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Title 15.2 - COUNTIES, CITIES AND TOWNS

Subtitle | - GENERAL PROVISIONS; CHARTERS; OTHER FORMS AND
ORGANIZATION OF COUNTIES

Chapter 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 15.2-100. Charter powers not affected by title.

Except when otherwise expressly provided by the words, "Notwithstanding any contrary provision of
law, general or special," or words of similar import, the provisions of this title shall not repeal, amend,
impair or affect any power, right or privilege conferred on counties, cities and towns by charter.

Code 1950, § 15-2; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-101. Certain laws and ordinances not affected by repeal of Title 15.1; validation of laws and
ordinances adopted under § 15.1-522.

A. The repeal of Title 15.1 effective as of December 1, 1997, shall not affect the powers of any locality
with respect to any ordinance, resolution or by-law adopted and not repealed or rescinded prior to
such date.

B. The repeal of § 15.1-522 by this title shall not affect the exercise, by ordinance or otherwise, of any
power conferred by this section upon any county which on November 30, 1997, was vested with such
power and on or before such date exercised the power; and every power so conferred, vested and
exercised is hereby continued in such cases.

C. For the purposes of this section, all laws and ordinances heretofore adopted by any county author-
ized to adopt such law or ordinance under former § 15.1-522 are hereby ratified, validated and con-
firmed, notwithstanding noncompliance with any technical requirement of such section.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-102. Definitions.
As used in this title unless such construction would be inconsistent with the context or manifest intent
of the statute:

"Board of supervisors" means the governing body of a county.

"City" means any independent incorporated community which became a city as provided by law
before noon on the first day of July, nineteen hundred seventy-one, or which has within defined bound-
aries a population of 5,000 or more and which has become a city as provided by law.

"Constitutional officer" means an officer provided for pursuant to Article VII, § 4 of the Constitution.
"Council" means the governing body of a city or town.

"Councilman" or "member of the council" means a member of the governing body of a city or town.



"County" means any existing county or such unit hereafter created.

"Governing body" means the board of supervisors of a county, council of a city, or council of a town, as
the context may require.

"Locality" or "local government" shall be construed to mean a county, city, or town as the context may
require.

"Municipality," "incorporated communities," "municipal corporation," and words or terms of similar
import shall be construed to relate only to cities and towns.

"Supervisor" means a member of the board of supervisors of a county.

"Town" means any existing town or an incorporated community within one or more counties which
became a town before noon, July one, nineteen hundred seventy-one, as provided by law or which
has within defined boundaries a population of 1,000 or more and which has become a town as
provided by law.

"Voter" means a qualified voter as defined in § 24.2-101.
Code 1950, § 15-1; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-6; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-103. Name "Mount Vernon" reserved.

The name "Mount Vernon" is reserved for the home and tomb of the late General George Washington
in Fairfax County. The General Assembly shall not grant to any locality the right to use the name
"Mount Vernon."

Code 1950, § 15-24.4; 1956, c. 42; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-34; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-104. Liens against real estate.

Notwithstanding any provision contained in this title to the contrary, wherever this title provides for or
authorizes a lien upon real estate for a local assessment, fee, rent or charge, other than real estate
taxes, not paid when due, such lien shall not bind or affect a subsequent bona fide purchaser of the
real estate for valuable consideration without actual notice of the lien unless, at the time of the transfer
of record of the real estate to the purchaser, a statement containing the name of the record owner of
the real estate and the amount of such unpaid assessments, fees, rents or charges is entered in the
judgment lien book in the clerk's office where deeds are recorded or is contained in records main-
tained by the local treasurer for real estate tax liens pursuant to § 58.1-3930 with respect to the real
estate against which the lien is asserted. Any such lien binding on the owner of the real estate at the
time of sale or other disposition shall be paid from the sale or other proceeds as real estate taxes
assessed thereon are required to be paid. The clerk shall cause such statement to be entered and
properly indexed against the record owner of the real estate, for which the clerk shall be entitled to a
fee of two dollars per entry, or such other fee as may be specifically provided for such purpose in this
title, to be paid by the locality or other political subdivision asserting the lien and to be added to the
amount of the lien. If the amount of such lien and all accrued interest due thereon are paid in full, the
locality or other political subdivision asserting the lien shall deliver a certificate evidencing such
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payment to the person paying the same, and, upon presentation of such certificate, the clerk having
record of the lien shall mark the entry of such lien satisfied, for which he shall be entitled to a fee of
one dollar, or such other fee as may be specifically provided for such purpose in this title.

