

1987, c. 447, § 54-524.84:14; 1988, c. 765; 2014, cc. 674, 719.

§ 54.1-3456.1. Drugs of concern.
The Board may promulgate regulations designating specific drugs and substances, including any con-
trolled substance or other drug or substance where there has been or there is the actual or relative
potential for abuse, as drugs of concern. Drugs or substances designated as drugs of concern shall be
reported to the Department of Health Professions and shall be subject to reporting requirements for
the Prescription Monitoring Program established pursuant to Chapter 25.2 (§ 54.1-2519 et seq.).

2014, c. 664; 2017, c. 181; 2019, c. 214.

Article 6 - MISBRANDED AND ADULTERATED DRUGS AND COSMETICS

§ 54.1-3457. Prohibited acts.
The following acts shall be prohibited:

1. The manufacture, sale, delivery, holding, or offering for sale of any drug, device, or cosmetic that is
adulterated or misbranded.

2. The adulteration or misbranding of any drug, device, or cosmetic.

3. The receipt in commerce of any drug, device, or cosmetic that is adulterated or misbranded, and the
delivery or proffered delivery thereof for pay or otherwise.

4. The sale, delivery for sale, holding for sale, or offering for sale of any article in violation of § 54.1-
3421.

5. The dissemination of any false advertisement.

6. The refusal to permit entry or inspection, or to permit the taking of a sample, or to permit access to or
copying of any record.

7. The giving of a false guaranty or undertaking.
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8. The removal or disposal of a detained article in violation of § 54.1-3459.

9. The alteration, mutilation, destruction, obliteration, or removal of the whole or any part of the
labeling of, or the doing of any other act with respect to, a drug, device, or cosmetic, if such act is done
while such article is held for sale and results in such article being adulterated or misbranded.

10. The forging, counterfeiting, simulating, or falsely representing, or without proper authority using of
any mark, stamp, tag, label, or other identification device authorized or required by regulations pro-
mulgated under the provisions of this chapter or of the federal act.

11. The using by any person to his own advantage, or revealing, other than to the Board or its author-
ized representative or to the courts when relevant in any judicial proceeding under this chapter of any
information acquired under authority of this chapter concerning any method or process which as a
trade secret is entitled to protection.

12. The using, on the labeling of any drug or in any advertisement relating to such drug, of any rep-
resentation or suggestion that an application with respect to such drug is effective under § 54.1-3421,
or that such drug complies with the provisions of such section.

13. In the case of a drug distributed or offered for sale in this Commonwealth, the failure of the man-
ufacturer, packer, or distributor thereof to maintain for transmittal, or to transmit, to any practitioner
licensed by applicable law to administer such drug who makes written request for information as to
such drug, true and correct copies of all printed matter which is required to be included in any package
in which that drug is distributed or sold, or such other printed matter as is approved under the federal
act. This subdivision shall not be construed to exempt any person from any labeling requirement
imposed by or under other provisions of this chapter.

14. Placing or causing to be placed upon any drug or device or container, with intent to defraud, the
trade name or other identifying mark, or imprint of another or any likeness of any of the foregoing; or
selling, dispensing, disposing of, or causing to be sold, dispensed, or disposed of, or concealing or
keeping in possession, control, or custody, with intent to sell, dispense, or dispose of, any drug,
device, or any container thereof, with knowledge that the trade name or other identifying mark or
imprint of another or any likeness of any of the foregoing has been placed thereon in a manner pro-
hibited by this section or making, selling, disposing of, or causing to be made, sold, or disposed of, or
keeping in possession, control, or custody, or concealing any punch, die, plate, stone, or other thing
designed to print, imprint, or reproduce the trademark, trade name, or other identifying mark, imprint, or
device of another or any likeness of any of the foregoing upon any drug or container or labeling
thereof so as to render such drug a counterfeit drug.

15. The doing of any act that causes a drug to be a counterfeit drug, or the sale or dispensing, or the
holding for sale or dispensing, of a counterfeit drug.
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16. Dispensing or causing to be dispensed a different drug or brand of drug in place of the drug or
brand of drug ordered or prescribed without the permission of the person ordering or prescribing,
except as provided in § 54.1-3408.03 relating to dispensing of therapeutically equivalent drugs.

17. Dispensing or causing to be dispensed a biosimilar in place of a prescribed biological product or
brand of biological product, except as provided in § 54.1-3408.04 related to dispensing of inter-
changeable biosimilars.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.85; 1988, c. 765; 2003, c. 639; 2013, cc. 412, 544.

§ 54.1-3458. Violations.
A. Any person who violates any of the provisions of § 54.1-3457 shall be guilty of a Class 2 mis-
demeanor.

B. No person shall be subject to the penalties of this section for having violated subdivisions 1 and 3
of § 54.1-3457 if he establishes a guaranty or undertaking signed by, and containing the name and
address of, the person residing in this Commonwealth from whom he received in good faith the article,
to the effect that such article is not adulterated or misbranded within the meaning of this chapter.

C. No publisher, radio-broadcast licensee, or agency or medium for the dissemination of an advert-
isement, except the manufacturer, packer, distributor, or seller of the article to which a false advert-
isement relates, shall be liable under this section for the dissemination of such false advertisement,
unless he has refused, on the request of the Board, to furnish the Board the name and post-office
address of the manufacturer, packer, distributor, seller, or advertising agency, residing in this Com-
monwealth who caused him to disseminate such advertisement.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.87; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3459. Tagging of adulterated or misbranded drugs, devices, or cosmetics; condemnation;
destruction; expenses.
A. Whenever a duly authorized agent of the Board finds, or has probable cause to believe, that any
drug, device, or cosmetic is adulterated, or so misbranded as to be dangerous or fraudulent, within the
meaning of this chapter or is in violation of § 54.1-3457, he shall affix to such article a tag or other
appropriate marking, giving notice that such article is, or is suspected of being, adulterated or mis-
branded or in violation of § 54.1-3457 and has been detained. The tag shall also warn all persons not
to remove or dispose of such article by sale or otherwise until permission for removal or disposal is
given by an authorized agent or the court. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove or dispose of
such detained article by sale or otherwise without permission.

B. When an article is adulterated or misbranded or is in violation of § 54.1-3421, the Board may peti-
tion the circuit court in whose jurisdiction the article is detained for condemnation of such article.
When an authorized agent finds that an article which has been detained is not adulterated or mis-
branded, or in violation of § 54.1-3421, he shall remove the tag or other marking.
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C. If the court finds that a detained article is adulterated or misbranded, or in violation of § 54.1-3421,
such article shall, after entry of the decree, be destroyed at the expense of the claimant, under the
supervision of an authorized agent, and all court costs and fees, and storage and other proper
expenses, shall be levied against the claimant or his agent. When the adulteration or misbranding can
be corrected by proper labeling or processing of the article, the court shall order the article to be prop-
erly labeled or processed. The expense of the supervision shall be paid by the claimant. The article
shall be returned to the claimant and the bond shall be discharged on the representation to the court
by the Board that the article is no longer in violation of this chapter, and that the expenses of such
supervision have been paid.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.88; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3460. Poisonous or deleterious substance, or color additive.
Any added poisonous or deleterious substance, or any color additive, shall with respect to any par-
ticular use or intended use be deemed unsafe with respect to any drug, device, or cosmetic, unless
there is a regulation allowing limited use of a quantity of such substance, and the use or intended use
of such substance conforms to the terms prescribed by regulation. While such regulations relating to
such substance are in effect, a drug or cosmetic shall not, by reason of bearing or containing such sub-
stance in accordance with the regulations, be considered adulterated.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.91; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3461. Adulterated drug or device.
A. A drug or device shall be deemed to be adulterated:

1. If it consists in whole or in part of any filth, putrid or decomposed substance;

2. If it has been produced, prepared, packed, or held under insanitary conditions whereby it has been
contaminated with filth, or whereby it has been rendered injurious to health;

3. If it is a drug and the methods used in, or the facilities or controls used for, its manufacture, pro-
cessing, packing, or holding do not conform to or are not operated or administered in conformity with
current good manufacturing practice to assure that such drug meets the requirements of this chapter;

4. If it is a drug and its container is composed, in whole or in part, of any poisonous or deleterious sub-
stance which may render the contents injurious to health;

5. If it is a drug and it bears or contains, for purposes of coloring only, a color additive which is unsafe
within the meaning of the federal act or § 54.1-3460; or

6. It is a color additive, the intended use of which in or on drugs is for purposes of coloring only, and is
unsafe within the meaning of the federal act or § 54.1-3460.

B. A drug or device shall be deemed to be adulterated if it purports to be or is represented as a drug
the name of which is recognized in an official compendium, and its strength differs from, or its quality
or purity falls below, the standard set forth in such compendium. Such determination of strength, qual-
ity, or purity shall be made in accordance with the tests or methods of assay set forth in such
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compendium, or in the absence of or inadequacy of such tests or methods of assay, those prescribed
under authority of the federal act. No drug defined in an official compendium shall be deemed to be
adulterated under this subsection because it differs from the standard of strength, quality, or purity set
forth in such compendium, if the difference in strength, quality, or purity from such standard is plainly
stated on its label.

Whenever a drug is recognized in both the United States Pharmacopoeia National Formulary and the
Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia of the United States it shall be subject to the requirements of the United
States Pharmacopoeia National Formulary unless it is labeled and offered for sale as a homeopathic
drug, in which case it shall be subject to the provisions of the Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia of the
United States and not to those of the United States Pharmacopoeia National Formulary.

C. A drug or device shall be deemed to be adulterated if it is not subject to the provisions of sub-
section B of this section and its strength differs from, or its purity or quality falls below, that which it pur-
ports or is represented to possess.

D. A drug or device shall be deemed to be adulterated if it is a drug and any substance has been (i)
mixed or packed with it so as to reduce its quality or strength or (ii) substituted wholly or in part for it.

Code 1950, § 54-461; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.92; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3462. Misbranded drug or device.
A drug or device shall be deemed to be misbranded:

1. If its labeling is false or misleading in any particular.

2. If its package does not bear a label containing the name and place of business of the manufacturer,
packer, or distributor. However, all prescription drugs intended for human use and devices shall bear
a label containing the name and place of business of the manufacturer of the final dosage form of the
drug and, if different, the name and place of business of the packer or distributor and an accurate state-
ment of the quantity of the contents in terms of weight, measure, or numerical count. Reasonable vari-
ations shall be permitted, and exemptions for small packages shall be allowed in accordance with
regulations of the Board.

3. If any word, statement, or other information required by or under authority of this chapter to appear
on the label or labeling is not prominently placed with such conspicuousness, as compared with other
words, statements, designs or devices, in the labeling, and in such terms as to render it likely to be
read and understood by the ordinary individual under customary conditions of purchase and use.

4. If it is for use by man and contains any quantity of the narcotic or hypnotic substances alpha-
eucaine, barbituric acid, beta-eucaine, bromal, carbromal, chloral, coca, cocaine, codeine, morphine,
opium, paraldehyde, or sulfonmethane, or any chemical derivative of such substances, which deriv-
ative, after investigation has been found to be and designated as, habit forming, by regulations issued
by the Board under this chapter, unless its label bears the name and quantity or proportion of such sub-
stance or derivative and in juxtaposition therewith the statement "Warning -- May Be Habit Forming."



5. If it is a drug, unless its label bears, to the exclusion of any other nonproprietary name, except the
applicable systematic chemical name or the chemical formula, the established name of the drug, and
in case it is fabricated from two or more ingredients, the established name and quantity of each active
ingredient, including the kind and quantity or proportion of any alcohol, and the established name and
quantity or proportion of any bromides, ether, chloroform, acetanilid, acetphenetidin, amidopyrine, anti-
pyrine, atropine, hyoscine, hyoscyamine, arsenic, digitalis, digitalis glucosides, mercury, ouabain,
strophanthin, strychnine, thyroid, or any derivative or preparation of any such substances. However,
the requirement for stating the quantity of the active ingredients, other than the quantity of those spe-
cifically named in this subdivision, shall apply only to prescription drugs. Any prescription drug shall
have the established name of the drug or ingredient printed on its label prominently and in type at
least half as large as that used for any proprietary name or designation for such drug or ingredient.
Exemptions may be allowed under regulations of the Board.

As used in this subdivision, the term "established name," with respect to a drug or ingredient, means
the applicable official name designated pursuant to § 508 of the federal act, or if there is no such name
and such drug, or such ingredient, is an article recognized in an official compendium, then the official
title in such compendium or if neither exists, then the common or usual name, if any, of such drug or of
such ingredient. Whenever, an article is recognized in the United States Pharmacopoeia National For-
mulary and in the Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia under different official titles, the official title used in
the United States Pharmacopoeia National Formulary shall apply unless it is labeled and offered for
sale as a homeopathic drug, in which case the official title used in the Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia
shall apply.

6. Unless its labeling bears adequate directions for use and such adequate warnings against use in
those pathological conditions or by children where its use may be dangerous to health, or against
unsafe dosage or methods or duration of administration or application, in such manner and form, as
are necessary for the protection of users. The Board shall promulgate regulations exempting such
drug or device from such requirements when these requirements are not necessary to protect the pub-
lic health and the articles are also exempted under regulations issued under § 502(f) of the federal act.

7. If it purports to be a drug the name of which is recognized in an official compendium, unless it is
packaged and labeled as prescribed. The method of packing may be modified with the consent of the
Board, or if consent is obtained under the federal act. Whenever a drug is recognized in both the
United States Pharmacopoeia National Formulary and the Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia of the
United States, it shall be subject to the requirements of the United States Pharmacopoeia National For-
mulary with respect to packaging and labeling unless it is labeled and offered for sale as a homeo-
pathic drug, in which case it shall be subject to the provisions of the Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia of
the United States and not to those of the United States Pharmacopoeia National Formulary. However,
in the event of inconsistency between the requirements of this subdivision and those of subdivision 5
as to the name by which the drug or its ingredients shall be designated, the requirements of sub-
division 5 shall prevail.



8. If it is dangerous to health when used in the dosage, or with the frequency or duration prescribed,
recommended, or suggested in the labeling or advertising.

9. If it is, or purports to be, or is represented as a drug composed wholly or partly of insulin, unless it is
from a batch for which a certificate or release has been issued pursuant to § 506 of the federal act, and
such certificate or release is in effect with respect to such drug.

10. If it is, or purports to be, or is represented as a drug composed wholly or partly of any kind of peni-
cillin, streptomycin, chlortetracycline, chloramphenicol, bacitracin, or any other antibiotic drug, or any
derivative, unless it is from a batch, for which a certificate or release has been issued pursuant to §
507 of the federal act, and such certificate or release is in effect for such drug. This subdivision shall
not apply to any drug or class of drugs exempted by regulations promulgated under § 507(c) or (d) of
the federal law.

For the purpose of this subdivision the term "antibiotic drug" means any drug intended for use by man
containing any quantity of any chemical substance which is produced by microorganisms and which
has the capacity to inhibit or destroy microorganisms in dilute solution, including, the chemically syn-
thesized equivalent of any such substance.

11. If it is a color additive, the intended use of which in or on drugs is for coloring only, unless its pack-
aging and labeling are in conformity with such packaging and labeling requirements applicable to
such color additive, prescribed under the provisions of the federal act.

12. In the case of any prescription drug distributed or offered for sale in this Commonwealth, unless
the manufacturer, packer, or distributor includes in all advertisements and other descriptive printed
matter a true statement of (i) the established name, as defined in this section, printed prominently and
in type at least half as large as that used for any trade or brand name, (ii) the formula showing quant-
itatively each ingredient of such drug to the extent required for labels under this section, and (iii) such
other information in brief summary relating to side effects, contraindications, and effectiveness as are
required in regulations issued under the federal act.

13. If a trademark, trade name or other identifying mark, imprint or device of another or any likeness of
the foregoing has been placed thereon or upon its container with intent to defraud.

Drugs and devices which are, in accordance with the practice of the trade, to be processed, labeled or
repacked in substantial quantities at establishments other than those where originally processed or
packed shall be exempt from any labeling or packaging requirements of this chapter if such drugs and
devices are being delivered, manufactured, processed, labeled, repacked or otherwise held in com-
pliance with regulations issued by the Board.

Code 1950, § 54-463; 1958, c. 551; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.93; 1976, c. 644; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3463. Exemption of drugs dispensed by filling or refilling prescription.
A. Any drug dispensed by filling or refilling a written or oral prescription of a prescriber shall be exempt
from the requirements of § 54.1-3462 except subdivisions 1, 9, and 10, and the packaging
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requirements of subdivision 7, if the drug bears a label containing the name and address of the dis-
penser, the serial number and date of the prescription or of its filling, the name of the prescriber and
the name of the patient, and the directions for use and cautionary statements, if any, contained in such
prescription.

B. This section shall not be construed to relieve any person from any requirement prescribed by or
under authority of law with respect to drugs now included or which may hereafter be included within
the classifications of narcotic drugs or marijuana as defined in the applicable federal and state laws
relating to narcotic drugs and marijuana.

1970, c. 650, § 54-524.94; 1988, c. 765; 1996, c. 408.

§ 54.1-3464. Adulterated cosmetics.
A cosmetic shall be deemed to be adulterated:

1. If it bears or contains any poisonous or deleterious substance which may render it injurious to users
under the conditions of use prescribed in the labeling or advertisement, or under such conditions of
use as are customary or usual. This provision shall not apply to coal-tar hair dye, the label of which
bears the following legend conspicuously displayed thereon: "Caution -- This product contains ingredi-
ents which may cause skin irritation on certain individuals and a preliminary test according to accom-
panying directions should first be made. This product must not be used for dyeing the eyelashes or
eyebrows; to do so may cause blindness," and the labeling of which bears adequate directions for
such preliminary testing. For the purpose of this subdivision and subdivision 5, the term "hair dye"
shall not include eyelash or eyebrow dyes;

2. If it consists in whole or in part of any filthy, putrid, or decomposed substance;

3. If it has been produced, prepared, packed, or held under insanitary conditions whereby it may have
become contaminated with filth, or whereby it may have been rendered injurious to health;

4. If its container is composed, in whole or in part, of any poisonous or deleterious substance which
may render the contents injurious to health;

5. If it is not a hair dye, and it is or it bears or contains a color additive which is unsafe within the mean-
ing of the federal act or § 54.1-3460.

Code 1950, § 54-462; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.96; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3465. Misbranded cosmetics.
A cosmetic shall be deemed to be misbranded:

1. If its labeling is false or misleading in any particular;

2. If in package form unless it bears a label containing the name and place of business of the man-
ufacturer, packer, or distributor and an accurate statement of the quantity of the contents in terms of
weight, measure, or numerical count. However, reasonable variations shall be permitted, and exemp-
tions for small packages shall be established by the Board;

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0408
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3460/


3. If any word, statement, or other information required by or under authority of this chapter to appear
on the label or labeling is not prominently placed thereon with such conspicuousness, as compared
with other words, statements, designs, or devices, in the labeling, and in such terms as to render it
likely to be read and understood by the ordinary individual under customary conditions of purchase
and use;

4. If its container is so made, formed or filled as to be misleading;

5. If it is a color additive, unless its packaging and labeling are in conformity with packaging and
labeling requirements applicable to such color additive under the provisions of the federal act. This
subdivision shall not apply to packages of color additives which, with respect to their use for cos-
metics, are marketed and intended for use only in or on hair dyes.

A cosmetic which is, in accordance with the practice of the trade, to be processed, labeled or
repacked in substantial quantities at an establishment other than the establishment where it was ori-
ginally processed or packed, is exempted from the affirmative labeling requirements of this chapter
while it is in transit in commerce from the one establishment to the other, if such transit is made in
good faith for such completion purposes only; but it is otherwise subject to all applicable provisions of
this chapter.

Code 1950, § 54-466; 1970, c. 650, § 54-524.97; 1988, c. 765.

Article 7 - Controlled Paraphernalia

§ 54.1-3466. Possession or distribution of controlled paraphernalia; definition of controlled
paraphernalia; evidence; exceptions.
A. For purposes of this chapter, "controlled paraphernalia" means (i) a hypodermic syringe, needle, or
other instrument or implement or combination thereof adapted for the administration of controlled dan-
gerous substances by hypodermic injections under circumstances that reasonably indicate an inten-
tion to use such controlled paraphernalia for purposes of illegally administering any controlled drug or
(ii) gelatin capsules, glassine envelopes, or any other container suitable for the packaging of indi-
vidual quantities of controlled drugs in sufficient quantity to and under circumstances that reasonably
indicate an intention to use any such item for the illegal manufacture, distribution, or dispensing of any
such controlled drug. Evidence of such circumstances shall include, but not be limited to, close prox-
imity of any such controlled paraphernalia to any adulterants or equipment commonly used in the
illegal manufacture and distribution of controlled drugs including, but not limited to, scales, sieves,
strainers, measuring spoons, staples and staplers, or procaine hydrochloride, mannitol, lactose, quin-
ine, or any controlled drug, or any machine, equipment, instrument, implement, device, or combination
thereof that is adapted for the production of controlled drugs under circumstances that reasonably
indicate an intention to use such item or combination thereof to produce, sell, or dispense any con-
trolled drug in violation of the provisions of this chapter. "Controlled paraphernalia" does not include
narcotic testing products used to determine whether a controlled substance contains fentanyl or a
fentanyl analog.



B. Except as authorized in this chapter, it is unlawful for any person to possess controlled
paraphernalia.

C. Except as authorized in this chapter, it is unlawful for any person to distribute controlled
paraphernalia.

D. A violation of this section is a Class 1 misdemeanor.

E. The provisions of this section shall not apply to persons who have acquired possession and control
of controlled paraphernalia in accordance with the provisions of this article or to any person who owns
or is engaged in breeding or raising livestock, poultry, or other animals to which hypodermic injections
are customarily given in the interest of health, safety, or good husbandry; or to hospitals, physicians,
pharmacists, dentists, podiatrists, veterinarians, funeral directors and embalmers, persons to whom a
permit has been issued, manufacturers, wholesalers, or their authorized agents or employees when in
the usual course of their business, if the controlled paraphernalia lawfully obtained continue to be
used for the legitimate purposes for which they were obtained.

F. The provisions of this section and of § 18.2-265.3 shall not apply to (i) a person who dispenses
naloxone in accordance with the provisions of subsection Y of § 54.1-3408 and who, in conjunction
with such dispensing of naloxone, dispenses or distributes hypodermic needles and syringes for inject-
ing such naloxone or (ii) a person who possesses naloxone that has been dispensed in accordance
with the provisions of subsection Y of § 54.1-3408 and possesses hypodermic needles and syringes
for injecting such naloxone in conjunction with such possession of naloxone.

G. The provisions of this section and of § 18.2-265.3 shall not apply to (i) a person who possesses or
distributes controlled paraphernalia on behalf of or for the benefit of a comprehensive harm reduction
program established pursuant to § 32.1-45.4 or (ii) a person who possesses controlled paraphernalia
obtained from a comprehensive harm reduction program established pursuant to § 32.1-45.4.

1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 210, 245; 1976, c. 614; 1988, c. 765; 2016, c. 229; 2018, c. 97; 2019, c. 215; 2020,
c. 839.

§ 54.1-3467. Distribution of hypodermic needles or syringes, gelatin capsules, quinine or any of its
salts.
A. Distribution by any method, of any hypodermic needles or syringes, gelatin capsules, quinine or
any of its salts, in excess of one-fourth ounce shall be restricted to licensed pharmacists or to others
who have received a license or a permit from the Board.

B. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the dispensing or distributing of hypodermic needles and syr-
inges by persons authorized by the State Health Commissioner pursuant to a comprehensive harm
reduction program established pursuant to § 32.1-45.4 who are acting in accordance with the stand-
ards and protocols of such program for the duration of the declared public health emergency.

C. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the dispensing or distributing of hypodermic needles and syr-
inges by persons authorized to dispense naloxone in accordance with the provisions of subsection Y
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of § 54.1-3408 and who, in conjunction with such dispensing of naloxone, dispenses or distributes
hypodermic needles and syringes. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the dispensing of hypodermic
needles and syringes for the administration of prescribed drugs by prescribers licensed to dispense
Schedule VI controlled substances at a nonprofit facility pursuant to § 54.1-3304.1.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, nothing in this section shall prohibit the distribution
of hypodermic needles that are designed to be used with a reusable injector pen for the administration
of insulin.

1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 210, 245; 1988, c. 765; 2017, c. 183; 2018, c. 97; 2020, cc. 609, 610; 2023, cc.
142, 143.

§ 54.1-3468. Conditions to dispensing device, item, or substance; records.
In dispensing any device, item or substance, the pharmacist or other licensed or permitted person
referred to in § 54.1-3467 shall:

1. Require the person requesting such device, item or substance to furnish suitable identification,
including proof of age when appropriate;

2. Require the person requesting such item, device or substance to furnish written legitimate purposes
for which such item, device or substance is being purchased, except in cases of telephone orders for
such item, device or substance from customers of known good standing;

3. At the time of dispensing, make and keep a record showing the date of dispensing, the name and
quantity of the device, item or substance, the price at which it was sold, the name and address of the
person to whom the device, item or substance was dispensed, the reason for its purchase and enter
his initials thereon.

No such devices, substances or items shall be sold or distributed to persons under the age of sixteen
years except by a physician for legitimate purposes or upon his prescription. Records shall be main-
tained pursuant to this chapter and the Board's regulations and shall be made available for inspection
to any law-enforcement officer or agent of the Board. Persons violating the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 210, 245; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3469. Storage, usage, and disposition of controlled paraphernalia.
Each person, association or corporation which has lawfully obtained possession of any of the con-
trolled paraphernalia mentioned in § 54.1-3467 shall exercise reasonable care in the storage, usage
and disposition of such devices or substances to ensure that they are not diverted for reuse for any pur-
poses other than those for which they were lawfully obtained. Any person who permits or causes, dir-
ectly or indirectly, such controlled paraphernalia to be used for any other purpose than that for which it
was lawfully obtained shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 210, 245; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3470. Obtaining controlled paraphernalia by fraud, etc.
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A. No person shall obtain or attempt to obtain any item, device or substance referred to in § 54.1-3467
by fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, or subterfuge or by giving a false name or a false address.

B. No person shall furnish false or fraudulent information in or omit any information from, or willfully
make a false statement in obtaining or attempting to obtain any of the instruments or substances
referred to in § 54.1-3467.

C. No person shall, for the purpose of obtaining any such instrument or substance, falsely claim to be
a manufacturer, wholesaler, pharmacist, practitioner of the healing arts, funeral director, embalmer or
veterinarian.

Persons violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 210, 245; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3471. Issuance of permits to certain persons other than registered pharmacists.
The Board shall, upon written application, on a form furnished by the Board, issue a permit to any per-
son other than a licensed pharmacist who in the usual course of business sells any item referred to in
§ 54.1-3467 as a wholesale distributor or distributes at retail to any persons who own or breed or raise
livestock, poultry, or other animals to which such items, devices or substances are customarily given
to or used upon in the interest of health, safety, or good husbandry. This permit shall not authorize the
sale or distribution of these items, devices or substances for human use and the permitted person
shall exercise reasonable diligence to assure that the items distributed are not for the purpose of
human consumption.

1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 210, 245; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3472. Article inapplicable to certain persons.
The provisions of this article shall not apply to legitimate distribution by or possession of controlled
paraphernalia by physicians, dentists, podiatrists, veterinarians, funeral directors and embalmers.

1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 210, 245; 1988, c. 765.

Chapter 34.1 - Physical Therapy

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-3473. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Board" means the Board of Physical Therapy.

"Physical therapist" means any person licensed by the Board to engage in the practice of physical
therapy.

"Physical therapist assistant" means any person licensed by the Board to assist a physical therapist in
the practice of physical therapy.
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"Practice of physical therapy" means that branch of the healing arts that is concerned with, upon med-
ical referral and direction, the evaluation, testing, treatment, reeducation and rehabilitation by physical,
mechanical or electronic measures and procedures of individuals who, because of trauma, disease or
birth defect, present physical and emotional disorders. The practice of physical therapy also includes
the administration, interpretation, documentation, and evaluation of tests and measurements of bodily
functions and structures within the scope of practice of the physical therapist. However, the practice of
physical therapy does not include the medical diagnosis of disease or injury, the use of Roentgen rays
and radium for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes or the use of electricity for shock therapy and sur-
gical purposes including cauterization.

2000, c. 688; 2001, c. 858.

§ 54.1-3474. Unlawful to practice without license; continuing competency requirements.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to practice physical therapy or as a physical therapist assistant in
the Commonwealth without a valid unrevoked license issued by the Board.

B. The Board shall promulgate regulations establishing requirements to ensure continuing com-
petency of physical therapists and physical therapist assistants, which may include continuing edu-
cation, testing, or such other requirements as the Board may determine to be necessary.

C. In promulgating continuing competency requirements, the Board shall consider (i) the need to pro-
mote ethical practice, (ii) an appropriate standard of care, (iii) patient safety, (iv) application of new
medical technology, (v) appropriate communication with patients, and (vi) knowledge of the changing
health care system.

D. The Board may approve persons who provide or accredit programs to ensure continuing com-
petency.

2000, c. 688; 2001, c. 858.

§ 54.1-3475. Board of Physical Therapy; appointment; qualifications; officers; nominations.
A. The Board of Physical Therapy shall regulate the practice of physical therapy and carry out the pro-
visions of this chapter regarding the qualifications, examination, licensure and regulation of physical
therapists and physical therapist assistants and shall have the general powers and duties of a health
regulatory board pursuant to § 54.1-2400.

B. The Board shall be appointed by the Governor and shall be composed of seven members, five of
whom shall be physical therapists who have been in active practice for at least seven years prior to
appointment with at least three of such years in Virginia; one shall be a licensed physical therapist
assistant; and one shall be a citizen member. Members shall be appointed for terms of four years and
shall serve until their successors are appointed. The initial appointments shall provide for staggered
terms with two members being appointed for a one-year term, two members being appointed for a two-
year term, two members being appointed for a three-year term, and one member being appointed for a
four-year term. Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired
term. No person shall be eligible to serve on the Board for more than two successive full terms.
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C. The Board shall annually elect a president and a vice-president.

D. Nominations for the professional members of the Board may be chosen by the Governor from a list
of at least three names for each vacancy submitted by the Virginia Physical Therapy Association, Inc.
The Governor may notify the Association of any professional vacancy other than by expiration of a
term and nominations may be submitted by the Association. The Governor shall not be bound to make
any appointments from among such nominees.

2000, c. 688.

§ 54.1-3476. Exemptions.
This chapter shall not apply to the performance of the duties of any commissioned or contract physical
therapist or physical therapist assistant while practicing in the United States Armed Services, United
States Public Health Service or United States Department of Veterans Affairs as based on require-
ments under federal regulations for state licensure of health care providers, or to a physical therapist
or a physical therapist assistant licensed or certified and in good standing with the applicable reg-
ulatory agency in the state, District of Columbia, or Canada where the practitioner resides when the
practitioner is in Virginia temporarily to practice for no longer than sixty days (i) in a summer camp or
in conjunction with patients who are participating in recreational activities, (ii) in continuing education
programs, or (iii) by rendering at any site any health care services within the limits of his license or cer-
tificate, voluntarily and without compensation, to any patient of any clinic which is organized in whole
or in part for the delivery of health care services without charge as provided in § 54.1-106.

2000, c. 688.

§ 54.1-3477. Requirements for licensure as a physical therapist.
An applicant for licensure as a physical therapist shall submit evidence, verified by affidavit and sat-
isfactory to the Board, that the applicant:

1. Is eighteen years of age or more;

2. Is a graduate of a school of physical therapy approved by the American Physical Therapy Asso-
ciation or is a graduate of a school outside of the United States or Canada which is acceptable to the
Board; and

3. Has satisfactorily passed an examination approved by the Board.

2000, c. 688.

§ 54.1-3478. Requirements for licensure as a physical therapist assistant.
An applicant for licensure as a physical therapist assistant shall submit evidence, verified by affidavit
and satisfactory to the Board, that the applicant:

1. Is 18 years of age or more;

2. Is a graduate of a two-year educational program for physical therapist assistants at an institution of
higher education that is acceptable to the Board; and
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3. Has satisfactorily passed an examination approved by the Board.

2000, c. 688.

§ 54.1-3479. Licensure by examination or endorsement; traineeships.
A. The Board shall provide for the examinations to be taken by applicants for licensure as physical
therapists and physical therapist assistants. The Board shall, on the basis of such examinations, issue
or deny licenses to applicants to practice physical therapy or perform the duties of a physical therapist
assistant. Any applicant who feels aggrieved at the result of his examination may appeal to the Board.

B. The Board, in its discretion, may issue licenses to applicants upon endorsement by boards of other
appropriate authorities of other states or territories or the District of Columbia with which reciprocal
relations have not been established if the credentials of such applicants are satisfactory and the exam-
inations and passing grades required by such other boards are determined to be equivalent to those
required by the Virginia Board.

C. The Board, in its discretion, may provide for the limited practice of physical therapy by a graduate
physical therapist or physical therapist assistant enrolled in a traineeship program as defined by the
Board under the direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist.

D. In granting licenses to out-of-state applicants, the Board may require physical therapists or physical
therapist assistants to meet the professional activity requirements or serve traineeships according to
regulations promulgated by the Board.

2000, c. 688.

§ 54.1-3480. Refusal, revocation or suspension.
A. As used in this section, "license" shall include any license or compact privilege, as defined in §
54.1-3486, issued by the Board.

B. The Board may refuse to admit a candidate to any examination, may refuse to issue a license to
any applicant, and may suspend for a stated period of time or indefinitely or revoke any license or cen-
sure or reprimand any person or place him on probation for such time as it may designate for any of
the following causes:

1. False statements or representations or fraud or deceit in obtaining admission to the practice, or
fraud or deceit in the practice of physical therapy;

2. Substance abuse rendering him unfit for the performance of his professional obligations and duties;

3. Unprofessional conduct as defined in this chapter;

4. Intentional or negligent conduct that causes or is likely to cause injury to a patient or patients;

5. Mental or physical incapacity or incompetence to practice his profession with safety to his patients
and the public;

6. Restriction of a license to practice physical therapy in another state, the District of Columbia, a
United States possession or territory, or a foreign jurisdiction;
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7. Conviction in any state, territory or country of any felony or of any crime involving moral turpitude;

8. Adjudged legally incompetent or incapacitated in any state if such adjudication is in effect and the
person has not been declared restored to competence or capacity; or

9. Conviction of an offense in another state, territory or foreign jurisdiction, which if committed in Vir-
ginia would be a felony. Such conviction shall be treated as a felony conviction under this section
regardless of its designation in the other state, territory or foreign jurisdiction.

C. The Board shall refuse to admit a candidate to any examination and shall refuse to issue a license
to any applicant if the candidate or applicant has had his certificate or license to practice physical ther-
apy revoked or suspended, and has not had his certificate or license to so practice reinstated, in
another state, the District of Columbia, a United States possession or territory, or a foreign jurisdiction.

2000, c. 688; 2001, c. 858; 2003, cc. 753, 762; 2004, c. 64; 2020, c. 885.

§ 54.1-3480.1. Continuing education.
As a prerequisite to renewal of a license or reinstatement of a license, each physical therapist shall be
required to take biennial courses relating to physical therapy as approved by the Board. The Board
shall prescribe criteria for approval of courses of study and credit hour requirements. The Board may
approve alternative courses upon timely application of any licensee. Fulfillment of education require-
ments shall be certified to the Board upon a form provided by the Board and shall be submitted by
each licensed physical therapist at the time he applies to the Board for the renewal or reinstatement of
his license. The Board may waive individual requirements in cases of certified illness or undue hard-
ship.

2001, c. 315.

§ 54.1-3481. Unlawful designation as physical therapist or physical therapist assistant; penalty.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person who is not licensed under this chapter, or whose license has
been suspended or revoked or who licensure has lapsed and has not been renewed, to use in con-
junction with his name the letters or words "R.P.T.," "Registered Physical Therapist," "L.P.T.,"
"Licensed Physical Therapist," "P.T.," "Physical Therapist," "Physio-therapist," "P.T.T.," "Physical
Therapy Technician," "P.T.A.," "Physical Therapist Assistant," "Licensed Physical Therapist Assist-
ant," or to otherwise by letters, words, representations or insignias assert or imply that he is a licensed
physical therapist. The title to designate a licensed physical therapist shall be "P.T." The title to des-
ignate a physical therapist assistant shall show such fact plainly on its face.

B. No person shall advertise services using the words "physical therapy" or "physiotherapy" unless
those services are provided by a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant licensed pursuant to
this chapter.

C. A complaint or report of a possible violation of this section by any person who is licensed, certified,
registered, or permitted, or who holds a multistate licensure privilege issued by any of the health reg-
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ulatory boards within the Department of Health Professions shall be referred to the applicable board
within the Department for disciplinary action.

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict or limit the legally authorized scope of practice
of any profession licensed, certified, registered, permitted, or recognized under a multistate licensure
privilege issued by any of the health regulatory boards within the Department of Health Professions
prior to January 1, 2010.

2000, c. 688; 2010, cc. 70, 368.

§ 54.1-3482. Practice of physical therapy; certain experience and referrals required; physical ther-
apist assistants.
A. It shall be unlawful for a person to engage in the practice of physical therapy except as a licensed
physical therapist, upon the referral and direction of a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiro-
practic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice registered nurse practicing in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed physician assistant acting under the supervision
of a licensed physician, except as provided in this section.

B. A physical therapist who has completed a doctor of physical therapy program approved by the Com-
mission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy Education or who has obtained a certificate of author-
ization pursuant to § 54.1-3482.1 may evaluate and treat a patient without a referral under the
following conditions: (i) the patient is not receiving care from any licensed doctor of medicine, osteo-
pathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice registered nurse prac-
ticing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed physician assistant acting under
the supervision of a licensed physician for the symptoms giving rise to the presentation at the time of
the presentation to the physical therapist for physical therapy services or (ii) the patient is receiving
care from a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a
licensed advanced practice registered nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-
2957, or a licensed physician assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician at the
time of his presentation to the physical therapist for the symptoms giving rise to the presentation for
physical therapy services and (a) the patient identifies a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiro-
practic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice registered nurse practicing in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed physician assistant acting under the supervision
of a licensed physician from whom he is currently receiving care; (b) the patient gives written consent
for the physical therapist to release all personal health information and treatment records to the iden-
tified practitioner; and (c) the physical therapist notifies the practitioner identified by the patient no later
than 14 days after treatment commences and provides the practitioner with a copy of the initial eval-
uation along with a copy of the patient history obtained by the physical therapist.

C. A physical therapist who has not completed a doctor of physical therapy program approved by the
Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy Education or who has not obtained a certificate of
authorization pursuant to § 54.1-3482.1 may conduct a one-time evaluation that does not include

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0688
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0070
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0368


treatment of a patient without the referral and direction of a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy,
chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice registered nurse practicing in
accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed physician assistant acting under the
supervision of a licensed physician; if appropriate, the physical therapist shall immediately refer such
patient to the appropriate practitioner.

D. Invasive procedures within the scope of practice of physical therapy, except for the practice of dry
needling, shall at all times be performed only under the referral and direction of a licensed doctor of
medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice
registered nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed physician
assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician. Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to authorize a physical therapist in the practice of dry needling to fail to comply with the pro-
visions of § 54.1-2956.9.

E. It shall be unlawful for any licensed physical therapist to fail to immediately refer any patient to a
licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, or a licensed
advanced practice registered nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957 when
such patient's medical condition is determined, at the time of evaluation or treatment, to be beyond the
physical therapist's scope of practice. Upon determining that the patient's medical condition is beyond
the scope of practice of a physical therapist, a physical therapist shall immediately refer such patient
to an appropriate practitioner.

F. Any person licensed as a physical therapist assistant shall perform his duties only under the dir-
ection and control of a licensed physical therapist.

G. However, a licensed physical therapist may provide, without referral or supervision, physical ther-
apy services to (i) a student athlete participating in a school-sponsored athletic activity while such stu-
dent is at such activity in a public, private, or religious elementary, middle or high school, or public or
private institution of higher education when such services are rendered by a licensed physical ther-
apist who is certified as an athletic trainer by the National Athletic Trainers' Association Board of Cer-
tification or as a sports certified specialist by the American Board of Physical Therapy Specialties; (ii)
employees solely for the purpose of evaluation and consultation related to workplace ergonomics; (iii)
infants and toddlers, from birth to age three, who require physical therapy services to fulfill the pro-
visions of their individualized services plan under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (20 U.S.C. § 1431 et seq.) and students with disabilities who require physical therapy services to
fulfill the provisions of their individualized education plan or physical therapy services provided under
§ 504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq.); (iv) the public for the purpose
of wellness, fitness, and health screenings; (v) the public for the purpose of health promotion and edu-
cation; and (vi) the public for the purpose of prevention of impairments, functional limitations, and dis-
abilities.



2000, c. 688; 2001, c. 858; 2002, cc. 434, 471; 2003, c. 496; 2005, c. 928; 2007, cc. 9, 18; 2015, cc.
724, 746; 2018, c. 776; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 481; 2023, cc. 136, 137, 183.

§ 54.1-3482.1. Certain certification required.
A. The Board shall promulgate regulations establishing criteria for certification of physical therapists to
provide certain physical therapy services pursuant to subsection B of § 54.1-3482 without referral from
a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed
advanced practice registered nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a
licensed physician assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician. The regulations
shall include but not be limited to provisions for (i) the promotion of patient safety; (ii) an application
process for a one-time certification to perform such procedures; and (iii) minimum education, training,
and experience requirements for certification to perform such procedures.

B. The minimum education, training, and experience requirements for certification shall include evid-
ence that the applicant has successfully completed (i) a transitional program in physical therapy as
recognized by the Board or (ii) at least three years of active practice with evidence of continuing edu-
cation relating to carrying out direct access duties under § 54.1-3482.

2007, cc. 9, 18; 2015, cc. 724, 746; 2018, c. 776; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3483. Unprofessional conduct.
Any physical therapist or physical therapist assistant licensed by the Board or practicing pursuant to a
compact privilege, as defined in § 54.1-3486, approved by the Board shall be considered guilty of
unprofessional conduct if he:

1. Engages in the practice of physical therapy under a false or assumed name or impersonates
another practitioner of a like, similar or different name;

2. Knowingly and willfully commits any act which is a felony under the laws of this Commonwealth or
the United States, or any act which is a misdemeanor under such laws and involves moral turpitude;

3. Aids or abets, has professional contact with, or lends his name to any person known to him to be
practicing physical therapy illegally;

4. Conducts his practice in such a manner as to be a danger to the health and welfare of his patients
or to the public;

5. Is unable to practice with reasonable skill or safety because of illness or substance abuse;

6. Publishes in any manner an advertisement that violates Board regulations governing advertising;

7. Performs any act likely to deceive, defraud or harm the public;

8. Violates any provision of statute or regulation, state or federal, relating to controlled substances;

9. Violates or cooperates with others in violating any of the provisions of this chapter or regulations of
the Board; or
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10. Engages in sexual contact with a patient concurrent with and by virtue of the practitioner/patient
relationship or otherwise engages at any time during the course of the practitioner/patient relationship
in conduct of a sexual nature that a reasonable patient would consider lewd and offensive.