1994, c. 525, § 15.1-37.3:13; 1996, c. 612; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-105. Penalty and interest for failure to pay accounts when due.

Any person failing to pay, pursuant to an ordinance, any account due a locality on or before its due
date, other than taxes which are provided for in Title 58.1, may, at the option of the locality, incur a pen-
alty thereon of ten dollars or an amount not exceeding ten percent. The penalty shall be added to the
amount of the account due from such person. No penalty shall be imposed for failure to pay any
account if such failure was not in any way the fault of the debtor.

Interest at the rate of ten percent annually from the first day following the day such account is due may
be collected upon the principal and penalty of all such accounts.

1984, c. 520, § 15.1-37.3:6; 1985, c. 342; 1989, c. 366; 1992, c. 229; 1997, cc. 587, 700.

§ 15.2-106. Ordinances providing fee for passing bad checks to localities.

Any locality may by ordinance provide for a fee, not exceeding $50, for the uttering, publishing or
passing of any check, draft, or order for payment of taxes or any other sums due, which is sub-
sequently returned for insufficient funds or because there is no account or the account has been
closed, or because such check, draft, or order was returned because of a stop-payment order placed
in bad faith on the check, draft, or order by the drawer.

1973, c. 103, § 15.1-29.4; 1982, c. 20; 1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 502; 2004, c. 565; 2010, c. 708; 2011, c.
255.

§ 15.2-107. Advertisement and enactment of certain fees and levies.

All levies and fees imposed or increased by a locality pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 21 (§
15.2-2100 et seq.) or 22 (§ 15.2-2200 et seq.) shall be adopted by ordinance. The advertising require-
ments of subsection F of § 15.2-1427, or § 15.2-2204, as appropriate, shall apply, except as modified
in this section.

The advertisement shall include the following:
1. The time, date, and place of the public hearing.
2. The actual dollar amount or percentage change, if any, of the proposed levy, fee or increase.

3. A specific reference to the Code of Virginia section or other legal authority granting the legal author-
ity for enactment of such proposed levy, fee, or increase.

4. A designation of the place or places where the complete ordinance, and information concerning the
documentation for the proposed fee, levy or increase are available for examination by the public no
later than the time of the first publication.

1987, c. 389, § 15.1-29.14; 1997, c. 587; 2005, c. 72.
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§ 15.2-107.1. Advertisement of legal notices on web sites.
In addition to any requirements that a locality advertise legal notices in a newspaper having a general
circulation in the locality, such notices may also be published on the locality's World Wide Web site.

2000, c. 434.

§ 15.2-107.2. Alternative method for local government to give notice by mail.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special, a locality may give notice by regular
mail in any instance in which two or more notices are required for the same action, the first notice is
required to be sent by certified or registered mail, and at least one notice has previously been sent by
certified or registered mail. Such notice shall be sent to the last address available through government
records.

2011, c. 127.

§ 15.2-108. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 250, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-108.1. Local fees charged to places of worship.

Localities shall not charge any fee to any church, synagogue, or other place of worship unless author-
ized by general law or special act of the General Assembly. Nothing in this section shall apply to any
fire prevention inspection fees.

2012, c. 804.

§ 15.2-109. Regulations on political campaign signs.

No locality shall have the authority to prohibit the display of political campaign signs on private prop-
erty if the signs are in compliance with zoning and right-of-way restrictions applicable to temporary
nonpolitical signs, if the signs have been posted with the permission of the owner. The provisions of
this section shall supersede the provisions of any local ordinance or regulation in conflict with this sec-
tion. This section shall have no effect upon the regulations of the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation.

2004, c. 388.

§ 15.2-110. Authority to require approval by common interest community association.

No locality shall require, prior to the issuance of any permit, certificate, or license, including a building
permit or a license for a business, profession, or child care facility, that the governing board of an asso-
ciation subject to the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.), the Virginia Con-
dominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), or the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§ 55.1-2100 et seq.)
consent to the activity for which the permit, certificate, or license is sought. The provisions of this sec-
tion shall not be applied to limit or otherwise impinge upon the provisions of a condominium instru-
ment as defined in § 55.1-1900, the declaration of a common interest community as defined in § 54.1-
2345, or the declaration of a cooperative as defined in § 55.1-2100.

2016, cc. 254, 458.
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§ 15.2-111. Rescheduling or continuing meetings for weather.

By resolution adopted at a regular meeting, any political subdivision, board of zoning appeals, or other
local government board, commission, or authority may fix the day or days to which a regular meeting
shall be continued if the chairman, or vice-chairman if the chairman is unable to act, finds and
declares that weather or other conditions are such that it is hazardous for members to attend the reg-
ular meeting. Such findings shall be communicated to the members and the press as promptly as pos-
sible. All hearings and other matters previously advertised shall be conducted at the continued
meeting, and no further advertising is required.

2020, c. 1143.

Chapter 2 - Local Government Charters

§ 15.2-200. Required procedure for obtaining new charter or amendment.

No charter shall be granted to a locality by the General Assembly and no charter of a locality shall be
amended by the General Assembly except as provided in this chapter or in Chapter 34 (§ 15.2-3400 et
seq.) of this title.

Code 1950, § 15-65.1; 1958, c. 329; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-833; 1979, c. 297; 1985, c. 387; 1986, c. 312;
1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-201. Charter elections; subsequent procedure; procedure when bill not introduced or fails to
pass in General Assembly.

A locality may provide for holding an election to be conducted as provided in § 24.2-681 et seq. of
Title 24.2 to determine if the voters of the locality desire that it request the General Assembly to grant
to the locality a new charter or to amend its existing charter. At least ten days prior to the holding of
such election, the text or an informative summary of the new charter or amendment desired shall be
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the locality.

If a majority of the voters voting in such election vote in favor of such request, the locality shall transmit
two certified copies of the results of such election together with the publisher's affidavit and the new
charter or the amendments to the existing charter, to one or more members of the General Assembly
representing such locality for introduction as a bill in the succeeding session of the General Assembly.

If a bill incorporating such charter or amendments is not introduced at the succeeding session of the
General Assembly, the approval of the voters for such charter or amendments shall be void. If, at such
session, members of the General Assembly fail to enact or pass by indefinitely and do not carry over
such a bill incorporating such charter or amendments, the charter or amendments shall again be
presented to the voters for their approval or submitted to a public hearing pursuant to § 15.2-202
before reintroduction in the General Assembly.

Code 1950, § 15-65.2; 1958, c. 329; 1962, cc. 1,623, § 15.1-834; 1979, c. 297; 1985, c. 387; 1997, c.
587.
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§ 15.2-202. Public hearing in lieu of election; procedure when bill not introduced or fails to pass in
General Assembly.

In lieu of the election provided forin § 15.2-201, a locality requesting the General Assembly to grant to
it a new charter or to amend its existing charter may hold a public hearing with respect thereto, at
which citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard to determine if the citizens of the locality desire
that the locality request the General Assembly to grant to it a new charter, or to amend its existing
charter. At least seven days' notice of the time and place of such hearing and the text or an informative
summary of the new charter or amendment desired shall be published in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in the locality. Such public hearing may be adjourned from time to time, and upon the com-
pletion thereof, the locality may request, in the manner provided in § 15.2-201, the General Assembly
to grant the new charter or amend the existing charter and the provisions of § 15.2-201 shall be applic-
able thereto.

If a bill incorporating such charter or amendments is not introduced at the succeeding session of the
General Assembly, the authority of the locality to request such charter or amendments by reason of
such public hearing shall thereafter be void. If at such session members of the General Assembly fail
to enact and do not carry over or pass by indefinitely a bill incorporating such charter or amendments,
the charter or amendments may again be submitted to a public hearing in lieu of an election as
provided hereinabove before reintroduction in the General Assembly.