2000, c. 688; 2001, c. 858; 2020, c. 885.

§ 54.1-3484. Criminal history background checks.
The Board shall require each applicant for licensure as a physical therapist or physical therapist assist-
ant to submit fingerprints and provide personal descriptive information to be forwarded along with his
fingerprints through the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for
the purpose of obtaining criminal history record information regarding the applicant. The cost of fin-
gerprinting and the criminal history record search shall be paid by the applicant.

The Central Criminal Records Exchange shall forward the results of the state and federal criminal his-
tory record search to the Board, which shall be a governmental entity. If an applicant is denied licen-
sure because of information appearing on his criminal history record and the applicant disputes the
information upon which the denial was based, the Central Criminal Records Exchange shall, upon
written request, furnish to the applicant the procedures for obtaining a copy of the criminal history
record from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central Criminal Records Exchange. The
information shall not be disseminated except as provided in this section.

2019, c. 300.

Article 2 - Physical Therapy Licensure Compact

§ 54.1-3485. Form of compact; declaration of purpose.
A. The General Assembly hereby enacts, and the Commonwealth of Virginia hereby enters into, the
Physical Therapy Licensure Compact with any and all jurisdictions legally joining therein according to
its terms, in the form substantially as follows.

B. The purpose of this Compact is to facilitate interstate practice of physical therapy with the goal of
improving public access to physical therapy services. The practice of physical therapy occurs in the
state where the patient is located at the time of the patient encounter. The Compact preserves the reg-
ulatory authority of states to protect public health and safety through the current system of state licen-
sure.

This Compact is designed to achieve the following objectives:

1. Increase public access to physical therapy services by providing for the mutual recognition of other
member state licenses;

2. Enhance the states' ability to protect the public's health and safety;

3. Encourage the cooperation of member states in regulating multi-state physical therapy practice;

4. Support spouses of relocating military members;
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5. Enhance the exchange of licensure, investigative, and disciplinary information between member
states; and

6. Allow a remote state to hold a provider of services with a compact privilege in that state accountable
to that state's practice standards.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3486. Definitions.
As used in this Compact, and except as otherwise provided, the following definitions shall apply:

"Active duty military" means full-time duty status in the active uniformed service of the United States,
including members of the National Guard and Reserve on active duty orders pursuant to 10 U.S.C. §§
1209 and 1211.

"Adverse action" means disciplinary action taken by a physical therapy licensing board based upon
misconduct, unacceptable performance, or a combination of both.

"Alternative program" means a nondisciplinary monitoring or practice remediation process approved
by a physical therapy licensing board. This includes, but is not limited to, substance abuse issues.

"Compact privilege" means the authorization granted by a remote state to allow a licensee from
another member state to practice as a physical therapist or work as a physical therapist assistant in
the remote state under its laws and rules. The practice of physical therapy occurs in the member state
where the patient/client is located at the time of the patient/client encounter.

"Continuing competence" means a requirement, as a condition of license renewal, to provide evid-
ence of participation in, and/or completion of, educational and professional activities relevant to prac-
tice or area of work.

"Data system" means a repository of information about licensees, including examination, licensure,
investigative, compact privilege, and adverse action.

"Encumbered license" means a license that a physical therapy licensing board has limited in any way.

"Executive Board" means a group of directors elected or appointed to act on behalf of, and within the
powers granted to them, by the Commission.

"Home state" means the member state that is the licensee's primary state of residence.

"Investigative information" means information, records, and documents received or generated by a
physical therapy licensing board pursuant to an investigation.

"Jurisprudence requirement" means the assessment of an individual's knowledge of the laws and
rules governing the practice of physical therapy in a state.

"Licensee" means an individual who currently holds an authorization from the state to practice as a
physical therapist or to work as a physical therapist assistant.

"Member state" means a state that has enacted the Compact.
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"Party state" means any member state in which a licensee holds a current license or compact priv-
ilege or is applying for a license or compact privilege.

"Physical therapist" means an individual who is licensed by a state to practice physical therapy.

"Physical therapist assistant" means an individual who is licensed or certified by a state and who
assists the physical therapist in selected components of physical therapy.

"Physical therapy," "physical therapy practice," and "the practice of physical therapy" mean the care
and services provided by or under the direction and supervision of a licensed physical therapist as
defined by § 54.1-3473.

"Physical Therapy Compact Commission" or "Commission" means the national administrative body
whose membership consists of all states that have enacted the Compact.

"Physical therapy licensing board" or "licensing board" means the agency of a state that is respons-
ible for the licensing and regulation of physical therapists and physical therapist assistants.

"Remote state" means a member state other than the home state, where a licensee is exercising or
seeking to exercise the compact privilege.

"Rule" means a regulation, principle, or directive promulgated by the Commission that has the force of
law.

"State" means any state, commonwealth, district, or territory of the United States of America that reg-
ulates the practice of physical therapy.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3487. State participation in the Compact.
A. To participate in the Compact, a state must:

1. Participate fully in the Commission's data system, including using the Commission's unique iden-
tifier as defined in rules;

2. Have a mechanism in place for receiving and investigating complaints about licensees;

3. Notify the Commission, in compliance with the terms of the Compact and rules, of any adverse
action or of the availability of investigative information regarding a licensee;

4. Fully implement a criminal background check requirement, within a time frame established by rule,
by receiving the results of the Federal Bureau of Investigation record search on criminal background
checks and use the results in making licensure decisions in accordance with subsection B of § 54.1-
3488;

5. Comply with the rules of the Commission;

6. Utilize a recognized national examination as a requirement for licensure pursuant to the rules of the
Commission; and

7. Have continuing competence requirements as a condition for license renewal.
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B. Upon adoption of this statute, the member state shall have the authority to obtain biometric-based
information from each physical therapy licensure applicant and shall submit this information to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation for a criminal background check in accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 534
and 42 U.S.C. § 14616.

C. A member state shall grant the compact privilege to a licensee holding a valid unencumbered
license in another member state in accordance with the terms of the Compact and rules.

D. Member states may charge a fee for granting a compact privilege.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3488. Compact privilege.
A. To exercise the compact privilege under the terms and provisions of the Compact, the licensee
shall:

1. Hold a license in the home state;

2. Have no encumbrance on any state license;

3. Be eligible for a compact privilege in any member state in accordance with subsections D, G, and
H;

4. Have not had any adverse action against any license or compact privilege within the previous two
years;

5. Notify the Commission that the licensee is seeking the compact privilege within a remote state or
remote states;

6. Pay any applicable fees, including any state fee, for the compact privilege;

7. Meet any jurisprudence requirements established by the remote state or states in which the
licensee is seeking a compact privilege; and

8. Report to the Commission adverse action taken by any nonmember state within 30 days from the
date the adverse action is taken.

B. The compact privilege is valid until the expiration date of the home license. The licensee must com-
ply with the requirements of subsection A to maintain the compact privilege in the remote state.

C. A licensee providing physical therapy in a remote state under the compact privilege shall function
within the laws and regulations of the remote state.

D. A licensee providing physical therapy in a remote state is subject to that state's regulatory authority.
A remote state may, in accordance with due process and that state's laws, remove a licensee's com-
pact privilege in the remote state for a specific period of time, impose fines, and/or take any other
necessary actions to protect the health and safety of its citizens. The licensee is not eligible for a com-
pact privilege in any state until the specific time for removal has passed and all fines are paid.
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E. If a home state license is encumbered, the licensee shall lose the compact privilege in any remote
state until the following occur:

1. The home state license is no longer encumbered; and

2. Two years have elapsed from the date of the adverse action.

F. Once an encumbered license in the home state is restored to good standing, the licensee must
meet the requirements of subsection A to obtain a compact privilege in any remote state.

G. If a licensee's compact privilege in any remote state is removed, the individual shall lose the com-
pact privilege in any remote state until the following occur:

1. The specific period of time for which the compact privilege was removed has ended;

2. All fines have been paid; and

3. Two years have elapsed from the date of the adverse action.

H. Once the requirements of subsection G have been met, the licensee must meet the requirements in
subsection A to obtain a compact privilege in a remote state.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3489. Active duty military personnel or their spouses.
A licensee who is active duty military or is the spouse of an individual who is active duty military may
designate one of the following as the home state:

1. Home of record;

2. Permanent Change of Station (PCS); or

3. State of current residence if it is different from the PCS state or home of record.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3490. Adverse actions.
A. A home state shall have exclusive power to impose adverse action against a license issued by the
home state.

B. A home state may take adverse action based on the investigative information of a remote state, so
long as the home state follows its own procedures for imposing adverse action.

C. Nothing in this Compact shall override a member state's decision that participation in an alternative
program may be used in lieu of adverse action and that such participation shall remain non-public if
required by the member state's laws. Member states must require licensees who enter any alternative
programs in lieu of discipline to agree not to practice in any other member state during the term of the
alternative program without prior authorization from such other member state.
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D. Any member state may investigate actual or alleged violations of the statutes and rules authorizing
the practice of physical therapy in any other member state in which a physical therapist or physical
therapist assistant holds a license or compact privilege.

E. A remote state shall have the authority to:

1. Take adverse actions as set forth in subsection D of § 54.1-3488 against a licensee's compact priv-
ilege in the state;

2. Issue subpoenas for both hearings and investigations that require the attendance and testimony of
witnesses and the production of evidence. Subpoenas issued by a physical therapy licensing board in
a party state for the attendance and testimony of witnesses and/or the production of evidence from
another party state shall be enforced in the latter state by any court of competent jurisdiction, accord-
ing to the practice and procedure of that court applicable to subpoenas issued in proceedings pending
before it. The issuing authority shall pay any witness fees, travel expenses, mileage, and other fees
required by the service statutes of the state where the witnesses and/or evidence are located; and

3. If otherwise permitted by state law, recover from the licensee the costs of investigations and dis-
position of cases resulting from any adverse action taken against that licensee.

F. Joint investigations.

1. In addition to the authority granted to a member state by its respective physical therapy practice act
or other applicable state law, a member state may participate with other member states in joint invest-
igations of licensees.

2. Member states shall share any investigative, litigation, or compliance materials in furtherance of any
joint or individual investigation initiated under the Compact.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3491. Establishment of the Physical Therapy Compact Commission.
A. The Compact member states hereby create and establish a joint public agency known as the Phys-
ical Therapy Compact Commission.

1. The Commission is an instrumentality of the Compact states.

2. Venue is proper and judicial proceedings by or against the Commission shall be brought solely and
exclusively in a court of competent jurisdiction where the principal office of the Commission is located.
The Commission may waive venue and jurisdictional defenses to the extent that it adopts or consents
to participate in alternative dispute resolution proceedings.

3. Nothing in this Compact shall be construed to be a waiver of sovereign immunity.

B. Membership, voting, and meetings.

1. Each member state shall have and be limited to one delegate selected by that member state's
licensing board.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0300


2. The delegate shall be a current member of the licensing board who is a physical therapist, a phys-
ical therapist assistant, a public member, or the board administrator.

3. Any delegate may be removed or suspended from office as provided by the law of the state from
which the delegate is appointed.

4. The member state board shall fill any vacancy occurring in the Commission.

5. Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote with regard to the promulgation of rules and creation of
bylaws and shall otherwise have an opportunity to participate in the business and affairs of the Com-
mission.

6. A delegate shall vote in person or by such other means as provided in the bylaws. The bylaws may
provide for delegates' participation in meetings by telephone or other means of communication.

7. The Commission shall meet at least once during each calendar year. Additional meetings shall be
held as set forth in the bylaws.

C. The Commission shall have the following powers and duties:

1. Establish the fiscal year of the Commission;

2. Establish bylaws;

3. Maintain its financial records in accordance with the bylaws;

4. Meet and take such actions as are consistent with the provisions of this Compact and the bylaws;

5. Promulgate uniform rules to facilitate and coordinate implementation and administration of this Com-
pact. The rules shall have the force and effect of law and shall be binding in all member states;

6. Bring and prosecute legal proceedings or actions in the name of the Commission, provided that the
standing of any state physical therapy licensing board to sue or be sued under applicable law shall
not be affected;

7. Purchase and maintain insurance and bonds;

8. Borrow, accept, or contract for services of personnel, including, but not limited to, employees of a
member state;

9. Hire employees, elect or appoint officers, fix compensation, define duties, and grant such indi-
viduals appropriate authority to carry out the purposes of the Compact and establish the Commission's
personnel policies and programs relating to conflicts of interest, qualifications of personnel, and other
related personnel matters;

10. Accept any and all appropriate donations and grants of money, equipment, supplies, materials,
and services and receive, utilize and dispose of the same, provided that at all times the Commission
shall avoid any appearance of impropriety and/or conflict of interest;



11. Lease, purchase, accept appropriate gifts or donations of, or otherwise own, hold, improve, or use
any property, real, personal or mixed, provided that at all times the Commission shall avoid any
appearance of impropriety;

12. Sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, abandon, or otherwise dispose of any property,
real, personal, or mixed;

13. Establish a budget and make expenditures;

14. Borrow money;

15. Appoint committees, including standing committees composed of members, state regulators, state
legislators or their representatives, and consumer representatives and such other interested persons
as may be designated in this Compact and the bylaws;

16. Provide and receive information from, and cooperate with, law-enforcement agencies;

17. Establish and elect an Executive Board; and

18. Perform such other functions as may be necessary or appropriate to achieve the purposes of this
Compact consistent with the state regulation of physical therapy licensure and practice.

D. The Executive Board.

The Executive Board shall have the power to act on behalf of the Commission according to the terms
of this Compact.

1. The Executive Board shall be composed of nine members as follows:

a. Seven voting members who are elected by the Commission from the current membership of the
Commission;

b. One ex officio, nonvoting member from the recognized national physical therapy professional asso-
ciation; and

c. One ex officio, nonvoting member from the recognized membership organization of the physical ther-
apy licensing boards.

2. The ex officio members will be selected by their respective organizations.

3. The Commission may remove any member of the Executive Board as provided in bylaws.

4. The Executive Board shall meet at least annually.

5. The Executive Board shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a. Recommend to the entire Commission changes to the rules or bylaws, changes to this Compact
legislation, fees paid by Compact member states such as annual dues, and any Commission Com-
pact fee charged to licensees for the compact privilege;

b. Ensure Compact administration services are appropriately provided, contractual or otherwise;

c. Prepare and recommend the budget;



d. Maintain financial records on behalf of the Commission;

e. Monitor Compact compliance of member states and provide compliance reports to the Commission;

f. Establish additional committees as necessary; and

g. Perform other duties as provided in rules or bylaws.

E. Meetings of the Commission.

1. All meetings shall be open to the public, and public notice of meetings shall be given in the same
manner as required under the rulemaking provisions in § 54.1-3493.

2. The Commission or the Executive Board or other committees of the Commission may convene in a
closed, nonpublic meeting if the Commission or Executive Board or other committees of the Com-
mission must discuss:

a. Noncompliance of a member state with its obligations under the Compact;

b. The employment, compensation, discipline, or other matters, practices, or procedures related to spe-
cific employees or other matters related to the Commission's internal personnel practices and pro-
cedures;

c. Current, threatened, or reasonably anticipated litigation;

d. Negotiation of contracts for the purchase, lease, or sale of goods, services, or real estate;

e. Accusing any person of a crime or formally censuring any person;

f. Disclosure of trade secrets or commercial or financial information that is privileged or confidential;

g. Disclosure of information of a personal nature where disclosure would constitute a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy;

h. Disclosure of investigative records compiled for law-enforcement purposes;

i. Disclosure of information related to any investigative reports prepared by or on behalf of or for use of
the Commission or other committee charged with responsibility of investigation or determination of
compliance issues pursuant to the Compact; or

j. Matters specifically exempted from disclosure by federal or member state statute.

3. If a meeting or portion of a meeting is closed pursuant to this provision, the Commission's legal
counsel or designee shall certify that the meeting may be closed and shall reference each relevant
exempting provision.

4. The Commission shall keep minutes that fully and clearly describe all matters discussed in a meet-
ing and shall provide a full and accurate summary of actions taken and the reasons therefor, including
a description of the views expressed. All documents considered in connection with an action shall be
identified in such minutes. All minutes and documents of a closed meeting shall remain under seal,
subject to release by a majority vote of the Commission or order of a court of competent jurisdiction.



F. Financing of the Commission.

1. The Commission shall pay or provide for the payment of the reasonable expenses of its estab-
lishment, organization, and ongoing activities.

2. The Commission may accept any and all appropriate revenue sources, donations, and grants of
money, equipment, supplies, materials, and services.

3. The Commission may levy on and collect an annual assessment from each member state or
impose fees on other parties to cover the cost of the operations and activities of the Commission and
its staff, which must be in a total amount sufficient to cover its annual budget as approved each year
for which revenue is not provided by other sources. The aggregate annual assessment amount shall
be allocated based upon a formula to be determined by the Commission, which shall promulgate a
rule binding upon all member states.

4. The Commission shall not incur obligations of any kind prior to securing the funds adequate to meet
the same; nor shall the Commission pledge the credit of any of the member states, except by and with
the authority of the member state.

5. The Commission shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements. The receipts and
disbursements of the Commission shall be subject to the audit and accounting procedures estab-
lished under its bylaws. However, all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by the Com-
mission shall be audited yearly by a certified or licensed public accountant, and the report of the audit
shall be included in and become part of the annual report of the Commission.

G. Qualified immunity, defense, and indemnification.

1. The members, officers, executive director, employees, and representatives of the Commission shall
be immune from suit and liability, either personally or in their official capacity, for any claim for damage
to or loss of property or personal injury or other civil liability caused by or arising out of any actual or
alleged act, error, or omission that occurred or that the person against whom the claim is made had a
reasonable basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or
responsibilities, provided that nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to protect any such person
from suit and/or liability for any damage, loss, injury, or liability caused by the intentional or willful or
wanton misconduct of that person.

2. The Commission shall defend any member, officer, executive director, employee, or representative
of the Commission in any civil action seeking to impose liability arising out of any actual or alleged
act, error, or omission that occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or respons-
ibilities or that the person against whom the claim is made had a reasonable basis for believing
occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, provided that noth-
ing herein shall be construed to prohibit that person from retaining his or her own counsel and
provided further that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from that person's inten-
tional or willful or wanton misconduct.



3. The Commission shall indemnify and hold harmless any member, officer, executive director,
employee, or representative of the Commission for the amount of any settlement or judgment obtained
against that person arising out of any actual or alleged act, error, or omission that occurred within the
scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities or that such person had a reasonable
basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities,
provided that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from the intentional or willful or
wanton misconduct of that person.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3492. Data system.
A. The Commission shall provide for the development, maintenance, and utilization of a coordinated
database and reporting system containing licensure, adverse action, and investigative information on
all licensed individuals in member states.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of state law to the contrary, a member state shall submit a uni-
form data set to the data system on all individuals to whom this Compact is applicable as required by
the rules of the Commission, including:

1. Identifying information;

2. Licensure data;

3. Adverse actions against a license or compact privilege;

4. Nonconfidential information related to alternative program participation;

5. Any denial of application for licensure, and the reason or reasons for such denial; and

6. Other information that may facilitate the administration of this Compact, as determined by the rules
of the Commission.

C. Investigative information pertaining to a licensee in any member state will only be available to other
party states.

D. The Commission shall promptly notify all member states of any adverse action taken against a
licensee or an individual applying for a license. Adverse action information pertaining to a licensee in
any member state will be available to any other member state.

E. Member states contributing information to the data system may designate information that may not
be shared with the public without the express permission of the contributing state.

F. Any information submitted to the data system that is subsequently required to be expunged by the
laws of the member state contributing the information shall be removed from the data system.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3493. Rulemaking.
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A. The Commission shall exercise its rulemaking powers pursuant to the criteria set forth in this sec-
tion and the rules adopted thereunder. Rules and amendments shall become binding as of the date
specified in each rule or amendment.

B. If a majority of the legislatures of the member states rejects a rule, by enactment of a statute or res-
olution in the same manner used to adopt the Compact within four years of the date of adoption of the
rule, then such rule shall have no further force and effect in any member state.

C. Rules or amendments to the rules shall be adopted at a regular or special meeting of the Com-
mission.

D. Prior to promulgation and adoption of a final rule or rules by the Commission, and at least 30 days
in advance of the meeting at which the rule will be considered and voted upon, the Commission shall
file a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking:

1. On the website of the Commission or other publicly accessible platform; and

2. On the website of each member state physical therapy licensing board or other publicly accessible
platform or the publication in which each state would otherwise publish proposed rules.

E. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall include:

1. The proposed time, date, and location of the meeting in which the rule will be considered and voted
upon;

2. The text of the proposed rule or amendment and the reason for the proposed rule;

3. A request for comments on the proposed rule from any interested person; and

4. The manner in which interested persons may submit notice to the Commission of their intention to
attend the public hearing and any written comments.

F. Prior to adoption of a proposed rule, the Commission shall allow persons to submit written data,
facts, opinions, and arguments, which shall be made available to the public.

G. The Commission shall grant an opportunity for a public hearing before it adopts a rule or amend-
ment if a hearing is requested by:

1. At least 25 persons;

2. A state or federal governmental subdivision or agency; or

3. An association having at least 25 members.

H. If a hearing is held on the proposed rule or amendment, the Commission shall publish the place,
time, and date of the scheduled public hearing. If the hearing is held via electronic means, the Com-
mission shall publish the mechanism for access to the electronic hearing.



1. All persons wishing to be heard at the hearing shall notify the executive director of the Commission
or other designated member in writing of their desire to appear and testify at the hearing not less than
five business days before the scheduled date of the hearing.

2. Hearings shall be conducted in a manner providing each person who wishes to comment a fair and
reasonable opportunity to comment orally or in writing.

3. All hearings shall be recorded. A copy of the recording shall be made available on request.

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring a separate hearing on each rule. Rules may
be grouped for the convenience of the Commission at hearings required by this section.

I. Following the scheduled hearing date, or by the close of business on the scheduled hearing date if
the hearing was not held, the Commission shall consider all written and oral comments received.

J. If no written notice of intent to attend the public hearing by interested parties is received, the Com-
mission may proceed with promulgation of the proposed rule without a public hearing.

K. The Commission shall, by majority vote of all members, take final action on the proposed rule and
shall determine the effective date of the rule, if any, based on the rulemaking record and the full text of
the rule.

L. Upon determination that an emergency exists, the Commission may consider and adopt an emer-
gency rule without prior notice, opportunity for comment, or hearing, provided that the usual rule-
making procedures provided in the Compact and in this section shall be retroactively applied to the
rule as soon as reasonably possible, in no event later than 90 days after the effective date of the rule.
For the purposes of this provision, an emergency rule is one that must be adopted immediately in
order to:

1. Meet an imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare;

2. Prevent a loss of Commission or member state funds;

3. Meet a deadline for the promulgation of an administrative rule that is established by federal law or
rule; or

4. Protect public health and safety.

M. The Commission or an authorized committee of the Commission may direct revisions to a pre-
viously adopted rule or amendment for purposes of correcting typographical errors, errors in format,
errors in consistency, or grammatical errors. Public notice of any revisions shall be posted on the web-
site of the Commission. The revision shall be subject to challenge by any person for a period of 30
days after posting. The revision may be challenged only on grounds that the revision results in a mater-
ial change to a rule. A challenge shall be made in writing and delivered to the chair of the Commission
prior to the end of the notice period. If no challenge is made, the revision will take effect without further
action. If the revision is challenged, the revision may not take effect without the approval of the Com-
mission.



2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3494. Oversight, dispute resolution, and enforcement.
A. Oversight.

1. The executive, legislative, and judicial branches of state government in each member state shall
enforce this Compact and take all actions necessary and appropriate to effectuate the Compact's pur-
poses and intent. The provisions of this Compact and the rules promulgated hereunder shall have
standing as statutory law.

2. All courts shall take judicial notice of the Compact and the rules in any judicial or administrative pro-
ceeding in a member state pertaining to the subject matter of this Compact which may affect the
powers, responsibilities, or actions of the Commission.

3. The Commission shall be entitled to receive service of process in any such proceeding and shall
have standing to intervene in such a proceeding for all purposes. Failure to provide service of process
to the Commission shall render a judgment or order void as to the Commission, this Compact, or pro-
mulgated rules.

B. Default, technical assistance, and termination.

1. If the Commission determines that a member state has defaulted in the performance of its oblig-
ations or responsibilities under this Compact or the promulgated rules, the Commission shall:

a. Provide written notice to the defaulting state and other member states of the nature of the default,
the proposed means of curing the default, and/or any other action to be taken by the Commission; and

b. Provide remedial training and specific technical assistance regarding the default.

2. If a state in default fails to cure the default, the defaulting state may be terminated from the Compact
upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the member states, and all rights, privileges, and benefits con-
ferred by this Compact may be terminated on the effective date of termination. A cure of the default
does not relieve the offending state of obligations or liabilities incurred during the period of default.

3. Termination of membership in the Compact shall be imposed only after all other means of securing
compliance have been exhausted. Notice of intent to suspend or terminate shall be given by the Com-
mission to the governor, the majority and minority leaders of the defaulting state's legislature, and
each of the member states.

4. A state that has been terminated is responsible for all assessments, obligations, and liabilities
incurred through the effective date of termination, including obligations that extend beyond the effect-
ive date of termination.

5. The Commission shall not bear any costs related to a state that is found to be in default or that has
been terminated from the Compact, unless agreed upon in writing between the Commission and the
defaulting state.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0300


6. The defaulting state may appeal the action of the Commission by petitioning the United States Dis-
trict Court for the District of Columbia or the federal district where the Commission has its principal
offices. The prevailing member shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including reasonable attor-
ney fees.

C. Dispute resolution.

1. Upon request by a member state, the Commission shall attempt to resolve disputes related to the
Compact that arise among member states and between member and nonmember states.

2. The Commission shall promulgate a rule providing for both mediation and binding dispute res-
olution for disputes as appropriate.

D. Enforcement.

1. The Commission, in the reasonable exercise of its discretion, shall enforce the provisions and rules
of this Compact.

2. By majority vote, the Commission may initiate legal action in the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia or the federal district where the Commission has its principal offices against a
member state in default to enforce compliance with the provisions of the Compact and its promulgated
rules and bylaws. The relief sought may include both injunctive relief and damages. In the event judi-
cial enforcement is necessary, the prevailing member shall be awarded all costs of such litigation,
including reasonable attorney fees.

3. The remedies herein shall not be the exclusive remedies of the Commission. The Commission may
pursue any other remedies available under federal or state law.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3495. Date of implementation of the Interstate Commission for Physical Therapy Practice
and associated rules, withdrawal, and amendment.
A. The Compact shall come into effect on the date on which the Compact statute is enacted into law in
the tenth member state. The provisions, which become effective at that time, shall be limited to the
powers granted to the Commission relating to assembly and the promulgation of rules. Thereafter, the
Commission shall meet and exercise rulemaking powers necessary to the implementation and admin-
istration of the Compact.

B. Any state that joins the Compact subsequent to the Commission's initial adoption of the rules shall
be subject to the rules as they exist on the date on which the Compact becomes law in that state. Any
rule that has been previously adopted by the Commission shall have the full force and effect of law on
the day the Compact becomes law in that state.

C. Any member state may withdraw from this Compact by enacting a statute repealing the same.

1. A member state's withdrawal shall not take effect until six months after enactment of the repealing
statute.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0300


2. Withdrawal shall not affect the continuing requirement of the withdrawing state's physical therapy
licensing board to comply with the investigative and adverse action reporting requirements of this act
prior to the effective date of withdrawal.

D. Nothing contained in this Compact shall be construed to invalidate or prevent any physical therapy
licensure agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a member state and a nonmember
state that does not conflict with the provisions of this Compact.

E. This Compact may be amended by the member states. No amendment to this Compact shall
become effective and binding upon any member state until it is enacted into the laws of all member
states.

2019, c. 300.

§ 54.1-3496. Construction and severability.
This Compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of
this Compact shall be severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision of this Compact is
declared to be contrary to the constitution of any party state or the Constitution of the United States, or
the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the valid-
ity of the remainder of this Compact and the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person,
or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this Compact shall be held contrary to the constitution
of any party state, the Compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining party states and
in full force and effect as to the party state affected as to all severable matters.

2019, c. 300.

Chapter 35 - Professional Counseling

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-3500. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Appraisal activities" means the exercise of professional judgment based on observations and object-
ive assessments of a client's behavior to evaluate current functioning, diagnose, and select appro-
priate treatment required to remediate identified problems or to make appropriate referrals.

"Art therapist" means a person who has (i) completed a master's or doctoral degree program in art ther-
apy, or an equivalent course of study, from an accredited educational institution; (ii) satisfied the
requirements for licensure set forth in regulations adopted by the Board; and (iii) been issued a
license for the independent practice of art therapy by the Board.

"Art therapy" means the integrated use of psychotherapeutic principles, visual art media, and the cre-
ative process in the assessment, treatment, and remediation of psychosocial, emotional, cognitive,
physical, and developmental disorders in children, adolescents, adults, families, or groups.
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"Art therapy associate" means a person who has (i) completed a master's or doctoral degree program
in art therapy, or an equivalent course of study from an accredited educational institution; (ii) satisfied
the requirements for licensure set forth in regulations adopted by the Board; and (iii) been issued a
license to practice art therapy under an approved clinical supervisor in accordance with regulations of
the Board.

"Board" means the Board of Counseling.

"Certified substance abuse counseling assistant" means a person certified by the Board to practice in
accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-3507.2.

"Certified substance abuse counselor" means a person certified by the Board to practice in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 54.1-3507.1.

"Counseling" means the application of principles, standards, and methods of the counseling pro-
fession in (i) conducting assessments and diagnoses for the purpose of establishing treatment goals
and objectives and (ii) planning, implementing, and evaluating treatment plans using treatment inter-
ventions to facilitate human development and to identify and remediate mental, emotional, or beha-
vioral disorders and associated distresses that interfere with mental health.

"Licensed substance abuse treatment practitioner" means a person who: (i) is trained in and engages
in the practice of substance abuse treatment with individuals or groups of individuals suffering from
the effects of substance abuse or dependence, and in the prevention of substance abuse or depend-
ence; and (ii) is licensed to provide advanced substance abuse treatment and independent, direct,
and unsupervised treatment to such individuals or groups of individuals, and to plan, evaluate, super-
vise, and direct substance abuse treatment provided by others.

"Marriage and family therapist" means a person trained in the appraisal and treatment of cognitive,
affective, or behavioral mental and emotional disorders within the context of marriage and family sys-
tems through the application of therapeutic and family systems theories and techniques.

"Marriage and family therapy" means the appraisal and treatment of cognitive, affective, or behavioral
mental and emotional disorders within the context of marriage and family systems through the applic-
ation of therapeutic and family systems theories and techniques and delivery of services to indi-
viduals, couples, and families, singularly or in groups, for the purpose of treating such disorders.

"Practice of counseling" means rendering or offering to render to individuals, groups, organizations, or
the general public any service involving the application of principles, standards, and methods of the
counseling profession, which shall include appraisal, counseling, and referral activities.

"Practice of marriage and family therapy" means the appraisal and treatment of cognitive, affective, or
behavioral mental and emotional disorders within the context of marriage and family systems through
the application of therapeutic and family systems theories and techniques, which shall include assess-
ment, treatment, and referral activities.



"Practice of substance abuse treatment" means rendering or offering to render substance abuse treat-
ment to individuals, groups, organizations, or the general public.

"Professional counselor" means a person trained in the application of principles, standards, and meth-
ods of the counseling profession, including counseling interventions designed to facilitate an indi-
vidual's achievement of human development goals and remediating mental, emotional, or behavioral
disorders and associated distresses that interfere with mental health and development.

"Qualified mental health professional" includes qualified mental health professionals-adult and qual-
ified mental health professionals-child.

"Qualified mental health professional-adult" means a qualified mental health professional who
provides collaborative mental health services for adults. A qualified mental health professional-adult
shall provide such services as an employee or independent contractor of the Department of Beha-
vioral Health and Developmental Services or the Department of Corrections, or as a provider licensed
by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services.

"Qualified mental health professional-child" means a person who by education and experience is pro-
fessionally qualified and registered by the Board to provide collaborative mental health services for
children and adolescents up to 22 years of age. A qualified mental health professional-child shall
provide such services as an employee or independent contractor of the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services or the Department of Corrections, or as a provider licensed by the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services.

"Qualified mental health professional-trainee" means a person who is receiving supervised training to
qualify as a qualified mental health professional and is registered with the Board.

"Referral activities" means the evaluation of data to identify problems and to determine advisability of
referral to other specialists.

"Registered peer recovery specialist" means a person who by education and experience is pro-
fessionally qualified and registered by the Board to provide collaborative services to assist individuals
in achieving sustained recovery from the effects of addiction or mental illness, or both. A registered
peer recovery specialist shall provide such services as an employee or independent contractor of the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, a provider licensed by the Department
of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, a practitioner licensed by or holding a permit
issued from the Department of Health Professions, or a facility licensed by the Department of Health.

"Residency" means a post-internship supervised clinical experience registered with the Board.

"Resident" means an individual who has submitted a supervisory contract to the Board and has
received Board approval to provide clinical services in professional counseling under supervision.

"Substance abuse" and "substance dependence" mean a maladaptive pattern of substance use lead-
ing to clinically significant impairment or distress.



"Substance abuse treatment" means (i) the application of specific knowledge, skills, substance abuse
treatment theory, and substance abuse treatment techniques to define goals and develop a treatment
plan of action regarding substance abuse or dependence prevention, education, or treatment in the
substance abuse or dependence recovery process and (ii) referrals to medical, social services, psy-
chological, psychiatric, or legal resources when such referrals are indicated.

"Supervision" means the ongoing process, performed by a supervisor, of monitoring the performance
of the person supervised and providing regular, documented individual or group consultation, guid-
ance, and instruction with respect to the clinical skills and competencies of the person supervised.

1976, c. 608, §§ 54-924, 54-932; 1983, c. 115; 1986, cc. 64, 464; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 342; 1995, c.
820; 1997, c. 901; 2000, c. 473; 2001, c. 460; 2013, c. 264; 2017, cc. 418, 426; 2018, cc. 171, 375,
803; 2019, cc. 101, 217; 2020, c. 301.

§ 54.1-3500.1. (Effective January 1, 2024) Counseling Compact.
The General Assembly hereby enacts, and the Commonwealth of Virginia hereby enters into, the
Counseling Compact with any and all states legally joining therein according to its terms, in the form
substantially as follows:

COUNSELING COMPACT

Article I. Purpose.

The purpose of this Compact is to facilitate interstate practice of Licensed Professional Counselors
with the goal of improving public access to Professional Counseling services. The practice of Pro-
fessional Counseling occurs in the State where the client is located at the time of the counseling ser-
vices. The Compact preserves the regulatory authority of States to protect public health and safety
through the current system of State licensure.

This Compact is designed to achieve the following objectives:

1. Increase public access to Professional Counseling services by providing for the mutual recognition
of other Member State licenses;

2. Enhance the States' ability to protect the public's health and safety;

3. Encourage the cooperation of Member States in regulating multistate practice for Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselors;

4. Support spouses of relocating Active Duty Military personnel;

5. Enhance the exchange of licensure, investigative, and disciplinary information among Member
States;

6. Allow for the use of Telehealth technology to facilitate increased access to Professional Counseling
services;
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7. Support the uniformity of Professional Counseling licensure requirements throughout the States to
promote public safety and public health benefits;

8. Invest all Member States with the authority to hold a Licensed Professional Counselor accountable
for meeting all State practice laws in the State in which the client is located at the time care is
rendered through the mutual recognition of Member State licenses;

9. Eliminate the necessity for licenses in multiple States; and

10. Provide opportunities for interstate practice by Licensed Professional Counselors who meet uni-
form licensure requirements.

Article II. Definitions.

As used in this Compact, and except as otherwise provided, the following definitions shall apply:

"Active Duty Military" means full-time duty status in the active uniformed service of the United States,
including members of the National Guard and Reserve on active duty orders pursuant to 10 U.S.C.
Chapters 1209 and 1211.

"Adverse Action" means any administrative, civil, equitable, or criminal action permitted by a State's
laws which is imposed by a licensing board or other authority against a Licensed Professional Coun-
selor, including actions against an individual's license or Privilege to Practice such as revocation, sus-
pension, probation, monitoring of the licensee, limitation on the licensee's practice, or any other
Encumbrance on licensure affecting a Licensed Professional Counselor's authorization to practice,
including issuance of a cease and desist action.

"Alternative Program" means a non-disciplinary monitoring or practice remediation process approved
by a Professional Counseling Licensing Board to address Impaired Practitioners.

"Continuing Competence/Education" means a requirement, as a condition of license renewal, to
provide evidence of participation in, and/or completion of, educational and professional activities rel-
evant to practice or area of work.

"Counseling Compact Commission" or "Commission" means the national administrative body whose
membership consists of all States that have enacted the Compact.

"Current Significant Investigative Information" means:

1. Investigative Information that a Licensing Board, after a preliminary inquiry that includes notification
and an opportunity for the Licensed Professional Counselor to respond, if required by State law, has
reason to believe is not groundless and, if proved true, would indicate more than a minor infraction; or

2. Investigative Information that indicates that the Licensed Professional Counselor represents an
immediate threat to public health and safety regardless of whether the Licensed Professional Coun-
selor has been notified and had an opportunity to respond.



"Data System" means a repository of information about Licensees, including, but not limited to, con-
tinuing education, examination, licensure, investigative, Privilege to Practice, and Adverse Action
information.

"Encumbered License" means a license in which an Adverse Action restricts the practice of licensed
Professional Counseling by the Licensee and said Adverse Action has been reported to the National
Practitioners Data Bank (NPDB).

"Encumbrance" means a revocation or suspension of, or any limitation on, the full and unrestricted
practice of Licensed Professional Counseling by a Licensing Board.

"Executive Committee" means a group of directors elected or appointed to act on behalf of, and within
the powers granted to them by, the Commission.

"Home State" means the Member State that is the Licensee's primary State of residence.

"Impaired Practitioner" means an individual who has a condition(s) that may impair their ability to prac-
tice as a Licensed Professional Counselor without some type of intervention and may include, but are
not limited to, alcohol and drug dependence, mental health impairment, and neurological or physical
impairments.

"Investigative Information" means information, records, and documents received or generated by a Pro-
fessional Counseling Licensing Board pursuant to an investigation.

"Jurisprudence Requirement" if required by a Member State, means the assessment of an individual's
knowledge of the laws and Rules governing the practice of Professional Counseling in a State.

"Licensed Professional Counselor" means a counselor licensed by a Member State, regardless of the
title used by that State, to independently assess, diagnose, and treat behavioral health conditions.

"Licensee" means an individual who currently holds an authorization from the State to practice as a
Licensed Professional Counselor.

"Licensing Board" means the agency of a State, or equivalent, that is responsible for the licensing and
regulation of Licensed Professional Counselors.

"Member State" means a State that has enacted the Compact.

"Privilege to Practice" means a legal authorization, which is equivalent to a license, permitting the
practice of Professional Counseling in a Remote State.

"Professional Counseling" means the assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of behavioral health con-
ditions by a Licensed Professional Counselor.

"Remote State" means a Member State other than the Home State, where a Licensee is exercising or
seeking to exercise the Privilege to Practice.

"Rule" means a regulation promulgated by the Commission that has the force of law.



"Single State License" means a Licensed Professional Counselor license issued by a Member State
that authorizes practice only within the issuing State and does not include a Privilege to Practice in
any other Member State.

"State" means any state, commonwealth, district, or territory of the United States of America that reg-
ulates the practice of Professional Counseling.

"Telehealth" means the application of telecommunication technology to deliver Professional Coun-
seling services remotely to assess, diagnose, and treat behavioral health conditions.

"Unencumbered License" means a license that authorizes a Licensed Professional Counselor to
engage in the full and unrestricted practice of Professional Counseling.

Article III. State Participation in the Compact.

A. To Participate in the Compact, a State must currently:

1. License and regulate Licensed Professional Counselors;

2. Require Licensees to pass a nationally recognized exam approved by the Commission;

3. Require Licensees to have a 60 semester-hour (or 90 quarter-hour) master's degree in counseling
or 60 semester-hours (or 90 quarter-hours) of graduate course work including the following topic
areas:

a. Professional Counseling Orientation and Ethical Practice;

b. Social and Cultural Diversity;

c. Human Growth and Development;

d. Career Development;

e. Counseling and Helping Relationships;

f. Group Counseling and Group Work;

g. Diagnosis and Treatment; Assessment and Testing;

h. Research and Program Evaluation; and

i. Other areas as determined by the Commission.

4. Require Licensees to complete a supervised postgraduate professional experience as defined by
the Commission; and

5. Have a mechanism in place for receiving and investigating complaints about Licensees.

B. A Member State shall:

1. Participate fully in the Commission's Data System, including using the Commission's unique iden-
tifier as defined in Rules;



2. Notify the Commission, in compliance with the terms of the Compact and Rules, of any Adverse
Action or the availability of Investigative Information regarding a Licensee;

3. Implement or utilize procedures for considering the criminal history records of applicants for an ini-
tial Privilege to Practice. These procedures shall include the submission of fingerprints or other bio-
metric-based information by applicants for the purpose of obtaining an applicant's criminal history
record information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the agency responsible for retaining
that State's criminal records;

a. A member state must fully implement a criminal background check requirement, within a time frame
established by rule, by receiving the results of the Federal Bureau of Investigation record search and
shall use the results in making licensure decisions.

b. Communication between a Member State, the Commission and among Member States regarding
the verification of eligibility for licensure through the Compact shall not include any information
received from the Federal Bureau of Investigation relating to a federal criminal records check per-
formed by a Member State under Public Law 92-544.

4. Comply with the Rules of the Commission;

5. Require an applicant to obtain or retain a license in the Home State and meet the Home State's
qualifications for licensure or renewal of licensure, as well as all other applicable State laws;

6. Grant the Privilege to Practice to a Licensee holding a valid Unencumbered License in another
Member State in accordance with the terms of the Compact and Rules; and

7. Provide for the attendance of the State's commissioner to the Counseling Compact Commission
meetings.

C. Member States may charge a fee for granting the Privilege to Practice.

D. Individuals not residing in a Member State shall continue to be able to apply for a Member State's
Single State License as provided under the laws of each Member State. However, the Single State
License granted to these individuals shall not be recognized as granting a Privilege to Practice Pro-
fessional Counseling in any other Member State.

E. Nothing in this Compact shall affect the requirements established by a Member State for the issu-
ance of a Single State License.

F. A license issued to a Licensed Professional Counselor by a Home State to a resident in that State
shall be recognized by each Member State as authorizing a Licensed Professional Counselor to prac-
tice Professional Counseling, under a Privilege to Practice, in each Member State.

Article IV. Privilege to Practice.