The locality requesting a new or amended charter shall provide with such request a publisher's affi-
davit showing that the public hearing was advertised and a certified copy of the governing body's
minutes showing the action taken at the advertised public hearing.

Code 1950, § 15-65.3; 1958, c. 329; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-835; 1979, c. 297; 1985, c. 387; 1997, c. 587:
2023, cc. 506, 507.

§ 15.2-203. Legislation granting or amending charter evidence of compliance with requirements.
The passage of any legislation granting or amending any charter of a locality shall be conclusive evid-
ence of compliance with the requirements of this chapter.

Code 1950, § 15-65.4; 1960, c. 497; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-836; 1985, c. 387; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-204. Uniform charter powers.

Cities and towns shall have all powers set forth in Article 1 (§ 15.2-1100 et seq.) of Chapter 11, known
as the uniform charter powers. Such powers do not need to be set out or incorporated by reference in
a city or town charter.

Counties shall have all powers set forth in Article 1 (§ 15.2-1100 et seq.) of Chapter 11 only when
such powers are specifically conferred upon the county.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-205. Use of provisions of chapter not authorized for certain purposes.
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Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the statutes within this chapter shall not be used
as authorization for ordering or holding any election or referendum the results of which would cause or
result in the abolition of any office set forth in Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution of Virginia until
the abolition of any such office has first been provided for by a general law or special act on such ques-
tion alone and approved in a referendum.

1977, c. 684, § 15.1-836.1; 1979, c. 297; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-206. Special elections; request for abolition of certain local constitutional offices.

No bill to enact or amend a charter which has the effect of abolishing any office set forth in Article VII,
Section 4 of the Constitution of Virginia shall be considered unless a referendum, elsewhere author-
ized by law, has been conducted in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-685, and a majority of
the qualified voters voting thereon have approved the request for the enactment or amendment of the
charter.

1985, c. 586, § 15.1-836.1:1; 1986, c. 355; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-207. Boundaries of municipal corporations continued; charters not to contain metes and
bounds; incorporated by reference.

The boundaries of municipal corporations remain as now established unless changed as provided in
this title. No charter of any municipal corporation shall contain the metes and bounds of such muni-
cipal corporation, but the boundaries shall be incorporated therein by reference to the recordation in
the clerk's office of the court where deeds are admitted to record of the final decree or order of the
court establishing such boundaries or the act of the General Assembly by which they are defined. The
part of the charter of a municipal corporation defining its boundaries hereafter amended shall not con-
tain the metes and bounds of the municipal corporation, but the boundaries shall be incorporated
therein by reference to the recordation of a final decree or order of court or to a General Assembly act.

Code 1950, § 15.1-908; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-836.2; 1979, c. 297; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-208. Boundaries of counties.
No county charter shall contain the description of the county's boundaries.

1985, c. 387, § 15.1-836.3; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-209. Notice to be given to counties, cities, and towns of tort claims for damages.

A. Every claim cognizable against any county, city, or town for negligence shall be forever barred
unless the claimant or his agent, attorney, or representative has filed a written statement of the nature
of the claim, which includes the time and place at which the injury is alleged to have occurred, within
six months after such cause of action accrued. Failure to provide such statement shall not bar a claim
against any county, city, or town, provided that the attorney, chief executive, or mayor of such locality,
or any insurer or entity providing coverage or indemnification of the claim, had actual knowledge of the
claim, which includes the nature of the claim and the time and place at which the injury is alleged to
have occurred, within six months after such cause of action accrued. However, if the claimant was
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under a disability at the time the cause of action accrued, the tolling provisions of § 8.01-229 shall
apply.

B. The statement shall be filed with the county, city, or town attorney or with the chief executive or
mayor of the county, city, or town.

C. The notice is deemed filed when it is received in the office of the official to whom the notice is dir-
ected. The notice may be delivered by hand, by any form of United States mail service (including reg-
ular, certified, registered or overnight mail), or by commercial delivery service.