A. To exercise the Privilege to Practice under the terms and provisions of the Compact, the Licensee
shall:

1. Hold a license in the Home State;



2. Have a valid United States Social Security Number or National Practitioner Identifier;

3. Be eligible for a Privilege to Practice in any Member State in accordance with subsections D, G,
and H;

4. Have not had any Encumbrance or restriction against any license or Privilege to Practice within the
previous two (2) years;

5. Notify the Commission that the Licensee is seeking the Privilege to Practice within a Remote State
(s);

6. Pay any applicable fees, including any State fee, for the Privilege to Practice;

7. Meet any Continuing Competence/Education requirements established by the Home State;

8. Meet any Jurisprudence Requirements established by the Remote State(s) in which the Licensee is
seeking a Privilege to Practice; and

9. Report to the Commission any Adverse Action, Encumbrance, or restriction on license taken by any
non-Member State within 30 days from the date the action is taken.

B. The Privilege to Practice is valid until the expiration date of the Home State license. The Licensee
must comply with the requirements of subsection A to maintain the Privilege to Practice in the Remote
State.

C. A Licensee providing Professional Counseling in a Remote State under the Privilege to Practice
shall adhere to the laws and regulations of the Remote State.

D. A Licensee providing Professional Counseling services in a Remote State is subject to that State's
regulatory authority. A Remote State may, in accordance with due process and that State's laws,
remove a Licensee's Privilege to Practice in the Remote State for a specific period of time, impose
fines, and/or take any other necessary actions to protect the health and safety of its citizens. The
Licensee may be ineligible for a Privilege to Practice in any Member State until the specific time for
removal has passed and all fines are paid.

E. If a Home State license is encumbered, the Licensee shall lose the Privilege to Practice in any
Remote State until the following occur:

1. The Home State license is no longer encumbered; and

2. Have not had any Encumbrance or restriction against any license or Privilege to Practice within the
previous two (2) years.

F. Once an Encumbered License in the Home State is restored to good standing, the Licensee must
meet the requirements of subsection A to obtain a Privilege to Practice in any Remote State.

G. If a Licensee's Privilege to Practice in any Remote State is removed, the individual may lose the
Privilege to Practice in all other Remote States until the following occur:

1. The specific period of time for which the Privilege to Practice was removed has ended;



2. All fines have been paid; and

3. Have not had any Encumbrance or restriction against any license or Privilege to Practice within the
previous two (2) years.

H. Once the requirements of subsection G have been met, the Licensee must meet the requirements
in subsection A to obtain a Privilege to Practice in a Remote State.

Article V. Obtaining a New Home State License Based on a Privilege to Practice.

A. A Licensed Professional Counselor may hold a Home State license, which allows for a Privilege to
Practice in other Member States, in only one Member State at a time.

B. If a Licensed Professional Counselor changes primary State of residence by moving between two
Member States:

1. The Licensed Professional Counselor shall file an application for obtaining a new Home State
license based on a Privilege to Practice, pay all applicable fees, and notify the current and new Home
State in accordance with applicable Rules adopted by the Commission.

2. Upon receipt of an application for obtaining a new Home State license by virtue of a Privilege to
Practice, the new Home State shall verify that the Licensed Professional Counselor meets the per-
tinent criteria outlined in Article IV via the Data System, without need for primary source verification
except for:

a. A Federal Bureau of Investigation fingerprint based criminal background check if not previously per-
formed or updated pursuant to applicable rules adopted by the Commission in accordance with Public
Law 92-544;

b. Other criminal background check as required by the new Home State; and

c. Completion of any requisite Jurisprudence Requirements of the new Home State.

3. The former Home State shall convert the former Home State license into a Privilege to Practice
once the new Home State has activated the new Home State license in accordance with applicable
Rules adopted by the Commission.

4. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Compact, if the Licensed Professional Counselor cannot
meet the criteria in Article IV, the new Home State may apply its requirements for issuing a new Single
State License.

5. The Licensed Professional Counselor shall pay all applicable fees to the new Home State in order
to be issued a new Home State license.

C. If a Licensed Professional Counselor changes Primary State of Residence by moving from a Mem-
ber State to a non-Member State, or from a non-Member State to a Member State, the State criteria
shall apply for issuance of a Single State License in the new State.



D. Nothing in this Compact shall interfere with a Licensee's ability to hold a Single State License in
multiple States, however for the purposes of this Compact, a Licensee shall have only one Home
State license.

E. Nothing in this Compact shall affect the requirements established by a Member State for the issu-
ance of a Single State License.

Article VI. Active Duty Military Personnel or their Spouses.

Active Duty Military personnel, or their spouse, shall designate a Home State where the individual has
a current license in good standing. The individual may retain the Home State designation during the
period the service member is on active duty. Subsequent to designating a Home State, the individual
shall only change their Home State through application for licensure in the new State, or through the
process outlined in Article V.

Article VII. Compact Privilege to Practice Telehealth.

A. Member States shall recognize the right of a Licensed Professional Counselor, licensed by a Home
State in accordance with Article III and under Rules promulgated by the Commission, to practice Pro-
fessional Counseling in any Member State via Telehealth under a Privilege to Practice as provided in
the Compact and Rules promulgated by the Commission.

B. A Licensee providing Professional Counseling services in a Remote State under the Privilege to
Practice shall adhere to the laws and regulations of the Remote State.

Article VIII. Adverse Actions.

A. In addition to the other powers conferred by State law, a Remote State shall have the authority, in
accordance with existing State due process law, to:

1. Take Adverse Action against a Licensed Professional Counselor's Privilege to Practice within that
Member State, and

2. Issue subpoenas for both hearings and investigations that require the attendance and testimony of
witnesses as well as the production of evidence. Subpoenas issued by a Licensing Board in a Mem-
ber State for the attendance and testimony of witnesses or the production of evidence from another
Member State shall be enforced in the latter State by any court of competent jurisdiction, according to
the practice and procedure of that court applicable to subpoenas issued in proceedings pending
before it. The issuing authority shall pay any witness fees, travel expenses, mileage, and other fees
required by the service statutes of the State in which the witnesses or evidence are located.

3. Only the Home State shall have the power to take Adverse Action against a Licensed Professional
Counselor's license issued by the Home State.

B. For purposes of taking Adverse Action, the Home State shall give the same priority and effect to
reported conduct received from a Member State as it would if the conduct had occurred within the



Home State. In so doing, the Home State shall apply its own State laws to determine appropriate
action.

C. The Home State shall complete any pending investigations of a Licensed Professional Counselor
who changes primary State of residence during the course of the investigations. The Home State shall
also have the authority to take appropriate action(s) and shall promptly report the conclusions of the
investigations to the administrator of the Data System. The administrator of the coordinated licensure
information system shall promptly notify the new Home State of any Adverse Actions.

D. A Member State, if otherwise permitted by State law, may recover from the affected Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselor the costs of investigations and dispositions of cases resulting from any Adverse
Action taken against that Licensed Professional Counselor.

E. A Member State may take Adverse Action based on the factual findings of the Remote State,
provided that the Member State follows its own procedures for taking the Adverse Action.

F. Joint Investigations:

1. In addition to the authority granted to a Member State by its respective Professional Counseling
practice act or other applicable State law, any Member State may participate with other Member
States in joint investigations of Licensees.

2. Member States shall share any investigative, litigation, or compliance materials in furtherance of
any joint or individual investigation initiated under the Compact.

G. If Adverse Action is taken by the Home State against the license of a Licensed Professional Coun-
selor, the Licensed Professional Counselor's Privilege to Practice in all other Member States shall be
deactivated until all Encumbrances have been removed from the State license. All Home State dis-
ciplinary orders that impose Adverse Action against the license of a Licensed Professional Counselor
shall include a Statement that the Licensed Professional Counselor's Privilege to Practice is deac-
tivated in all Member States during the pendency of the order.

H. If a Member State takes Adverse Action, it shall promptly notify the administrator of the Data Sys-
tem. The administrator of the Data System shall promptly notify the Home State of any Adverse
Actions by Remote States.

I. Nothing in this Compact shall override a Member State's decision that participation in an Alternative
Program may be used in lieu of Adverse Action.

Article IX. Establishment of Counseling Compact Commission.

A. The Compact Member States hereby create and establish a joint public agency known as the Coun-
seling Compact Commission:

1. The Commission is an instrumentality of the Compact States.

2. Venue is proper and judicial proceedings by or against the Commission shall be brought solely and
exclusively in a court of competent jurisdiction where the principal office of the Commission is located.



The Commission may waive venue and jurisdictional defenses to the extent it adopts or consents to
participate in alternative dispute resolution proceedings.

3. Nothing in this Compact shall be construed to be a waiver of sovereign immunity.

B. Membership, Voting, and Meetings

1. Each Member State shall have and be limited to one (1) delegate selected by that Member State's
Licensing Board.

2. The delegate shall be either:

a. A current member of the Licensing Board at the time of appointment, who is a Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselor or public member; or

b. An administrator of the Licensing Board.

3. Any delegate may be removed or suspended from office as provided by the law of the State from
which the delegate is appointed.

4. The Member State Licensing Board shall fill any vacancy occurring on the Commission within 60
days.

5. Each delegate shall be entitled to one (1) vote with regard to the promulgation of Rules and creation
of bylaws and shall otherwise have an opportunity to participate in the business and affairs of the Com-
mission.

6. A delegate shall vote in person or by such other means as provided in the bylaws. The bylaws may
provide for delegates' participation in meetings by telephone or other means of communication.

7. The Commission shall meet at least once during each calendar year. Additional meetings shall be
held as set forth in the bylaws.

8. The Commission shall by Rule establish a term of office for delegates and may by Rule establish
term limits.

C. The Commission shall have the following powers and duties:

1. Establish the fiscal year of the Commission;

2. Establish bylaws;

3. Maintain its financial records in accordance with the bylaws;

4. Meet and take such actions as are consistent with the provisions of this Compact and the bylaws;

5. Promulgate Rules which shall be binding to the extent and in the manner provided for in the Com-
pact;

6. Bring and prosecute legal proceedings or actions in the name of the Commission, provided that the
standing of any State Licensing Board to sue or be sued under applicable law shall not be affected;

7. Purchase and maintain insurance and bonds;



8. Borrow, accept, or contract for services of personnel, including, but not limited to, employees of a
Member State;

9. Hire employees, elect or appoint officers, fix compensation, define duties, grant such individuals
appropriate authority to carry out the purposes of the Compact, and establish the Commission's per-
sonnel policies and programs relating to conflicts of interest, qualifications of personnel, and other
related personnel matters;

10. Accept any and all appropriate donations and grants of money, equipment, supplies, materials,
and services, and to receive, utilize, and dispose of the same; provided that at all times the Com-
mission shall avoid any appearance of impropriety and/or conflict of interest;

11. Lease, purchase, accept appropriate gifts or donations of, or otherwise to own, hold, improve, or
use, any property, real, personal, or mixed; provided that at all times the Commission shall avoid any
appearance of impropriety;

12. Sell convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, abandon, or otherwise dispose of any property
real, personal, or mixed;

13. Establish a budget and make expenditures;

14. Borrow money;

15. Appoint committees, including standing committees composed of members, State regulators, State
legislators or their representatives, and consumer representatives, and such other interested persons
as may be designated in this Compact and the bylaws;

16. Provide and receive information from, and cooperate with, law enforcement agencies;

17. Establish and elect an Executive Committee; and

18. Perform such other functions as may be necessary or appropriate to achieve the purposes of this
Compact consistent with the State regulation of Professional Counseling licensure and practice.

D. The Executive Committee

1. The Executive Committee shall have the power to act on behalf of the Commission according to the
terms of this Compact.

2. The Executive Committee shall be composed of up to eleven (11) members:

a. Seven voting members who are elected by the Commission from the current membership of the
Commission; and

b. Up to four (4) ex-officio, nonvoting members from four (4) recognized national professional coun-
selor organizations.

c. The ex-officio members will be selected by their respective organizations.

3. The Commission may remove any member of the Executive Committee as provided in bylaws.



4. The Executive Committee shall meet at least annually.

5. The Executive Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a. Recommend to the entire Commission changes to the Rules or bylaws, changes to this Compact
legislation, fees paid by Compact Member States such as annual dues, and any Commission Com-
pact fee charged to Licensees for the Privilege to Practice;

b. Ensure Compact administration services are appropriately provided, contractual or otherwise;

c. Prepare and recommend the budget;

d. Maintain financial records on behalf of the Commission;

e. Monitor Compact compliance of Member States and provide compliance reports to the Commission;

f. Establish additional committees as necessary; and

g. Other duties as provided in Rules or bylaws.

E. Meetings of the Commission

1. All meetings shall be open to the public, and public notice of meetings shall be given in the same
manner as required under the Rulemaking provisions in Article XI.

2. The Commission or the Executive Committee or other committees of the Commission may convene
in a closed, non-public meeting if the Commission or Executive Committee or other committees of the
Commission must discuss:

a. Non-compliance of a Member State with its obligations under the Compact;

b. The employment, compensation, discipline, or other matters, practices, or procedures related to spe-
cific employees or other matters related to the Commission's internal personnel practices and pro-
cedures;

c. Current, threatened, or reasonably anticipated litigation;

d. Negotiation of contracts for the purchase, lease, or sale of goods, services, or real estate;

e. Accusing any person of a crime or formally censuring any person;

f. Disclosure of trade secrets or commercial or financial information that is privileged or confidential;

g. Disclosure of information of a personal nature where disclosure would constitute a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy;

h. Disclosure of investigative records compiled for law enforcement purposes;

i. Disclosure of information related to any investigative reports prepared by or on behalf of or for use of
the Commission or other committee charged with responsibility of investigation or determination of
compliance issues pursuant to the Compact; or

j. Matters specifically exempted from disclosure by federal or Member State statute.



3. If a meeting, or portion of a meeting, is closed pursuant to this provision, the Commission's legal
counsel or designee shall certify that the meeting may be closed and shall reference each relevant
exempting provision.

4. The Commission shall keep minutes that fully and clearly describe all matters discussed in a meet-
ing and shall provide a full and accurate summary of actions taken, and the reasons therefore, includ-
ing a description of the views expressed. All documents considered in connection with an action shall
be identified in such minutes. All minutes and documents of a closed meeting shall remain under seal,
subject to release by a majority vote of the Commission or order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

F. Financing of the Commission

1. The Commission shall pay, or provide for the payment of, the reasonable expenses of its estab-
lishment, organization, and ongoing activities.

2. The Commission may accept any and all appropriate revenue sources, donations, and grants of
money, equipment, supplies, materials, and services.

3. The Commission may levy on and collect an annual assessment from each Member State or
impose fees on other parties to cover the cost of the operations and activities of the Commission and
its staff, which must be in a total amount sufficient to cover its annual budget as approved each year
for which revenue is not provided by other sources. The aggregate annual assessment amount shall
be allocated based upon a formula to be determined by the Commission, which shall promulgate a
Rule binding upon all Member States.

4. The Commission shall not incur obligations of any kind prior to securing the funds adequate to meet
the same; nor shall the Commission pledge the credit of any of the Member States, except by and with
the authority of the Member State.

5. The Commission shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements. The receipts and
disbursements of the Commission shall be subject to the audit and accounting procedures estab-
lished under its bylaws. However, all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by the Com-
mission shall be audited yearly by a certified or licensed public accountant, and the report of the audit
shall be included in and become part of the annual report of the Commission.

G. Qualified Immunity, Defense, and Indemnification

1. The members, officers, executive director, employees, and representatives of the Commission shall
be immune from suit and liability, either personally or in their official capacity, for any claim for damage
to or loss of property or personal injury or other civil liability caused by or arising out of any actual or
alleged act, error, or omission that occurred, or that the person against whom the claim is made had a
reasonable basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or
responsibilities; provided that nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to protect any such person
from suit and/or liability for any damage, loss, injury, or liability caused by the intentional or willful or
wanton misconduct of that person.



2. The Commission shall defend any member, officer, executive director, employee, or representative
of the Commission in any civil action seeking to impose liability arising out of any actual or alleged
act, error, or omission that occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or respons-
ibilities, or that the person against whom the claim is made had a reasonable basis for believing
occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities; provided that noth-
ing herein shall be construed to prohibit that person from retaining his or her own counsel; and
provided further, that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from that person's inten-
tional or willful or wanton misconduct.

3. The Commission shall indemnify and hold harmless any member, officer, executive director,
employee, or representative of the Commission for the amount of any settlement or judgment obtained
against that person arising out of any actual or alleged act, error, or omission that occurred within the
scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, or that such person had a reasonable
basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties, or responsibilities,
provided that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from the intentional or willful or
wanton misconduct of that person.

Article X. Data System.

A. The Commission shall provide for the development, maintenance, operation, and utilization of a
coordinated database and reporting system containing licensure, Adverse Action, and Investigative
Information on all licensed individuals in Member States.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of State law to the contrary, a Member State shall submit a uni-
form data set to the Data System on all individuals to whom this Compact is applicable as required by
the Rules of the Commission, including:

1. Identifying information;

2. Licensure data;

3. Adverse Actions against a license or Privilege to Practice;

4. Non-confidential information related to Alternative Program participation;

5. Any denial of application for licensure, and the reason(s) for such denial;

6. Current Significant Investigative Information; and

7. Other information that may facilitate the administration of this Compact, as determined by the Rules
of the Commission.

C. Investigative Information pertaining to a Licensee in any Member State will only be available to
other Member States.

D. The Commission shall promptly notify all Member States of any Adverse Action taken against a
Licensee or an individual applying for a license. Adverse Action information pertaining to a Licensee
in any Member State will be available to any other Member State.



E. Member States contributing information to the Data System may designate information that may not
be shared with the public without the express permission of the contributing State.

F. Any information submitted to the Data System that is subsequently required to be expunged by the
laws of the Member State contributing the information shall be removed from the Data System.

Article XI. Rulemaking.

A. The Commission shall promulgate reasonable Rules in order to effectively and efficiently achieve
the purpose of the Compact. Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event the Commission exercises its
Rulemaking authority in a manner that is beyond the scope of the purposes of the Compact, or the
powers granted hereunder, then such an action by the Commission shall be invalid and have no force
or effect.

B. The Commission shall exercise its Rulemaking powers pursuant to the criteria set forth in this art-
icle and the Rules adopted thereunder. Rules and amendments shall become binding as of the date
specified in each Rule or amendment.

C. If a majority of the legislatures of the Member States rejects a Rule, by enactment of a statute or res-
olution in the same manner used to adopt the Compact within four (4) years of the date of adoption of
the Rule, then such Rule shall have no further force and effect in any Member State.

D. Rules or amendments to the Rules shall be adopted at a regular or special meeting of the Com-
mission.

E. Prior to promulgation and adoption of a final Rule or Rules by the Commission, and at least thirty
(30) days in advance of the meeting at which the Rule will be considered and voted upon, the Com-
mission shall file a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking:

1. On the website of the Commission or other publicly accessible platform; and

2. On the website of each Member State Professional Counseling Licensing Board or other publicly
accessible platform or the publication in which each State would otherwise publish proposed Rules.

F. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall include:

1. The proposed time, date, and location of the meeting in which the Rule will be considered and
voted upon;

2. The text of the proposed Rule or amendment and the reason for the proposed Rule;

3. A request for comments on the proposed Rule from any interested person; and

4. The manner in which interested persons may submit notice to the Commission of their intention to
attend the public hearing and any written comments.

G. Prior to adoption of a proposed Rule, the Commission shall allow persons to submit written data,
facts, opinions, and arguments, which shall be made available to the public.



H. The Commission shall grant an opportunity for a public hearing before it adopts a Rule or amend-
ment if a hearing is requested by:

1. At least twenty-five (25) persons;

2. A State or federal governmental subdivision or agency; or

3. An association having at least twenty-five (25) members.

I. If a hearing is held on the proposed Rule or amendment, the Commission shall publish the place,
time, and date of the scheduled public hearing. If the hearing is held via electronic means, the Com-
mission shall publish the mechanism for access to the electronic hearing.

1. All persons wishing to be heard at the hearing shall notify the executive director of the Commission
or other designated member in writing of their desire to appear and testify at the hearing not less than
five (5) business days before the scheduled date of the hearing.

2. Hearings shall be conducted in a manner providing each person who wishes to comment a fair and
reasonable opportunity to comment orally or in writing.

3. All hearings will be recorded. A copy of the recording will be made available on request.

4. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as requiring a separate hearing on each Rule. Rules
may be grouped for the convenience of the Commission at hearings required by this subsection.

J. Following the scheduled hearing date, or by the close of business on the scheduled hearing date if
the hearing was not held, the Commission shall consider all written and oral comments received.

K. If no written notice of intent to attend the public hearing by interested parties is received, the Com-
mission may proceed with promulgation of the proposed Rule without a public hearing.

L. The Commission shall, by majority vote of all members, take final action on the proposed Rule and
shall determine the effective date of the Rule, if any, based on the Rulemaking record and the full text
of the Rule.

M. Upon determination that an emergency exists, the Commission may consider and adopt an emer-
gency Rule without prior notice, opportunity for comment, or hearing, provided that the usual Rule-
making procedures provided in the Compact and in this article shall be retroactively applied to the
Rule as soon as reasonably possible, in no event later than ninety (90) days after the effective date of
the Rule. For the purposes of this provision, an emergency Rule is one that must be adopted imme-
diately in order to:

1. Meet an imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare;

2. Prevent a loss of Commission or Member State funds;

3. Meet a deadline for the promulgation of an administrative Rule that is established by federal law or
Rule; or

4. Protect public health and safety.



N. The Commission or an authorized committee of the Commission may direct revisions to a pre-
viously adopted Rule or amendment for purposes of correcting typographical errors, errors in format,
errors in consistency, or grammatical errors. Public notice of any revisions shall be posted on the web-
site of the Commission. The revision shall be subject to challenge by any person for a period of thirty
(30) days after posting. The revision may be challenged only on grounds that the revision results in a
material change to a Rule. A challenge shall be made in writing and delivered to the chair of the Com-
mission prior to the end of the notice period. If no challenge is made, the revision will take effect
without further action. If the revision is challenged, the revision may not take effect without the
approval of the Commission.

Article XII. Oversight, Dispute Resolution, and Enforcement.

A. Oversight

1. The executive, legislative, and judicial branches of State government in each Member State shall
enforce this Compact and take all actions necessary and appropriate to effectuate the Compact's pur-
poses and intent. The provisions of this Compact and the Rules promulgated hereunder shall have
standing as statutory law.

2. All courts shall take judicial notice of the Compact and the Rules in any judicial or administrative
proceeding in a Member State pertaining to the subject matter of this Compact which may affect the
powers, responsibilities, or actions of the Commission.

3. The Commission shall be entitled to receive service of process in any such proceeding and shall
have standing to intervene in such a proceeding for all purposes. Failure to provide service of process
to the Commission shall render a judgment or order void as to the Commission, this Compact, or pro-
mulgated Rules.

B. Default, Technical Assistance, and Termination

1. If the Commission determines that a Member State has defaulted in the performance of its oblig-
ations or responsibilities under this Compact or the promulgated Rules, the Commission shall:

a. Provide written notice to the defaulting State and other Member States of the nature of the default,
the proposed means of curing the default and/or any other action to be taken by the Commission; and

b. Provide remedial training and specific technical assistance regarding the default.

C. If a State in default fails to cure the default, the defaulting State may be terminated from the Com-
pact upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the Member States, and all rights, privileges, and benefits
conferred by this Compact may be terminated on the effective date of termination. A cure of the default
does not relieve the offending State of obligations or liabilities incurred during the period of default.

D. Termination of membership in the Compact shall be imposed only after all other means of securing
compliance have been exhausted. Notice of intent to suspend or terminate shall be given by the Com-



mission to the governor, the majority and minority leaders of the defaulting State's legislature, and
each of the Member States.

E. A State that has been terminated is responsible for all assessments, obligations, and liabilities
incurred through the effective date of termination, including obligations that extend beyond the effect-
ive date of termination.

F. The Commission shall not bear any costs related to a State that is found to be in default or that has
been terminated from the Compact, unless agreed upon in writing between the Commission and the
defaulting State.

G. The defaulting State may appeal the action of the Commission by petitioning the U.S. District Court
for the District of Columbia or the federal district where the Commission has its principal offices. The
prevailing member shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including reasonable attorney's fees.

H. Dispute Resolution

1. Upon request by a Member State, the Commission shall attempt to resolve disputes related to the
Compact that arise among Member States and between member and non-Member States.

2. The Commission shall promulgate a Rule providing for both mediation and binding dispute res-
olution for disputes as appropriate.

I. Enforcement

1. The Commission, in the reasonable exercise of its discretion, shall enforce the provisions and
Rules of this Compact.

2. By majority vote, the Commission may initiate legal action in the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia or the federal district where the Commission has its principal offices against a
Member State in default to enforce compliance with the provisions of the Compact and its promulgated
Rules and bylaws. The relief sought may include both injunctive relief and damages. In the event judi-
cial enforcement is necessary, the prevailing member shall be awarded all costs of such litigation,
including reasonable attorney's fees.

3. The remedies herein shall not be the exclusive remedies of the Commission. The Commission may
pursue any other remedies available under federal or State law.

Article XIII. Date of Implementation of the Counseling Compact Commission and Associated Rules,
Withdrawal, and Amendment.

A. The Compact shall come into effect on the date on which the Compact statute is enacted into law in
the tenth Member State. The provisions, which become effective at that time, shall be limited to the
powers granted to the Commission relating to assembly and the promulgation of Rules. Thereafter,
the Commission shall meet and exercise Rulemaking powers necessary to the implementation and
administration of the Compact.



B. Any State that joins the Compact subsequent to the Commission's initial adoption of the Rules shall
be subject to the Rules as they exist on the date on which the Compact becomes law in that State.
Any Rule that has been previously adopted by the Commission shall have the full force and effect of
law on the day the Compact becomes law in that State.

C. Any Member State may withdraw from this Compact by enacting a statute repealing the same.

1. A Member State's withdrawal shall not take effect until six (6) months after enactment of the repeal-
ing statute.

2. Withdrawal shall not affect the continuing requirement of the withdrawing State's Professional Coun-
seling Licensing Board to comply with the investigative and Adverse Action reporting requirements of
this act prior to the effective date of withdrawal.

D. Nothing contained in this Compact shall be construed to invalidate or prevent any Professional
Counseling licensure agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a Member State and a
non-Member State that does not conflict with the provisions of this Compact.

E. This Compact may be amended by the Member States. No amendment to this Compact shall
become effective and binding upon any Member State until it is enacted into the laws of all Member
States.

Article XIV. Construction and Severability.

This Compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of
this Compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision of this Compact is
declared to be contrary to the constitution of any Member State or of the United States or the applic-
ability thereof to any government, agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of this Compact and the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person, or cir-
cumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this Compact shall be held contrary to the constitution of
any Member State, the Compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining Member
States and in full force and effect as to the Member State affected as to all severable matters.

Article XV. Binding Effect of Compact and Other Laws.

A. A Licensee providing Professional Counseling services in a Remote State under the Privilege to
Practice shall adhere to the laws and regulations, including scope of practice, of the Remote State.

B. Nothing herein prevents the enforcement of any other law of a Member State that is not inconsistent
with the Compact.

C. Any laws in a Member State in conflict with the Compact are superseded to the extent of the con-
flict.

D. Any lawful actions of the Commission, including all Rules and bylaws properly promulgated by the
Commission, are binding upon the Member States.



E. All permissible agreements between the Commission and the Member States are binding in accord-
ance with their terms.

F. In the event any provision of the Compact exceeds the constitutional limits imposed on the legis-
lature of any Member State, the provision shall be ineffective to the extent of the conflict with the con-
stitutional provision in question in that Member State.

2023, cc. 684, 685.

§ 54.1-3501. Exemption from requirements of licensure.
The requirements for licensure in this chapter shall not be applicable to:

1. Persons who render services that are like or similar to those falling within the scope of the clas-
sifications or categories in this chapter, including persons acting as members of substance abuse self-
help groups, so long as the recipients or beneficiaries of such services are not subject to any charge
or fee, or any financial requirement, actual or implied, and the person rendering such service is not
held out, by himself or otherwise, as a person licensed under this chapter.

2. The activities or services of a student pursuing a course of study in counseling, substance abuse
treatment or marriage and family therapy in an institution accredited by an accrediting agency recog-
nized by the Board or under the supervision of a person licensed or certified under this chapter, if such
activities or services constitute a part of the student's course of study and are adequately supervised.

3. The activities, including marriage and family therapy, counseling, or substance abuse treatment, of
rabbis, priests, ministers or clergymen of any religious denomination or sect when such activities are
within the scope of the performance of their regular or specialized ministerial duties, and no separate
charge is made or when such activities are performed, whether with or without charge, for or under
auspices or sponsorship, individually or in conjunction with others, of an established and legally cog-
nizable church, denomination or sect, and the person rendering service remains accountable to its
established authority.

4. Persons employed as salaried employees or volunteers of the federal government, the Com-
monwealth, a locality, or of any agency established or funded, in whole or part, by any such gov-
ernmental entity or of a private, nonprofit organization or agency sponsored or funded, in whole or
part, by a community-based citizen group or organization. Any person who renders psychological ser-
vices, as defined in Chapter 36 (§ 54.1-3600 et seq.) of this title, shall be subject to the requirements
of that chapter. Any person who, in addition to the above-enumerated employment, engages in an
independent private practice shall not be exempt from the requirements for licensure.

5. Persons regularly employed by private business firms as personnel managers, deputies or assist-
ants so long as their counseling activities relate only to employees of their employer and in respect to
their employment.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+ful+CHAP0684
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6. Persons regulated by this Board as professional counselors or persons regulated by another board
within the Department of Health Professions who provide, within the scope of their practice, marriage
and family therapy, counseling or substance abuse treatment to individuals or groups.

7. Any practitioner of a profession regulated by the Board who is licensed in another state, the District
of Columbia, or a United States territory or possession and who is in good standing with the applic-
able regulatory agency in that state, the District of Columbia, or that United States territory or pos-
session who provides behavioral health services, as defined in § 37.2-100, to a patient located in the
Commonwealth when (i) such practice is for the purpose of providing continuity of care through the
use of telemedicine services as defined in § 38.2-3418.16 and (ii) the practitioner has previously estab-
lished a practitioner-patient relationship with the patient. A practitioner who provides behavioral health
services to a patient located in the Commonwealth through use of telemedicine services pursuant to
this subdivision may provide such services for a period of no more than one year from the date on
which the practitioner began providing such services to such patient.

1976, c. 608, § 54-944; 1986, c. 581; 1988, c. 765; 1995, c. 820; 1997, c. 901; 2022, c. 275.

§ 54.1-3502. Administration or prescription of drugs not permitted.
This chapter shall not be construed as permitting the administration or prescribing of drugs or in any
way infringing upon the practice of medicine as defined in Chapter 29 (§ 54.1-2900 et seq.) of this title.

1976, c. 608, § 54-945; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3503. Board of Counseling.
The Board of Counseling shall regulate the practice of counseling, substance abuse treatment, art ther-
apy, and marriage and family therapy.

The Board shall consist of 12 members to be appointed by the Governor, subject to confirmation by
the General Assembly. Ten members shall be professionals licensed in the Commonwealth, who
shall represent the various specialties recognized in the profession, and two shall be nonlegislative cit-
izen members. Of the 10 professional members, six shall be professional counselors, three shall be
licensed marriage and family therapists who have passed the examination for licensure as a marriage
and family therapist, and one shall be a licensed substance abuse treatment practitioner.

The terms of the members of the Board shall be four years.

1976, c. 608; § 54-933; 1981, c. 447; 1983, c. 150; 1986, cc. 185, 464; 1988, c. 765; 1995, c. 820;
1997, c. 901; 2000, c. 473; 2013, cc. 201, 590; 2016, c. 105; 2020, c. 301.

§ 54.1-3504. Nominations.
Nominations for professional members may be made from a list of at least three names for each
vacancy submitted to the Governor by the Virginia Counselors Association, the Virginia Association of
Clinical Counselors, the Virginia Association of Addiction Professionals, and the Virginia Association
for Marriage and Family Therapy. The Governor may notify such organizations of any professional
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vacancy other than by expiration. In no case shall the Governor be bound to make any appointment
from among the nominees.

1986, c. 464, § 54-933.2; 1988, c. 765; 1995, c. 820; 1997, c. 901.

§ 54.1-3505. Specific powers and duties of the Board.
In addition to the powers granted in § 54.1-2400, the Board shall have the following specific powers
and duties:

1. To cooperate with and maintain a close liaison with other professional boards and the community to
ensure that regulatory systems stay abreast of community and professional needs.

2. To conduct inspections to ensure that licensees conduct their practices in a competent manner and
in conformance with the relevant regulations.

3. To designate specialties within the profession.

4. To administer the certification of rehabilitation providers pursuant to Article 2 (§ 54.1-3510 et seq.)
of this chapter, including prescribing fees for application processing, examinations, certification and
certification renewal.

5. [Expired.]

6. To promulgate regulations for the qualifications, education, and experience for licensure of mar-
riage and family therapists. The requirements for clinical membership in the American Association for
Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT), and the professional examination service's national marriage
and family therapy examination may be considered by the Board in the promulgation of these reg-
ulations. The educational credit hour, clinical experience hour, and clinical supervision hour require-
ments for marriage and family therapists shall not be less than the educational credit hour, clinical
experience hour, and clinical supervision hour requirements for professional counselors.

7. To promulgate, subject to the requirements of Article 1.1 (§ 54.1-3507 et seq.) of this chapter, reg-
ulations for the qualifications, education, and experience for licensure of licensed substance abuse
treatment practitioners and certification of certified substance abuse counselors and certified sub-
stance abuse counseling assistants. The requirements for membership in NAADAC: the Association
for Addiction Professionals and its national examination may be considered by the Board in the pro-
mulgation of these regulations. The Board also may provide for the consideration and use of the
accreditation and examination services offered by the Substance Abuse Certification Alliance of Vir-
ginia. The educational credit hour, clinical experience hour, and clinical supervision hour require-
ments for licensed substance abuse treatment practitioners shall not be less than the educational
credit hour, clinical experience hour, and clinical supervision hour requirements for licensed pro-
fessional counselors. Such regulations also shall establish standards and protocols for the clinical
supervision of certified substance abuse counselors and the supervision or direction of certified sub-
stance abuse counseling assistants, and reasonable access to the persons providing that supervision
or direction in settings other than a licensed facility.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0820
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8. To maintain a registry of persons who meet the requirements for supervision of residents. The
Board shall make the registry of approved supervisors available to persons seeking residence status.

9. To promulgate regulations for the registration of qualified mental health professionals, including
qualifications, education, and experience necessary for such registration, and for the registration of
persons receiving supervised training in order to qualify as a qualified mental health professional.

10. To promulgate regulations for the registration of peer recovery specialists who meet the qual-
ifications, education, and experience requirements established by regulations of the Board of Beha-
vioral Health and Developmental Services pursuant to § 37.2-203.

11. To promulgate regulations for the issuance of temporary licenses to individuals engaged in a coun-
seling residency so that they may acquire the supervised, postgraduate experience required for licen-
sure.

1976, c. 608, §§ 54-929, 54-931; 1983, c. 115; 1986, cc. 64, 100, 464; 1988, c. 765; 1994, cc. 558,
778; 1995, c. 820; 1997, c. 901; 2001, c. 460; 2013, c. 264; 2017, cc. 418, 426; 2019, cc. 101, 217,
428.

§ 54.1-3505.1. Continued competency requirements.
The Board shall promulgate regulations establishing requirements for evidence of continued com-
petency as a condition of renewal of a license under the provisions of this chapter. The Board may
approve persons who provide or accredit continuing education programs in order to accomplish the
purposes of this section. The Board shall have the authority to grant exemptions or waivers or to
reduce the number of continuing education hours required in cases of certified illness or undue hard-
ship.

2002, c. 430.

§ 54.1-3506. License required.
In order to engage in the practice of counseling or marriage and family therapy or in the independent
practice of substance abuse treatment, as defined in this chapter, it shall be necessary to hold a
license issued by the Board.

The Board may issue a license, without examination, for the practice of marriage and family therapy or
the independent practice of substance abuse treatment to persons who hold a current and unrestricted
license as a professional counselor within the Commonwealth and who meet the clinical and aca-
demic requirements for licensure as a marriage and family therapist or licensed substance abuse treat-
ment practitioner, respectively. The applicant for such license shall present satisfactory evidence of
qualifications equal to those required of applicants for licensure as marriage and family therapists or
licensed substance abuse treatment practitioners, respectively, by examination in the Commonwealth.

Any person who renders substance abuse treatment services as defined in this chapter and who is not
licensed to do so, other than a person who is exempt pursuant to § 54.1-3501, shall render such ser-
vices only when he is (i) under the supervision and direction of a person licensed under this chapter
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who shall be responsible for the services performed by such unlicensed person, or (ii) in compliance
with the regulations governing an organization or a facility licensed by the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services.

1979, c. 408, § 54-935.1; 1988, c. 765; 1995, c. 820; 1997, c. 901; 2009, cc. 813, 840; 2013, c. 264.

§ 54.1-3506.1. Client notification.
Any person licensed, certified, or registered by the Board and operating in a nonhospital setting shall
post a copy of his license, certification, or registration in a conspicuous place. The posting shall also
provide clients with (i) the number of the toll-free complaint line at the Department of Health Pro-
fessions, (ii) the website address of the Department for the purposes of accessing the licensee's, cer-
tificate holder's, or registrant's record, and (iii) notice of the client's right to report to the Department if
he believes the licensee, certificate holder, or registrant may have engaged in unethical, fraudulent, or
unprofessional conduct. If the licensee, certificate holder, or registrant does not operate in a central loc-
ation at which clients visit, he or his employer shall provide such information on a disclosure form
signed by the client and maintained in the client's record.

2015, c. 530; 2017, cc. 418, 426.

Article 1.1 - LICENSED SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT PRACTITIONERS

§ 54.1-3507. Scope of practice of and qualifications for licensed substance abuse treatment prac-
titioners.
A. A licensed substance abuse treatment practitioner shall be qualified to (i) perform on an inde-
pendent basis the substance abuse treatment functions of screening, intake, orientation, assessment,
treatment planning, treatment, case management, substance abuse or dependence crisis intervention,
client education, referral activities, recordkeeping, and consultation with other professionals; (ii) exer-
cise independent professional judgment, based on observations and objective assessments of a cli-
ent's behavior, to evaluate current functioning, to diagnose and select appropriate remedial treatment
for identified problems, and to make appropriate referrals; and (iii) supervise, direct and instruct others
who provide substance abuse treatment.

B. Pursuant to regulations adopted by the Board, an applicant for a license as a licensed substance
abuse treatment practitioner shall submit evidence satisfactory to the Board that the applicant has (i)
completed a specified number of hours of graduate studies, including a specified number of didactic
substance abuse education courses at, and has received a master's degree in substance abuse or a
substantially equivalent master's degree from, an institution of higher education accredited by an
accrediting agency recognized by the Board; and (ii) completed a specified number of hours of exper-
ience involving the practice of substance abuse treatment supervised by a licensed substance abuse
treatment practitioner, or by any other mental health professional licensed by the Department, such
number of hours being greater than the number of hours required of a certified substance abuse coun-
seling assistant. The applicant shall also pass an examination, as required by the Board.

1997, c. 901; 2001, c. 460.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0820
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0901
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0813
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0840
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?131+ful+CHAP0264
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0530
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0418
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0426
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0901
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?011+ful+CHAP0460


§ 54.1-3507.1. Scope of practice, supervision, and qualifications of certified substance abuse coun-
selors.
A. A certified substance abuse counselor shall be (i) qualified to perform, under appropriate super-
vision or direction, the substance abuse treatment functions of screening, intake, orientation, the
administration of substance abuse assessment instruments, recovery and relapse prevention plan-
ning, substance abuse treatment, case management, substance abuse or dependence crisis inter-
vention, client education, referral activities, record keeping, and consultation with other professionals;
(ii) qualified to be responsible for client care of persons with a primary diagnosis of substance abuse
or dependence; and (iii) qualified to supervise, direct and instruct certified substance abuse coun-
seling assistants. Certified substance abuse counselors shall not engage in independent or autonom-
ous practice.

B. Such counselor shall also be clinically supervised or directed by a licensed substance abuse treat-
ment practitioner, or any other mental health professional licensed by the Department, or, in an
exempt setting as described in § 54.1-3501, another person with substantially equivalent education,
training, and experience, or such counselor shall be in compliance with the supervision requirements
of a licensed facility.

C. Pursuant to regulations adopted by the Board, an applicant for certification as a substance abuse
counselor shall submit evidence satisfactory to the Board that the applicant has (i) completed a spe-
cified number of hours of didactic substance abuse education courses in a program or programs recog-
nized or approved by the Board and received a bachelor's degree from an institution of higher
education accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the Board; and (ii) accumulated a spe-
cified number of hours of experience involving the practice of substance abuse treatment while super-
vised by a licensed substance abuse treatment practitioner, or by any other mental health professional
licensed by the Department, or by a certified substance abuse counselor who shall submit evidence
satisfactory to the Board of clinical supervision qualifications pursuant to regulations adopted by the
Board, such number of hours being greater than the number of hours required of a certified substance
abuse counseling assistant. The applicant shall also pass an examination as required by the Board.

2001, c. 460.

§ 54.1-3507.2. Scope of practice, supervision, and qualifications of certified substance abuse coun-
seling assistants.
A. A certified substance abuse counseling assistant shall be qualified to perform, under appropriate
supervision or direction, the substance abuse treatment functions of orientation, implementation of sub-
stance abuse treatment plans, case management, substance abuse or dependence crisis intervention,
record keeping, and consultation with other professionals. Certified substance abuse counseling
assistants may participate in recovery group discussions, but shall not engage in counseling with
either individuals or groups or engage in independent or autonomous practice.

B. Such certified substance abuse counseling assistant shall be supervised or directed either by a
licensed substance abuse treatment practitioner, or by any other mental health professional licensed
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by the Department, or by a certified substance abuse counselor, or, in an exempt setting as described
in § 54.1-3501, another person with substantially equivalent education, training, and experience, or
such counseling assistant shall be in compliance with the supervision requirements of a licensed facil-
ity.

C. Pursuant to regulations adopted by the Board, an applicant for certification as a certified substance
abuse counseling assistant shall submit evidence satisfactory to the Board that the applicant has (i)
received a high school diploma or its equivalent, (ii) completed a specified number of hours of didactic
substance abuse education in a program or programs recognized or approved by the Board, and (iii)
accumulated a specified number of hours of experience and completed a practicum or an internship
involving substance abuse treatment, supervised either by a licensed substance abuse treatment prac-
titioner, or by any other mental health professional licensed by the Department, or by a certified sub-
stance abuse counselor. The applicant shall also pass an examination, as required by the Board.

2001, c. 460.

§ 54.1-3507.3. Use of titles.
No person shall claim to be, or use the title of, a substance abuse treatment practitioner, a substance
abuse counselor, or a substance abuse counseling assistant unless he has been licensed or certified
as such pursuant to §§ 54.1-3507, 54.1-3507.1 or § 54.1-3507.2.

2001, c. 460.

§ 54.1-3508. Licensure of certain persons possessing substantially equivalent qualifications, edu-
cation or experience.
Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-3507, (i) the Board may issue a license as a licensed sub-
stance abuse treatment practitioner to a person who, after the effective date of the regulations pro-
mulgated pursuant to subdivision 7 of § 54.1-3505, has applied for such a license and who, in the
judgment of the Board, possesses qualifications, education or experience substantially equivalent to
the requirements of § 54.1-3507; however, any such applicant shall have completed at least one year
of supervised clinical experience in substance abuse treatment, and (ii) for a period of time to be
determined by the Board but not less than one year after the effective date of the regulations, the
Board shall issue such a license to any such person who, in the judgment of the Board, possesses
qualifications, education or experience acceptable to the Board and has completed at least one year
of supervised clinical experience in substance abuse treatment.

1997, c. 901; 1999, c. 863.

§ 54.1-3509. Continued certification of certain certified substance abuse counselors.
On and after July 1, 2001, unless such certification is suspended or revoked by the Board, the Board
shall continue to certify as a certified substance abuse counselor any person (i) who was certified by
the Board as a certified substance abuse counselor prior to July 1, 2001, or (ii) who registered his
supervisory contract with the Board or filed an application with the Board prior to July 1, 2001, for cer-
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tification as a certified substance abuse counselor and was certified by the Board after July 1, 2001.
The person's scope of practice shall be limited to that set forth in subsection A of § 54.1-3507.1.

2001, c. 460.

Article 2 - REHABILITATION PROVIDERS

§ 54.1-3510. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Certified rehabilitation provider" means a person who is certified by the Board as possessing the train-
ing, the skills and the experience as a rehabilitation provider to form an opinion by discerning and eval-
uating, thereby allowing for a sound and reasonable determination or recommendation as to the
appropriate employment for a rehabilitation client and who may provide vocational rehabilitation ser-
vices under subdivision A 3 of § 65.2-603 that involve the exercise of professional judgment.

"Professional judgment" includes consideration of the client's level of disability, functional limitations
and capabilities; consideration of client aptitudes, career and technical skills and abilities; education
and pre-injury employment; and identification of return-to-work options and service needs which cul-
minate in the determination or recommendation of appropriate employment for the rehabilitation client.

1994, c. 558; 1995, c. 343; 1997, c. 839; 2001, c. 483; 2004, c. 10.

§§ 54.1-3511, 54.1-3512. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, c. 10.

§ 54.1-3513. Restriction of practice; use of titles.
A. No person, other than a person licensed by the Boards of Counseling; Medicine; Nursing; Opto-
metry; Psychology; or Social Work, shall hold himself out as a provider of rehabilitation services or
use the title "rehabilitation provider" or a similar title or any abbreviation thereof unless he holds a
valid certificate under this article.

B. Subsection A shall not apply to employees or independent contractors of the Commonwealth's
agencies and sheltered workshops providing vocational rehabilitation services, under the following cir-
cumstances: (i) such employees or independent contractors are not providing vocational rehabilitation
services under § 65.2-603 or (ii) such employees are providing vocational rehabilitation services
under § 65.2-603 as well as other programs and are certified by the Commission on Rehabilitation
Counselor Certification (CRCC) as certified rehabilitation counselors (CRC) or by the Commission on
Certification of Work Adjustment and Vocational Evaluation Specialists (CCWAVES) as Certified
Vocational Evaluation Specialists (CVE).

1994, c. 558; 2000, c. 473; 2004, c. 271.

§ 54.1-3514. Certification of existing providers.
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The Board of Counseling upon receipt of a completed application and payment of the prescribed fee
on or before June 30, 1995, shall issue a certificate to any person who was actively engaged in provid-
ing rehabilitation services on January 1, 1994.

1994, c. 558; 2000, c. 473.

§ 54.1-3515. Certification renewal of individuals who became certified under the provisions of §
54.1-3514.
After July 1, 2001, the Board of Counseling shall not renew a certificate to any person who became
certified under the provisions of § 54.1-3514 without documentation that such person meets the cur-
rent requirements for certification established by the Board, unless such person provided rehabilitation
services for at least two years immediately preceding July 1, 1997, and has done so continuously
since that date without interruption and received a passing score on a Board approved examination.
The Board of Counseling, pursuant to its authority in this section and in § 54.1-3505, shall adopt reg-
ulations to implement the 1997 revisions of the law relating to certified rehabilitation providers in 280
days or less of the date of the enactment of such revisions.

1997, c. 839; 1999, c. 609; 2000, c. 473.

Article 3 - Art Therapists

§ 54.1-3516. Art therapist and art therapy associate; licensure.
A. No person shall engage in the practice of art therapy or hold himself out or otherwise represent him-
self as an art therapist or art therapy associate unless he is licensed by the Board. Nothing in this
chapter shall prohibit a person licensed, certified, or registered by a health regulatory board from using
the modalities of art media if such modalities are within his scope of practice.

B. The Board shall adopt regulations governing the practice of art therapy, upon consultation with the
Advisory Board on Art Therapy established in § 54.1-3517. Such regulations shall (i) set forth the
requirements for licensure as an art therapist or art therapy associate, (ii) provide for appropriate
application and renewal fees, and (iii) include requirements for licensure renewal and continuing edu-
cation.

C. In the adoption of regulations for licensure, the Board shall consider requirements for registration as
a Registered Art Therapist (ATR) and certification as a Board Certified Art Therapist (ATR-BC) with
the Art Therapy Credentials Board and successful completion of the Registered Art Therapist Board
Certified Art Therapist examination.

D. A license issued for an art therapy associate shall be valid for a period of five years. At the end of
the five-year period, an art therapy associate who has not met the requirements for licensure as an art
therapist may submit an application for extension of licensure as an art therapy associate to the Board.
Such application shall include (i) a plan for completing the requirements to obtain licensure as an art
therapist, (ii) documentation of compliance with the continuing education requirements, (iii) doc-
umentation of compliance with requirements related to supervision, and (iv) a letter of
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recommendation from the clinical supervisor of record. An extension of a license as an art therapy
associate pursuant to this subsection shall be valid for a period of two years and shall not be renew-
able.

2020, c. 301.

§ 54.1-3517. Advisory Board on Art Therapy; membership; terms.
A. The Advisory Board on Art Therapy (the Advisory Board) is hereby established to assist the Board
in formulating regulations related to the practice of art therapy. The Advisory Board shall also assist in
such other matters relating to the practice of art therapy as the Board may require.

B. The Advisory Board shall have a total membership of five nonlegislative citizen members to be
appointed by the Governor as follows: three members shall be licensed art therapists, one member
shall be a licensed health care provider other than an art therapist, and one member shall be a citizen
at large.

C. After the initial staggering of terms, members shall be appointed for a term of four years. Appoint-
ments to fill vacancies, other than by expiration of a term, shall be for the unexpired terms. All mem-
bers may be reappointed. However, no member shall serve more than two consecutive four-year
terms. The remainder of any term to which a member is appointed to fill a vacancy shall not constitute
a term in determining the member's eligibility for reappointment. Vacancies shall be filled in the same
manner as the original appointments.

2020, c. 301.

Chapter 36 - Psychology

§ 54.1-3600. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Applied psychologist" means an individual licensed to practice applied psychology.

"Board" means the Board of Psychology.

"Certified sex offender treatment provider" means a person who is certified to provide treatment to sex
offenders and who provides such services in accordance with the provisions of §§ 54.1-3005, 54.1-
3505, 54.1-3611, and 54.1-3705 and the regulations promulgated pursuant to these provisions.

"Clinical psychologist" means an individual licensed to practice clinical psychology.

"Practice of applied psychology" means application of the principles and methods of psychology to
improvement of organizational function, personnel selection and evaluation, program planning and
implementation, individual motivation, development and behavioral adjustment, as well as con-
sultation on teaching and research.

"Practice of clinical psychology" includes, but is not limited to:
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1. "Testing and measuring" which consists of the psychological evaluation or assessment of personal
characteristics such as intelligence, abilities, interests, aptitudes, achievements, motives, personality
dynamics, psychoeducational processes, neuropsychological functioning, or other psychological attrib-
utes of individuals or groups.

2. "Diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional disorders" which consists of the appropriate dia-
gnosis of mental disorders according to standards of the profession and the ordering or providing of
treatments according to need. Treatment includes providing counseling, psychotherapy, marital/family
therapy, group therapy, behavior therapy, psychoanalysis, hypnosis, biofeedback, and other psy-
chological interventions with the objective of modification of perception, adjustment, attitudes, feel-
ings, values, self-concept, personality or personal goals, the treatment of alcoholism and substance
abuse, disorders of habit or conduct, as well as of the psychological aspects of physical illness, pain,
injury or disability.

3. "Psychological consulting" which consists of interpreting or reporting on scientific theory or
research in psychology, rendering expert psychological or clinical psychological opinion, evaluation,
or engaging in applied psychological research, program or organizational development, admin-
istration, supervision or evaluation of psychological services.

"Practice of psychology" means the practice of applied psychology, clinical psychology or school psy-
chology.

The "practice of school psychology" means:

1. "Testing and measuring" which consists of psychological assessment, evaluation and diagnosis rel-
ative to the assessment of intellectual ability, aptitudes, achievement, adjustment, motivation, per-
sonality or any other psychological attribute of persons as individuals or in groups that directly relates
to learning or behavioral problems that impact education.

2. "Counseling" which consists of professional advisement and interpretive services with children or
adults for amelioration or prevention of problems that impact education.

Counseling services relative to the practice of school psychology include but are not limited to the pro-
cedures of verbal interaction, interviewing, behavior modification, environmental manipulation and
group processes.

3. "Consultation" which consists of educational or vocational consultation or direct educational ser-
vices to schools, agencies, organizations or individuals. Psychological consulting as herein defined is
directly related to learning problems and related adjustments.

4. Development of programs such as designing more efficient and psychologically sound classroom
situations and acting as a catalyst for teacher involvement in adaptations and innovations.

"Psychologist" means a person licensed to practice school, applied or clinical psychology.



"School psychologist" means a person licensed by the Board of Psychology to practice school psy-
chology.

1976, c. 608, § 54-936; 1987, cc. 522, 543; 1988, c. 765; 1994, c. 778; 1996, cc. 937, 980; 2004, c. 11.

§ 54.1-3601. Exemption from requirements of licensure.
The requirements for licensure provided for in this chapter shall not be applicable to:

1. Persons who render services that are like or similar to those falling within the scope of the clas-
sifications or categories in this chapter, so long as the recipients or beneficiaries of such services are
not subject to any charge or fee, or any financial requirement, actual or implied, and the person ren-
dering such service is not held out, by himself or otherwise, as a licensed practitioner or a provider of
clinical or school psychology services.

2. The activities or services of a student pursuing a course of study in psychology in an institution
accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the Board or under the supervision of a prac-
titioner licensed or certified under this chapter, if such activities or services constitute a part of his
course of study and are adequately supervised.

3. The activities of rabbis, priests, ministers or clergymen of any religious denomination or sect when
such activities are within the scope of the performance of their regular or specialized ministerial duties,
and no separate charge is made or when such activities are performed, whether with or without
charge, for or under the auspices or sponsorship, individually or in conjunction with others, of an estab-
lished and legally cognizable church, denomination or sect, and the person rendering service remains
accountable to its established authority.

4. Persons employed as salaried employees or volunteers of the federal government, the Com-
monwealth, a locality, or any agency established or funded, in whole or part, by any such gov-
ernmental entity or of a private, nonprofit organization or agency sponsored or funded, in whole or
part, by a community-based citizen group or organization, except that any such person who renders
psychological services, as defined in this chapter, shall be (i) supervised by a licensed psychologist or
clinical psychologist; (ii) licensed by the Department of Education as a school psychologist; or (iii)
employed by a school for students with disabilities which is certified by the Board of Education. Any
person who, in addition to the above-enumerated employment, engages in an independent private
practice shall not be exempt from the licensure requirements.

5. Persons regularly employed by private business firms as personnel managers, deputies or assist-
ants so long as their counseling activities relate only to employees of their employer and in respect to
their employment.

6. Any psychologist holding a license or certificate in another state, the District of Columbia, or a
United States territory or foreign jurisdiction consulting with licensed psychologists in this Com-
monwealth.
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7. Any psychologist holding a license or certificate in another state, the District of Columbia, or a
United States territory or foreign jurisdiction when in Virginia temporarily and such psychologist has
been issued a temporary license by the Board to participate in continuing education programs or ren-
dering psychological services without compensation to any patient of any clinic which is organized in
whole or in part for the delivery of health care services without charge as provided in § 54.1-106.

8. The performance of the duties of any commissioned or contract clinical psychologist in active ser-
vice in the army, navy, coast guard, marine corps, air force, or public health service of the United
States while such individual is so commissioned or serving.

9. Any person performing services in the lawful conduct of his particular profession or business under
state law.

10. Any person duly licensed as a psychologist in another state or the District of Columbia who test-
ifies as a treating psychologist or who is employed as an expert for the purpose of possibly testifying
as an expert witness.

11. Any psychologist who is licensed in another state, the District of Columbia, or a United States ter-
ritory or possession and who is in good standing with the applicable regulatory agency in that state,
the District of Columbia, or that United States territory or possession who provides behavioral health
services, as defined in § 37.2-100, to a patient located in the Commonwealth when (i) such practice is
for the purpose of providing continuity of care through the use of telemedicine services as defined in §
38.2-3418.16 and (ii) the psychologist has previously established a practitioner-patient relationship
with the patient. A psychologist who provides behavioral health services to a patient located in the
Commonwealth through use of telemedicine services pursuant to this subdivision may provide such
services for a period of no more than one year from the date on which the psychologist began provid-
ing such services to such patient.

1976, c. 608, § 54-944; 1986, c. 581; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 937, 980; 2000, c. 462; 2022, c. 275.

§ 54.1-3602. Administration or prescription of drugs not permitted.
This chapter shall not be construed as permitting the administration or prescribing of drugs or in any
way infringing upon the practice of medicine as defined in Chapter 29 (§ 54.1-2900 et seq.) of this title.

1976, c. 608, § 54-945; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3603. Board of Psychology; membership.
The Board of Psychology shall regulate the practice of psychology. The membership of the Board
shall be representative of the practices of psychology and shall consist of nine members as follows:
five persons who are licensed as clinical psychologists, one person licensed as a school psy-
chologist, one person licensed in any category of psychology, and two citizen members. At least one
of the seven psychologist members of the Board shall be a member of the faculty at an accredited insti-
tution of higher education in the Commonwealth actively engaged in teaching psychology. The terms
of the members of the Board shall be four years.
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1976, c. 608, § 54-937; 1981, c. 447; 1982, c. 165; 1985, c. 159; 1986, cc. 464, 510; 1988, cc. 42, 765;
1996, cc. 937, 980; 2019, c. 169.

§ 54.1-3604. Nominations.
Nominations for professional members may be made from a list of at least three names for each
vacancy submitted to the Governor by the Virginia Psychological Association, the Virginia Academy of
Clinical Psychologists, the Virginia Applied Psychology Academy and the Virginia Academy of
School Psychologists. The Governor may notify such organizations of any professional vacancy other
than by expiration. In no case shall the Governor be bound to make any appointment from among the
nominees.

1986, c. 464, § 54-937.1; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 937, 980.

§ 54.1-3605. Powers and duties of the Board.
In addition to the powers granted in other provisions of this title, the Board shall have the following spe-
cific powers and duties:

1. To cooperate with and maintain a close liaison with other professional boards and the community to
ensure that regulatory systems stay abreast of community and professional needs.

2. To conduct inspections to ensure that licensees conduct their practices in a competent manner and
in conformance with the relevant regulations.

3. To designate specialties within the profession.

4. To issue a temporary license for such periods as the Board may prescribe to practice psychology to
persons who are engaged in a residency or pursuant to subdivision 7 of § 54.1-3601.

5. To promulgate regulations for the voluntary certification of licensees as sex offender treatment pro-
viders.

6. To administer the mandatory certification of sex offender treatment providers for those professionals
who are otherwise exempt from licensure under subdivision 4 of §§ 54.1-3501, 54.1-3601 or § 54.1-
3701 and to promulgate regulations governing such mandatory certification. The regulations shall
include provisions for fees for application processing, certification qualifications, certification issuance
and renewal and disciplinary action.

7. To promulgate regulations establishing the requirements for licensure of clinical psychologists that
shall include appropriate emphasis in the diagnosis and treatment of persons with moderate and
severe mental disorders.

1976, c. 608, §§ 54-929, 54-931; 1983, c. 115; 1986, cc. 64, 100, 464; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 767;
1994, c. 778; 1996, cc. 937, 980; 1997, c. 556; 1999, c. 630; 2001, cc. 186, 198; 2004, c. 11.

§ 54.1-3606. License required.
A. In order to engage in the practice of applied psychology, school psychology, or clinical psychology,
it shall be necessary to hold a license.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0937
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0980
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0169
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0937
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0980
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3601/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3501/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3601/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3701/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3701/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?941+ful+CHAP0778
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0937
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0980
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0556
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0630
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?011+ful+CHAP0186
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?011+ful+CHAP0198
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0011


B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision 4 of § 54.1-3601 or any Board regulation, the Board
of Psychology shall license, as school psychologists-limited, persons licensed by the Board of Edu-
cation with an endorsement in psychology and a master's degree in psychology. The Board of Psy-
chology shall issue licenses to such persons without examination, upon review of credentials and
payment of an application fee in accordance with regulations of the Board for school psychologists-lim-
ited.

Persons holding such licenses as school psychologists-limited shall practice solely in public school
divisions; holding a license as a school psychologist-limited pursuant to this subsection shall not
authorize such persons to practice outside the school setting or in any setting other than the public
schools of the Commonwealth, unless such individuals are licensed by the Board of Psychology to
offer to the public the services defined in § 54.1-3600.

The Board shall issue persons, holding licenses from the Board of Education with an endorsement in
psychology and a license as a school psychologist-limited from the Board of Psychology, a license
which notes the limitations on practice set forth in this section.

Persons who hold licenses as psychologists issued by the Board of Psychology without these lim-
itations shall be exempt from the requirements of this section.

1979, c. 408, § 54-939.1; 1988, c. 765; 1996, cc. 937, 980; 1999, cc. 967, 1005.

§ 54.1-3606.1. Continuing education.
A. The Board shall promulgate regulations governing continuing education requirements for psy-
chologists licensed by the Board. Such regulations shall require the completion of the equivalent of 14
hours annually in Board-approved continuing education courses for any license renewal or rein-
statement after the effective date.

B. The Board shall include in its regulations governing continuing education requirements for
licensees a provision allowing a licensee who completes continuing education hours in excess of the
hours required by subsection A to carry up to seven hours of continuing education credit forward to
meet the requirements of subsection A for the next annual renewal cycle.

C. The Board shall approve criteria for continuing education courses that are directly related to the
respective license and scope of practice of school psychology, applied psychology and clinical psy-
chology. Approved continuing education courses for clinical psychologists shall emphasize, but not
be limited to, the diagnosis, treatment and care of patients with moderate and severe mental disorders.
Any licensed hospital, accredited institution of higher education, or national, state or local health, med-
ical, psychological or mental health association or organization may submit applications to the Board
for approval as a provider of continuing education courses satisfying the requirements of the Board's
regulations. Approved course providers may be required to register continuing education courses with
the Board pursuant to Board regulations. Only courses meeting criteria approved by the Board and
offered by a Board-approved provider of continuing education courses may be designated by the
Board as qualifying for continuing education course credit.
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D. All course providers shall furnish written certification to licensed psychologists attending and com-
pleting respective courses, indicating the satisfactory completion of an approved continuing education
course. Each course provider shall retain records of all persons attending and those persons sat-
isfactorily completing such continuing education courses for a period of four years following each
course. Applicants for renewal or reinstatement of licenses issued pursuant to this article shall retain
for a period of four years the written certification issued by any course provider. The Board may
require course providers or licensees to submit copies of such records or certification, as it deems
necessary to ensure compliance with continuing education requirements.

E. The Board shall have the authority to grant exemptions or waivers or to reduce the number of con-
tinuing education hours required in cases of certified illness or undue hardship.

2000, c. 83; 2015, c. 359.

§ 54.1-3606.2. Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact.
Article I. Purpose.

Whereas, states license psychologists, in order to protect the public through verification of education,
training, and experience and ensure accountability for professional practice; and

Whereas, this Compact is intended to regulate the day-to-day practice of telepsychology (i.e., the pro-
vision of psychological services using telecommunication technologies) by psychologists across state
boundaries in the performance of their psychological practice as assigned by an appropriate authority;
and

Whereas, this Compact is intended to regulate the temporary in-person, face-to-face practice of psy-
chology by psychologists across state boundaries for 30 days within a calendar year in the per-
formance of their psychological practice as assigned by an appropriate authority; and

Whereas, this Compact is intended to authorize State Psychology Regulatory Authorities to afford
legal recognition, in a manner consistent with the terms of the Compact, to psychologists licensed in
another state; and

Whereas, this Compact recognizes that states have a vested interest in protecting the public's health
and safety through their licensing and regulation of psychologists and that such state regulation will
best protect public health and safety; and

Whereas, this Compact does not apply when a psychologist is licensed in both the Home and Receiv-
ing States; and

Whereas, this Compact does not apply to permanent in-person, face-to-face practice, it does allow for
authorization of temporary psychological practice.

Consistent with these principles, this Compact is designed to achieve the following purposes and
objectives:
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1. Increase public access to professional psychological services by allowing for telepsychological
practice across state lines, as well as temporary in-person, face-to-face services into a state in which
the psychologist is not licensed to practice psychology;

2. Enhance the states' ability to protect the public's health and safety, especially client/patient safety;

3. Encourage the cooperation of Compact States in the areas of psychology licensure and regulation;

4. Facilitate the exchange of information between Compact States regarding psychologist licensure,
adverse actions, and disciplinary history;

5. Promote compliance with the laws governing psychological practice in each Compact State; and

6. Invest all Compact States with the authority to hold licensed psychologists accountable through the
mutual recognition of Compact State licenses.

Article II. Definitions.

A. "Adverse Action" means any action taken by a State Psychology Regulatory Authority that finds a
violation of a statute or regulation that is identified by the State Psychology Regulatory Authority as dis-
cipline and is a matter of public record.

B. "Association of State and Provincial Psychology Boards" (ASPPB) means the recognized mem-
bership organization composed of State and Provincial Psychology Regulatory Authorities respons-
ible for the licensure and registration of psychologists throughout the United States and Canada.

C. "Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology" means a licensed psychologist's authority
to practice telepsychology, within the limits authorized under this Compact, in another Compact State.

D. "Bylaws" means those bylaws established by the Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact Com-
mission pursuant to Article X for its governance, or for directing and controlling its actions and con-
duct.

E. "Client/Patient" means the recipient of psychological services, whether psychological services are
delivered in the context of health care, corporate, supervision, and/or consulting services.

F. "Commissioner" means the voting representative appointed by each State Psychology Regulatory
Authority pursuant to Article X.

G. "Compact State" means a state, the District of Columbia, or United States territory that has enacted
this Compact legislation and which has not withdrawn pursuant to Article XIII, Section C or been ter-
minated pursuant to Article XII, Section B.

H. "Coordinated Licensure Information System," also referred to as "Coordinated Database," means
an integrated process for collecting, storing, and sharing information on psychologists' licensure and
enforcement activities related to psychology licensure laws, which is administered by the recognized
membership organization composed of State and Provincial Psychology Regulatory Authorities.



I. "Confidentiality" means the principle that data or information is not made available or disclosed to
unauthorized persons and/or processes.

J. "Day" means any part of a day in which psychological work is performed.

K. "Distant State" means the Compact State where a psychologist is physically present (not through
the use of telecommunications technologies) to provide temporary in-person, face-to-face psy-
chological services.

L. "E.Passport" means a certificate issued by the Association of State and Provincial Psychology
Boards (ASPPB) that promotes the standardization in the criteria of interjurisdictional telepsychology
practice and facilitates the process for licensed psychologists to provide telepsychological services
across state lines.

M. "Executive Board" means a group of directors elected or appointed to act on behalf of, and within
the powers granted to them by, the Commission.

N. "Home State" means a Compact State where a psychologist is licensed to practice psychology. If
the psychologist is licensed in more than one Compact State and is practicing under the Authorization
to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology, the Home State is the Compact State where the psy-
chologist is physically present when the telepsychological services are delivered. If the psychologist
is licensed in more than one Compact State and is practicing under the Temporary Authorization to
Practice, the Home State is any Compact State where the psychologist is licensed.

O. "Identity History Summary" means: a summary of information retained by the FBI, or other designee
with similar authority, in connection with arrests and, in some instances, federal employment, nat-
uralization, or military service.

P. "In-Person, Face-to-Face" means interactions in which the psychologist and the client/patient are in
the same physical space and which does not include interactions that may occur through the use of
telecommunication technologies.

Q. "Interjurisdictional Practice Certificate (IPC)" means a certificate issued by the Association of State
and Provincial Psychology Boards (ASPPB) that grants temporary authority to practice based on noti-
fication to the State Psychology Regulatory Authority of intention to practice temporarily, and veri-
fication of one's qualifications for such practice.

R. "License" means authorization by a State Psychology Regulatory Authority to engage in the inde-
pendent practice of psychology, which would be unlawful without the authorization.

S. "Non-Compact State" means any State which is not at the time a Compact State.

T. "Psychologist" means an individual licensed for the independent practice of psychology.

U. "Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact Commission" also referred to as "Commission" means the
national administration of which all Compact States are members.



V. "Receiving State" means a Compact State where the client/patient is physically located when the
telepsychological services are delivered.

W. "Rule" means a written statement by the Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact Commission pro-
mulgated pursuant to Article XI of the Compact that is of general applicability, implements, interprets,
or prescribes a policy or provision of the Compact, or an organizational, procedural, or practice require-
ment of the Commission and has the force and effect of statutory law in a Compact State, and includes
the amendment, repeal or suspension of an existing rule.

X. "Significant Investigatory Information" means:

1. Investigative information that a State Psychology Regulatory Authority, after a preliminary inquiry
that includes notification and an opportunity to respond if required by state law, has reason to believe,
if proven true, would indicate more than a violation of state statute or ethics code that would be con-
sidered more substantial than minor infraction; or

2. Investigative information that indicates that the psychologist represents an immediate threat to pub-
lic health and safety regardless of whether the psychologist has been notified and/or had an oppor-
tunity to respond.

Y. "State" means a state, commonwealth, territory, or possession of the United States.

Z. "State Psychology Regulatory Authority" means the Board, office, or other agency with the legis-
lative mandate to license and regulate the practice of psychology.

AA. "Telepsychology" means the provision of psychological services using telecommunication tech-
nologies.

BB. "Temporary Authorization to Practice" means a licensed psychologist's authority to conduct tem-
porary in-person, face-to-face practice, within the limits authorized under this Compact, in another
Compact State.

CC. "Temporary In-Person, Face-to-Face Practice" means where a psychologist is physically present
(not through the use of telecommunications technologies) in the Distant State to provide for the prac-
tice of psychology for 30 days within a calendar year and based on notification to the Distant State.

Article III. Home State Licensure.

A. The Home State shall be a Compact State where a psychologist is licensed to practice psychology.

B. A psychologist may hold one or more Compact State licenses at a time. If the psychologist is
licensed in more than one Compact State, the Home State is the Compact State where the psy-
chologist is physically present when the services are delivered as authorized by the Authority to
Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology under the terms of this Compact.

C. Any Compact State may require a psychologist not previously licensed in a Compact State to
obtain and retain a license to be authorized to practice in the Compact State under circumstances not



authorized by the Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology under the terms of this Com-
pact.

D. Any Compact State may require a psychologist to obtain and retain a license to be authorized to
practice in a Compact State under circumstances not authorized by Temporary Authorization to
Practice under the terms of this Compact.

E. A Home State's license authorizes a psychologist to practice in a Receiving State under the Author-
ity to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology only if the Compact State:

1. Currently requires the psychologist to hold an active E.Passport;

2. Has a mechanism in place for receiving and investigating complaints about licensed individuals;

3. Notifies the Commission, in compliance with the terms herein, of any adverse action or significant
investigatory information regarding a licensed individual;

4. Requires an Identity History Summary of all applicants at initial licensure, including the use of the
results of fingerprints or other biometric data checks compliant with the requirements of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), or other designee with similar authority, no later than 10 years after activ-
ation of the Compact; and

5. Complies with the Bylaws and Rules of the Commission.

F. A Home State's license grants Temporary Authorization to Practice to a psychologist in a Distant
State only if the Compact State:

1. Currently requires the psychologist to hold an active IPC;

2. Has a mechanism in place for receiving and investigating complaints about licensed individuals;

3. Notifies the Commission, in compliance with the terms herein, of any adverse action or significant
investigatory information regarding a licensed individual;

4. Requires an Identity History Summary of all applicants at initial licensure, including the use of the
results of fingerprints or other biometric data checks compliant with the requirements of the FBI, or
other designee with similar authority, no later than 10 years after activation of the Compact; and

5. Complies with the Bylaws and Rules of the Commission.

Article IV. Compact Privilege to Practice Telepsychology.

A. Compact States shall recognize the right of a psychologist, licensed in a Compact State in con-
formance with Article III, to practice telepsychology in other Compact States (Receiving States) in
which the psychologist is not licensed, under the Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional Tele-
psychology as provided in the Compact.

B. To exercise the Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology under the terms and pro-
visions of this Compact, a psychologist licensed to practice in a Compact State must:



1. Hold a graduate degree in psychology from an institute of higher education that was, at the time the
degree was awarded:

a. Regionally accredited by an accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of Education to
grant graduate degrees, or authorized by Provincial Statute or Royal Charter to grant doctoral
degrees; or

b. A foreign college or university deemed to be equivalent to 1 a by a foreign credential evaluation ser-
vice that is a member of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES) or by a
recognized foreign credential evaluation service; and

2. Hold a graduate degree in psychology that meets the following criteria:

a. The program, wherever it may be administratively housed, must be clearly identified and labeled as
a psychology program. Such a program must specify in pertinent institutional catalogues and bro-
chures its intent to educate and train professional psychologists;

b. The psychology program must stand as a recognizable, coherent, organizational entity within the
institution;

c. There must be a clear authority and primary responsibility for the core and specialty areas whether
or not the program cuts across administrative lines;

d. The program must consist of an integrated, organized sequence of study;

e. There must be an identifiable psychology faculty sufficient in size and breadth to carry out its
responsibilities;

f. The designated director of the program must be a psychologist and a member of the core faculty;

g. The program must have an identifiable body of students who are matriculated in that program for a
degree;

h. The program must include supervised practicum, internship, or field training appropriate to the prac-
tice of psychology;

i. The curriculum shall encompass a minimum of three academic years of full-time graduate study for
doctoral degree and a minimum of one academic year of full-time graduate study for master's degree;
and

j. The program includes an acceptable residency as defined by the Rules of the Commission;

3. Possess a current, full, and unrestricted license to practice psychology in a Home State which is a
Compact State;

4. Have no history of adverse action that violate the Rules of the Commission;

5. Have no criminal record history reported on an Identity History Summary that violates the Rules of
the Commission;

6. Possess a current, active E.Passport;



7. Provide attestations in regard to areas of intended practice, conformity with standards of practice,
competence in telepsychology technology; criminal background; and knowledge and adherence to
legal requirements in the home and receiving states, and provide a release of information to allow for
primary source verification in a manner specified by the Commission; and

8. Meet other criteria as defined by the Rules of the Commission.

C. The Home State maintains authority over the license of any psychologist practicing into a Receiv-
ing State under the Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology.

D. A psychologist practicing into a Receiving State under the Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional
Telepsychology will be subject to the Receiving State's scope of practice. A Receiving State may, in
accordance with that state's due process law, limit or revoke a psychologist's Authority to Practice
Interjurisdictional Telepsychology in the Receiving State and may take any other necessary actions
under the Receiving State's applicable law to protect the health and safety of the Receiving State's cit-
izens. If a Receiving State takes action, the state shall promptly notify the Home State and the Com-
mission.

E. If a psychologist's license in any Home State, another Compact State, or any Authority to Practice
Interjurisdictional Telepsychology in any Receiving State, is restricted, suspended or otherwise lim-
ited, the E.Passport shall be revoked and therefore the psychologist shall not be eligible to practice
telepsychology in a Compact State under the Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology.

Article V. Compact Temporary Authorization to Practice.

A. Compact States shall also recognize the right of a psychologist, licensed in a Compact State in con-
formance with Article III, to practice temporarily in other Compact States (Distant States) in which the
psychologist is not licensed, as provided in the Compact.

B. To exercise the Temporary Authorization to Practice under the terms and provisions of this Com-
pact, a psychologist licensed to practice in a Compact State must:

1. Hold a graduate degree in psychology from an institute of higher education that was, at the time the
degree was awarded:

a. Regionally accredited by an accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of Education to
grant graduate degrees, OR authorized by Provincial Statute or Royal Charter to grant doctoral
degrees; OR

b. A foreign college or university deemed to be equivalent to 1 a above by a foreign credential eval-
uation service that is a member of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services
(NACES) or by a recognized foreign credential evaluation service; AND

2. Hold a graduate degree in psychology that meets the following criteria:



a. The program, wherever it may be administratively housed, must be clearly identified and labeled as
a psychology program. Such a program must specify in pertinent institutional catalogues and bro-
chures its intent to educate and train professional psychologists;

b. The psychology program must stand as a recognizable, coherent, organizational entity within the
institution;

c. There must be a clear authority and primary responsibility for the core and specialty areas whether
or not the program cuts across administrative lines;

d. The program must consist of an integrated, organized sequence of study;

e. There must be an identifiable psychology faculty sufficient in size and breadth to carry out its
responsibilities;

f. The designated director of the program must be a psychologist and a member of the core faculty;

g. The program must have an identifiable body of students who are matriculated in that program for a
degree;

h. The program must include supervised practicum, internship, or field training appropriate to the prac-
tice of psychology;

i. The curriculum shall encompass a minimum of three academic years of full- time graduate study for
doctoral degrees and a minimum of one academic year of full-time graduate study for master's
degrees;

j. The program includes an acceptable residency as defined by the Rules of the Commission;

3. Possess a current, full, and unrestricted license to practice psychology in a Home State which is a
Compact State;

4. No history of adverse action that violate the Rules of the Commission;

5. No criminal record history that violates the Rules of the Commission;

6. Possess a current, active IPC;

7. Provide attestations in regard to areas of intended practice and work experience and provide a
release of information to allow for primary source verification in a manner specified by the Com-
mission; and

8. Meet other criteria as defined by the Rules of the Commission.

C. A psychologist practicing into a Distant State under the Temporary Authorization to Practice shall
practice within the scope of practice authorized by the Distant State.

D. A psychologist practicing into a Distant State under the Temporary Authorization to Practice will be
subject to the Distant State's authority and law. A Distant State may, in accordance with that state's
due process law, limit or revoke a psychologist's Temporary Authorization to Practice in the Distant



State and may take any other necessary actions under the Distant State's applicable law to protect the
health and safety of the Distant State's citizens. If a Distant State takes action, the state shall promptly
notify the Home State and the Commission.

E. If a psychologist's license in any Home State, another Compact State, or any Temporary Author-
ization to Practice in any Distant State, is restricted, suspended or otherwise limited, the IPC shall be
revoked and therefore the psychologist shall not be eligible to practice in a Compact State under the
Temporary Authorization to Practice.

Article VI. Conditions of Telepsychology Practice in a Receiving State.

A. A psychologist may practice in a Receiving State under the Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional
Telepsychology only in the performance of the scope of practice for psychology as assigned by an
appropriate State Psychology Regulatory Authority, as defined in the Rules of the Commission, and
under the following circumstances:

1. The psychologist initiates a client/patient contact in a Home State via telecommunications tech-
nologies with a client/patient in a Receiving State;

2. Other conditions regarding telepsychology as determined by Rules promulgated by the Com-
mission.

Article VII. Adverse Actions.

A. A Home State shall have the power to impose adverse action against a psychologist's license
issued by the Home State. A Distant State shall have the power to take adverse action on a psy-
chologist's Temporary Authorization to Practice within that Distant State.

B. A Receiving State may take adverse action on a psychologist's Authority to Practice Inter-
jurisdictional Telepsychology within that Receiving State. A Home State may take adverse action
against a psychologist based on an adverse action taken by a Distant State regarding temporary in-
person, face-to-face practice.

C. If a Home State takes adverse action against a psychologist's license, that psychologist's Authority
to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology is terminated and the E.Passport is revoked. Fur-
thermore, that psychologist's Temporary Authorization to Practice is terminated and the IPC is
revoked.

1. All Home State disciplinary orders that impose adverse action shall be reported to the Commission
in accordance with the Rules promulgated by the Commission. A Compact State shall report adverse
actions in accordance with the Rules of the Commission.

2. In the event discipline is reported on a psychologist, the psychologist will not be eligible for tele-
psychology or temporary in-person, face-to-face practice in accordance with the Rules of the Com-
mission.

3. Other actions may be imposed as determined by the Rules promulgated by the Commission.



D. A Home State's Psychology Regulatory Authority shall investigate and take appropriate action with
respect to reported inappropriate conduct engaged in by a licensee which occurred in a Receiving
State as it would if such conduct had occurred by a licensee within the Home State. In such cases, the
Home State's law shall control in determining any adverse action against a psychologist's license.

E. A Distant State's Psychology Regulatory Authority shall investigate and take appropriate action
with respect to reported inappropriate conduct engaged in by a psychologist practicing under Tem-
porary Authorization Practice that occurred in that Distant State as it would if such conduct had
occurred by a licensee within the Home State. In such cases, Distant State's law shall control in
determining any adverse action against a psychologist's Temporary Authorization to Practice.

F. Nothing in this Compact shall override a Compact State's decision that a psychologist's par-
ticipation in an alternative program may be used in lieu of adverse action and that such participation
shall remain non-public if required by the Compact State's law. Compact States must require psy-
chologists who enter any alternative programs to not provide telepsychology services under the
Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology or provide temporary psychological services
under the Temporary Authorization to Practice in any other Compact State during the term of the altern-
ative program.

G. No other judicial or administrative remedies shall be available to a psychologist in the event a Com-
pact State imposes an adverse action pursuant to subsection C.

Article VIII. Additional Authorities Invested in a Compact State's Psychology Regulatory Authority.

A. In addition to any other powers granted under state law, a Compact State's Psychology Regulatory
Authority shall have the authority under this Compact to:

1. Issue subpoenas, for both hearings and investigations, which require the attendance and testimony
of witnesses and the production of evidence. Subpoenas issued by a Compact State's Psychology
Regulatory Authority for the attendance and testimony of witnesses, and/or the production of evidence
from another Compact State shall be enforced in the latter state by any court of competent jurisdiction,
according to that court's practice and procedure in considering subpoenas issued in its own pro-
ceedings. The issuing State Psychology Regulatory Authority shall pay any witness fees, travel
expenses, mileage and other fees required by the service statutes of the state where the witnesses
and/or evidence are located; and

2. Issue cease and desist and/or injunctive relief orders to revoke a psychologist's Authority to
Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology and/or Temporary Authorization to Practice.

B. During the course of any investigation, a psychologist may not change his Home State licensure. A
Home State Psychology Regulatory Authority is authorized to complete any pending investigations of
a psychologist and to take any actions appropriate under its law. The Home State Psychology Regu-
latory Authority shall promptly report the conclusions of such investigations to the Commission. Once
an investigation has been completed, and pending the outcome of said investigation, the psychologist



may change his Home State licensure. The Commission shall promptly notify the new Home State of
any such decisions as provided in the Rules of the Commission. All information provided to the Com-
mission or distributed by Compact States pursuant to the psychologist shall be confidential, filed
under seal and used for investigatory or disciplinary matters. The Commission may create additional
rules for mandated or discretionary sharing of information by Compact States.

Article IX. Coordinated Licensure Information System.

A. The Commission shall provide for the development and maintenance of a Coordinated Licensure
Information System (Coordinated Database) and reporting system containing licensure and dis-
ciplinary action information on all psychologists individuals to whom this Compact is applicable in all
Compact States as defined by the Rules of the Commission.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of state law to the contrary, a Compact State shall submit a uni-
form data set to the Coordinated Database on all licensees as required by the Rules of the Com-
mission, including:

1. Identifying information;

2. Licensure data;

3. Significant investigatory information;

4. Adverse actions against a psychologist's license;

5. An indicator that a psychologist's Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional Telepsychology and/or
Temporary Authorization to Practice is revoked;

6. Non-confidential information related to alternative program participation information;

7. Any denial of application for licensure, and the reasons for such denial; and

8. Other information that may facilitate the administration of this Compact, as determined by the Rules
of the Commission.

C. The Coordinated Database administrator shall promptly notify all Compact States of any adverse
action taken against, or significant investigative information on, any licensee in a Compact State.

D. Compact States reporting information to the Coordinated Database may designate information that
may not be shared with the public without the express permission of the Compact State reporting the
information.

E. Any information submitted to the Coordinated Database that is subsequently required to be
expunged by the law of the Compact State reporting the information shall be removed from the
Coordinated Database.

Article X. Establishment of the Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact Commission.

A. The Compact States hereby create and establish a joint public agency known as the Psychology
Interjurisdictional Compact Commission.



1. The Commission is a body politic and an instrumentality of the Compact States.

2. Venue is proper and judicial proceedings by or against the Commission shall be brought solely and
exclusively in a court of competent jurisdiction where the principal office of the Commission is located.
The Commission may waive venue and jurisdictional defenses to the extent it adopts or consents to
participate in alternative dispute resolution proceedings.

3. Nothing in this Compact shall be construed to be a waiver of sovereign immunity.

B. Membership, Voting, and Meetings.

1. The Commission shall consist of one voting representative appointed by each Compact State who
shall serve as that state's Commissioner. The State Psychology Regulatory Authority shall appoint its
delegate. This delegate shall be empowered to act on behalf of the Compact State. This delegate
shall be limited to:

a. Executive Director, Executive Secretary or similar executive;

b. Current member of the State Psychology Regulatory Authority of a Compact State; OR

c. Designee empowered with the appropriate delegate authority to act on behalf of the Compact State.

2. Any Commissioner may be removed or suspended from office as provided by the law of the state
from which the Commissioner is appointed. Any vacancy occurring in the Commission shall be filled
in accordance with the laws of the Compact State in which the vacancy exists.

3. Each Commissioner shall be entitled to one (1) vote with regard to the promulgation of Rules and
creation of Bylaws and shall otherwise have an opportunity to participate in the business and affairs of
the Commission. A Commissioner shall vote in person or by such other means as provided in the
Bylaws. The Bylaws may provide for Commissioners' participation in meetings by telephone or other
means of communication.

4. The Commission shall meet at least once during each calendar year. Additional meetings shall be
held as set forth in the Bylaws.

5. All meetings shall be open to the public, and public notice of meetings shall be given in the same
manner as required under the rulemaking provisions in Article XI.