D. In any action contesting the filing of the notice of claim, the burden of proof shall be on the claimant
to establish receipt of the notice in conformity with this section. A signed United States mail return
receipt indicating the date of delivery, or any other form of signed and dated acknowledgment of deliv-
ery, given by authorized personnel in the office of the official with whom the statement is filed, shall be
prima facie evidence of filing of the notice under this section.

E. This section does not, and shall not be construed to, abrogate, limit, expand or modify the sov-
ereign immunity of any county, city, town, or any officer, agent or employee of the foregoing.

F. This section, on and after June 30, 1954, shall take precedence over the provisions of all charters
and amendments thereto of municipal corporations in conflict herewith granted prior to such date. Itis
further declared that as to any such charter or amendment thereto, granted on and after such date, that
any provision therein in conflict with this section shall be deemed to be invalid as being in conflict with
Article IV, Section 12 of the Constitution of Virginia unless such conflict be stated in the title to such
proposed charter or amendment thereto by the words "conflicting with § 15.2-209 of the Code" or sub-
stantially similar language.

G. The provisions of this section are mandatory and shall be strictly construed. This section is pro-
cedural and compliance with its provisions is not jurisdictional.

2007, c. 368; 2016, c. 772.

Chapter 3 - OPTIONAL FORMS OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT; GENERAL
PROVISIONS
§ 15.2-300. Adoption of optional forms of county government; inconsistent provisions of law.

A. Any county may adopt an optional form of county government in accordance with the referendum
provisions of § 15.2-301, subject to the limitations specified in Chapters 3 through 8 of this title.

B. Other provisions of law in conflict with Chapters 3 through 8 of this title shall not apply to a county
which has adopted an applicable form of county government pursuant to this chapter, unless such pro-
vision expressly provides otherwise.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-301. Petition or resolution asking for referendum; notice; conduct of election.


http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/8.01-229/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/15.2-209/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0368
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0772
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/15.2-301/

A. A county may adopt one of the optional forms of government provided for in Chapters 4 through 8 of
this title only after approval by voter referendum. The referendum shall be initiated by (i) a petition filed
with the circuit court for the county signed by at least ten percent of the voters of the county, asking that
a referendum be held on the question of adopting one of the forms of government or (ii) a resolution
passed by the board of supervisors and filed with the circuit court asking for a referendum. The petition
or resolution shall specify which of the forms of government provided for in Chapters 4 through 8 is to
be placed on the ballot for consideration. Only one form may be placed on the ballot for consideration.

B. Notice of the election shall be published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the county
once a week for three consecutive weeks and shall be posted at the door of the county courthouse.

C. The election shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-684. In addition to the
certifications required by such section, the secretary of the appropriate electoral board shall certify the
results to the Commission on Local Government.

D. Prior to adopting an optional form of government provided for in Chapter 5 or Chapter 6, a county
shall also comply with the referendum requirements of § 24.2-686.

1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 741.

§ 15.2-302. When form of government to become effective.
A form of government approved by the voters in accordance with § 15.2-301 shall become effective on
January 1 following the election of members of the governing body under the provisions of § 15.2-303.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-303. When new supervisors elected.

If voters approve the adoption of an optional form of government in accordance with § 15.2-301, the
members of the governing body shall be elected at the next succeeding November general election.
The members' terms shall commence on January 1 following the election.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-304. Effect of change on other county officers.

All other officers of such county shall continue to hold office until their successors are appointed and
have qualified. The term of office of any person who holds an office abolished by the form of gov-
ernment adopted shall terminate as soon as his powers and duties have been transferred to some
other officer or employee, or are abolished.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-305. Changing from one form to another.

A county may change from one optional form to another optional form, or to any other form of county
government prescribed by Article VIl of the Constitution, only by following the procedures setoutin §
15.2-301, subject to any limitations specified in Chapters 3 through 8 of this title.

1997, c. 587.
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§ 15.2-306. Limitation as to frequency of elections.