6. The Commission may convene in a closed, non-public meeting if the Commission must discuss:

a. Non-compliance of a Compact State with its obligations under the Compact;

b. The employment, compensation, discipline or other personnel matters, or practices or procedures
related to specific employees or other matters related to the Commission's internal personnel prac-
tices and procedures;

c. Current, threatened, or reasonably anticipated litigation against the Commission;

d. Negotiation of contracts for the purchase or sale of goods, services, or real estate;

e. Accusation against any person of a crime or formally censuring any person;



f. Disclosure of trade secrets or commercial or financial information which is privileged or confidential;

g. Disclosure of information of a personal nature where disclosure would constitute a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy;

h. Disclosure of investigatory records compiled for law-enforcement purposes;

i. Disclosure of information related to any investigatory reports prepared by or on behalf of or for use of
the Commission or other committee charged with responsibility for investigation or determination of
compliance issues pursuant to the Compact; or

j. Matters specifically exempted from disclosure by federal and state statute.

7. If a meeting, or portion of a meeting, is closed pursuant to this provision, the Commission's legal
counsel or designee shall certify that the meeting may be closed and shall reference each relevant
exempting provision. The Commission shall keep minutes which fully and clearly describe all matters
discussed in a meeting and shall provide a full and accurate summary of actions taken, of any person
participating in the meeting, and the reasons therefore, including a description of the views expressed.
All documents considered in connection with an action shall be identified in such minutes. All minutes
and documents of a closed meeting shall remain under seal, subject to release only by a majority vote
of the Commission or order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

C. The Commission shall, by a majority vote of the Commissioners, prescribe Bylaws and/or Rules to
govern its conduct as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes and exercise the
powers of the Compact, including but not limited to:

1. Establishing the fiscal year of the Commission;

2. Providing reasonable standards and procedures:

a. For the establishment and meetings of other committees; and

b. Governing any general or specific delegation of any authority or function of the Commission;

3. Providing reasonable procedures for calling and conducting meetings of the Commission, ensuring
reasonable advance notice of all meetings and providing an opportunity for attendance of such meet-
ings by interested parties, with enumerated exceptions designed to protect the public's interest, the pri-
vacy of individuals of such proceedings, and proprietary information, including trade secrets. The
Commission may meet in closed session only after a majority of the Commissioners vote to close a
meeting to the public in whole or in part. As soon as practicable, the Commission must make public a
copy of the vote to close the meeting revealing the vote of each Commissioner with no proxy votes
allowed;

4. Establishing the titles, duties and authority and reasonable procedures for the election of the
officers of the Commission;



5. Providing reasonable standards and procedures for the establishment of the personnel policies and
programs of the Commission. Notwithstanding any civil service or other similar law of any Compact
State, the Bylaws shall exclusively govern the personnel policies and programs of the Commission;

6. Promulgating a Code of Ethics to address permissible and prohibited activities of Commission mem-
bers and employees;

7. Providing a mechanism for concluding the operations of the Commission and the equitable dis-
position of any surplus funds that may exist after the termination of the Compact after the payment
and/or reserving of all of its debts and obligations;

8. The Commission shall publish its Bylaws in a convenient form and file a copy thereof and a copy of
any amendment thereto, with the appropriate agency or officer in each of the Compact States;

9. The Commission shall maintain its financial records in accordance with the Bylaws; and

10. The Commission shall meet and take such actions as are consistent with the provisions of this
Compact and the Bylaws.

D. The Commission shall have the following powers:

1. The authority to promulgate uniform rules to facilitate and coordinate implementation and admin-
istration of this Compact. The rule shall have the force and effect of law and shall be binding in all
Compact States;

2. To bring and prosecute legal proceedings or actions in the name of the Commission, provided that
the standing of any State Psychology Regulatory Authority or other regulatory body responsible for
psychology licensure to sue or be sued under applicable law shall not be affected;

3. To purchase and maintain insurance and bonds;

4. To borrow, accept or contract for services of personnel, including, but not limited to, employees of a
Compact State;

5. To hire employees, elect or appoint officers, fix compensation, define duties, grant such individuals
appropriate authority to carry out the purposes of the Compact, and to establish the Commission's per-
sonnel policies and programs relating to conflicts of interest, qualifications of personnel, and other
related personnel matters;

6. To accept any and all appropriate donations and grants of money, equipment, supplies, materials
and services, and to receive, utilize and dispose of the same; provided that at all times the Com-
mission shall strive to avoid any appearance of impropriety and/or conflict of interest;

7. To lease, purchase, accept appropriate gifts or donations of, or otherwise to own, hold, improve or
use, any property, real, personal or mixed; provided that at all times the Commission shall strive to
avoid any appearance of impropriety;



8. To sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, abandon or otherwise dispose of any property
real, personal or mixed;

9. To establish a budget and make expenditures;

10. To borrow money;

11. To appoint committees, including advisory committees comprised of Members, State regulators,
State legislators or their representatives, and consumer representatives, and such other interested per-
sons as may be designated in this Compact and the Bylaws;

12. To provide and receive information from, and to cooperate with, law enforcement agencies;

13. To adopt and use an official seal; and

14. To perform such other functions as may be necessary or appropriate to achieve the purposes of
this Compact consistent with the state regulation of psychology licensure, temporary in-person, face-
to-face practice and telepsychology practice.

E. The Executive Board.

1. The elected officers shall serve as the Executive Board, which shall have the power to act on behalf
of the Commission according to the terms of this Compact. The Executive Board shall be comprised of
six members:

a. Five voting members who are elected from the current membership of the Commission by the Com-
mission;

b. One ex-officio, nonvoting member from the recognized membership organization composed of State
and Provincial Psychology Regulatory Authorities.

2. The ex-officio member must have served as staff or member on a State Psychology Regulatory
Authority and will be selected by its respective organization.

3. The Commission may remove any member of the Executive Board as provided in Bylaws.

4. The Executive Board shall meet at least annually.

5. The Executive Board shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

a. Recommend to the entire Commission changes to the Rules or Bylaws, changes to this Compact
legislation, fees paid by Compact States such as annual dues, and any other applicable fees;

b. Ensure Compact administration services are appropriately provided, contractual or otherwise;

c. Prepare and recommend the budget;

d. Maintain financial records on behalf of the Commission;

e. Monitor Compact compliance of member states and provide compliance reports to the Commission;

f. Establish additional committees as necessary; and



g. Other duties as provided in Rules or Bylaws.

F. Financing of the Commission.

1. The Commission shall pay, or provide for the payment of the reasonable expenses of its estab-
lishment, organization, and ongoing activities.

2. The Commission may accept any and all appropriate revenue sources, donations, and grants of
money, equipment, supplies, materials, and services.

3. The Commission may levy on and collect an annual assessment from each Compact State or
impose fees on other parties to cover the cost of the operations and activities of the Commission and
its staff which must be in a total amount sufficient to cover its annual budget as approved each year for
which revenue is not provided by other sources. The aggregate annual assessment amount shall be
allocated based upon a formula to be determined by the Commission which shall promulgate a rule
binding upon all Compact States.

4. The Commission shall not incur obligations of any kind prior to securing the funds adequate to meet
the same; nor shall the Commission pledge the credit of any of the Compact States, except by and
with the authority of the Compact State. 5. The Commission shall keep accurate accounts of all
receipts and disbursements. The receipts and disbursements of the Commission shall be subject to
the audit and accounting procedures established under its Bylaws. However, all receipts and dis-
bursements of funds handled by the Commission shall be audited yearly by a certified or licensed pub-
lic accountant and the report of the audit shall be included in and become part of the annual report of
the Commission.

G. Qualified Immunity, Defense, and Indemnification.

1. The members, officers, Executive Director, employees and representatives of the Commission shall
be immune from suit and liability, either personally or in their official capacity, for any claim for damage
to or loss of property or personal injury or other civil liability caused by or arising out of any actual or
alleged act, error or omission that occurred, or that the person against whom the claim is made had a
reasonable basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties or
responsibilities; provided that nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to protect any such person
from suit and/or liability for any damage, loss, injury or liability caused by the intentional or willful or
wanton misconduct of that person.

2. The Commission shall defend any member, officer, Executive Director, employee or representative
of the Commission in any civil action seeking to impose liability arising out of any actual or alleged
act, error or omission that occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties or respons-
ibilities, or that the person against whom the claim is made had a reasonable basis for believing
occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties or responsibilities; provided that nothing
herein shall be construed to prohibit that person from retaining his or her own counsel; and provided



further, that the actual or alleged act, error or omission did not result from that person's intentional or
willful or wanton misconduct.

3. The Commission shall indemnify and hold harmless any member, officer, Executive Director,
employee or representative of the Commission for the amount of any settlement or judgment obtained
against that person arising out of any actual or alleged act, error or omission that occurred within the
scope of Commission employment, duties or responsibilities, or that such person had a reasonable
basis for believing occurred within the scope of Commission employment, duties or responsibilities,
provided that the actual or alleged act, error or omission did not result from the intentional or willful or
wanton misconduct of that person.

Article XI. Rulemaking.

A. The Commission shall exercise its rulemaking powers pursuant to the criteria set forth in this Article
and the Rules adopted thereunder. Rules and amendments shall become binding as of the date spe-
cified in each rule or amendment.

B. If a majority of the legislatures of the Compact States rejects a rule, by enactment of a statute or res-
olution in the same manner used to adopt the Compact, then such rule shall have no further force and
effect in any Compact State.

C. Rules or amendments to the rules shall be adopted at a regular or special meeting of the Com-
mission.

D. Prior to promulgation and adoption of a final rule or Rules by the Commission, and at least 60 days
in advance of the meeting at which the rule will be considered and voted upon, the Commission shall
file a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking:

1. On the website of the Commission; and

2. On the website of each Compact States' Psychology Regulatory Authority or the publication in
which each state would otherwise publish proposed rules.

E. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall include:

1. The proposed time, date, and location of the meeting in which the rule will be considered and voted
upon;

2. The text of the proposed rule or amendment and the reason for the proposed rule;

3. A request for comments on the proposed rule from any interested person; and

4. The manner in which interested persons may submit notice to the Commission of their intention to
attend the public hearing and any written comments.

F. Prior to adoption of a proposed rule, the Commission shall allow persons to submit written data,
facts, opinions and arguments, which shall be made available to the public.



G. The Commission shall grant an opportunity for a public hearing before it adopts a rule or amend-
ment if a hearing is requested by:

1. At least 25 persons who submit comments independently of each other;

2. A governmental subdivision or agency; or

3. A duly-appointed person in an association that has having at least 25 members.

H. If a hearing is held on the proposed rule or amendment, the Commission shall publish the place,
time, and date of the scheduled public hearing.

1. All persons wishing to be heard at the hearing shall notify the Executive Director of the Commission
or other designated member in writing of their desire to appear and testify at the hearing not fewer than
five business days before the scheduled date of the hearing.

2. Hearings shall be conducted in a manner providing each person who wishes to comment a fair and
reasonable opportunity to comment orally or in writing.

3. No transcript of the hearing is required, unless a written request for a transcript is made, in which
case the person requesting the transcript shall bear the cost of producing the transcript. A recording
may be made in lieu of a transcript under the same terms and conditions as a transcript. This sub-
section shall not preclude the Commission from making a transcript or recording of the hearing if it so
chooses.

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring a separate hearing on each rule. Rules may
be grouped for the convenience of the Commission at hearings required by this section.

I. Following the scheduled hearing date, or by the close of business on the scheduled hearing date if
the hearing was not held, the Commission shall consider all written and oral comments received.

J. The Commission shall, by majority vote of all members, take final action on the proposed rule and
shall determine the effective date of the rule, if any, based on the rulemaking record and the full text of
the rule.

K. If no written notice of intent to attend the public hearing by interested parties is received, the Com-
mission may proceed with promulgation of the proposed rule without a public hearing.

L. Upon determination that an emergency exists, the Commission may consider and adopt an emer-
gency rule without prior notice, opportunity for comment, or hearing, provided that the usual rule-
making procedures provided in the Compact and in this section shall be retroactively applied to the
rule as soon as reasonably possible, in no event later than ninety (90) days after the effective date of
the rule. For the purposes of this provision, an emergency rule is one that must be adopted imme-
diately in order to:

1. Meet an imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare;

2. Prevent a loss of Commission or Compact State funds;



3. Meet a deadline for the promulgation of an administrative rule that is established by federal law or
rule; or

4. Protect public health and safety.

M. The Commission or an authorized committee of the Commission may direct revisions to a pre-
viously adopted rule or amendment for purposes of correcting typographical errors, errors in format,
errors in consistency, or grammatical errors. Public notice of any revisions shall be posted on the web-
site of the Commission. The revision shall be subject to challenge by any person for a period of thirty
(30) days after posting. The revision may be challenged only on grounds that the revision results in a
material change to a rule. A challenge shall be made in writing, and delivered to the Chair of the Com-
mission prior to the end of the notice period. If no challenge is made, the revision will take effect
without further action. If the revision is challenged, the revision may not take effect without the
approval of the Commission.

Article XII. Oversight, Dispute Resolution and Enforcement.

A. Oversight.

1. The executive, legislative, and judicial branches of state government in each Compact State shall
enforce this Compact and take all actions necessary and appropriate to effectuate the Compact's pur-
poses and intent. The provisions of this Compact and the rules promulgated hereunder shall have
standing as statutory law.

2. All courts shall take judicial notice of the Compact and the rules in any judicial or administrative pro-
ceeding in a Compact State pertaining to the subject matter of this Compact which may affect the
powers, responsibilities or actions of the Commission.

3. The Commission shall be entitled to receive service of process in any such proceeding, and shall
have standing to intervene in such a proceeding for all purposes. Failure to provide service of process
to the Commission shall render a judgment or order void as to the Commission, this Compact or pro-
mulgated rules.

B. Default, Technical Assistance, and Termination.

1. If the Commission determines that a Compact State has defaulted in the performance of its oblig-
ations or responsibilities under this Compact or the promulgated rules, the Commission shall:

a. Provide written notice to the defaulting state and other Compact States of the nature of the default,
the proposed means of remedying the default and/or any other action to be taken by the Commission;
and

b. Provide remedial training and specific technical assistance regarding the default.

2. If a state in default fails to remedy the default, the defaulting state may be terminated from the Com-
pact upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the Compact States, and all rights, privileges and bene-
fits conferred by this Compact shall be terminated on the effective date of termination. A remedy of the



default does not relieve the offending state of obligations or liabilities incurred during the period of
default.

3. Termination of membership in the Compact shall be imposed only after all other means of securing
compliance have been exhausted. Notice of intent to suspend or terminate shall be submitted by the
Commission to the Governor, the majority and minority leaders of the defaulting state's legislature, and
each of the Compact States.

4. A Compact State which has been terminated is responsible for all assessments, obligations, and
liabilities incurred through the effective date of termination, including obligations which extend beyond
the effective date of termination.

5. The Commission shall not bear any costs incurred by the state which is found to be in default or
which has been terminated from the Compact, unless agreed upon in writing between the Com-
mission and the defaulting state.

6. The defaulting state may appeal the action of the Commission by petitioning the U.S. District Court
for the state of Georgia or the federal district where the Compact has its principal offices. The pre-
vailing member shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including reasonable attorney's fees.

C. Dispute Resolution.

1. Upon request by a Compact State, the Commission shall attempt to resolve disputes related to the
Compact which arise among Compact States and between Compact and Non-Compact States. 2. The
Commission shall promulgate a rule providing for both mediation and binding dispute resolution for
disputes that arise before the commission.

D. Enforcement.

1. The Commission, in the reasonable exercise of its discretion, shall enforce the provisions and
Rules of this Compact.

2. By majority vote, the Commission may initiate legal action in the United States District Court for the
State of Georgia or the federal district where the Compact has its principal offices against a Compact
State in default to enforce compliance with the provisions of the Compact and its promulgated Rules
and Bylaws. The relief sought may include both injunctive relief and damages. In the event judicial
enforcement is necessary, the prevailing member shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, includ-
ing reasonable attorney's fees.

3. The remedies herein shall not be the exclusive remedies of the Commission. The Commission may
pursue any other remedies available under federal or state law.

Article XIII. Date of Implementation of the Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact Commission and
Associated Rules, Withdrawal, and Amendments.

A. The Compact shall come into effect on the date on which the Compact is enacted into law in the
seventh Compact State. The provisions which become effective at that time shall be limited to the



powers granted to the Commission relating to assembly and the promulgation of rules. Thereafter, the
Commission shall meet and exercise rulemaking powers necessary to the implementation and admin-
istration of the Compact.

B. Any state which joins the Compact subsequent to the Commission's initial adoption of the rules
shall be subject to the rules as they exist on the date on which the Compact becomes law in that state.
Any rule which has been previously adopted by the Commission shall have the full force and effect of
law on the day the Compact becomes law in that state.

C. Any Compact State may withdraw from this Compact by enacting a statute repealing the same.

1. A Compact State's withdrawal shall not take effect until six months after enactment of the repealing
statute.

2. Withdrawal shall not affect the continuing requirement of the withdrawing State's Psychology Regu-
latory Authority to comply with the investigative and adverse action reporting requirements of this act
prior to the effective date of withdrawal.

D. Nothing contained in this Compact shall be construed to invalidate or prevent any psychology licen-
sure agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a Compact State and a Non-Compact
State which does not conflict with the provisions of this Compact.

E. This Compact may be amended by the Compact States. No amendment to this Compact shall
become effective and binding upon any Compact State until it is enacted into the law of all Compact
States.

Article XIV. Construction and Severability.

This Compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. If this Compact
shall be held contrary to the constitution of any state member thereto, the Compact shall remain in full
force and effect as to the remaining Compact States.

2020, c. 1162.

§ 54.1-3607. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1996, cc. 937 and 980.

§ 54.1-3608. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2001, cc. 186 and 198.

§§ 54.1-3609, 54.1-3610. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, c. 11.

§ 54.1-3611. Restriction of practice; use of titles.
No person, including licensees of the Boards of Counseling; Medicine; Nursing; Psychology; or Social
Work, shall claim to be a certified sex offender treatment provider unless he has been so certified. No
person who is exempt from licensure under subdivision 4 of §§ 54.1-3501, 54.1-3601 or § 54.1-3701
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shall hold himself out as a provider of sex offender treatment services unless he is certified as a sex
offender treatment provider by the Board of Psychology.

1994, c. 778; 1999, c. 630; 2000, c. 473.

§ 54.1-3612. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1997, c. 698.

§ 54.1-3613. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, cc. 40 and 68.

§ 54.1-3614. Delegation to unlicensed persons.
Any licensed psychologist may delegate to unlicensed personnel supervised by him such activities or
functions as are nondiscretionary and do not require the exercise of professional judgment for their per-
formance and which are usually or customarily delegated to such persons by psychologists, if such
activities or functions are authorized by and performed for such psychologist and responsibility for
such activities or functions is assumed by such psychologist.

1996, cc. 937, 980.

§ 54.1-3615. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, c. 64.

§ 54.1-3616. Use of title "Doctor.".
No person regulated under this chapter shall use the title "Doctor" or the abbreviation "Dr." in writing
or in advertising in connection with his practice unless he simultaneously uses a clarifying title, ini-
tials, abbreviation or designation or language that identifies the type of practice for which he is
licensed.

1996, cc. 937, 980.

Chapter 37 - SOCIAL WORK

Article 1 - Social Work

§ 54.1-3700. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Administration" means the process of attaining the objectives of an organization through a system of
coordinated and cooperative efforts to make social service programs effective instruments for the
amelioration of social conditions and for the solution of social problems.

"Baccalaureate social worker" means a person who engages in the practice of social work under the
supervision of a master's social worker and provides basic generalist services, including casework
management and supportive services and consultation and education.

"Board" means the Board of Social Work.
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"Casework" means both direct treatment, with an individual or several individuals, and intervention in
the situation on the client's behalf with the objectives of meeting the client's needs, helping the client
deal with the problem with which he is confronted, strengthening the client's capacity to function pro-
ductively, lessening his distress, and enhancing his opportunities and capacities for fulfillment.

"Casework management and supportive services" means assessment of presenting problems and per-
ceived needs, referral services, policy interpretation, data gathering, planning, advocacy, and coordin-
ation of services.

"Clinical social worker" means a social worker who, by education and experience, is professionally
qualified at the autonomous practice level to provide direct diagnostic, preventive and treatment ser-
vices where functioning is threatened or affected by social and psychological stress or health impair-
ment.

"Consultation and education" means program consultation in social work to agencies, organizations,
or community groups; academic programs and other training such as staff development activities, sem-
inars, and workshops using social work principles and theories of social work education.

"Group work" means helping people, in the realization of their potential for social functioning, through
group experiences in which the members are involved with common concerns and in which there is
agreement about the group's purpose, function, and structure.

"Master's social worker" means a person who engages in the practice of social work and provides
non-clinical, generalist services, including staff supervision and management.

"Planning and community organization" means helping organizations and communities analyze
social problems and human needs; planning to assist organizations and communities in organizing for
general community development; and improving social conditions through the application of social
planning, resource development, advocacy, and social policy formulation.

"Practice of social work" means rendering or offering to render to individuals, families, groups, organ-
izations, governmental units, or the general public service which is guided by special knowledge of
social resources, social systems, human capabilities, and the part conscious and unconscious motiv-
ation play in determining behavior. Any person regularly employed by a licensed hospital or nursing
home who offers or renders such services in connection with his employment in accordance with
patient care policies or plans for social services adopted pursuant to applicable regulations when
such services do not include group, marital or family therapy, psychosocial treatment or other meas-
ures to modify human behavior involving child abuse, newborn intensive care, emotional disorders or
similar issues, shall not be deemed to be engaged in the "practice of social work." Subject to the fore-
going, the disciplined application of social work values, principles and methods includes, but is not
restricted to, casework management and supportive services, casework, group work, planning and
community organization, administration, consultation and education, and research.



"Research" means the application of systematic procedures for the purpose of developing, modifying,
and expanding knowledge of social work practice which can be communicated and verified.

"Social worker" means a person trained to provide service and action to effect changes in human
behavior, emotional responses, and the social conditions by the application of the values, principles,
methods, and procedures of the profession of social work.

1976, c. 608, § 54-941; 1979, c. 398; 1981, c. 555; 1988, c. 765; 2018, c. 451.

§ 54.1-3701. Exemption from requirements of licensure.
The requirements for licensure provided for in this chapter shall not be applicable to:

1. Persons who render services that are like or similar to those falling within the scope of the clas-
sifications or categories in this chapter, so long as the recipients or beneficiaries of such services are
not subject to any charge or fee, or any financial requirement, actual or implied, and the person ren-
dering such service is not held out, by himself or otherwise, as a licensed practitioner.

2. The activities or services of a student pursuing a course of study in social work in an institution
recognized by the Board for purposes of licensure upon completion of the course of study or under the
supervision of a practitioner licensed under this chapter; if such activities or services constitute a part
of his course of study and are adequately supervised.

3. The activities of rabbis, priests, ministers or clergymen of any religious denomination or sect when
such activities are within the scope of the performance of their regular or specialized ministerial duties,
and no separate charge is made or when such activities are performed, whether with or without
charge, for or under auspices or sponsorship, individually or in conjunction with others, of an estab-
lished and legally cognizable church, denomination or sect, and the person rendering service remains
accountable to its established authority.

4. Persons employed as salaried employees or volunteers of the federal government, the Com-
monwealth, a locality, or of any agency established or funded, in whole or part, by any such gov-
ernmental entity or of a private, nonprofit organization or agency sponsored or funded, in whole or
part, by a community-based citizen group or organization. Any person who renders psychological ser-
vices, as defined in Chapter 36 (§ 54.1-3600 et seq.) of this title, shall be subject to the requirements
of that chapter. Any person who, in addition to the above-enumerated employment, engages in an
independent private practice shall not be exempt from the requirements for licensure.

5. Persons regularly employed by private business firms as personnel managers, deputies or assist-
ants so long as their counseling activities relate only to employees of their employer and in respect to
their employment.

6. Any person who is licensed to practice as a clinical social worker in another state, the District of
Columbia, or a United States territory or possession and who is in good standing with the applicable
regulatory agency in that state, the District of Columbia, or that United States territory or possession
who provides behavioral health services, as defined in § 37.2-100, to a patient located in the
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Commonwealth when (i) such practice is for the purpose of providing continuity of care through the
use of telemedicine services as defined in § 38.2-3418.16 and (ii) the clinical social worker has pre-
viously established a practitioner-patient relationship with the patient. A person who is licensed to
practice as clinical social worker who provides behavioral health services to a patient located in the
Commonwealth through use of telemedicine services pursuant to this subdivision may provide such
services for a period of no more than one year from the date on which the clinical social worker began
providing such services to such patient.

1976, c. 608, § 54-944; 1986, c. 581; 1988, c. 765; 2022, c. 275.

§ 54.1-3702. Administration or prescription of drugs not permitted.
This chapter shall not be construed as permitting the administration or prescribing of drugs or in any
way infringing upon the practice of medicine as defined in Chapter 29 (§ 54.1-2900 et seq.) of this title.

1976, c. 608, § 54-945; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3703. Board of Social Work; members.
The Board of Social Work shall regulate the practice of social work.

The Board shall be composed of nine nonlegislative citizen members appointed by the Governor,
seven of whom shall be licensed social workers who have been in active practice of social work for at
least five years prior to appointment and two of whom shall be nonlegislative citizen members at large.
The terms of the members of the Board shall be four years.

1976, c. 608, § 54-942; 1981, cc. 447, 555; 1986, c. 464; 1988, cc. 42, 765; 2006, c. 685.

§ 54.1-3704. Nominations.
Nominations for professional members may be made from a list of at least three names for each
vacancy submitted to the Governor by the Virginia Chapter of the National Association of Social Work-
ers and by the Virginia Society for Clinical Social Work. The Governor may notify such organizations
of any professional vacancy other than by expiration. In no case shall the Governor be bound to make
any appointment from among the nominees.

1986, c. 464, § 54-942.1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3705. Specific powers and duties of the Board.
In addition to the powers granted in § 54.1-2400, the Board shall have the following specific powers
and duties:

1. To cooperate with and maintain a close liaison with other professional boards and the community to
ensure that regulatory systems stay abreast of community and professional needs.

2. To conduct inspections to ensure that licensees conduct their practices in a competent manner and
in conformance with the relevant regulations.

3. To designate specialties within the profession.

4. Expired.
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5. To license baccalaureate social workers, master's social workers, and clinical social workers to
practice consistent with the requirements of the chapter and regulations of the Board.

6. To register persons proposing to obtain supervised post-degree experience in the practice of social
work required by the Board for licensure as a clinical social worker.

7. To pursue the establishment of reciprocal agreements with jurisdictions that are contiguous with the
Commonwealth for the licensure of baccalaureate social workers, master's social workers, and clinical
social workers. Reciprocal agreements shall require that a person hold a comparable, current, unres-
tricted license in the other jurisdiction and that no grounds exist for denial based on the Code of Vir-
ginia and regulations of the Board.

8. To maintain on the Board's website a list of the names and contact information of persons currently
approved by the Board to supervise candidates for licensure as a clinical social worker.

9. To allow supervisees pursuing licensure as a clinical social worker to change or add a supervisor
from the Board's list of currently approved supervisors without prior approval from the Board.

1976, c. 608, §§ 54-929, 54-931; 1983, c. 115; 1986, cc. 64, 100, 464; 1988, c. 765; 1994, c. 778;
2018, c. 451; 2020, c. 617; 2023, c. 489.

§ 54.1-3706. License required.
In order to engage in the practice of social work, it shall be necessary to hold a license.

1979, c. 408, § 54-943.1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3707. Licenses continued.
All licenses heretofore issued by the Board of Social Work and its predecessors shall continue in
effect, and be renewable under this chapter.

1976, c. 608, § 54-943; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3707.1. Educational requirements.
The Board shall accept proof of the successful completion of the following as evidence of the sat-
isfaction of the educational requirements for licensure as a clinical social worker: (i) a master's degree
in social work with a clinical course of study from a program accredited by the Council on Social Work
Education, (ii) a master's degree in social work with a non-clinical concentration from a program
accredited by the Council on Social Work Education together with successful completion of the edu-
cational requirements for a clinical course of study through a graduate program accredited by the
Council on Social Work Education, or (iii) a program of education and training in social work at an edu-
cational institution outside the United States recognized by the Council on Social Work Education. For
the purposes of this section, "clinical course of study" means graduate coursework that includes spe-
cialized advanced courses in human behavior and the social environment, social justice and policy,
psychopathology, and diversity issues; research; clinical practice with individuals, families, and
groups; and clinical practicum that focuses on diagnostic, prevention, and treatment services.

2013, c. 533.
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§ 54.1-3708. Continuing education requirements.
The Board shall establish in regulations requirements for the continuing education of licensed social
workers.

The Board may approve persons who provide continuing education or accredit continuing education
programs in order to accomplish the purposes of this section.

1999, c. 575.

§ 54.1-3709. Unlawful designation as social worker.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person not licensed under this chapter to use the title "Social Worker" in
writing or in advertising in connection with his practice unless he simultaneously uses clarifying ini-
tials that signify receiving a baccalaureate or master's degree in social work from an accredited social
work school or program approved by the Council on Social Work Education or a doctorate in social
work.

B. If a complaint or report of a possible violation of this section is made against any person who is
licensed, certified, registered, or permitted, or who holds a multistate licensure privilege issued by any
of the health regulatory boards within the Department of Health Professions, that complaint shall be
referred to the applicable board within the Department for disciplinary action. A violation of this section
shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, any individual meeting the qualifications provided for
in 42 C.F.R. Part 483 may practice as a "qualified social worker" in any licensed nursing home using
such title. However, any such individual may only use the title "social worker" in connection with the
activities of the nursing home.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, any individual meeting the qualifications provided for
in 42 C.F.R. § 418.114(b)(3) may practice as a "social worker" in any licensed hospice using such
title. However, any such individual may only use the title "social worker" in connection with the activ-
ities of the hospice.

E. That nothing in this act shall be construed as requiring the Department of Social Services, or any
other entity, to hire licensed social workers or social workers with a baccalaureate or master's degree
in social work from an accredited social work school or program approved by the Council on Social
Work Education or a doctorate in social work.

2011, c. 794.

Article 2 - Music Therapy

§ 54.1-3709.1. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Music therapist" means a person who has (i) completed a bachelor's degree or higher in music ther-
apy, or its equivalent; (ii) satisfied the requirements for licensure set forth in regulations adopted by the

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0575
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?111+ful+CHAP0794


Board pursuant to § 54.1-3709.2; and (iii) been issued a license for the independent practice of music
therapy by the Board.

"Music therapy" means the clinical and evidence-based use of music interventions to accomplish indi-
vidualized goals within a therapeutic relationship through an individualized music therapy treatment
plan for the client that identifies the goals, objectives, and potential strategies of the music therapy ser-
vices appropriate for the client using music therapy interventions, which may include music impro-
visation, receptive music listening, songwriting, lyric discussion, music and imagery, music
performance, learning through music, and movement to music. "Music therapy" does not include the
screening, diagnosis, or assessment of any physical, mental, or communication disorder.

2020, cc. 103, 233.

§ 54.1-3709.2. Music therapy; licensure.
A. The Board shall adopt regulations governing the practice of music therapy, upon consultation with
the Advisory Board on Music Therapy established in § 54.1-3709.3. The regulations shall (i) set forth
the educational, clinical training, and examination requirements for licensure to practice music ther-
apy; (ii) provide for appropriate application and renewal fees; and (iii) include requirements for licen-
sure renewal and continuing education. In developing such regulations, the Board shall consider
requirements for board certification offered by the Certification Board for Music Therapists or any suc-
cessor organization.

B. No person shall engage in the practice of music therapy or hold himself out or otherwise represent
himself as a music therapist unless he is licensed by the Board.

C. Nothing in this section shall prohibit (i) the practice of music therapy by a student pursuing a course
of study in music therapy if such practice constitutes part of the student's course of study and is
adequately supervised or (ii) a licensed health care provider, other professional registered, certified, or
licensed in the Commonwealth, or any person whose training and national certification attests to his
preparation and ability to practice his certified profession or occupation from engaging in the full scope
of his practice, including the use of music incidental to his practice, provided that he does not rep-
resent himself as a music therapist.

2020, cc. 103, 233.

§ 54.1-3709.3. Advisory Board on Music Therapy; membership; terms.
A. The Advisory Board on Music Therapy (Advisory Board) is hereby established to assist the Board
in formulating regulations related to the practice of music therapy. The Advisory Board shall also
assist in such other matters relating to the practice of music therapy as the Board may require.

B. The Advisory Board shall have a total membership of five nonlegislative citizen members to be
appointed by the Governor as follows: three members shall be licensed music therapists, one member
shall be a licensed health care provider other than a music therapist, and one member shall be a cit-
izen at large.
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C. After the initial staggering of terms, members shall be appointed for a term of four years. Appoint-
ments to fill vacancies, other than by expiration of a term, shall be for the unexpired terms. All mem-
bers may be reappointed. However, no member shall serve more than two consecutive four-year
terms. The remainder of any term to which a member is appointed to fill a vacancy shall not constitute
a term in determining the member's eligibility for reappointment. Vacancies shall be filled in the same
manner as the original appointments.

2020, cc. 103, 233.

Chapter 37.1 - RECREATION SPECIALISTS [Repealed]

§§ 54.1-3710 through 54.1-3716. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1994, c. 514.

Chapter 38 - VETERINARY MEDICINE

§ 54.1-3800. Practice of veterinary medicine.
Any person shall be regarded as practicing veterinary medicine within the meaning of this chapter
who represents himself, directly or indirectly, publicly or privately, as a veterinary doctor or uses any
title, words, abbreviation or letters in a manner or under circumstances which may reasonably induce
the belief that the person using them is qualified to practice veterinary medicine.

Any person shall be deemed to be practicing veterinary medicine who performs the diagnosis, treat-
ment, correction, change, relief or prevention of animal disease, deformity, defect, injury, or other phys-
ical or mental conditions; including the performance of surgery or dentistry, the prescription or
administration of any drug, medicine, biologic, apparatus, application, anesthetic, or other therapeutic
or diagnostic substance or technique, and the use of any manual or mechanical procedure for embryo
transfer, for testing for pregnancy, or for correcting sterility or infertility, or to render advice or recom-
mendation with regard to any of the above.

Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit persons permitted or authorized by the Department of Wildlife
Resources to do so from providing care for wildlife as defined in § 29.1-100, provided that the Depart-
ment determines that such persons are in compliance with its regulations and permit conditions.

Code 1950, § 54-786; c. 574; 1978, c. 539; 1988, c. 765; 2014, c. 626; 2020, c. 958.

§ 54.1-3801. Exceptions.
This chapter shall not apply to:

1. The owner of an animal and the owner's full-time, regular employee caring for and treating the
animal belonging to such owner, except where the ownership of the animal was transferred for the pur-
pose of circumventing the requirements of this chapter;

2. Veterinarians licensed in other states called in actual consultation with veterinarians licensed in the
Commonwealth who do not open an office or appoint a place to practice within the Commonwealth;
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3. Veterinarians employed by the United States or by the Commonwealth while actually engaged in
the performance of their official duties, with the exception of those engaged in the practice of veter-
inary medicine, pursuant to § 54.1-3800, as part of a veterinary medical education program accredited
by the American Veterinary Medical Association Council on Education and located in the Com-
monwealth;

4. Veterinarians providing free care in underserved areas of Virginia who (i) do not regularly practice
veterinary medicine in Virginia, (ii) hold a current valid license or certificate to practice veterinary medi-
cine in another state, territory, district, or possession of the United States, (iii) volunteer to provide free
care in an underserved area of the Commonwealth under the auspices of a publicly supported all
volunteer, nonprofit organization that sponsors the provision of health care to populations of under-
served people, (iv) file copies of their licenses or certificates issued in such other jurisdiction with the
Board, (v) notify the Board at least five business days prior to the voluntary provision of services of the
dates and location of such service, and (vi) acknowledge, in writing, that such licensure exemption
shall only be valid, in compliance with the Board's regulations, during the limited period that such free
health care is made available through the volunteer, nonprofit organization on the dates and at the loc-
ation filed with the Board. The Board may deny the right to practice in Virginia to any veterinarian
whose license has been previously suspended or revoked, who has been convicted of a felony, or
who is otherwise found to be in violation of applicable laws or regulations. However, the Board shall
allow a veterinarian who meets the above criteria to provide volunteer services without prior notice for
a period of up to three days, provided the nonprofit organization verifies that the practitioner has a
valid, unrestricted license in another state; or

5. Persons purchasing, possessing, and administering drugs and biological products in a public or
private animal shelter as defined in § 3.2-6500, provided that such purchase, possession, and admin-
istration is in compliance with § 54.1-3423.

Code 1950, § 54-786; c. 574; 1978, c. 539; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 740; 2008, c. 674; 2009, cc. 149,
169; 2014, c. 148; 2016, cc. 306, 479; 2018, c. 774.

§ 54.1-3802. Board of Veterinary Medicine; appointment; officers; etc.
The Board of Veterinary Medicine shall consist of seven members as follows: five licensed veter-
inarians, one licensed veterinary technician and one citizen member. The terms of the members of the
Board shall be for four years.

The Board shall annually elect a president, vice-president and secretary.

The Board shall meet at least once annually at such times and places as it may prescribe. Special
meetings may be held upon the call of the president and any three members. Four members of the
Board shall constitute a quorum.

Code 1950, §§ 54-776, 54-777, 54-783, 54-784; 1978, c. 539; 1986, c. 464; 1988, cc. 42, 765; 1995, c.
644.

§ 54.1-3803. Nominations.
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Nominations of professional members may be made from a list of at least three names for each
vacancy submitted to the Governor by the Virginia Veterinary Medical Association. The Governor may
notify such organization of any professional vacancy other than by expiration. In no case shall the
Governor be bound to make any appointment from among the nominees.

1986, c. 464, § 54-777.1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3804. Specific powers of Board.
In addition to the powers granted in § 54.1-2400, the Board shall have the following specific powers
and duties:

1. To establish essential requirements and standards for approval of veterinary programs.

2. To establish and monitor programs for the practical training of qualified students of veterinary medi-
cine or veterinary technology in programs of veterinary medicine or veterinary technology at insti-
tutions of higher education.

3. To regulate, inspect, and register all establishments and premises where veterinary medicine is
practiced.

4. To establish requirements for the licensure of persons engaged in the practice of veterinary medi-
cine, pursuant to § 54.1-3800, as part of a veterinary medical education program accredited by the
American Veterinary Medical Association Council on Education and located in the Commonwealth.

1978, c. 539, § 54-784.03; 1988, c. 765; 2016, c. 306.

§ 54.1-3804.1. Expired.
Expired.

§ 54.1-3805. License required.
No person shall practice veterinary medicine or as a veterinary technician in this Commonwealth
unless such person has been licensed by the Board.

1978, c. 539, § 54-786.2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3805.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2016, c. 479, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-3805.2. Continuing education.
The Board shall adopt regulations which provide for continuing education requirements for relicensure
and licensure by endorsement of veterinarians and veterinary technicians. After January 1, 1997, a
veterinarian shall be required to complete a minimum of fifteen hours, and a veterinary technician
shall be required to complete a minimum of six hours of approved continuing education annually as a
condition for renewal of a license. Continuing education courses shall be approved by the Board or by
a Board-approved organization. Regulations of the Board adopted pursuant to this section may
provide for the waiver of such continuing education requirements upon conditions as the Board deems
appropriate.
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1995, c. 99.

§ 54.1-3806. Licensed veterinary technicians.
The Board may license a veterinary technician to perform acts relating to the treatment or the main-
tenance of the health of any animal under the immediate and direct supervision of a person licensed
to practice veterinary medicine in the Commonwealth or a veterinarian who is employed by the United
States or the Commonwealth while actually engaged in the performance of his official duties. No per-
son licensed as a veterinary technician may perform surgery, diagnose, or prescribe medication for
any animal.

1978, c. 539, § 54-786.3; 1988, c. 765; 2016, c. 100.

§ 54.1-3806.1. Disclosure forms required.
Any animal medical care facility in the Commonwealth, excluding those facilities dealing with live-
stock, as defined in § 3.2-5900, which does not provide continuous medical care for all animals left in
its charge shall, before taking charge of an animal, provide the client or agent thereof with a disclosure
form which specifies the hours and days when continuous medical care is not available at the facility.
Such form shall be separate and apart from any other form or information provided by the facility.
Except in emergency situations when time or circumstances do not permit, such facilities may take
charge of an animal only after the client or agent thereof has signed the disclosure form and returned it
to the facility. Only one signed form per client shall be required, and the form shall be kept on file by
the facility.

1991, c. 621; 1998, c. 158.

§ 54.1-3807. Refusal to grant and to renew; revocation and suspension of licenses and regis-
trations.
The Board may refuse to grant or to renew, may suspend, or may revoke any license to practice veter-
inary medicine or to practice as a veterinary technician or registration to practice as an equine dental
technician if such applicant or holder:

1. Is convicted of any felony or of any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude;

2. Employs or permits any person who does not hold a license to practice veterinary medicine or to
practice as a licensed veterinary technician or registration to practice as an equine dental technician
to perform work which can lawfully be performed only by a person holding the appropriate license or
registration;

3. Willfully violates any provision of this chapter or any regulation of the Board;

4. Has violated any federal or state law relating to controlled substances as defined in Chapter 34 (§
54.1-3400 et seq.);

5. Is guilty of unprofessional conduct as defined by regulations of the Board;

6. Uses alcohol or drugs to the extent such use renders him unsafe to practice or suffers from any men-
tal or physical condition rendering him unsafe to practice; or
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7. Has had his license to practice veterinary medicine or as a veterinary technician or his registration
to practice as an equine dental technician in any other state revoked or suspended for any reason
other than nonrenewal or has surrendered such license or registration in lieu of disciplinary action.

1978, c. 539, § 54-786.4; 1979, c. 243; 1988, c. 765; 2007, c. 754; 2016, c. 479; 2020, c. 885.

§ 54.1-3808. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1997, c. 556.

§ 54.1-3809. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2016, c. 479, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-3810. Report of conviction or injunction to Board.
It shall be the duty of the clerk of the court in which any person is convicted of a violation of this
chapter or enjoined from practicing veterinary medicine to report the same to the Board.

1978, c. 539, § 54-786.8; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3811. Veterinary professionals rendering services without charge exempt from liability.
Any person licensed by the Board of Veterinary Medicine who, in good faith and without charge or
compensation, renders health care services within the limits of his license to any animal, shall not be
liable for civil damages for any act or omission resulting from the rendering of such services unless
such act or omission was the result of that person's gross negligence or willful misconduct.

1992, c. 400.

§ 54.1-3812. Release of records.
A. A veterinarian licensed by the Board shall release or authorize the release of rabies immunization
records and other relevant treatment data of an animal under his care to (i) a requesting physician,
physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse who is contemplating the administration of
the rabies treatment protocol to any person under his care who has been the victim of a bite or other
possible rabies exposure from such animal; (ii) a requesting animal control officer or law-enforcement
officer who needs to identify the owner of such animal or verify the rabies vaccination history of such
animal; or (iii) a requesting animal control officer or an official of the Department of Health who is
investigating the incident.

B. Any veterinarian licensed by the Board who in good faith releases or authorizes the release of an
animal's rabies immunization records and other relevant data pursuant to this section shall not be
liable for civil damages resulting from the release of such information.

2000, c. 582; 2004, c. 855; 2006, c. 396; 2010, c. 834; 2023, c. 183.