If any election has been held in a county to determine whether such county shall adopt a form of
county government provided for in Chapters 4 through 8 of this title, or if any election has been held in
a county which has adopted such form of county government to determine whether such county shall
change to another form of county government or to determine whether such county shall change to
some other form of county government provided for by Article VIl of the Constitution of Virginia and the
other provisions of general law of the Commonwealth, no further election of the nature referred to in
this section shall be held in the county within three years thereafter.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-307. County forms of government adopted under prior acts.
Any county which has adopted an optional form of government under the authority of prior acts shall
continue to operate as though created under the terms of this chapter.

1997, c. 587.
Chapter 4 - COUNTY BOARD FORM OF GOVERNMENT

§ 15.2-400. Form of government to be known as county board form; applicability of chapter.

The form of county organization and government provided for in this chapter shall be known as the
county board form. The provisions of this chapter shall apply only to counties which have adopted the
county board form.

Code 1950, § 15-364; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-699; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-401. Adoption of county board form.
Any county may adopt the county board form of government in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 3 (§ 15.2-300 et seq.) of this title.

Code 1950, § 15-362; 1950, pp. 123, 694; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-697; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-402. Board of county supervisors; election; terms; chairman; vacancies.
A. The powers and duties of the county as a body politic and corporate shall be vested in a board of
county supervisors ("the board").

B. The board shall consist of one member elected from the county at large by the qualified voters of
the county and one member from each magisterial or election district in the county elected by the qual-
ified voters of such magisterial or election district. The board members shall be elected at the same
time and for the same term as provided by general law for the election of boards of supervisors of
counties. The board shall elect its chairman from its membership.

C. Members of the board in office immediately prior to the day upon which the county board form
becomes effective in the county shall be and, unless sooner removed, continue as members until the
expiration of their respective terms and until their successors have qualified.
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D. If the change in the form of county organization and government becomes effective on January 1
next succeeding the regular election of board members in the county, such members-elect shall qual-
ify and, as soon as possible after the county board form becomes effective in the county, succeed the
then incumbents as board members and as such continue until the expiration of their respective terms
and until their successors have qualified.

E. At the regular November election next succeeding the approval of the county board form, one board
member shall be elected from the county at large by the qualified voters of the county; his term of office
shall begin on January 1 next succeeding such election and shall run for a term coincident with that of
the other board members. Pending his election and taking office, the office of member from the county

at large shall remain vacant.

F. Except as otherwise provided in subsection E of this section, any vacancy in the membership of the
board shall be filled pursuant to Article 6 (§ 24.2-225 et seq.) of Chapter 2 of Title 24.2.

Code 1950, § 15-365; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-700; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 158; 1993, c. 731; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-403. Same; powers and duties.

A. The board shall be the policy-determining body of the county and shall be vested with all the rights
and powers conferred on boards of supervisors by general law, not inconsistent with the form of
county organization and government herein provided.

B. The board may require of all departments, divisions, agencies and officers of the county and of the
several districts of the county such annual reports and other reports as in its opinion the business of
the county requires.

C. The board may inquire into the official conduct of any office or officer, whether elective or appoint-
ive, of the county or of any district thereof, and to investigate the accounts, receipts, disbursements
and expenses of any county or district officer. For these purposes it may subpoena witnesses, admin-
ister oaths, and require the production of books, papers and other evidence. If any witness fails or
refuses to obey any such lawful order of the board he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

D. The board shall, as soon as the county board form of county organization and government takes
effect in the county, provide for the performance of all the governmental functions of the county in a
manner consistent with this chapter.

E. Whenever it is not designated herein what officer or employee of the county shall exercise any
power or perform any duty conferred upon or required of the county, or any officer thereof, by general
law, then any such power shall be exercised or duty performed by that officer or employee of the
county so designated by ordinance or resolution of the board.

Code 1950, § 15-366; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-701; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-404. Appointment and compensation of officers and employees of county.
A. The board shall, except as otherwise provided in § 15.2-408 and except as the board may author-
ize any officer or the head of any office to appoint employees under such officer or in such office,
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appoint all officers and employees, including deputies and assistants, in the administrative service of
the county. Any officer or employee of the county appointed pursuant to this section may be sus-
pended or removed from office or employment either by the board or the officer or head of the office by
whom he was appointed or employed.