§ 54.1-3812.1. Reporting of animal cruelty.
Any person regulated by the Board who makes a report of suspected animal cruelty or who provides
records or information related to a report of suspected cruelty or testifies in any judicial proceeding
arising from such report, records, or information shall be immune from any civil or criminal liability or
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administrative penalty or sanction on account of such report, records, information, or testimony, unless
such person acted in bad faith or with malicious purpose.

2010, c. 574; 2016, c. 100.

§ 54.1-3813. Registration of equine dental technicians.
A. As used in this section, "equine dental technician" means an individual who satisfies the criteria
established by the Board for registration to perform duties relating to the care and maintenance of
equine teeth in accordance with this section and regulations promulgated by the Board. A licensed
veterinary technician shall practice in accordance with the requirements of § 54.1-3806 and reg-
ulations of the Board governing the practice of licensed veterinary technicians.

B. The Board may register a person as an equine dental technician who meets the following criteria:
(i) satisfactory evidence that he is of good moral character, (ii) recommendations from at least two
licensed veterinarians with practice bases that are at least 50 percent equine, and (iii) evidence that
he holds current certification from the International Association of Equine Dentistry or a Board-
approved certification program or has satisfactorily completed a Board-approved training program.
The Board may register individuals who have not completed a Board-approved training program or do
not hold a current certification from the International Association of Equine Dentistry or a Board-
approved certification program if they have engaged in acts considered to be those of an equine
dental technician as set forth in subsections C and E of this section for at least five years and provide
the following: (i) satisfactory evidence of length of time of practice, (ii) recommendations from at least
two licensed veterinarians with practice bases that are at least 50 percent equine, and (iii) proof of con-
tinued competency satisfactory to the Board.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person not holding a current and valid registration as an equine dental
technician or a current and valid license as a veterinarian to perform the following duties:

1. The planing or leveling of equine teeth using nonmotorized hand tools for routine dental main-
tenance;

2. The planing or leveling of equine teeth using motorized tools performed for routine dental main-
tenance, or the extraction of wolf teeth premolars including premolars 105, 205, 305 and 405, per-
formed under the direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian where (a) there exists an established
client-patient relationship between the veterinarian and the owner, (b) the veterinarian is present, and
(c) the veterinarian remains responsible for the sedation of the animal; and

3. Any other task restricted pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Board.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, no equine dental technician shall administer any sedative, tranquilizer,
analgesic, prescription medication, or other drug under any circumstances.

D. The provisions of this section shall not prevent or prohibit:

1. Any person from performing tasks related to the practice of equine dentistry under the direct and
immediate supervision of a licensed veterinarian or registered equine dental technician during
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completion of training and experience necessary for registration for a period not to exceed twelve
months; or

2. A licensed veterinary technician from planing or leveling equine teeth for routine dental main-
tenance under the immediate and direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian, provided the licensed
veterinary technician has graduated from an American Veterinary Medical Association accredited pro-
gram with successful completion of coursework in equine dentistry or can document training com-
parable to that of an equine dental technician.

E. The Board shall promulgate regulations in order to carry out the provisions of this section, which
shall include (i) criteria and fees for application and renewal; (ii) requirements for evidence of con-
tinued competency for equine dental technicians; and (iii) standards to ensure the health, safety, and
welfare of animals treated by equine dental technicians.

2007, c. 754; 2008, c. 490.

Subtitle IV - Professions Regulated by the Supreme Court

Chapter 39 - Attorneys

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 54.1-3900. Practice of law; student internship program; definition.
Persons who hold a license or certificate to practice law under the laws of this Commonwealth and
have paid the license tax prescribed by law may practice law in the Commonwealth.

Any person authorized and practicing as counsel or attorney in any state or territory of the United
States, or in the District of Columbia, may for the purpose of attending to any case he may occa-
sionally have in association with a practicing attorney of this Commonwealth practice in the courts of
this Commonwealth, in which case no license fee shall be chargeable against such nonresident attor-
ney.

Nothing herein shall prohibit the limited practice of law by military legal assistance attorneys who are
employed by a military program providing legal services to low-income military clients and their
dependents pursuant to rules promulgated by the Supreme Court of Virginia.

Nothing herein shall prohibit a limited practice of law under the supervision of a practicing attorney by
(i) third-year law students or (ii) persons who are in the final year of a program of study as authorized
in § 54.1-3926, pursuant to rules promulgated by the Supreme Court of Virginia.

Nothing herein shall prohibit an employee of a state agency in the course of his employment from rep-
resenting the interests of his agency in administrative hearings before any state agency, such rep-
resentation to be limited to the examination of witnesses at administrative hearings relating to
personnel matters and the adoption of agency standards, policies, rules and regulations.
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Nothing herein shall prohibit designated nonattorney employees of the Department of Social Services
from completing, signing and filing petitions and motions relating to the establishment, modification, or
enforcement of support on forms approved by the Supreme Court of Virginia in Department cases in
the juvenile and domestic relations district courts.

Nothing herein shall prohibit designated nonattorney employees of a local department of social ser-
vices from appearing before an intake officer to initiate a case in accordance with subsection A of §
16.1-260 on behalf of the local department of social services.

Nothing herein shall prohibit designated nonattorney employees of a local department of social ser-
vices from completing, signing, and filing with the clerk of the juvenile and domestic relations district
court, on forms approved by the Supreme Court of Virginia, petitions for foster care review, petitions for
permanency planning hearings, petitions to establish paternity, motions to establish or modify support,
motions to amend or review an order, or motions for a rule to show cause.

Nothing herein shall prohibit a nonattorney attendance officer, or a local school division super-
intendent or his designee when acting as an attendance officer pursuant to § 22.1-258, from com-
pleting, signing, and filing with the intake officer of a juvenile and domestic relations district court, on
forms approved by the Supreme Court of Virginia, a petition for a violation of a school attendance
order entered by a juvenile and domestic relations district court pursuant to § 16.1-278.5 in response
to the filing of a petition alleging the pupil is a child in need of supervision as defined in § 16.1-228.

As used in this chapter "attorney" means attorney-at-law.

Code 1950, § 54-42; 1972, c. 391; 1974, c. 456; 1976, c. 277; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 650; 1994, c. 30;
1998, c. 796; 2008, cc. 136, 845; 2016, c. 704; 2020, cc. 105, 106.

§ 54.1-3900.01. Protection of client interests; appointment of receiver for practice of a disabled,
impaired, absent, deceased, suspended or disbarred attorney.
A. Upon a showing that an attorney is unable to properly discharge responsibilities to clients by
reason of the attorney's disability, impairment, absence or death or that a suspended or disbarred attor-
ney has not complied with Part Six, Section IV, Paragraph 13 M of the Rules of the Virginia Supreme
Court, and that no responsible party capable of properly discharging the attorney's responsibilities to
clients is known to exist, the circuit court of any city or county wherein the attorney resides, or in the
case of a deceased attorney resided, or maintained an office, upon the ex parte petition of Bar Coun-
sel may issue an order appointing one or more attorneys to serve as receiver with the powers and
duties specified in this section. The court, in its discretion, may require a receiver appointed pursuant
to this section to post bond, with or without surety. The court may issue such order if the petition, sup-
ported by affidavit of the petitioner and such other evidence as the court may require, shows reas-
onable cause to believe that by reason of the subject attorney's disability, impairment, absence, or
death, the subject attorney is unable to properly discharge his responsibilities to clients; or that the sub-
ject attorney's law license has been suspended or revoked and the subject attorney has not complied
with Part Six, Section IV, Paragraph 13 M of the Rules of Supreme Court; and that no responsible
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party capable of properly discharging the subject attorney's responsibilities to clients is known to exist.
The Virginia State Bar shall use its best efforts to provide a copy of the petition, affidavits, and notice
of the time and place of any hearing to the subject attorney and any known duly appointed personal
representative of the subject attorney or the subject attorney's estate.

B. Any receiver so appointed shall be bound by the attorney-client privilege and confidentiality under
the Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct with respect to client matters and shall not disclose any
privileged or confidential client information without client consent, or as required by court order, or to
respond to a Virginia State Bar disciplinary investigation or an investigation by the Virginia State Bar
Clients' Protection Fund involving the subject attorney.

C. Any receiver so appointed shall, unless otherwise ordered by the court, (i) prepare and file with the
Virginia State Bar an inventory of all case files under the subject attorney's control; (ii) notify in writing
all of the subject attorney's clients of the appointment and take whatever action the receiver deems
appropriate to protect the interests of the clients until such time as the clients have had an opportunity
to obtain successor counsel, and in the case of a deceased attorney, notify in writing the personal rep-
resentative, if any, of the deceased attorney's estate and the commissioner of accounts of the circuit
court in which the deceased attorney's estate is being administered that the receiver may have a claim
against the deceased attorney's estate for fees and costs of the receivership; (iii) identify and take con-
trol of all bank accounts, including without limitation trust and operating accounts, over which the sub-
ject attorney had signatory authority in connection with his law practice; (iv) prepare and submit an
accounting of receipts and disbursements and account balances of all funds under the receiver's con-
trol for submission to the court within four months of the appointment and annually thereafter until the
receivership is terminated by the court; (v) attempt to collect any accounts receivable related to the sub-
ject attorney's law practice; (vi) identify and attempt to recover any assets wrongfully diverted from the
subject attorney's law practice, or assets acquired with funds wrongfully diverted from the subject attor-
ney's law practice; (vii) terminate the subject attorney's law practice; (viii) reduce to cash all of the
assets of the subject attorney's law practice, and in the case of a deceased attorney notify in writing
the personal representative, if any, of the deceased attorney's estate, and the commissioner of
accounts of the circuit court in which the deceased attorney's estate is being administered of any pro-
posed liquidations of assets; (ix) determine the nature and amount of all claims of creditors, including
clients, of the subject attorney's law practice; and (x) prepare and file with the court a report of such
assets and claims proposing a distribution to such creditors and, in the case of a deceased attorney,
notify in writing the personal representative, if any, of the deceased attorney's estate and the com-
missioner of accounts of the circuit court in which the deceased attorney's estate is being admin-
istered of the proposed distribution of the receivership funds. Upon the court's approval of the
receiver's report, at a hearing after such notice as the court may require to creditors, the personal rep-
resentative of the subject attorney's estate and the commissioner of accounts of the circuit court in
which the deceased attorney's estate is being administered, the receiver shall distribute the funds in
the receiver's control, including funds produced by the liquidation of the subject attorney's law



practice, first to clients whose funds were or ought to have been held in trust by the subject attorney,
then to the receiver for fees, costs and expenses awarded pursuant to subsection E below, and there-
after to the general creditors of the subject attorney's law practice, including clients whose funds were
not required to have been held in trust by the subject attorney, and then to the subject attorney or the
subject attorney's personal representative.

D. The court may determine whether any assets under the receiver's control should be returned to the
subject attorney or the subject attorney's personal representative during the receivership.

E. Any receiver so appointed shall be entitled, upon proper application to the court in which the
appointment was made, to recover an award of reasonable fees, costs and expenses. If there are not
sufficient nontrust funds to pay the award, then the shortfall shall be paid by the Virginia State Bar, to
the extent that the Virginia State Bar has funds available. The Virginia State Bar shall have a claim
against the subject attorney or the attorney's estate for the amount paid.

F. This statute is declared to be remedial. Its purpose is to protect the interests of clients adversely
affected by attorneys who have either engaged in misconduct or because of disability, impairment,
absence, or death are unable to provide legal services for their clients. It is to be liberally administered
in order to protect those interests and thereby the public's interest in the quality of legal services
provided by Virginia attorneys.

1988, c. 425, § 54-42.01; 1997, c. 239; 2005, cc. 184, 212.

§ 54.1-3900.02. Disclosure of services provided by the Department of Veterans Services.
Attorneys who hold accreditation from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to assist veterans with
VA-related claims and appeals processes shall provide a written disclosure informing all clients of the
free services provided by the Department of Veterans Services for service members, veterans, and
their families.

2023, c. 307.

§ 54.1-3901. Practice of patent law.
A. For the purposes of this section "an attorney recognized to practice before the United States Patent
and Trademark Office in patent cases" is defined as anyone who is authorized to practice law in any
state or territory of the United States, or the District of Columbia, and who is also entitled under the
rules of that Office to represent another in patent cases. The "practice of patent law" is defined as the
performance of all necessary professional services with respect to patent matters concerning which
being recognized to practice before that Office for the performance of such services is required and
includes legal services related to or connected with the practice of patent law.

B. Any attorney who is admitted as an active member of the Virginia State Bar, limited to patent, trade-
mark, copyright and unfair competition cases only, as of July 1, 2000, may continue such active mem-
bership subject to compliance with minimum requirements of Mandatory Continuing Legal Education
Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia.
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C. This section shall not authorize a person recognized to practice before the United States Patent
and Trademark Office in patent cases to appear in any court or tribunal other than the tribunals of that
Office, unless the person is an active member of the Virginia State Bar, generally or an active member
of the Virginia State Bar limited to patent, trademark, copyright and unfair competition cases only as of
July 1, 2000. This section shall not be construed to limit the admission to practice law as an active
member of the Virginia State Bar generally of any person otherwise qualified for general admission.

D. No attorney who is not an active member of the Virginia State Bar, whether or not authorized to
practice before that Office in patent cases, shall be deemed to be admitted to practice patent law
within the meaning of subdivision B 1 of § 54.1-3902 or duly licensed or otherwise legally authorized
to practice law within the meaning of § 13.1-544.

1962, c. 389, § 54-42.1; 1968, c. 10; 1974, c. 597; 1981, c. 103; 1982, c. 633; 1988, c. 765; 2000, c.
355.

§ 54.1-3902. Professional corporations; professional limited liability companies; and registered lim-
ited liability partnerships.
A. No professional corporation organized or qualifying under the provisions of Chapter 7 (§ 13.1-542.1
et seq.) of Title 13.1, professional limited liability company organized or qualifying under the pro-
visions of Chapter 13 (§ 13.1-1100 et seq.) of Title 13.1, or registered limited liability partnership
registered under the provisions of Article 9.1 (§ 50-73.132 et seq.) of Chapter 2.2 of Title 50 shall
render the professional services of attorneys in this Commonwealth unless the professional cor-
poration, professional limited liability company, or registered limited liability partnership is registered
under this section.

B. A professional corporation organized or qualifying under the provisions of Chapter 7 (§ 13.1-542.1
et seq.) of Title 13.1, a professional limited liability company organized or qualifying under the pro-
visions of Chapter 13 (§ 13.1-1100 et seq.) of Title 13.1, or a registered limited liability partnership
registered under the provisions of Article 9.1 (§ 50-73.132 et seq.) of Chapter 2.2 of Title 50 shall be
issued a professional corporation, a professional limited liability company, or a registered limited liab-
ility partnership registration certificate by the Virginia State Bar upon application and payment of a
registration fee of $100, provided that:

1. Each member, manager, partner, employee, or agent of the professional corporation, the pro-
fessional limited liability company, or the registered limited liability partnership who will practice law in
Virginia is an active member of the Virginia State Bar, or otherwise legally authorized to practice law
in Virginia, except that nothing herein shall prohibit a nonlicensed individual from serving as sec-
retary, treasurer, office manager, or business manager of any such corporation, limited liability com-
pany, or registered limited liability partnership; and

2. The name of the professional corporation, the professional limited liability company, or the
registered limited liability partnership and the conduct of its practice conform with the ethical standards
which the shareholders, members, managers, partners, employees, and agents are required to
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observe in the practice of law or patent law as defined in § 54.1-3901 in this Commonwealth and that,
in the case of a corporation, the corporate name complies with subsection A of § 13.1-630; in the case
of a limited liability company, the limited liability company name complies with subsection A of § 13.1-
1012; and, in the case of a registered limited liability partnership, the registered limited liability part-
nership name complies with § 50-73.133.

C. Professional corporation, professional limited liability company, and registered limited liability part-
nership registration certificates shall be renewed biennially for a fee of $50.

1962, c. 389, § 54-42.1; 1968, c. 10; 1973, c. 484, § 54-42.2; 1974, c. 597; 1981, cc. 103, 516; 1982, c.
633; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 574; 1995, c. 116; 2000, c. 355; 2006, cc. 198, 230; 2022, c. 234.

§ 54.1-3903. Oath; qualification; proof of licensure or authorization.
Before an attorney may practice in any court in the Commonwealth, he shall take the oath of fidelity to
the Commonwealth, stating that he will honestly demean himself in the practice of law and execute his
office of attorney-at-law to the best of his ability. An attorney who has qualified before the Supreme
Court of Virginia shall be qualified to practice in all courts of the Commonwealth. An attorney who has
qualified before a court other than the Supreme Court shall be qualified to practice only in the court
which administered his oath.

Each court in which an attorney intends to practice may require the attorney to produce satisfactory
evidence of his licensure or authorization.

Code 1950, § 54-43; 1972, c. 131; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3904. Penalty for practicing without authority.
Any person who practices law without being authorized or licensed shall be guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor. A collection agency may refer debts to an attorney for collection with the creditor's approval
of the referral and the fee arrangement and shall not be deemed to be engaged in the unauthorized
practice of law. An attorney is permitted by the creditor's authorization to enter into such representation
agreements.

Code 1950, § 54-44; 1988, c. 765; 1994, c. 441.

§ 54.1-3905. Furnishing advice and services for compensation in connection with certain debt-pool-
ing plans deemed practicing law.
The furnishing of advice or services for compensation to a debtor in connection with a debt-pooling
plan pursuant to which the debtor deposits funds for the purpose of distributing them among his cred-
itors, except as authorized for persons licensed pursuant to § 6.2-2005, shall be deemed to be prac-
ticing law. Any person or agency not so authorized or who is not a member of the Virginia State Bar
who furnishes or offers to furnish such advice or services for compensation shall be in violation of this
section. However, it shall not constitute the practice of law merely to make or undertake to make pay-
ments to creditors on behalf of debtors, provided any person or agency that does so does not also
negotiate with creditors, undertake to negotiate with creditors, or hold itself out as undertaking to nego-
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tiate with creditors on behalf of one or more debtors. Any person who violates this section shall be
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

1956, c. 584, § 54-44.1; 1975, c. 645; 1988, c. 765; 1994, c. 567; 2004, c. 790.

§ 54.1-3906. Liability to client.
Every attorney shall be liable to his client for any damage sustained by the client through the neglect
of his duty as such attorney.

Code 1950, § 54-46; 1988, c. 765; 2011, c. 703.

§ 54.1-3907. Reasonable care of attorney in selection of index.
Any attorney who in the examination of records in the office of the clerk of any court in this Com-
monwealth relies upon the correctness of any index found in such office, whether it is the original
index prepared by the clerk or by persons other than the clerk, shall be deemed to have used reas-
onable care in the selection of the index.

1960, c. 441, § 54-44.2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3908. Liability for words used in proceedings concerning conduct.
No person shall be held liable in any civil action for words written or spoken in any complaint regard-
ing, proceeding concerning, or investigation of, the professional conduct of any member of the Virginia
State Bar, unless it is shown that such statements were false and were made willfully and maliciously.

Code 1950, § 54-47; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 574; 1996, c. 399.

Article 2 - BAR ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT

§ 54.1-3909. Rules and regulations defining practice of law and prescribing procedures for practice
of law by law students, codes of ethics, use of limited liability companies, and disciplinary pro-
cedure.
The Supreme Court may promulgate rules and regulations:

Defining the practice of law.

Prescribing procedures for the limited practice of law by third-year law students.

Prescribing a code of ethics governing the professional conduct of attorneys including the practice of
law or patent law through professional law corporations, limited liability companies, and partnerships,
and a code of judicial ethics.

Prescribing procedures for disciplining, suspending, and disbarring attorneys.

Code 1950, § 54-48; 1973, c. 484; 1974, c. 456; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 574.

§ 54.1-3910. Organization and government of Virginia State Bar.
The Supreme Court may promulgate rules and regulations organizing and governing the Virginia
State Bar. The Virginia State Bar shall act as an administrative agency of the Court for the purpose of
investigating and reporting violations of rules and regulations adopted by the Court under this article.
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All advisory opinions issued by the Virginia State Bar's Standing Committees on Legal Ethics, Lawyer
Advertising and Solicitation, and Unauthorized Practice of Law shall be incorporated into the Code of
Virginia pursuant to § 30-154. All persons engaged in the practice of law in the Commonwealth shall
be active members in good standing of the Virginia State Bar.

Code 1950, § 54-49; 1974, c. 536; 1991, c. 564; 2002, c. 306.

§ 54.1-3910.1. Enforcement, etc., of costs.
Orders of the Disciplinary Board regarding unpaid costs assessed by the Clerk of the Disciplinary Sys-
tem pursuant to Part Six, Section IV, Paragraph 13 of the Rules of the Supreme Court may be recor-
ded, enforced, and satisfied as orders or decrees of a circuit court upon certification of such order by
the Disciplinary Board.

2001, c. 225.

§ 54.1-3911. Transmission of certain information to the House Committee for Courts of Justice and
the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.
The Virginia State Bar is authorized to transmit to the House Committee for Courts of Justice and the
Senate Committee on the Judiciary, upon request of the chairman of either Committee, any evidence
that it has in its possession with reference to any pending disciplinary proceeding involving a licensed
attorney whose name has been placed before the Committee for consideration for election as a judge
of a court of this Commonwealth and the record of any previous disciplinary action taken against the
attorney.

1985, c. 264, § 54-49.1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3912. Fees.
The Supreme Court may promulgate rules and regulations fixing a schedule of fees to be paid by
members of the Virginia State Bar for the purpose of administering this article, and providing for the col-
lection and disbursement of such fees; but the annual fees to be paid by any attorney shall not exceed
$250.

Code 1950, § 54-50; 1956, c. 256; 1964, c. 332; 1970, c. 605; 1975, c. 218; 1982, c. 602; 1986, c. 205;
1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 38; 1995, c. 15.

§ 54.1-3913. State Bar Fund; receipts; disbursements.
The State Bar Fund is continued as a special fund in the state treasury. All fees collected from the
members of the Virginia State Bar as provided in § 54.1-3912 shall be paid into the state treasury
immediately upon collection and credited to the State Bar Fund. All moneys paid into the Fund are
hereby appropriated to the Virginia State Bar for the purpose of administering the provisions of this art-
icle. All disbursements from the Fund shall be made by the State Treasurer upon warrants of the
Comptroller issued upon vouchers signed by an authorized officer of the Virginia State Bar in accord-
ance with rules and regulations promulgated by the Supreme Court.

Code 1950, § 54-52; 1964, c. 531; 1974, c. 608; 1979, c. 440; 1988, c. 765.
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§ 54.1-3913.1. Clients' Protection Fund.
The Clients' Protection Fund is continued as a special fund of the Virginia State Bar. The Fund shall
consist of moneys transferred to it from the State Bar Fund and the Virginia State Bar's Administration
and Finance Account. Disbursements to the Clients' Protection Fund from the State Bar Fund shall be
made only upon approval of the disbursements through the annual budgetary process of the Virginia
State Bar. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-3912, the Supreme Court may adopt rules assess-
ing members of the Virginia State Bar an annual fee of up to $25 to be deposited in the State Bar Fund
and transferred to the Clients' Protection Fund.

1996, c. 346; 2007, c. 807.

§ 54.1-3914. Forfeiture of license for failing to pay fees; restoration of license.
Any attorney licensed to practice in this Commonwealth who fails for two successive years to pay the
annual fees provided for by § 54.1-3912, shall thereby forfeit his license to practice law in this Com-
monwealth.

On or before July 31 of each year, the Executive Director of the Virginia State Bar shall notify every
attorney whose fees for the two preceding years have not been paid. The notice shall be deemed to
have been given if deposited by registered or certified mail addressed to such attorney at his address
as shown on the Executive Director's official records. If payment is not received by the Executive Dir-
ector within six months from the date of such notice, he shall remove the name of the attorney from his
list of persons qualified to practice law in Virginia, and shall notify the clerk of the Supreme Court of
Virginia that the name of the attorney has been removed. The name of any attorney so removed shall
be restored only upon application of such person to the Executive Director accompanied by a sum
equal to the aggregate of all fees which are due, plus a penalty of $100. Upon receipt of the fees and
penalty, the Executive Director shall restore the name of such person to his list of persons qualified to
practice law in Virginia and shall notify the clerk of the Supreme Court of Virginia that such name has
been restored.

1960, c. 459, § 54-50.1; 1984, c. 359; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3915. Restrictions as to rules and regulations.
Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this article, the Supreme Court shall not promulgate rules
or regulations prescribing a code of ethics governing the professional conduct of attorneys which are
inconsistent with any statute; nor shall it promulgate any rule or regulation or method of procedure
which eliminates the jurisdiction of the courts to deal with the discipline of attorneys. In no case shall
an attorney who demands to be tried by a court of competent jurisdiction for the violation of any rule or
regulation adopted under this article be tried in any other manner.

Code 1950, § 54-51; 1974, c. 536; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3915.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 342, cl. 2, effective July 1, 2021.

§ 54.1-3916. Legal aid societies.
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A. The Virginia State Bar through its governing body is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations
governing the function and operation of legal aid societies to further the objective of providing legal
assistance to persons requiring such assistance but unable to pay for it. To the extent that interest is
paid by a financial institution on client funds deposited by attorneys or law firms in pooled interest-
bearing accounts, any interest earned on such accounts shall be paid by the financial institution peri-
odically, but at least quarterly, to the Legal Services Corporation of Virginia.

B. The rules and regulations adopted under subsection A may be enforced by the Virginia State Bar,
or by the Attorney General if so authorized by the Virginia State Bar.

C. It shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person, firm, corporation, or other organization to render
legal services as a legal aid society, or for any attorney to render legal services at the instance or
request of any such person, firm, corporation, or organization unless the person, firm, corporation, or
organization complies with the rules and regulations adopted under subsection A. In addition to the
criminal penalty, an injunction shall lie to prevent any violation of this section or rule or regulation
adopted hereunder.

1956, Ex. Sess., c. 47; 1958, c. 253; 1988, c. 765; 1995, c. 93; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 342.

§ 54.1-3917. Master retirement program.
The Virginia State Bar through its governing body is authorized to approve and be a party to a master
retirement program for the benefit of the members of the Virginia State Bar, their employees and fam-
ilies, including the power to execute, amend and revoke a master plan and trust agreement and to pay
from the State Bar Fund in the manner provided in § 54.1-3913 the printing and administrative costs
incurred in the promulgation and explanation of such program to the members of the Virginia State
Bar. Any such program entered into or expenditure made before June 28, 1968, is hereby validated.

1968, c. 370, § 54-52.2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3917.1. Group or individual insurance policies.
The Virginia State Bar, through its governing body, is authorized to endorse insurance coverages or to
be a holder of group or individual insurance policies for the benefit of the members of the Virginia
State Bar, their employees and families. In connection therewith, the Virginia State Bar is authorized
to execute, amend and revoke agreements to provide such endorsement or such group or individual
insurance policies to such members, employees and families. All group or individual insurance
policies or coverages endorsed or held by the Virginia State Bar before July 1, 1995, are hereby
approved.

1995, c. 65.

§ 54.1-3918. Availability of Virginia State Bar membership list.
When requested, copies of the Virginia State Bar membership address list shall be made available to
Virginia professional legal organizations which operate not for profit and which regularly conduct con-
tinuing legal education programs in the Commonwealth. If specified by the requestor, the list shall be
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made available in computer sorted zip code sequence in a mailing label format suitable for bulk mail-
ing. Lists shall be provided by the Virginia State Bar on a cost recovery basis.

Each request for the mailing list shall be made in writing by requesting organizations to the Executive
Director of the Virginia State Bar. Each request shall state the date the list is needed by the requestor
and each request shall be postmarked no less than thirty days prior to such date. The cost of mailing
or shipping shall be borne by the requestor.

1981, c. 496, § 54-52.2:1; 1988, c. 765.

Article 3 - BOARD OF BAR EXAMINERS

§ 54.1-3919. Composition of Board; quorum.
The Board of Bar Examiners shall be responsible for the examination of applicants and otherwise
ascertaining the qualifications of applicants for admission to the bar and shall be composed of five
attorneys who are residents of the Commonwealth. Three members of the Board shall constitute a
quorum for holding examinations or the transaction of other business. The word "Board" when used in
this chapter shall mean the Board of Bar Examiners.

Code 1950, §§ 54-53, 54-55; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 796.

§ 54.1-3920. Appointment and terms of members.
The members of the Board shall be appointed by the Supreme Court for five-year terms. Vacancies
shall be filled by the Court for the full term of five years.

Code 1950, § 54-54; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3921. Board to elect one of its members president; appointment of secretary and treasurer.
The Board shall elect one of its members to serve as its president, and may appoint a qualified mem-
ber of the Virginia State Bar to act as secretary and treasurer of the Board.

Code 1950, § 54-56; 1972, c. 444; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3922. Powers, rules and regulations.
The Board shall do, or cause to be done, all things it considers necessary, convenient or expedient in
connection with the preparation, conduct and grading of examinations, in determining the qual-
ifications of applicants, in determining requirements for taking and passing examinations, and in grant-
ing such certificates to practice law as may be authorized by the Supreme Court. The Board may
promulgate rules and regulations to aid in the exercise of its authority and in the discharge of its
duties.

1976, c. 377, § 54-57.1; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 796.

§ 54.1-3923. Compensation of members, secretary, treasurer and character and fitness committee;
expenses of examinations.
The members of the Board and members of any character and fitness committee shall each receive
such compensation as established by the Rules of the Supreme Court for the time spent in the
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discharge of their duties as members, and shall be entitled to reimbursement for such of their actual
expenses as are necessary and ordinarily incident to travel as members of the Board or such char-
acter and fitness committee to be computed in accordance with §§ 2.2-2814 through 2.2-2826. The
compensation of the secretary and treasurer shall be fixed by the Board. The compensation for ser-
vices and expenses shall not exceed the amount received as fees from applicants, which shall be
fixed by the rules and regulations adopted by the Board.

Code 1950, § 54-58; 1954, c. 709; 1956, c. 252; 1960, c. 90; 1966, c. 25; 1970, c. 255; 1987, c. 339;
1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 734; 1993, c. 262.

§ 54.1-3924. Fees paid by applicants.
In order to defray the compensation, mileage and expenses above provided for, the Board shall fix by
general rule or special order the fees to be paid by each applicant.

Code 1950, § 54-59; 1988, c. 765.

Article 4 - EXAMINATIONS AND ISSUANCE OF LICENSES

§ 54.1-3925. Application for examination.
A person desiring to take an examination under this article shall file with the Board his application
therefor in such form as the Board may require not later than May 10 for the next following July exam-
ination and December 15 for the next following February examination. An application shall be
deemed to be timely filed if (i) it is transmitted expense prepaid to the Office of the Secretary of the
Board by priority, express, registered, or certified mail via the United States Postal Service, or by a
third party commercial carrier for next-day delivery, and (ii) the official receipt therefor issued by the
United States Postal Service or by such third party commercial carrier, which shall be exhibited on
demand of the Secretary, shows such transmission or mailing to the Secretary's office on or before the
prescribed deadline.

Code 1950, § 54-60; 1952, c. 553; 1960, c. 379; 1966, c. 157; 1968, c. 74; 1972, cc. 535, 824; 1974, c.
686; 1980, c. 533; 1987, c. 265; 1987, Sp. Sess., c. 2; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 734; 1998, c. 71; 2011, c.
709.

§ 54.1-3925.1. Proof of character and fitness required of applicant; character and fitness com-
mittee; fees.
A. Before issuing to any applicant a license or certificate to practice law in Virginia, the Board shall
have found from satisfactory evidence produced by the applicant in such form as the Board may
require that the applicant is a person of honest demeanor and good moral character, is over the age of
eighteen and possesses the requisite fitness to perform the obligations and responsibilities of a prac-
ticing attorney at law.

B. In making such determinations, the Board shall conduct such further inquiries, interviews and hear-
ings as the Board may deem necessary. At the request of the Board, the Supreme Court may appoint
a separate character and fitness committee, some of the members of which may be persons who are
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not licensed attorneys, to assist in reviewing character and fitness evidence and to make recom-
mendations to the Board based upon standards adopted by the Board; however, no applicant shall be
denied a license on character and fitness reasons except by action of a majority of the Board, after
notice to the applicant and an opportunity for the applicant to be heard before the Board.

C. The Board shall from time to time set character and fitness application fees sufficient to cover the
costs of the character and fitness process.

1992, c. 734; 1998, c. 796.

§ 54.1-3925.2. Access to criminal history records.
The Board is authorized to obtain criminal history record information relating to an applicant from any
state or federal law-enforcement agency. Any information so obtained is for the exclusive use of the
Board and the character and fitness committee and shall not be released to any other person or
agency except in furtherance of the investigation of the applicant or with the authorization of the applic-
ant or upon court order.

1992, c. 734.

§ 54.1-3925.3. Authority for subpoenas; qualified privilege and immunity.
A. In the conduct of investigations and hearings, the Board and character and fitness committee may
administer oaths and affirmations and may issue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses and the
production of papers, books, accounts, documents, and other records or tangible evidence relevant to
any such investigation or hearing. Any subpoena shall be issued in the name of the Board and be
signed by a member of the Board or by its secretary.

B. If any person fails or refuses to obey a subpoena, or to give testimony, the Board shall notify the cir-
cuit court of the county or city wherein the hearing is or was to have been held, or where the doc-
uments or tangible things were to have been produced. On receipt of the notice, the circuit court shall
issue an order compelling such person's attendance or testimony, or both, or the production of the doc-
uments or tangible things, to the same extent as could be required in a proceeding in court.

C. Information furnished to and testimony given before the Board or the character and fitness com-
mittee in the course of an investigation or hearing shall be privileged, and any person furnishing
information or giving testimony shall be immune from civil liability therefor, unless it is shown that such
person was motivated by actual malice.

1992, c. 734.

§ 54.1-3926. Preliminary proof of education required of applicant.
Before an applicant will be permitted to take any examination under this article, the applicant shall fur-
nish to the Board satisfactory evidence that he has:

1. Satisfactorily completed legal studies amounting to at least five semesters, or the equivalent of at
least five semesters on a system other than a semester system, of full-time study at a law school
approved by the American Bar Association or the Board;
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2. Received a bachelor's degree from an accredited baccalaureate institution of higher education and
studied law for three years, consisting of not less than 18 hours per week for at least 40 weeks per
year in the office of an attorney practicing in the Commonwealth, whose full time is devoted to the prac-
tice of law;

3. Studied law for at least three years partly in a law school approved by the American Bar Asso-
ciation or the Board and partly, for not less than 18 hours per week for at least 40 weeks per year, in
the office of an attorney practicing in the Commonwealth whose full time is devoted to the practice of
law;

4. Received a bachelor's degree from an accredited baccalaureate institution of higher education and
studied law for three years, consisting of not less than 18 hours per week for at least 40 weeks per
year, with a retired circuit court judge who served the Commonwealth as a circuit court judge for a min-
imum of 10 years and who at the time of commencement of the three-year study period was retired for
not more than five years; or

5. Completed all degree requirements from a law school not approved by the American Bar Asso-
ciation, including a foreign law school, obtained an LL.M. from a law school approved by the American
Bar Association, and been admitted to practice law before the court of last resort in any state or ter-
ritory of the United States or the District of Columbia.

The attorney in whose office or the judge with whom the applicant intends to study shall be approved
by the Board, which shall prescribe reasonable conditions as to the course of study.

Code 1950, § 54-62; 1952, c. 553; 1960, c. 379; 1980, c. 533; 1988, c. 765; 1995, c. 336; 1998, cc.
119, 796; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 296; 2022, c. 148.

§ 54.1-3927. Time and place of examination.
The Board shall hold at least two examinations each year, at such times as it may prescribe by gen-
eral rule or special order. If only two examinations are held in any one year, they shall not be less than
four months apart. One examination shall be held in the City of Richmond, and one in the City of Roan-
oke each year, unless for good cause it is necessary to hold it elsewhere.

Code 1950, § 54-63; 1973, c. 284; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3928. Issuance of license or certificate; list of persons certified to Supreme Court.
The Board shall issue a license to practice law in this Commonwealth to every applicant who suc-
cessfully passes the examination on all the subjects required and complies with the requirements of
this chapter and the rules of the Board. The Board shall issue a certificate to practice law in the Com-
monwealth to an applicant if the Board is satisfied that the applicant meets the criteria for the cer-
tificate established by Rules of the Supreme Court.

The license or certificate shall be signed by at least three members of the Board. The Board shall forth-
with certify to the Supreme Court a list of persons whom it has licensed or to whom it has issued a cer-
tificate, and the list shall be spread upon the records of the Court.
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Code 1950, § 54-64; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 796.

§ 54.1-3929. Preservation of examination papers.
The essay portion of the examination papers shall be kept on file in the office of the secretary and
treasurer in Richmond for one year after the examination, after which it may be destroyed.

Code 1950, § 54-65; 1973, c. 284; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3930. Reexaminations.
Any applicant who fails an examination given after July 15, 1960, may be reexamined not more than
four additional times upon showing to the Board that he has diligently pursued the study of law since
the former examination and that he remains otherwise qualified under the provisions of this article.
However, the Board may allow an applicant who has taken the examination five times to take addi-
tional examinations when, in the discretion of the Board, the applicant has shown mitigating cir-
cumstances which constitute good and sufficient cause for the applicant's failing the prior
examination.

Code 1950, § 54-66; 1960, c. 379; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3931. Granting certificates without examination; law professors.
A. The Supreme Court shall have discretion to grant a certificate without examination to any attorney
who has been admitted to practice law before the court of last resort of any state or territory of the
United States or the District of Columbia for at least five years. The certificate shall entitle the holder,
after paying his license tax, to practice in the courts of this Commonwealth.

B. The Supreme Court shall also have discretion to grant a certificate without examination to any per-
son connected with any foreign embassy or legation to appear in the courts of this Commonwealth in
all matters connected with his official duties, provided that the person has been admitted to practice in
the court of last resort of the jurisdiction of the embassy or legation to which he is attached or he has
received a degree from a law school approved by the American Bar Association.

C. The Supreme Court shall have the authority to promulgate rules and regulations allowing pro-
fessors in law schools located in the Commonwealth, which are accredited by the American Bar Asso-
ciation, to become associate members of the Virginia State Bar. Nothing in this subsection shall
preclude the granting of a certificate without examination to a professor who is otherwise eligible for
such a certificate under any other provision of this section.

D. The Supreme Court may authorize the Board or any committee thereof to administer the provisions
of this section.

E. All other persons shall take the examinations and comply with the applicable provisions of this
chapter.

Code 1950, § 54-67; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 796; 2013, c. 396.
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Article 5 - Fees

§ 54.1-3932. Lien for fees.
A. Any person having or claiming a cause of action (i) sounding in tort, (ii) for liquidated or unli-
quidated damages on contract, or (iii) for annulment or divorce may contract with any attorney to pro-
secute the same, and, upon contracting such attorney, the attorney shall have a lien upon the cause of
action as security for his fees for any services rendered in relation to the cause of action or claim.
When any such contract is made, and written notice of the claim of such lien is given to the client or
former client, the opposite party or such party's attorney or agent, and the clerk of court in which a case
may be pending, any settlement or adjustment of the cause of action is void against the lien so cre-
ated, except as proof of liability on such cause of action. Written notice of the lien shall be given either
within 45 days of the end of representation or (a) in causes of action sounding in tort or for liquidated
or unliquidated damages on contract, before settlement or adjustment, whichever is earlier or (b) in
cases of annulment or divorce, before final judgment is entered, whichever is earlier. Nothing in this
section affects the existing law in respect to champertous contracts. In causes of action for annulment
or divorce, the court may not determine the validity or amount of the lien until the divorce judgment is
final and all residual disputes regarding marital property are concluded. Nothing in this section affects
the existing law in respect to exemptions from creditor process under federal or state law.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions in subsection A, a court in a case of annulment or divorce may, in its
discretion, exclude spousal support and child support from the scope of the attorney's lien.

C. The validity and amount of the lien may be determined either by motion in the case in which the
lien is claimed, or by separate action after final judgment has been entered therein or if no case has
been filed. The validity and amount of the lien shall be determined by the court without a jury.

Code 1950, § 54-70; 1988, c. 765; 2001, c. 495; 2023, c. 234.

§ 54.1-3933. Decreeing fee out of funds under control of court.
No court shall decree or order any fee or compensation to counsel to be paid out of money or property
under the control of the court, unless the claim is in the complaint, petition, or other proceeding, of
which the parties interested have due notice.

Code 1950, § 54-71; 1988, c. 765; 2020, c. 112.

Article 6 - REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF LICENSES; DISBARMENT
PROCEEDINGS

§ 54.1-3934. Revocation of license by Board.
The Board of Bar Examiners may, for good cause, revoke any license issued by it at any time before
there has been a qualification under it in any of the courts of this Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 54-72; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3935. Procedure for disciplining attorneys by three-judge circuit court.
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A. Any attorney who is the subject of a disciplinary proceeding or the Virginia State Bar may elect to
terminate the proceeding before the Bar Disciplinary Board or a district committee and demand that fur-
ther proceedings be conducted by a three-judge circuit court. Such demand shall be made in accord-
ance with the rules and procedures set forth in Part Six, Section IV, Paragraph 13 of the Rules of
Supreme Court of Virginia. Upon receipt of a demand for a three-judge circuit court, the Virginia State
Bar shall file a complaint in a circuit court where venue is proper and the chief judge of the circuit court
shall issue a rule against the attorney to show cause why the attorney shall not be disciplined. At the
time the rule is issued by the circuit court, the court shall certify the fact of such issuance and the time
and place of the hearing thereon to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, who shall designate the
three-judge circuit court, which shall consist of three circuit court judges of circuits other than the cir-
cuit in which the case is pending, to hear and decide the case. The rules and procedures set forth in
Part Six, Section IV, Paragraph 13 of the Rules of Supreme Court of Virginia shall govern any attorney
disciplinary proceeding before a three-judge circuit court.

B. Bar Counsel of the Virginia State Bar shall prosecute the case. Special counsel may be appointed
to prosecute the case pursuant to § 2.2-510.

C. The three-judge circuit court hearing the case may dismiss the case or impose any sanction author-
ized by Part Six, Section IV, Paragraph 13 of the Rules of Supreme Court of Virginia. In any case in
which the attorney is found to have engaged in any criminal activity that violates the Virginia Rules of
Professional Conduct and results in the loss of property of one or more of the attorney's clients, the
three-judge circuit court shall also require, in instances where the attorney is allowed to retain his
license, or is permitted to have his license reinstated or restored, that such attorney maintain pro-
fessional malpractice insurance during the time for which he is licensed to practice law in the Com-
monwealth. The Virginia State Bar shall establish standards setting forth the minimum amount of
coverage that the attorney shall maintain in order to meet the requirements of this subsection. Before
resuming the practice of law in the Commonwealth, the attorney shall certify to the Virginia State Bar
that he has the required insurance and shall provide the name of the insurance carrier and the policy
number.