B. In the event of the absence or disability of any officer except those named in § 15.2-408, the board
or other appointing power may designate some responsible person to perform the duties of the office.

C. The board shall, subject to such limitations as may hereafter be prescribed by general law and
except as herein otherwise provided, fix the compensation of all officers and employees of the county
except as it may authorize any officer or the head of any office to fix the compensation of employees
under such officer or in such office. The compensation of the attorney for the Commonwealth, the com-
missioner of the revenue, the county clerk, the sheriff, and the treasurer of the county, and the depu-
ties, assistants and employees of such officers, shall be determined and paid in the manner which is
or may hereafter be provided for the determination and payment of the salary of each such officer,
respectively, by other provisions of general law.

D. The chairman of the board shall receive compensation not in excess of $3,000 per annum, and
each of the other board members shall receive not in excess of $2,700 per annum. Alternatively, the
chairman and other board members may be compensated in accordance with the provisions of gen-
eral law as specified in Article 1.1 (§ 15.2-1414.1 et seq.) of Chapter 14 of this title. However, in Car-
roll County and Grayson County, the chairman and other board members shall be compensated as
provided forin § 15.2-1414.2.

Code 1950, § 15-367; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-702; 1972, cc. 809, 815; 1973, c. 271; 1976, c. 92; 1981, c.
92; 1997, c. 587; 2000, cc. 613, 953.

§ 15.2-405. Assignment of activities.

Any activity which is not assigned by this form of county organization and government shall be
assigned by the board to the appropriate officer or employee of the county, and the board may reas-
sign, transfer or combine any such activities.

Code 1950, § 15-368; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-703; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-406. Appointment, compensation and removal of county administrator.

A. The board shall appoint a county administrator and fix his compensation. He shall be appointed
with due regard to merit only, and need not be a resident of the county at the time of his appointment.
No board member shall, during the time for which he is elected, be chosen county administrator.

B. The county administrator may be removed at the pleasure of the board.

C. In case of the absence or disability of the county administrator, the board may designate some
responsible person to perform the duties of the office.

Code 1950, § 15-369; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-704; 1973, c. 163; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-407. Powers and duties of county administrator.
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A. The board may by resolution designate the county administrator as clerk of the board. In such case
and upon the qualification of the county administrator authorized by this article the county clerk of such
county shall be relieved of his duties in connection with the board and all of his duties shall be
imposed upon and performed by the county administrator. If the board does not designate the county
administrator as clerk, the county clerk or one of his deputies shall attend the meetings of the board
and record in a book provided for the purpose all of the proceedings of the board, but he shall not be
authorized and required to sign any warrants of the board, such authority being hereby vested in the
county administrator. However, the board may by resolution of record require the county clerk to sign
all warrants of the board.

B. The county administrator shall, insofar as the board requires, be responsible to the board for the
proper administration of all affairs of the county which the board has authority to control. He shall keep
the board advised as to the financial condition of the county and shall submit to the board monthly,
and at such other times as may be required, reports concerning the administrative affairs of the county.

C. The county administrator shall, if the board requires, examine regularly the books and papers of
each department, officer and agency of the county and report to the board the condition in which he
finds them and such other information as the board may direct.

D. The county administrator shall from time to time submit to the board recommendations concerning
the affairs of the county and its departments, officers and agencies as he deems proper.

E. Under the direction of the board, the county administrator, for informative and fiscal planning pur-
poses only, shall prepare and submit to the board a proposed annual budget for the county. The board
may, however, direct that the county budget be prepared by the county clerk.

F. The county administrator shall audit all claims against the county for services, materials and equip-
ment for such county agencies and departments as the board may direct, except those required to be
received and audited by the county school board, and shall present the audits to the board of county
supervisors together with his recommendation and such information as necessary to enable the board
to act on such claims.

G. If the board, by resolution, designates the county administrator as clerk of the board, the county
administrator shall: (i) have all the powers, authority and duties vested in the county clerk as clerk of
the board, under general law; (ii) pay, with his warrant, all claims against the county chargeable
against any fund under the control of the board, other than the general county fund, when such
expenditure is authorized and approved by the