D. The attorney, may, as of right, appeal from the judgment of the three-judge circuit court to the
Supreme Court pursuant to the procedure for filing an appeal from a trial court, as set forth in Part 5 of
the Rules of Supreme Court of Virginia. In any such appeal, the Supreme Court may, upon petition of
the attorney, stay the effect of an order of revocation or suspension during the pendency of the appeal.
Any other sanction imposed by a three-judge circuit court shall be automatically stayed prior to or dur-
ing the pendency of the appeal.

E. Nothing in this section shall affect the right of a court to require from an attorney security for good
behavior or to fine the attorney for contempt of court.

Code 1950, §§ 54-74, 54-75; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 33; 1964, c. 201; 1970, c. 430; 1972, c. 103; 1980, c.
289; 1984, cc. 289, 703; 1988, c. 765; 1997, c. 238; 1998, cc. 339, 637; 2009, c. 287; 2017, cc. 40, 91.
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§ 54.1-3936. Protection of client interests in proceedings pending disciplinary action.
A. If Bar Counsel has reasonable cause to believe that an attorney is engaging in any activity which is
unlawful or violates the Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct and which will result in loss of property
of one or more of the attorney's clients or any other person, Bar Counsel may submit an ex parte peti-
tion to the circuit court of the city or county wherein the attorney who is the subject of the petition
resides or is doing business for the issuance of an order authorizing the immediate inspection by and
production to representatives of the petitioner of any records, documents, and physical or other evid-
ence belonging to the subject attorney or any professional partnership, professional limited liability
company, or professional corporation with which the subject attorney is associated. The court may
issue such order without notice to the attorney if the petition, supported by affidavit of the petitioner
and such other evidence as the court may require, shows reasonable cause to believe that such
action is required to prevent immediate loss of property of one or more of the subject attorney's clients
or any other person. The papers filed with the court pursuant to this subsection shall be placed under
seal.

B. If Bar Counsel has reasonable cause to believe that an attorney is engaging in any activity which is
unlawful or in violation of the Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct and which will result in loss of
property of one or more of the attorney's clients or any other person, Bar Counsel may file a petition
with the circuit court of the county or city wherein the subject attorney resides or is doing business.
The petition may seek the following relief: (i) an injunction prohibiting the withdrawal of any bank
deposits or the disposition of any other assets belonging to or subject to the control of the subject attor-
ney or any professional partnership, professional limited liability company, or professional corporation
with which the subject attorney is associated; and (ii) the appointment of a receiver for all or part of the
funds or property of the subject attorney's law practice or of any professional partnership, professional
limited liability company, or professional corporation with which the subject attorney is associated.
The subject attorney shall be given notice of the time and place of the hearing on the petition and an
opportunity to offer evidence. The court, in its discretion, may require a receiver appointed pursuant to
this section to post bond, with or without surety. The papers filed with the court under this subsection
shall be placed under seal until such time as the court grants an injunction or appoints a receiver. The
court may issue an injunction, appoint a receiver or provide such other relief as the court may consider
proper if, after a hearing, the court finds that such relief is necessary or appropriate to prevent loss of
property of one or more of the subject attorney's clients or any other person.

C. In any proceeding under subsection B, any professional partnership, professional limited liability
company, or professional corporation with which the subject attorney is associated and any other per-
son or entity known to Bar Counsel to be indebted to or having in his possession property, real or per-
sonal, belonging to or subject to the control of the subject attorney's law practice and which property
Bar Counsel reasonably believes may become part of the receivership assets, shall be served with a
copy of the petition and notice of the time and place of the hearing.



D. The receiver shall, unless otherwise ordered by the court, (i) prepare and file with the Virginia State
Bar an inventory of all case files under the subject attorney's control; (ii) notify in writing all of the sub-
ject attorney's clients of the appointment and take whatever action the receiver deems appropriate to
protect the interests of the clients until such time as the clients have had an opportunity to obtain suc-
cessor counsel, and in the case of a deceased attorney, notify in writing the personal representative, if
any, of the deceased attorney's estate and the commissioner of accounts of the circuit court in which
the deceased attorney's estate is being administered that the receiver may have a claim against the
deceased attorney's estate for fees and costs of the receivership; (iii) identify and take control of all
bank accounts, including without limitation trust and operating accounts, over which the subject attor-
ney had signatory authority in connection with his law practice; (iv) prepare and submit an accounting
of receipts and disbursements and account balances of all funds under the receiver's control for sub-
mission to the court within four months of the appointment and annually thereafter until the receiv-
ership is terminated by the court; (v) attempt to collect any accounts receivable related to the subject
attorney's law practice; (vi) identify and attempt to recover any assets wrongfully diverted from the sub-
ject attorney's law practice, or assets acquired with funds wrongfully diverted from the subject attor-
ney's law practice; (vii) terminate the subject attorney's law practice; (viii) reduce to cash all of the
assets of the subject attorney's law practice, and in the case of a deceased attorney notify in writing
the personal representative, if any, of the deceased attorney's estate, and the commissioner of
accounts of the circuit court in which the deceased attorney's estate is being administered of any pro-
posed liquidations of assets; (ix) determine the nature and amount of all claims of creditors, including
clients, of the subject attorney's law practice; and (x) prepare and file with the court a report of such
assets and claims proposing a distribution to such creditors and, in the case of a deceased attorney,
notify in writing the personal representative, if any, of the deceased attorney's estate and the com-
missioner of accounts of the circuit court in which the deceased attorney's estate is being admin-
istered of the proposed distribution of the receivership funds. Upon the court's approval of the
receiver's report, at a hearing after such notice as the court may require to creditors, the personal rep-
resentative of the subject attorney's estate and the commissioner of accounts of the circuit court in
which the deceased attorney's estate is being administered, the receiver shall distribute the assets of
the subject attorney's law practice first to clients whose funds were or ought to have been held in trust
by the subject attorney, then to the receiver for fees, costs, and expenses awarded pursuant to sub-
section E, and thereafter to the general creditors of the subject attorney's law practice, including cli-
ents whose funds were not required to have been held in trust by the subject attorney, and then to the
subject attorney or the subject attorney's personal representative.

E. A receiver appointed pursuant to this section shall be entitled, upon proper application to the court
in which the appointment was made, to recover an award of reasonable fees, costs, and expenses. If
there are not sufficient nontrust funds to pay the award, then the shortfall shall be paid by the Virginia
State Bar, to the extent that the Virginia State Bar has funds available. The Virginia State Bar shall
have a claim against the subject attorney or the subject attorney's estate for the amount paid.



F. The court may determine whether any assets under the receiver's control should be returned to the
subject attorney or the subject attorney's personal representative during the receivership.

G. This statute is declared to be remedial. Its purpose is to protect the interests of clients adversely
affected by attorneys who have engaged in misconduct. It is to be liberally administered in order to pro-
tect those interests and thereby the public's interest in the quality of legal services provided by Virginia
attorneys.

1985, c. 418, § 54-74.01; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 574; 1997, c. 239; 2005, cc. 184, 212.

§ 54.1-3937. Procedure for revocation of certificate of registration of professional law corporations
or professional limited liability companies.
A. If the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals or any circuit court of this Commonwealth observes, or if
a complaint, verified by affidavit, is made by any person to a circuit court having jurisdiction where the
alleged violation occurred, that any law corporation or professional limited liability company has will-
fully failed to comply with the applicable ethical standards of the Virginia Code of Professional
Responsibility or the applicable statutes governing professional corporations or professional limited
liability companies, such court may issue a rule against such law corporation or law professional lim-
ited liability company to show cause why its certificate of registration should not be revoked. If the com-
plaint, verified by affidavit, is made by the Bar Counsel or a district committee of the Virginia State Bar,
the court shall issue a rule against the law corporation or law professional limited liability company to
show cause why its certificate of registration should not be revoked. However, such rule shall not
issue if the violation is (i) that of one or several persons only and the interest of justice and the pro-
tection of the public can be fairly served by appropriate disciplinary proceedings against the indi-
viduals involved, or (ii) that the law corporation does not have a valid certificate of registration.

B. If the rule is issued by the Supreme Court, the rule shall be returnable to the Circuit Court of the City
of Richmond. At the time the rule is issued, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall designate
three circuit court judges to hear and decide the case.

If the rule is issued by a circuit court or the Court of Appeals, it shall thereupon certify the fact of such
issuance to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The Chief Justice shall designate three circuit
court judges of circuits other than the circuit in which the case is pending to hear and decide the case.

C. Bar Counsel of the Virginia State Bar shall prosecute the case. Special counsel may be appointed
to prosecute the case pursuant to § 2.2-510.

D. If, after notice and opportunity to be heard, the law corporation or law professional limited liability
company is found guilty by the court of a willful failure to comply with the applicable ethical standards
in the Virginia Code of Professional Responsibility or the applicable statutes governing professional
corporations or professional limited liability companies, the court may (i) reprimand the professional
corporation or professional limited liability company, (ii) put it on terms to comply with the applicable
law or ethical standards within a reasonable time upon condition that failure to comply shall constitute
grounds for suspension or revocation of the certificate of registration or for other disciplinary action, or
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(iii) suspend or revoke the certificate of registration. If the violation is such that it can be corrected upon
notice to the law corporation or law professional limited liability company and it is corrected to the sat-
isfaction of the court, or if the violation is that of one or several persons only, the certificate of regis-
tration shall not be suspended or revoked if the interest of justice and the protection of the public can
be fairly served by applicable disciplinary proceedings against the individuals involved.

E. The law corporation or professional limited liability company may, as of right, appeal from the judg-
ment of the court to the Supreme Court by petition based upon a true transcript of the record, which
shall be made up and certified as in actions at law. In all cases where a professional corporation's or
professional limited liability company's certificate of registration has been revoked or suspended by
the court, such revocation or suspension shall be suspended pending appeal.

F. In any proceedings under this section the defendant shall be entitled to a full and fair hearing and
representation by counsel.

1974, c. 674, § 54-74.1; 1980, c. 289; 1984, c. 703; 1988, c. 765; 1992, c. 574.

§ 54.1-3938. Service of process in license revocation proceedings.
If personal service of process cannot be had upon the defendant in license revocation proceedings,
proceedings may be had by order of publication on proper affidavit.

Code 1950, § 54-76; 1987, c. 567; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3938.1. Subpoena issued pursuant to law of another jurisdiction.
Whenever a subpoena is sought in this Commonwealth pursuant to the laws of another jurisdiction for
use in lawyer discipline or disability proceedings, and where the request for the subpoena has been
duly approved under the laws of the other jurisdiction, the chair or a vice-chair of the Virginia State Bar
Disciplinary Board, upon receiving an application from Bar Counsel, may issue a subpoena as
provided in this section to compel the attendance of witnesses and production of documents in the
county or city in the Commonwealth where the witness resides or is employed or elsewhere as agreed
by the witness. The circuit courts shall have the power to enforce a subpoena issued pursuant to this
section and to adjudge disobedience thereof as contempt. The privilege extended by this section shall
be available only to those jurisdictions that extend a similar privilege for disciplinary proceedings in
this Commonwealth.

2000, cc. 24, 188.

Article 7 - SOLICITATION OF PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT

§ 54.1-3939. Definitions.
As used in this article:

"Agent" means any person who acts for another with or without compensation at the request, or with
the knowledge and acquiescence, of the other in dealing with third persons.
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"Runner" or "capper" means any person acting within the Commonwealth as an agent for an attorney
in the solicitation of professional employment for the attorney.

"Solicitation of professional employment" means obtaining or attempting to obtain, for an attorney, the
opportunity to represent or render other legal services to another person, for which services the attor-
ney will or may receive compensation. Solicitation of professional employment shall not include con-
duct (i) limited to mere statements of opinion respecting the ability of an attorney, (ii) pursuant to a
uniform legal aid or lawyer referral plan approved by the Virginia State Bar or (iii) pursuant to any qual-
ified legal services plan or contract of legal services insurance.

Code 1950, § 54-78; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 33; 1964, c. 622, §§ 54-83.1:1, 54-83.1:2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3940. Solicitation.
It shall be unlawful for an attorney to solicit professional employment in a manner that violates the Vir-
ginia Code of Professional Responsibility.

1964, c. 622, § 54-83.1:2; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3941. Unlawful to act as runners or cappers.
It shall be unlawful for any person to act singly or in concert with others as a runner or capper for an
attorney.

Code 1950, § 54-79; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 33; 1964, c. 622; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3942. Validity of contract.
Any contract for professional employment secured by an attorney in violation of this article shall be
void and unenforceable.

Code 1950, § 54-83; 1964, c. 622, § 54-83.1:4; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3943. Injunction against running, capping and soliciting.
The attorney for the Commonwealth, or any person, firm or corporation against whom any cause of
action is or has been asserted, may maintain a suit for an injunction against any attorney who has
induced another to solicit or encourage his employment, or against any person, firm, partnership or cor-
poration which has acted for another in the capacity of a runner or capper, or against any person
engaged by an attorney to solicit employment for the attorney, whether or not the solicitation was suc-
cessful. The court may enjoin and permanently restrain such person, his agents, representatives and
principals from soliciting any such claims against any person, firm or corporation subsequent to the
date of the injunction.

1954, c. 707, § 54-83.1; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-3944. Penalty for violation.
Any person violating the provisions of this article shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. In addition,
any person employed as an officer, director, trustee, clerk, servant or agent of this Commonwealth or
of any political subdivision of the Commonwealth found guilty of violating the provisions of this article
shall forfeit the right of his office and his employment.



Code 1950, § 54-82; 1964, c. 622, § 54-83.1:3; 1988, c. 765.

Subtitle V - OCCUPATIONS REGULATED BY LOCAL GOVERNING
BODIES

Chapter 40 - PAWNBROKERS

§ 54.1-4000. Definition of pawnbroker.
"Pawnbroker" means any natural person who lends or advances money or other things for profit on
the pledge and possession of tangible personal property, or other valuable things, other than secur-
ities or written or printed evidences of indebtedness or title, or who deals in the purchasing of personal
property or other valuable things on condition of selling the same back to the seller at a stipulated
price.

Code 1950, § 54-840; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848; 2019, c. 238.

§ 54.1-4001. License required; license authorized by court; building designated in license; penalty.
A. No natural person shall engage in the business of a pawnbroker without having a valid license
issued by the county, city, or town in which the pawnbroker conducts such business.

B. The circuit court of any county or city may authorize any county, city, or town to issue to any natural
person, who has not been convicted of a felony or a crime involving moral turpitude in the last ten
years, a license to engage in the business of a pawnbroker in that county, city, or town. No such
license shall be issued by any county, city, or town except with such authority. Prior to the issuance of
the license, the applicant shall furnish his date of birth, a sworn statement or affirmation disclosing any
criminal convictions or any pending criminal charges, whether within or without the Commonwealth,
and such other information to the licensing authority as may be required by the governing body. The
license shall designate the building in which the licensee shall carry on such business.

C. No natural person shall engage in the business of a pawnbroker in any location other than the one
designated in his license, except with consent of the court which authorized the license.

D. Any natural person who violates the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor. Each day's violation shall constitute a separate offense.

Code 1950, §§ 54-841, 54-842; 1982, c. 633; 1986, c. 316; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848; 2019, c. 238.

§ 54.1-4002. Local limitations as to number of pawnshops.
A. In addition to all limitations and restrictions and notwithstanding any other relevant provisions of
this chapter, the governing body of any county, city or town may reasonably limit by resolution or ordin-
ance the number of pawnshops that may be operated at any one time within its territorial limits.

B. The circuit court of any county or city which has, by resolution or ordinance, limited the number of
pawnshops therein shall not authorize any license to any pawnbroker after the commissioner of the
revenue or other tax assessing officer of the county, city or town over which it has jurisdiction for the
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issuance of such licenses has filed with the court a statement that the number of licensed pawnshops
within the county, city or town has reached the maximum number of pawnshops authorized to be oper-
ated therein, unless the number has been reduced below the maximum prescribed. In the event that a
properly licensed pawnbroker sells his business, the circuit court of the county or city shall authorize
the county, city or town in which such business operates to issue to the purchaser a new license for
the same location if the purchaser has not been convicted of a felony or a crime involving moral
turpitude in the last ten years. Prior to the issuance of the license, the purchaser shall furnish his date
of birth and such other information to the licensing authority as may be required by the local governing
body.

Code 1950, § 54-843; 1982, c. 633; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848.

§ 54.1-4003. Bond required; private action on bond.
A. No natural person shall be licensed as a pawnbroker or engage in the business of a pawnbroker
without having in existence a bond with surety in the minimum amount of $50,000 to secure the pay-
ment of any judgment recovered under the provisions of subsection B.

B. Any person who recovers a judgment against a licensed pawnbroker for the pawnbroker's mis-
conduct may maintain an action in his own name upon the bond of the pawnbroker if the execution
issued upon such judgment is wholly or partially unsatisfied.

Code 1950, § 54-845; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848; 2019, c. 238.

§ 54.1-4004. Memorandum to be given pledgor; fee; lost ticket charge.
Every pawnbroker shall at the time of each loan deliver to the person pawning or pledging anything, a
memorandum or note, signed by him, containing the information required by § 54.1-4009. A lost-ticket
fee of five dollars may be charged, provided that the pawner is notified of the fee on the ticket.

Code 1950, § 54-846; 1968, c. 438; 1983, c. 238; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848.

§ 54.1-4005. Sale of goods pawned.
No pawnbroker shall sell any pawn or pledge item until (i) it has been in his possession for the min-
imum term set forth in the memorandum, but not less than 30 days, plus a grace period of 15 days and
(ii) a statement of ownership is obtained from the pawner. If a motor vehicle is pawned, the owner of
the motor vehicle shall comply with the requirements of § 46.2-637. In the event of default by the
pawner, the pawnbroker shall comply with the requirements of § 46.2-633. Otherwise, the pawnbroker
shall comply with the requirements of § 46.2-636 et seq. All sales of items pursuant to this section may
be made by the pawnbroker in the ordinary course of his business.

Code 1950, § 54-847; 1986, c. 316; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848; 1999, c. 327; 2012, c. 586.

§§ 54.1-4006, 54.1-4007. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1998, c. 848.

§ 54.1-4008. Interest chargeable.
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A. No pawnbroker shall ask, demand or receive a greater rate of interest than ten percent per month
on a loan of $25 or less, or seven percent per month on a loan of more than $25 and less than $100,
or five percent per month on a loan of $100 or more, secured by a pledge of tangible personal prop-
erty. No loan shall be divided for the purpose of increasing the percentage to be paid the pawnbroker.
Loans may be renewed based on the original loan amount. Loans may not be issued that compound
the interest or storage fees from previous loans on the same item.

B. An annual percentage rate computed and disclosed under the provisions of the federal Truth-in-
Lending Act shall not be deemed a violation of this section.

Code 1950, § 54-850; 1983, c. 238; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848; 1999, c. 327.

§ 54.1-4009. Records to be kept; credentials of person pawning goods; fee; penalty.
A. Every pawnbroker shall keep at his place of business an accurate and legible record of each loan
or transaction in the course of his business, including transactions in which secondhand goods,
wares, or merchandise is purchased for resale. The account shall be recorded at the time of the loan
or transaction and shall include:

1. A description, serial number, and a statement of ownership of the goods, article, or thing pawned or
pledged or received on account of money loaned thereon or purchased for resale;

2. The time, date, and place of the transaction;

3. The amount of money loaned thereon at the time of pledging the same or paid as the purchase
price;

4. The rate of interest to be paid on such loan;

5. The fees charged by the pawnbroker, itemizing each fee charged;

6. The full name, residence address, telephone number, and driver's license number or other form of
identification of the person pawning or pledging or selling the goods, article, or thing, together with a
particular description, including the height, weight, date of birth, race, gender, hair and eye color, and
any other identifying marks, of such person;

7. Verification of the identification by the exhibition of an unexpired government-issued identification
card bearing the current legal address and a photograph of the person pawning, pledging, or selling
the goods, article, or thing, such as a driver's license or military identification card. If the government-
issued identification card does not bear the current legal address, the person shall present other doc-
umentation verifying his current legal address. The record shall contain the type of identification exhib-
ited, the issuing agency, and the number thereon;

8. A digital image of the form of identification used by the person involved in the transaction, unless
the form of identification used is a United States military issued identification or other form of iden-
tification included under 18 U.S.C. § 701, in which case the person involved in the transaction shall be
required to present an alternate government-issued identification card bearing a photograph of such
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person or the pawnbroker shall be required to take a photograph of the person involved in the trans-
action;

9. As to loans, the terms and conditions of the loan, including the period for which any such loan may
be made; and

10. All other facts and circumstances respecting such loan or purchase.

B. A pawnbroker may maintain at his place of business an electronic record of each transaction
involving goods, articles, or things pawned or pledged or purchased. If maintained electronically, a
pawnbroker shall retain the electronic records for at least one year after the date of the transaction and
make such electronic records available to any duly authorized law-enforcement officer upon request.

C. For each loan or transaction, a pawnbroker may charge:

1. A service fee for making the daily electronic reports to the appropriate law-enforcement officers
required by § 54.1-4010, creating and maintaining the electronic records required under this section,
and investigating the legal title to property being pawned or pledged or purchased. Such fee shall not
exceed five percent of the amount loaned on such item or paid by the pawnbroker for such item or $3,
whichever is less; and

2. A late fee, not to exceed 10 percent of the amount loaned, for each item that is not claimed by the
pledged date, provided that the pawner is notified of the fee on the pawn ticket.

Any natural person violating any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.

D. No goods, article, or thing shall be pawned or pledged or received on account of money loaned or
purchased for resale if the original serial number affixed to the goods, article, or thing has been
removed, defaced, or altered.

E. The Superintendent of State Police shall promulgate regulations specifying the nature of the par-
ticular description for the purposes of subdivision A 6.

The Superintendent of State Police shall promulgate regulations specifying the nature of identifying
credentials of the person pawning, pledging, or selling the goods, article, or thing. Such credentials
shall be examined by the pawnbroker, and an appropriate record retained thereof.

Code 1950, § 54-851; 1976, c. 66; 1986, c. 316; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 783; 1998, c. 848; 2001, c. 401;
2003, c. 448; 2013, c. 262; 2018, cc. 212, 217; 2019, cc. 238, 457.

§ 54.1-4010. Daily reports.
A. Every pawnbroker shall prepare a daily report of all goods, articles, or things pawned or pledged
with him or sold to him that day and shall file such report by noon of the following day with the chief of
police or other law-enforcement officer of the county, city, or town where his business is conducted
designated by the local attorney for the Commonwealth to receive it. The report shall include the
pledgor's or seller's name, residence, and driver's license number or other form of identification; a pho-
tograph or digital image of the form of identification used by the pledgor or seller; and a description of
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the goods, articles, or other things pledged or sold and, unless maintained in electronic format, shall
be in writing and clearly legible to any person inspecting it. A pawnbroker may compile and maintain
the daily report in an electronic format and, if so maintained, shall file the required daily reports elec-
tronically with the appropriate law-enforcement officer through use of a disk, electronic transmission,
or any other electronic means of reporting approved by the law-enforcement officer. Any local gov-
erning body, may by ordinance, require a pawnbroker to maintain and file a daily report electronically
through the use of a disk, electronic transmission, or any other electronic means of reporting approved
by the law-enforcement officer.

B. The Department of State Police shall adopt regulations for the uniform reporting of information
required by this section.

C. Any natural person violating any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a Class 4 mis-
demeanor.

Code 1950, § 54-853; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848; 2001, c. 401; 2002, c. 201; 2003, c. 448; 2010, cc.
540, 657; 2013, c. 262; 2019, c. 238.

§ 54.1-4011. Officers may examine records or property; warrantless search and seizure authorized.
Every pawnbroker and every employee of the pawnbroker shall admit to the pawnbroker's place of
business during regular business hours, any duly authorized law-enforcement officer of the jurisdiction
where the business is being conducted, or any law-enforcement official of the state or federal gov-
ernment. The pawnbroker or employee shall permit the officer to (i) examine all records required by
this chapter and any article listed in a record which is believed by the officer to be missing or stolen
and (ii) search for and take into possession any article known to him to be missing, or known or
believed by him to have been stolen. However, the officer shall not take possession of any article
without providing to the pawnbroker a receipt.

Code 1950, §§ 54-852, 54-854; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 683; 1998, c. 848.

§ 54.1-4012. Property pawned or purchased not to be disfigured or changed.
No property received on deposit or pledged or purchased by any pawnbroker shall be disfigured or its
identity destroyed or affected in any manner (i) so long as it continues in pawn or in the possession of
the pawnbroker while in pawn or (ii) in an effort to obtain a serial number or other information for iden-
tification purposes.

Code 1950, § 54-855; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848; 1999, c. 327; 2003, c. 448.

§ 54.1-4013. Care of tangible personal property; evaluation fee.
A. Pawnbrokers shall store, care for and protect all of the tangible personal property in the pawn-
broker's possession and protect the property from damage or misuse. Nothing in this chapter shall be
construed to mean that pawnbrokers are insurers of pawned property in their possession.

B. A pawnbroker may charge a monthly storage fee for any items requiring storage, which fee shall not
exceed five percent of the amount loaned on such item.
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Code 1950, § 54-856; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848.

§ 54.1-4014. Penalties; violation of the Virginia Consumer Protection Act.
A. Except as otherwise provided in § 54.1-4001, any licensed pawnbroker who violates any of the pro-
visions of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. In addition, the court may revoke or
suspend the pawnbroker's license for second and subsequent offenses.

B. Additionally, any violation of the provisions of the chapter shall constitute a prohibited practice in
accordance with § 59.1-200 and shall be subject to any and all of the enforcement provisions of the
Virginia Consumer Protection Act (§ 59.1-196 et seq.).

Code 1950, §§ 54-857, 54-858; 1988, c. 765; 1998, c. 848.

Chapter 41 - Precious Metals Dealers

§ 54.1-4100. Definitions.
For the purposes of this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Coin" means any piece of gold, silver or other metal fashioned into a prescribed shape, weight and
degree of fineness, stamped by authority of a government with certain marks and devices, and having
a certain fixed value as money.

"Dealer" means any person, firm, partnership, or corporation engaged in the business of (i) purchasing
secondhand precious metals or gems; (ii) removing in any manner precious metals or gems from man-
ufactured articles not then owned by the person, firm, partnership, or corporation; or (iii) buying, acquir-
ing, or selling precious metals or gems removed from manufactured articles. "Dealer" includes all
employers and principals on whose behalf a purchase is made, and any employee or agent who
makes any purchase for or on behalf of his employer or principal.

The definition of "dealer" shall not include persons engaged in the following:

1. Purchases of precious metals or gems directly from other dealers, manufacturers, or wholesalers for
retail or wholesale inventories, provided that the selling dealer has complied with the provisions of this
chapter.

2. Purchases of precious metals or gems from a qualified fiduciary who is disposing of the assets of an
estate being administered by the fiduciary.

3. Acceptance by a retail merchant of trade-in merchandise previously sold by the retail merchant to
the person presenting that merchandise for trade-in.

4. Repairing, restoring or designing jewelry by a retail merchant, if such activities are within his normal
course of business.

5. Purchases of precious metals or gems by industrial refiners and manufacturers, insofar as such pur-
chases are made directly from retail merchants, wholesalers, dealers, or by mail originating outside
the Commonwealth.
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6. Persons regularly engaged in the business of purchasing and processing nonprecious scrap metals
which incidentally may contain traces of precious metals recoverable as a by-product.

"Gems" means any item containing precious or semiprecious stones customarily used in jewelry.

"Precious metals" means any item except coins composed in whole or in part of gold, silver, platinum,
or platinum alloys.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.15; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-4101. Records to be kept; copy furnished to local authorities.
A. Every dealer shall keep at his place of business an accurate and legible record of each purchase of
precious metals or gems. The record of each purchase shall be retained by the dealer for at least 24
months and shall set forth the following:

1. A complete description of all precious metals or gems purchased from each seller. The description
shall include all names, initials, serial numbers, or other identifying marks or monograms on each item
purchased, the true weight or carat of any gem, and the price paid for each item;

2. The date, time, and place of receiving the items purchased;

3. The full name, residence address, work place, home and work telephone numbers, date of birth,
sex, race, height, weight, hair and eye color, and other identifying marks of the person selling the pre-
cious metals or gems;

4. Verification of the identification by the exhibition of an unexpired government-issued identification
card bearing the current legal address and a photograph of the person selling the precious metals or
gems, such as a driver's license or military identification card. If the government-issued identification
card does not bear the current legal address, the person shall present other documentation verifying
his current legal address. The record shall contain the type of identification exhibited, the issuing
agency, and the number thereon;

5. A statement of ownership from the seller; and

6. A digital image of the form of identification used by the person involved in the transaction.

B. The information required by subdivisions A 1 through A 3 shall appear on each bill of sale for all
precious metals and gems purchased by a dealer, and a copy shall be mailed or delivered within 24
hours of the time of purchase to the chief law-enforcement officer of the locality in which the purchase
was made.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.16; 1986, c. 316; 1988, c. 765; 1990, c. 783; 1991, c. 174; 2013, c. 262; 2019, c.
457.

§ 54.1-4101.1. Officers may examine records or property; warrantless search and seizure author-
ized.
Every dealer or his employee shall admit to his place of business during regular business hours the
chief law-enforcement officer or his designee of the jurisdiction in which the dealer is located or any
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law-enforcement officer of the state or federal government. The dealer or his employee shall permit the
officer to (i) examine all records required by this chapter and any article listed in a record which is
believed by the officer to be missing or stolen and (ii) search for and take into possession any article
known to him to be missing, or known or believed by him to have been stolen.

1991, c. 174.

§ 54.1-4102. Credentials and statement of ownership required from seller.
No dealer shall purchase precious metals or gems without first (i) ascertaining the identity of the seller
by requiring an unexpired identification card issued by a governmental agency with the current legal
address and a photograph of the seller thereon, and at least one other corroborating means of iden-
tification, and (ii) obtaining a statement of ownership from the seller. If the government-issued iden-
tification card does not bear the current legal address, the person shall present other documentation
verifying his current legal address.

The governing body of the locality wherein the dealer conducts his business may determine the con-
tents of the statement of ownership.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.17; 1986, c. 316; 1988, c. 765; 2019, c. 457.

§ 54.1-4103. Prohibited purchases.
A. No dealer shall purchase precious metals or gems from any seller who is under the age of eight-
een.

B. No dealer shall purchase precious metals or gems from any seller who the dealer believes or has
reason to believe is not the owner of such items, unless the seller has written and duly authenticated
authorization from the owner permitting and directing such sale.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.18; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-4104. Dealer to retain purchases.
A. The dealer shall retain all precious metals or gems purchased for a minimum of 15 calendar days
from the date on which a copy of the bill of sale is received by the chief law-enforcement officer of the
locality in which the purchase is made. Until the expiration of this period, the dealer shall not sell,
alter, or dispose of a purchased item in whole or in part, or remove it from the county, city, or town in
which the purchase was made.

B. If a dealer performs the service of removing precious metals or gems, he shall retain the metals or
gems removed and the article from which the removal was made for a period of 15 calendar days after
receiving such article and precious metals or gems.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.19; 1988, c. 765; 2012, c. 532.

§ 54.1-4105. Record of disposition.
Each dealer shall maintain for at least twenty-four months an accurate and legible record of the name
and address of the person, firm, or corporation to which he sells any precious metal or gem in its ori-
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ginal form after the waiting period required by § 54.1-4104. This record shall also show the name and
address of the seller from whom the dealer purchased the item.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.20; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-4106. Bond or letter of credit required of dealers when permit obtained.
A. Every dealer shall secure a permit as required by § 54.1-4108, and each dealer at the time of obtain-
ing such permit shall enter into a recognizance to the Commonwealth secured by a corporate surety
authorized to do business in this Commonwealth, in the penal sum of $10,000, conditioned upon due
observance of the terms of this chapter. In lieu of a bond, a dealer may cause to be issued by a bank
authorized to do business in the Commonwealth a letter of credit in favor of the Commonwealth for
$10,000.

B. If any county, city, or town has an ordinance which regulates the purchase and sale of precious
metals and gems pursuant to § 54.1-4111, such bond or letter of credit shall be executed in favor of
the local governing body.

C. A single bond upon an employer or principal may be written or a single letter of credit issued to
cover all employees and all transactions occurring at a single location.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.21; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-4107. Private action on bond or letter of credit.
Any person aggrieved by the misconduct of any dealer which violated the provisions of this chapter
may maintain an action for recovery in any court of proper jurisdiction against the dealer and his
surety. Recovery against the surety shall be only for that amount of the judgment which is unsatisfied
by the dealer.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.22; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-4108. Permit required; method of obtaining permit; no convictions of certain crimes;
approval of weighing devices; renewal; permanent location required.
A. No person shall engage in the activities of a dealer as defined in § 54.1-4100 without first obtaining
a permit from the chief law-enforcement officer of each county, city, or town in which he proposes to
engage in business.

B. To obtain a permit, the dealer shall file with the proper chief law-enforcement officer an application
form which includes the dealer's full name, any aliases, address, age, date of birth, sex, and fin-
gerprints; the name, address, and telephone number of the applicant's employer, if any; and the loc-
ation of the dealer's place of business. Upon filing this application and the payment of a $200
application fee, the dealer shall be issued a permit by the chief law-enforcement officer or his
designee, provided that the applicant has not been convicted of a felony or crime of moral turpitude
within seven years prior to the date of application. The permit shall be denied if the applicant has been
denied a permit or has had a permit revoked under any ordinance similar in substance to the pro-
visions of this chapter.
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C. Before a permit may be issued, the dealer must have all weighing devices used in his business
inspected and approved by local or state weights and measures officials and present written evidence
of such approval to the proper chief law-enforcement officer.

D. This permit shall be valid for one year from the date issued and may be renewed in the same man-
ner as such permit was initially obtained with an annual permit fee of $200. No permit shall be trans-
ferable.

E. If the business of the dealer is not operated without interruption, with Saturdays, Sundays, and
recognized holidays excepted, the dealer shall notify the proper chief law-enforcement officer of all
closings and reopenings of such business. The business of a dealer shall be conducted only from the
fixed and permanent location specified in his application for a permit.

F. The chief law-enforcement officer may waive the permit fee for retail merchants that are not required
to be licensed as pawnbrokers under Chapter 40 (§ 54.1-4000 et seq.), provided the retail merchant
has a permanent place of business and purchases of precious metals and gems do not exceed five
percent of the retail merchant's annual business.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.23; 1986, c. 316; 1988, c. 765; 2014, cc. 22, 611.

§ 54.1-4109. Exemptions from chapter.
A. The chief law-enforcement officer of a county, city or town, or his designee, may waive by written
notice implementation of any one or more of the provisions of this chapter, except § 54.1-4103, for par-
ticular numismatic, gem, or antique exhibitions or craft shows sponsored by nonprofit organizations,
provided that the purpose of the exhibitions is nonprofit in nature, notwithstanding the fact that there
may be casual purchases and trades made at such exhibitions.

B. Neither the provisions of this chapter nor any local ordinances dealing with the subject matter of
this chapter shall apply to the sale or purchase of coins.

C. Neither the provisions of this chapter nor any local ordinance dealing with the subject matter of this
chapter shall apply to any bank, branch thereof, trust company or bank holding company, or any
wholly owned subsidiary thereof, engaged in buying and selling gold and silver bullion.

1981, c. 581, §§ 54-859.24, 54-859.27; 1984, c. 583, § 54-859.28; 1988, c. 765.

§ 54.1-4110. Penalties; first and subsequent offenses.
A. Any person convicted of violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 2
misdemeanor for the first offense. Upon conviction of any subsequent offense he shall be guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. Upon the first conviction of a dealer for violation of any provision of this chapter, the chief law-
enforcement officer may revoke the dealer's permit for one full year from the date the conviction
becomes final. Such revocation shall be mandatory for two full years from the date the conviction
becomes final upon a second conviction.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.25; 1988, c. 765; 2010, c. 100.
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§ 54.1-4111. Local ordinances.
Nothing in this chapter shall prevent any county, city, or town in this Commonwealth from enacting an
ordinance regulating dealers in precious metals and gems which parallels this chapter, or which
imposes terms, conditions, and fees that are stricter, more comprehensive, or larger than those
imposed by this chapter. In any event, the terms, conditions, and fees imposed by this chapter shall
constitute minimum requirements in any local ordinance. Any fee in excess of the one specified in §
54.1-4108 shall be reasonably related to the cost of enforcement of such local ordinance.

1981, c. 581, § 54-859.26; 1988, c. 765.

Chapter 42 - DEALERS IN FIREARMS

§ 54.1-4200. Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Dealer in firearms" means (i) any person, firm, partnership, or corporation engaged in the business of
selling, trading or transferring firearms at wholesale or retail; (ii) any person, firm, partnership, or cor-
poration engaged in the business of making or fitting special barrels, stocks, or trigger mechanisms to
firearms; or (iii) any natural person that is a pawnbroker.

"Engaged in business" means as applied to a dealer in firearms a person, firm, partnership, or cor-
poration that devotes time, attention, and labor to dealing in firearms as a regular course of trade or
business with the principal objective of livelihood and profit through repetitive purchase or resale of
firearms, but such term shall not involve a person who makes occasional sales, exchanges, or pur-
chases of firearms for the enhancement of a personal collection or for a hobby, or who sells all or part
of his personal collection of firearms.

"Firearms show" means any gathering or exhibition, open to the public, not occurring on the per-
manent premises of a dealer in firearms, conducted principally for the purposes of exchanging, selling
or trading firearms as defined in § 18.2-308.2:2.

1989, c. 490; 1993, c. 477; 2019, c. 238.

§ 54.1-4201. Inspection of records.
A. Every dealer in firearms shall keep at his place of business, for not less than a period of two years,
the original consent form required to be completed by § 18.2-308.2:2 for each firearm sale.

B. Every dealer in firearms shall admit to his place of business during regular business hours the chief
law-enforcement officer, or his designee, of the jurisdiction in which the dealer is located, or any law-
enforcement official of the Commonwealth, and shall permit such law-enforcement officer, in the
course of a bona fide criminal investigation, to examine and copy those federal and state records
related to the acquisition or disposition of a particular firearm required by this section. This section
shall not be construed to authorize the seizure of any records.

1989, c. 490; 1993, cc. 461, 493; 2005, c. 859.
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§ 54.1-4201.1. Notification by sponsor of firearms show to State Police and local law-enforcement
authorities required; records; penalty.
A. No promoter of a firearms show shall hold such show without giving notice at least 30 days prior to
the show to the State Police and the sheriff or chief of police of the locality in which the firearms show
will be held. The notice shall be given on a form provided by the State Police. A separate notice shall
be required for each firearms show.

"Promoter" means every person, firm, corporation, club, association, or organization holding a firearms
show in the Commonwealth.

The promoter shall maintain for the duration of the show a list of all vendors or exhibitors in the show
for immediate inspection by any law-enforcement authorities, and within five days after the conclusion
of the show, by mail, by hand, by email, or by fax, transmit a copy of the complete vendor or exhibitor
list to the law-enforcement authorities to which the 30-day prior notice was required. The vendor or
exhibitor list shall contain the full name and residence address and the business name and address, if
any, of the vendors or exhibitors.

B. A willful violation of this section shall be a Class 3 misdemeanor.

C. The provisions of this section shall not apply to firearms shows held in any town with a population
of not less than 1,995 and not more than 2,010, according to the 1990 United States census.

1993, c. 477; 2005, c. 193.

§ 54.1-4201.2. Firearm transactions by persons other than dealers; mandatory background checks.
A. The Department of State Police shall be available at every firearms show held in the Com-
monwealth and shall make determinations in accordance with the procedures set out in § 18.2-
308.2:2 of whether a prospective purchaser or transferee is prohibited under state or federal law from
possessing a firearm prior to the completion of any firearm transaction at a firearms show held in the
Commonwealth. The Department of State Police shall establish policies and procedures in accord-
ance with 28 C.F.R. § 25.6 to permit such determinations to be made by the Department of State
Police.

The Department of State Police may charge a reasonable fee for the determination.

B. The promoter, as defined in § 54.1-4201.1, shall give the Department of State Police notice of the
time and location of a firearms show at least 30 days prior to the show. The promoter shall provide the
Department of State Police with adequate space, at no charge, to conduct such prohibition determ-
inations. The promoter shall ensure that a notice that such determinations are available is prominently
displayed at the show.

C. No person who sells or transfers a firearm at a firearms show after receiving a determination from
the Department of State Police that the purchaser or transferee is not prohibited by state or federal law
from possessing a firearm shall be liable for selling or transferring a firearm to such person.
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D. The provisions of § 18.2-308.2:2, including definitions, procedures, and prohibitions, shall apply,
mutatis mutandis, to the provisions of this section.

2016, cc. 44, 45; 2020, cc. 828, 1111, 1112.

§ 54.1-4202. Penalties for violation of the provisions of this chapter.
Any person convicted of a first offense for willfully violating the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty
of a Class 2 misdemeanor. Any person convicted of a second or subsequent offense under the pro-
visions of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

1989, c. 490.

Chapter 43 - ITINERANT MERCHANTS

§ 54.1-4300. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Infant formula" or "baby formula" means any food manufactured, packaged and labeled specifically
for sale for consumption by a child under the age of two years.

"Itinerant merchant" means a merchant who transports an inventory of new merchandise to a building,
vacant lot, or other location and who, at that location, displays, sells or offers to sell the new mer-
chandise to the public. Itinerant merchant shall not include a merchant with an established store, reg-
ularly open to the public; a licensed merchant with a regularly serviced supply route or location; or a
merchant who purchases merchandise directly from a manufacturer.

"New merchandise" means goods or products which are not used but are in a similar condition as the
goods or products wholesaled by manufacturers or suppliers to established retail stores for first-time
purchase by consumers. New merchandise shall not include (i) crafts or goods made by the seller or
his own household; (ii) food stuffs; (iii) the seller's own household personal property; (iv) merchandise
sold by nonprofit charitable, educational or religious organizations or at events sponsored by such
organizations; or (v) merchandise sold during parades, festivals, sporting or entertainment events,
civic or fundraising activities sponsored by nonprofit charitable, educational or religious organizations.

"Nonprescription drug" means any substances or mixture of substances containing medicines or
drugs for which no prescription is required and which are generally sold for internal or topical use in
the cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease in human beings.

1999, c. 701; 2002, cc. 138, 529.

§ 54.1-4301. Records to be kept.
Every itinerant merchant shall keep an accurate and legible record of his acquisition of the new mer-
chandise. The records of such acquisition shall be retained by the itinerant merchant for at least
twelve months from the display, sale or offer for sale of new merchandise and shall set forth the fol-
lowing:

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0044
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0045
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP0828
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP1111
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP1112
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0701
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0138
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0529


1. A complete description of the new merchandise, including but not limited to product name and
quantity of the new merchandise;

2. The time, date, and place of the acquisition of the new merchandise;

3. The amount of money paid for the new merchandise; and

4. Evidence of the legitimate purchase of the new merchandise, including but not limited to a receipt or
bill of lading.

1999, c. 701.

§ 54.1-4302. Officer may examine records or property.
An itinerant merchant shall permit any local, state or federal law-enforcement officer to examine the
records required pursuant to § 54.1-4301 and to inspect any article listed in the record.

1999, c. 701.

§ 54.1-4303. Local ordinances.
Nothing in this chapter shall prevent any county, city or town in the Commonwealth from enacting an
ordinance regulating itinerant merchants.

1999, c. 701.

§ 54.1-4304. Bona fide purchaser.
Nothing in this chapter shall affect bona fide purchaser status as to title to new merchandise otherwise
applicable to an itinerant merchant.

1999, c. 701.

§ 54.1-4305. Prohibited sale of certain merchandise; penalty.
A. No itinerant merchant shall offer for sale or knowingly permit the sale of any infant formula, baby for-
mula or nonprescription drugs. This section shall not apply to any person who maintains for public
inspection a valid authorization identifying such person as an authorized representative of the man-
ufacturer or distributor of the prohibited merchandise.

B. Any person convicted of violating this section shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor on the first
offense. Upon conviction of any subsequent offense he shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.

2002, cc. 138, 529.

§ 54.1-4306. Penalties.
Except as otherwise provided in § 54.1-4305, any licensed itinerant merchant who violates any pro-
vision of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.

2004, c. 127.
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Subtitle VI - PROFESSIONS REGULATED BY OTHER ENTITIES

Chapter 44 - PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

§ 54.1-4400. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Accredited institution" means a degree-granting institution of higher education accredited either by (i)
one of the six major regional accrediting organizations-Middle States Association of Colleges and
Schools, New England Association of Schools and Colleges, North Central Association of Colleges
and Schools, Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities, Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools, and Western Association of Schools and Colleges-or their successors; or (ii) an accred-
iting organization demonstrating to the Board periodically, as prescribed by the Board, that its accred-
itation process and standards are substantially equivalent to the accreditation process and standards
of the six major regional accrediting organizations.

"Assurance" means any form of expressed or implied opinion or conclusion about the conformity of a
financial statement with any recognition, measurement, presentation, or disclosure principles for fin-
ancial statements.

"Attest services" means audit, review, or other attest services for which standards have been estab-
lished by the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board, by the Auditing Standards Board or the
Accounting and Review Services Committee of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants,
or by any successor standard-setting authorities.

"Board" means the Virginia Board of Accountancy.

"Compilation services" means compiling financial statements in accordance with standards estab-
lished by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants or by any successor standard-setting
authorities.

"Continuing professional education" means the education that a person obtains after passing the CPA
examination and that relates to services provided to or on behalf of an employer in academia, gov-
ernment, or industry or to services provided to the public.

"CPA" means certified public accountant.

"CPA examination" means the national uniform CPA examination approved and administered by the
board of accountancy of a state or by the board's designee.

"CPA wall certificate" means the symbolic document suitable for wall display that is issued by the
board of accountancy of a state to a person meeting the requirements to use the CPA title in that state.

"Executive Director" means the Executive Director of the Board.

"Experience" means employment in academia, a firm, government, or industry in any capacity
involving the substantial use of accounting, financial, tax, or other skills that are relevant, as



determined by the Board, to provide services to or on behalf of an employer or to the public, as verified
by an active, licensed CPA.

"Facilitated State Board Access" or "FSBA" means the sponsoring organization's process whereby it
provides the Board access to peer review results via a secure website.

"Financial statement" means a presentation of historical or prospective financial information about one
or more persons or entities.

"Financial statement preparation services" means financial statement preparation services for which
standards have been established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants or by any
successor standard-setting authorities.

"Firm" means an entity formed by one or more licensees as a sole proprietorship, a partnership, a cor-
poration, a limited liability company, or any other type of entity permitted by law.

"License of another state" means the license that is issued by the board of accountancy of a state
other than Virginia that gives a person the privilege of using the CPA title in that state or that gives a
firm the privilege of providing attest services, compilation services, and financial statement preparation
services to persons and entities located in that state.

"Licensed" means holding a Virginia license or the license of another state.

"Licensee" means a person or firm holding a Virginia license or the license of another state.

"Peer review" means a review of a firm's attest services, compilation services, and financial state-
ments preparation services that is conducted in accordance with the applicable monitoring program of
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants or its successor, or with another monitoring pro-
gram approved by the Board.

"Practice of public accounting" means the giving of an assurance other than (i) by the person or per-
sons about whom the financial information is presented or (ii) by one or more owners, officers, employ-
ees, or members of the governing body of the entity or entities about whom the financial information is
presented.

"Providing services to an employer" means providing to or on behalf of an entity services that require
the substantial use of accounting, financial, tax, or other skills that are relevant, as determined by the
Board.

"Providing services to the public" means providing services that are subject to the guidance of the
standard-setting authorities listed in the standards of conduct and practice in subdivisions 5 and 6 of §
54.1-4413.3.

"Sponsoring organization" means a Board-approved professional society or other organization
responsible for the facilitation and administration of peer reviews through use of its peer review pro-
gram and applicable peer review standards.
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"State" means any state of the United States, the District of Columbia, or any territory of the United
States that is a recognized jurisdiction by the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy or
its successor.

"Using the CPA title in Virginia" means using "CPA," "Certified Public Accountant," or "public account-
ant" (i) in any form or manner of verbal communication to persons or entities located in Virginia or (ii)
in any form or manner of written communication to persons or entities located in Virginia, including but
not limited to the use in any abbreviation, acronym, phrase, or title that appears in business cards, the
CPA wall certificate, Internet postings, letterhead, reports, signs, tax returns, or any other document or
device. Holding a Virginia license or the license of another state constitutes using the CPA title.

"Virginia license" means a license that is issued by the Board giving a person the privilege of using
the CPA title in Virginia or a firm the privilege of providing attest services, compilation services, and fin-
ancial statement preparation services to persons and entities located in Virginia.

2001, c. 832; 2003, c. 291; 2004, c. 602; 2007, c. 804; 2014, cc. 40, 755; 2015, c. 287; 2017, c. 403.

§ 54.1-4401. Applicability of chapter.
A. This chapter shall not be construed to prevent any person who is not licensed from:

1. Using the description "accountant" or "bookkeeper";

2. Stating that he practices accounting or bookkeeping;

3. Performing services involving the use of accounting skills;

4. Rendering tax services, or management advisory or consulting services;

5. Keeping the books of account and related accounting records; or

6. Preparing financial statements without providing assurance.

B. This chapter shall not be construed to prevent any person who is not licensed from stating that he
has prepared, compiled, assembled or drafted a financial statement, provided he does not use any
additional language that comprises an assurance or make any claims, representations, or statements
prohibited by § 54.1-4414.

C. The prohibitions of § 54.1-4414 and the other provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to
preclude any person who is not licensed from including a statement on financial statements indicating
that no assurance is provided on the financial statements or using the following language: "I (We)
have compiled the accompanying (financial statements) of (name of entity) as of (time period) and for
the (period) then ended. A compilation is limited to presenting in the form of financial statements
information that is the representation of management (owners). I (We) have not audited or reviewed
the accompanying financial statements and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other form
of assurance on them. Management has elected to omit substantially all (or certain) required dis-
closures (and the statement of cash flows). If the omitted disclosures were included in the financial
statements, they might influence the user's conclusions about the (entity's) financial position, results of
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operations, and cash flows. Accordingly, these financial statements are not designed for those who
are not informed about these matters."

D. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed, interpreted, or applied to prohibit any public
official or public employee from performing his duly authorized or mandated duties.

2001, c. 832; 2007, c. 804; 2015, c. 287.

§ 54.1-4402. Board; membership; qualifications; powers and duties.
A. The Board of Accountancy established under the former § 54.1-2000 and previously operating in
the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation is hereby continued and reestablished
as an independent board in the executive branch of state government.

B. The Board shall consist of seven members appointed by the Governor as follows: one member
shall be a public member who may be an accountant who is not licensed but otherwise meets the
requirements of clauses (i) and (ii) of § 54.1-107; one member shall be an educator in the field of
accounting who holds a Virginia license; four members shall be holders of Virginia licenses who have
been actively engaged in providing services to the public for at least three years prior to appointment
to the Board; and one member shall hold a Virginia license and for at least three years prior to appoint-
ment to the Board shall have been actively engaged in providing services to the public or in providing
services to or on behalf of an employer in government or industry.

C. Members of the Board shall serve for terms of four years. The Governor may remove any member
as provided in subsection A of § 2.2-108. Any member of the Board whose Virginia license is revoked
or suspended shall automatically cease to be a member of the Board.

D. The Board shall restrict the practice of public accounting and the use of the CPA title in Virginia to
licensed persons and firms as specified in §§ 54.1-4409.1 and 54.1-4412.1.

E. The Board shall restrict the provision of attest services, compilation services, and financial state-
ment preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia and as specified in § 54.1-4412.1.
However, this shall not affect the privilege of a person who is not licensed to include a statement on fin-
ancial statements indicating that no assurance is provided on the financial statements, to say that fin-
ancial statements have been compiled, or to use the compilation language as prescribed by
subsections B and C of § 54.1-4401.

F. The Board shall take such actions as may be authorized by this chapter to ensure the continued
competence of persons using the CPA title in Virginia and firms providing attest services, compilation
services, or financial statement preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia and to
aid the public in determining their qualifications.

G. The Board shall take such actions as may be authorized by this chapter to ensure that persons
using the CPA title in Virginia and firms providing attest services, compilation services, or financial
statement preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia adhere to the standards of con-
duct and practice in § 54.1-4413.3 and regulations promulgated by the Board.
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H. The Board shall have the responsibility of enforcing this chapter and may by regulation establish
rules and procedures for the implementation of the provisions of this chapter.

2001, c. 832; 2003, c. 291; 2004, c. 602; 2007, c. 804; 2015, c. 287; 2017, c. 403.

§ 54.1-4403. General powers and duties of the Board.
The Board shall have the power and duty to:

1. Establish the qualifications of applicants for licensure, provided that all qualifications shall be neces-
sary to ensure competence and integrity.

2. Examine, or cause to be examined, the qualifications of each applicant for licensure, including the
preparation, administration and grading of the CPA examination.

3. Promulgate regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.)
necessary to assure continued competency, to prevent deceptive or misleading practices by
licensees, and to effectively administer the regulatory system.

4. Levy and collect fees for the issuance, renewal, or reinstatement of Virginia licenses that are suf-
ficient to cover all expenses of the administration and operation of the Board.

5. Levy on holders of Virginia licenses special assessments necessary to cover expenses of the
Board.

6. Initiate or receive complaints concerning the conduct of holders of Virginia licenses or concerning
their violation of the provisions of this chapter or regulations promulgated by the Board, and to take
appropriate disciplinary action if warranted.

7. Initiate or receive complaints concerning the conduct of persons who use the CPA title in Virginia
under the substantial equivalency provisions of § 54.1-4411 or firms that provide attest services, com-
pilation services, or financial statement preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia
under the provisions of subsection C of § 54.1-4412.1, and to take appropriate disciplinary action if
warranted.

8. Initiate or receive complaints concerning violations of the provisions of this chapter or regulations
promulgated by the Board by persons who use the CPA title in Virginia under the substantial equi-
valency provisions of § 54.1-4411 or firms that provide attest services, compilation services, or fin-
ancial statement preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia under the provisions of
subsection C of § 54.1-4412.1, and to take appropriate disciplinary action if warranted.

9. Revoke, suspend, or refuse to renew or reinstate a Virginia license for just causes as prescribed by
the Board.

10. Revoke or suspend, for just causes as prescribed by the Board, a person's privilege of using the
CPA title in Virginia under the substantial equivalency provisions of § 54.1-4411 or a firm's privilege of
providing attest services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation services to persons
or entities located in Virginia under the provisions of subsection C of § 54.1-4412.1.
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11. Establish requirements for peer reviews.

12. Establish continuing professional educational requirements as a condition for issuance, renewal,
or reinstatement of a Virginia license.

13. Expand or interpret the standards of conduct and practice in § 54.1-4413.3.

14. Enter into contracts necessary or convenient for carrying out the provisions of this chapter or the
functions of the Board.

15. Do all things necessary and convenient for carrying into effect this chapter and regulations pro-
mulgated by the Board.

2001, c. 832; 2004, c. 602; 2007, c. 804; 2015, c. 287; 2017, c. 403.

§ 54.1-4404. Board to employ Executive Director; legal counsel.
A. The Board shall employ an Executive Director who shall serve at the pleasure of the Board. The
Executive Director shall direct the affairs of the Board; keep records of all proceedings, transactions,
communications, and official acts of the Board; be custodian of all records of the Board; and perform
such duties as the Board may require. The Executive Director shall call a meeting of the Board at the
direction of the chair of the Board or upon the written request of three or more Board members. The
Executive Director, with approval of the Board, may employ such additional staff as needed. The
annual salary of the Executive Director shall be established by the Board.

B. The Office of the Attorney General shall provide counsel to the Board. In addition, subject to the
approval of the Attorney General, the Board may, from time to time, employ such other counsel as it
deems necessary.

2001, c. 832; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4405. Board of Accountancy Fund; receipts; disbursements.
A. The Board of Accountancy Fund (the Fund) is established as a special fund in the state treasury.
All fees collected as provided in this chapter and regulations promulgated by the Board, shall be paid
into the state treasury immediately upon collection and credited to the Fund. Any interest income shall
accrue to the Fund. All disbursements from the Fund shall be made by the State Treasurer upon war-
rants of the Comptroller issued upon vouchers signed by an authorized officer of the Board or the
Executive Director as authorized by the Board.

B. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the Board shall have the discretion to use the moneys in
the Fund to support its operations as the Board deems appropriate.

2001, c. 832; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4405.1. Board of Accountancy Trust Account; creation; expenditures; excess moneys.
A. There is hereby created in the state treasury a special nonreverting fund (except as set forth in sub-
section B), to be known as the Board of Accountancy Trust Account (the Trust Account). The purpose
of the Trust Account is to provide a supplemental source of funds to the Board on a timely basis for (i)
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its use in the study, research, investigation, or adjudication of matters involving possible violations of
the provisions of this chapter or regulations promulgated by the Board or (ii) any other purpose that the
Board determines is germane to its statutory purposes and cannot otherwise be funded through the
Fund. The Trust Account shall consist of transfers from time to time by the Board from the Fund and
earnings on the Trust Account.

B. All disbursements from the Trust Account shall be made by the State Treasurer upon warrants of
the Comptroller issued upon vouchers signed by an authorized officer of the Board or the Executive
Director as authorized by the Board. Funds remaining in the Trust Account at the end of a biennium
shall continue to remain in the Trust Account and accrue earnings. Upon a determination by the Board
that the Trust Account balance exceeds the amount needed for the purposes set forth in subsection A,
the Board may transfer the excess to the Fund.

2004, c. 602; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4406. Powers and duties of the Executive Director.
Within the parameters of policies and guidelines established by the Board, the Executive Director
shall have the power and duty to:

1. Employ personnel and assistance necessary for the operation of the Board and the purposes of this
chapter;

2. Make and enter into all contracts and agreements necessary or incidental to the performance of the
duties of the Board and the execution of its powers under this chapter, including, but not limited to, con-
tracts with the United States government, with agencies and governmental subdivisions of the Com-
monwealth, and with other states;

3. Accept grants from the United States government, its agencies and instrumentalities and any other
source, and to these ends, the Board shall have the power to comply with conditions and execute
agreements that are necessary, convenient, or desirable;

4. Serve as the secretary of the Board;

5. Maintain all records of the Board;

6. Collect and account for all fees and deposit them into the Board of Accountancy Fund, from which
the expenses of the Board shall be paid;

7. Enforce all statutes and regulations the Executive Director is required to administer;

8. Exercise other powers necessary to function as the sole administrative officer of the Board; and

9. Perform any additional administrative functions prescribed by the Board.

2001, c. 832; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4407. Enforcement of laws by the Executive Director or investigators; authority of invest-
igators appointed by the Executive Director.
A. The Executive Director or investigators appointed by him shall:
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1. Be sworn to enforce the statutes and regulations pertaining to the Board;

2. Have the authority to investigate violations of the statutes and regulations that the Executive Dir-
ector is required to enforce;

3. Have the authority to issue summonses for violations of the provisions of this chapter or regulations
promulgated by the Board.

B. In the event a person or entity that is issued a summons by the Executive Director or investigators
appointed by him fails or refuses to discontinue the unlawful acts or refuses to give a written promise
to appear at the time and place specified in the summons, the Executive Director or the investigators
may appear before a magistrate or other issuing authority having jurisdiction to obtain a criminal war-
rant under § 19.2-72.

C. The Executive Director and all investigators appointed by the Executive Director are vested with
the authority to administer oaths or affirmations (i) for the purpose of receiving complaints and con-
ducting investigations of violations of the provisions of this chapter or any regulations promulgated by
the Board or (ii) in connection with any investigation conducted on behalf of the Board. The Executive
Director and the investigators are vested with the authority to (a) obtain, serve, and execute any war-
rant, paper, or process issued by any court or magistrate or by the Board under the authority of the
Executive Director and (b) request and receive criminal history information under the provisions of §
19.2-389.

2001, c. 832; 2004, c. 602; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4408. Subpoenas.
In addition to the authority granted in § 2.2-4022 to issue subpoenas and the right to issue subpoenas
granted the Board, the Executive Director or a designated subordinate shall have the right to make an
ex parte application to the circuit court for the city or county where evidence sought is kept or where a
person or firm does business, for the issuance of a subpoena for the production of documents. The
subpoena shall be requested to further the investigation of a sworn complaint within the jurisdiction of
the Board by requesting production of any relevant records, documents, or physical or other evidence
of any person or firm regulated by the Board. The court shall be authorized to issue and compel com-
pliance with the subpoena upon a showing of reasonable cause. Upon determining that reasonable
cause exists to believe that evidence may be destroyed or altered, the court may issue a subpoena for
the production of documents requiring the immediate production of evidence.

2001, c. 832; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4409. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 804, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-4409.1. Licensing requirements for persons.
A. A person must be licensed in order to use the CPA title in Virginia.
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1. The person shall hold a Virginia license if he provides services to the public and the principal place
of business in which he provides those services is in Virginia.

2. Other persons shall not be required to hold a Virginia license in order to use the CPA title in Virginia
provided that they hold the license of another state and comply with the substantial equivalency pro-
visions of § 54.1-4411.

B. The Board shall prescribe the methods, fees, and continuing professional education requirements
for a person to apply for the issuance, renewal, or reinstatement of a Virginia license.

C. The Board has the authority to refuse to grant a person the privilege of using the CPA title in Vir-
ginia if, based upon all the information available, the Board finds that the person is unfit or unsuited to
use the CPA title in Virginia. The Board shall not refuse to grant a person the privilege of using the
CPA title in Virginia solely because of a criminal conviction.

2007, c. 804; 2017, c. 403.

§ 54.1-4409.2. How a person may obtain a Virginia license.
A. A person who has not held the license of any state may obtain a Virginia license under this sub-
section.

1. To be considered for a Virginia license, the person seeking licensure shall:

a. Provide documentation that he has obtained from one or more accredited institutions at least 150
semester hours of education, a baccalaureate or higher degree, and an accounting concentration or
equivalent, as defined by the Board;

b. Provide documentation that he has passed the CPA examination;

c. Describe his continuing professional education since he passed the CPA examination. The Board
shall determine whether his continuing professional education complies with the continuing pro-
fessional education requirement prescribed by the Board for that period; and

d. Describe his experience. The Board shall determine whether his experience complies with the
experience requirement prescribed by the Board.

2. After evaluating information provided by the person, the Board may request additional information
and may impose additional requirements for obtaining a Virginia license.

B. A person who does not hold the license of another state but has previously held the license of
another state may obtain a Virginia license under this subsection.

1. To be considered for a Virginia license, the person seeking licensure shall:

a. Disclose to the Board each state in which he has held a license;

b. Disclose, for each of those states, why the license is no longer held and provide documentation
from the board of accountancy concerning whether he has been found guilty of any violations of the
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standards of conduct and practice established by statutes of the state or regulations promulgated by
the board;

c. Describe the semester hours of education he has obtained from institutions of higher education. The
Board shall determine whether the education obtained is substantially equivalent to the education that
would have been required by the Board when the person passed the CPA examination;

d. Describe his continuing professional education since he last held the license of another state. The
Board shall determine whether his continuing professional education complies with requirement pre-
scribed by the Board for reinstatement of a Virginia license; and

e. Describe his experience. The Board shall determine whether his experience complies with the
experience requirement prescribed by the Board.

2. After evaluating the information provided by the person, the Board may request additional inform-
ation and may impose additional requirements for obtaining a Virginia license.

C. A person who holds the license of another state may obtain a Virginia license under this sub-
section.

1. To be considered for a Virginia license, the person seeking licensure shall:

a. Disclose to the Board each state in which he holds or has held a license;

b. Provide, for each state in which the person holds a license, documentation from the board of
accountancy concerning whether he is in good standing with the board, whether there are any
pending actions alleging violations of the standards of conduct and practice established by statutes of
the state or regulations promulgated by the board, and whether he has been found guilty of any viol-
ations of the standards of conduct and practice established by statutes of the state or regulations pro-
mulgated by the board;

c. Disclose, for each state in which the person has held a license, why the license is no longer held
and provide documentation from the board of accountancy concerning whether he has been found
guilty of any violations of the standards of conduct and practice established by statutes of the state or
regulations promulgated by the board;

d. Describe the semester hours of education he has obtained from institutions of higher education.
The Board shall determine whether the education obtained is substantially equivalent to the education
that would have been required by the Board when the person passed the CPA examination;

e. Describe his continuing professional education during the most recent reporting period that would
be required for the holder of a Virginia license. The Board shall determine whether his continuing pro-
fessional education complies with the continuing professional education requirement prescribed by
the Board for that period; and

f. Describe his experience. The Board shall determine whether his experience complies with the
experience requirement prescribed by the Board.



2. After evaluating the information provided by the person, the Board may request additional inform-
ation and may impose additional requirements for obtaining a Virginia license.

2007, c. 804; 2017, c. 403.

§ 54.1-4410. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 804, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-4411. Substantial equivalency provisions for persons who hold the license of another state.
A. A person who holds the license of another state shall be considered to have met requirements that
are substantially equivalent to those prescribed by the Board if:

1. The Board has determined that the education, CPA examination, and experience requirements of
the state are substantially equivalent to those prescribed by the Board, or

2. The person has demonstrated meeting education, CPA examination, and experience requirements
that are substantially equivalent to those prescribed by the Board.

B. A person who holds the license of another state and meets the substantial equivalency provisions
of subsection A shall not be required to hold a Virginia license to use the CPA title in Virginia provided
that either (i) he provides services to the public and the principal place of business in which he
provides those services is in other states or (ii) he does not provide services to the public. However, to
use the CPA title in Virginia, the person shall:

1. Consent to be subject to:

a. The provisions of this chapter and regulations promulgated by the Board that apply to the holder of
a Virginia license,

b. The jurisdiction of the Board in all disciplinary proceedings arising out of matters related to his use
of the CPA title in Virginia, and

c. The Board's authority to revoke or suspend his privilege to use the CPA title in Virginia and to
impose penalties for the person's violations of the provisions of this chapter and regulations pro-
mulgated by the Board.

2. Consent to the appointment of the executive director of the board of accountancy of the state that
issued the license as his agent, upon whom process may be served (i) in any action or proceeding by
the Board against him, or (ii) in any civil action in Virginia courts arising out of his using the CPA title
in Virginia. In the event he holds a license from more than one state, the Board shall establish which
executive director shall serve as his agent.

3. Consent to the personal and subject matter jurisdiction of the courts of Virginia in any civil action
arising out of his use of the CPA title in Virginia and agree that the proper venue for such actions is in
Virginia.

4. Agree to cease using the CPA title in Virginia if he is no longer licensed.
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C. A holder of a Virginia license who is using the CPA title in another state under substantial equi-
valency provisions of statutes of the state or regulations promulgated by the board of accountancy of
the state shall be subject to disciplinary action by the Board for an act or omission committed in that
state. The Board may investigate any complaint made to or by the board of accountancy of any state
related to the person's use of the CPA title in that state.

D. The Board may cooperate and share information with appropriate authorities in other states in
investigations or enforcement matters concerning violations of the provisions of this chapter or reg-
ulations promulgated by the Board and comparable statutes or regulations of other states or boards of
accountancy.

2001, c. 832; 2003, c. 291; 2007, c. 804; 2017, c. 403.

§ 54.1-4412. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 804, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-4412.1. Licensing requirements for firms.
A. Only a firm can provide attest services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation ser-
vices to persons or entities located in Virginia. However, this shall not affect the privilege of a person
who is not licensed to include a statement on financial statements indicating that no assurance is
provided on the financial statements, to say that financial statements have been compiled, or to use
the compilation language, as prescribed by subsections B and C of § 54.1-4401.

B. A firm that provides attest services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation ser-
vices to persons or entities located in Virginia shall obtain a Virginia license if the principal place of
business in which it provides those services is in Virginia.

C. A firm that is not required to obtain a Virginia license may provide attest services, compilation ser-
vices, or financial statement preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia if:

1. The firm can lawfully provide attest services, compilation services, or financial statement pre-
paration services to persons or entities in the state where its principal place of business is located;
and

2. The firm complies with subdivisions D 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, and 7 and subsection F; and

3. The firm's personnel working on the engagement either (i) hold a Virginia license or (ii) hold the
license of another state and comply with the substantial equivalency provisions of § 54.1-4411; or

4. The firm's personnel working on the engagement are under the supervision of a person who either
(i) holds a Virginia license or (ii) holds the license of another state and complies with the substantial
equivalency provisions of § 54.1-4411.

D. For a firm to obtain and hold a Virginia license:

1. As determined on a firm-wide basis:
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a. At least 51 percent of the owners of the firm shall be licensees, trustees of an eligible employee
stock ownership plan as defined in § 13.1-543, or a firm that meets this requirement; and

b. At least 51 percent of the voting equity interest in the firm shall be owned by persons who are
licensees, by trustees of an eligible employee stock ownership plan as defined in § 13.1-543, or by a
firm that meets this requirement.

If the death, retirement, or departure of an owner causes either of these requirements not to be met, the
requirement shall be met within one year after the death, retirement, or departure of the owner.

2. The Board shall prescribe requirements concerning the hours that owners who are not licensees
work in the firm and may prescribe other requirements for those persons.

3. All attest services, compilation services, and financial statement preparation services provided for
persons and entities located in Virginia shall be under the supervision of a person who either (i) holds
a Virginia license or (ii) holds the license of another state and complies with the substantial equi-
valency provisions of § 54.1-4411.

4. Any person who releases or authorizes the release of reports on attest services, compilation ser-
vices, or financial statement preparation services provided for persons or entities located in Virginia
shall:

a. Either (i) hold a Virginia license or (ii) hold the license of another state and comply with the sub-
stantial equivalency provisions of § 54.1-4411; and

b. Meet any additional requirements the Board prescribes.

5. The firm shall conduct its attest services, compilation services, and financial statement preparation
services in conformity with the standards of conduct and practice in § 54.1-4413.3 and regulations pro-
mulgated by the Board.

6. If the services provided by the firm are within the scope of the practice-monitoring program of the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants or its successor, the firm shall enroll in the program
or in another practice-monitoring program for attest services, compilation services, and financial state-
ment preparation services that is approved by the Board. In addition, if enrolled the firm shall:

a. Comply with any requirements prescribed by the Board in response to the results of peer reviews;
and

b. Participate in the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants', or sponsoring organizations',
Facilitated State Board Access process, or its successor process, for peer reviews.

7. The name of the firm shall not be false, misleading, or deceptive.

E. The Board shall prescribe the methods and fees for a firm to apply for the issuance, renewal, or rein-
statement of a Virginia license.

F. An entity may not use the CPA title in Virginia unless it meets the requirements of subdivision D 1.

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/13.1-543/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/13.1-543/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-4411/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-4411/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-4413.3/


2007, c. 804; 2014, cc. 40, 755; 2015, c. 287; 2017, c. 403.

§§ 54.1-4413, 54.1-4413.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 804, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-4413.2. Issuance, renewal, and reinstatement of licenses and lifting the suspension of priv-
ileges.
A. A Virginia license shall provide its holder with the privilege to use the CPA title in Virginia or
provide attest services, compilation services, and financial statement preparation services to persons
and entities located in Virginia.

B. A license granted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be renewed as prescribed by the
Board. Any license not renewed pursuant to the provisions prescribed by the Board shall be con-
sidered to have expired and the person or firm shall be considered to no longer hold a Virginia
license.

C. A person whose Virginia license expired may obtain a new Virginia license under subsection C of
§ 54.1-4409.2 if he holds the license of another state.

D. The license of a person whose Virginia license expired and who does not hold the license of
another state may be reinstated under this subsection. In addition, a person whose privilege of using
the CPA title in Virginia was suspended may have the suspension lifted under this subsection.

1. To be considered for reinstatement of a Virginia license or lifting the suspension of the privilege of
using the CPA title in Virginia, a person shall:

a. Disclose to the Board why he no longer holds a Virginia license or why his privilege of using the
CPA title in Virginia was suspended;

b. Disclose to the Board each state in which he has held a license. For each of the states in which the
person has held a license, the person shall disclose why he no longer holds a license and provide
documentation from the board of accountancy concerning whether he has been found guilty of any
violations of the standards of conduct and practice established by statutes of the state or regulations
promulgated by the board; and

c. Describe his continuing professional education since his Virginia license expired or was sus-
pended. The Board shall determine whether his continuing professional education complies with the
continuing professional education requirement prescribed by the Board for that period.

2. After evaluating the information provided by the person, the Board may request additional inform-
ation and may impose additional requirements for reinstatement of the Virginia license or lifting the
suspension.

3. The Board shall communicate to the person its decision and, if the request for reinstatement or lift-
ing the suspension is denied, the reasons for the denial. The request may be resubmitted when the
person believes the matters affecting the request have been satisfactorily resolved. The person may
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request a proceeding in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000
et seq.).

E. The license of a firm whose Virginia license expired may be reinstated under this subsection. In
addition, a firm whose privilege of providing attest services, compilation services, or financial state-
ment preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia was suspended may have the sus-
pension lifted under this subsection.

1. To be considered for reinstatement of a Virginia license or lifting the suspension of the privilege of
providing attest services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation services to persons
or entities located in Virginia:

a. The firm shall disclose to the Board why it no longer holds a Virginia license or why its privilege of
providing attest services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation services to persons
or entities located in Virginia was suspended.

b. The firm shall disclose to the Board each state in which it holds or has held a license.

c. For each of the states in which the firm holds a license, the firm shall provide documentation from
the board of accountancy concerning whether it is in good standing with the board, whether there are
any pending actions alleging violations of the standards of conduct and practice established by stat-
utes of the state or regulations promulgated by the board, and whether it has been found guilty of any
violations of these standards of conduct and practice.

d. For each of the states in which the firm has held a license, the firm shall disclose why it no longer
holds a license and provide documentation from the board of accountancy concerning whether it has
been found guilty of any violations of the standards of conduct and practice established by statutes of
the state or regulations promulgated by the board.

2. After evaluating the information provided by the firm, the Board may request additional information
and may impose additional requirements for reinstatement of the Virginia license or lifting the sus-
pension.

3. The Board shall communicate to the firm its decision and, if the request for reinstatement or lifting
the suspension is denied, the reasons for the denial. The request may be resubmitted when the firm
believes the matters affecting the request have been satisfactorily resolved. The firm may request a
proceeding in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).

F. The Board shall consider granting the privilege of using the CPA title in Virginia, or the privilege of
providing attest services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation services to persons
or entities located in Virginia, to persons or firms that have had the privilege revoked only when the
person or firm demonstrates to the Board that there are special facts and circumstances that warrant
reconsideration by the Board of whether it should allow the person or firm to have the privilege.

2007, c. 804; 2015, c. 287; 2017, c. 403; 2018, cc. 45, 82.

§ 54.1-4413.3. Standards of conduct and practice.
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Persons using the CPA title in Virginia and firms providing attest services, compilation services, or fin-
ancial statement preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia shall conform to the fol-
lowing standards of conduct and practice.

1. Exercise sensitive professional and moral judgment in all activities.

2. Act in a way that serves the public interest, honors the public trust, and demonstrates commitment to
professionalism.

3. Perform all professional responsibilities with the highest sense of integrity, maintain objectivity and
freedom from conflicts of interest in discharging professional responsibilities, and avoid knowingly mis-
representing facts or inappropriately subordinating judgment to others.

4. Follow the Code of Professional Conduct, and the related interpretive guidance, issued by the Amer-
ican Institute of Certified Public Accountants, or any successor standard-setting authorities.

5. Follow the technical standards, and the related interpretive guidance, issued by committees and
boards of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants that are designated by the Council of
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants to promulgate technical standards, or that are
issued by any successor standard-setting authorities.

6. Follow the standards, and the related interpretive guidance, as applicable under the circumstances,
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the Federal Accounting Standards Advisory
Board, the Financial Accounting Standards Board, the Governmental Accounting Standards Board,
the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board, the U. S. Securities and Exchange Commission,
comparable international standard-setting authorities, or any successor standard-setting authorities.

7. Do not engage in any activity that is false, misleading, or deceptive.

2007, c. 804; 2015, c. 287.

§ 54.1-4413.4. Penalties.
A. Penalties the Board may impose consist of:

1. Revoking the privilege of using the CPA title in Virginia or providing attest services, compilation ser-
vices, or financial statement preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia;

2. Suspending or refusing to renew or reinstate the privilege of using the CPA title in Virginia or provid-
ing attest services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation services to persons or entit-
ies located in Virginia;

3. Reprimanding, censuring, or limiting the scope of practice of any person using the CPA title in Vir-
ginia or any firm providing attest services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation ser-
vices to persons or entities located in Virginia;

4. Placing any person using the CPA title in Virginia or any firm providing attest services, compilation
services, or financial statement preparation services to persons or entities located in Virginia on pro-
bation, with or without terms, conditions, and limitations;
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5. Requiring a firm holding a Virginia license to have an accelerated peer review conducted as the
Board may specify or to take other remedial actions;

6. Requiring a person holding a Virginia license to satisfactorily complete additional or specific con-
tinuing professional education as the Board may specify;

7. Imposing a monetary penalty up to $100,000 for each violation of the provisions of this chapter or
regulations promulgated by the Board; any monetary penalty may be sued for and recovered in the
name of the Commonwealth; and

8. Requiring any person or entity that violates § 54.1-4414 to discontinue any acts in violation of that
provision.

B. The Board may impose penalties on persons using the CPA title in Virginia or firms providing attest
services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation services to persons or entities loc-
ated in Virginia for:

1. Violation of the provisions of this chapter or violation of any regulation, subpoena, or order of the
Board;

2. Fraud or deceit in obtaining, renewing, or applying for reinstatement or lifting the suspension of a
Virginia license;

3. Revocation, suspension, or refusal to reinstate the license of another state for disciplinary reasons;

4. Revocation or suspension of the privilege of practicing before any state or federal agency or federal
court of law;

5. Dishonesty, fraud, or gross negligence in providing services to or on behalf of an employer, in
providing services to the public, or in providing attest services, compilation services, or financial state-
ment preparation services;

6. Dishonesty, fraud, or gross negligence in preparing the person's or firm's own state or federal
income tax return or financial statement;

7. Conviction of a felony, or of any crime involving moral turpitude, under the laws of the United States,
of Virginia, or of any other state if the acts involved would have constituted a crime under the laws of
Virginia; or

8. Lack of the competence required to provide services to the public for persons and entities located in
Virginia or to provide attest services, compilation services, and financial statement preparation ser-
vices to persons and entities located in Virginia, as determined by the Board.

C. The Board may also impose penalties on:

1. A person who does not hold a Virginia license, or who does not meet the requirements to use the
CPA title in Virginia under the substantial equivalency provisions of § 54.1-4411, and commits any of
the acts prohibited by § 54.1-4414; or
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2. An entity that does not meet the criteria prescribed by subdivision D 1 of § 54.1-4412.1 and commits
any of the acts prohibited by § 54.1-4414.

2007, c. 804; 2015, c. 287; 2017, c. 403.

§ 54.1-4413.5. Confidential consent agreements.
A. The Board may enter into a confidential consent agreement with a person or firm in lieu of dis-
ciplinary action.

B. A confidential consent agreement:

1. Shall be entered into only in cases involving minor violations of the provisions of this chapter or reg-
ulations promulgated by the Board;

2. Shall not be disclosed by the person or firm;

3. Shall include findings of fact and may include an admission or a finding of a violation; and

4. Shall not be considered a notice or order of the Board but may be considered by the Board in future
disciplinary proceedings.

C. The Board shall adopt regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et
seq.) to implement the provisions of this section. Such regulations shall identify the type of minor viol-
ations for which confidential consent orders may be offered and limit the number of confidential con-
sent orders that may be offered to the same licensee in any given period. The Board shall not enter
into a confidential consent agreement if there is probable cause to believe a licensee has demon-
strated gross negligence or intentional misconduct in the practice of public accounting.

2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4414. Prohibited acts.
Neither (i) a person who does not hold a Virginia license or who does not meet the requirements to
use the CPA title in Virginia under the substantial equivalency provisions of § 54.1-4411 nor (ii) an
entity that does not meet the criteria prescribed by subdivision D 1 of § 54.1-4412.1 shall:

1. Practice public accounting;

2. Claim to hold a license to use the CPA title;

3. Make any other claim of licensure, registration, or approval related to the preparation of financial
statements that is false or misleading;

4. Use the CPA title; or

5. Refer to any of the standard-setting authorities listed in the standards of conduct and practice in sub-
divisions 5 and 6 of § 54.1-4413.3, or refer to or use any of the terminology prescribed by those author-
ities for reporting on financial statements, in any form or manner of communication about services
provided to persons or entities located in Virginia.

2001, c. 832; 2004, c. 602; 2007, c. 804.
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§ 54.1-4415. Exemptions from unlawful acts.
The unlawful acts listed in § 54.1-4414 shall not apply to a person or entity holding a certification, des-
ignation, degree, or license granted in a foreign country entitling the holder to engage in the practice of
public accounting or its equivalent in the country, provided that:

1. The practice of the person or entity in Virginia is limited to providing services to persons or entities
who are residents of, governments of, or business entities of the country in which the entitlement is
held;

2. The person or entity does not engage in the practice of public accounting for any other person, firm,
or governmental unit located in Virginia; and

3. The person or entity designates the country of origin and does not use any title or designation other
than the one under which he or the entity may lawfully practice in the country of origin, which may be
followed by a translation of the title or designation into English.

2001, c. 832; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4416. Board's powers with respect to hearings under this chapter.
The Board may, in hearings arising under this chapter, determine the place in Virginia where the hear-
ings shall be held; subpoena witnesses; take depositions of witnesses in the manner provided for in
civil actions in courts of record; pay the witnesses fees and mileage and other expense reim-
bursements for their attendance as is provided for witnesses in civil actions in courts of record; and
administer oaths.

2001, c. 832; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4417. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 804, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-4418. Recovery of cost after grant of formal fact-finding.
After a formal fact-finding under § 2.2-4020 in which a penalty is imposed to fine, or to suspend,
revoke or refuse to reinstate or lift the suspension of a Virginia license, the Board may assess the
holder or former holder of the license the cost of conducting the fact-finding when the Board has final
authority to grant the license, unless the Board determines that the offense was inadvertent or done in
a good-faith belief that the act did not violate provisions of this chapter or regulations promulgated by
the Board. The cost shall be limited to (i) the reasonable hourly rate for the hearing officer, (ii) the
actual cost of recording the proceedings, (iii) a reasonable administrative charge for personnel and
other administrative costs incurred by the Board in connection with the hearing, and (iv) a reasonable
charge for any consultants retained by the Board.

2001, c. 832; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4419. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 804, cl. 2.

§ 54.1-4420. Annual audit.
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The Board's financial statements shall be prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting
principles and shall be audited annually by the Auditor of Public Accounts, or his legally authorized
representatives, or by a firm selected by the Board through a competitive procurement.

2001, c. 832; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4421. Biennial report.
The Board shall submit a biennial report to the Governor and General Assembly on or before Novem-
ber 1 of each even-numbered year. The biennial report shall contain, at a minimum, the following
information: (i) a description of the Board's activities, (ii) a report on the audit of the Board's financial
statements for the biennium, (iii) statistical information regarding the administrative hearings and
decisions of the Board, and (iv) a general summary of all complaints received against persons and
firms and the procedures used to resolve the complaints.

2001, c. 832; 2004, c. 650; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4422. Expired.
Expired.

§ 54.1-4423. Use of consultants in investigations.
A. The Board may develop a roster of consultants and may contract with consultants to assist the
Board in investigating and evaluating violations of the provisions of this chapter and regulations pro-
mulgated by the Board and to provide expert testimony as necessary in any subsequent admin-
istrative hearing or court proceeding. The consultants' compensation shall be determined and paid by
the Board.

B. Any consultant under contract with the Board shall have immunity from civil liability resulting from
any communication, finding, opinion, or conclusion made in the course of his duties unless the person
acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

2003, c. 291; 2007, c. 804.

§ 54.1-4424. Certain information not to be made public.
Tax returns, financial statements, and other financial information that is not generally available to the
public through regulatory disclosure or otherwise, subdivision 3 of § 54.1-108 notwithstanding,
provided to the Board by a complainant or as a result of an investigation of a licensee by the Board in
response to a complaint shall be exempt from the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).

2012, c. 375.

§ 54.1-4425. Time for filing complaints against CPAs or CPA firms.
A. Except as otherwise provided in subsections B and C, any complaint against the holder of a Vir-
ginia license for any violation of statutes or regulations pertaining to the Board or any of the programs
that may be in another title of the Code for which the Board has enforcement responsibility, in order to
be investigated by the Board, shall be made in writing, or otherwise made in accordance with Board
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procedures, and received by the Board within three years of the act, omission, or occurrence giving
rise to the violation.

B. However, where a holder of a Virginia license has materially and willfully misrepresented, con-
cealed, or omitted any information and the information so misrepresented, concealed, or omitted is
material to the establishment of the violation, the complaint may be made at any time within two years
after discovery of the misrepresentation, concealment, or omission.

C. In cases where criminal charges have been filed involving matters that, if found to be true, would
also constitute a violation of the regulations or laws of the regulant's profession enforced by the Board,
an investigation may be initiated by the Board at any time within two years following the date such
criminal charges are filed.

D. In order to be investigated by the Board, any complaint against an individual using the CPA title in
Virginia under the substantial equivalency provisions of § 54.1-4411 or against a firm providing attest
services, compilation services, or financial statement preparation services under subsection C of §
54.4412.1 for any violation of statutes or regulations pertaining to the Board or any of the programs
that may be in another title of this Code for which the Board has enforcement responsibility shall be
made in writing, or otherwise made in accordance with Board procedures, and received by the Board
within five years of the act, omission, or occurrence giving rise to the violation.

E. Public information obtained from any source may serve as the basis for a written complaint. Nothing
in this section shall be construed to require the filing of a complaint if the alleged violation of the stat-
ute or regulation is discovered during an investigation authorized by law, and the acts, omissions, or
conditions constituting the alleged violations are witnessed by a sworn investigator appointed by the
Executive Director.

F. Nothing herein shall deny the right of any party to bring a civil cause of action in a court of law.

2013, c. 297; 2017, c. 403.
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